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PREFACE 


rT^HE purpose of this book is soon stated. It is to give the people of 

I to-day a copy of the Bible that is easy to read and that will take 

A them at once to the heart of its message. It seeks to do this in a 
simple and direct way j partly by a new lay-out of its pages^ but principally 
by a new approach to its contents. 

A new approach is needed in these days. Men cannot now read the 
Bible as their fathers did, with simple and unquestioning faith. Modern 
critical scholarship has made that impossible. It is true that it has, at the 
same time, opened up such a method of studying the Bible as, in competent 
hands, is highly profitable. But unfortunately this critical literary method, 
even when it is simplified, is too academic and technical for the general 
reader. What he needs is away of reading the Bible that is as well suited to 
his mind and heart as that of scholarslfip is suited to the student, or as 
that of devotion is suited to the saint. It is therefore the aim of the 
present work to offer the ordinary man an approach that he can call his 
own — one that is in line with his everyday Itoowledge and experience 
of life. 

Instead of starting, as is the custom when reading tiae Bible, with 
the message itself— ’that is, taking its words and studying them closely 
and critically for their meaning — ^the picture-setting or background of 
the message is brought into view, but in a new way. Hitherto the setting 
of the Bible message has been studied in its local colour, for the features 
that are distinctive of Bible lands and peculiar to Bible times. But, 
surely, the significance of the setting of the Divine Revelation lies not 
so much in that which is exceptional and incidental as in that which is 
common and universal; in those things which are characteristic of human 
existence at all times and in all places. This, then, is our point of view; 
that the backgrounds of the Bible are the common backgrounds of ouf 
life. ^ ^ . V': 

Studying the Bible in this way, looking first at its picture-setting for 
what is universally characteristic of life and history, and then at its 
message for the world to-day, what do we find? That its pages gradually 
unfold a panoramic picture which shows in progressive order or sequence 
the everyday backgrotmds of man’s existence at the different stages of 
his history. 

The first of these is the background of the Land, or the open country; 
rivers and moimtains, trees and flowers, flocks and herds. This is the 
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picture-setting of the books from Genesis to Ruth. On every page the 
familigr features of nature’s glory are displayed. The story that we read 
iSj in its broad outlines, the tragic story of every country of the world- 
man’s failure to make a homeland of the country that God has given him. 
But here, in the Book of God, we are given a new outlook on the lands of 
the earth and charged to make that in which we live a Holy Land. 

, With the books of Samuel the City background comes into view, 
iid continues to the end of the books of Kings. It begins with litde 
towns springing up over the landscape. Then it passes to the building of 
cities and to the struggle between the capitals of empires for world- 
supremacy. Here we behold city streets and gigantic buildings; crafts- 
men, merchants, and officers of state; the excitement of social, national, 
and international movements. We see cities in their glory and in their 
shame. There was a time when we would have given names to these 
cities that would have placed them in remote antiquity— Jerusalem, 
Samaria, Nineveh, Babylon. But now, with our eyes open to their 
universal and essential characteristics, what we see is cities such as men 
are always and everywhere building ; and in the midst of them, the vision 
of a Holy City as God’s message to the citizens of all cities. 

The Temple dominates the background of the books from Chronicles 
to Esther. We see the builders raising to God a House of Glory, and 
gathered round it the religious movements that characterize the history 
of mankind. It is the story of religion as we know it, and have seen it 
practised in the sanctuary and in the street, through easy and difficult 
days. There are, of course, some things in the pattern of this religious 
background that are strange to modern readers, but there is much more 
that churchmen will readily admit is common to aU types of church life. 
Interwoven in the story is the divine demand for a Holy Church and, as 
we read, t h is becomes a news-message of deep significance for our own 
time. 

In addition to the religious, social, and regional backgrounds of life 
which, by this method of study, we have found presented in the Bible, 
there is another no less important. It is that of the mind ; the background 
of thought and ideas. This is outlined in the books from to Ma/iKfe'; 

the literature of Israel, as distinct firom its books of law and history. 
Here we are introduced to the great problems that are perpetually exer- 
cising men’s minds, and to some of the theories thathave been advanced 
solution; given, as they are given to-day, in different literary 
It thus provides a representative picture of human thought, and 
is a fitting background for that revelation of Divine Wisdom which these 
books contain. 


vi 
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When tlie Lord of Life and Thought appeared, to make known the 
truth and to impart to man the Spirit that would fulfil God’s purpose in 
Creation, He laid bare the secret that had been hidden throughout the 
ages. It was not a Holy Land, a Holy City, a Holy Temple, or a Holy 
Book that was the sovereign aim of the Divine Mind, but a Holy Man, 
a Holy Life, a Holy People. To this end the world was made and the 
ever-widening revelation given. So we reach the New Testament with 
its story of the coming of the Son of God, whose glorious mission is 
the creation of a new humanity, and the assurance to every member 
of the existence of another — a better and more satisfying— -background 
or environment of life, to which He gave the name of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Such, in briefest outline, is the news-message that this method of 
study finds in the Bible, It is only one aspect of the great revelation, and 
no one would claim that this aspect is anything more than that which life 
and experience bring to light, but it may be that this general method of 
approach to the Bible is of value to the general reader. 

A special word must be added about the illustrations. They differ 
from the usual type of Bible picture in that they portray, not the Bible 
scene, but the companion picture that rises to the mind of the modem 
reader when he looks at the Bible scene in die way we have suggested. 
They are, in effect, an application of the Bible’s message. Such illustra- 
tions demand from the artist a mind sensitive to the modern spirit and 
able to enter with sympathetic understanding into the Editor’s purpose. 
Mr. Rowland Hilder, with a team of fellow artists working under his 
direction, has— in spite of the interruptions which permitted his helpers 
to make only occasional contributions — so faithfully presented the idea 
that the pictures, together with their captions, should give anyone who 
examines them an understanding of the message that is in the Bible and 
that imderlies this work. 

The other modem features of the volume scarcely call for explanation. 
The change from separate verses to paragraphs in the printing of the 
Authorized Version is not new, nor is the inclusion of footnotes. But die 
insertion of fingerposts (tides, cross-headings, and introductory notes) 
has been carried farther than in any other edition known to the Editor. 

The last word must be of those who by their faith, their fellowship, 
and their ability have contributed to the accomplishment of the work, 
I am debtor to many, but the work owes an especial debt to a friend of 
my boyhood, Sydney Walton of Harrow. He was the first to see the 
possibilities of this way of reading the Bible, and over a long period of 
years has never ceased to believe in it and encourage its development. 
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To the late Dr. A. S. Peake of Manchester University, and the late 
Dr. J. E. MTadyen of the United Free Church College, Glasgow, whose 
interest in and enthusiasm for the work in its early stages stimulated my 
study, I would pay grateful tribute. During the last stages of the work, 
the reading and revision of the proofs, I have received gracious and 
valuable help on the Old Testament from Dr. W. O. E. Oesterley, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis, King’s College, University 
of London; on the New Testament from Dr. Bertram Lee Woolf, 
New College, London; and on the whole work from Eric Partridge, 
whose linguistic knowledge and literary scholarship include the thought 
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OUR ADDRESS; THIS WORLD OF OURS 

THE REVELATION CONCERNS THE WORLD WE KNOW 


Seas; and God saw that it was good. And 
God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in 
itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the 
earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding 
seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed was in itself, after his kind; and 
God saw that it was good. And the evening 
and the morning were the third day. 

And God said. Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the nighty and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days, and years: and let 
them be for lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth; and it 
was so. And God made two great lights; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 
And God set them in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth, and to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness : and God 
saw that it was good. And the evening and 
the morning were the fourth day. 


GENESIS CHAPTERS 1^2,3 

With what familiar touches the truth is brought home to us! How widely known and 
how dose to our doors are the things described! Even a child can recognize them. The 
sky with its clouds of rain and lamps of light; the land so fertile, so rich with growing 
seeds and fruitful trees, so full of life that creatures great and small in infinite variety 
abound in it; are they not always before our eyes? And the sea, teeming with fish and 
legendary monsters, is it not the same as that which washes our shores and stretches 
far beyond our horizon? Can we take a walk at any time of day or night and not see 
this world, and see it as it is described in the sacred narrative, one day one aspect 
claiming our attention, and another day something else? To-day it may be the birds in 
the trees; to-morrow the brightness of the moon or stars; hut there is never a week 
without a daily scene to remind us of the writing on this page of the Bible. 

The tenderest and most effective touch of all, the one feature in the picture-writing 
which is always speaking to us, but speaking so softly we rarely give heed to it, is the 
simple common fact of the coming and going of the days. Yet there is no surer indication 
of the identity of the world we live in with the world of the Sacred Book than this 
division of time into days with their ever familiar signs of evening and morning. We do 
not need to go out of doors to see it. Those who are shut up in hospitals, prisons, work- 
shops, and offices, who cannot read the message of the open country, cannot miss it The 
chequered pattern of nights and days falls upon all our windows. It is therefor all to 
read, the sign-manual of God. 


'N the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void] and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said. Let there be light: and there was 
light. And God saw the light, that it was 
good: and God divided the light from the 
darkness. And God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And the even- 
ing and the morning were the first day. 

And God said. Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters. And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament: and it was 
so. And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the 
second <^y. 

And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, 
and let the dry land appear; and it was so. 
And God called the dry land Earth; and the 
gathering together of the waters called he 




GENESIS 2, 4 

which is also shown in the drawing. We are all God-^conscious, We may not he conscious 
of God as our Creator or Father^ hut we have an ever-present sense of accountaUlity to 
Him. In every duty we hear His voice. There are times y it is true^ when in our duty we 
think more of the command^ especially if itis contrary to our wishes^than of the conscious- 
ness of God which it awakens^ but in that consciousness lies the hall-mark of our identity 
with the man in this Creation story ^and^ we may addythe guarantee for all time of the 
dignity and destiny of our human nature. 


ITS GOOD SIDE 

are the generations of the 
I heavens and of the earth when they 

i were created^ in the day that the 
Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens^ and every plant of the field before 
it was in the earthy, and every herb of the 
field before it grew: for the Lord God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earthy and 
there was not a man to till the ground. But 
there went up a mist from the earthy and 
watered the whole face of the ground. And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground^ and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

And the Lord God planted a garden east- 
ward in Eden; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. And out of the groimd 
made the Lord God to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sights and good for food; 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
And a river went out of Eden to water the 
garden; and from thence it was parted, and 
became into four heads. The name of the 
first is Pison; that is it which compasseth 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is 
gold; and the gold of that land is good: there 
is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the 
name of the second river is Gihon : the same is 
it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: 
that is it which goeth toward the east of 
Assyria. And the fourth riyer is Euphrates. 

ITS BAD SIDE 


Genesis 2, 4-25 
And the Lord God took the man, and put 
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 
to keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying. Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die. 

And the Lord God said, It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him. And out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every beast of the 
field, and every fowl of the air; and brought 
them xinto Adam to see what he would call 
them: and whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that was the name thereof. 
And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to 
the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the 
field; but for Adam there was not foimd an 
help meet for him. And the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and 
he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the 
rib, which the Lord God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and brought her 
unto the man. And Adam said, This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she 
shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one 
flesh. And they were both naked, the man 
and his wife, and were not ashamed. 


Genesis 3 9 1-24 

There are certain things in human nature we wish were not there. They hardly need to 
he pointed ouU but a picture intended to establish our identity must show them. Un- 
fortunately ^ it is by our disfigurements we are most quickly and surely recognized. They 
fnay he physical defects or evil traits of character. Inthis case^ to make identity doubly 
sure^ both are used. 

■ Before we point to these things it is necessary to say a word about the picture itself. 
So many people look only at the first stage of the drawing. It is^ howevery more im- 
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portant to look at the finished picture^ after the artist has^ by many deft touches^ com'- 
pletely drawn the figures » We see then what he has been working up to^ — a life-like 
portrait of a man and a woman who have had experience of this dark side of human 
nature and know the distress it brings into human life. It is to them we must look: 
and it is in them we best see the tell-tale marks of our humanity. 

On the physical side^ our nature carries the marks of suffering and death. We are not 
called upon to explain the mysteries but to note the fact The man God made has^in 
the course of his life^ to suffer pain and face death. How close to him these hitter ex- 
periences of life bring us^ and how delicately is the feeling which accompanies them — 
that we were not born to die — conveyed in this picture of our common nature. 

Our likeness in character to this man is so strong and so humiliating we are almost 
ashamed to admit it. But this very feeling of shame is contained in the drawing. It is 
an outstanding characteristic of the God-made man. His shame^ and ours^ is not of our 
nature but of our sin. We have by our sin debased our nature. That in itself is enough 
to make us painf idly self-conscious as we look at this portrait^ but to fastest the identity 
more securely upon us the picture-strip traces out the way we sin. Every twist and turn 
of the path^ every excuse we make^ every effort we put forward to avoid the consequences 
of our evilchoice; they are all displayed. It is our own heard s story we read^not Adames; 
the true and tragic portrait of every man^s soul. 


N OW the serpent was more subtil 
than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made. And he 
said unto the woman. Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? And the woman said imto the 
serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said 
unto the woman. Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil. And 
when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he 
did eati And the eyes of them botli were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons. And they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God amongst the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him. Where art thou? And he 
said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 


myself. And he said, Who told thee that 
thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
sho^dest not eat? And the man said. The 
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the 
Lord God said unto the woman. What is 
this that thou hast done? And the woman 
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat, 
And the Lord God said unto the serpent. 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the 
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
Shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; ahd 
thy desire shall be to tliy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of 
which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt 
not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall 
it bring foith to thee; and thou shalt eat the 
herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for 
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^ The story of the Flood is a clearly marked example of the composite character of the Scripture 
fiarrativCy and introduces the general reader to a method of Bible study whichy in recent years^ has 
become very popular. If he reads the text carefully he zoill notice what appear to he strange con-* 
tradictions. For example: It is stated in one place that the animals go into the Ark hypairs^ and 
in mother that the clean animals go in by sevens and the unclean by pairs. Aga{?t^, in one place 
it is stated that the rain lasted 40 days^ while a few verses farther on it says the toater prevailed 
for 150 days. There are several such instances:^ and the scholars can point to more subtle hut none 
the less welTmarked differences in words^ phrases^ and characteristics of style which distinguish 
the different strands of narrative. 

In this presentation of the Bihlc:, it will he observed^ we have avoided taking the reader into 
the intricacies of this specialized study. There are already many excellent critical studies of 
the Text on these lines for those who wish to follow them. We pursue a different line. We 
approach the Bible as it stands and try to look at its finished pictures 3 taking advantage of every 
help modern research provides to make the pictures clearer or more vivid. In itself the critical 
method of textual study is of little interest or value to the ordinary person. He is prepared to 
accept the Texts as an amalgam of many writings. Who wrote each parts which parts and whens 
is not a matter of serious concern to him. What it is all about is much more important. There 
are two ways of studying a stained**glass zdndow. We might take it to piecess classify each 
colours and say whens whercs and by whom each part was made. Or we might want first to see 
the pictures as we do. 


those days; and also after that^ when the sons 
of God came in unto the daughters of men^ 
and they bare children to them, the same 
became mighty men which were of old, men 
of renown. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every im- 
agination of the tlioughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. And the 
Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth; both man, 
and beast, and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I 
have made them. But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord. 

These are the generations of Noah: Noah 
was a just man and perfect in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God. And Noah 
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
The earth also was corrupt before God, and 
the earth was filled with violence. And God 
looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. 

The Ark 

And God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them; and, behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. Make thee 
an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou 
make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within 
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and without with pitch. And this is the 
fashion which thou shalt make it of: The 
length of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 
height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt 
thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt 
thou finish it above; and the door of the ark 
shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, 
second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 
And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die. But with thee will I establish my 
covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee. And of every living 
thing of all flesh, two^ of every sort shalt thou 
bring into the ark, to keep them alive with 
thee; they shall be male and female. Of 
fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their 
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth 
after his kind, two of every sort shall come 
unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou 
unto thee of all food that is eaten, and tliou 
shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food 
for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; 
according to all that God commanded him, 
so did he. 

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou 
and all thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this generation. 
Of every clean beast tliou shalt take to thee 
by sevens,^ the male and his female: and of 
beasts that are not clean by two, the male 





The Deluge 

In the selfsame day entered Noah^ and The Raven and the Dove 
Shem, and Ham^ and Japheth^ the sons of And it came to pass at the end of forty 
Noahj and Noah^s wifcj and the three wives days, that Noah opened the window of the 

of his sons with them, into the ark; they, ark which he had made: and he sent forth a 

and every beast after his kind, and all the raven, which went forth to and fro, until the 

cattle after their kind, and every creeping waters were dried up from off the earth. Also 

thing that creepeth upon the earth after his he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the 

kind, and every fowl after his kind, every waters were abated from off the face of the 

bird of every sort. And they went in unto ground; but the dove found no rest for the 

Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, sole of her foot, and she returned unto him 

wherein is the breath of life. And they that into the ark, for the waters were on the face 

wentin, went in male and female of all flesh, of the whole earth: then he put forth his 

as God had coinmanded him: and the Lord hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto 

shut him in. And the flood was forty days him into the ark. And he stayed yet other 

upon the earth; and the waters increased, seven days; and again he sent forth the dove 

and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above out of the ark; and the dove came in to him 

the earth. And the waters prevailed, and in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an 

were increased greatly upon the earth; and olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the 

the ark went upon the face of the waters, waters were abated from off the earth. And 

And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon he stayed yet other seven days; and sent 

the earth; and all the high hills, that were forth the dove; which returned not again 

under the whole heaven, were covered, Fif- unto him any more* 

teen cubits upward did the waters prevail; And it came to pass in the six hundredth 
and the mountains were covered. And all and first year, in the first month, the first 

flesh died that moved upon the earth, both day of the month, the waters were dried up 


of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, and every man: ail in whose nostrils 
was the breath of life, of all that was in tlie 
dry land, died. And every living substance 
was destroyed which was upon the face of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the 
creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; 
and they were destroyed from the earth: and 
Noah only remained alive, and they tliat 
were with him in the ark. And the waters 
prevailed upon the earth an hundred and 
fifty days. 

And God remembered Noah, and every 
living thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark : and God made a wind to pass 
over the earth, and the waters asswaged; the 
fountains also of the deep and the windows 
of heaven were stopped, and the rain from 
heaven was restrained; and the waters re- 
turned from off the earth continually: and 
after the end of the hundred and fifty days 
the waters were abated. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, upon the mountains of 
Ararat, And the waters decreased continu- 
ally imtil the tenth month: in the tenth 
month, on the first day of the month, were 
the tops of the mountains seen. 
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and his female. Of fowls also of the air by 
sevens, the male and the female; to keep 
seed aHve upon the face of all the earth. For 
yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; 
and every living substance that I have made 
will I destroy from off the face of the earth. 
And Noah did according unto all that the 
Lord commanded him. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood of waters was upon the earth. And 
Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and 
his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, be- 
cause of the waters of the flood. Of clean 
beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and 
of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, the male and the 
female, as God had commanded Noah. And 
it came to pass after seven days, that the 
waters of the flood were upon the earth. In 
the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the 
second month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened. And the rain 
was upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 
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from off the earth: and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark^ and looked, and, behold, 
the face of the ground was dry. And in the 
second month, on the seven and twentieth 
day of the month, was the earth dried. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying. 
Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, 
and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with 
thee. Bring forth with thee every living 
thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both 
of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth j 
that they may breed abundantly in the 
earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon 
the earth. And Noah went forth, and his 
sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives 
with him : every beast, every creeping thing, 
and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth 
upon the earth, after their kinds, went 
forth out of the ark. 

The Altar 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; 
and took of every clean beast, and of every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet 
savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will 
not again curse the ground any more for 
man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth; neither will I 
again smite any more every thing living, as I 
have done. While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall 
not cease. 

The Blessing 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and 
said imto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth. And the fear of you 
and the dread of you shall be upon every 
beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of 
the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, 
and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your 
hand are they delivered. Every moving thing 
that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the 
green herb have I given you all things. But 
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall ye not eat. And surely your 
blood of your lives will I require; at the hand 
of every beast will I require it, and at the 
hand of man; at the hand of every man’s 
brother will I require the life of man. Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed : for in the image of God made he 
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man. And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and 
multiply therein. 

The Rainbow 

And God spake unto Noah, and to his 
sons with him, saying, And I, behold, I 
establish my covenant with you, and with 
your seed after you; and with every living 
creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the 
cattle, and of every beast of the earth with 
you; from all that go out of the ark, to every 
beast of the earth. And I will establish my 
covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be 
cut off any more by the waters of a flood; 
neither shall there any more be a flood to 
destroy the earth. And God said. This is 
the token of the covenant which I make 
between me and you and every living crea- 
ture that is with you, for perpetual genera- 
tions : I do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between 
me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, 
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud : and I will 
remember my covenant, which is between 
me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and the waters shall no more become 
a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow 
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is upon the earth. And God said 
unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, 
which I have established between me and all 
flesh that is upon the earth. 

The Curse of Canaan 

And the sons of Noah, that went forth of 
the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are 
the three sons of Noah : and of them was the 
whole earth overspread. 

And Noah began to be an husbandman, 
and he planted a vineyard: and he drank of 
the wine, and was drunken; and he was un- 
covered within his tent. And Ham, the 
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his 
father, and told his two brethren without. 
And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and 
laid it upon both their shoulders, and went 
backward, and covered the nakedness of 
their father; and their faces were backward, 
and they saw not their father’s nakedness. 
And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
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what his younger son had done unto him. 
And he said^ 

Cursed be Canaan; 

A servant of servants shall he be unto his 
brethren. 

And he said. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; 

And Canaan shall be his servant. 

God shall enlarge Japheth, 

And he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; 

And Canaan shall be his servant. 

And Noah lived after the flood three hun- 
dred and fifty years. And all the days of 
Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: 
and he died. 

Sons of Noah 

Now these are the generations of the sons 
of Noah^ Shem> Ham3 and Japheth : and unto 
them were sons born after the flood. The 
sons of Japheth; Gometa and Magogs and 
Madaij and Javan^ and Tubal, and Meshech^ 
and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer; Ash- 
kenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And 
the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, 
Kittim, and Dodanim. By these were the 
isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; 
every one after his tongue, after their families, 
in their nations. 

Sons of Ham 

And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, 
and Phut, and Canaan. And the sons of 
Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and 
Eaamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of 
RaamaCh ; Sheba, and Dedan. And Cush 
begat Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one 
in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before 
the Lord: wherefore it is said. Even as Nim- 
rod the mighty hunter before the Lord. And 
the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and 
Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. Out of that land went forth Asshur, 
and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, 


and Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and 
Calah: the same is a great city. And Miz- 
raim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Leha- 
bim, and Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, and 
Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) 
and Caphtorim. 

And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, 
and Heth, and the Jebusite, and the Amorite, 
and the Girgasite, and the Hivite, and the 
Arkite, and the Sinite, and the Arvadite, and 
the Zemarite, and the Hamathite ; and after- 
ward were the families of the Canaanites 
spread abroad. And the border of the Canaan- 
ites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, 
unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and 
Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even 
unto Lasha. These are the sons of Ham, after 
their families, after their tongues, in their 
countries, and in their nations. 

Sons of Shem 

Unto Shem also, the father of all the cliil- 
dren of Eber, the brother of Japheth the 
elder, even to him were children born. The 
children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and 
Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. And the 
children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, 
and Mash. And Arphaxad begat Salah; and 
Salah begat Eber. And unto Eber were born 
two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in 
his days was the earth divided; and liis 
brother’s name was Joktan. And Joktan 
begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazar- 
maveth, and Jerah, and Hadoram, and Uzal, 
and Dildah, and Obal, and Abimael, and 
Sheba, and Opliir, and Havilah, and Jobab: 
all these were the sons of Joktan. And their 
dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto 
Sephar a mount of the east. These are the 
sons of Shem, after their families, after their 
tongues, in their lands, after their nations. 
These are the families of the sons of Noah, 
after their generations, in their nations: and 
by these were the nations divided in the 
earth after the flood. 


On the general question of footnotes y it will be obvious to most readers why they have been 
omitted in this section. The new method of interpreting these chapters of Genesis:, as a Forezvord 
to the Bible:, an accompanying note to the reader of the Revelation^ makes the usual kind offoot^ 
note almost superfluous. That does not mean there are no difficulties to be solved. There are 
many y but:, thcn^ there are many books which deal with theniy and do so much more competetitly 
and thoroughly than is possible in this volume. Besides^ the ordinary readeVy we feely wants 
finger^'Pcsts rather than footnotes^ direction over the country that lies before him rather thafi 
explanations of the interesting things that lie in his way^ and these we have tried to provide in 
the general lay’^out of the pagesy the headlines ^ and the introductory paragraphs. 
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TO THE HILLS AND FIELDS OF OUR OWN PLEASANT 

Xt IS impossible for any one to visit the Holy Land and not see on the hills and in the 
fields something which reminds him of his own country. And this is true from what- 
ever cmntry Ae comes. For the natural features of Palestine are such that animals 
and plants native to every zone are, or have been, found there. In 
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LAND COMES THE REVELATION OF THIS BOOK OF GOD 

strip of country, this characteristic sample of the earth, the Revelation of God 
given to show that every land is a Holy Land. ‘Holy ’ in the same sense that Cat 
was holy; because God was in it. He who made Himself known in Canaan has i 
those days revealed His Presence in every part of the earth. 







BEGINNING OF THE GOOD NEWS 

OUR EARLIEST RECORDTS THE LIFE-HISTORY 
OF THE MAN WHO WAS CALLED GOD’S FRIEND 

GENESIS CHAPTERS 12, i— 23, 20 

Look noU says Abraham^for the story of my life in these chapters^ but for the story 
of my God. There is none like Him, And this is His glory; He has comeforwardy not 
with a scheme merely:, but with a promise for the world:, and a promise which is more 
wonderful than anything the mind of man could possibly have conceived. More than 
that; He has pledged Himself to see it fulfilled. This is the never-to-befiorgotten 
messagCy the news from heaven^ which we are to pass on to the children of men in all 
generations. 

And with the news pass on my own hearfs witness to its truth. For I have known 
Him of whom I speaky intimately y and this one fact He hasy through all my length of 
daySy brought me to believe: that He can be known and loved and trusted as a personal 
friend, Priendy did I say^ while I speak of God? It is the name my hearty if not my 
lipSy must utter, Fovy of all the gods y if there are any beside Himy He alone has been 
my Friend. To me there is no other in earth or heaven; no other Living God; no other 
Gody who speaks to many who walks with himy through all the years of his earthly 
pilgrimagey that man might learuy in fellowship with Himy the ways of righteousness 
and peace, 

THERE IS ONE GOD IN ALL THE EARTH Geriesis 12, i— 14, 24 


N OW the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee: and I will make of tliee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: and T will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed.^ So Abram departed, as the Lord 
had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 
him: and Abram was seventy and five years 
old when he departed out of Haran* And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all their substance that 
they had gathered, and the souls that they 
had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; and into the 
land of Canaan they came. 

In Canaan 

And Abram passed through the land unto 
the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. 


And the Canaanite was then in the land. 
And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and 
said. Unto thy seed will I give tliis land: and 
there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who 
appeared unto him. And he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth- 
el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-ei on 
the west, and Hai on the east: and there he 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. And Abram 
journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

In Egypt 

And there was a famine in the land: and 
Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 
there; for the famine was grievous in the 
land. And it came to pass, when he was come 
near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto 
Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou 
art a fair woman to look upon: therefore it 
shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that tlaey shall say, This is his wife : 
and they will kill me, but they will save thee 
alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister ; 


^ There are two ways of reading this passage. Abraham will be tlxe instrument of blessing, or such an 
example of blessedness that others will seek the Divine favour. 
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Stonehenge 07 % Salisbury Plain^ Wiltshire^ was once an open-air altar 


is by the wilderness. And they returned^ and 
came to En-mishpat^ which is Kadesh^ and 
smote ail the country of the Amalekites^ 
and also the Amorites^ that dwelt in Haze- 
zon-tamar. And there went out the king of 
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the 
king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and 
the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they 
joined battle with them in the vale of Sid- 
dim; with Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, 
with Tidal king of nations, and Am- 
raphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of 
Eilasar; four kings with five. And the vale 
of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings 
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; 
and they that remained fled to the mountain. 
And they took all the goods of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went 
their way. And they took Lot, Abram’s 
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
and departed. 

there came one that had escaped, and 
Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in 
plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of 
and brother of Aner: and these were 
with Abram, And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, 
armed his trained servants, born in his 
house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
them unto Dan. And he divided 
himself against them, he and his servants. 


by night, and smote them, and pursued them 
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damascus. And he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought again his brother 
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, 
and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him after his return from the slaughter of 
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were 
with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is 
the king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of 
Salem^ brought forth bread and wine : and 
he was the priest of the most high God. 
And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of die most high God, possessor of 
heaven and earth: and blessed be the most 
high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of alL 
And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to 
thyself. And Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the 
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take from 
a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will 
not take any thing that is thine, lest thou 
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich : save 
only that which the young men have eaten, 
and the portion of the men which went with 
me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let diem take 
dieir portion. 


* Salem later became known as Uru-Salem, or Jerusalem, hhe city of peace^ and this city of a beautiful 
name has become known to the world as the City of God. Coming out of it we see the king of peace (Salem), 
*the priest of the most high Godywith gifts in his hands and blessing on his lips for the man who has put his 
trust in God. It would indeed be surprising if an incident of this character and description did not become 
invested with symbolic significance (Gf. Heb. 7). The marvel is that it should appear at this point of the story. 
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to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai Abram^s 
wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 
Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram 
to be his wife. 

And he went in unto Hagar, and she con- 
ceived : and when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 
And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be 
upon thee; I have given my maid into thy 
bosom; and when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, I was despised in her eyes : the Lord 
judge between me and thee. But Abram said 
unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; 
do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai 
dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. 

And the angel of the Lord found her by 
a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the 
fountain in the way to Shur. And he said, 
Hagar, Sarai^s maid, whence earnest thou? 
and whither wilt thou go? And she said, 
I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 
And the angel of the Lord said unto her. 
Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself 
under her hands. And the angel of the Lord 
said unto her, I will multiply thy seed ex- 
ceedingly, tliat it shall not be numbered for 
multitude. And the angel of the Lord said 
unto her. Behold, thou art with child, and 
shalt bear a son, and shalt call liis name 
Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy 
affliction. And he will be a wild man;^ his 
hand will be against every man, and every 
man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell 
in the presence of all his brethren. And she 
called the name of the Lord that spake unto 
her, Thou God seest me for she said, Have 
I also here looked after him that seeth me? 
Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; 
behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered, 

And Hagar bare Abram a son : and Abram 
called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, 
Ishmael. And Abram was fourscore and six 
years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to 
Abram. 


Consecration of Children 

And when Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect. And I will 
make my covenant between me and thee, 
and will multiply thee exceedingly. And 


Abram fell on his face : and God talked with 
him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant 
is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of 
many nations. Neither shall thy name any 
more be called Abram, but thy name shall 
be Abraham; for a father of many nations 
have I made thee. And I will make thee ex- 
ceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of 
thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And 
I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee in their genera- 
tions for an everlasting covenant, to be a 
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an ever- 
lasting possession; and I will be their God. 

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt 
keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy 
seed after thee in their generations. This is 
my covenant, which ye shall keep, between 
me and you and thy seed after thee; Every 
man child among you shall be circumcised. 
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your 
foreskin; and it shall be a token of the cove- 
nant betwixt me and you. And he that is 
eight days old shall be circumcised among 
you, every man child in your generations, he 
that is born in the house, or bought with 
money of any stranger, which is not of thy 
seed. He that is born in thy house, and he 
that is bought with thy money, must needs 
be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 
your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And 
the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of 
his foreskin is not circumcised, that soixl shall 
be cut off from his people; he hath broken 
my covenant. 

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah shall her name be. And I will 
bless her, and give thee a son also of her: 
yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 
Then Abraham felt upon his face, and 
laughed, and said in Ms heart. Shall a child 
be born unto him that is an hundred years 
old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 
bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that 
Ishmael might live before thee! And God 
said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son 
indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac; 
and I will establish my covenant with him 
for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed 


^ Roving and uncontrollable like the Arabs, who regard Ishmael as their ancestor. 
^ Therefore, the Living God. 
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foreskin. And Ishmael Ms son was tMrteen I laughed notj for she was afraid. And he 
years old^ when he was circumcised in the said;, Nayj but thou didst laugh. 
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Fire from heaven is^, of course^ a primitive description of lightning 


escape thither^ for I cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thither. Therefore the name 
of the city was called Zoar. 

The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered into Zoar. Then the Lord rained 
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and 
he overthrew those cities^ and all the plain^ 
and all the inhabitants of the cities;> and that 
which grew upon the ground. But his wife 
looked back from behind him, and she be- 
came a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up 
early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord : and he looked toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward ail the 
land of tlie plain, and beheld, and, lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke 
of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed 
the cities of the plain, that God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities 
in the which Lot dwelt. 

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt 
in the mountain, and his two daughters with 
him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he 
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 
And the firstborn said unto the younger. Our 
father is old, and there is not a man in tlie 
earth to come in unto us after the manner 
of all the eartli: come, let us make our father 
drink wine, and we will lie with him, that 
we may preserve seed of our father. And 
they made their fatiier drink wine tliat night : 
and the firstborn went in, and lay with her 
father; and he perceived not when she lay 
down, nor when she arose. And it came to 
pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said 
unto the younger. Behold, I lay yesternight 
with my father: let us make him drink wine 
this night also; and go thou in, and lie with 
him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 
And they made their father drink wine that 
night also : and the yotmger arose, and lay 
with him; and he perceived not when she 
lay down, nor when she arose. Thus were 
both tlie daughters of Lot with child by their 


father. And the firstborn bare a son, and 
called his name Moab : the same is the father 
of the Moabites unto this day. And the 
younger, she also bare a son, and called his 
name Ben-ammi: the same is the father of 
the children of Ammon unto this day. 

A Nation Spared 

And Abraham journeyed from thence to- 
ward the south country, and dwelled between 
Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. 
And Abraham said of Sarah his wife. She is 
my sister : and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, 
and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech 
in a dream by night, and said to him. Behold, 
thou art but a dead man, for the woman 
wliich thou hast taken; for she is a man’s 
wife. But Abimelech had not come near her : 
and he said. Lord, wilt thou slay also a right- 
eous nation? Said he not unto me, She is 
my sister ? and she, even she herself said. He 
is my brother : in the integrity of my heart 
and innocency of my hands have I done this . 
And God said unto him in a dream. Yea, 
I know that thou didst this in the integrity 
of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from 
sinning against me : therefore suffered I thee 
not to touch her. Now therefore restore the 
man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he 
shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live : and if 
thou restore her not, know thou tliat thou 
shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 

Therefore Abimelech rose early in the 
morning, and called all his servants, and told 
all these things in their ears; and the men 
were sore afraid. Then Abimelech called 
Abraham, and said unto him. What hast 
thou done imto us ? and what have I offended 
thee, that thou hast brought on me and on 
my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done 
deeds tmto me that ought not to be done. 
And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What 
sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? 
And Abraham said, Because I thought, 
Surely the fear of God is not in this place; 
and they will slay me for my wife’s sake. 


25 





GENESIS 22, i8 

blessed^ because thou hast obeyed my voice.^ 
So Abraham returned unto his young men^ 
and they rose up and went together to Beer- 
sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

Relatives of Abraham 

And it came to pass after these things^ that 
it was told Abraham^ saying^ Behold^ Milcahj 
she hath also born children unto thy brother 
Nahor I Huz his firstborn^ and Buz his brother^ 
and Kemuel the father of Aram;> and Chesed^ 
and HazOa and Pildash, and Jidlapli, and 
BethueL And Bethuel begat Rebekah : these 
eight Milcah did bear to Nahor^ Abraham’s 
brother. And his concubine^ whose name 
was Reumahj she bare also Tebah^ and Ga- 
ham, and Thahash^ and Maachah. 

Death of Sarah 

And Sarah was an hundred and seven and 
twenty years old: these were the years of the 
life of Sarah. And Sarah died in Klirjath- 
arba; the same is Hebron in the land of 
Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for 
Sarah, and to weep for her* 

And Abraham stood up from before his 
dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, say- 
ing, I am a stranger and a sojourner with 
you; give me a possession of a buryingpkce 
with you, that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight . And the children of Heth answered 
Abraham, saying unto him. Hear us, my lord : 
thou art a mighty prince among us: in the 
choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead ; none 
of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, 
but that thou mayest bury thy dead. And 
Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the 
people of the land, even to the children of 
Hetii. And he communed with them, saying, 
If it be your mind that I should bury my 
dead out of my sights hear me, and intreat 


for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he 
may give me the cave of Machpelah, which 
he hath, which is in the end of his fields for 
as much money as it is worth he shall give 
it me for a possession of a buryingpkce 
amongst you. And Ephron dwelt among the 
children of Hetli: and Ephron the Hittite 
answered Abraham in the audience of the 
children of Heth, even of all that went in at 
the gate of his city, saying, Nay, my lord, 
hear me ; the field give I thee, and tlie cave 
that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence 
of the sons of my people give I it thee : bury 
thy dead. And Abraham bowed down him- 
self before the people of the land. And he 
spake unto Ephron in tlie audience of the 
people of the land, saying. But if thou wilt 
give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee 
money for the field; take it of me, and I will 
bury my dead there. And Ephron answered 
Abraham, saying unto him. My lord, hearken 
unto me: the land is worth four hundred 
shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and 
thee? bury therefore thy dead. And Abra- 
ham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham 
weighed to Ephron the silver, wiiich he had 
named in the audience of the sons of Heth, 
four hundred shekels of silver, current money 
with the merchant. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in 
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the 
field, and the cave which was therein, and 
all the trees^ that were in the field, that were 
in all the borders round about, were made 
sure unto Abraham for a possession In the 
presence of the children of Heth, before all 
that went in at the gate of his city. And after 
this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre : 
the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 
And the field, and the cave that is therein, 
were made sure imto Abraham for a posses- 
sion of a buryingpkce by the sons of Heth* 


^ A terrible custom was in vogue and had to be abrogated. So God made it dear to Abraham that diild- 
sacrifices were not to be made to Him. This meant new thoughts of God for Abraham. It is difiicult for us, 
who have been brought up in the knowledge of tlie Fatlierhood of God, to realize the overwhelming amaze« 
ment of a man who has suddenly and unexpectedly been made aware of tlie fatlier-heart of the Almighty, by 
a token of tender care for his own son. It is impossible to measure the significance or the far-reaching results 
of such a moving revelation and experience. 

^ He bought all the rights. The text is in the form of a legal contract on which everytliing is specified. 



THE S E T TEE S S T O RY 


IT READS LIKE A FIRESIDE TALE TOLD TO THE 
FAMILY CIRCLE BUT IT CONTAINS NEWS OF GOD 

FOR EVERY HOME 


GENESIS CHAPTERS 24, i— 28, 9 

The God of Nations is the God of the Family. That is the great truth:, says IsaaCj which 
this age of revelation has impressed upon me. I had the first hint of it when I went with 
my f ather to the mount of sacrifice:, hut it was not until I had a home of my own that the 
full glory of the fact took possession of my heart. My home was like many others:, where 
children and aged relatives make up the family circle. Intrigues and quarrels sometimes 
arose:, and the shadow of death fell upon our rejoicings. But this I found: God was in 
the home as well as in the country. 


by the Lord^ the God of heaven, and the 
God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a 
wife unto my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou 
shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, 
and take a wife unto my son Isaac. And the 


AND Abraham was old, and well stricken 
in age: and the Lord had blessed Abraham 
in all things. And Abraham said unto his 
eldest servant of his house, that ruled over 
all that he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand 
under my tliigh: and I will make thee swear 


GENESIS 24, 5 

servant said unto hinij Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto 
this land: must I needs bring thy son again 
unto the land from whence thou earnest? 
And Abraham said unto him^ Beware thou 
that thou bring not my son thither again. 
The Lord God of heaven, which took me 
from my father’s house, and from the land of 
my kindred, and which spake unto me, and 
that sware unto me, saying. Unto thy seed 
will I give this land; he shall send his angel 
before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto 
my son from thence. And if the woman will 
not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt 
be clear from tliis my oath: only bring not 
my son thither again. And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter. 


And the servant took ten camels of the 
camels of his master, and departed; for all 
the goods of his master were in his hand: 
and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, 
unto the city of Nahor. And he made his 
camels to kneel down without the city by a 
well of water at the time of the evening, even 
the time that women go out to draw water. 
And he said, O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed 
this day, and shew kindness unto my master 
Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well 
of water; and the daughters of the men of the 
city come out to draw water : and let it come 
to pass, that tlie damsel to whom I shall say. 
Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink; and she shall say. Drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink also: let the same 
be she that thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that 
thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

And it came to pass, before he had done 
speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, 
who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the 
wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her 
pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel 
was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither 
had any man known her: and she went down 
to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came 
up. And the servant ran to meet her, and 
said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water 
of ihy pitcher. And she said, Drink, my 
lord : and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
upon her hand, and gave him drink. And 
when she had done giving him drink, she 


said, I will draw water for thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking. And she 
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the 
trough, and ran again unto the well to draw 
water, and drew for all his camels. And the 
man wondering at her held his peace, to wit 
whether the Lord had made his journey 
prosperous or not. And it came to pass, as 
the camels had done drinking, that the man 
took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, 
and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels 
weight of gold; and said. Whose daughter 
art thou? tell me, I pray diee: is there room 
in thy father’s house for us to lodge in? And 
she said unto him, I am the daughter of 
Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare 
unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him, We 
have both straw and provender enough, and 
room to lodge in. And the man bowed down 
his head, and worshipped the Lord. And he 
said. Blessed be the Lord God of my master 
Abraham, who hath not left destitute my 
master of his mercy and his truth : I being in 
the way, the Lord led me to the house of my 
master’s brethren. And the damsel ran, and 
told them of her mother’s house these things. 

Rebekah^ $ Brother 

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name 
was Laban : and Laban ran out unto the man, 
unto the well. And it came to pass, when he 
saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister’s 
hands, and when he heard the words of 
Rebekah his sister, saying. Thus spake the 
man unto me ; that he came unto the man ; 
and, behold, he stood by the camels at the 
well. And he said. Come in, thou blessed of 
the Lord; wherefore standest thou without? 
for I have prepared the house, and room for 
the camels. 

Rebekah^ s Home 

And the man came into the house : and he 
ungirded his camels, and gave straw and 
provender for the camels, and water to wash 
his feet, and the men’s feet that were with 
him. -tod there was set meat before him to 
eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have 
told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 
And he said, I am Abraham’s servant. And 
the Lord hath blessed my master greatly; 
and he is become great: and he hath given 
him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, 
and menservants, and maidservants, and 
camels, and asses. And Sarah my master’s 


Rebekah 





* Boiling broth or soup. 


* The firstborn had the right to a double share of the property. 
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Family Relatives 

Then again Abraham took a wife, and her 
name was Keturah. And che bare him Zim- 
ran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, 
and Ishbak, and Shuah. And Jokshan begat 
Sheba, and Dedan, And the sons of Dedan 
were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leum- 
mim. And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and 
Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. 
All these were the children of Keturah. 

And Abraham gave all that he had tmto 
Isaac. But unto the sons of the concubines, 
which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, 
and sent them away from Isaac his son, while 
he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 
And these are the days of the years of Abra- 
ham’s life which he lived, an hundred three- 
score and fifteen years. Then Abraham gave 
up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an 
old man, and full of years ; and was gathered 
to liis people. And his sons Isaac and Ish- 
mael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, 
in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the 
Hittite, which is before Mamre; the field 
which Abraham purchased of the sons of 
Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah 
his wife. And it came to pass after the death 
of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; 
and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi. 

Now these are the generations of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egj^tian, 
Sarah’s handmaid, bare imto Abraham: and 
these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, 
by their names, according to their genera- 
tions: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; 
and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, and 
Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, Hadar, 
and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 
these are the sons of Ishmael, and these are 
their names, by tlieir towns, and by their 
castles ; twelve princes according to their 
nations . And these are the years of the life of 
Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven 
years; and he gave up the ghost and died; 
and was gathered unto his people. And they 
dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before 
Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he 
died in the presence of all his brethren. 

Rebekah^s Children 

And these are the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac: and 
Isaac was forty years old when he took 


Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel 
the Syrian of Padan-aram, the sister to Laban 
the Syrian. And Isaac intreated the Lord for 
his wife, because she was barren: and the 
Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived. And the children struggled 
together within her; and she said. If it be so, 
why am I thus? And she went to iaquire of 
the Lord. And the Lord said unto her, 

Two nations are in thy womb. 

And two manner of people shall be sepa- 
rated from thy bowels ; 

And the one people shall be stronger than 
the other people; 

And the elder shall serve the younger. 

And when her days to be delivered were 
fulfilied, behold, tliere were twins in her 
womb. And the first came out red, all over 
like an hairy garment; and they called his 
name Esau. And after that came his brother 
out, and his hand took hold on Esau’s heel; 
and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac 
was threescore years old when she bare them. 
And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a 
plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac 
loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: 
but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

The Family Birthright 

And Jacob sod pottage :* and Esau came 
from the field, and he was faint : and Esau 
said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that same red pottage; for I am faint : there- 
fore was his name called Edom. And Jacob 
said. Sell me this day thy birthright,® And 
Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die : 
and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 
And Jacob said. Swear to me this day ; and he 
sware unto him : and he sold his birthright 
unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread 
and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and 
drink, and rose up, and went his way: tlius 
Esau despised his birthright. 

A New Home 

And there was a famine in the land, beside 
the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech 
king of the Philistines unto Gerar. And the 
Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not 
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I 
shall tell thee of: sojourn in this land, and 










In the days of Esau^^ hunting was a necessity. 


he shall be blessed. And when Esau heard 
the words of his father^ he cried with a great 
and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his 
father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 
And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, 
and hath taken away thy blessing. And he 
said, Is not he righdy named Jacob ? for he 
hath supplanted me these two times : he took 
away my birthright; and, behold, now he 
hatli taken away my blessing. And he said. 
Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 
And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, 
Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all 
“ his brethren have I given to him for servants ; 
and with com and wine have I sustained 
him : and what shall I do now unto thee, my 
son? And Esau said unto his father. Hast 
thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, 
even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted 
up his voice, and wept. And Isaac his father 
answered and said unto him. 

Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of 
the earth. 

And of the dew of heaven from above; 

And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt 
serve thy brother; 

And it shall come to pass when thou shalt 
have the dominion. 

That thou shalt break his yoke from ofi thy 
neck. 

A Family Feud 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing wherewith his father blessed him : 
and Esau said in his heart. The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then 
will I slay my brother Jacob. And these 
words of Esau her elder son were told to 
Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy 
brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort 
himself, purposing to kill thee. Now there- 


fore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee 
thou to Laban my brother to Haran; and 
tarry with hkn a few days, until thy brother’s 
fury turn away; until thy brother’s anger 
turn away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then I will 
send, and fetch thee from thence : why should 
I be deprived also of you both in one day? 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of 
my life because of the daughters of Heth: if 
Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, 
such as these which are of the daughters of 
the land, what good shall my life do me? 
And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, 
and charged him, and said unto him, Thou 
shalt not take a wife of the daughters of 
Canaan. Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the 
house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and 
take thee a wife from thence of the daughters 
of Laban thy mother’s brother. And God 
Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
multitude of people; and give thee the bless- 
ing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with 
thee ; that thou mayest inherit the land where- 
in thou art a stranger, which God gave unto 
Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob : and 
he went to Padan-aram unto Laban, son of 
Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, 
Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 

When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed 
Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-aram, to 
take him a wife from thence; and that as he 
blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters 
of Canaan; and that Jacob obeyed his father 
and his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram; 
and Esau seeing tliat the daughters of Canaan 
pleased not Isaac his father; then went Esau 
unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which 
he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael 
Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be 
his wife. 
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THE HERDSMAN’S STORY 


THRILLING NEWS OF A PLAIN MAN’S DISCOVERY 
IN THE EVERYDAY STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE 


GENESIS CHAPTERS 28, lo— 36, 43 

Write down this news^ says Jacoby where all the sons of men can read it; publish it in 
the streets and ma7*ket-places^ in the fields and on the highways—the God who is over 
all the earth and all its peoples is the personal God of every individual Of the man who 
has done wrong? Look at me^ the crafty^, deceitful thief and fugitive:^ ashamed as I am 
now to own it. Yet He found me^ spoke to me^ blessed me. Where is the man He has 
not blessed more than he deserves? But the plain man^ the man on the roady the hired 
labourer in thefieldsy is the Great God mindful of him? Is not that just how and where 
He found me? I tell you He is close to every one. And when trouble comesy as it came 
to me in my later yearsy trouble almost too heavy to be borncy because it was brought upon 
me by my own childreuy His help fails not. 


oil ’upon the top of it. And he called the 
name of that place Beth-el : but the name of 
that city was called Luz at the first. And 
Jacob vowed a vow^ sayings If God will be 
with mca and will keep me in this way that 
I go^ and will give me bread to eat^ and 
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord 
be my God: and this stone, which I have set 
for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. 

Rachel y the Shepherdess 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came 
into the land of the people of the east. And 
he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, 
lo, .there were three flocks of sheep lying by 
it; for put of that well they watered the flocks : 
and a great stone was upon the well’s mouth. 
And thither were all the flocks gathered : and 
they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, 
and watered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his place. 
And Jacob said unto them. My brethren, 
whence be ye? And they said. Of Haran are 
we. And he said unto them, Know ye Laban 
the son of Nahor? And they said. We know 
him. And he said unto them, Is he well? 
And they said. He is well: and, behold, 
Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 
And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither 
is it time that the cattle should be gathered 


On the Road 


MND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, 
/ ^ and went toward Haran. And he 
lighted upon a certain place, and 
jL a. tarried tliere all night, because the 
sun was set; and he took of the stones of that 
place, and put them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep . And he dreamed, 
and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven: and behold 
the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, 
and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac : the land 
whereon thou Hest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed ; and thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to 
the west, and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south : and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
tltee in aU places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land ; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that which I 
have spoken to thee oL And Jacob awaked 
out of his sleep, and he said. Surely the Lord 
is in this place; and I knew it not. And he 
was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this 
place! this is none other but the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 
and took the stone that he had put for his 
pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured 
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The shepherd in the East is 


When Leah saw that she had left bearing^ 
she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob 
to wife. And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob 
a son. And Leah said, A troop cometh: and 
she called his name Gad. And Zilpah Leah’s 
maid bare Jacob a second son. And Leah 
said. Happy am I, for the daughters wiU call 
me blessed: and she called his name Asher. 

And Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, 
and brought them -unto Ids mother Leah. 
Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, 1 pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes. And she said 
unto her. Is it a small matter that thou hast 
taken my husband? and wouldest thou take 
away my son’s mandrakes also? And Rachel 
said. Therefore he shall lie with thee to night 
for thy son’s mandrakes. And Jacob came 
out of the field in the eveiiing, and Leah 
went out to meet him, and said. Thou must 
come in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And he lay 
with her that night. And God hearkened 
unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare 
Jacob the fifth son. And Leah said, God 
hath given me my hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she called 
his name Issachar. And Leah conceived 
again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. And 
Leah said, God hath endued me with a good 
dowry ; now will my husband dwell with me, 
because I have bom him six sons; and she 
called his name Zebulun, And afterwards 


she bare a daughter, and called her name 
Dinah. 

And God remembered Rachel, and God 
hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 
And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, 
God hath taken away my reproach: and she 
called his name Joseph; and said. The Lord 
shall add to me another son. 

Among the Flocks and Herds 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had born 
Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send 
me away, that I may go unto mine own place, 
and to my country. Give me my wives and 
my children, for whom I have served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my service 
which I have done thee. And Laban said 
unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour 
in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by 
experience that the Lord hath blessed me for 
thy sake. And he said. Appoint me thy 
wages, and I will give it. And he said unto 
him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, 
and how thy cattle was with me. For it was 
little which tliou hadst before I came, and it 
is now increased unto a multitude; and the 
Lord hath blessed thee since my coming: 
and now when shall I provide for mine own 
house also ? And he said. What shall I give 
thee? And Jacob said. Thou shalt not give 
me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for 
me, I will again feed and keep thy flodk: 
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the brother of all shepherds 


I will pass through all thy flock to day, 
removing from thence all the speckled and 
spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among 
the sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall be my 
hire. So shall my righteousness answer for 
me in time to come, when it shall come for 
my hire before thy face: every one that is not 
speckled and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall be counted 
stolen with me. And Laban said. Behold, I 
would it might be according to thy word. 
And he removed that day the he goats that 
were ringstraked and spotted, and ail the she 
goats that were speckled and spotted, and 
every one that had some white in it, and all 
the brown among the sheep, and gave them 
into the hand of his sons. And he set three 
days’ journey betwixt himself and Jacob: 
and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks. 

And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, 
and of the hazel and chesnut tree ; and pilled 
white strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods. And he set 
the rods which he had pilled before the 
flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that tliey 
should conceive when they came to drink. 
And the flocks conceived before the rods, and 
brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, 
and spotted. And Jacob did separate the 
lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward 
the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock 


of Laban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not xmto Laban’s 
cattle. And it came to pass, whensoever the 
stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid 
the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the 
gutters, that they might conceive among the 
rods . But when the cattle were feeble, he put 
them not in : so the feebler were Laban’s, and 
the stronger Jacob’s. And the man increased 
exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maid- 
servants, and menservants, and camels, and 
asses. 

And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, 
saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was 
our father’s; and of that which was our 
father’s hath he gotten all this glory. And 
Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, 
behold, it was not toward him as before. 
And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto 
the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; 
and I will be with thee. 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and 
Leah to the field unto his flock, and said 
unto them, I see your father’s countenance, 
that it is not toward me as before; but the 
God of my father hath been with me. And 
ye know that with all my power I have 
served your father. And your father hath 
deceived me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 
If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy 
wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and 
if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy 
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hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 
Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your 
father^ and given them to me. And it came 
to pass at the time that the cattle conceived^ 
tliat I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, 
and, behold, the rams which leaped upon 
the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and 
grisled. And the angel of God spake unto 
me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, 
Here am L And he said, Lift up now thine 
eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the 
cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled : 
for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto 
thee. I am the God of Beth-el, where thou 
anointedst the pillar, and where thou vow- 
edst a vov/ tmto me : now arise, get thee out 
from this land, and return unto the land of 
thy kindred. And Rachel and Leah answered 
and said unto him. Is there yet any portion 
or inheritance for us in our father's house? 
Are we not counted of him strangers? for 
he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured 
also our money. For all the riches which 
God hath taken from our father, that is ours, 
and our children's: now then, whatsoever 
God hath said unto thee, do. 

Homeward Bound 

Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and 
his wives upon camels^ and he carried away 
all his cattle, and all his goods which he had 
gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had 
gotten in Padan-aram, for to go to Isaac his 
father in the land of Canaan* And Laban 
went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had 
stolen the images that were her father's. And 
Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the 
Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 
So he fled with all that he had; and he rose 
up, and passed over the river, and set his 
face toward the mount Gilead. 

And it was told Laban on the third day 
that Jacob was fled. And he took his brethren 
with him^ and pursued after him seven days' 
journey ; and they overtook him in the mount 
Gilead. And God came to Laban the Syrian 
in a dream by night, and said imto him, Take 
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob 
had pitched his tent in the mount : and Laban 
with his brethren pitched in the mount of 


Gilead. And Laban said to Jacob, What hast 
thou done, that thou hast stolen away un- 
awares tome, and carried away my daughters, 
as captives taken with the sword? Wherefore 
didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away 
from me ; and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, and with 
songs, with tabret, and with harp? And hast 
not suffered me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in 
so doing. It is in the power of my hand to 
do you hurt: but the God of your father 
spake unto me yesternight, saying. Take thou 
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. And now, though thou wouldest 
needs be gone, because thou sore longedst 
after thy father’s house, yet wherefore hast 
thou stolen my gods?’^ And Jacob answered 
and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by 
force thy daughters from me. With whom- 
soever thou findest thy gods, let him not live : 
before our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob 
knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and 
into Leah's tent, and into the two maid- 
servants' tents ; but he found them not. Then 
went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into 
Rachel's tent. Now Rachel had taken the 
images, and put them in the camel's furni- 
ture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched 
all the tent, but found them not. And she 
said to her father. Let it not displease my 
lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for 
the custom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with 
Laban: and Jacob answered and said to 
Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, 
that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 
Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, 
what hast thou found of all thy household 
stuff? set it here before my bretliren and thy 
brethren, that they may judge betwixt us 
both. This twenty years have I been with 
thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not 
cast their young, and the rams of thy flock 
have I not eaten. That which was torn of 
beasts I brought not unto tiiee; I bare the 
loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, 
whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 
Thus I was; in the day the drought con- 


* These household gods or images, like the mascots which superstitious people treasure to-day, were sup- 
posed to bring iuck, Jacob did not believ'e in them, and, on page 44 we read, he told his household to get 
rid of them. 
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^ When Jacob thought he was alone, he discovered he was hot alone. There was a mysterious someone, 
mightier than himself with him, taking hold of him. He struggled to get free, and in the effort realized it was 
the Living God he was fighting against. The moment the truth flashed upon him, he tightened his grasp, 
and refused to let Him go as the dawn drew near. With a day of danger and dififtcuity before him he cried, *1 
will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me’. 


GENESIS 32, r8 

They be thy servant Jacob’s; it is a present 
sent unto my lord Esau : and, behold, also he 
is behind us. And so commanded he the 
second, and the tliird, and all that followed 
the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye 
speak unto Esau, when ye find him. And say 
ye moreover. Behold, thy servant Jacob is 
behind us. For he said, I will appease hhn 
with the present that goeth before me, and 
afterward I will see liis face; peradventure 
he will accept of me. So went the present 
over before him: and himself lodged that 
night in the company. 

An All-night Struggle 

And he rose up that night, and took his 
two wives, and his two womenservants, and 
his eleven sons, and passed over the ford 
Jabbok. And he took them, and sent them 
over the brook, and sent over that he had. 
And Jacob was left alone and there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. 
And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of his 
thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was 
out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And 
he said. Let me go, for the day breaketh, 
And he said, I will not let thee go^ except 
thou bless me. And he said unto him, What 
is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he 
said, Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast 
prevailed. And Jacob asked bom, and said, 
TeUme, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, 
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name ? And he blessed him tlxere. And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel : for I 
have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved. And as he passed over Penuel 
the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon 
his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel 
eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is 
upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: 
because he touched the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

Welcome Home 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and, behold, Esau came, and with him four 


hundred men. And he divided the children 
unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the 
two handmaids. And he put the handmaids 
and their children foremost, and Leah and 
her children after, and Rachel and Joseph 
hindermost. And he passed over before them, 
and bowed himself to the ground seven times, 
until he came near to his brother. 

And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: 
and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And he said. 
The children which God hath graciously 
given thy servant. Then the handmaidens 
came near, they and their children, and they 
bowed themselves. And Leah also with her 
children came near, and bowed themselves : 
and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and 
they bowed themselves. And he said. What 
meanest thou by all this drove which I met? 
And he said. These are to find grace in the 
sight of my lord. And Esau said, I have 
enough, my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray 
thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: for 
therefore I have seen thy face, as though I 
had seen the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, my 
blessing that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, and 
because I have enough. And he urged him, 
and he took it. 

And he said, Let us take our journey, and 
let us go, and I will go before thee. And he 
said unto him, My lord knoweth that the 
children are tender, and the flocks and herds 
with young are with me: and if men should 
overdrive them one day, all the flock will die. 
Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before 
his servant : and I will lead on softly, accord- 
ing as the cattle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure, until I come unto 
my lord tmto Seir. And Esau said, Let me 
now leave with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said. What needeth it? let 
me find grace in the sight of my lord. So 
Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 
And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built 
him an house, and made booths for his 
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come to an evil man^ the second part shows that trials 


cattle: therefore the name of the place is 
called Succoth, 


Days of Distress 


GENESIS 34, 30 


And Jacob came to Shalem,^ a city of 
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 
when he came from Padan-aram i and pitched 
his tent before the city. And he bought a 
parcel of a field, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for an hundred pieces of 
money. And he erected there an altar, and 
called it El-elohe-Israel. 

And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which 
she bare xonto Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land. And when Shechem 
the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, saw her, he took her, and lay with 
her, and defiled her. And his soul clave unto 
Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 
the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 
And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, 
saying. Get me this damsel to wife. And 
Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his 
daughter : now his sons were with his cattle 
in the field : and Jacob held his peace until 
they were come. 

And Hamor the father of Shechem went 
out unto Jacob to commune with him. And 
the sons of Jacob came out of the field when 
they heard it: and the men were grieved, 
and they were very wroth, because he had 
wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s 
daughters which thing ought not to be done. 
And Hamor communed with them, saying, 
The soul of my son Shechem longeth for 
your daughter : I pray you give her him to 
wife. And make ye marriages with us, and 
give your daughters unto us, and take our 
dauglxters unto you. And ye shall dwell with 
us; and the land shall be before you ^ dwell 
and trade ye therein, and get you possessions 
therein. And Shechem said unto her father 
and unto her brethren. Let me find grace in 
your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I 
will give. Ask me never so much dowry and 
gift, and I will give according as ye shall say 
unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. 
And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem 
and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, 
because he had defiled Dinah their sister: 
And they said unto them, We cannot do tliis 
thing, to give our sister to one that is un- 

^ If the first half of Jacobis life shows that blessings 
come to a good man. 


circumcised; for that were a reproach unto 
us : but in this will we consent unto you: If 
ye will be as we be, that every male of you 
be circumcised; then will we give our daugh- 
ters unto you, and we will take your daughters 
to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will 
become one people . But if ye will not hearken 
unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take 
our daughter, and we will be gone. And their 
words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor’s 
son. And the young man deferred not to do 
the thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s 
daughter: and he was more honourable than 
all the house of ins father. 

And Hamor and Shechem his son came 
unto the gate of their city, and communed 
with the men of their city, saying. These 
men are peaceable with us; therefore let 
them dwell in the land, and trade therein; 
for the land, behold, it is large enough for 
them; let us take their daughters to us for 
wives, and let us give them our daughters. 
Only herein will the men consent unto us for 
to dwell with us, to be one people, if every 
male among us be circumcised, as they are 
circumcised. Shall not their cattle and their 
substance and every beast of theirs be ours? 
only let us consent unto them, and they will 
dwell with us. And unto Hamor and unto 
Shechem his son hearkened all that went out 
of the gate of his city; and every male was 
circumcised, all that went out of the gate of 
his city. 

And it came to pass on the third day, when 
they were sore, that two of tlie sons of Jacob, 
Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took 
each man his sword, and came upon the city 
boldly, and slew all the males. And they 
slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the 
edge of tlie sword, and took Dinah out of 
Shechem’s house, and went out. The sons 
of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled 
the city, because they had defiled their sister. 
They took their sheep, and their oxen, and 
their asses, and that which was in the city, 
and that which was in the field, and all their 
wealth, and all their little ones, and their 
wives took they captive, and spoiled even all 
that was in the house. And Jacob said to 
Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to 
make me to stink among the inhabitants of 
the land, among the Ganaanites and the 
Perizzites: and I being few in number, they 
shall gather themselves together against me. 





GENESIS 36, 43 

are the sons of Esau, which were born unto Edom. And the children of Lotan were Hori 
him in the land of Canaan. And Esau took and Hemamj and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 
his wives, and his sons, and his daughters. And the children of Shobal were theses 
and all the persons of his house, and his Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, 
cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, and Onam. And these are the children of 
which he had got in the land of Canaan^ and Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that 
went into the country from the face of Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, 
his brother Jacob. For their riches were as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father. And 
more than that they might dwell together; the children of Anah were these; Dishon, 
and the land wherein they were strangers and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. And 
could not bear them because of their cattle, these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, 
Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. The 
Edom. children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaa- 

And these are the generations of Esau the van, and Altan. The children of Dishan are 
father of the Edomites in mount Seir: these these; Uz, and Aran. These are the dukes 
are the names of Esau’s sons; Eliphaz the that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke 
son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, duke Di- 
of Bashemath the wife of Esau. And the sons shon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the 
of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes 
Gatam, and Kenaz. And Timna was concu- in the land of Seir. 

bine to Eliphaz Esau’s son; and she bare to And these are the kings that reigned in the 
Eliphaz Amalek : these were the sons of Adah land of Edom, before there reigned any king 
Esau’s wife. And these are the sons of Reuel; over the children of Israel. And Bela the son 
Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: of Beor reigned in Edom : and tlie name of 
these were the sons of Bashemath Esau’s his city was Dinhabah. And Bela died, and 
wife. And these were the sons of Aholibamah, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in 
thedaughterof Anah the daughter of Zibeon, his stead. And Jobab died, and Husham of 
Esau’s wife : and she bare to Esau Jeush, and the land of Temani reigned in his stead. And 
Jaalam, and Korah. Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, 

These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the who smote Midian in the 
sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; reigned in his stead : and the name of his city 
duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke was Avith. And Hadad died, and Samlah of 
Kenaz, duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Masrekah reigned in his stead. And Samlah 
Amalek: these are the dukes that came of died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river 
Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the reigned in his stead. And Saul died, and 
sons of Adah. And these are the sons of Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his 
Reuel Esau’s son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, stead. And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor 
duke Shammah, duke Mizzah : these are the died, and Hadar reigned in his stead : and the 
dukes that came of Reuel in the land of name of his city was Pau; and his wife’s 
Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Hatred, 
Esau’s wife. And these are the sons of Aholi- the daughter of Mezahab. 
bamah Esau’s wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaa- And these are the names of the dukes that 
lam, duke Korah; these were the dukes that came of Esau, according to their families, 
came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, after their places, by their names; duke Tim- 
Esau’s wife. These are the sons of Esau, who nah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth, duke AhoH- 
is Edom, and these are their dukes. bamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, duke Kenaz, 

These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who duke Teman, duke Mibzar, duke Magdiel, 
inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, 
Zibeon, and Anah, and Dishon, and Ezer, according to their habitations in the land of 
and Dishan: these are the dukes of the their possession: he is Esau the father of the 
Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edomites. 
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THE HARVESTER’S STORY 


DREAMS COME TRUE AS GOD^S PURPOSE RIPENS 
AND HIS PROMISES TO MANKIND ARE FULFILLED 


genesis chapters 31, 1-50, 26 

In my life^ says Joseph I have seen the God of Nature and of Nations declare His 
Sovereignty in lands far from my home and among people mightier than my own. His 
Love^ too:^ I have seen^ as Isaac and Jacob saw it:, overshadowing the Family Circle and 
the personal lives of men. But more than this has been made manifest to me. God 
has declared Himself to be not only the God of the patriarchs^, Abraham:, Isaac^, and 
Jacob:, hut the God also of youth of young people^ even those who^ like me:, have suffered 
the loss of home and friends and fortune:, and have had nothing left to them in the 
world but their youth and their dreams. Now I know^ His care covers them^ His Cove-- 
nant claims them, and, with their loyalty and devotion. He will bring to pass before the 
eyes of the world all He has purposed in His heart to do for mankind. So, to you, the 
youth of all generations I speak; for on you the bright light of this revelation falls. 


Joseph and His Dreams 

M ND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein 
his father was a stranger j in the land 
of Canaan. These are the genera- 
A tions of J acob. Joseph^ being seven- 

teen years old^ was feeding the flock with his 
brethren^ and the lad was with the sons of 
Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah^ his 
father^s wives: and Joseph brought unto his 
father their evil report. Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than all his childrena because 
he was the son of his old age: and he made 
him a coat of many colours. And when his 
brethren saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told 
it his brethren: and they hated him yet the 
more. And he said unto them. Hear, I pray 
you, this dream which I have dreamed: for, 
behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, 
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood up- 
right; and, behold, your sheaves stood round 
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And 
his brethren said to Mm, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have 
dominion over us? And they hated him yet 
the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and 
told it his brethren, and said. Behold, I have 
dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun 
and the moon and the eleven stars made 


obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, 
and to Ms brethren: and Ms father rebuked 
him, and said imto him. What is tMs dream 
that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy 
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee to the earth? And 
his brethren envied Mm; but Ms father ob- 
served the saying. 

Joseph and His Brothers 

And his brethren went to feed their father^'s 
flock in Shechem. And Israel said unto Jo- 
seph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto 
them. And he said to him, Here am I. And 
he said to Mm, Go, I pray thee, see whether 
it be well with thy brethren, and well with 
the flocks; and bring me word again. So he 
sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found Mm, and, behold, 
he was wandering in the field: and the man 
asked Mm, saying, What seekest thou? And 
he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks. And the 
man said. They are departed hence; for I 
heard them say. Let us go to Dothan. And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan. And when they saw Mm 
afar off, even before he came near unto them, 
they conspired against Mm to slay Mm, And 
they said one to another. Behold, tMs dreamer 
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pany of Isbmeelites came from Gilead with 
their camels bearing spicery and balm and 
myrrhs going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto his brethren^ What profit 
is it if we slay our brothers and conceal his 
blood? Comes and let us sell him to the 
Ishmeelitess and let not our hand be upon 
him; for he is our brother and our flesh. 
And his brethren were content. Then there 
passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they 
drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pits and 
sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty 
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; ands 
behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he 


of Pharaoh’s, and captain of the guard,^ 


Tribal History 


And it came to pass at that time, that Judah 
went down from his brethren, and turned 
in to a certain AduUamite, whose name was 
Hirah. And Judah saw there a daughter of 
a certain Ganaanite, whose name was Shuah; 
and he took her, and went in unto her. And 
she conceived, and bare a son; and he called 
his name Er. And she conceived again, and 
bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 
And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; 
and called his name Shelah: and he was at 
Chezib, when she bare him. And Judah 


^ When did this happen? Can we fix the date? Only approximately^, though we feel in the story of Joseph 
we are getting on to more solid ground than is provided by the earlier narratives of Genesis. The general view 
is that Joseph was„taken to Egypt during the reign of one of the Shepherd-Kings, who formed the Hyksos 
dynasty. They were Asiatic Invaders who had conquered the Egyptians, and ruled over the country for about 
500 years. Authorities dhfer as to the length of the Hyksos domination. 





GENESIS 38, 6 

took a wife for Er his firstborn^ whose name 
was Tamar. And Judah’s firstborn^ was 
wicked in the sight of the Lord; and the 
Lord slew him. And Judah said unto Onan, 
Go in unto thy brother’s wife-, and marry 
her, and raise up seed to thy brother. And 
Onan knew that the seed should not be 
his; and it came to pass, when he went in 
unto his brother’s wife, diat he spilled it on 
the ground, lest that he should give seed to 
his brother. And the thing which he did 
displeased the Lord : wherefore he slew him 
also. Then said Judah to Tamar his daugh- 
ter in law. Remain a widow at thy father’s 
house, till Shelah my son be grown; for he 
said. Lest peradventure he die also, as his 
brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt 
in her father’s house. 

And in process of time the daughter of 
Shuah Judah’s wife died; and Judah was 
comforted, and went up unto his sheep- 
shearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah 
the Adullamite. And it was told Tamar, 
saying. Behold thy father in law goeth up 
to Timnath to shear his sheep. And she 
put her widow’s garments off from her, and 
covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, 
and sat in an open place, which is by the 
way to Tirrmath; for she saw that Shelah was 
grown, and she was not given unto hhn to 
wife. When Judah saw her, he thought her 
to be an harlot; because she had covered her 
face. And he turned unto her by the way, 
and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in 
unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his 
daughter in law.) And she said. What wilt 
thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto 
me? And he said, I will send thee a kid from 
the hock. And she said, WUt thou give me 
a pledge, till thou send it? And he said. 
What pledge shall I give thee? And she said. 
Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff 
that is in thine hand. And he gave it her. 


and came in unto her, and she conceived by 
him. And she arose, and went away, and laid 
by her vail from her, and put on the garments 
of her widowhood. And Judah sent the kid 
by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to 
receive his pledge from the woman’s hand : 
but he foxmd her not. Then he asked the 
men of that place, saying. Where is the har- 
lot, that was openly by the way side? And 
tliey said. There was no harlot in this place. 
And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot 
find her; and also the men of the place said, 
that there was no harlot in this place. And 
Judah said. Let her take it to her, lest we be 
shamed ; behold, I sent this kid, and thou 
hast not found her. 

And it came to pass about three months 
after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar 
thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; 
and also, behold, she is with child by whore- 
dom. And Judah said. Bring her forth, and 
let her be burnt. When she was brought 
forth, she sent to her father in law, saying. 
By the man, whose these are, am I with 
child: and she said. Discern, I pray thee, 
whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, 
and staff. And Judah acknowledged them, 
and said, She hath been more righteous than 
I ; because that I gave her not to Shelah my 
son. And he knew her again no more. 

And it came to pass in the time of her 
travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb. 
Aid it came to pass, when she travailed, that 
the one put out his hand: and the midwife 
took and bound upon his hand a scarlet 
thread, saying. This came out first. And it 
came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, 
behold, his brother came out : and she said. 
How hast thou broken forth? this breach be 
upon thee: therefore his name was called 
Pharez. And afterward came out Ms brother, 
that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: 
and his name was called Zarah. 


Apparently, in the tribe of Judah, there were a number of semi-foreign clans, and one of the objects 
of this page was to explain their origin. It was also intended to support an old custom or law con- 
cerning widows, which at one time was in force among many races but has long since been abandoned. 
If two brothers shared an estate and one died without leaving a son, his widow must not, according 
to this institution, marry into another family, but must marry the surviving brother and bear a son 
to inherit her deceased husband’s property. 

This story and others like it in the Bible make unpleasant reading, «and we wonder why they are 
there. No one questions their truth, Uiifortunately, there is abundant evidence to support the 
picture they draw of primitive society. But how did stories like these ever come to form part of 
Scripture? There can only be one answer — because the Book of God is the Book of Life. If sin 
mars the purity of its pages it is because sin mars life, and the Book will not permit the fact to be 
cut out of the Divine Revelation, or out of our minds. 




JOSEPH IN EGYPT 
In Potiphar^s House 

AND Joseph was brought down to Egypt; 
and Potiphar^ an officer of Pharaoh^ captain 
of the guardj an Egyptian^ bought him of 
the hands of the IshmeeHtes^ which had 
brought him down thither. And the Lord 
was with Joseph^ and he was a prosperous 
man; and he was in the house of his master 
the Egyptian. And his master saw that the 
Lord was with him^ and that the Lord made 
all that he did to prosper in his hand. And 
Joseph foimd grace in his sights and he served 
him: and he made him overseer over his 
house> and all that he had he put into his 
hand. And it came to pass from the time 
that he had made him overseer in his house, 
and over all that he had, that the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s 
sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon 
all that he had in the house, and in the field. 
And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; 
and he knew not ought he had, save the 
bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a 
goodly person, and well favoured. 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; 
and she said, Lie with me. But he refdsed, 
and said unto his master’s wife. Behold, my 
master wotteth not what is with me in the 
house, and he hath committed all that he 
hath to my hand; there is none greater in 
this house than I; neither hath he kept back 
any thing from me but thee, because thou art 
his wife : how then can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God? And it came 
to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, 
that he hearkened not xmto her, to lie by her, 
or to be with her. And it came to pass about 
this time, that Joseph went into the house 
to do his business ; and there was none of the 
men of the house there within. And she 
caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with 
me : and he left his garment in her hand, and 
fled, and got him out. And It came to pass, 
when she saw that he had left his garment 
in her hand, and was fled forth, that she 
called unto the men of her house, and spake 
unto them, saying. See, he hath brought in 
an Hebrew imto us to mock us; he came in 
unto me to lie with me, and I cried with 
a loud voice: and it came to pass, when he 
heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, 
that he left his garment with me, and fled, 
and got him out. And she laid up his gar- 


Genesis 39^1 — 41,57 

ment by her, until his lord came home. And 
she spake unto him according to these words, 
saying. The Hebrew servant, which thou 
hast brought imto us, came in unto me to 
mock me: and it came to pass, as I lifted up 
my voice and cried, that he left his garment 
with me, and fled out. And it came to pass, 
when his master heard the words of his wife, 
which she spake unto him, saying, After this 
manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath 
was kindled. And Joseph’s master took him, 
and put him into the prison, a place where 
the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was 
there in the prison. 

In Prison 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed 
him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper 
of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all 
the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer 
of it. The keeper of the prison looked not to 
any thing that was under his hand; because 
the Lord was with him, and that which he 
did, the Lord made it to prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker 
had offended their lord the king of Egypt, 
And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his 
officers, against the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers. And he put 
them in ward in the house of the captain of 
the guard, into the prison, the place where Jo- 
seph was bound. And the captain of the guard 
charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them: and they continued a season in ward. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, 
each man his dream in one night, each man 
according to the interpretation of his dream, 
the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prison. And Jo- 
seph came in unto them in the morning, and 
looked upon them, and, behold, they weresad. 
And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with 
him in the ward of his lord’s house, saying. 
Wherefore look ye so sadly to day ? And they 
said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, 
and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph 
said unto them. Do not interpretations 
belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. 

And the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, be- 
hold, a vine was before me; and in the vine 
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were three brandies: and it was as though 
it budded^ and her blossoms shot forth; 
and the dusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes: and Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them in- 
to Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into 
Pharaoh’s hand. And Joseph said unto him. 
This is the interpretation of it : The three 
branches are three days: yet within three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and 
restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt 
deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after 
the former manner when thou wast his butler. 
But think on me when it shall be well with 
thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto 
me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, 
and bring me out of this house: For indeed 
I was stolen away out of the land of the 
Hebrews : and here also have I done nothing 
that they should put me into the dungeon. 

When the chief baker saw that the inter- 
pretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I 
also was in my dream, and, behold, I had 
three white baskets on my head: and in the 
uppermost basket there was of all manner 
of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did 
eat them out of the basket upon my head. 
And Joseph answered and said. This is the 
interpretation thereof: The three baskets 
are three days : yet within three days shall 
Pharaoh lift up Ay head from off Aee, and 
shall hang Aee on a tree; and the birds shall 
eat thy fiesh from ofi Aee. 

And it came to pass Ae third day, which 
was Pharaoh’s birAday, Aat he made a feast 
unto ail his servants: and he lifted up Ae 
head of Ae chief butler and of Ae chief 
baker among his servants. And he restored 
Ae chief butler unto his butlership again; 
and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand: 
hut he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had 
interpreted to Aem. Yet Ad not the chief 
huder remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

Pharaoh!' s Dream 

And it came to pass at Ae end of two full 
years, Aat Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, 
he stood by the river. And, behold. Acre 
came up out of the river seven well favoured 
kine and fa Aeshed ; and they fed in a meadow. 
And, behold, seven other kine came up after 
Aem out of the river, ill favoured and lean- 
fleshed; and stood by Ae oAer kine upon 
Ae brink of Ae river. And Ae ill favoured 
and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well 


favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 
And he slept and dreamed the second time: 
and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon 
one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven 
thin ears and blasted with the east wind 
sprung up after Aem. And the seven thin 
ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. 
And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a 
dream. And it came to pass in Ae morning 
Aat his spirit was troubled; and he sent and 
called for all Ae magicians of Egypt, and all 
Ae wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told Aem 
his Aeam; but Acre was none Aat could 
interpret Aem unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake Ae chief butler unto Pharaoh, 
saying, I do remember my faults this day: 
Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and 
put me in ward in Ae captain of Ae guard’s 
house, bo A me and the chief baker: and we 
dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we 
dreamed each man accorAng to the inter- 
pretation of his Aeam. And Aere was there 
with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant 
to Ae captain of Ae guard; and we told him, 
and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each 
man according to his dream he did interpret. 
And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, 
so it was ; me he restored tmto mine office, 
and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, 
and Aey brought him hastily out of Ae dun- 
geon: and he shaved himself, and changed 
his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed 
a Aeam, and there is none Aat can interpret 
it: and I have heard say of thee, that Aou 
canst understand a dream to interpret it. 
And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is 
not in me : God shall give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In 
my dream, behold, I stood upon Ae bank 
of Ae river: and, behold, Aere came up out 
of Ae river seven kine, fatfieshed and well 
favoured; and Aey fed in a meadow: and, 
behold, seven oAer kine came up after Aem, 
poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, 
such as I never saw in all Ae land of Egypt 
for badness : and Ae lean and the ill favoured 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: and 
when they had eaten Aem up, it could not 
be known that Aey had eaten them ; but Aey 
were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. 
So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, 
behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full 
and good : and, behold, seven ears, withered, 
thin, and blaste<i with the east wind, sprung 



JOSEPH’S BRETHREN VISIT EGYPT 
First Visit 

NOW when Jacob saw that there was corn 
in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do 
ye look one upon another? And he said, 
Behold, I have heard that there is corn in 
Egypt : get you down thither, and buy for us 
from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to 
buy corn in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s 
brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; 
for he said. Lest peradventure mischief be- 
fall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy 
corn among those that came: for the famine 
was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was 
the governor over the land, and he it was 
that sold to all the people of the land: and 
Joseph’s brethren came, and bowed down 
themselves before him witli their faces to the 
earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, atid he 
knew them, but made himself strange unto 
them, and spake roughly unto them ; and he 
said imto them. Whence come ye? And they 
said. From the land of Canaan to buy food. 
And Joseph knew his brethren, but they 
knew not him. And Joseph remembered the 
dreams which he dreamed of them, and said 
xmto them. Ye are spies; to see the nakedness 
of the land ye are come. And they said unto 
him; Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy 
servants come. We are all one man’s sons; 
we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 
And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the 
nakedness of the land ye are come. And they 
said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the 
sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, 
behold, the youngest is this day with our 
father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto 
them. That is it that I spake unto you, say- 
ing, Ye are spies : Hereby ye shall be proved; 
By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth 
hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch 
your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, 
that your words may be proved, whether 
there be any truth in you: or else by the life 
of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he put 
tliem all together into ward three days. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day. 
This do, and live; for I fear God : if ye be 
true men, let one of your brethren be bound 
in the house of your prison : go ye, carry corn 
for the famine of your houses : but bring your 
youngest brother unto me; so shall your 
words be verified, and ye shkl not die. And 


Genesis 42^ i— 44, 30 

they did so. And they said one to another. 
We are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the anguish of liis soul, when 
he besought us, and we would not hear; 
therefore is this distress come upon us. And 
Reuben answered them, saying. Spake I not 
unto you, saying, Do not sin against the 
child; and ye would not hear? therefore, 
behold, also his blood is required. And they 
knew not that Joseph understood them; 
for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 
And he turned himself about from them, 
and wept; and returned to them again, and 
communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 
Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks 
with corn, and to restore every man’s money 
into his sack, and to give them provision for 
the way: and thus did he unto them. 

And they laded their asses with tlie corn, 
and departed thence. And as one of them 
opened his sack to give his ass provender in 
the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it 
was in his sack’s mouth. And he said unto his 
brethren. My money is restored; and, lo, it is 
even in my sack : and their heart failed them, 
and they were afraid, saying one to another. 
What is this that God hath done unto us? 

Return to Canaan 

And they came rmto Jacob their father 
unto the land of Canaan, and told him aH 
that befell unto them ; saying, The man, who is 
the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and 
took us for spies of the country. And we said 
unto Irim, We are true men; we are no spies : 
we be twelve brethren, sons of our father ; one 
is not, and the youngest is this day with our 
father in the land of Canaan. And the man, 
the lord of tlie country, said unto us. Here- 
by shall I know that ye are true men; leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take 
food for the famine of your households, and 
be gone; And bring your yoimgest brother 
unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, 
but that ye are true men : so will I deliver you 
your brother, and ye shall trafiick in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their 
sacks, that, behold, every man’s bundle of 
money was in his sack: and when both they 
and their father saw the bundles of money, 
they were afraid. And Jacob their father said 
unto them. Me have ye bereaved of my chil- 
dren : Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
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GENESIS 43, 30 

his chamber^ and wept there. And he washed 
his face^ and went out^ and refrained himself, 
and said, Set on bread. And they set on for 
him by himself, and for them by themselves, 
and for the Egyptians, which did eat with 
him, by themselves: because the Egyptians 
might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for 
that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 
And they sat before him, the firstborn ac- 
cording to his birthright:, and the youngest 
according to his youth: and the men mar- 
velled one at another. And he took and sent 
messes unto them from before him: but 
Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as 
any of theirs. And they drank, and were 
merry with him. 


And he commanded tlie steward of his 
house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks with food, 
as much as they can carry, and put every 
man’s money in his sack^s mouth. And put 
my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth 
of the youngest, and his corn money. And 
he did according to the word that Joseph had 
spoken. As soon as the morning was light, 
the men were sent away, they and their asses. 
And when they were gone out of the city, 
and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his 
steward, Up, follow after the men; and when 
thou dost overtake them, say unto them. 
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 
Is not this it in which my lord drioketh, and 
whereby indeed he divineth?^ ye have done 
evil in so doing. 

And he overtook them, and he spake unto 
them these same words. And they said unto 
him. Wherefore saith my lord these words ? 
God forbid that thy servants should do ac- 
cording to this thm the money, 

which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we 
brought again -unto thee put of the land of 
Canaan : how then should we steal out of thy 
lord’s house silver or gold? WMi whomso- 
ever of thy servants it be found, both let him 
die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. 
And he said. Now also let it be according 
unto your words : he with whom it is found 
shall be my servant; and ye shall be blame- 
less. Then they speedily took down every 
man his sack to idie ground, and opened every 
man his sack. And he searched, and began 


at the eldest, and left at the yoimgest : and 
the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. Then 
they rent their clothes, and laded every man 
his ass, and returned to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Jo- 
seph’s house; for he was yet there : and they 
fell before him on the ground. And Joseph 
said unto them. What deed is this that ye 
have done? wot ye not that such a man as 
I can certainly divine? And Judah said. 
What shall we say unto my lord? what shall 
we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy serv- 
ants : behold, we are my lord’s servants, both 
we, and he also with whom the cup is found. 
And he said, God forbid that I should do so : 
but the man in whose hand the cup is found, 
he shall be my servant; and as for you, get 
you up in peace unto your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, 
Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant: for 
thou art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked 
his servants, saying. Have ye a father, or a 
brother? And we said unto my lord, We 
have a father, an old man, and a child of his 
old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, 
and he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loveth him. And thou saidst unto thy 
servants. Bring him down unto me, that I 
may set mine eyes upon him. And we said 
unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his 
father : for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die. And thou saidst unto 
thy servants. Except your youngest brother 
come down with you, ye shall see my face 
no more. And it came to pass when we came 
up xmto thy servant my father, we told him 
the words of my lord. And our father said. 
Go again, and buy us a little food. And we 
said, We cannot go down: if our youngest 
brother be with us, then will we go down: 
for we may not see the man’s face, except 
our youngest brother be with us. And thy 
servant my father said unto us. Ye know that 
my wife bare me two sons ; and the one went 
out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in 
pieces; and I saw him not since: and if ye 
take this also from me, and mischief befall 
him, he shall bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Now therefore when 
I come to thy servant my father, and the lad 


Filling the Sacks 


‘ cups were supposed to possess magical properties. Some of them had an inscription engraved 

mside which, it was helieved, would render poison ineffective, arid increase the health value of wine or water 
drunk from them. There is a trace of the same superstition in telling fortunes from tea-leaves. 
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Even commonplace huildingSy like bams and granaries^ which are to be seen dotted 
about every landscape, catch our eye on the sacred page, as if to remind us that the 
message written there directly concerns those who live and work on the land, who know 
the country scene, and are familiar with the life of the country-side. 


THE STORY GROWS AMIDST COUNTRY SCENES 
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GENESIS H 30 

be not with us; seeing that his life is bound behold^ your eyes see, and the eyes of my 

up in the lad's life; it shall come to pass, brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 

when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell my 

he will die: and thy servants shall bring down father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all 
the gray hairs of thy servant our father with that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and 
sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became bring down my father hither. And he fell 
surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; 
I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear and Benjamin wept upon his neck. More- 

the blame to my father for ever. Now there- over he kissed all his brethren, and wept 

fore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead upon them : and after that his brethren talked 

of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the with him. 
lad go up with his brethren. For how shall I 
go up to my father, and the lad be not with ^ hamoh $ Message 
me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall And the fame thereof was heard in Phar- 

come on my father. aoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s brethren are 

_ . come : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his 

The Reconciliatton servants. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade 
before all them that stood by him; and he your beasts, and go, get you unto the land 
cried. Cause every man to go out from me. of Canaan; and take your father and your 
And there stood no man with him, while households, and come xmto me: and I will 
Joseph made himself known unto his breth- give you the good of the land of Egypt, and 
ren. And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art 
and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph commanded, this do ye ; take you wagons out 
said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and 
father yet live? And his brethren could not for your wives, and bring your father, and 
answer him; for tliey were troubled at his come. Also regard not your stuff; for the 
presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, good of all the land of Egypt is yours. And 
Come near to me, I pray you. And they came the children of Israel did so: and Joseph 
near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, gave them wagons, according to the com- 
whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be mandment of Pharaoh, and gave them pro- 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, tliat vision for the way. To all of them he gave 
ye sold me hither: for God did send me each man changes of raiment; but to Benja- 
before you to preserve life. For these two min he gave three hundred pieces of silver, 
years hath the famine been in the land: and and five changes of raiment. And to his 
yet there are five years, in the which there father he sent after this manner: ten asses 
shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
sent me before you to preserve you a pos- she asses laden wMi corn and bread and meat 
terity in the eardi, and to save your lives by for his father by the way. So he sent his 
a great deliverance. So now it was not you brethren away, and they departed: and he 
that sent me hither, but God : and he hath said tmto them. See that ye fall not out by 
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all the way. 

his house, and a ruler throughout aU the land And they went up out of Egypt, and came 

of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their 
andsay unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, father, and told him, saying, Joseph is yet 
God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come alive, and he is governor over aU the land of 
down unto me, tarry not: and ^ou shalt Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he 
dwell in the land of Goshen,^ and thou shalt believed them not. And they told ixim all 
be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and the words of Joseph, which he had said unto 
thy children’s children, and tihy flocks, and them: and when he saw the wagons which 
thy herds, and all that thou hast: and there Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of 
will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years Jacob their father revived: and Israel said, 
of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and It is enough; Joseph my son is yet aHve: 
all that thou hast, come to poverty. And, I will go and see liim before I die. 

* On the eastern border of the Delta of the Nile, and near the frontier of Palestine. Not good corn land, 
but land affording excellent pasture and plentiful supplies of vegetables and fish, 

5 ^ 







GENESIS 47, 3 

Pharaoh said unto his brethren^ What is your 
occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh^ 
Thy servants are shepherds^ both we^ and 
also our fathers. They said moreover unto 
Pharaoh^ For to sojourn in the land are we 
come; for thy servants have no pasture for 
their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land 
of Canaan : now therefore^ we pray thee, let 
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. 
And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph^ saying, Thy 
father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 
the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best 
of the land msi^e thy father and brethren to 
dwell ; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: 
and if thou knowest any men of activity 
among them, then make them rulers over my 
cattle. And Joseph brought in Jacob his 
father, and set him before Pharaoh: and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said 
unto Jacob, How old art thou? And Jacob 
said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of 
my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been, and have not attained 
unto the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. And 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from 
before Pharaoh. 

Helped by Joseph 

And Joseph placed his father and his breth- 
ren, and gave them a possession in the land 
of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land 
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 
And Joseph nourished his father, and his 
brethren, and ail his father’s household, with 
bread, according to their families. 

Famine in Egypt 

And there was no bread in ail tlie land; 
for the famine was very sore, so that the land 
of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by 
reason of the famine. And Joseph gathered 
up all the money that was found in the land 
of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the 
com which they bought : and Joseph brought 
the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when 
money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the 
land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Joseph, and said, Give us bread : for why 
should we die in thy presence ? for the money 
faileth. And Joseph said. Give your cattle ; 
and I will give you for your cattle, if money 
* We cannot judge Josephus pc 


fail. And they brought their cattle unto 
Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in 
exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and 
for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses : 
and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle for that year. When that year was 
ended, tliey came unto him the second year, 
and said unto him. We will not hide it from 
my lord, how that our money is spent ; my 
lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is 
not ought left in the sight of my lord, but 
our bodies, and our lands: wherefore shall 
we die before thine eyes, both we and our 
land? buy us and our land for bread, and we 
and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: 
and give us seed, that we may live, and not 
die, that the land be not desolate. 

And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt 
for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every 
man his field, because the famine prevailed 
over them: so the land became Pharaoh’s. 
And as for the people, he removed them 
to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt 
even to the other end thereof. Only the land 
of the priests bought he not; for the priests 
had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and 
did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave 
them: wherefore they sold not their lands. 
Then Joseph said unto the people. Behold, 
I have bought you this day and your land 
for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye 
shall sow the land. And it shall come to 
pass in the increase, that ye shall give the 
fifth part tmto Pharaoh, and four parts shall 
be your own, for seed of the field, and for 
your food, and for them of your households, 
and for food for your little ones. And they 
said, Thou hast saved our lives : let us find 
grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh’s servants. And Joseph made it a 
law over the land of Egypt unto this day, 
that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; 
except tire land of the priests only, which 
became not Pharaoh’s/ 

JacoFs Request 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in 
the country of Goshen; and they had posses- 
sions therein, and grew, and multiplied ex- 
ceedingly. And Jacob lived in the land of 
Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of 
Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 
And the time drew nigh that Israel must die : 
and he called his son Joseph, and said unto 
:y by modem social standards. 







GENESIS 49, 5 

Simeon and Levi are bretl^en; 
Instruments of cruelty are in their habita- 
tions. 

0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; 
Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not 

thou united: 

For in their anger they sleiv a man. 

And in their selfwUl they digged down a 
wall. 

Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; 
And their wrath, for it was cruel: 

1 will divide them in Jacob, 

And scatter them in Israel. 

Judah, thou art he whom tliy brethren 
shall praise: 

Thy hand shall be in the neck of thine 
enemies; 

Thy father’s children shall bow down be- 
fore thee. 

Judah is a lion’s whelp : 

From the prey, my son, thou art gone 

up : 

He stooped down, he couched as a lion, 
And as an old lion ; who shall rouse him up ? 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet. 
Until Shiloh come; 

And unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine. 

And iris ass’s colt unto the choice vine; 
He washed his garments in wine, 

And his clothes in the blood of grapes; 
His eyes shall be red with wine. 

And his teeth white with milk. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the 
sea; 

And he shall be for an haven of ships; 
And his border shall be unto Zidon. 
Issachar is a strong ass 
Couching down between two burdens: 
And he saw that rest was good. 

And the l and that it was pleasant; 

And bowed his shoulder to bear. 

And became a servant tmto tribute. 

Dan shall judge his people. 

As one of the tribes of Israel. 

Dan shall be a serpent by the way. 

An adder in the path. 

That biteth the horse heels. 

So that his rider shall fall backward. 

I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 
Gad, a troop shall overcome him: 

But he sball overcome at the last. 

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat,- 
And he shall yield royal dainties. 


Naphtali is a hind let loose: 

He giveth goodly words. 

Joseph is a fruitful bough. 

Even a ftnitful bough by a well; 

Whose branches run over the wall: 

The archers have sorely grieved hhn, 

And shot at him, and hated him: 

But his bow abode in strength, 

And the arms of his hands were made 
strong 

By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; 
(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of 
Israel:) 

Even by tlie God of thy fadter, who shall 
help thee; 

And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee 
With blessings of heaven above. 

Blessings of the deep that lieth under. 
Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb : 
The blessings of thy father 
Have prevailed above the blessings of my 
progenitors 

Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting 
hills: 

They shall be on the head of Joseph, 
And on the crown of the head of him that 
was separate from his brethren. 
Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: 

In the morning he shall devour the prey. 
And at night he shall divide die spoil. 


Death of Jacob 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel; 
and this is it that their fadier spake unto 
them, and blessed them; every one according 
to his blessing he blessed them. And he 
charged them, and said unto them, I am to 
be gathered unto my people : bury me with 
my fathers in the cave that is in the field of 
Ephron the Hittite, in the cave that is in the 
field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought 
with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a 
possession of a buryingplace. There they 
buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there 
diey buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried Leah. The purchase of the 
field and of the cave that is therein was from 
die children of Heth. Aid when Jacob had 
made an end of commanding his sons, he 
gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded 
up the ghost, and was gathered unto his 
people. And Joseph fell upon his fadier’s 
face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. 
And Joseph commanded his servants the 
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GOD STARTS MANKIND ON THE TRACK OF ITS 
TRUE DESTINY, AND THEN LEADS THE WAY 

There would have been no Western Civilization^ as we know it^ if God had not led 
the Israelites out of Egypt ^ and given them a code of laws upon which they could shape 
their lives. It is impossible to estimate how much our modern world owes to the events 
described in this book. Our history begins with the liberation of these slaves; which 
means:i it was begun by God^ and to His creative grace we owe whatever order and 
freedom we enjoy. 

On this day^ the greatest of days in human history^ a new era of creation dawned. 
He who made the world and brought the Natural Order into beings who fashioned the 
earth to His own design and set it in the firmament of stars ^ now turned to the making 
of mankind^ to the building of the Human or Social Order to the fashioning of man^ 
not as a creature of earthy for that had already been done^ but as a member of society^ 
with a relationship to his fellows and to the everlasting God of truth and right. 

In calling Israel^ God called mankind. Israel was His point of contact^ that race 
among the races which knew His voice. As it was in the family of Israel {Jacob) so it is 
in the family of nations; God chooses the one who best serves His will for bringing the 
whole human family into the knowledge and possession of its heavenly destiny. Israels 
history is the revelation of this purpose^ and also the beginning of its realization. 


THE REVELATION BY THE RIVER 


Exodus L I — 13, i6 


N OW these are the names of the 
children of Israel, which came into 
Bgypti every man and his house- 
hold came with Jacob. Reuben, 
Simeon^ Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 
and Benjamin, Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and 
Asher; And all the sotils that came out of the 
loins of Jacob were seventy souls : for Joseph 
was in Egypt already. And Joseph died, and 
all his brethren, and all that generation. And 
the children of Israel were fruitful, and in- 
creased abundantly, and multiplied, and 
waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was 
filled with them. 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, 
which knew not Joseph. And he said unto 
his people. Behold, the people of the chil- 
dren of Israel are more and mightier than 
we: come on, let us deal wisely with them; 
lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, 
when there falleth out any war, they join 

us. 
There- 


fore they did set over them taskmasters to 
afflict them with their burdens. And they 
built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and 
Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied and grew. And 
they were grieved because of the children of 
Israel. And the Egyptians made the children 
of Israel to serve with rigour : and they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mor- 
ter, and in brick, and in all manner of service 
in the field: all their service, wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour. 

And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew 
midwives, of which die name of the one was 
Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: 
and he said, When ye do the ofiice of a 
midwife to the Hebrew women, and see 
them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye 
shall kiU him: but if it be a daughter, then 
she shall live. But the midwives feared God, 
and did not as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but saved the men children alive. And 
the Idng of Egypt called for the midwives. 
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God spoke to the people who lived by the Nile 


and said unto them^ Why have ye done this 
thing, and have saved the men children 
alive? And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, 
Because the Hebrew women are not as the 
Egyptian women; for they are lively, and 
are delivered ere the midwives come in unto 
them. Therefore God dealt well with the 
midwives; and the people multiplied, and 
waxed very mighty. And it came to pass, 
because the midwives feared God, that he 
made them houses. And Pharaoh charged 
all his people, saying. Every son that is born 
ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter 
ye shall save alive. 

Birth of Moses 

And there went a man of the house of 
Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 
And the woman conceived, and bare a son: 
and when she saw him that he was a goodly 
child, she hid him three months. And when 
she could not longer hide him, she took for 
him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with 
slime and with pitch, and put the child 
therein; and she laid it in the flags by the 
river’s brink. And his sister stood afar off, 
to wit what would be done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to wash herself at the river; and her maidens 
walked along by the river’s side; and when 
she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her 
maid to fetch it. And when she had opened 
it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she had compassion on him, and 
said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 
Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter. 
Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the cliild 
for thee? And Pharaoh’s daughter said to 


her. Go. And the maid went and called the 
child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter said 
unto her. Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And 
the woman took the child, and nursed it. 
And the child grew, and she brought him 
unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her 
son. And she called his name Moses: and 
she said. Because I drew him out of the water. 

And it came to pass in those days, when 
Moses was grown, that he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens: and 
he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, 
one of his brethren. And he looked this way 
and that way, and when he saw that there 
was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the sand. And when he went out the 
second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews 
strove together : and he said to him that did 
the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fel- 
low ? And he said. Who made tliee a prince 
and a judge over us ? intendest thou to kill 
me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And 
Moses feared, and said. Surely this thing 
is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this 
thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses 
fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 
in the land of Midian; and he sat down by 
a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daugh- 
ters: and they came and drew water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 
And the shepherds came and drove them 
away: but Moses stood up and helped them, 
and watered their flock. And when they 
came to Reuei their father, he said, How is it 
that ye are come so soon to day? And they 
said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the 
hand of the shepherds, and also drew water 
enough for us, and watered the flock. And 





EXODUS 2, 20 

he said unto his daughters^ And where is he? 
why is it that ye have left the man? call hinij 
that he may eat bread. And Moses was con- 
tent to dwell with the man: and he gave 


Moses Zipporah his daughter. And she bare 
him a son, and he called his name Gershom : 
for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange 
land. 


NEWS OF GOD Exodus 2 , 23 — 4 , 28 

Remember^ over 400 years separates Genesis from Exodus^ and the God who had spoken 
to Abraham^ Isaac^ and Jacob:, now speaking to Moses, He was still living. Time 

had not changed Him, The Living God:, it seemed:, was everdiving, I AM is His 
namey the always present Gody not the I wasy nor the I will be^ but the God noWy of every 
situation. To people in IsraeVs position this was great news. 


AND it came to pass in process of time, 
that the king of Egypt died : and the children 
of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, 
and they cried, and their cry came up unto 
God by reason of the bondage. And God 
heard their groaning, and God remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob. And God looked upon the chil- 
dren of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father in law, the priest of Midian : and he 
led the flock to the backside of the desert, 
and came to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush 
is not burnt. And when tlie Lord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, 

Moses. And he said. Here am L And he 
said. Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes 
from oflf thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, 

I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face^ for he was 
afraid to look upon God, 

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and 
I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring tliem up 
out of that land unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 
unto the place of the Canaanites, and the 

* Ko one, not even the ablest scholar, is able to say dogmatically how these words should be translated 
and interpreted. It would serve no good purpose to give all the different renderings which have been proposed. 
The Divine Name remains a mystery. The reading we offer is that which the context seems to require — ^the 
God of this revelation, of this book and human life, is not an old, nor a new god, but the everlasting God, 
who desires to be Imown as to-day*s God. 
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Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the chil- 
dren of Israel is come unto me : and I have 
also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyp- 
tians oppress tlrem. Come now therefore, 
and I will send thee xmto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of 
Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto 
God, Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt? And he 
said. Certainly I will be with thee; and this 
shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent 
thee: When thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon 
tills mountain. 

In the Name of God 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when 
I come unto the cliildren of Israel, and shall 
say tmto them. The God of your fatiiers 
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say 
to me. What is his name? what shall I say 
unto them? And God said unto Moses, 
I AM THAT I AM and he said. Thus 
shait thou say xmto the children of Israel, 
I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said 
moreover unto Moses, Thus shait thou say 
unto the children of Israel, The Lord God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 
sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, 
and this is my memorial unto all generations. 
Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, 
and say unto them. The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have 
surely visited you, and seen that which is 







EXODUS 4. 21 

Pharaoh^ which I have put in tliine hand: 
but I will harden his heart:> that he shall not 
let the people go. And thou shait say unto 
Pharaoh;^ Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my 
son, even my firstborn : and I say unto thee. 
Let my son go, that he may serve me : and if 
thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay 
thy son, even thy firstborn. 

And it came to pass by the way in the inn, 
that die Lord met him, and sought to kill 
him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, 


and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast 
it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody hus- 
band art thou to me. So he let him go ; then 
she said, A bloody husband thou art, because 
of the circumcision. 

And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the 
wilderness to meet Moses, And he went, 
and met him in the mount of God, and kissed 
him. And Moses told Aaron all the words of 
the Lord who had sent him, and all the signs 
which he had commanded him. 


ts dlso the Qrod oj tJtosQ who Ivoq oti tho 


SET MY PEOPLE FREE, SAITH THE LORD 

CONFERRING DIVINE RIGHT ON HUMAN FREEDOM 

EXODUS CHAPTERS 4, 29—15, 21 

The Living God^ who has^ in Genesis^ declared Himself to he the Sovereign Lord of 
Nature and the Nations of the world^here makes it known that He is the Ruler of History. 
Timeand the destiny of man are in His hands^ and tomankindHe now unfolds His plan. 
He will create a grand and glorious Humanity and to that end demands that men^ as 
sons of Gody shall be free. 


AND Moses and Aaron went and gathered 
together all the elders of the children of 
Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which 
tlie Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did 
the signs in the sight of the people. And the 
people believed: and when they heard that 
the Lord had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

Appeal to Pharaoh 

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, 
and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Let my people go, that they may 
hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. And 
Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. And 


they said, The God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us : let us go, we pray thee, three 
days* journey into the desert, and sacrifice 
unto the Lord our God; lest he fall upon us 
with pestilence, or with the sword. And the 
king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do 
ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? get you unto your burdens. 
And Pharaoh said, Behold, die people of 
the land now are many, and ye make them 
rest from their burdens, And Pharaoh com- 
manded the same day the taskmasters of the 
people, and their officers, saying, Ye shall no 
more give the people straw to make brick, as 
heretofore: let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them; ye shall not dimmish ought thereof: 




EXODUS 6, i6 

for they be idle; therefore they cry^ sayings thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with 
Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let a strong hand shall he let them go^ and with 
there more work be laid upon the men, that a strong hand shall he drive them out of his 
they may labour therein; and let them not land. And God spake unto Moses, and said 
regard vain words. unto him, I am the Loim : and I appeared 

- y unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 

Burdens Increased by j^ame of God Almighty, but by my 

And the taskmasters of the people went name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.^ 
out, and their officers, and they spake to the And I have also established my covenant 
people, saying. Thus saith Pharaoh, I will with them, to give them the land of Canaan, 
not give you straw. Go ye, get you straw the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 

where ye can find it: yet not ought of your were strangers. And I have also heard the 

work shall be diminished. So the people groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 

were scattered abroad throughout all the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have 

land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of remembered my covenant. Wherefore say 

straw. And the taskmasters hasted them, unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, 

saying. Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, and I will bring you out from under the 

as when there was straw. And the officers of burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you 

the children of Israel, which Pharaoh’s task- out of their bondage, and I will redeem you 

masters had set over them, were beaten, and with a stretched out arm, and with great 

demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled judgments: and I will take you to me for a 

your task in making brick both yesterday and people, and I will be to you a God : and ye 

to day, as heretofore? shall know that I am the Lord your God, 

Then the officers of the children of Israel which bringeth you out from under the 

came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Where- burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring 

fore dealest thou thus with thy servants? you in unto the land, concerning the which 
There is no straw given unto thy servants, I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and they say to us, Make brick : and, behold, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an 

thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in heritage: I am the Lord. And Moses spake 

thine own people. But he said, Ye are idle, so unto the children of Israel: but they 

ye are idle: therefore ye say. Let us go and hearkened not imto Moses for anguish of 

do sacrifice to tiie Lord. Go therefore now, spirit, and for cruel bondage, 

and work; for tiiere shall no straw be given And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

And the officers of the children of Israel did that he let the children of Israel go out of 

see that they were in evil case, after it was his land. And Moses spake before the Lord, 

said. Ye shall not minish ought from your saying, Behold, the children of Israel have 
bricks of your daily task. not nearkened unto me; how then shall Phar- 

. aoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips? 

Appeal to God Lord spake xinto Moses and unto 

And tliey met Moses and Aaron, who Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the 

Stood in the way, as they came forth from children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of 

Pharaoh : and they said unto tliem. The Lord Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of 

look upon you, and judge; because ye have the land of Egypt, 

made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes , . ^ 

of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, Israelites tn Egypt 

to put a sword in their hand to slay us. And These be the heads of their fathers’ houses : 

Moses returned unto the Lord, and said. The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel; 

Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: 

this people? why is it that thou hast sent these be the families And the 

me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and 
in thy name, he hath done evil to this people ; Ohad, and Jachin, apd 2ohar, and Shaul the 
neither hast thou delivered thy people at all. son of a Canaanitish woman: these are the 
Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt families of Simeon, And these are the names 

^ So much discussion has gathered round the interpretation of this passage that any footnote would be 
inadequate. The student must be referred to the standard commentaries. Cf. p. 64. 





And of those who live on the Hudson and every other river 


of the sons of Levi according to their genera- 
tions , Gershon^ and Kohath, and Merari : 
and the years of the life of Levi were an 
hundred thirty and seven years. The sons of 
Gershonj Libni^ and Shimi^ according to 
their families. And the sons of Kohath^ 
Amram:, and Izhar^ and Hebron^ and Uzziel: 
and the years of the life of Kohath were an 
hundred thirty and three years. And the 
sons of Merari; Mahali and Mushi: these 
are the families of Levi according to their 
generations. And Amram took him Jochebed 
his father’s sister to wife; and she bare him 
Aaron and Moses : and the years of the life 
of Amram were an hundred and thirty and 
seven years. And the sons of Izhar; Korah^ 
and Nepheg^ and Zichri. And the sons of 
Uzziel; Mishael, and Elzaphan^ and Zithri. 
And Aaron took him Elisheba^ daughter of 
Amminadabj sister of Naashonj to wife; and 
she bare him Nadab^ and Abihu, Eleazar^ 
and Ithamar. And the sons of Korah; Assir, 
and Elkanah, and Abiasaph: these are the 
families of the Korhites. And Eleazar Aaron^'s 
son took him one of the daughters of Putiel 
to wife; and she bare him Phinehas: these 
are the heads of the fathers of the Lrevites 
according to their families. These are that 
Aaron and Moses, to whom the Lord said. 
Bring out the children of Israel from the land 
of Egypt according to their armies. These 
are tliey which spake to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel 
from Egypt : these are that Moses and Aaron. 

A Promise to Moses 

And it came to pass on the day when the 
Lord spake unto Moses in the land of Egypt, 
that the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I 
am the Lord : speak thou unto Pharaoh king 
of Egypt all that I say unto thee. And Moses 
said before the Lord, Behold, I am of un- 

' * Did God liarcbn Pharaoh*s heart? Bear this in 

simple people to-day, events, which could quite easi 


circumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh 
hearken imto me? And the Lord said unto 
Moses, See, I have made thee a god to 
Pharaoh : and Aaron thy brother shall be thy 
prophet. Thou shalt speak all that I com- 
mand thee: and Aaron thy brother shall 
speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the chil- 
dren of Israel out of his land. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, ^ and multiply my 
signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 
But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, 
that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and 
bring forth mine armies, and my people the 
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt 
by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I stretch 
forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out 
the children of Israel from among them. 
And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord com- 
manded them, so did they. And Moses was 
fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and 
three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh, 

A Sign to Pharaoh 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh shall speak 
unto you, saying. Shew a miracle for you: 
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy 
rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall 
become a serpent. And Moses and Aaron 
went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the 
Lord had commanded : and Aaron cast down 
his rod before Pharaoh, and before his serv- 
ants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh 
also called the wise men and the sorcerers : 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in 
like manner with their enchantments. For 
they cast down every man his rod, and tliey 
became serpents : but Aaron^s rod swallowed 
up their rods. And he hardened Pliaraoh’s 
heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as 
the Lord had said. 

ind: — In those days^ and even among primitive and 
be namraliy explained, are frequently attributed to 






IN PHARAOH S COURT Exodus 7, 14— 11, 10 

The one simple fact which shines through this strange story is that God has no com-- 
petitor^ and His resources are infinite. Only up to a point can the wizards of Egypt 
go. The fight against God can end only one way. 

River of Blood Lord had said. And Pharaoh turned and 

AND the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s went into his house, neither did he set his 
heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the also. And ail the Egs^ptians 

people go. Get thee unto Pharaoh in the round about the river for water to 

mornings lo, he goeth out unto the water; d^rink; for they could not drink of the water 
and thou shalt stand by the river’s brink river. And seven days were fulfilled, 

against he come; and the rod which was Lord had smitten the river, 

turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine 
hand. And thou shalt say unto him, The F^ogs 

Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto 

thee, saying. Let my people go, that they Pharaoh, and say unto him. Thus saith the 

may serve me in the wilderness : and, behold, Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve 

mtherto thou wouldest not hear. Thus saith me. And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, 

theLoKD,^ In this thou shalt know that lam I will smite all thy borders with frogs: and 

the Lo^ : behold, I will smite with the rod the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
that IS in mine hand upon the waters which which shall go up and come into thine house, 
are m the river, and they^ shall be turned to and into thy bedchamber, and upon tiiy bed, 
blood. And the fish that is in the river shall and into the house of thy servants, and upon 
die, and the river shall stink; and the Egyp- thy people, and into thine ovens, and into 
tians shall lothe to drink of the water of the thy kneadingtroughs : and the frogs shall 
river. And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say come up both on thee, and upon thy people, 
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out and upon all thy servants, 
thiae hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto 

their streams, upon their rivers, and upon Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod 
their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, over the streams, over the rivers, and over 
that they may become blood; and that there the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon 
may be blood throughout all the land of the land of Egypt. And Aaron stretched out 
Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the 

j A . covered the land of 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as die Lord Egypt. And the magicians did so with their 
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and enchantments, and brought up frogs upon 
smote the waters that were in the river, in the land of Egypt. 

the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, 

servants; and all the waters that were in the and said. Intreat the Lord, that he may take 
river were turned to blood. And the fish away the frogs from me, and from my people; 
that was in the river died; and the river and I will let the people go, that they may 
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of do sacrifice unto the Lord. And Moses said 
the water of the river; and there was blood unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I 
tliroughout all the land of Egypt. And the intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for 
magicians of Egypt did so with their enchant- thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and 
ments : and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, thy houses, that tliey may remain in the 
neither did he hearken unto them; as the river only? And he said. To morrow. And 

God’s action by the words, ‘It is the Lord’s doing’. Such people do not mean to dishonour God, but if 
they knew Him better they wotild perhaps be more careful not to attribute to Him things which contradict 
His nature and character. 

* So much has been written about the composition of this narrative, so many explanations have been 
offered for the wonders described in it, and so many attempts have been made to identify the Pharaoh, that 
it might be profitable to inquire what the picture means. To the Israelites God, was, before their eyes, in 
life and action, revealing Himself as their Champion. He was challenging Pharaoh on hxs own ground. He 
was making it clear to mankind, once and for all, that throughout all the earth. He was supreme. Unless 
the record is to us, also, a revelation, it is of little interest or value. 
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EXODUS 8, lo 

he saida Be it according to thy word; that 
thou mayest know that there is none like 
unto the Lord our God. And the frogs shall 
depart from thee^, and from thy houses^ and 
from thy servants, and from thy people; 
they shall remain in the river only. And 
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: 
and Moses cried unto the Lord because of 
the frogs which he had brought against Phar- 
aoh, And the Lord did according to the 
word of Moses; and the frogs died out of 
the houses, out of the villages, and out of the 
fields. And they gathered them together upon 
heaps : and the land stank. But when Pharaoh 
saw that there was respite, he hardened his 
heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lord had said. 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the 
dust of the land, that it may become lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And they 
did soi for Aaron stretched out his hand with 
his rod, and smote tlie dust of the eartli, and 
it became lice in man, and in beast; all the 
dust of the land became lice throughout all 
the land of Egypt. And the magicians did 
so with their enchantments to bring forth 
lice, but they could not: so there were lice 
upon man, and upon beast. Then the magi- 
cians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of 
God: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and 
he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord 
had said. 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up 
early in the morning, and stand before Phar- 
aoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and 
say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. Else, if 
thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I 
will send swarms of files upon thee, and upon 
thy servants, and upon tliy people, and into 
thy houses : and the houses of the Egyptians 
shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the 
ground whereon they are. And I will sever 
in. that day the land of Goshen, in which my 
people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be 
there; to the end thou mayest know that I 
am the Lord in the midst of the earth. And 
1 will put a division between my people and 
thypeopIe:tomorrow shall this signbe. And 
the Lord did so; and there came a grievous 

\'jl' I "'i V ^ 


swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants’ houses, and into all the 
land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by 
reason of the swarm of flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and for 
Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your 
God in the land. And Moses said. It is not 
meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord 
our God : lo, shall we sacrifice the abomina- 
tion of the Egyptians before their eyes, and 
will they not stone us ? We will go three days’ 
journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to 
the Lord our God, as he shall command us. 
And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye 
may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the 
wilderness; only ye shall not go very far 
away: intreat for me. And Moses said, Be- 
hold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat 
the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart 
from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh 
deal deceitfully any more in not letting the 
people go to sacrifice to the Lord. And 
Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated 
the Lord. And the Lord did according to 
the word of Moses; and he removed the 
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his serv- 
ants, and from his people; there remained 
not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart 
at this time also, neither would he let the 
people go. 

An Epidemic 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in 
unto Pharaoh, and tell him. Thus saith the 
Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me. For if thou 
TQfuso to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy 
cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, 
upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the 
oxen, and upon the sheep ; there shall be a 
very grievous murrain. And the Lord shall 
sever between the cattle of Israel and the 
cattle of Egypt : and there shall notliing die 
of all that is the children’s of Israel. And the 
Lord appointed a set time, saying, To mor- 
row tiie Lord shall do this tiling in the land. 
And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, 
and all the cattle of Egypt died; but of the 
cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 
And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was 
not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and 
he did not let the people go. 



THE ROUTE OF THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT TO SINAI 


Nothing remains to mark wii^ certainty the places Israelites camped on 
their journey^ except Sinai^ and the identity of this mountain is not beyond question. 
We have follozoed the traditional route of the march and accepted the generally favoured 
situation of Sinai because there does not appear to he sufficient definite information to 
justify departure from them. An alternative route takes a more easterly direction. 
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EXODUS 11. 3 

the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
servants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said. Thus saith the Lord. 
About midnight will I go out into the midst 
of Egypt: and all tiie firstborn in the land of 
Egypt shall die. from the firstborn of Pharaoh 
that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the 
firstborn of the maidservant that is behind 
the mill^ and all the firstborn of beasts. And 
there shall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as there was none like it. 
nor shall be like it any more. But against 
any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast : that 


ye may know how that the Lord doth put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel. 
And all these thy servants shall come down 
imto me. and bow down themselves unto me. 
saying. Get thee out. and all the people that 
follow thee : and after that I will go out. And 
he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 

And the Lord said unto Moses. Pharaoh 
shall not hearken unto you^ that my wonders 
may be multiplied in the land of Egypt, And 
Moses and Aaron did all these wonders be- 
fore Pharaoh: and the Lord hardened Phar- 
aoh’s heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land. 


IN THE HOMES OF SLAVES Exodus 12. i— 13, i6 

Prom the Court of Pharaoh to the homes of slaves came the Leader of Mankind looking 
for those who had not hardened their hearts against Him, Where He finds people who 
have put their trust in Him^ though they he simple folk in humble dwellings^ He gives 
them a token of His love which^ outside their doors ^ can hardly be believed, 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses and it is the Lord’s passover. For I will pass 


Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying. This 
month shall be unto you the beginning of 
months : it shall be the first month of the 
year to you. Speak ye unto all the congrega- 
tion of Israel. saying. In the tenth day of 
this month they shall take to tliem every 
man a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for an house : and if the house- 
hold be too little for the lamb, let him and 
his neighbour next unto his house take it 
according to the number of the souls; every 
man according to his eating shall make your 
count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male of the first year; ye 
shall take it out from the sheep, or from the 
goats : and ye shall keep it up xmtil the four- 
teenth day of the same month : and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill 
it in the evening. And they shall take of the 
blood, and strike it on the two side posts and 
on the Upper door post of the houses, wherein 
they shall eat it. And tliey shall eat the flesh 
in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened 
bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat 
it. Eat not of it raw. nor sodden at all with 
water, but roast with fire; his head with his 
legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And 
ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 
morning ; and that which remaineth of it until 
the morning ye shall burn with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins 
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand ; and ye shall eat it in haste : 


through the land of Egypt this night, and 
will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment; 
I am the Lord. And the blood shall be to 
you for a token upon the houses where ye 
are; and when I see the blood. I will pass 
over you. and the plague shall not be upon 
you to destroy you. when I smite the land 
of Egypt. And this day shall be unto you 
for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast 
to the Lord throughout your generations; 
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for 
ever. Seven days shall ye eat unleavened 
bread; even the first day ye shall put away 
leaven out of your houses; for whosoever 
eateth leavened bread from the first day until 
the seventh day. that soul shall be cut off 
from Israel. And in the first day there shall 
be an holy convocation, and in the seventh 
day there shall be an holy convocation to 
you; no manner of work shall be done in 
them, save that which every man must eat. 
tliat only may be done of you. And ye shall 
observe the feast of unleavened bread; for 
in this selfsame day have I brought your 
armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore 
shall ye observe this day in your generations 
by an ordinance for ever. 

In the first month, on the fomteenth day 
of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened 
bread, until the one and twentieth day of the 
month at even. Seven days shall there be no 



leaven found in your houses: for whosoever 
eatetli that which is leavened^ even that soul 
shall be cut off from the congregation of 
Israeli whether he be a stranger, or born in 
the land. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in 
all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened 
bread. 

Passover Sign 

Then Moses called for all the elders of 
Israel, and said imto them. Draw out and 
take you a lamb according to your families, 
and kill the passover. And ye shall take a 
bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that 
is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the 
two side posts with the blood that is in 
the bason; and none of you shall go out at the 
door of his house until the morning. For the 
Lord will pass through to smite the Egyp- 
tians ; and when he seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord 
will pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you. And ye shall observe this thing 
for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for 
ever. And it shall come to pass, when ye be 
come to the land which the Lord will give 
you, according as he hath promised, that ye 
shall keep this service. And it shall come 
to pass, when your children shall say unto 
you. What mean ye by this service? That 
ye shall say. It is the "sacrifice of the Lord’s 
passover,^ who passed over the houses of the 
children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 
And the people bowed the head and wor- 
shipped. And the children of Israel went 


EXODUS 12, 37 

away, and did as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

The Passover Night 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the 
Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the 
firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in 
the night, he, and all his servants, and all 
the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in 
Egypt; for there was not a house where there 
was not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth 
from among my people, both ye and the 
children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, 
as ye have said. Also take your flocks and 
your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; 
and bless me also. And the Egyptians were 
urgent upon the people, that they might send 
them out of the land in haste; for they said. 
We be all dead men. And the people took 
their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneadingtroughs being bound up in their 
clothes upon their shoulders. And the chil- 
dren of Israel did according to the word of 
Moses ; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and rai- 
ment: and the Lord gave the people favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 
lent unto them such things as they required. 
And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

The Passover People 

And the children of Israel journeyed from 
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 



^ We must pause for a moment at this point, because it was during a ceiebration of this festival that our 
Lord was crucified, and it has always been the faith of Christians that this association of events was more than 
a coincidence. The Apostle Paul speaks of ‘Christ our Passover’ (i Cor. 5, 7), and our Lord Himself, when 
He sat at meat with His disciples at the Last Supper on the eve of the Passover, used words which justify the 
expression. He definitely linked His approaching death with the sacrifice which they, and all Israel, had 
come to Jerusalem to offer, though at the time the disciples did not realize they were about to see the Passover 
of their religion as the altar steps to a more amazing revelation. 

For the Passover of the Exodus must be viewed not as an isolated incident in the history of Israel, but as 
the beginning of a progressive revelarion which reached its fulfilment or completion in Christ. The Passover 
of Israel became the Passion of Redemption for all mankind, and the revelation which runs through the whole 
course of its development is nothing less than that of the fact and means of human s^vatioh— of God’s gradous 
way of enabling man to reach his divine destiny. The point comes out clearly if we look at the setting of the 
revelation in the two Passover pictures already mentioned— the house with the blood-stained lintels, and the 
house with the upper room. How often the Bible turns our eyes towards homes, particularly to the homes of 
lowly people. Perhaps some day we shall discover that all the secrets of heaven are hidden in our homes. 
However, here are two homes, or rather two home scenes, one an out-of-door, and the other an in-door 
picture, each making its own contribution to the Passover revelation. The first gives the idea of Divine 
Protection, and of deliverance from death. The second carries the thought to deliverance from sin, and 
passes on to the idea of Divine Provision for the growth, development, and perfecting of the spirit of man. 
God, who in one picture is watching over the homes of His people, in the other is with them in the home, 
guiding their thoughts and inspiring their fellowship. In a word, the God of the Passover is the God of our 
salvation, and this salvation is more than security from all our fears; it is access to a heavenly feast and com- 
munion in a heavenly fellowship. 
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EXODUS 12, 37 

thousand on foot that were men, beside 
children. And a mixed multitude went up 
also with them; and flocks, and herds, even 
very much cattle. And they baked tin- 
leavened cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not 
leavened; because they were thrust out of 
Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared for themselves any victual. 

Now the sojourning of the children of Is- 
rael, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred 
and thirty years. And it came to pass at the 
end of the four hundred and thirty years, 
even the selfsame day it came to pass, that 
all the hosts of the Lord went out from the 
land of Egypt. It is a night to be much 
observed unto the Lord for bringing them 
out from the land of Egypt : this is that night 
of the Lord to be observed of aU the children 
of Israel in their generations. 

The Passover Story 

And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron, 
This is the ordinance of the passover: There 
shall no stranger eat thereof: but every man’s 
servant that is bought for money, when thou 
hast circumcised him, then shall he eat there- 
of. A foreigner and an hired servant shall 
not eat thereof. In one house shall it be 
eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of 
the fiesh abroad out of the house; neither 
shall ye break a bone thereof. All the con- 
gregation of Israel shall keep it. And when 
a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and wili 
keep the passover to the Lord, let all his 
males be circumcised, and then let him come 
near and keep it; and he shall be as one that 
is bom in the land: for no uncircumcised 
person shall eat thereof. One law shall be to 
him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger 
that sojourneth among you. Thus did all the 
children of Israel; as the Lord commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. And it came 
to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did 
bring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt by their armies. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Sanctify unto me aU the firstborn, whatso- 
ever openeth the womb among the children 
of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is 
mine. 

And Moses said unto the people. Remem- 
ber this day, in which ye came out from 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by 


strength of hand the Lord brought you out 
from this place: there shall no leavened 
bread be eaten. This day came ye out in the 
month Abib. 

And it shall be when the Lord shall bring 
thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy 
fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, that thou shalt keep this service 
in this montli. Seven days thou shalt eat un- 
leavened bread, and in the seventh day shall 
be a feast to the Lord. Unleavened bread 
shall be eaten seven days ; and there shall no 
leavened bread be seen with thee, neither 
shall there be leaven seen with thee in all 
thy quarters. 

And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, 
saying. This is done because of that which 
the Lord did unto me when I came forth 
out of Egypt. And it shall be for a sign unto 
thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial 
between thine eyes, that the Lord’s law may 
be in thy mouth : for with a strong hand hatli 
the Lord brought thee out of Egypt, Thou 
shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his 
season from year to year. 

And it shall be when the Lord shall bring 
thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
sware imto thee and to thy fathers, and shall 
give it thee, that thou shalt set apart unto 
the Lord all that openeth the matrix, and 
every firstling that cometh of a beast which 
thou hast; the males shall be the Lord’s. 
And every firstling of an ass thou shalt re- 
deem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not 
redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: 
and all the firstborn of man among tliy 
children shalt thou redeem. 

And it shall be when thy son asketh thee 
in time to come, saying, What is this? that 
thou shalt say unto him. By strength of hand 
the Lord brought us out from Egypt, from 
the house of bondage: and it came to pass, 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that 
the Lord slew all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and die 
firstborn of beast : therefore I sacrifice to the 
Lord all that openeth the matrix, being 
males; but all the firstborn of my children 
I redeem. And it shall be for a token upon 
thine hand, and for frontlets between thine 
eyes: for by strength of hand the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt. 
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THE REVELATION BY THE SEA 


EXODUS CHAPTERS 13 , 17— 15 , 21 

A leader must prove his ahility to lead^ and give evidence of his power to carry through 
his plans against unforeseen difficulties and overwhelming opposition. But has any one^^ 
save God^ ever brought His people so victoriously out of such a situation as faced Israel 
on the shores of the Red or Reedy Sea? 


On the Way to the Sea 

AND it came to pass, when Pharaoh had 
let the people go, that God led them not 
through the way of the land of the Philistines, 
although that was near 5 for God said, Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they 
see war, and they return to Egypt: but God 
led the people about, through the way of the 
wilderness of the Red sea : and the children 
of Israel went up harnessed out of the land 
of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn 
the children of Israel, saying, God will surely 
yisit you 5 and ye shall carry up my bones 
away hence with you. 

The Camp by the Sea 

And they took their journey from Succoth, 
and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the 
wilderness. And the Lord went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud,’^ to lead them 
the way ; and by night in a pillar^ of fire, to 
give them light; to go by day and night: He 
took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people. * 

And the Lord spake xinto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, that they 


turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between 
Aligdoi and the sea, over against Baal-ze- 
phon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 
For Pharaoh will say of the children of Is- 
rael, They are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness hath shut them in. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow 
after them; and I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the 
Egyptians may loiow that I am tlie Lord. 
And they did so. 

Pharaohh Advancing Host 

And it was told the king of Egypt that tlie 
people fied: and the heart of Pharaoh and 
of his servants was turned against the people, 
and they said, Why have we done this, that 
we have let Israel go from serving us? And 
he made ready his chariot, and took his 
people with him: and he took six hundred 
chosen chariots, and all the chariots of 
and captains over every one of them. 
And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the 
children of Israel: and the children of Israel 
went out witii an high hand. But the Egyp- 
tians pursued after them, all the horses and 
chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and 


^ * If a natural explanation must be found for these beautiful symbols of God’s guidance the most Hkely 
is that which says Sinai was at this time an active volcano. Its columns of smoke and fire could be seen for 
miles over the desertj and would be like a beacon signal given by the God of Sinai to those who were seeking 
their way to Him. There axe obvious objections to this as to every other attempt to explain the mystery. 


EXODUS 14, 9 

Ms army, and overtook them encamping by 
the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal- 
zephon. 

IsraePs Pear 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the chil- 
dren of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, be- 
hold, the Egyptians inarched after them; and 
they were sore afraid: and the children of 
Israel cried out unto the Lord. And they said 
unto Moses, Because there were no graves 
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in 
the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt 
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians ? For it had been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said tmto the people. Fear ye 
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for 
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 
shall see them again no more for ever. The 
Loro shall fight for you, and ye shall hold 
your peace. 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore 
criest thou unto me? speak unto the children 
of Israel, that they go forward : But lift thou 
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over 
the sea, and divide it : and the children of 
Israel shall go on dry ground through the 
midst of the sea. And I, behold, I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they 
shall foEow them: and I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all Ms host, upon 
Ms chariots, and upon Ms horsemen. And 
the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have gotten me honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon Ms chariots, and upon his 
horsemen. 

And the angel of God, wMch went before 
the camp of Israel, removed and went beliind 
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from 
before their face, and stood beMnd them: 
and it came between the camp of the Egyp- 
tians and the camp of Israel; and it was a 
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light 
by night to these : so that the one came not 


near the other all the night. And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. And 
the children of Israel went into the midst of 
the sea upon the dry groimd: and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right hand, 
and on their left. 

On the Seashore 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in 
after them to the midst of the sea, even aU 
Pharaoh’s horses, Ms chariots, and Ms horse- 
men. And it came to pass, that in the morn- 
ing watch the Lord looked unto the host of 
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and 
of the cloud, and troubled the host of the 
Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, 
that they drave them heavily: so that the 
Egyptians said. Let us flee from the face of 
Israel; for the Lord fighteth for them against 
the Egyptians, 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch 
out thine hand over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 
And Moses stretched forth Ms hand over 
the sea, and the sea returned to his strength 
when the morning appeared; and the Egyp- 
tians fled against it; and the Lord overthrew 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh 
that came into the sea after them; there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. But the 
children of Israel walked upon dry land in 
the midst of the sea; and the waters were 
a wail imto them on their right hand, and 
on their left. Thus the Lord saved IsraeP 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea shore. And Israel saw that great work 
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians : and 
the people feared the Lord, and believed the 
Lord, and Ms servant Moses. 

Sofig of Deliverance 

Then sang Moses and the cMldren of Is- 
rael this song unto the Lord, and spake, 
saying, 


A Way through the Sea 


^ The Lord saved Israel. To attempt to explain the matter in any other way, or go beyond the simple 
statements of the narrative seems unfitting, when the world to-day is full of the marvellous things men can 
do with so little knowledge of nature’s forces. 
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Great Oceans^ trackless, vast and wild, obey His Will 


I WILL sing unto the LoeDj for he 
hath triumphed gloriously : 

The horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song^ 

And he is become my salvation: 

He is my God^ and I will prepare him an 
habitation; 

My father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war : 

The Lord is his name. 

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he 
cast into the sea : 

His chosen captains also are drowned in 
the Red sea. 

The depths have covered them; 

They sank into the bottom as a stone. 

Thy right hand, O Lord, is become 
glorious in power : 

Thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in 
pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine excellency 
thou hast overthrown them that rose up 
against thee: 

Thou sentest forth thy wrath, which con- 
sumed them as stubble. 

And with the blast of thy nostrils the 
waters were gathered together, 

The floods stood upright as an heap. 

And the depths were congealed in the 
heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, 

I will pursue, I wiU overtake, I will divide 
the spoil; 

My lust shall be satisfied upon them; 

I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea 
covered them: 

They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the 
gods? 


Who is like thee, glorious in holiness. 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders ? 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand. 

The earth swallowed them. 

Thou in tliy mercy hast led forth the 
people which thou hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength 
unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid: 

Sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants 
ofPalestina. 

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; 

The mighty men of Moab, trembling shall 
take hold upon them; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt 
away. 

Fear and dread shall fall upon them; 

By the greatness of thine arm they shall 
be as still as a stone; 

Till thy people pass over, O Lord, 

Till the people pass over, which thou hast 
purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them 
in the moimtain of thine inheritance. 

In the place, O Lord, which thou hast 
made for thee to dwell in. 

In the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy 
hands have established. 

The Loim shall reign for ever and ever. 

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his 
chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, 
and the Lord brought again the waters of 
the sea upon them; but the children of Israel 
went on dry land in the midst of the sea. | 
And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and aU the 
women went out after her with timbrels and 
with dances. And Miriam answered them. 

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously ; 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown 
into the sea. 
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THE REVELATION IN THE WILDERNESS 

EXODUS CHAPTERS 15^ 22— IS, 2j 

We strike the path of the onward march of Humanity:^ God^s company of slaves leading 
ofij but we are more fortunate than they, for we know whither the way leads. Still, we 
need as they did, the help of Heaven to carry on, and it is not lacking. 


Waters of Mar ah 

SO Moses brought Israel from the Red 
sea, and they went out into the wilderness 
of Shut; and they went three days in the 
wilderness, and found no water. And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Alarah, for they were bitter: 
therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
And the people murmured against Moses, 
saying. What shall we drink? And he cried 
unto the Lord^ and the Lord shewed him 
a tree, which when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet: there 
he made for them a statute and an ordinance, 
and there he proved them, and said. If thou 
wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep ail his statutes, 
I will put none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyptians: 
for I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

Wells of Elim 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve 
wells^ of water, and threescore and ten palm 
trees : and they encamped there by the waters. 

Manna 

And they took their journey from Elim, 
and all the congregation of the children of 
Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which 
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth 
day of the second month after their depart- 
ing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole 
congregation of tlie children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and Aaron in the wilder- 
ness: and the children of Israel said unto 
them. Would to God we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us 
fortii into this wilderness, to kill tliis whole 
assembly with hunger. 


Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, 
I will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shah, go out and gather a certain 
rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law, or no. 
And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth 
day they shall prepare that which they bring 
in; and it shall be twice as much as they 
gather daily. And Moses and Aaron said 
unto all the children of Israel, At even, then 
ye shall know that the Lord hath brought 
you out from tlie land of Egypt: and in the 
morning, then ye shall see lie glory of the 
Lord; for tliat he heareth your murmurings 
against the Lord : and what are we, that ye 
murmur against us? And Moses said. This 
shall be, when the Lord shall give you in 
the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full; for that the Lord heareth 
your murmurings which ye murmur against 
him : and what are we ? your murmurings are 
not against us, but against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto 
all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
Come near before the Lord: for he hath 
heard your murmurings. And it came to 
pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, that they 
looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
I have heard the murmurings of the children 
of Israel : speak unto them, saying, At even 
ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall 
be filled with bread; and ye shall know tliat I 
am the Lord your God. And it came to pass, 
that at even the quails^ came up, and covered 
the camp: and in the morning the dew lay 
round about the host. And when the dew that 
lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round things as 
small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, 
they said one to another. It is manna for 


i! ; God of the sea and the rivers is the God^ too, of the wells and springs. 

: ' Quails, or partridges, in the early months of the year, fly in great numbers over tliis desert waste, and 
are often so csKhausted ti:iat they are easily caught. 

3 There is a shrub in. the Sinai peninsula which, in tlie early summer, exudes heavy drops of sap or gum 
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EXODUS 17, 9 

Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top 
of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 

So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and 
fought with Amalek : and Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it 
came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, 
that Israel prevailed i and when he let down 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ 
hariHs were heavy; and they took a stone, 
and put it under him, and he sat thereon; 
and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the 
one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until 
the going down of the sun. And Joshua dis- 
comfited Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua; for 
I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. And Moses 
built an altar, and called the name of it 
Jehovah-nissi: for he said. Because the 
Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation to gene- 
ration. 

A Family Reunion 

When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ 
fpthor in law, heard of all that God had done 
for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that 
the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt; 
then Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took Zip- 
porah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her 
backhand her two sons; of which the name 
of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have 
been an alien in a strange land : and the name 
of the other was Eliezer ; for the God of my 
father, said he, was mine help, and delivered 
me from the sword of Pharaoh: and Jethro, 
Moses’ father in law, came With his sons and 
his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, 
where he encamped at the mount of God: 
and he said unto Moses, I thy father in law 
Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and 
her two sons with her. 

And Moses went but to meet his father in 

law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and 
they asked each other of their welfare; and 
they came into the tent. And Moses told his 
father in law all that the Lord had done unto 
Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s 
sake, and all the travail that had come upon 

themi by the way, and how the Lord delivered 

* Men. of ability and character. Jethro counselled 
many advocates to-day. 


them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the good- 
ness which the Lord had done to Israel, 
whom he had delivered out of the hand of 
the Egyptians. And Jethro said, Blessed be 
the Lord, who hath deUvered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand 
of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people 
from u nbpr the hand of the Egyptians. Now 
I know that the Lord is greater than all gods . 
for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly 
he was above them. And Jethro, Moses’ 
father in law, took a burnt offering and sacri- 
fices for God: and Aaron came, and all the 
elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ 
father in law before God. 

Friendly Counsel 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Moses sat to judge the people : and the people 
stood by Moses from the morning unto the 
evening. And when Moses’ father in law saw 
all that he did to the people, he said. What 
is this thing that thou doest to the people? 
why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the 
people stand by thee from morning unto 
even? And Moses said unto his father m 
law. Because the people come imto me to 
inquire of God: when they have a matter, 
they come unto me; and I judge between 
one and another, and I do make them know 
the statutes of God, and his laws. 

And Moses’ father in law said unto him. 
The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou 
wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this 
people that is with thee : for this thing is too 
heavy for thee; tliou art not able to perform 
it thyself alone. Hearken now unto my voice, 
I will give thee counsel, and God shall be 
with thee: Be thou for the people to God- 
ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto 
God: and thou shalt teach them ordinances 
and laws, and shalt shew them the way where- 
in they must walk, and the work that tliey 
must do. Moreover thou shalt provide out 
of all the people able men,' such as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place 
such over them, to be rulers of tliousands, 
and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens : and let them judge the people 
at all seasons : and it shall be, that every great 
rpat tpr they shall bring tmto thee, but every 
smaU matter they shaU judge: so shall it be 
for thyself, and they shall bear the 
burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, 

the delegation of responsibility- — a principle which has 






and God command thee sOj then thou shalt 
be able to endure;, and all this people shall 
also go to their place in peace. 

So Moses hearkened to the voice of his 
father in law, and did all that he had said. 
And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers 


of thousands, rule 
fifties, and rulers < 
the people at all sea 
brought unto Mos 
they judged thems 
father in law depa 
into his own land. 


EXODUS 19, ij 
lundreds, rulers o: 


And Mosej 


THE REVELATION ON THE MOUNTAIN 


THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE LAND OF GOD SHOULD 
LEARN AND KEEP THE LAWS OF GOD 
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Sinai^ a desert mountain^ is crowned with glory 


Speak thou with us/ and we will hear: but 
let not God speak with us^ lest we die* And 
Moses said unto the people^ Fear not: for 
God is come to prove youj, and that his fear 


may be before your faces^ that ye sin not. 
And the people stood afar off^ and Moses 
drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was. 


THE JUDGMENTS Exodus 20^ 22 — 24^ 

Before the altar of God^ which stands at the head of this chapter like a sacred symbol 
in a Court of Law^ human rights and liberties are invested with a new dignity^ and 
whatever a man does has to be judged in the light of this new revelation. 


Altar for the Open Court 

AND the Lord said unto Mosesj Thus thou 
shalt say unto the children of Israel^ Ye have 
seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 
Ye shall not make with me gods of silver;, 
neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. 
An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me^ 
and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offer- 
ings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and 
thine oxen: in all places where I record my 
name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 
thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar of 
stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: 
for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast 
polluted it. Neither shalt thou go up by steps 
unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not 
discovered thereon. 


Now these are the judgments^ which thou 
shalt set before them. 

Justice for Slaves 

If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years 
he shall serve : and in the seventh he shall 
go out free for nothing. If he came in by 
himself, he shall go out by himself : if he were 
married, then his wife shall go out with him. 
If his master have given him a wife, and she 
have born him sons dr daughters; the w'ife 
and her children shaU be her master'S,^^^^^^^a^ 
he shall go out by himself. And if the servant 
shall plainly say, I love my master^ niy wife, 
and my children; I will not go out free: 
then hds master shall bring him unto the 
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, 

^ Hypothetical cases for the guidance of judges. It is interesting to notice there was no punishment by 
imprisonment, though in Joseph’s time there were prisons. There was no torture. The form of punishment 
was in the nature of restitution, or even retaliation, but this was well regulated and evidently supervised by 
judges. In an age when revenge might run to extremes, the law of retaliation prescribed limits. 
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or unto the door post; and his master shall 
borehis ear through with an aul;' and he shall 
serve him for ever. 

And if a man sell his daughter to be a 
maidservant, she shall not go out as the men- 
servants do. If she please not her master, 
who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall 
he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a 
strange nation he shall have no power, seeing 
he hath dealt deceitfully with her. And rf 
he have betrothed her rmto his son, he shall 
deal with her after the manner of daughters. 
If he take Viiin another wife; her food, her 
raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he 
not diminish. And if he do not these three 
unto her, then shall she go out free without 
money. 


Capital Offences 

He that smiteth a man, so that he die, 
»hal1 be surely put to death. And if a man 
lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his 
hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither 
he shall flee. But if a man come presump- 
tuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with 
guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, 
that he may die. 

And he that smiteth his father, or ms 
mother, shall be surely put to death. 

And he that stealeth a man, and selleth 
him, or if he be foxmd in his hand, he shall 

surely be put to death. 

And he that curseth his father, or his 
mother, shall surely be put to death. 

Compensation Acts 

And if men strive together, and one smite 
’th. a stone or with his fist^ and 

he die not, S® 

again, and walk abroad upon ms st^, then 
shall he that smote him be quit : only he shall 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause 

him to be thoroughly healed.® 


judges determine. And if any miscmef fol- 
low, then thou shalt give life for life, eye foi 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, 
stripe for stripe. 

And if a man smite the eye of his servant, 
or the eye of Ms maid, that it perish; he shall 
let him go free for his eye’s sake. And if he 
smite out his manservant’s tooth, or his maid- 
servant’s tooth; he shall let him go free for 
his tooth’s sake. 

If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they 
die : then the ox shall be surely stoned, and 
his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner 
of the ox shall be quit. But if the ox were 
wont to push with his horn in time past, and 
it hath been testified to his owner, and he 
hath not kept him in, but that he hatli killed 
a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, 
and his owner also shall be put to death. It 
there be laid on him a sum of money,® then 
he gliall give for the ransom of his life what- 
soever is laid upon him. Whether he have 
gored a son, or have gored a daughter, ac- 
cording to tiiis judgment shall it be done 
unto him. If the ox shall push a manservant 
or a maidservant; he shall give rmto their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox 
shall be stoned. 

Injuries to Cattle 

And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man 
shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an ox 
or an ass fall therein; the owner of the pit 
shall make it good, and give money unto the 
owner of them; and the dead beast shall be 

his* * 9 1 

And if one man’s ox hurt another s, that 


should make full restitution; if he have no- 
thinga then he shall be sold for his theft. If 
the theft be certainly found in his hand alive^ 
whether it be ox^ or ass^, or sheep; he shall 
restore double. 

If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to 
be eaten^ and shall put m his beast;, and shall 
feed in another man’s field; of the best of 
his own field, and of tlie best of his own vine- 
yard, shall he make restitution. 

Breaches of Trust 

If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so 
that the stacks of corn, or the standing corn, 
or the field, be consumed therewith; he that 
kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 

If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour 
money or stuff to keep, and it be stolen out 
of the man’s house; if the thief be found, let 
him pay double. If the thief be not found, 
then the master of the house shall be brought 
unto the judges, to see whether he have put 
his hand unto his neighbour’s goods. For 
all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, 
for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any 
manner of lost thing, which another chal- 
lengeth to be his, the cause of both parties 
shall come before the judges; and whom the 
judges shall condemn, he shall pay double 
unto his neighbour* 

If a man deliver imto his neighbour an ass, 
or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to keep; 
and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no 
man seeing it : then shall an oath of the Lord 
be between them both, that he hath not put 
his hand imto his neighbour’s goods; and 
the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he 
shall not make it good. And if it be stolen 
from him, he shall make restitution unto the 
owner thereof. If it be torn in pieces, then 
let him bring it for witness, and he shall not 
make good that which was torn. 

And if a man borrow ought of his neigh- 
bour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner tliereof 
being not with it, he shall surely make it 
good. But if tile owner thereof be with it, 
he shall not make it good: if it be an hired 
thing, it came for his hire. 

And if a man entice a maid that is not 
betrotlied, and lie with her, he shall surely 
endow her to be his wife. If her father 
utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall 
pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 


EXODUS 23, 5 

General Off ences 

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.^ 

Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely 
be put to death. 

He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto 
the Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed. 

Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor 
oppress him: for ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt. Ye shall not affict any widow, 
or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in 
any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will 
surely hear their cry; and my wrath shall 
wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; 
and your wives shall be widows, and your 
children fatherless. 

If thou lend money to any of my people 
that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him 
as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him 
usury. If thou at all take thy neighbour’s 
raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto 
him by that the sun goeth down: for that is 
his covering only, it is his raiment for his 
skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall 
come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that 
I will hear; for I am gracious. 

Abuses 

Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse 
the ruler of thy people. 

Thou shalt not delay to ojffer the first of 
thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors : the first- 
born of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 
Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, and 
with thy sheep : seven days it shall be with 
his dam; on the eightli day thou shalt give 
it me. 

And ye shall be holy men unto me : neither 
shall ye eat any fiesh that is torn of beasts 
in the field; ye shall east it to the dogs* 

Falsehood and Revenge 

Thou shalt not raise a false report : put not 
thine hand with the wicked to be an un- 
righteous witness. Thou shalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil ; neither shalt thou speak 
in a cause to decline after many to wrest 
judgment : neither shalt thou coimtenance a 
poor man in his cause. 

If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back 
to him again. If thou see the ass of him that 
hateth thee lying under his burden, and 


* Witchcraft is no longer practised in our country, and witches, if there are any, would not now be put to 
death. These early laws or judgments must be interpreted and applied in the light of the Christian revelation, 
Tbe permanent truth behind tliis law is tliat magic must not be allowed to have any place in religion. 
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wo'uldest forbear to help him^ thou shalt 

surely help with him. ^ _ 

Thou shalt not wrest die judgment of thy 
poor in his cause. Keep thee far from a false 
matter; and the innocent and righteous slay 
thou not: for I will not justify the wicked. 
And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift 
blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words 
of the righteous. Also thou shalt not oppress 
a stranger : for ye know the heart of a stranger, 
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Sabbaths and Festivals 
And six years thou shalt sow thy land, 
and shalt gather in the fruits thereof: but 
the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie 
still; that the poor of thy people may eat: 
and what they leave the beasts of the field 
shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with 
thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard. Six 
days thou shalt do thy work, and on the 
seventh day thou shalt rest : that thine ox and 
thine ass may rest, and the son of thy hand- 
maid, and the stranger, may be refreshed. 
And in all things that I have said unto you 
be circumspect: and make no mention of 
the name of other gods, neither let it be 
heard out of thy mouth. 

Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto 
me in the year.' Thou shalt keep the feast of 
unleavened bread : (thou shalt eat unleavened 
bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in 
the time appointed of the month Abib; for 
in it thou earnest out from Egypt : and none 
shall appear before me empty :) and the feast 
of harvest, the firstfruits of tliy labours, 
thou hast sown in the field: and the 
of ingathering, which is in the end of 
the year, when thou hast gathered in thy 
labours out of the field. Three times in the 
year all thy males shall appear before the 
Lord God. 

Sacrifices 

Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacri- 
fice with leavened bread; neither shall the 
fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning. 
The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy 
lou shalt not seethe a kid in his 


The Angel of the Lord 
Behold, I send aH AngeB before thee, to 
keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into 
the place which I have prepared. Beware of 
him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; 
for he will not pardon your trmsgressions : 
for my name is in him. But if thou shalt 
indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; 

I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, 
and an adversary unto thine adversaiies. For 
mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring 
thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites : and I will cut 
t hem off. Thou shalt not bow down to the^ 
gods, nor serve them, nor do after theur 
works ; but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, 
and quite break down their images. And ye 
s hall serve the Lord your God, and be shall 
bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will 
take sickness away from the midst of thee. 
There shall nothing cast their young, nor be 
barren, in thy land: the number of thy days 
I will fulfil. I will send my fear before thee, 
and wiU destroy aU the people to whom thou 
shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies 
turn their backs unto thee. And I will send 
hornets before thee, which shall drive out the 
Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from 
before thee. I will not drive them out from 
before thee in one year ; lest tlie land become 
desolate, and the beast of the field multiply 
against thee. By little and little I wiU drive 
them out from before thee, until thou be 
increased, and inherit the land. And I will 
set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto 
the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert 
unto the river: for I will deliver the in- 
habitants of the land into your hand; and 

thou shalt drive them out before thee. Thou 

shalt make no covenant with tliem, nor with 
their gods. They shall not dwell in thy land, 
lest they make thee sin against me; for if 
thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare 
unto thee. 

The Seventy Elders 

And he said imto Moses, Come up unto 
the Lord, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; 
anH wnrshin ve afar off. And Moses alone 


notes on these festivals see Leviticus, p. 142. ^ 

\Vord does not necessarily mean a supernatural being. It signifies a messenger, 
jection to applying the v^ord to Moses. A person is denoted, and in his nearness to ^ 

God Moses fulfiUed the ministry of an angel. "My name is m him means: he has my authority. 


SinaVs glory hallows all mountain solitudes 


shall come near the Lord : but they shall not 
come nighj neither shall the people go up 
with him. 


Blood Bond 


And Moses came and told the people dl 
the words of the Lord^ and aU the judgments : 
and all the people answered with one voice, 
and said. All the words which the Lord hath 
said will we do. And Moses wrote all the 
words of the Lord, and rose up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar under the 
hill, and twelve pillars, according to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young 
men of the children of Israel, which offered 
burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings 
of oxen unto the Lord. And Moses toofe 
half of the blood, and put it in basons; and 
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 
And he took the book of the covenant, and 
read in the audience of the people : and they 
said. All that the Lord hath said will we do, 
and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, 
and sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
Behold the blood of the covenant,^ which the 
Lord hath made with you concerning all 
these words. 

Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Hadab, 
and Abihu, and seventy of the eiders of 
Israel: and tliey saw the God of Israel; and 


there was under his feet as it were a paved 
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the 
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon 
the nobles of the children of Israel he laid 
not his hand : also they saw God, and did eat 
and drink. 


The Glory of the Lord 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up 
to me into the moxmt, and be there: and I 
will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and 
commandments which I have written; that 
thou mayest teach them. And Moses rose 
up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses 
went up into the mount of God. And he 
said unto the elders. Tarry ye here for us, 
until we come again xmto you : and, behold, 
Aaron and Hur are with you : if any man have 
any matters to do, let him come unto them. 
And Moses went up into the mount, and a 
cloud covered the mount. And the glory of 
the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it six days: and the seventh 
day he called unto Moses out of the midst of 
the cloud. And the sight of the glory of the 
Lord was like devouring fire on the top of 
the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 
And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, 
and gat him up into the mount: and Moses 
was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 


^ We do not need to go into the details of primitive customs to understand the binding nature of a bond 
ratified by blood sprinkling. Human nature instinctively feels a sense of awe and seriousness at the sight of 
blood. 
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Exodus 25, I- — 38, i8 

THE TABERNACLE „ 

WhytUs long description of tU 

»/»«» '» 

rwatweirtu ^ thereof. Aid the cherubims 

and the Lord spake ’ ^aU stretch forth their wings on high, cover- 

Speak unto the children of 1 ing the mercy seat with their wmgs, and 

bringmeanoffering-.ofeverymm^t giv another; toward 

. it willingly with his heart ye shall my th 
offering. And this is the 0®®^ J 4ns be. And thou shalt put the mercy seat 
shall take of them; gold, and s^ve', andbr^, thou shalt 

and blue, and purple, and s^^rlet, ^d ^ b P j give thee. And 

linen, and goats’ hair, and rams sto y ^ gj^^j I ^vill corn- 

red, and badgers’ skins, and ?hittim wood,. frojn above the mercy seat, 

oil for the light, spices for between the two cherubims which are 

for sweet incense, onyx ^‘J^tplate. upon the ark of the testimony, of all things 

be set in the ephod, and m the bmstp P ^ commandment unto 

And let them make me f ssncmary; to I 

maydwellamongthem. According to all to th h ^ 

I shew thee, after the pattern of ^ be the length thereof, 

nacle, and the pattern of all the mstruments breadth thereof, and a cubit 

thereof^ even so shall ye malce i . ^ height thereof. And thou 

TU. Ark and Table shalt overlay it with pure gold> and make 

two cubits and a half shall be the Iragth there . round about, and thou shalt make 

of, and a cubit and a half the brea^ a eolden crown to the border thereof round 

aiJd a cubit and a half the height toeof. ^^^“Xo “shalt make for it four rings 
And thou shalt overlay it with pure gol , • ^ corners 

within and without shalt thou ojerlay it, m ^ g thereof. Over against 

shalt make upon it a crown of gold rom border shall the rings be for places of the 

about. Andthoushaltcastfourrmgsoigold Ac table. And thou shalt 

for it, and put make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay 

of; andtworingsahaUbemtheonesiderf^ SmS gold, that ihe table may be borne 

andtworingsmtheo&epideof It. * . S ^.^b»c 


uii aixvi. uYv^/ — — - - . „ them with soiaa niai me tuuic xxxa.y v/v.***- 

andtworingsintheo&epideofit. th e m ' Aid thou shalt make the dishes 

shaltmake staves ofshittimwood, ^ thereof and spoons thereof, and covers there- 

themwithgold. Attdthoushaltputtheste^ 5 4d?S toeof, to cover withal: of 
into the rings by the sides of Ae ark, to Ae , make them. And thou 

taken from it. And thou shalt put into the me alway. 

airk the testimony which I shall give thee. Qolden Candlestick 

And thou shalt “ J® br4e leSS And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure 

gold: two cubits and a h^shaU be me lengm candlestick 

thereof, and a cubit and a half , bis shaft, and his branches, his 

thereof. And thou shalt make two cherub • bis flowers, shall be of 

of gold, of Wo w»k fhal. ttou o^e SSi^.ch« Shi come out 

tliem, in the two ends of the mercy seat, itod . „ b* tliree branches of the 

make one cherub on the one end, and &e oitt oJ’tte oL sTde, and three 

mtmytrSiS ^ toftSfehSims on branches of the candlestick out of the other 

. A ch„, of .»d. w„d. 3 ft, , 7 £ 

ss?Anro?"puS -h* .,o.bo«. «!„»., «. w d,. A.10 

According to Babylonian analogy the figures typified guardians . 


shalt maKe siavcs ux muui^xx w 

themwithgold. And thou shalt put the staves 

into the rings by the sides of the ark^ that me 

arkmay be borne with them. The staves shall 

be in the rings of the ark : they shall not be 
taken from it. And thou shalt put into the 
airk the testimony which I shall give thee. 
And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure 
gold : two cubits and a half shall be the 
thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth 
thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims 
of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make 
tiiem, in the two ends of the mercy seat. And 
make one cherub on the one end, and the 
other cherub on the other end: even of the 
mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on 
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EXODUS 26, 29 

rings of gold for places for the bars : and thou 
shalt overlay the bars with gold. And thou 
shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the 
fashion thereof which was shewed thee in 
the mount. 

And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and line twined linen 
of cunning work : with cherubims shall it be 
made: and thou shalt hang it upon four 
pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold: 
their hooks shall be of gold, upon the four 
sockets of silver. And thou shalt hang up the 
vail under the taches, that thou mayest bring 
in thither within the vail the ark of the testi- 
mony: and the vail shall divide unto you 
between the holy place and the most holy. 
And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the 
ark of tlie testimony in the most holy place. 
And thou shalt set the table without the vail, 
and the candlestick over against the table on 
the side of the tabernacle toward the south: 
and thou shalt put the table on the north side. 

And thou shalt make an hanging for the 
door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needlework. And thou shalt make for the 
hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and 
overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall 
be of gold : and thou shalt cast five sockets of 
brass for them. 

The Altar 

And thou shalt make an altar of shittim 
wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; 
the altar shall be foursquare: and the height 
thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt 
make the horns of it upon the four corners 
thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and 
thou shalt overlay it with brass. And thou 
shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and 
his shovels, and his basons, and his fiesh- 
hooks, and liis firepans : all the vessels thereof 
thou shalt make of brass. And thou shalt 
make for it a grate of network of brass; and 
upon the net shalt thou make four brasen 
rings in the four corners thereof. And thou 
shalt put it under the compass of the altar 
beneath, that the net may be even to the 
midst of the altar. And thou shalt make 
staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with brass. And the staves 
shall be put into the rings, and the staves 
shall be upon the two sides of the altar, to 
bear it. Hollow with boards shalt thou make 
it : as it was shewed thee in the mount, so 
shall they make it. 


And thou shalt make the court of the 
tabernacle: for the south side soutliward 
there shall be hangings for the court of fine 
twined linen of an hundred cubits long for 
one side: and the twenty pillars thereof and 
their twenty sockets shall be of brass; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be 
of silver. And likewise for the north side in 
length there shall be hangings of an hundred 
cubits long, and his twenty pillars and their 
twenty sockets of brass; the hooks of the 
pillars and their fillets of silver. And for the 
breadth of the court on the west side shall 
be hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten. And the breadth of 
the court on the east side eastward shall be 
fifty cubits. The hangings of one side of the 
gate shall be fifteen cubits : their pillars three, 
and their sockets three* And on the other 
side shall be hangings fifteen cubits: tiieir 
pillars three, and their sockets three. And 
for the gate of the court shall be an hanging 
of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needlework: and their pillars shall be four, 
and their sockets four. All the pillars round 
about the court shall be filleted with silver; 
their hooks shall be of silver, and their 
sockets of brass. The length of the court 
shall be an hundred cubits, and the breadth 
fifty every where, and the height five cubits 
of fine twined linen, and their sockets of 
brass. All the vessels of the tabernacle in all 
die service thereof, and all the pins thereof, 
and all the pins of die court, shall be of brass. 

And thou shalt command the children of 
Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to 
burn always. In the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation without the vail, which is before 
the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order 
it from evening to morning before the Lord : 
it shall be a statute for ever unto their 
generations on the behalf of the children of 
Israel. 

Priests* Rohes 

And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, 
and his sons with him, from among the 
children of Israel, that he may minister unto 
me in the pdesds office, even Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s 
sons. And thou shalt make holy garments 
for Aaron diy brother for glory and for 
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a binding of woven work round about the 
hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, 
that it be not rent. And beneath upon the 
hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round 
about the hem thereof; and bells' of gold 
between them round about : a golden bell and 
a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pome- 
granate, upon the hem of the robe round 
about. And it shall be upon Aaron to min- 
ister: and his sound shall be heard when he 
goeth in unto the holy place before the Lord, 
and when he cometh out, that he die not. 

And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, 
and grave upon it, like the engravings of a 

signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And 

thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may 
be upon the mitre;® upon the forefront of the 
mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon 
Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the 
iniquity of the holy things, which the chil- 
dren of Israel shall hallow in all their holy 
gifts; and it shall be always upon his fore- 
head, that they may be accepted before the 
Lord. And thou shalt embroider the coat of 
fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of 
fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle 
of needlework. 

And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make 
coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, 
and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for 
glory and for beauty. And thou shalt put 
t hpTn upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons 
with him; and shalt anoint them, and conse- 
crate them, and sanctify them, that they may 
minister unto me in the priest’s office. And 
thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover 
their nakedness; from the loins even unto 
the thighs they shall reach: and they shall 
be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they 
come in unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, or when they come near unto tlie altar 
to minister in the holy place; that they bear 
not iniquity, and die : it shall be a statute for 
ever unto him and his seed after him. 

Consecration of Priests 
And this is the thing that thou shalt do 
xmto them to hallow them, to minister unto 
me in the priest’s office: Take one young 
bullock, and two rams without blemish, and 
unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tem- 
pered with oil, and wafers unleavened an- 
ointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou 


mnlrp. them. And thou shalt put them into 
one basket, and bring them in the basket, 
with the bullock and the two rams. And 
Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shalt wash them with water. And thou 
shalt take the garments, and put upon Aaron 
tlie coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the 
ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him 
with the curious girdle of the ephod: and 
thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and 
put the holy crown upon the mitre. Then 
shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour 
it upon his head, and anoint him. And thou 
shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon 
them. And thou shalt gird them with girdles, 
Aaron and his sons, and put the bormets on 
them: and the priest’s office shall be theirs 
for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt con- 
secrate Aaron and his sons. 

Consecratory Sacrifices 
And thou shalt cause a bullock to be 
brought before the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and Aaron and his sons shall put 
their hands upon the head of the bullock. 
And thou shalt kill the bullock before the 
Lord, by the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. And thou shalt take of the blood 
of the bullock, and put it upon the horns 
of the altar with tliy finger, and pour all the 
blood beside the bottom of the altar. And 
thou shalt take aU the fat that covereth the 
inwards, and the caul that is above the liver, 
and the two kidneys, and the fat that is 
upon them, and bmrn them upon the altar. 
But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, 
and his dung, shalt thou bum with fire 
without the camp : it is a sin offering. 

Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron 
and his sons shall put their hands upon the 
head of the ram. And tliou shalt slay the 
ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and 
sprinkle it rotmd about upon the altar. And 
thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash 
the inwards of him, and his legs, and put 
ffipm unto his pieces, and unto his head. 
And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon 
the altar : it is a burnt offering unto the Lord : 
it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire 
unto the Lord. 

And thou shalt take the other ram; and 
Aaron and his sons shall put their hands 
uponihe head of the ram. Then shalt thou 


' So that the people should know when the High Priest entered the Holy Place and Aey should devote 
themselves to prayer. ■“ A kind ot turban. 
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thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the 
same. And thou shalt overlay it with pure 
gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof 
round about, and the horns thereof; and 
thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold 
round about. And two golden rings shalt 
thou make to it under the crown of it, by the 
two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it 
shalt thou make it; and they shall be for 
places for the staves to bear it withal. And 
thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, 
and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt 
put it before the vail that is by the ark of the 
testimony, before the mercy seat that is over 
the testimony, where I will meet with thee. 
And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense 
every morning : when he dresseth the lamps, 
lie shall burn incense upon it. And when 
Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall 
burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense 
before the Lord throughout your genera- 
tions. Ye shall offer no strange incense 
thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offer- 
ing; neither shall ye pour drink offering 
thereon. And Aaron shall make an atone- 
ment upon the horns of it once in a year with 
the blood of the sin offering of atonements : 
once in the year shall he make atonement 
upon it throughout your generations : it is 
most holy unto the Lord, 

Redemption Tax 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
When thou takest the sum of the children 
of Israel after their number, then shall they 
give every man a ransom for his soul unto 
the Lord, when thou numberest them; that 
there be no plague among them, when thou 
numberest them. This they shall give, every 
one that passeth among them tiiat are num- 
bered, half a shekel after the shekel of the 
sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an 
half shekel shall be the offering of the Lord. 
Every one that passeth among them that are 
numbered, from twenty years old and above, 
shall give an offering unto the Lord. The 
rich shall not give more, and the poor shall 
not give less than half a shekel, when they 
give an offering unto the Lord, to make an 
atonement for your souls. And thou shalt 
take the atonement money of the children of 
Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of 
the tabernacle of the congregation; that it 
may be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel before the Lord, to make an atone- 
ment for your souls. 


The Bronze Laver 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and 
his foot also of brass, to wash withal : and 
thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of 
the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt 
put water therein. For Aaron and his sons 
shall wash their hands and their feet tliereat: 
when they go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, they shall wash with water, 
that they die not; or when they come near to 
the altar to minister, to burn offering made 
by fire unto the Lord ; so they shall wash 
their hands and their feet, that they die not: 
and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even 
to him and to his seed throughout their 
generations. 

Oil and Incense 

Moreover the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Take thou also unto thee principal 
spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, 
and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even 
two himdred and fifty shekels, and of sweet 
calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, and 
of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin : and 
thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, 
an ointment compound after the art of the 
apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. 
And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of die 
congregation therewith, and the ark of the 
testimony, and the table and all his ves- 
sels, and the candlestick and his vessels, 
and the altar of incense, and the altar of 
burnt offering with all his vessels, and the 
laver and liis foot. And thou shalt sanctify 
them, that they may be most holy : whatso- 
ever toucheth them shall be holy. And thou 
shalt anoint Aaron and Ms sons, and conse- 
crate them, that they may minister unto me 
in the priest^s office. And thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel, saying, This shall 
be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout 
your generations. Upon man’s flesh shall it 
not be poured, neither shall ye make any 
other like it, after the composition of it: it is 
holy, and it shall be holy unto you. Who- 
soever compounded! any like it, or who- 
soever putteth any of it upon a stranger, 
shall even be cut off from his people. 

And the Lord said tmto Moses, Take unto 
thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and gal- 
banum; these sweet spices with pure frank- 
incense: of each shall there be a like weight: 




and thou shalt make it a perfume, a confec- 
tion after the art of the apothecary, tempered 
together, pure and holy: and thou shalt beat 
some of it very small, and put of it before the 
testimony in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, where I will meet with thee : it shall be 
unto you most holy. And as for the perfume 
which thou shalt make, ye shall not make 
to yourselves according to the composition 
thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the 
Lord. Whosoever shall make like unto that, 
to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from 
his people. 

Inspired Craftsmen 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 
and I have filled him with the spirit of God, 
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workman- 
ship, to devise cunning works, to work in 
gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cut- 
ting of stones, to set them, and in carving of 
timber, to work in all manner of workman- 
ship. And I, behold, I have given with him 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe 
of Dan : and in the hearts of all that are wise 
hearted I have put wisdom, that they may 
make all that I have commanded thee; the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark 
of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is 
thereupon, and all the furniture of the taber- 
nacle, and the table and his furniture, and 
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the pure candlestick with all his furniture, 
and the altar of incense, and the altar of 
burnt offering with all his furniture, and the 
laver and his foot, and the cloths of service, 
and the holy garments for Aaron tiie priest, 
and the garments of his sons, to minister in 
the priest’s office, and the anointing oil, and 
sweet incense for the holy place: according to 
all that I have commanded thee shall they do. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, 
saying. Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep : for 
it is a sign between me and you throughout 
your generations; that ye may know that I 
am the Lord that dotli sanctify you. Ye shall 
keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy 
unto you: every one that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth 
any work therein, that soul shall be cut off 
from among his people. Six days may work 
be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of 
rest, holy to the Lord : whosoever doeth any 
work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be 
put to death. Wherefore the children of 
Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the 
sabbath throughout their generations, for 
perpetual covenant. It is a sign between m- 
and the children of Israel for ever : for in' six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on 
the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed. 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had 
made an end of communing with him upon 
moiimt Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables 
of stone, written with the finger of God. 


WORSHIP Exodus 32, i — 34, 35 

Between two pictures of the Tabrnmacle we are shown a very different kind of worship. 
However^ the golden idol is ground to dusU the broken laws are renewed^ and the good- 
ness of the Lord makes the worship of Him a glorious service. We are given a revelation 
of His character which has become the keynote of His worship throughout the world. 


Voice of the People 

AND when the people saw that Moses 
delayed to come down out of the mount, the 
people gatliered themselves together unto 
Aaron, and said unto him. Up, make us 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for 
this Moses, the man that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of him. And Aaron said unto them. 
Break off the golden earrings, which are in 
the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of 
your daughters, and bring them unto me. 
And all the people brake off the golden ear- 


rings which were in their ears, and brought 
them unto Aaron, And he received them at 
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving 
tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and 
they said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
And when Aaron saw it^ he built an altar 
before it; and Aaron made proclamation, 
and said, To morrow is a feast to the Lord. 
And they rose up early on the morrow, and 
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and 
to drink, and rose up to play. 
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PASSING ON THE REVELATION TO THE PRESENT AGE 

One of the first hooks to be printed was the Bible^ and there is no finer testimony to the 
perpetual value of the Divine Revelation than the constant stream of new editions which 

has issued from the printing presses from that day to this* 


And the Lord said xinto Moses^ Whosoever 
hath sinned against me^ him will I blot out 
of my book. Therefore now gO;, lead the 
people unto the place of which I have spoken 
unto thee : behold, mine Angel shall go before 
thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I 
will visit their sin upon them. And the Lord 
plagued the people, because they made the 
calf, which Aaron made. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, 
and go up hence, thou and the people which 
thou hast brought up out of the land of 
Kgypt^ unto the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 


Unto thy seed will I give it : and I will send 
an angel before thee; and I will drive out 
the Canaanite, the Amorite, and die Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebu- 
site : unto a land flowing with milk and honey : 
for I wiU not go up in the midst of thee; for 
thou art a stiffnecked people; lest I consume 
thee in the way. 

And when the people heard these evil 
tidings, they mourned: and no man did put 
on him his ornaments. For the Lord had 
said unto Moses, Say unto the children of 
Israel, Ye are a stifeecked people; I will 
come up into the midst of thee in a moment. 
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and consume thee ; therefore now put off thy 
ornaments from thee, that I may know what 
to do unto thee. And the children of Israel 
stripped themselves of their ornaments by 
the mount Horeb. 

The Tabernacle of God 
And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched 
it without the camp, afar off from the camp, 
and called it the Tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. And it came to pass, that every one 
which sought the Lord went out unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation, wliich was 
without the camp. And it came to pass, 
when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, 
that all the people rose up, and stood every 
man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, 
until he was gone into the tabernacle. And 
it came to pass, as Moses entered into the 
tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and 
Stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the 
Lord talked with Moses. And all the people 
saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle 
door; and all the people rose up and wor- 
shipped, every man in his tent door. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a 
man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned 
again into the camp : but his servant Joshua, 
the son of Nun, a young man, departed not 
out of the tabernacle. 

The Presence of God 
And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou 


The Glory of God 

And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do 
this thing also that thou hast spoken: for 
thou hast found grace in my sight, and I 
know thee by name. And he said, I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory. And he said, I will 
make aU my goodness pass before thee, and 
I will proclaim the name of the Lord before 
thee 5 and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I 
will shew mercy. And he said. Thou canst 
not see my face : for there shall no man see 
me, and live. And the Lord said. Behold, 
there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: and it shall come to pass, while 
my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a 
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my 
hand while I pass by: and I will take away 
mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts 
but my face shall not be seen. 

The Goodness of God 

And the Lord said iinto Moses, Hew thee 
two tables of stone like unto die first: and 
I will write upon these tables the words that 
were in the first tables, wliich thou brakest. 
And be ready in the morning, and come up 
in the morning unto mount Sinai, and pre- 
sent thyself there to me in the top of the 
mount. And no man shall come up with 
thee, neither let any man be seen through- 
out aU the mount; neither let the flocks nor 
herds feed before that mount. 

And he hewed two tables of stone like 



SANCTUARY OF THE ALL-REVEALING GOD 

building and furnishing the tabernacle 

CHAPTERS 35, i— 40, 38 
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tu builders at work, and the quality of their workmanship. 




kND Moses gathered all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel to- 
gether, and said unto them^ These 
^ ^ qrf> the words which the Lord hath 

commanded, that ye should do them. Six 
days shall work be done^ but on the sevenm 
day there shaU be to you an holy day, a sab- 
bath of rest to the Lord: whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to death. Ye shall 
kindle no fire throughout your habitations 
upon the sabbath day. 

And M-oses spake unto all the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel, saying, This is 
the thing which the Lord commanded, say- 
ing, Take ye from among you an offering 
unto the Lord : whosoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the 
Lord 5 gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and 
goats’ hair, and rams’ skins dyed red, and 
badgers’ skins, and shittim wood, and oil for 
the light, and spices for anointing oil, and 
for the sweet incense, and onyx stones, and 
stones to be set for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate. 

And every wise hearted among you snail 
come, and make all that the Lord hath com- 
manded; the tabernacle, his tent, and his 
covering, his taches, and his boards, his bars, 
his pillars, and his sockets, the ark, and the 
staves thereof, with the mercy seat, and the 
vail of the covering, the table, and his staves, 
and aU his vessels, and the shewbread, the 
candlestick also for the light, and his furni- 
ture, and his lamps, with the oil for the light, 
and the incense altar, and his staves, and the 
anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the 
hanging for the door at the entering in of 
the tabernacle, the altar of burnt offering, 
with his brasen grate, his staves, and all his 
vessels, the layer and his foot, the hangings 
of the court, his pillars, and their sockets, 
and the hanging for the door of the court. 


the pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the 
court, and their cords, the cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, the holy gar- 
ments for Aaron the priest, and the garn^nts 
of his sons, to minister in the priest’s office. 


The Great Offertory 
And aU the congregation of the children of 
Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 
And they came, every one whose heart stirred 
liim up, and every one whom his spirit made 
willing, and they brought the Lord’s offermg 
to the work of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and for all his service, and for the 
holy garments. And they came, both m^n 
and women, as many as were willing hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and earrings, and 
rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and 
every man that offered offered an offering of 
gold nnto the Lord. And every man, with 
whom was found blue, and purple, and scar- 
let, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, and red 
skins of rams, and badgers’ skins, brought 
them. Every one that did offer an offering 
of silver and brass brought the Lord’s offer- 
ing: and every man, with whom was foimd 
shittim wood for any work of the service, 
brought it. And all the women that were 
wise hearted did spin with their hands, and. 
brought that which they had spun, both of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of 
fine linen. And all the women whose^heart 
stirred them up in wisdom spun goats’ hair. 
And the rulers brought onyx stones, and 
stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate; and spice, and oil for the light, 
and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense. The children of Israel brought a 
willing offering unto the Lord, every man 
and woman, whose heart made them willing 
to bring for all manner of work, which the 
Lord had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses. 
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Go(rs Workmen 

And Moses said unto the children of Is- 
rael, See^ the Lord hath called by name 
Bezaleel the son of Uri^ the son of Hnta of 
the tribe of Judah; and he hath filled him 
with the spirit of God^ in wisdom^ in under- 
standings and in knowledges and in all manner 
of workmanship ; and to devise curious workss 
to work in golds and in silvers and in brasSs 
and in the cutting of stoness to set thems and 
in carving of woods to make any manner of 
cunning work. And he hath put in his heart 
that he may teachs both hcs and Aholiab, the 
son of Ahisamachs of the tribe of Dan. Them 
hath he filled with wisdom of hearts to work 
all manner of works of the engravers and 
of the cunning workmans and of the em- 
broiderers in blues and in purples in scarlets 
and in fine linens and of the weavers even of 
them that do any works and of those that 
devise cunning work. Then wrought Beza- 
leei and Aholiabs and every wise hearted mans 
in whom the Lord put wisdom and under- 
standing to know how to work all manner of 
work for the service of the sanctuarys accord- 
ing to all that the Lord had commanded. 

And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiabs 
and every wise hearted mans in whose heart 
the Lord had put wisdoms even every one 
whose heart stirred him up to come unto the 
work to do it: and they received of Moses 
all the offerings which die children of Israel 
had brought for the work of the service of 
the sanctuarys to make it withal. And they 
brought yet tmto him free offerings every 
morning. And all the wise mens that wrought 
all the work of the sanctuarys came every 
man from his work which they made. 

More than Enough 

And they spake unto MoseSs sayings The 
people bring much more than enough for 
the service of the works which the Lord 
commanded to make. And Moses gave com- 
mandments and they caused it to be pro- 
claimed throughout the camps sayings Let 
neither man nor woman make any more work 
for the offering of the sanctuary. So the 
people were restrained from bringing. For 
the stuff they had was sufficient for all the 
work to make its too much. 

The Tent of Meeting 

And every wise hearted man among them 
that wrought the work of the tabernacle made 
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ten curtains of fine twined linens and blues 
and purples and scarlet: with cherubims of 
cunning work made he them. The length of 
one curtain was twenty and eight cubitSs and 
the breadth of one curtain four cubits : the 
curtains were all of one size. And he coupled 
the five curtains one unto another: and the 
other five curtains he coupled one unto an- 
other. And he made loops of blue on the 
edge of one curtain from the selvedge in the 
coupling : likewise he made in the uttermost 
side of another curtains in the coupling of 
the second. Fifty loops made he in one cur- 
tains and fifty loops made he in the edge of 
the curtain which was in the coupling of the 
second : the loops held one curtain to anotlrer. 
And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled 
the curtains one unto another with the taches : 
so it became one tabernacle. 

And he made curtains of goats’ hair for 
the tent over the tabernacle: eleven curtains 
he made them. The length of one curtain 
was thirty cubitSs and four cubits was the 
breadth of one curtain: the eleven curtains 
were of one size. And he coupled five cur- 
tains by themselvess and six curtains by 
themselves. And he made fifty loops upon 
the uttermost edge of the curtain in the 
couplings and fifty loops made he upon the 
edge of the curtain which coupleth the second. 
And he made fifty taches of brass to couple 
the tent together, that it might be one. And 
he made a covering for the tent of rams’ skins 
dyed red, and a covering of badgers’ skins 
above that. 


1 






Its Framework 

And he made boards for the tabernacle 
of shittim wood, standing up. The length of 
a board was ten cubits, and the breadth of 
a board one cubit and a half. One board had 
two tenons, equally distant one from another : 
thus did he make for all the boards of the 
tabernacle. And he made boards for the 
tabernaclel twenty boards for the south side 
southward: and forty sockets of silver he 
made under the twenty boards ; two sockets 
under one board for his two tenons, and two 
sockets under another board for his two 
tenons. And for the other side of the taber- 
nacle, which is toward the north corner, he 
made twenty boards, and their forty sockets 
of silver; two sockets under one board, and 
two sockets under another board. And for 
the sides of the tabernacle westward he made 
six boards. And two boards made he for the 
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EXODUS 36 , 28 

comers of the tabernacle in the two sides. 
And they were coupled beneath^ and coupled 
together at the head thereof, to one ring : thus 
he did to both of them in both the comers. 
And there were eight boards 5 and their sockets 
were sixteen sockets of silver, under every 
board two sockets. 

And he made bars of shittim wood; five 
for the boards of the one side of the taber- 
nacle, and five bars for the boards of the 
other side of the tabernacle:^ and five bars for 
the boards of the tabernacle for the sides 
westward. And he made the middle bar to 
shoot through the boards from the one end 
to the other. And he overlaid the boards 
with gold, and made their rings of gold to 
be places for the bars, and overlaid the bars 
with gold. 

Its Screen 

And he made a vail of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen: with 
cherubims made he it of cunning work. And 
he made thereunto four pillars of shittim 
wood, and overlaid them with gold: their 
hooks were of gold i and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver. And he made an hanging 
for the tabernacle door of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen, of needle- 
work; and the five pillars of it with their 
hooks : and he overlaid their chapiters and 
their fillets with gold: but their five sockets 
were of brass. 

The Ark 

And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim 
wood : two cubits and a half was the length 
of it, and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, 
and a cubit and a half the height of it : and 
he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
without, and made a crown of gold to it 
round about. And he cast for it four rinp 
of gold, to be set by the four corners of it; 
even two rings upon the one side of it, and 
two rings upon the other side of it. And he 
made staves of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold. And he put the staves into 
the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear 
the ark. 


The Mercy Seat 

And he made the mercy seat of pure gold : 
two cubits and a half was the length thereof, 
and one cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 
And he made two chembims of gold, beaten 
out of one piece made he them, on the two 
ends of the mercy seat; one cherub on the 
end on this side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side : out of the mercy seat 
made he the chembims on the two ends 
thereof. And the cherubims spread out their 
wings on high, and covered with their wings 
over the mercy seat, with their faces one to 
another; even to the mercy seatward were 
the faces of the cherubims. 

The Table 

And he made the table of shittim wood 
two cubits was the length thereof, and a cubit 
the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half 
the height thereof: and he overlaid it with 
pure gold, and made thereunto a crown of 
gold round about. Also he made thereunto 
aborder of an handbreadth round about; and 
made a crown of gold for the border thereof 
roimd about. And he cast for it four rings 
of gold, and put the rings upon the four 
corners that were in the four feet thereof. 
Over against the border were the rings, the 
places for the staves to bear the table. And 
he made the staves of shittim wood, and 
overlaid them with gold, to bear the table. 
And he made the vessels which were upon 
the table, his dishes, and his spoons, and Ms 
bowls, and Ms covers to cover withal, of pure 
gold. 

The Candlestick 

And he made the candlestick of pure gold : 
of beaten work made he the candlestick; his 
shaft, and Ms branch, Ms bowls, Ms knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same: and six 
branches going out of the sides thereof; three 
branches of tlie candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches of the candle- 
stick out of the other side thereof : three bowls 
made after the fashion of almonds in one 
branch, a knop and a flower ; and three bowls 
made like almonds in another branch, a knop 


^ On this Table of Shew-bread-bread set out or exhibited-stood die golden dishes which held the dat 
cakes of bread made each week for the offering, with the flagons and chahces for the wine. Its place xs taken 
in the Ghrislian Church by the Holy Table. . , ^ 

^ These spoons or pans were for holding the frankincense, and were placed, one on each of Ae too piles 
of bread. AU the gifts on this Table were in the nature of a contoal Aank-offering to God for His daily 

bounty, and an acknowledgement that they were to be used in His service. 
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EVERY NEW CATHEDRAL RETELLS THIS SACRED STORY 

The Cathedrals we are btdldkig now show how the Tent Sanctuary has been enriched 
by the ages. Originally the Tabernacle must have been little more than a tent set apart 
for waiting upon God, but U set the pattern of the House of God for all time. 


and a flower : so liw^oughouttiie six br^ches 
going out of the candlestick. And in the 
candlestick were four bowls made like al- 
monds^ his knops^ and his flowers: and a 
knop under two branches of the same^ and 
a knop under two branches of the sainej and 
a knop under two branches of the same, ac- 


cording to the six branches going out of it. 
Their knops and their branches were of the 
same: all of it was one beaten work of pure 
gold. And he made his seven lamps, and his 
snuffers, and his snuffdishes, of pure gold. 
Of a talent of pure gold made he it, and au 
the vessels thereof. 





EXODUS 37, 25 

The Altar of Incense 

And he made the incense altar of shittim 
wood : the length of it was a cubit/ and the 
breadth of it a cubits it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the horns 
thereof were of the same. And he overlaid 
it with pure gold, both the top of it, and the 
sides thereof round about, and the horns of 
it: also he made unto it a crown of gold 
round about. And he made two rings of 
gold for it under the crown thereof, by the 
two corners of it, upon the two sides thereof, 
to be places for the staves to bear it withal. 
And he made the staves of shittim wood, and 
overlaid them with gold. 

And he made the holy anointing oil, and 
the pure incense of sweet spices, according to 
the work of the apothecary. 

The Altar of Burnt Offering 

And he made the altar of burnt offering of 
shittim wood: five cubits was the length 
thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; 
it was foursquare ; and three cubits the height 
thereof. And he made the horns thereof on 
the four corners of it ; the horns thereof were 
of the same: and he overlaid it with brass. 
And he made all the vessels of the altar, the 
pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and 
the fleshhooks, and the firepans: ail the ves- 
sels thereof made he of brass. And he made 
for the altar a brasen grate of network under 
the compass thereof beneath unto the midst 
of it. And he cast four rings for the four 
ends of the grate of brass, to be places for the 
staves. And he made the staves of shittim 
wood, and overlaid them with brass. And he 
put the staves into the rings on the sides of 
the altar, to bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards. 

The Laver 

And he made the laver of brass, and the 
foot of it of brass, of the lookingglasses^ of 
the women assembling, wliich assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

The Outer Court 

And he made the court : on the south side 
southward the hangings of the court were of 
fine twined linen, an hundred cubits: Their 
pillars were twenty, and their brasen sockets 
twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their 

^ At the entrance to some of the heathen temples it 
the women who were taking part in the pagan services. Ii 


fillets were of silver. And for the north side 
the hangings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sockets of brass 
twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their 
fillets of silver. And for the west side were 
hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and 
their sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars and 
their fiUets of silver. And for the east side 
eastward fifty cubits. The hangings of the 
one side of the gate were fifteen cubits; their 
pillars three, and their sockets three. And 
for the other side of the court gate, on this 
hand and that hand, were hangings of fifteen 
cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets 
three. All the hangings of the court round 
about were of fine twined linen. And the 
sockets for the pillars were of brass ; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their chapiters of silver; 
and all the pillars of the court were filleted 
with silver. And the hanging for the gate 
of the court was needlework, of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen: 
and twenty cubits was the length, and the 
height in the breadth was five cubits, answer- 
able to the hangings of the court. And their 
pillars were four, and their sockets of brass 
four; their hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets of silver. 
And all the pins of the tabernacle, and of the 
court rotmd about, were of brass. 

Gold and Silver Work 

This is the sum of the tabernacle, even of 
the tabernacle of testimony, as it was counted, 
according to the commandment of Moses, 
for the service of the Levites, by the hand 
of Ithamar, son to Aaron the priest. And 
Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah, made all that the toED 
commanded Moses. And with him was 
Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, 
and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, 
and in scarlet, and fine linen. 

Ail the gold that was occupied for the work 
in all the work of the holy place, even the 
gold of the offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and thirty shekels, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary. And the 
silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation was an himdred talents, and 
a thousand seven hundred and threescore 
and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the 

was customary to liave mirrors of burnished brass for 

1 the tabernacle these idolatrous practices are abolished. 
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EXODUS 39, 26 

a bell and a pomegranate, round about the 
hem of the robe to minister in; as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

And they made coats of fine linen of woven 
work for Aaron, and for his sons, and a mitre 
of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine linen, 
and linen breeches of fine twined linen, and 
a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, of needlework; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

The Holy Crown 

And they made the plate of the holy crown 
of pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, like 
to the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD.^ And they tied unto it a 
lace of blue, to fasten it on high upon the 
mitre; as the Lord commanded Moses* 

The Gifts Assembled 

Thus was ail the work of the tabernacle 
of the tent of tlie congregation finished : and 
tlie children of Israel did according to aU that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. 

And they brought the tabernacle unto 
Moses, the tent, and all his fumimre, his 
taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars, 
and his sockets, and the covering of rams’ 
skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers’ 
skins, and the vail of the covering, the ark 
of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and 
the mercy seat, the table, and all the vessels 
thereof, and the shewbread, the pure candle- 
stick, with the lamps thereof, even with the 
lamps to be set in order, and all the vessels 
thereof, and the oil for light, and the golden 
altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet 
incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle 
door, the brasen altar, and his grate of brass, 
his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and 
his foot, the hangings of the court, his pillars, 
and his sockets, and the hanging for the court 
gate, his cords, and his pins, and all the 
vessels of the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation, the cloths of 
service to do service in the holy place, and 
the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in the priest’s 
office. According to all that the Lord com- 
manded Moses, so the children of Israel 
made all the work. And Moses did look upon 
all the work, and, behold, tliey had done it 


as the Lord had commanded, even so had 
they done it : and Moses blessed them. 

Final Directions 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
On the first day of the first month shaft thou 
set up the tabernacle of the tent of the con- 
gregation. And thou shalt put therein the 
ark of the testimony, and cover the ark with 
the vail. And thou shalt bring in the table, 
and set in order the things that are to be set 
in order upon it; and thou shalt bring in the 
candlestick, and light the lamps thereof. 
And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the 
incense before the ark of tlie testimony, and 
put the hanging of the door to the taber- 
nacle. And thou shalt set the altar of the 
burnt offering before the door of the taber- 
nacle of the tent of the congregation. And 
thou shalt set the laver between the tent of 
the congregation and the altar, and shalt put 
water therein. And thou shalt set up the 
court round about, and hang up the hanging 
at the court gate. And thou shalt take the 
anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and 
all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy. 
And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt 
offering, and all his vessels, and sanctify the 
altar: and it shall be an altar most holy. And 
thou shalt anoint the laver and his foot, and 
sanctify it. And thou shalt bring Aaron and 
his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and wash them with water. 
And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy 
garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; 
that he may minister unto me in the priest’s 
office. And thou shalt bring his sons, and 
clothe them with coats : and thou shalt anoint 
them, as thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the priest’s 
office: for their anointing shall surely be 
an everlasting priesthood throughout their 
generations. Thus did Moses: according to 
all that the Lord commanded him, so did he. 

The Tent Erected 

And it came to pass in the first month in 
the second year, on the first day of the month, 
that the tabernacle was reared up. And 
Moses reared up the tabernacle, and fastened 
Ms sockets, and set up the boards thereof. 


^ The great words reveal the purpose and promise of God for the new humanity which, beginning with 
Israel, He has set out to create. Until we discover what the call means, for a Divine Call it is, and see it not 
as an end m itself but as an initial step, a preparation for new creative work with, and service for, God, we 
shall never enter into the glorious inheritance wliich God has prepared for mankind. 
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LEVITICUS 

THE MIRROR OF A GREAT MOVEMENT REFLECTING 
THE GLORY OF THE CATHEDRAL AGE OF ANTIQUITY 


LdCvtitcui 

memoria 
are not s\ 
of a Ic 
desert. 1 
the Sacr 
tide of ti 

Unles 
doim 
must tut 
with the 
trumpeti 
great mi 
own re It. 


f stands in the Pentateuch like a Cathedral in the Fenlands, a magnificent 
I to God hut so elaborate that it seems to he out of place in such a setting. We 
mprised, therefore, to find the book in its present form regarded as the product 
r age, when religion had developed a richer ritual than was possible irt the 
^ut there was good reason for placing it where it now stands. At this point in 
ed Story, wonder turns to worship. The bud bursts into bloom. The sprir^- 
'te spirit is at hand. A new experience, exultant and creative, is beginning to 
hearts of men and carry them to lofty heights of vision and achievement. 
s we translate the Book of Leviticus into life and action and really see the people 
lat is commanded it will never he anything more to ns than a dead letter. We 
n the laws into deeds. We must see the worshipper making his way to the altar 
■. best of Us herd as a gif t to Us God. We must hear the call of the silver 
s proclaiming a jubilee. Only so can we catch the spint and meaning of this 
ovement to give worship its place in life. As directions for the conduct of our 
Igious devotions the rules and regulations given here are of little value, but as 
ions of living scenes in a creative period of human progress they are vastly 
iting. To a world which has largely lost the sense of worship they are a 
’jng call. 

book opens, as we would expect, with an outburst of devotion. This was the 
we note of the Burnt or Whole Offering. In it the worshipper sought no blessing 
self. His sole desire was to delight and honour God. The best he had, he gave, 
make the gif t absolute and irretrievable he waited at the altar until he saw it 
ed by the sacred flames. It was an act of the purest and most exalted worship, 
dy deserved to be known as The Splendour Offering. 


Ai 


THE BURNT OFFERING 

^ND the Lokd called unto Moses, and 
spake unto him out of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, saying, 

wSpeak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them. If any man of you bring 
an offering unto the Lord, ye shall bring 
your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, 
and of the flock. 

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the 
herd, let him offer a male without blemish: 
he sViall offer it of his own voluntary will at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion before the Lord. And he shall put his 
fianH upon the head of the burnt offering; 


Leviticus 1, i-i? 

and it shall be accepted for him to make 
atonement for him. And he shall kill the 
bullock before the Lord: and the priests, 
Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood, and 
sprinkle the blood round about upon the 
altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. And he shall flay the burnt 
offering, and cut it into his pieces. And the 
sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon 
the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the 
fire: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay 
the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon ' 
the wood that is on the fire which is upon the 
altar: but his inwards and his legs shall he 




ALL NATIONS SHALL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE THEE 
In different temples we may hneel and with differing voices pray, hut U is to the seme 
Lord, the only King of Glory, we lift up our hearts in adoration and worship. 


wash in water: and the priest shall bum all 
on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offer- 
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord. 


And if his offering be of tlie flocks, namely, 
of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt 
sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without 
blemish. And he shall kill it on the side of 
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THE MEAL OFFERING 
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LEVITICUS i, II 

the altat northward before the Lord : and the 
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood 
round about upon the altar r And he shall 
cut it into his pieces, with his head and his 
fat : and the priest shall lay them in order on 
the wood that is on the fire which is upon the 
altar: but he shall wash the inwards and the 
legs with water : and the priest shall bring it 
all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt 
sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord* 

And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering 
to the Lord be of fowls, then he shall bring 


his offering of turtledoves, or of young 
pigeons. And the priest shall bring it unto 
the altar, and wring off his head, and burn 
it on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be 
wrung out at the side of the altar: and he 
shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, 
and cast it beside the altar on the east part, 
by the place of the ashes : and he shall cleave 
it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide 
it asunder and the priests shall burn it upon 
the altar, upon the wood that is upon the 
fire : it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord. 


Leviticus 2 , 


Side by side with the Splendour Offering is the simplest^ homeliest offmng ima^nahle- 
just /few cakes made from coarse meal It seems hardly possible that so modest a pft 
should he given such prominence, and we can well understand how, in the course of turn, 
this Meal {not Meat) Offering was linked up with one or other of the more imposing 
animal sacrifices as its suitable accompaniment, in the way that we 
But here it stands alone as an independent offering, and upon it falls the fire tg f 
the altar and the hearth. In this glow its glory increases, for ihese 
cakes lift the lowliest work at the fireside to the level of the dtar, and hallm for e 
the daily labour of human hands as an acceptable offering to God. So worship opens, in 
this ancient hook, with two great offerings — life and labour. 

i ND when any will offer a meat^ offering 
unto the Lord, his offering shall 
be of fine flour; and he shall pour 
_xoil upon it, and put frankincense 
thereon: and he shall bring it to Aaron’s 
sons the priests : and he shall take thereout 
his handful of the flour thereof, and of the 
oil thereof, with all the feankincense thereof; 
and the priest shall bum the memorial^ of it 
upon the altar, to be an offering made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto theXoRD: and 
the remnant of die meat offering shall be 
Aaron’s and his sons’ : it is a thing most holy 
of the offerings of the Lord imde by fire. 

And if thou bring an oblation of a meat 
offering baken in the oven, it shall be un- 
leavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, 
or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.'* 

And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken 
in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, 
mingled with oil. Thou shalt part it in 
pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat 


offering. And if thy oblation be a meat 
offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be 
made of fine flour with oil. And thou shalt 
bring the meat offering that is made of these 
things unto the Lord; and when it is pre- 
sented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto 
the altar. And the priest shall take from the 
meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall 
burn it upon the altar : it is an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord. 
And that which is left of the meat offering 
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’: it is a thing 
most holy of the offerings of the Lord made 
by fire. No meat offering, which ye shall 
bring unto the Lord, shall be made witlr 
leaven: for ye shall bum no leaven, nor any 
honey, in any offermg of the Lord made by 

fire. ^ . 

As for the oblation of the firstfruxts, ye 
shall offer them unto the Lord: but they 
shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet 
savour. And every oblation of thy meat 




LEVITICUS 3, 14 

made by fire imto the Lord; the fat that 
covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is 
upon the inwards, and the two kidneys, and 
tlie fat that is upon them, which is by the 
flanks, and the caul above the liver, with 
the kidneys, it shall he take away. And the 


priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is 
the food of the offering made by fire for a 
sweet savour: all the fat is the Lord’s. It 
shall be a perpetual statute for your genera- 
tions throughout all your dwellings, that ye 
eat neither fat nor blood.’^ 


THE SIN OFFERING 


Leviticus 4, 1—5, 13 


No system of religion would he complete that did not make provision for the weakness 
and wickedness of human nature^ The experience which calls for the Sin and Trespass 
Offerings is common to all humanity. In turn we find ourselves^ first with one group of 
offenders and then another; often^ like them^ breaking the sacred laws without any 
intention of doing $0^ and not realizing any breach has been committed untile at some 
later date^ life brings it home to us. 

Offences^ we all know 3 are many and varied^ but they fall naturally into two welh 
defined groups — those that spring from want of thought 3 (md those that come from want 
of heart. On broad lines this is the grouping which is covered by these two sacrifices. 
The Sin Offering is not for those^ who^ out of an evil hearty pursue wickedness^ hut for 
those who have fallen into wrongdoing because they have been slack and careless. It is 
for those who 3 if they think at aff think lightly about what they are doing. They are 
more unmoral than immoral^ and care little for the proprieties of behaviour; frequently 
forgetting to do what is required of them^ or doing it hastily and indifferently. Such 
casual attention to lifers common duties is not worthy of the children of God. 


M ND the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
/% ing. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin 
A. A. through ignorance against any of 
the commandments of the Lord concerning 
things which ought not to be done, and shall 
do against any of them; 

Breaches of Ritual 

If the priest that is anointed do sin ac- 
cording to the sin of the people; then let him 
bring for his sin, which he Imth sinned, a 
young bullock without blemish unto the 
Lord for a sin offering. And he shall bring 
the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation before the Lord; and 
shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, 
and kill the bullock before the Lord. And 
the priest that is anointed shall take of the 
bullock’s blood, and bring it to the tabernacle 
of the congregation : and the priest shall dip 
his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the 


blood seven times before the Lord, before 
the vail of the sanctuary. And the priest shall 
put some of the blood upon the horns of the 
altar of sweet incense before the Lord, which 
is m the tabernacle of the congregation; and 
shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the 
bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, 
which is at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And he shall take off from It 
all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; 
the fat that covereth the inwards, and ah the 
fat that is upon the inwards, and the two 
kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which 
is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, 
with the kidneys, it shall he take away, as it 
was taken off from the bullock of the sacri- 
fice of peace offerings: and the priest shall 
burn them upon the altar of the burnt offer- 
ing. And the skin of the bullock, and all his 
flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and 
his inwards, and his dung, even the whole 
bullock shall he carry forth without the 


* Fat was a delicacy — the food of the gods. Blood was sacred, too dangerous to be tasted by men. Flesh 
did not form part of the regular diet of the people. It was reserved for feasts, and at one time only 
feasts. Although there is no reference in the verses to the people partaking of the meal but only to 
God*s share of it, the law demanded that all the flesh wliich had been consecrated should be consumed the 
same day. Gp. Lev. 7, 15. 


camp mto a clean place^ where the ashes are 
poured outj and burn him on the wood with 
fire : where the ashes are poured out shall he 
be burnt. 

Common Mistakes 

And if the whole congregation of Israel 
sin through ignorance;^ and the thing be hid 
from the eyes of the assembly, and they have 
done somewhat against any of the command- 
ments of tlie Lord concerning things which 
should not be done, and are guilty; when 
the sin, which they have sinned against it, is 
known, then the congregation shall offer a 
young bullock for the sin, and bring him 
before the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And the elders of the congregation shall lay 
their hands upon the head of the bullock 
before the Lord: and the bullock shall be 
killed before the Lord. And the priest that 
is anointed shall bring of the bullock’s blood 
to the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
the priest shall dip his finger in some of the 
blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the 
Lord, even before the vail. And he shall put 
some of the blood upon the horns of the 
altar which is before the Lord, that is in 
tlie tabernacle of the congregation, and shall 
pour out all the blood at the bottom of the 
altar of the burnt offering, which is at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And he shall take all his fat from him, and 
burn it upon the altar. And he shall do with 
the bullock as he did with the bullock for 
a sin offering, so shall he do with this : 
and the priest shall make an atonement 
for them, and it shall be forgiven them. 
And he shall carry forth the bullock without 
the camp, and burn him as he burned the 
first bullock: it is a sin offering for the con- 
gregation. 

Defaults of a Leader 

When a ruler hath sinned, and done some- 
what through ignorance against any of the 
commandments of the Lord his God con- 
cerning things which should not be done, 
and is guilty; or if his sin, wherein he hath 
sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall 


LEVITICUS 4, 35 

bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a male 
without blemish: and he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the 
place where they kill the burnt offering 
before the Lord : it is a sin offering. And 
the priest shall take of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger, and put it upon the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall 
pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar 
of burnt offering.^ And he shall burn all his 
fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice 
of peace offerings: and the priest shall make 
an atonement for him as concerning his sin, 
and it shall be forgiven him. 

Individual Offences 

And if any one of the common people sin 
through ignorance, while he doeth some- 
what against any of the commandments of 
the Lord concerning things which ought not 
to be done, and be guilty ^ or if his sin, which 
he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: then 
he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, 
a female without blemish, for his sin which 
he hath sinned. And he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of the sin offering, and slay 
the sin offering in the place of the burnt 
offering. And the priest shall take of the 
blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon 
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and 
shall pour out all the blood thereof at the 
bottom of the altar. And he shall take away 
all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away 
from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and 
the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a 
sweet savour unto the Lord; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him, and it shall 
be forgiven him. And if he bring a lamb for 
a sin offering, he shall bring it a female with- 
out blemish. And he shall lay his hand upon 
the head of the sin offering, and slay it for 
a sin offering in the place where they kill the 
burnt offering. And the priest shall take of 
the blood of the sin offering with his finger, 
and put it upon the horns of the altar of 
burnt offering, and shall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar: 
and he shall take away all the fat thereof, as 
the fat of the Iamb is taken away from the 
sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the 



* In all these offerings importance is attached to the way the blood of the slain animal should be used. 
The character of the offence and the status of the offender appear to have had some influence upon the place 
and manner of the anointing. Its purpose apparently was to restore to the offender the sacred privileges he 
had forfeited by Ms offence. The reasoning behind the ritual is not easy to discover. One thing, however, is 
clear. It was believed that blood, because it carried the life which came from God and was holy, possessed 
mysterious powers. 
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Every road was a way of pilgrimage to the altar. When the local altars were 
abolished and worship was centralized in one place^ the journey sometimes occupied 


priest shall burn them upon the altatj accord- 
ing to the offerings made by fire unto the 
Lord : and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for his sin that he hath committed^ and 
it shall be forgiven him. 


Examples of Negligence 

And if a soul sin,^ and hear the voice of 
swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath, 
seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, 
then he shall bear his iniquity. Or if a soul 
touch any unclean thing, whether it be a 
carcase of an unclean beast, or a carcase of 
unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean 
creeping things, and if it be hidden from 
him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty. 
Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, what- 
soever tincleanness it be that a man shall be 
defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when 
he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty. Or 
if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to 
do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that 
a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it 
be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, 
then he shall be guilty in one of these. And 
it shall be, whenhe shall be guilty in one of 
these things, that he shall confess that he 
hath sinnedin that thing: and he shall bring 
his trespass offering unto the Lord for his sin 
which he hath sinned, a female from the 
flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin 
offering; and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for liim concerning his sin. 


When the Poor Offend 
And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then 
he shall bring for his trespass, wliich he hath 
committed, two turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons, unto the Lord; one for a sin offer- 
ing, and the other for a burnt offering. And 
he shall bring them unto the priest, who 
shall offer that which is for the sin offering 
first, and wring off his head from his neck, 
but shall not divide it asunder: and he shall 
sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon 
the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood 
shall be wrung out at the bottom of the 
altar: it is a sin offering. And he shall offer 
the second for a burnt offering, according to 
the manner:^ and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him for his sin which he hath 
sinned, and it shall be forgiven him. But if 
he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or 
two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall 
bring for his offering the tenth part of an 
ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall 
put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any 
frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering. 
Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the 
priest shall take his handful of it, even a 
memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, 
according to the offerings made by fire unto 
the Lord : it is a sin offering. And the priest 
shall make an atonement for him as touch- 
ing his sin that he hath sinned in one of 
these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the 
remnant shall be the priest’s, as a meat 
offering. 


* In these verses the differences between tlie Sin and Trespass Offerings are not clearly observed. Possibly 
they reflect a period of history when there was only one offering for all offences. 

A Burnt Offering frequently followed a Sin Offering as an expression of gratitude and renewed devotion 
to God. ' ■■ 
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LEVITICUS 7, 33 

offereth the blood of the peace offerings^ and 
the fatj> shall have the right shotilder for his 
part. For the wave breast and the heave 
shoulder^ have I taken of the children of 
Israel from off the sacrifices of their peace 
offerings^ and have given them unto Aaron 
the priest and unto liis sons by a statute for 
ever from among the children of Israel. 

This is the portion of the anointing of 
Aaron^ and of the anointing of his sons^ out 
of the offerings of the Lord made by fire, in 
the day when he presented them to minister 
unto the Lord in the priest’s office ^ which 


the Lord commanded to be given them of 
the children of Israel, in the day that he 
anointed them, by a statute for ever through- 
out their generations. 

This is the law of the burnt offering, of the 
meat offering, and of the sin offering, and of 
the trespass offering, and of the consecra- 
tions, and of the sacrifice of the peace offer- 
ings; which the Lord commanded Moses 
in mount Sinai, in the day that he com- 
manded the children of Israel to offer their 
oblations unto the Lord, in the wilderness 
of Sinai. 


THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRIEST- 
HOOD ARE INVESTED IN A FATHER AND HIS SONS 


LEVITICUS 


CHAPTERS 8, i— 10, 20 


There must he officers in charge of the sacred possessions and services^ but in the exercise 
of their duties they must be more than officials. They must have the spirit of the family 
rather than that of the senate. Those who are entrusted with the tokens of the Great 
Covenant must treasure them with the affection of a son for the seals of his inheritance^ 
and every service they perform must be undertaken as a ministry of fathertike and 
brotherly affection. So a family was appointed and consecrated to this work. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the 
garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock 
for the sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread; and gather thou 
ail the congregation together unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And 
Moses did as the Lord commanded him; and 
the assembly was gathered together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

Moses said unto the congregation, This 
is the thing which the Lord commanded to 
be done. 

And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, 
and washed them with water. And he put 
upon him the coat, and girded him with the 
girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 
putthe ephod=^ upon him, and he girded him 
with the curious girdle of the ephod, and 
bound it unto him therewith. And he put 
the breastplate^ upon him: also he put in the 


breastplate the Urim and the Thummim.^ 
And he put the mitre upon his head; also 
upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did 
he put the golden plate, ^ the holy crown, ^ as 
the Lord commanded Moses. 

And Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was 
therein, and sanctified them* And he 
sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, 
and anointed the altar and all his vessels, 
both the layer and his foot, to sanctify tliem. 
And he poured of the anointing oil upon 
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctity 
him. . And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and 
put coats upon them, and girded them with 
girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

And he brought the bullock for the sin 
offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the bullock for the 
sin offering. And he slew it ; and Moses took 


^ The breast was swung to and fro before tlie altar, symbolizing that it was given to God and received back 
again, before it was handed to the Priest. It was therefore from God, and as God’s guest at the feast, that the 
Priest accepted it. On the other hand, the shoulder or thigh was heaved or lifted from the rest of the offering 
and given direct to the Priest as the guest of the offerer. ^ See p. 93, n. 1 * 

3 A breast pocket, 9 in. square, of the same material as the ephod, with rings at each corner through which 
passed the shoulder-straps and girdle of the apron. It was ornamented with twelve precious stones. 

^ Two stones signifying ‘Y ea* and ‘Nay’, carried in the breastplate pocket, and used after the manner of drawing 
lots, for ascertaining the Divine Will. ^ On this plate tliere was the inscription: *Holy to Jehovah’* 

^ Conferring royal rank upon the High Priest. 
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^ Rock badger. 

^ Or appears to do so from its curious mouth movement, 

3 Perhaps because such creatures, bearing a likeness to serpents, were regarded with horror, 
^ There is uncertainty about the identification of many of the birds in this list. 


M ND the Lord spake unto Moses and 
/ ^ to Aaron^ saying unto them^ Speak 
unto the children of Israels saying, 
.A. A.These are the beasts which ye shall 
eat among all the beasts that are on the earth. 
Whatsoever parteth the hoof, andis cloven- 
footed, and cheweth the cud, among the 
beasts, that shall ye eat. Nevertheless these 
shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or 
of them that divide the hoof: as the camel, 
because he cheweth the cud, but divideth 
not the hoof; he is unclean unto you* And 
the coney, ^ because he cheweth the cud, but 
divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto 
you. And the hare, because he cheweth tlie 
cud/ but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean 
unto you. And the swine, though he divide 
the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth 
not the cud; he is unclean to you. Of their 
flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall 
ye not touch; they are unclean to you. 

These shall ye eat of all that are in the 
waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in 
the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, 
them shall ye eat. And all that have not fins 
and scales in the seas,^ and in the rivers, of all 
that move in the waters, and of any living 
thing which is in the waters, they shall be an 
abomination unto you: they shall be even an 
abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of 
their flesh, but ye shall have their carcases in 
abomination. Whatsoever hath no fins nor 
scales in the waters, that shall be an abomina- 
tion unto you. 


And these are they which ye shall have in 
abomination among the fowls they shall not 
be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, 
and the ossifrage, and the ospray, and the 
vulture, and the kite after his kind; every 
raven after his kind; and tlie owl, and the 
night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk 
after his kind, and the little owl, and tlae 
cormorant, and the great owl, and the swan, 
and the pelican, and the gier eagle, and tlte 
stork, the heron after her kind, and the lap- 
wing, and the bat. All fowls that creep, 
going upon all four, shall be an abomination 
unto you. Yet these may ye eat of every fly- 
ing creeping thing that goeth upon all four, 
which have legs above their feet, to leap 
withal upon the earth; even these of them ye 
may eat; the locust after his kind, and the 
bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after 
his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 
But all other flying creeping things, which 
have four feet, shall be an abomination unto 
you. And for these ye shall be unclean : who- 
soever toucheth the carcase of them shall be 
iinclean until the even. And whosoever 
beareth ought of the carcase of them shall 
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even. The carcases of every beast which 
divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted, 
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: 
every one that toucheth them shall be un- 
clean. And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, 
among all manner of beasts that go on all 
four, those are unclean unto you: whoso 


A COURAGEOUS ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE THE PHYSI- 
CAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF HUMAN LIFE 


LEVITICUS CIMPTERS 11, i— 15, 33 

Before medical science urged the importance of wholesome food, healthy clothes and 
sanitary houses, or pressed for personal cleanliness and the protection of the public from 
disease, religion called attention to these things as matters of serious concern to the 
people of God. The sons and servants of the Lord of Glory were charged to make 
human existence glorious-free from every fault and blemish. 


THE WELFARE OF WORSHIPPERS 


FOOD PRECAUTIONS 


Leviticus 11, 1-47 







A MINISTRY AS SACRED AS THAT WHICH SERVES THE TEMPLE 

If the care of sick and steering humanity is now a social rather than a religious dutyy 
it -was religion which first inspired and instituted this heroic and gracious ministry. 


Examination stay in his place, and spread notj it is a bum- 

The flesh also, in wHch, even in the skin boilj and the priest shall pronounce him 
thereof, was a boil, and is healed^ and in the 
place of the boil there be a white rising, or a 
bright spot, white, and somewhat reddish. Dangerous Symptoms 
and it be shewed to the priest ; and if, when Or if there be any flesh, in the skin whereof 
the priest seeth it, behold, it be in sight lower there is a hot burning, and the quick flesh 
than the skin, and the hair thereof be turned that bumeth have a white bright spot, some* 
white; the priest shall pronounce him un- what reddish, or white; then the priest shall 
clean: it is a plague of leprosy broken out of look upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the 
the boiL But if the priest look on it, and, bright spot be turned wlxite, and it be in 
behold, there be no white hairs therein, and sight deeper than the skin; it is a leprosy 
if it be not lower than the skin, but be some- broken out of the burning: wherefore the 
what dark; then the priest shall shut him up priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the 
seven days: and if it spread much abroad in plague of leprosy. But if the priest look on 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him it, and, behold, there be no white hair in the 
unclean: it is a plague. But if the bright spot bright spot, and it be no lower than the other 
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LEVITICUS 13 , 2 ^ 

skin^ but be somewhat dark^ then the priest 
shall shut him up seven days: and the priest 
shall look upon him the seventh day: and if 
it be spread much abroad in the skin^, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is 
the plague of leprosy. And if the bright spot 
stay in his place^ and spread not in the skin^ 
but it be somewhat dark^ it is a rising of 
the burningj and the priest shall pronounce 
him clean: for it is an inflammation of the 
burning. 

Harmless and Harmful Cases 

If a man or woman have a plague upon the 
head or the beard; then the priest shall see 
the plague: and^ behold^ if it be in sight 
deeper than the skin; and there be in it a 
yellow thin hair; then the priest shall pro- 
nounce him unclean: it is a dry scalb^ even a 
leprosy upon the head or beard. And if the 
priest look on the plague of the scall, and, 
behold, it be not in sight deeper than the 
skin, and that there is no black hair in it; 
then the priest shall shut up him that hath 
the plague of the scall seven days : and in the 
seventh day the priest shall look on the 
plague: and, behold, if the scall spread not, 
and there be in it no yellow hair, and the 
scall be not in sight deeper than the skin; he 
shall be shaven, but the scall shall he not 
shave; and the priest shall shut up him tliat 
hath the scall seven days more : and in the 
seventh day the priest shall look on the scall: 
and, behold, if the scall be not spread in the 
skin, nor be in sight deeper than the skin; 
then the priest shall pronounce him clean: 
and he shall wash liis clothes, and be clean. 
But if the scall spread much in the skin after 
liis cleansing; then the priest shall look on 
him: and, behold, if the scall be spread in 
the skin, the priest shall not seek for yellow 
hair ; he is tmelean. But if the scall be in his 
sight at a stay, and that there is black hair 
grown up therein; the scall is healed, he is 
clean: and the priest shall pronoimce him 
clean. 

Isolation 

If a man also or a woman have in the skin 
of their flesh bright spots, even white bright 
spots; then the priest shall look; and, behold, 
if the bright spots in the skin of their flesh 
be darkish white; it is a freckled spot that 
groweth in the skin; he is clean. And the 
^ Scab. ^ Refers to what has 00 


man whose hair is fallen off his head, he is 
bald; yet is he clean. And he that hath his 
hair fallen off from the part of his head to- 
ward his face, he is forehead bald; yet is he 
clean. And if there be in the bald head, or 
bald forehead, a white reddish sore; it is a 
leprosy sprung up in liis bald head, or his 
bald forehead. Then the priest shall look 
upon it: and, behold, if the rising of the sore 
be white reddish in his bald head, or in his 
bald forehead, as the leprosy appearetli in 
the skin of the flesh; he is a leprous man, he 
is unclean: the priest shall pronounce him 
utterly imclean; his plague is in his head. 
And the leper in whom the plague is, his 
clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and 
he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, 
and shall cry. Unclean, unclean. All the days 
wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be 
defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; 
without the camp shall his habitation be. 

Unhealthy Garments 

The garment also that the plague of 
leprosy is in,^ whether it be a woollen gar- 
ment, or a linen garment; whether it be in 
the warp, or woof; of linen, or of woollen; 
whether in a skin, or in any tiling made of 
skin; and if the plague be greenish or reddish 
in the garment, or in the skin, either in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; 
it is a plague of leprosy, and shall be shewed 
unto the priest: and the priest shall look 
upon the plague, and shut up it that hath 
the plague seven days : and he shall look on 
the plague on the seventh day : if the plague 
be spread in the garment, either in the warp, 
or in the woof, or in a skin, or in any work 
that is made of skin; the plague is a fretting^ 
leprosy; it is unclean. He shall therefore 
burn that garment, whether warp or woof, in 
woollen or in linen, or any thing of skin, 
wherein the plague is: for it is a fretting le- 
prosy; it shall be burnt in the fire. And if the 
priest shall look, and, behold, the plague be 
not spread in the garment, either in the warp, 
or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; then 
the priest shall command that they wash the 
thing wherein the plague is, and he shall shut 
it up seven days more: and the priest shall 
look on the plague, after that it is washed: 
and, behold, if the plague have not changed 
his colour, and the plague be not spread; it 
is unclean ; thou shalt burn it in the fire ; it is 
d out of the sores, 3 Malignant. 






LEVITICUS 14, 23 

gregation^ before the Lord. And the priest 
shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, 
and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave 
them for a wave offering before the Lord: 
and he shall kill the lamb of the trespass 
offering, and the priest shall take some of the 
blood of the trespass offering, and put it upon 
the tip of the right ear of him that is to be 
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right 
hand, and upon the great toe of his right 
foot: and the priest shall pour of the oil into 
the palm of his own left hand: and the priest 
shall sprinkle with his right finger some of 
the oil that is in his left hand seven times 
before the Lord: and the priest shall put of 
the oil that is in his hand upon the tip of the 
right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon 
the great toe of his right foot, upon the place 
of the blood of the trespass offering: and the 
rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he 
shall put upon the head of him that is to be 
cleansed, to make an atonement for him be- 
fore the Lord. And he shall offer the one of 
the turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, 
such as he can get; even such as he is able 
to get, the one for a sin offering, and the 
other for a burnt offering, with the meat 
offering: and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleansed before 
the Loio). This is the law of him in whom 
is the plague of leprosy, whose hand is 
not able to get that which pertaineth to his 
cleansing. 

Unhealthy Homes 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, When ye be come into the 
land of Canaan, which I give to you for a 
possession, and I put the plague of leprosy 
in a house^ of the landof yourpossession; and 
he that owneth the house shall come and tell 
the priest, saying. It seemeth to me there 
is as it were a plague in the house: then 
the priest shall command that they empty the 
house, before the priest go into it to see the 
plague, that all that is in the house be not 
made unclean: and afterward the priest shall 
go in to see the house: and he shall look on 
the plague, and, behold, if the plague be in 
the walls of the house with hollow strakes, 
greenish or reddish, which in sight are lower 
than the walli then the priest shall go out of 
the house to the door of the house, and shut 
up the house seven days: and the priest shall 


come again the seventh day, and shall look; 
and, behold, if the plague be spread in tlie 
walls of the house; then the priest shall com- 
mand that they take away the stones in which 
the plague is, and they shall cast them into 
an unclean place without the city: and he 
shall cause the house to be scraped within 
roxmd about, and they shall pour out the dust 
that they scrape off without the city into an 
unclean place: and they shall take other 
stones, and put them in the place of those 
stones; and he shall take other morter, and 
shall plaister the house. And if the plague 
come again, and break out in the house, after 
that he hath taken away the stones, and after 
he hath scraped the house, and after it is 
plaistered; then the priest shall come and 
look, and, behold, if the plague be spread in 
the house, it is a fretting leprosy in the house : 
it is unclean. And he shall break down the 
house, the stones of it, and the timber there- 
of, and all the morter of the house; and he 
shall carry them forth out of the city into an 
unclean place. Moreover he that goeth into 
the house aU the while that it is shut up shall 
be unclean imtil the even. And he that lieth 
in the house shall wash his clothes; and he 
that eateth in the house shall wash his clothes. 
And if the priest shall come in, and look upon 
it, and, behold, the plague hath not spread 
in the house, after the house was plaistered: 
then the priest shall pronounce the house 
clean, because the plague is healed. And he 
shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and 
cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and he 
shall kill the one of the birds in an earthen 
vessel over running water: and he shall take 
the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the 
scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the slain bird, and in the run- 
ning water, and sprinkle the house seven 
times; and he shall cleanse the house with 
the blood of the bird, and with the running 
water, and with the living bird, and with the 
cedar wood, and with the hyssop, and with 
the scarlet: but he shall let go the living bird 
out of the city into the open fields, and make 
an atonement for the house: and it shall 
be clean. This is the law for all manner 
of plague of leprosy, and scall, and for 
the leprosy of a garment, and of a house, 
and for a rising, and for a scab, and for 
a bright spot: to teach when it is unclean, 
and when it is clean: this is the law of 
leprosy. 


^ Possibly some kind of fungus due to damp. 
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HIGH AND HOLY IS THE LORD, YET HE GRACIOUSLY 
DRAWS NEAR MANKIND TO DELIVER THEM FROM EVIL 


THE HONOUR AND 


GLORY 


OF GOD 


LEVITICUS 


CHAPTER 16 , 1-34 


A first impression of the Day of Atonement gives it the character of an annual renewak 
and fresh start. In spite of all the care taken to keep the Sanctuary and people free 
from every stain of evil there was always the possibility of accidental or unconscious 
contamination. Its white shield might be spotted^ their white garments might he 
soiled:, unbeknown to anyone save God. To make sure:, therefore:, that they were clean 
before Him:, this day at the beginning of each new year was given up to fasting and 
sacrifice. 

But this does not exhaust its meaning. Up to this point our thoughts have been 
directed to man^s relation to God. Now the other side of the truth is presented^ God^s 
relation to man. What an amazing revelation it is! The Eternal God^ whose glory 
overwhelms us^ whose holiness:, sovereignty:, and power overawe usj, is compassionate:, 
forgiving^ and ready to renew His Covenant of Friendship with sin-stained man. There 
is deliverance from the taint and torture of sin. This is the message of the Day as we 
now see it^ no longer dimly apprehended behind symbols:, but as a fact made manifest 
by the One who is Himself the Word of God and the Way to Him. 


M ND the Lord spake unto Moses after 
the death of the two sons of Aaron, 
when they offered before the Lord, 
A.and diedj and the Lord said unto 
Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that 
he come not at all times into the holy place 
within the vaiE before the mercy seat, which 
is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will 
appe^ in the cloud upon the mercy seat.^ 
Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: 
with a young bullock for a sin offering, and 
a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put on 
the holy linen coat, and he shall have the 
linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be 
girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen 
mitre shall he be attired: these are holy gar- 
ments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in 
water, and so put them on. And he shall 
take of the congregation of the children of 
Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, 
and one ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron 
shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, 


which is for himself, and make an atonement 
for himself, and for his house. And he shall 
take the two goats, and present them before 
the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots 
upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord, 
and the other lot for the scapegoat.^ And 
Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the 
Lord^’s lot fell, and offer him for a sin offer- 
ing. But the goat, on which the lot fell to be 
the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before 
the Lord, to make an atonement with him, 
and to let him go for a scapegoat into the 
wilderness. And Aaron shall bring the bul- 
lock of the sin offering, which is for himself, 
and shall make an atonement for himself, 
and for his house, and shall kill the bullock 
of the sin offering which is for himself; and 
he shall take a censer full of burning coals of 
fire from off the altar before the Lord, and 
his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, 
and bring it within the vail; and he shall put 


* The curtain which divided the inner tent into the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. 

^ The Mercy Seat was the golden throne of the invisible God. It was a solid slab of pure gold on the top 
of a sacred chest. At each end, and facing each other, was a winged figure, also of pure gold. 

3 Azazel, see p. 133, n. I. 
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the incense upon the fire before the Lord^ 
that the cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that 
he die not: and he shall take of the blood of 
the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger 
upon the mercy seat eastward; and before 
the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood 
with his finger seven times. 

An Offering for Sin 

Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offer- 
ing, that is for the people, and bring his 
blood within the vail, and do with that blood 
as he did with the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before 
the mercy seat: and he shall make an atone- 
ment for the holy place, because of the 
uncleanness of the children of Israel, and 
because of their transgressions in all their 
sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of 
the congregation, that remaineth among them 
in the midst of their uncleanness. And there 
shall be no man in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation when he goeth in to make an atone- 
ment in the holy place, until he come out, 
and have made an atonement for himself, 
and for his household, and for all the con- 
gregation of Israel, And he shall go out imto 
the altar that is before the Lord, and make 
an atonement for it; and shall take of the 
blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the 
goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar 
round about. And he shall sprinkle of the 
blood upon it with his finger seven times, 
and cleanse it, and hallow it from the un- 
cleanness of the children of Israel. 

Getting Rid of Sin 

And when he hath made an end of recon- 
ciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the altar, he shall 
bring the live goat: and Aaron shall lay both 
his hands upon the head of the live goat,* and 
confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel, and aU their transgressions 
in all their sins, putting them upon the head 
of the goat, and shall send him away by the 
hand of a fit man into the wilderness : and 
the goat shall bear upon him aU their iniqui- 
ties unto a land not inhabited: and he shaU 


LEVITICUS 16, 34 

let go the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron 
shall come into the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and shall put off the linen garments, 
which he put on when he went into the holy 
place, and shall leave them there: and he 
shaU wash his flesh with water in the holy 
place, and put on his garments, and come 
forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the 
burnt offering of the people, and make an 
atonement for himself, and for the people. 
And the fat of the sin offering shall he bum 
upon the altar. And he that let go the goat 
for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come 
into the camp. And the bullock for the sin 
offering, and the goat for the sin offering, 
whose blood was brought in to make atone- 
ment in the holy place, shaU one carry forth 
without the camp ; and they shall burn in the 
fire their skins, and their flesh, and their 
dung. And he that burneth them shaU wash 
his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward he shaU come into the camp. 

Getting Ready for Service 

And this shall be a statute for ever unto 
you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month,^ ye shall afflict your souls,^ 
and do no work at aU, whether it be one of 
your own country, or a stranger that so- 
joumeth among you : for on that day sh^ 
the priest make an atonement for you, to 
cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all 
your sins before the Lord. It shall be a 
sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shaU afflict 
your souls, by a statute for ever. And the 
priest, whom he shaU anoint, and whom he 
shaU consecrate to namister in the priest’s 
office in his father’s stead, shall make the 
atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, 
even the holy garments: and he shall make 
an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he 
shaU make an atonement for the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and for the altar, and he 
shall make an atonement for the priests, and 
for all the people of the congregation. And 
this shaU be an everlasting statute unto you, 
to make an atonement for the children of 
Israel for all their sins once a year. And he 
did as the Lord commanded Moses. 


* The two goats must be taken together as forming one offering. They are both presented to the Lord who, 
in the casting of the lot, determines which shall be slain, and which shall be sent to A2a2el, To the people 
of these times Azazel was the chief of evil spirits and lived in a secret place in the desert Since it was believed 
he was the father of evil, sins belonged to him, and here they are sent back to him. In any case, they are far 
removed from the sinner. 

^ New Year’s Day in the Sacred or Religious Calendar. ^ To fast or abstain from food. 



* It is the difference between slaughtering an animal for food, without any thought of God, and accepting 
the flesh of an animal for food, as a gift from God after it has been offered to and blessed by Him. , 


A PLAN OF ACTION FOR BRINGING LIFE INTO 
LINE WITH THE NEW SPIRIT 


LEVITICUS CHAPTERS 17, i— 22, 33 

We must not lose sight of the fact that in this book we are dealing with the creation and 
development of a new spirit in the life cf man. It would he a mistake to read the follow- 
ing chapters simply as a code of laws for regulating human life, without having regard 
to the Spirit that inspired them and lies behind them. They are the creation of an 
illuminating experience which the earlier chapters have in a deeply impressive way 
sought to bring to our minds. We cannot give too much weight to this. The movement, 
whatever may have been its later development, grew out of an experience of worship 
and was designed to make that experience in all its elevating, refining, and energizing 
power the possession of all the children of God. It was concerned originally not with 
worship as an institution, though that later phase may have left its mark on the docu- 
ments, but with worship as a creative and re-creative experience. Behind its altars, 
sacrifices, and festivals there was a lively exultant adoration of, affection for, delight 
in, and devotion to the glorious God of the universe and mankind. It was the spirit bom 
of this experience that outlined what we have called the Manifesto with its far-seeing 
and far-reaching measures for the protection and benefit of human life. And if it was 
not set forth in the form now familiar to us the lines of its constitution were then laid 
down. As we read the Manifesto it may be we shall feel we owe something to-day to the 
rules and regulations it first set forth. Would that we could bring to our own day and 
generation the warning against secularism contained in its opening verses. No one must 
go through life (xs though God did not exist, for without a sense of the sacredness of 
life secular things become debasing. 


THE MANIFESTO OF THE MOVEMENT 


the Lord spake xmto Moses, say- 
/% ing, Speak tinto Aaron, and unto 
his sons, and unto all the children 
A Israel, and say unto them^ This is 

the thing which the Lord hath commanded, 
saying. What man soever there be of the 
house of Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, 
or goat, in the camp, or that fcilleth it out of 
the camp, and bringeth it not unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation,* to offer 
an offering unto the Lord before the taber- 
nacle of the Lord; blood shall be imputed 
unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that 
man shall be cut off from among his people: 
to the end that the children of Israel may 
bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the 


open field, even that they may bring them 
unto the Lord, unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, unto the priest, 
and offer them for peace offerings unto the 
Lord. And the priest shall sprinkle the 
blood upon the altar of the Lord at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord. And they shall no more offer their 
sacrifiices unto devils, after whom they have 
gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for 
ever unto them throughout their generations. 

And thou shalt say unto them. Whatsoever 
man there be of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers which so}ourn among you, that 
offereth a burnt offering or sacrifice, and 


Leptheus 17, i-i6 


LIFE MUST NOT BE GODLESS 
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THE WORKADAY WORLD IS COVERED BY THE MANIFESTO 

Religion is for the street as well as for the sanctuary; it deals with commerce as well 
as with communion. Integrity is to trade what incense is to the temple — a sweet 
savour unto the Lord. 




bringeth it not nnto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation^ to offer it unto the 
Lord; even that man shall be cut olf from 
among his people. 

And whatsoever man there be of the house 
of Israeh or of the strangers that so|ourn 
among you, that eateth any manner of blood ; 


I will even set my face against that soul that 
eateth blood, and will cut him off from 
among his people. For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for your 
souls: for it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul.^ Therefore I said 


^ This is one of the key passages to the understanding of the religious thought of the period* 
Much of the perplexity in the minds of Christian people on the power of blood to redeem the soul 
would disappear if they realized how the people^ who used the word in these far-off daysy thought 
of ^ sour* It did not mean to them what it means to ns* Or:^ rathery they explained it dijferently^ 
foTy of course^ they felt as we do^ that there is something in man which is\lt is difficult to find 
a word which will he clear to everybody* What shall we call it?) the vital essence of his hang* 
We frequently speak of it tO’^day as hi$^spirit\ because our present ideas on these matters make 
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LEVITICUS 17, 12 

xmto the children of Israel, No soul of you 
shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger 
that sojourneth among you eat blood. And 
whatsoever man there be of the children of 
Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among 
you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast 
or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour 
out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. 
For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it 
is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto 
the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood 


of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh 
is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it 
shall be cut off. And every soul that eateth 
that which died of itself, or that which 
was torn with beasts, whether it be one 
of your own country, or a stranger, he shall 
both wash his clothes, and bathe himself in 
water, and be unclean imtii the even : then 
shall he be clean. But if he wash them not, 
nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear his 
iniquity. 


HOME LIFE MUST BE ELEVATED 


Leviticus 18 , 1-30 


One of the first problems to be dealt with in any scheme of social reconstruction is the 
relationship between the sexes, 

AND the Lokd spake unto Moses, saying. 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, I am the Lord your God. After 
the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye 
dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings 
of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, 
shall ye not do : neither shall ye walk in their 
ordinances. Ye shall do my judgments, and 
keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am 
the Lord your God. Ye shall therefore keep 
my statutes, and my judgments: which if a 
man do, he shall live in them: I am the Lord. 

None of you shall approach to any that is 
near of kin to him, to uncover their naked- 
ness I am the Lord. The nakedness of thy 
father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt 
thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou 
shalt not tincover her nakedness. The naked- 
ness of thy father 'S wife shalt thou not un- 
cover: it is thy father^s nakedness. The 
nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy 
father, or daughter of thy mother, whether 
she be bom at home, or born abroad,^ even 


their nakedness thou shalt not uncover. The 
nakedness of thy son’s daughter, or of thy 
daughter’s daughter, even their nakedness 
thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine 
own nakedness. The nakedness of thy 
father’s wife’s daughter, begotten of thy 
father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness. Thou shalt not uncover 
the nakedness of thy father’s sister: she is 
thy father’s near kinswoman. Thou shalt not 
uncover the nakedness of thy mother’s sister: 
for she is thy mother’s near kinswoman. 
Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
father’s brother, thou shalt not approach to 
his wife: she is thine aunt. Thou shalt not 
uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in 
law: she is thy son’s wife; thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness. Thou shalt not uncover 
the nakedness of thy brother’s wife: it is thy 
brother’s nakedness. Thou shalt not un- 
cover the nakedness of a woman and her 
daughter, neither shalt thou take her son’s 
daughter, or her daughter’s daughter, to *un- 


this term more suitable to the fact. But in an age when menh ideas were more physical than 
spiritual the soul was naturally assumed to he partly physical especially when it was observed 
that blood was vital to existence, - The life of the flesh is in the blood^ says the text, hi other 
wordsy the souk the mysterious and sacred something we call life or spirit^ is in the blood. It 
comes from God and therefore is holy and potent. To misuse it is highly dangerous^ but to apply 
it properly and reverently is to find it sufficient for all those needs which are beyond all ordinary 
human powers. Since of course it is with sin that blood has its closest connexion it should be 
remembered thah like souk iti the popular mind^ was conceived to be in its nature also partly 
physical or materiak and therefore needed a partly physical remedy. But the remedy had to be 
applied to be efficacious. It did not lie in the shedding of the bloody but in the offering on the altar 
of the soul or life that was in the bloody not in the life surrendered hut in the life dedicated. 
Death makes the life or soul available for an altar offering of atonement. Add to this the con-- 
vtction that God had appointed it so;, and it is easy to understand the emphasis given to blood 
in the Old Testament, The subject exceeds the limits of a brief note, 

* Marriage is forbidden where the relationship named exists. It will be observed that relationship in law 
is on the same level as blood relationship, * In or out of wedlock^ or by a previous marriage. 
















All Naturals Festivals have been enriched by the Divine Revelation 


^ A sheaf of barley. The wheat harvest came later. In a good season the barley ripens in April. 


Firstfruits 

And the Loro spake unto Moses> saying^ 
Speak roto the chilchen of Isra^^^ and say 
unto them. When ye be come into die land 
which I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf 
of the firstfruits of your harvest^ imto the 
priest: and he shall wave the sheaf before the 
Loro, to be accepted for you : on the morrow 
after the sabbath the priest sh^ wave it. 
And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the 
sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first 
year for a burnt offering unto the Loro. 
And the meat offering thereof shall be two 
tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the Loro for a 
sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof 
shall be of wine, the fourth part of an bin. 
And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched 
corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day 
that ye have brought an offering unto your 
God : it shall be a statute for ever throughout 
your generations in all your dwellings. 

Pentecost 

And ye shall count unto you from the 


morrow after the sabbath, from the day that 
ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 
seven sabbaths shall be complete : even unto 
the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall 
ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a hew 
meat offering unto the Loro, Ye shall bring 
out of your habitations two wave loaves of 
two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; 
they shall be baken with leaven ; they are the 
firstfrmts iinto the Loro. And ye shall offer 
with the bread seven lambs without blemish 
of the first year, and one yoxmg bullock, and 
two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering 
unto the Loro, with their meat offering, and 
their drink offerings, even an offering made 
by fire, of sweet savour unto the Loro. Then 
ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering, and two lambs of the first year for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings. And the priest 
shall wave them with the bread of the first- 
fruits for a wave offering before the Loro, 
with the two lambs; they shall be holy to the 
Loro for the priest. And ye. shall proclaim 
on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy 
convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile 
worktherein; it shall beastatutefor ever in all 
your dwellings throughout your generations. 



statute for ever in your generations : ye shall 
celebrate it in the seventh month. Ye shall 
dweh in booths seven days; all that are 
Israelites born shall dwell in booths: that 
your generations may know that I ihade the 


LEVITICUS 24 , 23 

children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Eg37pt : I am 
the Lord your God. And Moses declared 
unto the children of Israel the feasts of the 
Losd. 


DAILY ROUND AND COMMON TASK Lepiticus 24 , 1-23 

Side by side with the red-‘Ietter days stands this word of caution about the easily forgotten 
commonplace duties of everyday. Those connected with the Sanctuary must not be 
neglected^ and in the festive seasons or out of them^ the name of God must never be 
dishonoured^ the rights of man never violated. 


The Holy Lamp 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Command the children of Israel, that they 
bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the 
light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. 
Without the vail of the testimony, in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron 
order it from the evening unto the morning 
before the Lord continually: it shall be a 
statute for ever in your generations. He shall 
order the lamps upon the pture candlestick 
before the Lord continually. 

The Holy Table 

And thou sbalt take fine fiour, and bake 
twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be 
in one cake. And thou sh^t set them in two 
rows, six on a row, upon the pure table 
before the Lord. And thou shalt put pure 
frankincense upon each row, that it may be 
on the bread for a memorial, even an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord. Every sabbath 
he shall set it in order before the Lord con- 
tinually, being taken from the children of 
Israel by an everlasting covenant. And it 
shall be Aaron^s and his sons’; and they shall 
eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy 
unto him of the offerings of the Lord made 
by fire by a perpetual statute. 

The Holy Name 

And the son of an Israelitish woman, 
whose father was an Egyptian, went out 
among the children of Israel: and this son of 
the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel 
strove together in the camp; and the Israel- 
itish woman’s son blasphemed the name of 


the Lord, and cursed. And they brought 
him imto Moses: (and his mother’s name 
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the 
tribe of Dan :) and they put him in ward, that 
the mind of the Lord might be shewed them. 
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Bring forth him that hath cursed without the 
camp; and let all that heard him lay their 
hands upon his head, and let all the congrega- 
tion stone him. And thou shalt speak unto 
the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever 
curseth^ his God shall bear his sin. And he 
that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he 
shall surely be put to death, and all the con- 
gregation shall certainly stone him: as well 
the stranger, as he that is born in the land, 
when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 
shall be put to death- 

The Holy Law 

And he that killeth any man shall surely 
be put to death. And he that killeth a beast 
shall make it good; beast for beast. And if 
a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as 
he hath done, so shall it be done to him;=^ 
breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, 
so shall it be done to him agam. And he that 
killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that 
killeth a man, he shall be put to death. Ye 
shall have one manner of law, as well for the 
stranger, as for one of your own country: for 
I am the Loim your God. 

And Moses spake to the children of Israel, 
that they should bring forth him that had 
cursed out of the camp, and stone him with 
stones. And the children of Israel did as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 


* This explains that the sin was more than the careless use of the Divine Name, though it was an offence 
to use the name of God lightly. 

® In Christ we have a higher law than this code represents. There is, however, tliis much to he said for 
the code as it stands : it did not allow an injured person to exercise unlimited vengeance on the offender. 
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THE YEAR OF SABBATH 


Leviticus 25 , 1-7 


The question which arises in a modern reader^ s mind on this matter is more concerned 
with the worker than the land. What did he do with this year of Sabbath rest ? Since 
it was a Sabbath year ^ the time so released from toil would^ we presume^ be devoted to 
Sabbath interests — the study of the Law^ &c. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses in mount 
Sinai, saying. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say imto them, When ye come 
into the land which I give you, then shall 
the land keep a sabbath xmto the Lord. Six 
years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years 
thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in 
the fruit thereof ; but in the seventh year shall 
be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath 
for the Lord : thou shalt neither sow thy field. 


THE YEAR OF JUBILEE 


nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth 
of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt 
not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine 
undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the 
land. And the sabbath of the land shall be 
meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, 
and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, 
and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee, 
and for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in 
thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat. 


Leviticus 25 , 8-55 


Every fiftieth year an opportunity was to be given to those who had been unfortunate 
to recover their position and their property. The people of God must he in bondage 
to rn man^ and their estates must be free from encumbrances. 

Liberty's Far Cry 


AND thou shalt number seven sabbaths of 
years unto thee, seven times seven years; and 
the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall 
be unto thee forty and nine years. Then 
shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to 
sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, 
in the day of atonement shall ye make the 
trumpet sound throughout aU your land. 
And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
all the inhabitants thereof ; it shall be a jubile 
tmto you; and ye shall return every man 
unto his possession, and ye shall return every 
man unto his family. A jubile shall that 
fiftieth year be unto you; ye shall not sow, 
neither reap that which groweth of itself in 
it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine un- 
dressed. For it is the jubile; it shah be holy 
unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out 
of the field. In the year of this jubile ye shall 
return every man unto his possession. And 
if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or 
buyest ought of thy neighbour’s hand, ye 
shah not oppress one another: according to 
the number of years after the jubile thou 
shalt buy of thy neighbour, and according 
tmto the number of years of the fruits he 
shall seU unto thee: according to the multi- 
tude of years thou shalt increase the price 
thereof, and according to the fewness of 


years thou shalt diminish the price of it; for 
according to the number of the years of the 
fruits doth he sell imto thee. Ye shall not 
therefore oppress one another ; but thou shalt 
fear thy God; for I am the Lord your God. 

Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and 
keep my judgments, and do them; and ye 
shall dwell in the land in safety. And the 
land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat 
your fill, and dwell therein in safety. And if 
ye shah say. What shall we eat the seventh 
year ? behold, we shall not sow, nor gather in 
our increase: then I wiU command my bless- 
ing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall 
bring fordr fruit for three years* And ye 
shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old 
fruit until the ninth year; ijntii her fruits 
come in ye shall eat of the old store. 

Land and Houses 

The land shall not be sold for ever: for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and so- 
journers with me. And in ail the land of your 
possession ye shall grant a redemption for 
the land. 

If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath 
sold away some of his possession, and if any 
of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he 
redeem that which his brother sold. And if 
the man have none to redean it, and himself 
be able to redeem it; then let him count the 




WATCHWORDS FOR ALL TIME 

LEVITICUS CHAPTER 26 , 1-46 

Throughout the length and breadth of the land a new era had dawned. Altars were 
aglow with a new flame^ trumpets were sounding a new call^ banners were hearing a 
new motto — God and Man^ Faith and Freedom:^ Worship and Welfare, Henceforth 
these are to be the watchwords of the people. So they are emblazoned on the Calendar^ 
and stamped with the name and seal of the Everlasting God, 


Y e shall make you no idols nor graven 
image, neither rear you up a stand- 
ing image, neither shall ye set up 
any image of stone in your land, to 
bow down unto it: for I am the Lord your 
God. Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reve- 
rence my sanctuary: I am the Lord, 

The Word of Promise 
If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my 
commandments, and do them^ then I will 
give you rain in due season, and the land 
shall yield her increase, and the trees of the 
field shall yield their fruit. And your thresh- 
ing shall reach unto the vintage, and the 
vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: 
and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and 
dwell in your land safely. And I will give 
peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and 
none shall make you afraid: and I will rid 
evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the 
sword go through your land. And ye shall 
chase your enemies, and they shall fall before 
you by the sword. And five of you shall 
chase an hundred, and an hundred of you 
shall put ten thousand to fight: and your 
enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 
For I will have respect xmto you, and make 
you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish 
my covenant with you. And ye shall eat old 
store, and bring forth the old because of the 
new. And I will set my tabernacle among 
you; and my soif shall not abhor you. And 
I will walk among you, and will be your 
God, and ye shall be my people. I am the 
Lord your God, which brought you forth 
out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not 
be their bondmen^ and I have broken the 
bands of your yoke, and made you go up- 
right. 

The Word of Warning 

But if ye will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all these commandments; and if 


ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul 
abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do 
all my commandments, but that ye break my 
covenant : I also will do this unto you; I will 
even appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall consume the 
eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall 
sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall 
eat it. And I will set my face against you, 
and ye shall be slain before your enemies: 
they that hate you shall reign over you; and 
ye shall flee when none pursueth you. And 
if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, 
then I will punish you seven times more for 
your sins. And I will break the pride of 
your power; and I will make your heaven as 
iron, and your earth as brass: and your 
strength shall be spent in vain: for your land 
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the 
trees of the land yield their fruits. 

And if ye walk contrary imto me, and will 
not hearken unto me; I will bring seven 
times more plagues upon you according to 
your sins. I will also send wild beasts among 
you, which shall rob you of yoxxr children, 
and destroy your cattle, and make you few 
in number; and your high ways shall be 
desolate. And if ye will not be reformed by 
me by these things, but will walk contrary 
unto me; then will I also walk contrary tmto 
you, and will punish you yet seven times for 
your sins. And I will bring a sword upon 
you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my 
covenant: and when ye are gathered together 
within your cities, I will send the pestilence 
among you; and ye shall be delivered into 
the hand of the enemy. And when I have 
broken tlie staff of your bread, ten women 
Shan bake your bread in one oven, and they 
shall deliver you your bread again by weight: 
and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied. And if 
ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but 
walk contrary xmto me; then I will walk con- 
trary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, 
will chastise you seven times for your sins. 
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AN APPENDIX Leviticus 11, i-Z^. 

Probably added later to give the standard rates of exchange for those who under other 
conditions of life wished to redeem their vows or tithes by a monetary payment. 

olda then thy estimation shall be of the male 
Persons and Animals five shekels of silver^ and for the female thy 

AMn t.nwn snake unto Moses, saying, estimation shall be three shekels of silver. 


AND the Lord spake unto Moses^ sayings 
Speak unto the children of Israel^ and say 
unto them^ When a man shall make a singu- 
lar vow^ the persons shall be for the Lord by 
thy estimation. And thy estimation shall be 
of the male from twenty years old even unto 
sixty years old^ even thy estimation shall be 
fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary. And if it be a female, then thy esti- 
mation shall be thirty shekels. Andifitbefrom 
five years old evenuntoftventy years old, then 
thy estimation shall be of the male twenty 

shekels, and for the female ten shekels. And 

if it be from a month old even unto five years 


And if it be from sixty years old and above; 
if it be a male, then thy estimation shall be 
fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels. 
But if he be poorer than thy estimation, Ihen 
he shall present himself before the priest, 
and the priest shall value him; according to 
his ability that vowed shall the priest value 
him. And if it be a beast, whereof men bring 
an offering mto the Lord, all that any man 
giveth of such unto the Lord shall be holy. 
He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for 
a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at 
ah change beast for beast, then it and the 


LEVITICUS 27, lo 


And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and 
the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat. And 
I will destroy your high places, and cut down 
your images, and cast your carcases upon the 
carcases of your idols, and my soul shall 
abhor you. And I will make your cities 
waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto deso- 
lation, and I will not smell the savour of 
your sweet odours. And I will bring the 
land into desolation : and your enemies which 
dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And 
I will scatter you among the heathen, and 
will draw out a sword after you: and your 
land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. 
Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as 
long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your 
enemies’ land; even then shall the land rest, 
and enjoy her sabbaths. As long as it lieth 
desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest 
in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 
And upon them that are left alive of you I 
will send a faintness into their hearts in the 
lands of their enemies; and the sound of a 
shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall 
flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall 
fall when none pursueth. And they shall fall 
one upon another, as it were before a sword, 
when none pursueth: and ye shall have no 
power to stand before your enemies. And 
ye shall perish among the heathen, and the 
land of your enemies shall eat you up. And 
they that are left of you shall pine away in 
their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and 
also in the iniquities of their fathers shall 


they pine away with them. If they shall con- 
fess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their 
fathers, with their trespass which they tres- 
passed against me, and that also they have 
walked contrary unto me; and that I also 
have walked contrary unto them, and have 
brought them into the land of their enemies; 
if then their uncircumcised hearts be hum- 
bled, and they then accept of the punishment 
of their iniquity: then will I remember my 
covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant 
with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abra- 
ham will I remember; and I will remember 
the land. The land also shall be left of them, 
and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth 
desolate without them: and they shall accept 
of the punishment of their iniquity : because, 
even because they despised my judgments, 
and because their soul abhorred my statutes. 

Lovers Last Word 

And yetfor all that, when they be in the land 
of their enemies, I will not cast them away, 
neither will I abhor them, to destroy them 
utterly, and to break my covenant with them: 
for I am the Lord their God. But I will for 
their sakes remember the covenant of their 
ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, 
that I might be their God : I am the Lord. 

These are the statutes and judgments and 
laws, which the Lord made between ^ and 
the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the 
hand of Moses. 


LEVITICUS 21 , 10 

exchange thereof shall be holy. And if it be 
any unclean beasts of which they do not offer 
a sacrifice imto the Lord, then he shall pre- 
sent the beast before the priest: and the 
priest shall value it, whether it be good or 
bad: as thou valuest it, who art the priest, so 
shall it be. But if he will at all redeem it, 
then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy 
estimation. 

Houses and Land 

And when a man shall sanctify his house 
to be holy unto the Lord, then the priest 
shah estimate it, whether it be good or 
bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it 
stand. And if he that sanctified it will re- 
deem his house, then he shall add the fifth 
part of the money of thy estimation unto it, 
and it shall be his. And if a man shall sanctify 
unto the Lord some part of a field of his 
possession, then thy estimation shall be 
according to the seed thereof: an homer of 
barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of 
silver. If he sanctify his field from the year 
of jubile, according to thy estimation it shall 
stand. But if he sanctify his field after the 
jubile, then the priest shall reckon unto him 
the money according to the years that re- 
main, even unto the year of the jubile, and it 
shall be abated from thy estimation. And if 
he that sanctified the field will in any wise 
redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part of 
the money of thy estimation imto it, and it 
shall be assured to him. And if he will not 
redeem the field, or if he have sold the field 
to another man, it shall not be redeemed any 
more. But the field, when it goeth out in the 
jubile, shall be holy unto the Lord, as a field 
devoted; the possession thereof shall be the 
priests. And if a man sanctify unto the 
Lord a field which he hath bought, which is 
not of the fields of his possession; then the 


priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy 
estimation, even unto the year of the jubile: 
and he shall give thine estimation in that day, 
as a holy thing unto the Lord. In the year 
of the jubile the field shall return unto him of 
whom it was bought, even to him to whom 
the possession of the land did belong. And 
all thy estimations shall be according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall 
be the shekel. 


Only the firstling of the beasts, which 
should be the Lord’s firstling, no man shall 
sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is 
the Lord’s. And if it be of an unclean beast, 
then he shall redeem it according to thine 
estimation, and shall add a fifth part of it 
thereto : or if it be not redeemed, then it shall 
be sold according to thy estimation. Not- 
withstanding no devoted thing, that a man 
shall devote unto the Lord of all that he hath, 
both of man and beast, and of the field of his 
possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every 
devoted thing is most holy imto the Lord. 
None devoted, which shall be devoted of 
men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be 
put to death. And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s : it is holy imto 
the Lord. And if a man will at ail redeem 
ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the 
fifth part thereof. And concerning the tithe 
of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatso- 
ever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall 
be holy unto the Lord. He shall not search 
whether it be good or bad, neither shall he 
change it : and if he change it at all, then both 
it and the change thereof shall be holy ; it shah 
not be redeemed. These are the command- 
ments, which the Lord commanded Moses 
for the children of Israel in mount Sinai. 


Tithes 





Evsry tncin stood by his own stondoYd in ths comp of Isvocl 


twenty years old and upward, by their polls. 
As the Lord commanded Moses, so he num- 
bered them in the wilderness of Sinai. 

Different Tribes 

And the children of Reuben, Israel’s eldest 
son, by their generations, after their families, 
by the house of their fathers, according to the 
number of the names, by their polls, every 
male from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to warj those that 
were numbered of them, even of the tribe of 
Reuben, were forty and six thousand and five 
hundred. 

Of the children of Simeon, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, those that were numbered of 
f bpnij according to the number of the names, 
by their polls, every male from twenty years 
old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and 
nine thousand and three hundred. 

Of the children of Gad, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; tliose 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Gad, were forty and five thousand 
six himdred and fifty. 

Of the children of Judah, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Judah, were tlueescore and fourteen 
thousand and six hundred. 

Of thechildren of Issachar,bytheir genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, acxording to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 


that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Issachar, were fifty and four thou- 
sand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Zebulun, by tlieir genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty and seven 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the 
children of Ephraim, by their generations, 
after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the mimber of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and 
five hundred. 

Of the children of Manasseh, by their 
generations, after tlieir families, by the house 
of their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty and two 
thousand and two hundred. 

Of the children of Benjamin, by their 
generations, after their families, by die house 
of their fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Dan, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Dan, were threescore and two thou- 
sand and seven hundred. 





And under the flags of the world stands Humanity to-day 


Of the children of Asher, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; those 
that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Asher, were forty and one thousand 
and five hundred. 

Of the children of Naphtali, throughout 
their generations, after their families, by the 
house of their fathers, according to the num- 
ber of the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth to war; 
those that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three 
thousand and four hundred. 

These are those that were nximbered, which 
Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes 
of Israel, being twelve men : each one was for 
the house of his fathers. So were all those 
that were numbered of the children of Israel, 
by the house of their fathers, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go 
forth to war in Israel; even all they that were 
numbered were six hundred thousand and 
three thousand and five hundred and fifty, 

A Special Appointment 

But the Levites after the tribe of their 
fathers were not numbered among them. For 
the Lord had spoken unto Moses, saying. 
Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, 
neither take the sum of them among the chil- 
dren of Israel: but thou shalt appoint the 
Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and 
over all the vessels thereof, and over all things 
that belong to it: they shall bear the taber- 
nacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they 
shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round 
about the tabernacle. And when the taber- 
nacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take 
it down: and when the tabernacle is to be 
pitched, the Levites shall set it up : and the 
stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 


death. And the children of Israel shall pitch 
their tents, every man by his own camp, and 
every man by his own standard, throughout 
their hosts , But the Levites shall pitch round 
about the tabernacle of testimony, that there 
be no wrath upon the congregation of the 
children of Israel : and the Levites shall keep 
the charge of the tabernacle of testimony. And 
the children of Israel did according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. 

The Standards of the Camp 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, Every man of the children of 
Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with 
the ensign of their father’s house: far off 
about the tabernacle of the congregation shall 
they pitch. And on the east side toward the 
rising of the sun shall they of the standard of 
the camp of Judah pitch throughout their 
armies : and Nahshon the son of Amminadab 
shall be captain of the children of Judah. 

And his host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were threescore and fourteen thou- 
sand and six hundred. And those that do 
pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Issa- | 

char : and Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be | 

captain of the children of tssachar. And his ' 
host, and those that were numbered thereof, 
were fifty and four thousand and four hun- | 
dred. Then the tribe of Zebultm : and Eliab | 
the son of Helen shall be captain of the chil- 1 
dren of Zebulun. And his host, and those | 
that were numbered thereof, were fifty and 
seven thousand and four hundred. All that 
were numbered in the camp of Judah were an 
hundred thousand and fourscore thousand 
and six thousand and four hundred, through- 
out their armies. These shall first set forth. 

On the south side shall be the standard of 
the camp of Reuben according to their armies : 
and the captain of the children of Reuben 
shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur. And his 
host, and those that were numbered thereof. 
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NUMBERS 2, II 

were forty aad six thousand and five hun- 
dred. And those which pitch by him shall be 
the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the 
children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the 
son of Zurishaddai. And his host^ and those 
that were numbered of tliem^ were fifty and 
nine thousand and three hundred. Then the 
tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of 
Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of ReueL And 
his host^ and those that were numbered of 
them^ were forty and five thousand and six 
hundred and fifty. All that were numbered 
in the camp of Reuben were an hundred 
thousand and fifty and one thousand and four 
hundred and fifty^ throughout their armies. 
And they shall set forth in the second rank. 

Then the tabernacle of the congregation 
shall set forward with the camp of the Levites 
in the midst of the camp : as they encamp, so 
shall they set forward, every man in his place 
by their standards. 

On the west side shall be the standard of the 
camp of Ephraim according to their armies : 
and the captain of the sons of Ephraim shall 
be Elishama the son of Ammihud. And his 
host, and those that were numbered of them, 
were forty thousand and five hundred. And 
by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh : and the 
captain of the children of Manasseh shall be 
Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. And his host, 
and those that were numbered of them, were 
thirty and two thousand and two hundred. 
Then the tribe of Benjamin : and the captain 
of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. And his host, and those that 
were numbered of them, were thirty and 
five thousand and four hundred. All that 
were numbered of the camp of Ephraim were 
an hundred thousand and eight thousand 
and an hundred, throughout their armies. 
And they shall go forward in the third rank. 

The standard of the camp of Dan shall be 
on the north side by their armies : and the 
captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahie- 
zer the son of Ammishaddai. And his host, 
and those that were numbered of them, were 
threescore and two thousand and seven hun- 
dred. And those that encamp by him shall 
be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the 
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of 
Ocran. And his host, and those that were 
numbered of them, were forty and one thou- 
sand and five hundred. Then the tribe of 
Naphtaii: and the captain of the children of 
Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan. 
And his host, and those that were numbered 


of them, were fifty and three thousand and 
four hundred. All they that were numbered 
in the camp of Dan were an hundred thou- 
sand and fifty and seven thousand and six 
hundred. They shall go hindmost with their 
standards. 

These are those which were numbered of 
the children of Israel by the house of their 
fathers : all those that were numbered of the 
camps throughout their hosts were six hun- 
dred thousand and three thousand and five 
hundred and fifty. But the Levites were not 
numbered among the children of Israel; as 
the Lord commanded Moses. And the chil- 
dren of Israel did according to all that the 
Lord commanded Moses: so they pitched 
by their standards, and so they set forward, 
every one after their families, according to 
the house of their fathers. 

Special Officers 

These also are the generations of Aaron 
and Moses in the day that the Lord spake 
with Moses in mount Sinai. And these are 
the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the 
firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
These are the names of the sons of Aaron, 
the priests which were anointed, whom he 
consecrated to minister in the priest^s office. 
And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, 
when they offered strange fire before the 
Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they 
had no cliildren: and Eleazar and Ithamar 
ministered in the priest’s oMce in the sight 
of Aaron their father. 

The Guard of Honour 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present 
them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister unto him. And they shall keep his 
charge, and the charge of the whole congre- 
gation before the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, to do the service of the tabernacle. And 
they shall keep ah tlie instruments of tlie 
tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge 
of the children of Israel, to do the service of 
the tabernacle. And thou shalt give the Le- 
vites unto Aaron and to his sons : they are 
wholly given unto him out of the children of 
Israel, And thou shalt appoint Aaron and 
his sons, and they shall wait on their priest’s 
office: and the stranger that cometh nigh 
shall be put to death. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from 
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among the children of Israel instead of all 
the firstborn that openeth the matrix among 
the children of Israel : therefore the Levites 
shall be mine; because all the firstborn are 
mine ; for on the day that I smote all the first- 
born in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto 
me all the firstborn in Israel^, both man and 
beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord. 

Distinguished Families 
And the Lord spake unto Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, saying, Number the chil- 
dren of Levi after the house of their fathers, 
by their families : every male from a month 
old and upward shalt thou number them. 
And Moses numbered them according to the 
word of the Lord, as he was commanded. 
And these were the sons of Levi by their 
names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari. 
And these are the names of the sons of 
shon by their families; Libni, and Shimei. 
And the sons of Kohath by their families; 
Amram, and Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 
And the sons of Merari by their families; 
Mahli, and Mushi. These are the families of 
the Levites according to the house of their 
fathers. 

Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites, 
and the family of the Shimites : these are the 
families of the Gershonites. Those that were 
numbered of them, according to the number 
of all the males, from a month old and up- 
ward, even those that were numbered of 
them were seven thousand and five hundred. 
The families of the Gershonites shall pitch 
behind the tabernacle westward. And the 
chief of the house of the father of the Ger- 
shonites shall be Eliasaph the son of Lael. 
And the charge of the sons of Gershon in 
the tabernacle of the congregation shall he 
the tabernacle, and the tent, the covering 
thereof, and the hanging for the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and the hang- 
ings of the court, and the curtain for the door 
of the court, which is by the tabernacle, and 
by the altar round about, and the cords of 
it for all the service thereof. 

And of Kohath was the family of the Am- 

ramites, and the family of the Izeharites, and 
the family of the Hebronites, and the family 
of the Uzzielites : these are the families of the 
Kohathites. In the number of all the males, 
from a month old and upward, were eight 
thousand and six hundred, keeping the charge 
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of the sanctuary. The families of the sons of 
Kohath shall pitch on the side of the taber- 
nacle southward. And the chief of the house 
of the father of the families of the Kohathites 
shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. And 
their charge shall be the ark, and the table, 
and the candlestick, and the altars, and the 
vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they 
minister, and the hanging, and all the service 
thereof. And Eleazar the son of Aaron the 
priest shall be chief over the chief of the Le- 
vites, and have the oversight of them that 
keep the charge of the sanctuary. 

Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, 
and the family of the Mushites : these are the 
families of Merari. And those that were num- 
bered of them, according to the number of 
all the males, from a month old and upward, 
were six thousand and two hundred. And 
the chief of the house of the father of the 
families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abi- 
hail : these shall pitch on the side of the taber- 
nacle northward. And under thenustody and 
charge of the sons of Merari shall be the 
boards of the tabernacle,.and the bars thereof, 

and the pillars thereof, and the sockets there- 
of, and all the vessels thereof, and all that 
serveth thereto, and the pillars of the court 
round about, and their sockets, and their 
pins, and their cords. 

But those that encamp before the taber- 
nacle toward the east, even before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation eastward, shall be 
Moses, and Aaron and his sons, keeping the 
charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the 
children of Israel; and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death. AU that 
were numbered of the Levites, which Moses 
and Aaron numbered at the commandment 
of the Lord, throughout their families, all 
the males from a month old and upward, 
were twenty and two thousand. 

Firstborn Sons 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Ntimber 
all the firstborn of the males of the children 
of Israel from a month old and upward, and 
take the number of their names. And thou 
shalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lord) 
instead of all the firstborn among the chil- 
dren of Israel;* and the cattle of the Levites 
instead of all the firstlings among the cattle 
of the children of Israel. And Moses num- 
bered, as the Lord commanded him, all the 


. The claim is based upon the sparing of the firstborn among the Hebrews at the Exodus. Spectal quah 
were supposed to belong to the firstborn. 
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firstborn among the cliildren of Israel. And bread they shall spread a cloth of blue^ and 
all the firstborn males by the number of put thereon the dishes^ and the spoons, 
names, from a month old and upward, of and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: 
those that were numbered of them, were andthecontinualbreadshallbe thereon; and 
twenty and two thousand two hundred and they shall spread upon them a cloth of scar- 
threescore and thirteen. let, and cover the same with a covering of 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, badgers’ skins, and shall put in the staves 
Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn thereof. And they shall take a cloth of blue, 
among the children of Israel, and the cattle and cover the candlestick of the light, and his 
of the Levites instead of their cattle^ and the lamps, and his tongs, and his snufidishes, 
Levites shall be mine : I am tlie Lord. And and ail the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they 
for those that are to be redeemed of the two minister unto it : and they shall put it and 
hundred and threescore and thirteen of the all the vessels thereof within a covering of 
firstborn of the children of Israel, which are badgers’ skins, and shall put it upon a bar, 
more than the Levites j thou shalt even take And upon the golden altar they shall spread 
five shekels^ apiece by the poll, after the a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering 
shekel of the sanctuary shalt thou take them : of badgers’ skins, and shall put to the staves 
(the shekel is twenty gerahs:) and thou shalt thereof; and they shall take all the instru- 
give the money, wherewith the odd number ments of ministry, wherewith they minister 
of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron and in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of 
to his sons. And Moses took the redemption blue, and cover them with a covering of 
money of them that were over and above badgers’ skins, and shall put them on a bar: 
them that were redeemed by the Levites: of and they shall take away the ashes from the 
the firstborn of the children of Israel took he altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon : and 
the moneys a thousand three hundred and they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, 
threescore and five shekels, after the shekel wherewith they minister about it, even the 
of the sanctuary: and Moses gave the money censers, the fieshhooks, and the shovels, and 
of them that were redeemed unto Aaron and the basons, all the vessels of the altars and 
to his sons, according to the word of the they shall spread upon it a covering of 
Lord, as the Lord commanded Moses. badgers’ skins, and put to the staves of it. 

. And when Aaron and his sons have made an 

Service Orders end of covering the sanctuary, and all the 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set 
Aaron, saying, Take the sum of the sons of forward i after that, the sons of Kohath shall 
Kohatih from among the sons of Levi, after come to bear it : but they shall not touch any 
their families, by the house of their fathers, holy thing, lest they die. These things are 
from thirty years old and upward even until the burden of the sons of Kohatii in the 
fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to tabernacle of the congregation. And to die 
do the work in the tabernacle of the congre-- ofixce of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest 
gation. This shall be the service of the sons pertaineth the oil for the light, and die sweet 
of Kohath^ in the tabernacle of the congrega- incense, and the daily meat offering, and 
tion, about the most holy things : and when the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the 
the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the 
and his sons, and they shall take down the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof, 
covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
with it : and shall put thereon the covering of Aaron, saying. Cut ye not off die tribe of the 
badgers’ skins, and shall spread over it a families of the Kohathites from among the 
cloth wholly of blue,^ and shall put in the Levites: but thus do unto them, that they 
staves thereof. And upon the table of shew- may live, and not die, when they approach 

About 13^. As the number of firstborn exceeded the number of Levites by 273, redemption money 
had to be paid for these at this rate per head. 

* The Kohatliites were hinsmeti of Aaron. It was their duty to carry the Ark on their shoulders. The 
framework and hangings of the Tabernacle were loaded into covered wagons, and placed under the care of 
the Gershonites and Merarites. But the whole of the packing of the contents of the Tabernacle was the 
responsibility of the priests. 

3 As an emblem of the heavens. Only the Ark was covered with a cloth wholly of blue, possibly to pro- 
claim and protect its sanctity. With this covering it would be instantly recognized. 


unto the most holy things : Aaron and his 
sons shall go in^ and appoint them every one 
to his service and to his burden: but they 
shall not go in to see when the holy things 
are covered, lest they die. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, 
throughout the houses of their fathers, by 
their families ; from thirty years old and up- 
ward imtil fifty years old shalt thou number 
them; ail that enter in to perform the service, 
to do the work in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. This is the service of the families 
of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens : 
and they shall bear the curtains of the taber- 
nacle, and the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, his covering, and the covering of the 
badgers* skins that is above upon it, and the 
hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and the hangings of the court, 
and the hanging for the door of the gate of 
the court, which is by the tabernacle and by 
the altar round about, and their cords, and 
all the instruments of their service, and all 
that is made for them : so shall they serve. 
At the appointment of Aaron and his sons 
shall be all the service of the sons of the 
Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all 
their service : and ye shall appoint imto them 
in charge all their burdens. This is the ser- 
vice of the families of the sons of Gershon in 
the tabernacle of the congregation: and their 
charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar 
the son of Aaron the priest. 

As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt num- 
ber them after their families, by the house 
of their fathers; from thirty years old and 
upward even xmto fifty years old shalt thou 
number them, every one that entereth into 
the service, to do the work of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. And this is the charge 
of their burden, according to all their service 
in the tabernacle of the congregation ; the 
boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, 
and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof, 
and the pillars of the court roimd about, and 
their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, 
with all their instruments, and with all their 
service: and by name ye shall reckon the 
instruments of the charge of their burden. 
This is the service of the families of the sons 
of Merari, according to all their service, in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, under the 
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

And Moses and Aaron and the chief of 
the congregation numbered the sons of the 
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Kohathites after their families, and after the 
house of their fathers, from thirty years old 
and upward even unto fifty years old, every 
one that entereth into the service, for the 
work in the tabernacle of the congregation; 
and those that were numbered of them by 
their families were two thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty. These were they that were 
numbered of the families of the Kohathites, 
all that might do service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, which Moses and Aaron 
did number according to the commandment 
of the Lord by the hand of Moses. And 
those that were numbered of the sons of 
Gershon, throughout their families, and by 
the house of their fathers, from thirty years 
old and upward even unto fifty years old, 
every one that entereth into the service, for 
the work in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, even those that were numbered of them, 
throughout their families, by the house of 
their fathers, were two thousand and six hun- 
dred and thirty. These are they that were 
numbered of the families of the sons of Ger- 
shon, of all that might do service in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, whom Moses and 
Aaron did number according to the com- 
mandment of the Lord. 

And those that were numbered of the 
families of the sons of Merari, throughout 
their families, by the house of their fathers, 
from thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty years old, every one that entereth into 
the service, for the work in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, even those that were num- 
bered of them after their families, were three 
thousand and two hundred. These be those 
that were numbered of the families of the 
sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered according to the word of the Lord 
by the hand of Moses. 

All those that were numbered of the Le- 
vites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief 
of Israel numbered, after their families, and 
after the house of their fathers, from thirty 
years old and upward even imto fifty years 
old, every one that came to do the service of 
the ministry, and the service of the burden in 
the tabertiacle of the congregation, even those 
that were numbered of them, were eight 
thousand and five hundred and fourscore. 
According to the commandment of the Lord 
they were numbered by the hand of Moses, 
every one according to his service, and accord- 
ing to his burden: thus were they numbered 
of him, as the Lord commanded Moses. 
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to drink the bitter water that causeth the 
curse: and the water that causeth the curse 
shall enter into her^ and become bitter. Then 
the priest shall take the jealousy oifering out 
of the woman’s hand, and shall wave the 
offering before the Lord^ and offer it upon 
the altar : and the priest shall take an handful 
of the offering, even the memorial thereof, 
and burn it upon the altar, and afterward 
shall cause the woman to drink the water. 
And when he hath made her to drink the 
water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she 
be defiled, and have done trespass against her 
husband, that the water that causeth the 
curse shall enter into her, and become bitter, 
and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall 
rot: and the woman shall be a curse among 
her people. And if the woman be not de- 
filed, but be clean; then she shall be free, 
and shall conceive seed. 

This is the law of jealousies, when a wife 
goeth aside to another instead of her hus- 
band, and is defiled; or when the spirit of 
jealousy cometh upon him, and he be jealous 
over his wife, and shall set the woman before 
the Lord, and the priest shall execute upon 
her all this law. Then shall the man be 
guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall 
bear her iniquity. 

Extremists 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. When either man or woman shall 
separate themselves to vow a vow of a Naza- 
rite,* to separate themselves unto the Lord: 
he shall separate himself from wine and 
strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of 
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall 
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist 
grapes, or dried. All the days of his separa- 
tion shall he eat nothing that is made of the 
vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. 

AH the days of the vow of his separation 
there shall no rasor come upon his head : 
until the days be fulfilled, in the which he 
separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall 
be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of 
his head grow. 

All the days that he separateth himself 
unto the Lord he shall come at no dead 
body. He shall not make himself xmclean for 
his father, or for his mother, for his brother. 


or for his sister, when they die: because the 
consecration of his God is upon his head. 
All the days of his separation he is holy unto 
the Lord. 

And if any man die very suddenly by him, 
and he hath defiled the head of his consecra- 
tion; then he shall shave his head in the day 
of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he 
shave it. And on the eighth day he shall 
bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to 
the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and the priest shall offer the 
one for a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnt offering, and make an atonement for 
him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall 
hallow his head that same day. And he shall 
consecrate unto the Lord the days of his 
separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first 
year for a trespass offering : but the days that 
were before shall be lost, because his separa- 
tion was defiled. 

And this is the law of the Nazarite, when 
the days of his separation are fulfilled: he 
shall be brought unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and he shall offer 
his offering unto the Lord, one he lamb of 
the first year without blemish for a burnt 
offering, and one ewe lamb of the first year 
without blemish for a sin offering, and one 
ram without blemish for peace offerings, and 
a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine 
flour mingled with oil, and wafers of un- 
leavened bread anointed with oil, and their 
meat offering, and their drink offerings. And 
the priest shall bring them before the Lord, 
and shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt 
offering : and he shall offer the ram for a 
sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord, 
with the basket of unleavened bread: the 
priest shall offer also his meat offering, and 
his drink offering. And the Nazarite shall 
shave the head of his separation at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
shall take the hair of the head of his separa- 
tion, and put it in the fire which is under 
the sacrifice of the peace offerings. And the 
priest shall take the sodden shoulder of 
the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the 
basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall 
put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, 
after the hair of his separation is shaven: and 
the priest shall wave them for a wave offering 
before the Lord: this is holy for the priest. 


* There was nothing wrong in a Nazarite’s vow^ providing it was properly honoured as a dedication of one’s 
self to God, but it is easy to imagine religious enthusiasms becoming fanatical excesses imless they arc wisely 
regulated. 
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with the wave breast and heave shoulder: 
and after that the Nazarite may drink wine. 
This is the law of the Nazarite who hath 
vowed^ and of his offering nnto the Lord for 
his separation^ beside that that his hand shall 
get : according to the vow which he vowed> 
so he must do after the law of his separation. 

The Benediction 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 


Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying. 
On this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel, saying unto them, 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee : 

The Lord lift up his coimtenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace. 

And they shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel^ and I will bless them. 


PROTECTING TREASURES OF SANCTUARY 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 7, i~9, 14 

Princes provide the transport:^ and priests the protective cordon for the conveyance 
of the Tabernacle. On the eve of the march^ after the altar has been dedicated with 
giftS:^ the temple lamps are lighted and the Tent glows like a lantern of light. 


AND it came to pass on the day that Moses 
had fully set up the tabernacle, and had 
anointed it, and sanctified it, and all the 
instalments thereof, both the altar and all 
the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, 
and sanctified them; that the princes of Is- 
rael, heads of the house of their fathers, who 
were the princes of the tribes, and were over 
them that were numbered, offered: and they 
brought their offering before the Lord, six 
covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon 
for two of the princes, and for each one an 
ox : and they brought them before the taber- 
nacle. And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Take it of them, that they may be to 
do tlie service of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation; and thou shalt give them unto the 
Levites, to every man according to his ser- 
vice. And Moses took the wagons and the 
oxen, and gave them unto the Levites. Two 
wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons 
of Gershon, according to their service: and 
four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the 
sons of Merari, according imto their service, 
under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron 


the priest. But unto the sons of Kohath he 
gave none: because the service of the sanc- 
tuary belonging unto them was that they 
should bear upon their shoulders. And the 
princes offered for dedicating of the altar in 
the day that it was anointed, even the princes 
offered their offering before the altar. And 
the Lord said unto Moses, They shall offer 
their offering, each prince on his day, for the 
dedicating of the altar. 

And he that offered his offering the first 
day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of 
the tribe of Judah: and his offering was one 
silver charger, the weight thereof was an hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of 
seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary; both of them were full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: one 
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense: 
one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering : one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering: and for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year : this was the 
offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab* 
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On the second day Nethaneel the son of Zurishaddai^ prince of the children of Sin 
Zuata prince of Issachar^ did offer: he offered eon^ did offer: his offering was one silv< 
for his offering one silver charger^ the weight charger^ the weight whereof was an himdre 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels^ and thirty shekels^ one silver bowl of seveni 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels^ after the shekels^ after the shekel of the sanctuars 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of both of them full of fine flour mingled wit 

fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer-- oil for a meat offering: one golden spoo 

ing: one spoon of gold of ten shekels^ full of of ten shekels^ full of incense: one youn 
incense: one young bullocki one ram^ one bullock^ one ram^ one lamb of the first yea^ 
lamb of the first year^ for a burnt offering: for a burnt oflering : one kid of the goats fc 
one Idd of the goats for a sin offering: and a sin offering: and for a sacrifice of peac 
for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goati 

five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first five lambs of the first year : this was the offei 

year : this was the offering of Nethaneel the ing of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 
son of Zuar, Onthesixthday EliasaphthesonofDeue 

On the tiiird day Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children of Gad, offered: hi 
prince of the children of Zebulun, did offer: offering was one silver charger of the weigl 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, a silve 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel c 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flou 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of mingled with oil for a meat offering : on 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer- golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense 
ing : one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of th 
incense: one yotmg bullock, one ram, one firstyear, for a burnt offering: one kid of th 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering: goats for a sin offering: and for a sacrifice c 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering : and for peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five h 
a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five goats, five lambs of the first year: this wt 
rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel, 
this was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon. On the seventh day Eiishama th 

On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shed- Ammihud, prince ofthe children off 
eur, prince of the children of Reuben, did offered : - ' " ' 

offer: his offering was one silver charger of the weij 

the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, thirty shekels, one silver bowl of 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of both of them full c 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering: oil for a meat offi 
one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in- of ten shekels, fuj 
cense : one young bullock, one ram, one lamb bullock, one ram, c 
of the first year, for a burnt offering : one kid of for a b 
the goats for a sin offering : and for a sacrifice a sin c 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he offerinj 
goats, five lambs of the first year : this was the five lar 
offering of EHztur the son of Shedeur. 
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son of Pedahztir, prince of the^ children of 
Manasseh : his offering was one silver charger 
of the weight of an hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
Thp m full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
a meat offering: one golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense: one young bullock, 
one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a 
burnt offering : one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering : and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs 
of the first year ; this was the offering of Ga- 
maliel the son of Pedahzur. 

On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gide- 
oni, prince of the children of Benjamin, 
offered: his offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering: one kid of the goats for 
a sin offering : and for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year : this was the offer- 
ing of Abidan the son of Gideoni. 

On the tenth day Aliiezer the son of Am- 
mishaddai, prince of the children of Dan, 
offered: his offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: one young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, 
for a burnt offering : one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering : and for a sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five 
Iambs of the first year : this was the offering 
of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 

On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Oc- 
ran, prince of the children of Asher, offered: 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering : 
one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense : one young bullock, one ram, one lamb 
of the first year, for a burnt offering : one kid 
of the goats for a sin offering : and for a sacri- 
fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams. 


five he goats, five lambs of the first year : this 
was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran. 

On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, 
prince of the children of Naphtali, offered: 
his offering was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hmidred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offer- 
ing : one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of 
incense : one young bullock, one ram, one 
lamh of the first year, for a burnt offering: 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering : and for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five 
rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year : this was the offering of Ahira the son of 
Enan. 

Dedication of the Altar 
This was the dedication of the altar, in the 
day when it was anointed, by the princes of 
Israel : twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver 
bowls, twelve spoons of gold : each charger of 
silver weighing an hundred and tliirty shekels, 
each bowl seventy: all the silver vessels 
weighed two thousand and four hundred 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary : the 
golden spoons were twelve, full of incense, 
weighing ten shekels apiece, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons 
was an hundred and twenty shekels. All 
the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve 
bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of the 
first year twelve, with their meat offering : and 
the kids of the goats for sin offering twelve. 
And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings were twenty and four bullocks, the 
rams sixty, the he goats sixty, the lambs of 
the first year sixty. This was the dedication 
of the altar, after that it was anointed. 

And when Moses was gone into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to speak with him, 
then he heard the voice of one speaking unto 
him from off the mercy seat that was upon 
the ark of testimony, from between the two 
cherubhns : and he spake unto him. 

Its Furniture 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him. When 
thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall 
give light over against the candlestick. And 
Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof 
over against the candlestick, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. And this work of the 
candlestick was of beaten gold, unto the shaft 






IBlii 


M ND on the day that the tabernacle was 
reared up the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, namely, the tent of the 
A testimony: and at even there was 
upon the tabernadfe as it were the appear- 
ance of fire, until the morning. So it was 
alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the 
appearance of fire by night. And when the 
cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then 
after that the children of Israel journeyed: 
and in the place where the cloud abode, there 
the children of Israel pitched their tents. At 
the commandment of the Lord the children 
of Israel journeyed, and at the command- 
ment of the Lord they pitched: as long as 
the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they 
rested in their tents. And when the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days. 


then the children of Israel kept the charge 
of the Lord, and journeyed not. And so it 
was, when the cloud was a few days upon the 
tabernacle; according to the commandment 
of the Lord they abode in their tents, and 
according to the commandment of the Lord 
they journeyed. And so it was, when the 
cloud abode from even unto the morning, 
and that the cloud was taken up in the morn- 
ing, then they journeyed: whether it was by 
day or by night that the cloud was taken up, 
they journeyed. Or whether it were two days, 
or a montli, or a year, that the cloud tarried 
upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the 
children of Israel alsode in their tents, and 
journeyed not: but when it was taken up, 
they journeyed. At the commandment of the 
Lord they rested in the tents, and at the 
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And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying. If 
any man of you or of your posterity shall be 
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a 
journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover 
unto the Lord. The fourteenth day of the 
second month at even they shall keep it, and 
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
They shall leave none of it unto the morn- 
ing, nor break any bone of it: according to 
all the ordinances of the passover they shall 
keep it. But the’ man that is clean, and is not 


in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the pass- 
over, even the same soul shall be cut off from 
among his people: because he brought not 
the offering of the Lord in his appointed 
season, that man shall bear his sin. And if a 
stranger shall sojourn among you, and wlU 
keep the passover unto the Lord ; according 
to the ordinance of the passover, and ac- 
cording to the manner thereof, so shaE he 
do : ye shall have one ordinance, both for the 
stranger, and for him that was born in the 
land. 


THE REVELATION OF THE MARCH 

OUR GOD WILL NOT SUFFER HIS CAUSE TO FAIL 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 9, 15—14, 45 

On every road and highway, from the desert track to the city street, the Cause of God 
is held up. This account of people wandering about discontented and miserable while 
they carry in their hands the most glorious promises of God, is one of the truest pictures 
of human existence ever made. But on the sacred page an inspired hand has etched in 
what mortals rarely see, and dare not portray, except vaguely as a luminous cloud or 
a dazzling blaze of light — the sacred presence of the Giver of Promises. In general, 
the Israelites, like ourselves, preferred to use the symbols of the cloud and the pillar 
of fire — to he modestly indefinite about God — but at times the cloud dissolved and the 
light became revealing; they were face to face with the Living God, and the vows they 
had failed to keep, . But God will not permit their failure to bring to nought His 
gracious purposes for mankind. That is the revelation of these chapters. He will 
fulfil all He has promised. Whatever darters threaten the success of His Cause, 
whether they arise from within or from without, from His own people or their enemies. 
His word standeth sure. 


m 
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commandment of the Lord they Journeyed: Amminadab. And over the host of the tribe 
they kept the charge of the Lord, at the of the children of Issachar was Nethaneel the 
commandment of the Lord by the hand of son of Zuar. And over the host of the tribe 

of the children of Zebulim was Eliab the son 

Trumpet Calls tabernacle was taken downj and 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari 
Make thee two trumpets of silver of a whole set forward, bearing the tabernacle. And the 
piece shalt thou make them : that thou mayest standard of the camp of Reuben set forward 
use them for the calling of the assembly, and according to their armies ; and over his host 
for the journeying of the camps. And when was Elizur the son of Shedeur. And over the 
they shall blow with them, all the assembly host of the tribe of the children of Simeon 
shall assemble themselves to thee at the door was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. And 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And over the host of the tribe of the children of 
if they blow but with one trumpet, then the Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel, 
princes, which are heads of the thousands of And the Kohathites set forward, bearing 
Israel, shall gather themselves imto thee, the sanctuary: and the other did set up the 
"^^en ye blow an alarm, then the camps that tabernacle against they came. And the stan- 
lie on the east parts shall go forward. When dard of die camp of the children of Ephraim 
ye blow an alarm the second time, then the set forward according to their armies; and 
camps that lie on the south side shall take over his host was Elishama the son of Ammi- 
their journey : they shall blow an alarm for hud. And over the host of the tribe of the 
their journeys. But when the congregation children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son 
is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but of Pedahzur. And over the host of the tribe 
ye shall not soxmd an alarm. And the sons of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the 
of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the son of Gideoni. 

trumpets; and they shall be to you for an And the standard of the camp of the chil- 
ordinance for ever throughout your genera- dren of Dan set forward, which was the 
tions. And if ye go to war in your land rereward of all the camps throughout their 
against the enemy that oppresseth you, then hosts r and over his host was Ahiezer the son 
ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; of Ammishaddai. And over the host of the 
and ye shall be remembered before the Lord tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the 
your God, and ye shall be saved from your son of Ocran. And over the host of the tribe 
enemies. Also in the day of your gladness, of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son 
and in your solemn days, and in the begin- of Enan. Thus were the journeyings of the 
nings of your months, ye shall blow with the children of Israel according to their armies, 
trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over when they set forward, 
the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that a r ' 
they may be to you for a memorial before Invitation 

your God : I am the Lord your God, And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of 

TV/ • Vu A A Raguei the Midianite, Mojes* father in law, 

waving Standards journeying unto me place of which 

And it came to pass on the twentieth day the Lord said, I will give it you : come thou 
of the second month, in the second year, that with us, and we will do thee good : for the 
the cloud was taken up from off the taber- Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel, 
nacle of the testimony. And the children of And he said unto him, I will not go ; but I will 
Israel took their journeys out of the wilder- depart to mine own land, and to my kindred, 
ness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the Aiidhe said,Leaveusiiot,Ipraythee;foras- 
whderness of Paran. And they first took their much as thou knowest how we are to en- 
journey according to the commandment of camp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be 
the Lord by the hand of Moses. In the first to us instead of eyes. And it shall be, if thou 
place went the standard of the camp of the go with us, yea, it shall be, that what good- 
children of Judah according to their armies : ness the Lord shall do unto us, the same will 
and over his host was Nahshon the son of we do unto thee. 

I Their shape and size can be gathered from the design on the triumphal arch of Titus in Rome^ which 
shows some of the spoils of the Temple he brought from Jerusalem. 
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people? have I begotten them^ that tliou 
shouidest say unto me^ Carry them in thy 
bosom^ as a nursing father beareth the suck- 
ing childj unto the land wliich thou swarest 
unto their fathers? Whence should I have 
flesh to give unto all this people? for they 
weep imto me^ saying. Give us flesh, that we 
may eat. I am not able to bear all this people 
alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if 
thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, 
out of hand, if I have found favour in thy 
sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather 
unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 
whom thou knowest to be the elders of the 
people, and officers over them; and bring 
them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
that they may stand there with thee. And I 
will come down and talk with thee there : and 
I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, 
and will put it upon them; and tliey shall 
bear the burden of the people with thee, that 
thou bear it not thyself alone. And say thou 
unto the people. Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh : for ye have 
wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who 
shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with 


Departure 

And they departed from the mount of the 
Lord three days’ journey: and the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord went before them in 
the three days’ journey, to search out a rest- 
ing place for them. And the cloud of the 
Lord was upon’^ themby day, when they went 
out of the camp. 

And it came to pass, when the ark set for- 
ward, that Moses said. Rise up. Lord, and 
let thine enemies be scattered; and let them 
that hate thee flee before thee. And when it 
rested, he said. Return, O Lord, unto the 
many thousands of Israel. 

Discontent 

And when the people complained, it dis- 
pleased the Lord : and the Lord heard it; 
and his anger was kindled ; and the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them, and cons-unied 
them that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp. And the people cried imto Moses; 
and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the 
fire was quenched. And he called the name 
of the place Taberah : because the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them. 
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But there remained two of the men in the 
campj the name of the one was Eldad^ and 
the name of the other Medad ; and the spirit 
rested upon them; and they were of them 
that were written:, but went not out unto the 
tabernacle : and they prophesied in the camp. 
And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in 
the camp. And Joshua the son of Nun, the 
servant of Moses, one of his young men, 
answered and said. My lord Moses, forbid 
them. And Moses said unto him, Enviest 
thou for my sake? would God that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put his spirit upon them! And 
Moses gat him into the camp, he and the 
elders of Israel. 

And there went forth a wind from the 
Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and 
let them fall by the camp, as it were a day’s 
journey on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round about tide 
camp, and as it were tv/o cubits high upon the 
face of the earth. And the people stood up all 
that day, and all that night, and ail the next 
day, and they gathered the quails : he that 
gathered least gathered ten homers : and they 
spread them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp. And w^hile the flesh was yet 
between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 
wrath of the Lord was kindled against the 
people, and the Lord smote the people with 
a very great plague. And he called the name 
of that place Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that lusted. And 
the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah 
unto Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth. 

Rebellion 

And Miriam and Aaron spake against 
Moses because of the Ethiopian woman 
whom he had married : for he had married an 
Ethiopian woman. And they said. Hath the 
Lord indeed spoken only by Moses ? hath he 
not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard 
it. (Now the man Moses was very meek,^ 
above all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth.) 

And the Lord spake suddenly xmto Moses, 
and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. And they three came out. And 
the Lord came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and stood in the door of the taber- 
nacle, and called Aaron and Miriam : and 
* Humble. He did not 
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they both came forth. And he said. Hear 
now my words : If there be a prophet among 
you, I the Lord will make myself known 
unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him 
in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who 
is faithful in all mine house. With him will I 
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark speeches ; and the similitude of the 
Lord shall he behold : wherefore then were ye 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against them; and he departed. And the 
cloud departed from of: the tabernacle; and, 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white as 
snow : and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, 
behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said 
unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, 
lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have 
done foolislily, and wherein we have simied. 
Let her not be as one dead, of whom the 
flesh is half consumed when he cometh out 
of Ms mother’s womb. And Moses cried 
unto the Lord, saying. Heal her now, O God, 
I beseech thee. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven days ? let 
her be shut out from the camp seven days, 
and after that let her be received in again. 
And Miriam was shut out from the camp 
seven days : and the people journeyed not till 
Miriam was brought in again. 

Scouts^ Reports 

And afterward the people removed from 
Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of 
Paran, And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying. Send thou men, that they may search 
the land of Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel: of every tribe of their 
fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. And Moses by the command- 
ment of the Lord sent them from the wilder- 
ness of Paran; all those men were heads of 
the children of Israel. And these were their 
names : of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur. Of the tribe of Simeon, Sha- 
phat the son of Hori. Of the tribe of Judah, 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh. Of the tribe of 
Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. Of the tribe 
of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu. 
Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of 
Sodi. Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi. 
Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of 
seek to vindicate himself. 
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Gemalli- Of the tribe of Asher3 Sethur the 
son of Michael. Of the tribe of NaphtaH, 
Nahbi the son of Vophsi. Of the tribe of 
Gad3 Geuel the son of Machi. These are the 
names of the men which Moses sent to spy 
out the land. And Moses called Oshea the 
son of Nun Jehoshua. 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land 
of CanaaUj and said unto them3 Get you 
up this way southward^ and go up into the 
mountain: and see the lands what it is 5 and 
the people that dwelleth lherein3 whether 
they be strong or weakj few or manyi and 
what the land is that they dwell whether 
it be good or bad; and what cities they be 
that they dwell ina whether in tentS3 or in 
strong holds; and what the land is3 whether 
it be fat or leauj whether there be wood 
therem3 or not. And be ye of good courage^ 
and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the 
time was the time of the firstripe grapes. 

So they went up3 and searched the land 
from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob3 as 
men come to Hamath. And they ascended 
by the souths and came xmto Hebron; where 
AJhiiman3 Sheshai3 and Talmai3 the children 
of Anakj were. (Now Hebron was built seven 
years before Zoan in Egypt.) And they came 
unto the brook of Eshcoh and cut down from 
thence a branch with one cluster of grapeSi 
and they bare it between two upon a staff; 
and they brought of the pomegranates3 and 
of the figs. The place was called the brook 
Eshcol3 because of the cluster of grapes which 
the children of Israel cut down from thence. 

And they returned from searching of the 
land after forty days. And they went and 
came to Mosesj and to Aaronj and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, unto 
the wilderness of Paran3 to Kadesh; and 
brought back w^ord unto thcmy and unto all 
the congregation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land. And they told him, and said. 
We came unto the land whither thou sentest 
us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; 
and tliis is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the 
people be strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are walled, and very great: and 
moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 
The Amaieldtes dwell in the land of the 
south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by 
the coast of Jordan, 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said. Let us go up at once, and possess 


it; for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said. We be 
not able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we. And they brought up 
an evil report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, saying, 
The land, through which we have gone to 
search it, is a land that eateth up the in- 
habitants thereof; and all the people tliat we 
saw in it are men of a great stature. And 
there we saw the giants, tlie sons of Anak, 
which come of the giants: and we were in 
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight. 

And all the congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried; and the people wept tliat 
night. And all the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and against Aaron: 
and the whole congregation said unto them, 
Would God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died in tliis 
wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lord 
brought us unto this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our children should 
be a prey? were it not better for us to return 
into Egypt? 

And they said one to another. Let us make 
a captain, and let us return into Egypt, Then 
Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before 
all tlie assembly of the congregation of the 
children of Israel. And Joshua the son of 
Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of them that searched the land, rent 
their clothes: and they spake unto all the 
company of the children of Israel, saying. 
The land, which we passed through to search 
it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord 
delight in us, then he will bring us into this 
land, and give it us; a land which fioweth 
with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye 
against the Lord, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for us: their 
defence is departed from them, and the Lord 
is with us : fear them not. But all the con- 
gregation bade stone them with stones. And 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation before all the chil- 
dren of Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long 
will this people provoke me? and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for ail the signs 
which I have shewed among them? I will 
smite them with the pestilence, and disin- 
herit them, and will make of thee a greater 
nation and mightier than they. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the 
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To a new generation God hands on His Causey when the old generation proves 
itself unworthy or unwilling to pursue it 




Egyptians shall hear it^ (for then broughtest 
up this people in thy might from among 
themO and they will tell it to the inhabitants 
of this land; for they have heard that thou 
Lord art among this people, that thou Lord 
art seen face to face, and that thy cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou goest be- 
fore them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, 
and in a pillar of fire by night. Now if thou 
shalt kill all this people as one man, then the 
nations which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying. Because the Lord was not 
able to bring this people into the land which 
he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain 
them in the wilderness. And now, I beseech 
thee, let the power of my Lord be great, ac- 
cording as thou hast spoken, saying. The 
Lord is longsuifering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by 
no means clearing the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation* Pardon, I 
beseech thee, the iniquity of this people ac- 
cording unto the greatness of thy mercy, and 
as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt 
even until now. 

And the Lord said, I have pardoned ac- 
cording to thy word ; but as truly as I live, all 
the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. Because all those men which have 
seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did 


in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have 
tempted me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voices surely they shall 
not see the land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them that pro- 
voked me see it: but my servant Caleb, be- 
cause he had another spirit with him, and 
hath followed me fully, him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went; and his seed 
shall possess it, (Now the Amalekites and 
the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into the wilder- 
ness by the way of the Red sea. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying. How long shall I bear with 
this evil congregation, which murmur against 
me? I have heard the murmurings of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which they murmur against 
me. Say unto them. As truly as I live, saith 
the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears, 
so will I do to you: your carcases shall fall in 
this wilderness; and all that were numbered 
of you, according to your whole number, 
from twenty years old and upward, which 
have murmured against me, doubtless ye 
shall not come into the land, concerning 
which I sware to make you dwell therein, 
save Caleb the son of Jephuimeh, and Joshua 
the son of Nun. But your little ones, which 
ye said should be a prey, them will I bring 
m, and they shall know the land which ye 
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A SALUTE TO THE NEW GENERATION 


NUMBERS 14, 31 

have despised. But as for you^ your car- 
casesj they shall fall in this wilderness. And 
your children shall wander in the wilderness 
forty years^ and bear your whoredoms^ until 
your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 
After the number of the days in wiiich ye 
searched the land, even forty days, each day 
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years, and ye shall know my breach of 
promise. I the Lord have said, I will surely 
do it unto all this evil congregation, that are 
gathered together against me : in this wilder- 
ness they shall be consumed, and there they 
shall die. 

And the men, which Moses sent to search 
the land, who returned, and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him, by 
bringing up a slander upon the land, even 
those men that did bring up the evil report 
upon the land, died by the plague before the 
Lord. But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, which were of the 
men that went to search the land, lived still. 


And Moses told these sayings unto all tlie 
children of Israel: and the people mourned 
greatly. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and 
gat them up into the top of the mountain, 
saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto 
the place which the Lord hath promised : for 
we have sinned. And Moses said. Wherefore 
now do ye transgress the commandment of 
the Lord? but it shall not prosper. Go not 
up, for the Lord is not among you^ tliat ye 
be not smitten before yoior enemies. For the 
Amalekites and the Canaanites are there be- 
fore you, and ye shall fall by the sword : be- 
cause ye are turned away from the Lord, 
therefore the Lord will not be with you. 
But they presumed to go up unto the hill 
top : nevertheless the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and Moses, departed not out of 
the camp. Then the Amalekites came down, 
and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, 
and smote them, and discomfited them, even 
unto Hormah. 
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CHAPTERS 15, i~19, 


It charges those on whom all hopes are now centred to be worthy of their high callings 
particularly in their demtioji to God and all things that are sacred^ in the loyal obser- 
vance of their social responsibilities^ and in the blamelessness of their personal lives. 


to God 

the Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
ing, Speak unto the children of Is- 
rael, and say unto them. When ye 
be come into the land of your habi- 
tations, which I give unto you, and will make 
fire unto the X^ord a burnt 


hin of v/ine, for a sweet savour unto the Lord. 
And when thou preparest a bullock for a 
burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in perform- 
ing a vow, or peace offerings unto the Lord : 
then shall he bring with a bullock a meat 
offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled 
with half an hin of oil. And thou shalt bring 

fnr a dfi-nk Inlf an bin of win?" fnr 





NUMBERS, 16.3 

upon you. seeing all the congregation are 
holy, every one of them, and tlie Lord 
is among them: wherefore then lift ye up 
yourselves above the congregation of the 
Lord? 

And when Moses heard it. he fell upon his 
face: and he spake unto Korah and unto all 
his company, saying. Even to morrow the 
Lord will shew who are his. and who is holy; 
and win cause him to come near unto him: 
even him whom he hath chosen wiU he cause 
to come near unto him. This do; Take you 
censers. Kbrah. and all his company; and 
put fire therein, and put incense in them 
before the Lord to morrow: and it shall be 
that the man whom the Lord doth choose, 
he shall be holy: ye take too much upon you. 
ye sons of Levi. And Moses said unto Korah. 
Hear. I pray you. ye sons of Levi: seemeth 
it but a small thing unto you. that the God of 
Israel hath separated you from the congrega- 
tion of Israel, to bring you near to himself 
to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
Lord, and to stand before the congregation 
to minister unto them ? And he hath brought 
thee near to him. and aU thy brethren the 
sons of Levi with thee : and seek ye the priest- 
hood also? For which cause both thou and 
all thy company are gathered together against 
the Lord : and what is Aaron, that ye mur- 
mur against him? 

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abi- 
ram. the sons of Eliab: which said. We will 
not come up : is it a small thing that thou hast 
brought us up out of a land that fioweth with 
milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, 
except thou make thyself altogether a prince 
over us? Moreover thou hast not brought us 
into a land that fioweth with milk and honey, 
or given us inheritance of fields and vine- 
yards : wilt thou put out the eyes of these 
^ men? we will not come up.^ 

And Moses was very wroth, and said unto 
the Lord. Respect not thou their offering: I 
have not taken one ass from them, neither 
have I hurt one of them. And Moses said 
unto Korah. Be thou and all thy company 
before the Lord. thou, and they, and Aaron, 
to morrow: and take every man his censer, 
and put incense in them, and bring ye before 
the Lord every man his censer, two hundred 
and fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, each 
of you his censer. And they took every man 
his censer, and put fire in them, and laid 

* Had the revolt succeeded it would have 
on later generations, and hecame 


incense thereon, and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation with Moses 
and Aaron. And Korah gathered all the 
congregation against them unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation: and the 
glory of the Lord appeared unto all the 
congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying. Separate yourselves from 
among this congregation, that I may con- 
sume them in a moment. And they fell upon 
their faces, and said. O God. the God of the 
spirits of ail flesh, shall one man sin. and wilt 
thou be wroth with all the congregation? 
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the congregation, saying. Get 
you up from about the tabernacle of Korah. 
Dathan. and Abiram. 

And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan 
and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed 
him. And he spake unto the congregation, 
saying. Depart. I pray you. from the tents of 
these wicked men. and touch nothing of 
theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins. 
So they gat up from tlie tabernacle of Korah. 
Dathan. and Abiram. on every side: and 
Dathan and Abiram came out. and stood in 
the door of their tents, and their wives, and 
their sons, and their little children. And 
Moses said. Hereby ye shall know that the 
Lord hath sent me to do all these works; for 
I have not done them of mine own mind. If 
these men die the common death of all men. 
or if they be visited after the visitation of all 
men; then the Lord hath not sent me. But 
if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth 
open her mouth, and swallow them up. with 
ail that appertain imto them, and they go 
down quick into the pit; then ye shall under- 
stand that these men have provoked the 
Lord, 

And it came to pass, as he had made an 
end of speaking all these words, that the 
ground clave asunder that was under them: 
and the earth opened her mouth, and swal- 
lowed them up. and their houses, and ail the 
men that appertained unto Korah, and all 
their goods. They, and all that appertained 
to them, went down alive into the pit. and tlie 
earth closed upon them ; and they perished 
from among the congregation. And all Israel 
that were round about them fled at the cry 
of them : for they said. Lest the earth swallow 
us up also. And there came out a fire from 


destroyed the essential unity of Israel. It made a deep impression 
typical of all agitations which arise from personal jealousy or ambition. 


172 









Sfiliiililil 


mmmmm 


* It is difficult to say precisely what his sin was. Some tliink it was impatience with the people, others, 
anger, whereas some say the vagueness is intentional, so that his sin, like his grave, is unknown (cf, Ps» io6, 33). 


NUMBERS 19, 20 

sprinkled upon him; he is unclean. And it 
shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that 
he that sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth 


the water of separation shall be unclean until 
even. And whatsoever the unclean person 
toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that 
touchetli it shall be unclean until even. 


MARCHING TOWARDS THE SUNRISE 


NUMBERS CHAPTERS 20, 1—22, i 

There is still some trace of the rebellious spirit of their fathers in the new generation^ 
but they keep marching on^ though the road is rough and progress is difficult Whichever 
way they turn^ their request to he allowed to go forward without doing damage to 
anything or any one is met by armed opposition. 


came the children of Israel, 
I even the whole congregation, into 
I the desert of Zin in the first month : 
and the people abode in Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was buried 
there. 

And there was no water for the congrega- 
tion: and they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron. And the 
people chode with Moses, and spake, saying. 
Would God that we had died when our 
brethren died before the Lord! And why 
have ye brought up the congregation of the 
Lord into this wilderness, that we and our 
cattle should die there? And wherefore have 
ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place 
of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pome- 
granates, neither is there any water to drink. 
And Moses and Aaron went from the pre- 
sence of the assembly unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell 
upon their faces : and the glory of the Lord 
appeared unto them. And the Lord spake 
xmto Moses, saying. Take the rod, and gather 
thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron 
thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock 
before their eyes; and it shall give forth his 
water, and thou shait bring forth to them 
water out of the rock: so thou slialt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink. And 
Moses took the rod from before the Lord, 
as he commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the con- 
gregation together before the rock, and he 
said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must 
we fetch you water out of this rock? And 


Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 
smote the rock twice: and the water came out 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 
their beasts also. And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me 
not, to sanctify me in the eyes of tlie children 
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 
congregation into the land which I have 
given them.^ This is the water of Meribah; 
because the children of Israel strove with the 
Lord, and he was sanctified in them. 

Let us pass 

And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh 
unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy 
brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail 
that hath befallen us : how our fathers went 
down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt 
a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us, and 
our fathers: and when we cried unto the 
Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, 
and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and, 
behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the utter- 
most of thy border; let us pass, I pray thee, 
through thy country : we will not pass through 
the fields, or through the vineyards, neither 
will we drink of the water of the wells: we 
will go by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, until 
we have passed thy borders. And Edom said 
unto him, Thou shait not pass by me, lest 
I come out against thee with the sword. And 
the children of Israel said unto him. We will 
go by the high way: and if I and my catde 
drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I 
will only, without doing any thing else, go 
through on my feet. And he said. Thou shait 
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The new generation of the twentieth century^ eager to advance^ with the su7ilight of 
a wonderful era in its eyes:^ finds guns thrown across its path. 


not go through. And Edom came out against 
him with much people, and with a strong 
hand. Thus Edom refused to give Israel 
passage through his border: wherefore Israel 
turned away from him. 

The Death of Aaron 

And the children of Israel, even the whole 
congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and 
came unto mount Hor. And the Lord spake 
tmto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
coast of the land of Edom, saying, Aaron 
shall be gathered unto his people ; for he shall 
not enter into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because ye re- 
belled against my word at the water of Meri- 
bah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and 
bring them up unto mount Hor: and strip 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered 
unto his people, and shall die there. And 
Moses did as the Lord commanded; and 
they went up into mount Hor in the sight of 
all the congregation. And Moses stripped 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the 
top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar 
came down from the mount. And when all 
the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, 
they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all 
the house of Israel. 

An Attack on Israel 

And when king Arad the Canaanite, which 
dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel 


came by the way of the spies ; then he fought 
against Israel, and took some of them 
prisoners. And Israel vowed a vow unto the 
Lord, and said. If thou wilt indeed deliver 
this people into my hand, then I will utterly 
destroy their cities. And the Lord hearkened 
to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites ; and they utterly destroyed them 
and their cities: and he called the name of 
the place Hormah. 

A Discouraged People 
And they journeyed from mount Hor by 
the way of the Red sea, to compass the land 
of Edom: and the soul of the people was 
much discouraged because of the way. And 
the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for there 
is no bread, neither is there any water; and 
our soul loatheth this light bread. And the 
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people ; and much people of 
Israel died. Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said. We have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the Lord, and against 
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away 
the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for 
the people. And tlie Lord said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole ; and it shah, come to pass, that every one 
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, 
and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 
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^ The route by which they travelled from Kadesh to the plains of Moab is not easily determined. On the 
map, p. 187, we have shown the traditional direction of the march, which is based on the statements (p. 177) 
that *they journeyed by way of the Red Sea to compass the land of Edom*, and tltat ^the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the way*. But tihere is something to be said for the view that the route 
taken was in a north-easterly direction from Kadesh, and then directly north into the land of Moab* According 
to the references to time in the text, tliis seems to be the more probable direction of the journey* It would 
appear that two different versions have been blended in the narrative which has come down to us* 


NUMBERS 2h 10 

Marching On 

And the children of Israel set forward, and 
pitched in Oboth. And they journeyed from 
Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, in the 
wilderness which is before Moab, toward the 
sunrising. From thence they removed, and 
pitched in the valley of Zared. From thence 
they removed, and pitched on the other side 
of Arnon, which is in the wilderness that 
cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites : for 
Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab 
and the Amorites. Wherefore it is said in the 
book of the wars of the Lord, 

What he did in the Red sea. 

And in the brooks of Arnon, 

And at the stream of the brooks 
That goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, 
And iieth upon the border of Moab. 

And from thence they went to Beer: that 
is the well whereof the Lord spake unto 
Moses, Gather the people together, and I 
will give them water. 

Then Israel sang this song. 

Spring up, O weH; sing ye unto it: 

The princes digged tlie well. 

The nobles of the people digged it. 

By the direction of the lawgiver, with their 
staves. 

And from the wilderness tliey went to Mat- 
tanah: and from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and 
from Nahaliel to Bamoth: and from Bamoth 
in the vaUey, that is in the country of Moab, 
to the top of Pisgah, which looketh toward 
Jeshimoh. 

Opposed by Amorites 
And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon 
king of the Amorites, saying, Let me pass 
through thy laud: we will not turn into the 
fields, or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but we will 
go along by the king’s high way, until we be 
past thy borders. And Sihon would not 
suffer Israel to pass through his border: but 
Sihon gathered all his people together, and 
went out against Israel into the wilderness: 
and he came to Jahaz, and fought against 
Israel. And Israel smote him with the edge 


of the sword, and possessed his land from 
Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the children 
of Ammon: for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong. And Israel took all these 
cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages 
thereof. For Heshbon was the city of Sihon 
the king of the Amorites, who had fought 
against the former king of Moab, and taken 
all his land out of his hand, even unto 
Arnon. Wherefore they that speak in pro- 
verbs say. 

Come into Heshbon, 

Let the city of Sihon be built and pre- 
pared: 

For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, 
A flame from the city of Sihon: 

It hath consumed Ar of Moab, 

And the lords of the high places of Arnon. 
Woe to thee, Moab 1 

Thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: 
He hath given his sons that escaped. 

And his daughters, into captivity 
Unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 

We have shot at them ; Heshbon is perished 
even unto Dibon, 

And we have laid them waste even unto 
Nophah, 

Which reacheth unto Medeba. 

Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 
And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they 
took the villages thereof, and drove out the 
Amorites that were there. 

Attacked hy the King of Bashan 
And they turned and went up by the way 
of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went 
out against them, he, and all his people, to 
the battle at Edrei. And the Loim said unto 
Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his people, and his 
land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which 
dwelt at Heshbon. So they smote him, and 
his sons, and all his people, until there was 
none left him alive: and they possessed his 
land. And the children of Israel set forward, 
and pitched in the plains of Moab on tills 
side Jordan by Jericho.* 
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Deadly instruments of war invented in the present century 

AGAINST MASSED HOSTILE FORCES 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 22, 2—25, i8 

The nezo race of God-inspired humanity marches on hi spite of all the forces arrayed 
against it. There is something of the modern outlook in Balak^s urgent endeavour to 
add to his forces the most terrible weapon of destruction he could find. It was believed 
in those days that a curse could deal a swift and sudden blow to unsuspecting people^ and 
that they could do nothing to prevent it. There is^ of course:, a vast difference between 
the imaginary dangers of curses and the very real dangers of aircraft bombers^ but 
bombs from aircraft can no more destroy the spiritual forces of God in these days than 
the utterances of a pagan diviner could destroy the people of God in those days. 

M ND Balak the son of Zippor saw all that laam^ and spake unto him the words of Balak. 

/ % Israel had done to the Amorites. And he said unto them. Lodge here this 
And Moab was sore afraid of the night, and I will bring you word again, as the 
■A. people, because they were many: Lord shall speak imto me: and the princes 
and Moab was distressed because of the chil- of Moab abode with Balaam. And God came 
dren of Israel. And Moab said unto the unto Balaam, and said. What men are these 
eiders of Midian, Now shall this company with thee? And Balaam said unto God, 
lick up all that are round about us, as the ox Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath 
licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak sent unto me, saying. Behold, there is a 
the son of Zippor was Idng of the Moabites people come out of Egypt, which covereth 
at that time. He sent messengers therefore the face of the earth: come now, curse me 
unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which them ; peradventure I shall be able to over- 
is by the river of the land of the children of come them, and drive them out. And God 
his people, to call him, saying. Behold, there said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with 
is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they them ; thou shalt not curse the people : for 
cover the face of the earth, and they abide they are blessed. And Balaam rose up in the 
over against me : come now therefore, I pray morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, 
thee, curse me this people 5 for they are too Get you into your land: for the Lord re- 
mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, fuseth to give me leave to go with you. And 
that we may smite them, and that I may the princes of Moab rose up, and they went 
drive them out of the land: for I wot that he unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he w^hom come with us. 

thou cursest is cursed. And Balak sent yet again princes, more, 

And the elders of Moab and the elders of and more honourable than they. And they 
Midian departed with the rewards of divina- came to Balaam, and said to him. Thus saith 
tion in their hand ^ and they came unto Ba- Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray 


MND Balak the son of Zippor saw all that 

/\ Israel had done to the Amorites. 

J \ And Moab was sore afraid of the 
■A. people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because of the chil- 
dren of Israel. And Moab said unto the 
eiders of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, as the ox 
licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak 
the son of Zippor was Idng of the Moabites 
at that time. He sent messengers therefore 
xmto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which 
is by the river of the land of the children of 
his people, to call him, sayitig. Behold, there 
is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they 
cover the face of the earth, and they abide 
over against me : come now therefore, I pray 
thee, curse me this people 5 for they are too 
mighty for me : peradventure I shall prevail, 
that we may smite them, and that I may 
drive them out of the land: for I wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom 
thou cursest is cursed. 

And the elders of Moab and the elders of 
Midian departed with the rewards of divina- 
tion in their hand^ and they came unto Ba- 



iiiiiiiiii 


iBSiffilBi 


■iililiilPIi 

aisifiilMlijiSs 

llliiililil 




liilllllli 

iiiaiifsi*®:?! 

liURi 

IllWlllllill 

lilliiiliilBiiia® 
lilillillliiiass 
■‘'Si lii 

liiiililiS 

iiliBlSIsiilili 
WlliiiSBIIliil' 


NUMBERS 22, i6 

thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: for 
I will promote tliee unto very great honour, 
and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto 
me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me 
this people. And Balaam answered and said 
unto tlie servants of Balak, If Balak would 
give me his house full of silver and gold, I 
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my 
God, to do less or more. Now therefore, I 
pray you, tarry ye also here this night,^ that I 
may know what the Lord will say tmto me 
more. And God came xinto Balaam at night, 
and said unto him, If the men come to call 
thee, rise up, and go with them^ but yet the 
word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt 
thou do. 

God opens Balaam^ s Eyes 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and 
saddled his ass, and went with the princes of 
Moab. And God^s anger was kindled be- 
cause he went: and the angel of the Lord 
stood in the way for an adversary against 
him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and 
his two servants were with him. And the ass 
saw the angel of the Lord standing in the 
way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the way, and went 
into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to 
turn her into the way. But the angel of the 
Lord stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on that side. 
And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, 
she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed 
Balaam’s foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again. And the angel of the Lord went 
further, and stood in a narrow place, where 
was no way to turn either to the right hand 
or to the left. And when the ass saw the angel 
of the Lord, she fell down under Balaam: 
and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he 
smote the ass with a stalf. And the Lord 
opened the mouth of the ass, and she said 
unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these three times? 
And Balaam said unto the ass. Because thou 
hast mocked me : I would there were a sword 
in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. And 
the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, 
upon which thou hast ridden ever since I 
was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Ba- 
laam, and he saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in 


his hand: and he bowed down his head, and 
fell flat on his face. And tiie angel of the 
Lord said unto him. Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? behold, 
I went out to withstand thee, because thy 
way is perverse before me: and the ass saw 
me, and turned from me these three times : 
unless she had turned from me, surely now 
also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 
And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, 
I have sinned; for I knew not that thou 
stoodest in the way against me: now there- 
fore, if it displease thee, I will get me back 
again. And the angel of the Lord said unto 
Balaam, Go with the men : but only the word 
that I shall speak imto thee, that thou shalt 
speak. So Balaam went widi the princes of 
Balak. 

The New Humanity 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was 
come, he went out to meet him unto a city 
of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, 
which is in the utmost coast. And Balak said 
unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto 
thee to call thee ? wherefore earnest thou not 
unto me? am I not able indeed to promote 
thee to honour ? And Balaam said unto Balak, 
Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any 
power at all to say any thing? the word that 
God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 
And Balaam went with Balak, and they came 
unto Kir jath-hu 20 th. And Balak offered oxen 
and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the 
princes that were with him. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into 
the high places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people. And Ba- 
laam said unto Balak, Build me here seven 
altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and 
seven rams. And Balak did as Balaam had 
spoken; and Balak and Balaam offered on 
every altar a bullock and a ram. And Balaam 
said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, 
and I will go: peradventure the Lord will 
come to meet me : and whatsoever he sheweth 
me I will tell thee. And he went to an high 
place. And God met Balaam: and he said 
unto him, I have prepared seven altars, and I 
have offered upon every altar a bullock and 
a ram. And the Lord put a word in Ba- 
laam’s mouth, and said, Return unto Balak, 
and thus thou shalt speak. And he returned 
unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt 


Is it possible that the speaking ass was part of a dream? 
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sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. 
And he took up his parable, and said, 

Balak the king of Moab hath brought me 
from Aram, 

Out of the mountains of the east. 

Saying, Come, curse me Jacob, 

And come, defy Israel. 

How shall I curse, whom God hath not 
cursed? 

Or how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath 
not defied? 

For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
And from the hills I behold him: 

Lo, the people shall dwell alone. 

And shall not be reckoned among the 
nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob, 

And the number of the fourth part of 
Israel? 

Let me die the death of the righteous. 
And let my last end be like his! 

And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou 
done unto me? I took thee to curse mine 
enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them 
altogether. And he answered and said. Must 
I not take heed to speak that which the Lord 
hath put in my mouth? 

Their God 

And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray 
thee, with me unto another place, from 
whence thou mayest see them : thou shalt see 
but the utmost part of them, and shalt not 
see them all : and curse me them from thence. 
And he brought him into the field of Zophim, 
to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, 
and offered a bullock and a ram on every 
altar. And he said unto Balak, Stand here by 
thy burnt offering, while I meet the Lord 
yonder. And the Lord met Balaam, and put 
a word in Ms mouth, and said, Go again unto 
Balak, and say thus. And when he came to 
him, behold, he stood by Ms burnt offering, 
and the princes of Moab with him. And 
Balak said unto Mm, What hath the Lord 
spoken? Andhe tookupMs parable, and said. 
Rise up, Balak, and hear ; 

Hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor: 
God is not a man, that he should He; 
Neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: 

Hath he said, and shall he not do it? 

Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good? 

Behold, I have received commandment to 
bless: 
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And he hath blessed; and I cannot re- 
verse it. 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
Neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel : 
The Lord Ms God is with him. 

And the shout of a king is among them, 
God brought them out of Egypt; 

He hath as it were the strength of an uni- 
corn. 

Surely there is no enchantment against 
Jacob, 

Neither is there any divination against 
Israel: 

According to tMs time it shall be said of 
Jacob and of Israel, 

What hath God wrought! 

Behold, the people shall rise up as a great 
lion, 

And lift up himself as a young Hon: 

He shall not lie down until he eat of the 
prey. 

And drink the blood of the slain. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse 
them at all, nor bless them at all. But Ba- 
laam answered and said unto Balak, Told not 
I thee, saying, All that the Lord speaketh, 
that I must do? 

Their Destiny 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray 
thee, I will bring thee unto ariother place; 
peradventure it will please God that thou 
mayest curse me them from thence. And 
Balak brought Balaam imto the top of Feor, 
that looketh toward Jeshimon. And Balaam 
said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, 
and prepare me here seven bullocks and 
seven rams. And Balak did as Balaam had 
said, and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar. And when Balaam saw that it 
pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went not, 
as at other times, to seek for enchantments, 
but he set Ms face toward the wilderness. 
And Balaam lifted up Ms eyes, and he saw 
Israel abiding in Ms tents according to their 
tribes ; and the spirit of God came upon him. 
And he took up Ms parable, and said, 

Balaam the son of Beor hath said. 

And the m^ whose eyes are open hath 
said: 

He hath'said, wMch heard the words of God, 
Which saw the vision of the Almighty, 
Falling into a trance, but having Ms eyes 
Open: 

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 

And thy tabernacles, O Israeli 
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of Bela, the family of the Belaites : of Ashbel, 
the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the 
family of the Ahiramites: of Shupham, the 
family of the Shuphamites: of Hupham, 
the family of the Huphamites. And the sons 
of Bela were Ard and Naaman; of Ard, the 
family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, the 
family of the Naamites. These are tlie sons 
of Benjamin after their families: and they 
that were numbered of them were forty and 
five thousand and six hundred. 

These are the sons of Dan after their 
families: of Shuham, the family of the Shu- 
hamites. These are the families of Dan after 
their families. All the families of the Shu- 
hamites, according to those that were num- 
bered of them, were threescore and four 
thousand and four hundred. 

Of the children of Asher aftertheirfamilies : 
of Jinrna, the family of the Jimnites : of Jesui, 
the family of the Jesuites: of Beriah, the 
family of the Beriites, Of the sons of Beriah: 
of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of 
Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites. And 
the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah. 
These are the families of the sons of Asher 
according to those that were numbered of 
them; who were fifty and three thousand and 
four himdred. 

Of the sons of Naphtali after their families: 
of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites; of 
Guni, the family of the Gunites : of Jezer, the 
family of the Jezerites : of Shillem, the family 
of the ShiUemites. These are the families of 
Naphtali according to their families: and 
they that were numbered of them were forty 
and five thousand and four hundred. 

These were the numbered of the children 
of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty. 

And the Lokd spake unto Moses, saying. 
Unto these the land shall be divided for 
an inheritance according to the number of 
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And the sons of Judah after their families 
were ; of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites : 
of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of 
Zerah, the family of the Zarhites. And the 
sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family 
of the Hezronites : of Hamul, the family of 
the Hamulites. These are the families of 
Judah according to those that were num- 
bered of them, threescore and sixteen thou- 
sand and five hundred. 

Of the sons of Issachar after their families : 
of Tola, the family of the Tolaites : of Fua, the 
family of the Punites: of Jashub, the family 
of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of 
the Shimronites. These are the families of 
Issachar according to those that were num- 
bered of them, threescore and four thou- 
sand and three hundred. 

Of the sons of Zebulun after their families : 
of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of Elon, 
the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the 
family of the Jahleelites. These are the 
families of the Zebulunites according to those 
that were numbered of them, threescore thou- 
sand and five himdred. 

The sons of Joseph after their families 
were Manasseh and Ephraim. Of the sons of 
Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the 
Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of 
Gilead come the family of the Gileadites. 
These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the 
family of the Jeezerites : of Helek, the family 
of the Helekites: and of Asriel, the family of 
the Asrielites : and of Shechem, the family of 
the Shechemites : and of Sheiiiida, the family 
of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the 
family of the Hepherites. And Zelophehad 
tlie son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters ; 
and the names of the daughters of Zelophe- 
had were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. These are the families of 
Manasseh, and those that were numbered of 
them, fifty and two thousand and seven 
himdred. 
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And Moses did as the Lord commanded 
him: and he took Joshua^ and set him before 
Eleazar the priest^ and before all the con- 


gregation: and he laid his hands upon hirnj, 
and gave him a charge^ as the Lord com- 
manded by the hand of Moses, 
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The elaborate and costly sacrifices which open this section doubtless grew out of a 
natural desire to celebrate worthily the end of the journey. After this joyous thanks-- 
giving to God, who has brought them triumphantly through, the prospect of the breaking- 
up of the camp turns the thoughts of the marchers to the vows they have made to one 
another, and to the division of the spoils of war taken on the way. 


M ND the Lord spake unto Moses^, say- 
ing^ Command the children of Is- 
fsiei and say unto them^ My offer- 
A. ing, and my bread for my sacrifices 
made by fire^, for a sweet savour unto me, 
shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due 
season. And thou shalt say unto them. This 
is the offering made by fire which ye shall 
offer unto the Lord; two lambs of the first 
year without spot day by day, for a continual 
burnt ofiering- The one lamb shalt thou 
offer in the morning, and the other lamb 
shalt thou offer at even; and a tenth part of 
an ephah of flour for a meat offering, mingled 
with the fourth part of an bin of beaten oil. 
It is a continual burnt offering, which was 
ordained in mount Sinai for a sweet savour, 
a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord. And 
the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth 
part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy 
place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be 
poured unto the Lord for a drink offering. 
And the other Iamb shalt thou offer at even: 
as the meat offering of the morning, and as 
the drink offering thereof, thou shalt offer it, 
a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the Lord. 

And on the sabbath day two lambs of the 
first year without spot, and two tenth deals of 
flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
the drink offering thereof; this is the burnt 
offering of every sabbath, beside the con- 
tinual burnt offering, and his drink offering. 

And in the beginnings of your months ye 
shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord; 
two yoimg bullocks, and one ram, seven 
lambs of the first year without spot; and 
three tenth deals of fiour for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two 
tenth deals of flour for a meat offering. 


mingled with oil, for one ram; and a several 
tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a 
meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt 
offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lord. And their drink offer- 
ings shall be half an hin of wine xmto a 
bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a 
ram, and a fourth part of an hin unto a lamb : 
this is the burnt offering of every month 
throughout the months of the year. Au-d one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the 
Lord shall be offered, beside the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering* 

And in the fourteenth day of the first 
month is the passover of the Lord. And in 
the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: 
seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 
In the first day shall be an holy convocation; 
ye shall do no manner of servile work therein : 
but ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for 
a burnt offering unto the Lord; two young 
bullocks, and one ram, and seven lambs of 
the first year: they shall be unto you without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall 
ye offer for a bullock, and two tenth deals for 
a ram; a several tenth deal shalt thou offer 
for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs : 
and one goat for a sin offering, to make an 
atonement for you. Ye shall offer these be- 
side the burnt offering in the morning, which 
is for a continual burnt offering. After this 
manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the 
seven days, the meat of the sacrifice made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord: it shall 
be offered beside the continual burnt offering, 
and his drink offering. And on the seventh 
day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye 
shall do no servile work. 

Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye 



THE ROUTE FROM SINAI TO THE PROMISED LAND 

KADESH, after Mt. Sinai, was the most important place on the journey through the 
Wilderness. For a considerable time it was the headquarters of the encampment. 
Here the Tabernacle was set up, and the heads of the tribes held their courts of judgment. 
From this place the scouts were sent to spy out the land of Canaan. It was here that 
Korah’s rebellion broke out, and Moses struck the rock for water. 
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bring a new meat offering iinto tbe Lord, 
after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work: but 
ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet 
savour unto the Lord; two young bullocks, 
one ram, seven lambs of the first year; and 
their meat offering of flour mingled with oil, 
three tenth deals unto one bullock, two tenth 
deals unto one ram, a several tenth deal imto 
one lamb, throughout the seven lambs; and 
one kid of the goats, to make an atonement 
for you. Ye shall offer them beside the con- 
tinual burnt offering, and his meat offering, 
(they shall be unto you without blemish) 
and their drink offerings. 

And in the seventh month, on the first day 
of the month, ye shall have an holy convoca- 
tion; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day 
of blowing the trumpets unto you. And ye 
shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour 
unto the Lord; one young bullock, one ram, 
and seven lambs of the first year without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a 
bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram, and 
one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the 
seven lambs: and one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering, to make an atonement for you: 
beside the burnt offering of the month, and 
his meat offering, and the daily burnt offer- 
ing, and his meat offering, and their drink 
offerings, according unto their manner, for 
a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto 
the Lord. 

And ye shaE have on the tenth day of this 
seventh month an holy convocation; and ye 
shall afflict your souls : ye shall not do any 
work therein : but ye shall offer a burnt offer- 
ing unto the Lord for a sweet savour; one 
young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of 
the first year; they shall be unto you without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a 
bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram, a 
several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout 
the seven lambs: one kid of the goats for a 
sin offering; beside the sin offering of atone- 
ment, and the continual burnt offering, and 
the meat offering of it, and their drink 
offerings. 

And on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month ye shah have an holy convocation; ye 
shah do no servile work, and ye shall keep a 
feast unto the Lom seven days: and ye shall 
offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord; thir- 


teen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen 
lambs of the first year; they shall be without 
blemish: and their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto 
every bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two 
tenth deals to each ram of the two rams, and 
a several tenth deal to each lamb of the four- 
teen lambs : and one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt offering, 
his meat offering, and his drink offering. 

And on the second day ye shall offer twelve 
young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of 
the first year without spot: and their meat 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
shall be according to their number, after the 
manner: and one kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt offering, 
and the meat offering thereof, and their drink 
offerings. 

And on the third day eleven bullocks, two 
rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without 
blemish; and their meat offering and their 
drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, 
and for the lambs, shall be according to their 
number, after the manner: and one goat for 
a sin offering'; beside the continual burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, and his drink 
offering. 

And on the fourth day ten bullocks, two 
rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish: their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the 
rams, and for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number, after the manner: and one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the 
continual burnt offering, his meat offering, 
and his drink offering. 

And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two 
rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without spot: and their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the 
rams, and for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number, after the manner: and one 
goat for a sin offering; beside the continual 
burnt offering, and Ifis meat offering, and Ms 
drink offering. 

And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two 
rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish: and their meat offering and 
their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the 
rams, and for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number, after the manner: and one 
goat for a sin offering; beside the continual 
burnt offering, Ms meat offering, and Ms 
drink offering. 
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Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the 
war, with the holy instruments, and the 
trumpets to blow in his hand. And they 
warred against the Midianites, as the Loed 
commanded Moses; and they slew all the 
males. And they slew the kings of Midian, 
beside the rest of them that were slain; 
namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, 
and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also 
the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 
And the children of Israel took all the women 
of Midian captives, and their little ones, and 
took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their 
flocks, and all their goods. And they burnt 
all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all 
r heiV goodly castles, with fire. And they took 
all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men 
and of beasts. And they brought the cap- 
tives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, 
and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, unto the 
camp at the plains of Moab, which are by 
Jordan near Jericho. 

And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all 
the princes of the congregation, went forth 
to meet them without the camp. And Moses 
was wroth with the officers of the host, with 
the captains over thousands, and captains 
over hundreds, which came from the battle. 
And Moses said unto them. Have ye saved 
all the women ahve? Behold, these caused 
the children of Israel, through the counsel of 
Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord 
in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague 
among the congregation of the Lord. Now 
therefore kill every male among the little 
ones, and kill every woman that hath known 
tnau by lying with him. But aU the women 
that have not known a man by 
lying with him, keep alive for yourselves. 
And do ye abide without the camp seven 
: whosoever hath killed any person, and 
hath touched any slain, purify 
yourselves and your captives on the 
day, and on the seventh day. And 
purify aU your raiment, and all that is made 
of skins, and all work of goats’ hair, and all 
things made of wood. 

And Eleazar the priest said unto the men 
of war which went to the battle, This is the 
ordinance of the law which the LORD com- 
manded Moses ; only the gold, and the silver, 
the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 
every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall 
it go through the fire, and it shall be 
nevertheless it shall be purified with 


the water of separation: and all that abideth 
not the fire ye shall make go through the 
water. And ye shall wash your clothes on the 
seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and after- 
ward ye shall come into the camp. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Take the sum of the prey that was taken, 
both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar 
the priest, and the chief fathers of the con- 
gregation : and divide the prey into two parts ; 
between them that took the war upon them, 
who went out to batde, and between all the 
congregation: and levy a tribute unto the 
Lord of the men of war which went out to 
battle: one soul of five hundred, both of die 
persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, 
and of the sheep: take it of their half, and 
give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave 
offering of the Lord. And of the children of 
Israel’s half, thou shalt take one portion of 
fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, of the 
asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of 
beasts, and give them unto the Levites, 
which keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
the Lord. And Moses and Eleazar the priest 
did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And the booty, being the rest of the 
prey which the men of war had caught, was 
six hundred thousand and seventy thousand 
and five thousand sheep, and threescore and 
twelve thousand beeves, and threescore and 
one thousand asses, and thirty and two thou- 
sand persons in all, of women that had not 
known man by lying with him. And the half, 
which was the portion of them that went out 
to war, was in number three hundred thou- 
sand and seven and thirty thousand and five 
hundred sheep: and the Lord’s tribute of 
the sheep was six hundred and threescore 
and fifteen. And the beeves were thirty and 
six thousand; of which the Lord’s tribute 
was threescore and twelve. And the asses 
were thirty thousand and five hundred; of 
which the Lord’s tribute was threescore and 
one. And the persons were sixteen thousand; 
of which the Lord’s tribute was thirty and two 
persons. And Moses gave the tribute, which 
was the Lord’s heave offering, imto Eleazar 
the priest, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And of the children of Israel’s half, which 
Moses divided from tlie men that warred, 
(now the half that pertained unto the con- 
gregation was three hxmdred thousand and 
thirty thousand and seven thousand and five 
hundred sheep, and thirty and six thousand 
hpeves. and thirtv thousand asses and five 











PLANS FOR THE CONQUEST, POSSESSION, 
AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROMISED LAND 

NUMBERS CHAPTERS 33, 50—36, 13 

But:, like many other plans:, they did not materialize to the extent anticipated. We 
may regard this section as a dream which was not fully realized:, or as a later addition 
to the narrative setting forth what Israel ought to have done:, according to the judgement 
of a subsequent generation. 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses in the pass on to Azmon: and the border shall fetch 


plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, say- 
ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
say unto them. When ye are passed over 
Jordan into the land of Canaan; then ye shall 
drive out all the inhabitants of the land from 
before you, and destroy all their pictures,^ 
and destroy ail their molten images, and 
quite pluck down all their high places : and 
ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the 
land, and dwell therein: for I have given you 
the land to possess it. And ye shall divide 
the land by lot for an inheritance among 
your families: and to the more ye shall give 
the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye 
shall give the less inheritance: every man’s 
inheritance shall be in the place where his 
lot falleth; according to the tribes of your 
fathers ye shall inherit. But if ye will not 
drive out the inhabitants of the land from 
before you; then it shall come to pass, that 
those which ye let remain of them shall be 
pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, 
and shall vex you in the land wherein ye 
dwell. Moreover it shall come to pass, that 
I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto 
them. 

Extent of the Promised Land 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Command the children of Israel, and say 
tmto them. When ye come into the land of 
Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto 


a compass from Azmon unto the river of 
Egypt, and the goings out of it shall be at 
the sea. 

And as for the western border, ye shall 
even have the great sea for a border: tliis 
shall be your west border. 

And this shall be your north border: from 
the great sea ye shall point out for you mount 
Hor: from moxmt Hor ye shaU point out 
your border unto the entrance of Hamath; 
and the goings forth of the border shall 
be to Zedad: and the border shall go on to 
Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall 
be at Hazar-enan: this shall be your north 
border. 

And ye shall point out your east border 
from Hazar-enan to Shepham; and the coast 
shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on 
the east side of Ain; and the border shall 
descend, and shall reach unto the side of the 
sea of Chinnereth eastward: and the border 
shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out 
of it shall be at the salt sea : this shall be your 
land with the coasts thereof roimd about. 

And Moses commanded the children of 
Israel, saying, This is the land which ye shall 
inherit by lot, which the Lord commanded 
to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half 
tribe: for the tribe of the children of Reuben 
according to the house of their fathers, and 
the tribe of the children of Gad according to 
the house of their fathers have received their 
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revenger of blood, and the congregation shall 
restore him to the city of his refuge, whither 
he was fled • and he shall abide in it unto the 
death of the high priest, which was anointed 
with the holy oil. But if the slayer shall at 
any time come without the border of the city 
of his refuge, whither he was fled; and the 
revenger of blood find him without the 
borders of the city of his refuge, and the re- 
venger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not 
be guilty of blood: because he should have 
remained in the city of his refuge until the 
death of the high priest: but after the death 
of the high priest the slayer shall return into 
the land of his possession. 

So these things shall be for a statute of 
judgment unto you throughout your genera- 
tions in all your dwellings. Whoso kiUeth 
any person, the murderer shall be put to 
death by the mouth of witnesses: but one 
witness shall not testify against any person 
to cause him to die. Moreover ye shall take 
no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, 
which is guilty of death: but he shall be 
surely put to death. And ye shall take no 
satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of 
his refuge, that he should come again to 
dwell in the land, until the death of the priest. 
So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are: for blood it defileth the land: and the 
land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is 
shed therein, but by the blood of him that 
shed it. Defile not therefore the land which 
ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the 
Lord dwell among the children of Israel. 

The Family Inheritance 
And the chief fathers of the families of the 
children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of 
Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, 
and before the princes, the chief fathers of 
the children of Israel: and they said. The 
Lord commanded my lord to give the land 
for an inheritance by lot to the children of 
Israel: and my lord was commanded by the 
Lord to give the inheritance of Zelophehad 


our brother unto his daughters. And if they 
be married to any of the sons of the other 
tribes of the children of Israel, then shall 
their inheritance be taken from the inheri- 
tance of our fathers, and shall be put to the 
inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are 
received: so shall it be taken from the lot of 
our inheritance. And when the jubile of the 
children of Israel shall be, then shall their 
inh eritance be put unto the inheritance of the 
tribe whereunto they are received: so shall 
f beir inheritance be taken away from the 
inhe ritance of the tribe of our fathers. 

And Moses commanded the children of 
Israel according to the word of the Lord, 
saying. The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath 
said well. This is the thing which the Lord 
doth command concerning the daughters of 
Zelophehad, saying. Let them marry to whom 
they think best; only to the family of the 
tribe of their father shall they marry. So 
shall not the inheritance of the children of 
Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every 
one of the children of Israel shall keep him- 
self to the inheritance of the tribe of his 
fathers. And every daughter, that possesseth 
an inheritance in any tribe of the children of 
Israel, shall be wife tmto one of the family 
of the tribe of her father, that the children of 
Israel may enjoy every man the inheritance 
of his fathers. Neither shall the inheritance 
remove from one tribe to another tribe; but 
every one of the tribes of the children of I srael 
shall keep himself to his own inheritance. 

Even as the Lord commanded Moses, so 
did the daughters of Zelophehad: for Mali- 
lah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were 
married unto their father’s brothers’ sons: 
and they were married into the families of 
the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and 
their inheritance remained in the tribe of the 
famil y of their father. 

These are tlie commandments and the 
judgments, which the Lord commanded by 
the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel 
in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho. 



The story begins with Israels historic trek through the desert 


THE REVELATION OF THE PAST 

DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 1, 6-4, 43 

When we look back over the years we have to write down^for the honour and glory of 
Godj not the memories of a lifetime but the history of a score of centuries and more. Our 
eyes behold:, not the fortunes of one family or tribe^ but the world-wide wanderings of 
the whole human race. To read the story aright we must begin here. We must pick 
up the trail which:, blazed through history^ has become known as the highway of 
Revelation, 


THE Lord our God spake unto us in 
Horeb, saying. Ye have dwelt long enough 
in this mount: turn you, and take your 
journey, and go to the mount of the Amor- 
ites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, 
in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and 
in the south, and by the sea side, to the land 
of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, \mto 
the great river, the river Euphrates. Behold, 
I have set the land before you: go in and 
possess the land which the Lord sware unto 
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to 
give unto them and to their seed after them. 

And I spake unto you at that time, say- 
ing, I am not able to bear you myself alone: 
the Lord your God hath multiplied you, 
and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude. (The Lord God of 
your fathers make you a thousand times so 
many more as ye are, and bless you, as he 
hath promised you!) How can I myself alone 
bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and 
your strife? Take you wise men, and under- 
standing, and known among your tribes, and 
I will make them rulers over you. And ye 
answered me, and said, The thing which 
thou hast spoken is good for us to do. So I 
took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and 
known, and made them heads over you, 
captains over thousands, and captains over 
hundredsj and captains over fifties, and cap- 
tains over tens, and officers among your 


tribes. And I charged your judges at that 
time, saying, Hear the causes between your 
brethren, and judge righteously between 
every man and his brother, and the stranger 
that is with him. Ye shall not respect per- 
sons in judgment ^ but ye shall hear the small 
as well as the great, ye shall not be afraid of 
the face of man^ for the judgment is God’s : 
and the cause that is too hard for you, bring 
it unto me, and I will hear it. And I com- 
manded you at that time all the things which 
ye should do. 

And when we departed from Horeb, we 
went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the 
mountain of the Amorites, as the Lord out 
God commanded us; and we came to Ka- 
desh-barnea. And I said unto you. Ye are 
come tmto the mountain of the Amorites, 
wliich the Lord our God doth give unto us. 
Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land 
before thee: go up and possess it, as the 
Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; 
fear not, neither be discouraged. And ye 
came near unto me every one of you, and 
said. We will send men before us, and they 
shall search us out the land, and bring us 
word again by what way we must go up, and 
into what cities we shall come. And the say- 
ing pleased me well: and I took twelve men 
of you, one of a tribe : and they turned and 
went up into the mountain, and came unto 
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ASK THE DAYS THAT ARE PAST IN ANY CENTURY OF 

Note how the Revelation^ which began with the Hebrews^ reached in the first century 
the Greeks^ and so influenced the Romans of the fourth century that it was made the 


them^ when they had destroyed them from 
before them^ and dwelt in their stead; as 
Israel did unto the land of his possession, 
which the Lord gave unto them. Now rise 
up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. 
And we went over the brook Zered. And 
the space in which we came from Kadesh- 
barnea, until we were come over the brook 
Zerf'd fbirtv and eiaht vears * until all 


and the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even 
unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came 
forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and 
dwelt in their stead.) Rise ye up, take your 
journey, and pass over the river Arnon: 
behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon 
the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: 
begin to possess it, and contend with him 
in battle T*his dav will I besin to out the 
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OUR ERA FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THIS SACRED STORY 


religion of the Empire. The Apostle Paul carried the message on the first stage of its 
journey to us and Constantine prepared the way for its onward march. 


delivered him before us ; and we smote him, 
and his sons, and all his people. And we 
took ail his cities at that time, and utterly 
destroyed^ the men, and the women, and the 
little ones, of every city, we left none to 
remain: only the cattle we took for a prey 
unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities 
which we took. From Aroer, which is by 
the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the 
city that is by the river, even mto Gilead, 
there was not one city too strong for us: the 
Lord our God delivered all unto us: only 
unto the land of the children of Ammon thou 
earnest not, nor unto any place of the river 
Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the moun- 
tains, nor unto whatsoever the Lord our 
God forbad us. 

Then we turned, and went up the way to 
Bashan; and Og the king of Bashan came 
out against us, he and all his people, to battle 
at Edrei. And the Lord said unto me. Fear 
him not: for I will deliver him, and all his 
people, and his land, into thy hand; and 
thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto 
Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at 
Heshbon. So the Lord our God delivered 
into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, 
and all his people: and we smote him imtil 
none was left to him remaining. And we 


took all his cities at that time, there was not 
a city which we took not from them, three- 
score cities, all the region of Argob, the king- 
dom of Og in Bashan. All these cities were 
fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; 
beside unwalled towns a great many. And 
we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto 
Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying 
the men, women, and children, of every city. 
But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, 
we took for a prey to ourselves. And we took 
at that time out of the hand of the two kings 
of the Amorites the land that was on this side 
Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto moimt 
Hermon; (which Hermon the Sidonians call 
Sirion; and the Amorites call it Shenir;) all 
the cities of the plain, and ail Gilead, and all 
Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. For only Og king 
of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants ; 
behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; 
is it not in Rabbath of the children of Am- 
mon? nine cubits was the length thereof, 
and four cubits the breadth of it, after the 
cubit of a man. 

And this land, which we possessed at that 
time, from Aroer, which is by the river 
Axnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities 
thereof^ gave I unto the Reubenites and to 


* Behind the word in the original text there is a trace of religious purpose which our word ‘destroyed’ 
does not bear. Our word ‘devoted’ gets nearer to the meaning of the text. The Israelites ‘devoted* or 
gave these idolaters to God. It meant their destruction, and with the Christian Revelation before us we cannot 
endorse it. But perhaps we can see the deed in its right perspective. It is more in line with the burning of 
heretics than the merciless slaughter of citizens to get possession of their property. Such religious fervour 
needed enlightening, purifying, and directing. But the work of delivering mankind from its ignorant and 
foolish ideas is a long and gradual process, as the Bible shows, by giving us pictures of IsxaeFs history at 
the different stages of its development. 








DEUTERONOMY 4, 21 

go over Jordan^ and that I should not go in 
unto that good land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance: but I 
must die in this land, I must not go over 
Jordan: but ye shall go over, and possess 
that good land. Take heed unto yourselves, 
lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord your 
God, which he made with you, and make 
you a graven image, or the likeness of any 
thing, which the Lord thy God hath for- 
bidden thee. For the Lord thy God is a 
consuming fire, even a jealous God. 

When thou shalt beget children, and 
ciuldren’s children, and ye shall have re- 
mained long in the land, and shall corrupt 
yourselves, and make a graven image, or the 
likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the 
sight of the Lord thy God, to provoke him 
to anger: I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that ye shall soon 
utterly perish from off the land whereunto 
ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not 
prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly 
be destroyed. And the Lord shall scatter 
you among the nations, and ye shall be left 
few in number among the heathen, whither 
the Lord shall lead you. And there ye shall 
serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood 
and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor 
eat, nor smell. But if from thence thou shalt 
seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, 
if thou seek him with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation, 
and all these things are come upon thee, even 
in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord 
thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his 
voice; (for the Lord thy God is a merciful 
God;) he will not forsake thee, neither 
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers which he sware unto them. 

For ask now of the days that are past, 
which were before thee, since the day that 
God created man upon the earth, and ask 
from the one side of heaven unto the other. 


whether there hath been any such tlfing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like 
it? Did ever people hear the voice of God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou 
hast heard, and live ? Or hath God assayed 
to go and take him a nation from the midst 
of another nation, by temptations, by signs, 
and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by 
great terrors, according to all that the Lord 
your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes? Unto thee it was shewed, that thou 
mightest know that the Lord he is God; 
there is none else beside him. Out of heaven 
he made thee to hear his voice, that he might 
instruct thee: and upon earth he shewed thee 
his great fire; and thou heardest his words 
out of the midst of the fire. And because he 
loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their 
seed after them, and brought thee out in his 
sight with his mighty power out of Egypt; 
to drive out nations from before thee greater 
and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to 
give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is 
this day. Know therefore this day, and con- 
sider it in thine heart, that the Lord he is 
God in heaven above, and upon the earth 
beneath: there is none else. Thou shalt keep 
therefore his statutes, and his command- 
ments, which I command thee this day, that 
it may go well with thee, and with thy 
children after thee, and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days upon the earth, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, for ever.* 

Then Moses severed three cities on this 
side Jordan toward the sunrising; that the 
slayer might fiee thither, which should kill 
his. neighbour unawares, and hated him not 
in times past; and that fleeing imto one of 
these cities he might live: namely, Bezer in 
the wilderness, in the plain country, of the 
Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, of the 
Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, of the Manas- 
sites. 


* Did Moses deliver these speeches in tWs finished form? It is hardly likely. But that does not mean he 
did not speak after this fashion, nor choose this impressive moment of history for a great declaration about the 
Revelation which had been given to him and his people. Henry V may not have used the actual words which 
Shakespeare put on his lips, but if they are true to the man’s character, and give us a deeper insight into his 
mind, who would refuse to accept the aid? If time, in the wisdom of God, has fashioned the last utterances 
of Moses into a form which makes the Revelation comprehensible, who will complain? or reject the precious 
stone because it has been polished? The men Who came after Moses in the prophetic line brightened first 
one facet and then another of the jewel he brought down from the mountain. It may with truth be said that 
in these farewell speeches we catclx the glint of later thought, that there are passages which Moses could not 
have uttered; but witliout him they would have been impossible. As life burnished the precious stone, the 
rays which flashed from it were reflected in its facets. 




DEUTERONOMY 5, 10 

shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it^ as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee. Six 
days thou shalt labour^ and do all thy work: 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
workj thouj nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates j that thy manservant and thy maid- 
servant may rest as well as thou. And re- 
member that thou wast a servant in the land 
of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand and 
by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep the sab- 
bath day. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee, that 
thy days may be prolonged, and that it may 
go well with thee, in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth dice. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 

Neither shalt thou steal. 

Neither shalt thou bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. 

Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's 
wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neigh- 
bour’s house, his field, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any 
thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

These words the Lord spake unto all your 
assembly in the mount out of the midst of 
the fire, of the cloud, and of the tluck dark- 
ness, with a great voice : and he added no 
more. And he wrote them in two tables of 
stone, and delivered them unto me. And it 
came to pass, when ye heard the voice out 
of the midst of the darkness, (for the moun- 
tain did burn vdth fire,) that ye came near 
unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, 
and your elders ^ and ye said. Behold, the 
Lord our God hath shewed us his glory and 
his greatness, and we have heard his voice out 
of the midst of the fire : we have seen this day 
that God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 
Now therefore why should we die? for this 
great fire will consume us: if we hear the 


voice of the Lord our God any more, then 
we shall die. For who is there of all flesh, 
that hath heard the voice of the living God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we 
have, and lived? Go thou near, and hear all 
that the Lord our God shall say: and speak 
thou unto us all that the Lord our God shall 
speak unto thee^ and we will hear it, and 
do it. 

And the Lord heard the voice of your 
words, when ye spake unto me^ and the 
Lord said unto me, I have heard the voice 
of the words of this people, which they have 
spoken unto thee: they have well said all that 
they have spoken. O that there were such an 
heart in them, that they would fear me, and 
keep ail my commandments always, that it 
might be well with them, and with their 
children for ever! Go say to them, Get you 
into your tents again. But as for thee, stand 
thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee 
all the commandments, and the statutes, and 
the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, 
that they may do them in the land which I 
give them to possess it. Ye shall observe to do 
therefore as the Lord your God hath com- 
manded you: ye shall not turn aside to the 
right hand or to the left. Ye shall walk in 
all the ways which the Lord your God hath 
commanded you, that ye may live, and that 
it may be well with you, and that ye may 
prolong your days in the land which ye shall 
possess. 

Now these are the commandments, tlae 
statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord 
your God commanded to teach you, that ye 
might do them in the land wliither ye go to 
possess it: that thou mightest fear the Lord 
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, 
thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the 
days of thy life; and that thy days may be 
prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel, and 
observe to do it; that it may be well with 
thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as 
the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised 
thee, in the land that fioweth with milk and 
honey. 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord:^ and thou shalt love tiie Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them 


I There arc tviro main ideas in the declaration: (a) Our God is one; He is indivisible. The nations have 
many gods with different characteristics and localities, (b) He is our only God. 
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DEUTERONOMY, 7, 12 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear 

of them when thou sittest in thine house, and the Lord out God, for our good always, that 

when thou walkest by the way, and when he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 

thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And it shall be our righteousness, if we 

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon observe to do all these commandments before 

thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us. 

between thine eyes. And thou shalt write When the Lord thy God shall bring thee 
them upon the posts of thy house, and on into the land whither thou goest to possess 
thy gates. it, and hath cast out many nations before 

And it shall be, when the Lord thy God thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and 

shall have brought thee into the land which the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the 

he sware mito thy fathers, to Abraham, to PerizziteSaandtheHiviteSjandthe Jebusites, 

Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and sevennationsgreaterandmightier than thou,* 

goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, and and when the Lord thy God shall deliver 

houses full of all good things, which thou them before thee ^ thou shalt smite them, and 

fiUedst not, and wells digged, which thou utterly destroy tibem; thou shalt make no 

diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto 

thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have them: neither shalt thou make marriages 

eaten and be full; then beware lest thou with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give 

forget the Lord, which brought thee forth imto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou 

out of the land of Egypt, from the house of take tmto thy son. For they will turn away 

bondage. Thou shalt fear the Lord thy thy son from following me, that they may 

God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his serve other gods: so will the anger of the 

name.^ Ye shall not go after other gods, of Lord be kindled against you, and destroy 

the gods of the people which are round about thee suddenly. But thus shall ye deal with 

you; (for the Lord thy God is a jealous God them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break 
among you) lest the anger of the Lord thy down their images, and cut down their 
God be kindled against thee, and destroy groves, and burn their graven images with 
thee from off the face of the earth. fire. 

Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 

ye tempted him in Massah. Ye shall dili- thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen 
gently keep the commandments of the Lord thee to be a special people unto himself, 
your God, and his testimonies, and his above all people that are upon the face of the 
statutes, which he hath commanded thee, earth. The Lord did not set his love upon 
And thou shalt do that which is right and you, nor choose you, because ye were more 
good in the sight of the Lord ; that it may be in number than any people ; for ye were the 

well with thee, and that thou mayest go in fewest of all people: but because the Lord 

and possess the good land which the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the 

sware unto thy fathers, to cast out all thine oath which he had sworn imto your fathers, 

enemies from before thee, as the Lord hath hath the Lord brought you out with a 

spoken. mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the 

And when thy son asketh thee in time to house ofbondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh 
come, saying. What mean the testimonies, king of Egypt. Know therefore that the 
and the statutes, and the judgments, which Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, 
the Lord our God hath commanded you? which keepeth covenant and mercy with 
Then thou shalt say imto thy son, We were them that love him and keep his command- 

Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and the Lord ments to a thousand generations; and repay- 

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: eth them that hate him to their face, to 

and the Lord shewed signs and wonders, destroy them: he will not be slack to him 

great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, that hateth him, he will repay him to his face, 

and*upon all his household, before our eyes : Thou shalt therefore keep the command- 

and he brought us out from thence, that he ments, and the statutes, and the judgments, 

might bring us in, to give us the land which which I command thee this day, to do them, 
he sware unto our fathers. And the Lord Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye 

* Israel was forbidden to swear by any other god. An oath was a profession of loyalty to the god 
: named as well as an assurance of integrity. 
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FOR PEOPLE WHOSE DAYS ARE CROWDED WITH INTERESTS, AND WHO 

People may live in a desert encampment or a metropolis. 


hearken to these judgments, and keep, and 
do them, that the Lord thy God shall keep 
unto thee the covenant and the mercy which 
he sware unto thy fathers: and he will love 
thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he 
will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the 
fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy sheepy in the land which he 
sware unto thy fathers to give thee. Thou 
shalt be blessed above all people: there shall 
not be naale or female barren among you, or 
among yoxar cattle. And the Lord will take 
away from thee all sickness, and will put 
none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which 
thou knowest, upon thee^ but will lay them 
upon aU them that hate thee. And thou shalt 
consume all the people which the Lord thy 
God shall deliver theei thine eye shall have 
no pity Upon them: neither shalt thou serve 
their gods i for that will be a snare unto thee. 

If thou shalt say in thine heart. These 
nations are more than 1; how can I dis- 
possess them? Thou shalt not be afraid of 
: but shalt well remember what the 
thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto 
all Egypt ^ the great temptations which thine 
saw, and the signs, and the wonders, 
hand, and the stretched out 
Lord thy God brought 


thee out: so shall the Lord thy God do unto 
all the people of whom thou art afraid. 
Moreover the Lord thy God will send the 
hornet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed. 
Thou shalt not be affrighted at them : for the 
Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God 
and terrible. And the Lord thy God will 
put out those nations before thee by little and 
little ; thou mayest not consume them at once, 
lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee. 
But the Lord thy God shall deliver them 
unto thee, and shall destroy them with a 
mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. 
And he shall deliver their kings into thine 
hand, and thou shalt destroy their name 
from imder heaven: there shall no man be 
able to stand before thee, until thou have 
destroyed them. The graven images of their 
gods shall ye burn with fire: tliou shalt not 
desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor 
take it xmto thee, lest thou be snared therein: 
for it is an abomination to the Lord thy 
God. Neither shalt thou bring an abomina- 
tion into thine house, lest thou be a cursed 
thing like it; but thou shalt utterly detest it, 
and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a 
cursed thing. 

All the commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day shall ye observe to do, 
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ARE LIVING IN EXCITING TIMES^ THIS REVELATION WAS GIVEN. 
The important thing is not where^ but how they live. 



that ye may live, and mxiltiply, and go in 
and possess the land which the Lord sware 
unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember 
all the way which the Lord thy God led thee 
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was 
in tWne heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no. And he hum- 
bled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna, which thou knewest 
not, neither did thy fathers know; that he 
might make thee know that man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live. Thy raiment waxed not old 
upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these 
forty years. Thou shalt also consider in thine 
heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so 
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. There- 
fore thou shalt keep the commandments of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and 
to fear him. For the Lord thy God bringeth 
thee into a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, of fountains and depths that spring 
out of valleys and hiUs; a land of wheat, and 
barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pome- 
granates; a land of oil olive, and honey; a 
land wherein thou shalt eat bread without 
scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in 
it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of 


whose hills thou mayest dig brass. When 
thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God for the good land 
which he hath given thee. 

Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, in not keeping his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day: lest when thou hast 
eaten and art full, and hast built goodly 
houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy 
herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver 
and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage ; who led thee 
through that great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, 
and drought, where there was no water; who 
brought thee forth water out of the rock of 
flint; who fed thee in the wilderness with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he 
might humble thee, and that he might prove 
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; and 
thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth. But thou shalt remember the Lord 
thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth, that he may establish his cove- 
nant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it 
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is this day. And it shall be, if thou do at all 
forget the Lord thy God, and walk after 
other gods, and serve them, and worship 
them, I testify against you this day that ye 
shall surely perish. As the nations which the 
Lord destroyeth before your face, so shall 
ye perish; because ye would not be obedient 
unto the voice of the Lord your God. 

Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over 
Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations 
greater and mightier than thyself, cities great 
and fenced up to heaven, a people great and 
tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou 
knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say. 
Who can stand before the children of AnakI 
Understand therefore this day, that the Lord 
thy God is he which goeth over before thee; 
as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, 
and he shall bring them down before thy 
face: so shalt thou drive them out, and 
destroy them quickly, as the Lord hath said 
unto thee. Speak not thou in thine heart, 
after that the Lord thy God hath cast them 
out from before thee, saying. For my right- 
eousness the Lord hath brought me in to 
possess this land : but for the wickedness of 
these nations the Lord doth drive them out 
from before thee. Not for thy righteousness, 
or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost 
thou go to possess their land: but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out from before thee, 
and that he may perform the word which the 
Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

Understand therefore, that the Lord thy 
God giveth thee not this good land to possess 
it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiif- 
necked people. Remember, and forget not, 
how thou provokedst the Lord thy God 
to wrath in the wilderness: from the day 
that thou didst depart out of tiie land of 
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, 
ye have been rebellious against the Lord. 
Also in Horeb ye provoked the Lord to 
wrath, so that the Lord was angry with 
vou to have destroved vou ^W^hen I was 


spake with you in the mount out of the midst 
of the fire in the day of the assembly. And 
it came to pass at the end of forty days and 
forty nights, that the Lord gave me the two 
tables of stone, even the tables of the cove- 
nant. And the Lord said unto me, Arise, 
get thee down quickly from hence; for thy 
people which thou hast brought forth out of 
Egypt have corrupted themselves; they are 
quickly turned aside out of the way wliich I 
commanded them; they have made them a 
molten image. Furthermore the Lord spake 
unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, 
behold, it is a stiffnecked people: let me 
alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out 
their name from under heaven: and I will 
make of thee a nation mightier and greater 
than they. So I turned and came down from 
the mount, and the mount burned with fire: 
and the two tables of the covenant were in 
my two hands. And I looked, and, behold, 
ye had sinned against the Lord your God, 
and had made you a molten cak: ye had 
turned aside quickly out of the way which 
the Lord had commanded you. And I took 
the two tables, and cast them out of my two 
hands, and brake them before your eyes. 
And I fell down before the Lord, as at the 
first, forty days and forty nights : I did neither 
eat breai nor drink water, because of all 
your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger. For I was afraid of the anger and hot 
displeasure, wherewith the Lord was wroth 
against you to destroy you. But the Lord 
hearkened unto me at that time also. And 
the Lord was very angry with Aaron to have 
destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also 
the same time. And I took your sin, the calf 
which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, 
and stamped it, and ground it very small, 
even imtil it was as small as dust: and I cast 
the dust thereof into the brook that descended 
out of the mount. And at Taberah, and at 
Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye pro- 
voked the Lord to wrath. Likewise when 
the Xi^ORD sent vou from IC.adesh— barnea sav— 


destroy you. I prayed therefore unto the 
LoRDy and said, O Lord God, destroy not 
thy people and thine inheritance, which thou 
hast redeemed through thy greatness, which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand. Remember thy servants, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto 
the stubbornness of ttds people, nor to their 
wickedness, nor to their sin: lest the land 
whence thou broughtest us out say. Because 
the Lord was not able to bring them into the 
land which he promised them, and because 
he hated them, he hath brought them out to 
slay them in the wilderness. Yet they are thy 
people and thine inheritance, which thou 
broughtest out by thy mighty power and by 
thy stretched out arm. 

At that time the Lord said unto me. Hew 
thee two tables of stone like unto the first, 
and come up unto me into the mount, and 
make thee an ark of wood. And I will write 
on the tables the words that were in the first 
tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put 
them in the ark. And I made an ark of 
shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone 
like unto the first, and went up into the 
mount, having the two tables in mine hand. 
And he wrote on the tables, according to the 
first writing, the ten commandments, which 
the Lord spake unto you in the moimt out 
of the midst of the fire in the day of the 
assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me. 
And I turned myself and came down from 
the mount, and put the tables in the ark 
which I had made; and there they be, as the 
Lord commanded me. And the children 
of Israel took their journey from Beeroth 
of the children of Jaakan to Mosera: 
there Aaron died, and there he was buried^ 
and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s 
office in his stead. From thence they jour- 
neyed imto Gudgodah; and from Gudgo- 
dah to Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters. 
At that time the Lord separated the tribe 
of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, to stand before the Lord to min- 
ister unto him, and to bless in his name, tmto 
this day. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor 
inheritance with his brethren; the Lord is 
his inheritance, according as the Lord thy 
God promised him. And I stayed in the 
mount, according to the first time, forty days 
; and forty nights; and the Lord hearkened 

; unto me at that time also, and the Lord 

■ would not destroy thee. And the Lord said 

t unto me. Arise, take thy journey before the 
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people, that they may go in and possess the 
land, which I sware tmto their fathers to 
give unto them. 

And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to fear the Lord 
thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the Lord thy God witli 
all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep 
the commandments of the Lord, and his 
statutes, which I command thee this day for 
thy good? Behold, the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God; 
the earth also, with all that therein is. Only 
the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and he chose their seed after them, 
even you above all people, as it is this day. 
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
heart, and be no more stifi&iecked. For the 
Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord 
of lords, a great God, amighty, and a terrible, 
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward; he doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, 
in giving him food and raiment. Love ye 
therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers 
in the land of Egypt. Thou shalt fear the 
Lord thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to 
him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his 
name. He is thy praise, and he is thy God, 
that hath done for thee these great and 
terrible things, which thine eyes have seen. 
Thy fathers went down into Egypt with 
threescore and ten persons; and now the 
Lord thy God hath made thee as the stars 
of heaven for multitude. 

Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, 
and his judgments, and his commandments, 
alway. And know ye this day: for I speak 
not with your children which have not known, 
and which have not seen the chastisement of 
the Lord your God, his greatness, his mighty 
hand, and his stretched out arm, and his 
miracles, and his acts, which he did in the 
midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt, and unto all hds land; and what he 
did unto the army of Egypt, unto their 
horses, and to their chariots; how he made 
the water of the Red sea to overflow them 
as they pursued after you, and how the Lord 
hath destroyed them unto this day; and what 
he did tmto you in the wilderness, until ye 
came into this place; and what he did unto 
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the 
son of Reuben ; how the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed them up, and their 
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households, and their tents, and all the sub- 
stance that was in their possession, in the 
midst of all Israel: but your eyes have 
seen all the great acts of the Lord which 
he did. 

Therefore shall ye keep all the command- 
ments which I command you this day, that 
ye may be strong, and go in and possess the 
land, whither ye go to possess it 5 and that 
ye may prolong your days in the land, which 
the Lord sware mto your fathers to give 
unto them and to theic seed, a land that 
fioweth with milk and honey. For the land, 
whither thou goest in to possess it, is not 
as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came 
out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and 
wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of 
herbs : but the land, whither ye go to possess 
it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh 
water of the rain of heaven: a land which 
the Lord thy God careth for ; the eyes of the 
Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year even unto the end of 
the year. 

And it shall come to pass, if ye shall 
hearken diligently imto my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love the 
Lord your God, and to serve him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, that I will 
give you the rain of your land in his due 
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that 
thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy 
wine, and thine oil. And I will send grass 
in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest 
eat and be full. Take heed to yourselves, 
that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn 
aside, and serve other gods, and worship 
them; and then the Lord^s wrath be kindled 
against you, and he shut up the heaven, that 
there be no rain, and that the land yield 
not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly 
from off the good land which the Lord 
giveth you. 

Therefore shall ye lay up these my words 
in your heart and in your soul, and bind 
them for a sign upon your hand, that they 
may be as frontlets between your eyes. And 


of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. And 
thou shalt write them upon the door posts 
of thine house, and upon thy gates : that your 
days may be multiplied, and the days of your 
children, in the land which the Lord sware 
imto your fathers to give them, as the days 
of heaven upon the earth. For if ye shall 
diligently keep all these commandments 
which I command you, to do them, to love 
the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 
and to cleave unto him; then will the Lord 
drive out all these nations from before you, 
and ye shall possess greater nations and 
mightier than yourselves. Every place 
whereon the soles of your feet shall tread 
shall be yoxirs: from the wilderness and 
Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, 
even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast 
be. There shall no man be able to stand 
before you: for the Lord your God shall lay 
the fear of you and the dread of you upon all 
the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath 
said unto you. 

Behold, I set before you this day a bless- 
ing and a curse; a blessing, if ye obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God, 
which I command you this day: and a curse, 
if ye will not obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God, but turn aside out of the 
way which I command you this day, to go 
after other gods, which ye have not known. 
And it shall come to pass, when the Lord 
thy God hath brought thee in imto the land 
whither thou goest to possess it, that thou 
shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, 
and the curse upon mount EbaL Are they 
not on the other side Jordan, by the way 
where the sun goeth down, in the land of the 
Ganaanites, which dwell in the champaign 
over against Giigal, beside the plains of 
Moreh? For ye shall pass over Jordan to go 
in to possess the land which the Lord your 
God giveth you, and ye shall possess it, 
and dwell therein. And ye shall observe to 
do all the statutes and judgments which I set 
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Worship must take the leading place in the Social Order. 


SOME OF THE EARLIEST SCAFFOLDING USED IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE SOCIAL ORDER OF TO-DAY 


DEUTERONOMY CHAPTERS 12, i— 26, 19 

When, and by whom, these laws were made does not seriously concern us. Doubtless they 
are compilations, and there is a long history of tribal custom behind them. But their 
main interest to us is their intrinsic worth as practical expressions of the thoughts and 
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j; ;| flesh in all thy gates, whatsoever thy soul 
I i:l lusteth after, according to the blessing of the 
<1 ; I Lord thy God which he hath given thee : the 
I i undean and the clean may eat thereof, as of 
/ the roebuck, and as of the hart. Onlyyeshall 

\ not eat the bloodj ye shall pour it upon the 

j earth as water. Thou mayest not eat within 

I , ; thy gates the tithe of thy com, or of thy wine, 

j il or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or 
I , ; of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou 
j' j vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave 
j, 1 offering of thine hand: but thou must eat 
I i them before the Lord thy God in the place 
i which the Lord thy God shall choose, thou, 

: j and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man- 
j J servMt, ^d thy maidservant, and the Levite 
; that is within thy gates : and thou shalt rejoice 
; ’> before the Lord thy God in all that thou 
; puttest thine hands unto. Take heed to thy- 
j ■ self that thou forsake not the Levite as long 
I; 4 as thou livest upon the earth, 

|„ When the Lord thy God shall enlarge 
thy border, as he hath promised thee, and 
’ I thou shalt say, I will eat flesh, because thy 
y. I soul longeth to eat fleshj thou mayest eat 
; . flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after. If 
! the place which the Lord thy God hath 
, chosen to put his name there be too far from 
i'i 'I thee, then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of 
thy flock, which the Lord hath given thee, 

• as I have commanded thee, and tltou sfial t 
eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
j after. Even as the roebuck and the hart is 
Ij'f eaten, so thou shalt eat them: the unclean 
':‘r i and the clean shall eat of them alike. Only 
, ;j be sure that thou eat not the blood:' for the 
: blood is the life j and thou mayest not eat the 
4 life with the flesh. Thou shalt not eat it j 
U‘£, shalt pour it upon the earth as water, 

V ■ Thou shalt not eat it; that it may go well with 
i thee, and with thy children after thee, when 
^ thou shalt do that which is right in the sight 
' ;; i Lord. Only thy holy things which 

-j tliou hast, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and 
; ' • go unto the place which the Lord shall 
, choose : and thou shalt offer thy burnt offer- 

, inga, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar 

. of the Ix>RD thy God: and the blood of thy 
„ sacrifices shall be pomed out upon the altar 
J ; • , of the 1.0RD thy God, and thou shalt eat the 
!/• flesh. Observe and hear all these words 

8 1 - I command thee, that it may go well 

rf thee, and with thy children after thee 

i for ever, vvhen thou doest that which is good 
and right in the sight of the Lord thy God, 

'■ • * See page 


A true and strong faith 

When the Lord thy God shall cut off the 
nations from before thee, whither thou goest 
to possess them, and thou succeedest them, 
and dwellest in their land; take heed to thy- 
self that thou be not snared by following 
them, after that they be destroyed from 
before thee; and that thou inquire not after 
their gods, saying. How did these nations 
serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. 
Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy 
God: for every abomination to the Lord, 
which he hateth, have they done unto their 
gods; for even their sons and their daughters 
they have burnt in the fire to their gods, 
^^^hat thing soever 1 command you, observe 
to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it. 

If there arise among you a prophet, or a 
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign 
or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder 
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, 
saying. Let us go after other gods, which thou 
hast not known, and.let us serve them; thou 
shalt not hearken unto the word.? of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams : for the 
Lord your God proveth you, to know 
whether ye love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with aU your soul. Ye shall 
walk after the Lord your God, and fear him, 
and keep his commandments, and obey his 
voice, and ye shall serve hiin, and cleave 
unto him. And that prophet, or that dreamer 
of dreams, shall be put to death; because he 
hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord 
your God, which brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house 
of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way 
which the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away 
from the midst of thee. 

If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or 
thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy 
bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own 
soul, entice thee secretly, saying. Let us go 
and serve other gods, which thou hast not 
known, thou, nor thy fathers; namely, of the 
gods of the people which are round about 
you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, 
from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth; thou shalt not con- 
sent unto him, nor hearken unto liim; neither 
shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou 
spare, neither shalt thou conceal him : but 
135, n. I. 



thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall 
be first upon him to put him to deaths and 
afterwards the hand of all the people. And 
thou shalt stone him with stones^ that he 
die; because he hath sought to thrust thee 
away from the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house 
of bondage. And all Israel shall hear, and 
fear, and shall do no more any such wicked- 
ness as this is among you. 

If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, 
which the Lord thy God hath given thee to 
dwell there, saying. Certain men, the children 
of Belial, are gone out from among you, and 
have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, 
saying. Let us go and serve other gods, which 
ye have not known; then shalt thou inquire, 
and make search, and ask diligently; and, 
behold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, 
that such abomination is wrought among 
you; thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants 
of that city with the edge of the sword, 
destroying it utterly, and aU that is therein, 
and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the 
sword. And thou shalt gather all the spoil of 
it into the midst of the street thereof, and 
shalt burn with fire the city, and all the spoil 
thereof every whit, for the Lord thy God: 
and it shall be an heap for ever; it shall not 
be built again. And there shall cleave nought 
of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the 
Lord may turn from the fierceness of his 
anger, and shew thee mercy, and have com- 
passion upon thee, and multiply thee, as he 
hath sworn unto thy fathers; when thou 
shalt hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to keep all his commandments which 
I command thee this day, to do that which 
is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God. 

A Healthy and Holy Life 

Ye are the children of the Lord your 
God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make 
any baldness between your eyes for the dead.* 
For thou art an holy people imto the Lord 
thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to 
be a peculiar people unto himself, above all 
the nations that are upon the eartibi. 

Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing. ^ 
These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the 
ox, the sheep, and the goat, ^e hart, and the 
roebuck, and the fallow deer, and the wild 
goat, and the pygarg, and the wild ox, and 
the chamois. And every beast that parteth 
the hoof, and cleaveth the cleft into two 
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claws, and cheweth the cud among the beasts, 
that ye shall eat. Nevertheless these ye shall 
not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them 
that divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, 
and the hare, and the coney: for they chew 
the cud, but divide not the hoof; therefore 
they are unclean unto you. And the swine, 
because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not 
the cud, it is unclean unto you; ye shall not 
eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead car- 
case. These ye shall eat of all that are in the 
waters: all that have fins and scales shall ye 
eat: and whatsoever hath not fins and scales 
ye may not eat; it is xmclean unto you. 

Of all clean birds ye shall eat. But these 
are they of which ye shall not eat: the eagle, 
and the ossifrage, and the ospray, and the 
glede, and the kite, and the vulture after his 
kind, and every raven after his kind, and the 
owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, 
and the hawk after his kind, the little owl, 
and the great owl, and the swan, and the 
pelican, and the gier eagle, and the cormo- 
rant, and the stork, and the heron after her 
kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. And 
every creeping thing that flieth is unclean 
unto you : they shall not be eaten. But of all 
clean fowls ye may eat. 

Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of 
itself : thou shalt give it unto the stranger 
that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or 
thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for diou 
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God. 
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s 
milk. 

Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of 
thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by 
year. And thou shalt eat before the Lord 
thy God, in the place which he shall choose 
to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, 
of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first- 
lings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that 
thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God 
always. And if the way be too long for thee, 
so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the 
place be too far from thee, which the Lord 
thy God shall choose to set his name there, 
when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee: 
then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind 
up the money in thine hand, and shalt go 
unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose: and thou shalt bestow that 
money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, 
for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for 
strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul 


^ Seek the favour of the dead by self-mutilation. 


2 See page 125, n. i. 
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desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the 
Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, 
and thine household, and the Levite that is 
within thy gates ^ thou shalt not forsalce him^ 
for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee. 

A Charitable Disposition 

At the end of tliree years thou shalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increase the same 
year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 
and the Levite, (because he hath no part nor 
inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and 
the fatlierless, and the widow, which are 
witiiin tiiy gates, shall come, and shall eat 
and be satisfied i that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of tiiine hand which 
thou doest. 

At the end of every seven years thou shalt 
make a release. And this is the manner of 
the release: Every creditor that lendeth ought 
unto liis neighbour shall release it;^ he shall 
not exact it of his neighbour, or of his 
brother^ because it is called the Lord’s 
release* Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it 
again: but that which is thine with thy 
brother thine hand shall release; save when 
there shall be no poor among you; for the 
Lord shah greatly bless thee in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance to possess it; only if thou care- 
fully hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to observe to do all these command- 
ments which I command thee this day. For 
the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as he 
promised thee : and thou shalt lend unto 
many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; 
and thou shalt reign over many nations, but 
they shall not reign over thee. 

If tliere be among you a poor man of one 
of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut 
thine hand from thy poor brother; but thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and 
shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, 
in that which he wanteth. Beware that there 
be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying. 
The seventh year, the year of release, is at 
hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor 
brother, and thou givest him nought; and he 
cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin 
unto thee. Thou shalt surely give him, and 
thine heart shall not be grieved when thou 
unto him : because that for this thing 

^ The debt here was in the nature of a charitable loan 
to business trading. 


the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy 
works, and in all that thou puttest tliine 
hand unto. For the poor shall never cease 
out of tlie land: therefore I command thee, 
saying. Thou shalt open thine hand wide 
imto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy 
needy, in thy land. 

And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve 
thee six years; then in the seventh year thou 
shalt let him go free from thee. And when 
thou sendest him out free from thee, thou 
shalt not let him go away empty: thou shalt 
furnish liim liberally out of thy hock, and 
out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress: 
of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath 
blessed thee thou shalt give unto him. And 
thou shalt remember that thou v/ast a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy 
God redeemed thee: therefore I command 
thee this thing to day. And it shall be, if he 
say unto thee, I will not go away from thee; 
because he loveth thee and thine house, 
because he is well with thee; then thou shait 
take an aul, and thrust it through his ear unto 
the door, and he shall be thy servant for ever. 
And also unto thy maidservant thou shalt 
do likewise. It shall not seem hard imto thee, 
when thou sendest him away free from thee; 
for he hath been worth a double hired ser- 
vant to thee, in serving thee six years: and 
the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all tliat 
thou doest. 

A Cheerful Spirit 

All the firstling males that come of thy 
herd and of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto 
the Lord thy God: thou shalt do no work 
with the firstling of thy bullock, nor shear 
the firstling of thy sheep. Thou shalt eat it 
before the Lord ffiy God year by year in the 
place which the Lord shall choose, thou and 
thy household. And if there be any blemish 
therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any 
ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto 
the Lord thy God. Thou shalt eat it within 
thy gates ; the unclean and the clean person 
shall eat it alike, as the roebuck, and as the 
hart. Only thou shait not eat the blood 
thereof; thou shalt pour it upon the ground 
as water. 

Observe the month of Abib, and keep the 
passover unto the Lord thy God: for in the 
month of Abib the Lord thy God brought 

to a person overtaken by misfortune, and did not apply 






DEUTERONOMY 17, 3 


thema either the sun, or moon, or any of the 
host of heaven, which I have not com- 
mandedj and it be told thee, and thou hast 
heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, 
behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that 
such abomination is wrought in Israel: then 
shalt thou bring forth tliat man or that 
woman, which have committed that wicked 
thing, tmto thy gates, even that man or that 
woman, and shalt stone them with stones, 
till they die. At the mouth of two witnesses, 
or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of 
death be put to death; but at the mouth of 
one witness he shall not be put to death. The 
hands of the witnesses shah be first upon 
him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hands of all the people. So thou shalt put 
the evil away from among you. 

The Supreme Court 

If there arise a matter too hard for thee 
in judgment, between blood and blood,* 
between plea and plea,^ and between stroke 
and stroke,3 being matters of controversy 
within thy gates; then shalt thou arise, and 
get thee up into the place which the Lord 
God shall choose; and thou shalt come 
unto the priests the Levites, and unto the 
judge that shall be in those days, and in- 
quire; and they shall shew thee the sentence 
of judgment; and thou shalt do according 
the sentence, which they of that place 
which the Lord shall choose shall shew thee; 
thou shalt observe to do according to all 
inform thee: according to the sen- 
of the law which they shall teach thee, 
according to the judgment which they 
tell thee, thou shalt do; thou shalt not 
from the sentence which they shall 
shew thee, to the right hand, nor to the left, 
the man that will do presumptuously, 
will not hearken unto the priest that 
to minister there before the Lord 
or unto the judge, even that man 
shall die ; and thou shalt put away the evil 


nations that are about me; thou shalt in any 
wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord 
thy God shall choose: one from among thy 
brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou 
mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is 
not thy brother. But he shall not multiply 
horses to himself, nor cause the people to 
return to Egypt, to the end that he should 
multiply horses : forasmuch as the Lord hath 
said unto you. Ye shall henceforth return no 
more that way. Neither shall he multiply 
wives to himself, that his heart turn not 
away: neither shall he greatly multiply to 
himself silver and gold. 

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book out of that 
which is before the priests the Levites : and 
it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 
all the days of his life: that he may learn to 
fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words 
of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
that his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from 
the commandment, to the right hand, or to 
the left: to the end that he may prolong his 
days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in 
the midst of Israel. 

The Priest 

The priests the Levites, and ah the tribe 
of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance 
with Israel : they shall eat the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire, and his inheritance. 
Therefore shall they have no inheritance 
among their brethren: the Lord is their 
inheritance, as he hath said unto them. 
And this shall be the priest’s due from 
the people, from them tliat offer a sacrifice, 
whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall 
give unto the priest the shoulder, and die 
two cheeks, and the maw. The firstfruit 
also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine 
oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, 
shalt thou give him. For the Lord thy God 
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DEUTERONOMY 19, 14 

thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit 
in the land that the Lord thy God giveth 
thee to possess it. 

Witnesses 

One witness shall not rise up against a man 
for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin 
that he sinneth: at the mouth of two wit- 
nesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, 
shall the matter be established. If a false 
witness rise up against any man to testify 
against him that which is wrong; then 
both the men, between whom the con- 
troversy is, shall stand before the Lord, 


before the priests and the judges, which shall 
be in those days; and the judges shall make 
diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the wit- 
ness be a false witness, and hath testified 
falsely against his brother; then shall ye 
do unto him, as he had thought to have 
done unto his brother: so shalt thou put 
the evil away from among you. And those 
which remain shah hear, and fear, and 
shall henceforth commit no more any such 
evil among you. And tliine eye shall not 
pity; but life shall go for life, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot. 


HUMANITY Deuteronomy 20, 1—21, 14 

This section sets forth the laws of warfare^ where humanity as a virtue could hardly 
be expected to he extolled^ particularly amongst the warlike people of the ancient world. 
But in this respect Israel dijferedfrom its neighbours. While other nations were feared 
for their savagery and ruthless destruction of property in wartime^ Israel was renowned 
for its restrained methods of warfare. With the pictures of modern warfare^ and the 
pitiless bombing of helpless civilians still fresh in our minds ^ we cannot read this ancient 
record of a primitive people^ s attempt to humanize war ^ without feelings of shame. 


WHEN thou goest out to battle against 
thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, 
and a people more than thou, be not afraid 
of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And it shall be, when ye are come 
nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall 
approach and speak unto the people, and 
shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye 
approach this day unto battle against your 
enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, 
and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified 
because of them; for the Lord your God is 
he that goeth with you, to fight for you 
against your enemies, to save you. And 
the officers shall speak unto the people, 
saying. What man is there that hatli built 
a new house, and hath not dedicated it? 
let him go and return to his house, lest he 
die in the battle, and another man dedicate 
it. And what man is he that hath planted 
a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let 
him also go and return unto his house, lest 
he die in the battle, and another man eat of 
it. And what man is there that hath betrothed 
a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go 
and return unto his house, lest he die in the 
battle, and another man take her. And the 
officers shall speak further unto the people, 


and they shall say, What man is there that 
is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and 
return unto his house, lest his brethren’s 
heart faint as well as his heart. And it shall 
be, when the officers have made an end of 
speaking unto the people, that they shall 
make captains of the armies to lead the 
people. 

thou comest nigh unto a city to 
fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. 
And it shall be, if it make thee answer of 
peace, and open imto thee, then it shall be, 
that all the people that is found therein shall 
be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve 
thee. And if it will make no peace with thee, 
but will make war against thee, then thou 
shalt besiege it: and when tlte LoiU) thy God 
hath delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt 
smite every male thereof with the edge of 
the sword: but the women, and the little 
ones, and the cattle, and ail that k in the 
city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou 
take unto thyself: and thou shall eat the 
spoil of tlfine enemies, which the Lord thy 
God hath given thee. Thus shalt thou do 
unto all the cities which are very far from 
thee, winch are not of the cities of these 
nations. But of the cities of these people, 
which the Lord thy God doth give thee for 






RIGHTEOUSNESS Deuteronomy 21, 15—26, 19 

The laws covered by this section apply more particularly to times of peace. They deal 
with matters concerning oneh person^ and the domestic and social relationships of an 
established community. Uprightness^ honour^ kindness^ and mercy are among the graces 
of this ancient code. 


In the Home 


IF a man have two wives^ one beloved, 
and another hated, and they have born him 
children, both the beloved and the hated^ 
and if the firstborn son be hers that was 
hated: then it shall be, when he maketh his 
sons to inherit that which he hath, that he 
may not make the son of the beloved first- 
born before the son of the hated, which is 
indeed the firstborn: but he shall acknow- 
ledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, 
by giving him a double portion of all that he 
hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; 
the right of the firstborn is liis. 

If a man have a stubborn and rebellious 
son, which will not obey the voice of his 
father, or the voice of his mother, and that, 
when they have chastened him, will not 
hearken unto them: then shall his father and 
his mother lay hold on him, and bring him 
out unto the elders of his city, and unto the 
gate of his place; and they shall say unto the 
elders of his city. This our son is stubborn 
and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And ail the 
men of his city shall stone him with stones, 
that he die : so shalt thou put evil away from 
among you; and all Israel shall hear, and 
fear. 

On the Highway 

And if a man have committed a sin worthy 
of death, and he be to be put to death, and 
thou hang him on a tree: his body shall not 
remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
in any wise bury him that day (for he that 
is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land 
be not defiled, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance. 

Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or his 
sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: 
thou shalt in any case bring them again unto 
thy brother. And if thy brother be not nigh 
unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou 
shalt bring it unto thine own house, and it 

^ Because a dead body defiled the land. 


shall be with thee until tliy brother seek after 
it, and thou shalt restore it to him again. In 
like manner shalt thou do with his ass; and 
so shalt thou do with his raiment; and with 
all lost thing of thy brother’s, wliich he hath 
lost, and thou hast foimd, shalt thou do like- 
wise: thou mayest not hide thyself. Thou 
shalt not see thy brother’s ass or his ox fall 
down by the way, and hide thyself from 
them: thou shalt surely help him to lift them 
up again. 

The woman shall not wear that which 
pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man 
put on a woman’s garment: for all that do 
so are abomination unto the Lord thy God. 

If a bird’s nest chance to be before thee 
in the way in any tree, or on the ground, 
whether they be young ones, or eggs, and 
the dam sitting upon the young, or upon 
the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the 
yoxmg: but thou shalt in any wise let the 
dam go, and take the young to thee; that it 
may be well with thee, and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days. 

When thou buildest a new house, then 
thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, 
that thou bring not blood upon thine house, 
if any man fall from thence. 

Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with 
divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which 
thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vine- 
yard, be defiled. Thou shalt not plow with 
an ox and an ass together. Thou shalt not 
wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen 
and linen together. 

Thou shalt make thee fringes^ upon the 
four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou 
coverest thyself. 

Personal Honour 

If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, 
and hate her, and give occasions of speech 
against her, and bring up an evil name upon 
her, and say, I took this woman, and when I 
came to her, I found her not a maid: then 
shall the fatlier of the damsel, and her 

^ I’wistecl threads, as protective amulets. 
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DEUTERONOMY 23, i6 


mother, take and bring forth the tokens of 
the damsefs virginity unto the elders of the 
city in the gate: and the damsel’s father shall 
say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto 
this man to wife, and he hateth her^ and, lo, 
he hath given occasions of speech against 
her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid^ 
and yet these are the tokens of my daughter’s 
virginity. And they shall spread the cloth 
before the elders of the city. And the elders 
of that city shall take that man and chastise 
him; and they shall amerce him in an h\m- 
dred shekels of silver, and give them unto the 
father of the damsel, because he hath brought 
up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and 
she shall be his wife; he may not put her 
away all his days. But if this thing be true, 
and the tokens of virginity be not found for 
the damsel: then they shall bring out the 
damsel to the door of her father’s house, and 
the men of her city shall stone her with 
stones that she die : because she hath wrought 
folly in Israel, to play the whore in her 
father’s house: so shalt thou put evil away 
from among you. 

If a man be found lying with a woman 
married to an husband, then they shall both 
of them die, both the man that lay with the 
woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put 
away evil from Israel. 

If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed 
unto an husband, and a man find her in the 
city, and lie with her; then ye shall bring 
them both out unto the gate of that city, and 
ye shall stone them with stones that they 
die; the damsel, because she cried not, being 
in the city; and the man, because he hath 
humbled his neighbour’s wife: so thou shalt 
put away evil from among you. 

But if a man find a betrothed damsel in 
the field, and the man force her, and lie with 
her: then the man only that lay with her 
shaU die: but imto the damsel thou shalt do 
nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy 
of death: for as when a man riseth against 
his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is 
this matter: for he found her in the field, and 
the betrothed damsel cried, and there was 
none to save her. 

If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, 
which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, 
and lie with her, and they be fotmd; then 
the man that lay with her shall give unto the 
damsel’s father fifty shekels of silver, and she 
shah be his wife; because he hath humbled 
her, he may not put her away all his days. 


A man shall not take his father’s wife, nor 
discover his father’s skirt. 

He that is wounded in the stones, or hath 
his privy member cut off, shall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord. 

A bastard shall not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lord; even to his tenth generation 
shall he not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord. 

An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord; even to 
their tenth generation shall they not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord for ever: 
because they met you not with bread and with 
water in the way, when ye came forth out of 
Egypt; and because they hired against thee 
Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopo- 
tamia, to curse thee. Nevertheless the Lord 
thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; 
but the Lord thy God turned the curse into 
a blessing unto thee, because the Lord thy 
God loved thee. Thou shalt not seek their 
peace nor their prosperity ah thy days for ever. 

Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he 
is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in 
his land. The children that are begotten of 
them shall enter into the congregation of the 
Lord in their third generation. 

When the host goeth forth against thine 
enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. If there be among you any man, that 
is not clean by reason of uncleanness that 
chanceth him by night, then shall he go 
abroad out of the camp, he shall not come 
within the camp : but it shall be, when even- 
ing cometh on, he shall wash himself with 
water: and when the sun is down, he shall 
come into the camp again. Thou shalt have 
a place also without the camp, whither thou 
shalt go forth abroad: and thou shalt have 
a paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, 
when thou wilt ease thyself abroad, thou 
shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and 
cover that which cometh from thee: for the 
Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy 
camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine 
enemies before thee; therefore shall thy 
camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing 
in thee, and turn away from thee. 

Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master 
unto thee: he shall dwell with thee, even 
among you, iii that place which he shall 
choose in one of thy gates, where it liketh 
him best: thou shalt not oppress him. 


DEUTERONOMY 23 , 17 

There shall be no whore of the daughters 
of Israel; nor a sodomite of the sons of 
Israel. Thou shalt not bring the hire of a 
whore^ or the price of a dog; into the house 
of the Lord thy God for any vow: for even 
both these are abomination unto the Lord 
thy God. 

Usury 

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy 
brother ^ usury of money, usury of victuals, 
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury : 
unto a stranger^ thou mayest lend upon 
usury, but unto thy brother thou shalt not 
lend upon usury: that the Lord thy God 
may bless thee in all that thou settest thine 
hand to in the land whither thou goest to 
possess it. 

Vows 

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for 
the Lord thy God will surely require it of 
thee *3 and it would be sin in thee. But if thou 
shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee. 
That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt 
keep and perform 5 even a freewill offering, 
according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord 
thy God, which thou hast promised with thy 
mouth. 

Neighbourliness 

When thou comest into thy neighbour’s 
vineyard, then thou mayest eat grapes thy 
fill at thine own pleasures but thou shalt not 
put any in thy vessel. When thou comest 
into the standing corn of thy neighbour, then 
thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand; 
but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy 
neighbour’s standing corn. 

Marriage 

When a man hath taken a wife, and married 
her, and it come to pass that she find no 
favour in his eyes, because he hath found 
some uncleanness in her : then let him write 
her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her 
hand, and send her out of his house. And 
when she is departed out of his house, she 
may go and be another man’s wife. And if 
the latter husband hate her, and write her a 
bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her 


hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or 
if the latter husband die, which took her to 
be Ms wife; her former husband, wMch sent 
her away, may not take her again to be his 
wife, after that she is defiled; for that is 
abomination before the Lord : and thou shalt 
not cause the land to sin, which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

When a man hath taken a new wife, he 
shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business: but he shall be 
free at home one year, and shall cheer up Ms 
wife which he hath taken. 

Pledges 

No man shall take the nether or the upper 
millstone to pledge: for he taketh a man’s 
life to pledge. 

If a man be found stealing any of his 
brethren of the children of Israel, andmaketh 
merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that 
tMef shall die; and thou shalt put evil away 
from among you. 

Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that 
thou observe diligently, and do according to 
all that the priests the Levites shall teach 
you: as I commanded them, so ye shall 
observe to do. Remember what the Lord 
thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after 
that ye were come forth out of Egypt. 

When thou dost lend thy brother any 
tMng, thou shalt not go into his house to 
fetch Ms pledge.^ Thou shalt stand abroad, 
and the man to whom thou dost lend shall 
bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. And 
if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with 
his pledge: in any case thou shalt deliver 
Mm the pledge again when the sun goeth 
down, that he may sleep in his own raiment, 
and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness 
unto thee before the Lord thy God. 

Thou shalt not oppress an Mred servant 
that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy 
brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy 
land within thy gates : at Ms day thou shalt 
give Mm Ms hire, neither shall the sun go 
down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth Ms 
heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto 
the Lord, and it be sin unto thee. 

Justice 

The fathers shall not be put to death for 
the cMIdren, neither shall the children be 


^ By ‘stranger* is meant merchant-trader not resident in the place. A loan to a hecessitons brother was on 
a different footing. ^ The feelings of a poor man must be respected. 
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For times of peace there are words of counsel in these laws 


put to death for the fathers : every man shall 
be put to death for his own sin. 

Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of 
the stranger^ nor of the fatherless; nor take 
a widow’s raiment to pledge: but thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman in 
Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed 
thee thence; therefore I command thee to 
do this thing. 

Kindness 

When thou cuttest down thine harvest in 
thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, 
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall 
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and 
for the widow: that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of thine hands. 
When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou 
shalt not go over the boughs again; it shall 
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and 
for the widow. When thou gatherest the 
grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean 
it afterward: it sh^ be for the stranger, for 
the fatiierless, and for the widow. And thou 
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in 
the land of Egypt: therefore I command thee 
to do this thing. 

If there be a controversy between men, 
and they come unto judgment, that the 
judges may judge them; then they shall 
justify the righteous, and condemn the 
wicked. And it shall be, if the wicked man 
be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall 
cause him to lie down, and to be beaten 
before his face, according to his fault, by a 
certain number. Forty stripes he may give 
him, and not exceed: lest, if he should ex- 
ceed, and beat him above these with many 
stripes, then thy brother should seem vile 
unto thee.^ 

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he 
treadeth out the com. 


If brethren dwell together, and one of 
them die, and have no child, the wife of the 
dead shall not marry without unto a stranger : 
her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, 
and take her to him to wife, and perform the 
duty of an husband’s brother unto her. And 
it shall be, that the firstborn which she bear- 
eth shall succeed in the name of his brother 
which is dead, that his name be not put out 
of Israel. And if the man like not to take his 
brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife go 
up to the gate unto the elders, and say. My 
husband’s brother refiiseth to raise up unto 
his brother a name in Israel, he will not per- 
form the duty of my husband’s brother. 
Then the elders of his city shall call him, and 
speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and 
say, I Hke not to take her; then shaU^ 
brother’s wife come unto him in the presence 
of the eiders, and loose his shoe from off 
his foot, and spit in his face, and shall 
answer and say. So shall it be done unto 
that man that will not build up his brother’s 
house. And his name shall be called in 
Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe 
loosed. 

When men strive together one with 
another, and the wife of the one draweth 
near for to deliver her husband out of the 
hand of him that smiteth him, and putteth 
forth her hand, and taketh him by the 
secrets: then thou shalt cut off her hand, 
thine eye shall not pity her. 

Honesty 

Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers 
weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt not 
have in thine house divers measures, a great 
and a small. But thou shalt have a perfect 
and just weight, a perfect and just measure 


shalt thou have; that thy days may be 
lengthened in the land which the Lord thy 

^ Even his punishnieiit must not be of such a character or extent as to injure him or destroy his respect 
as a brother. 
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DEUTERONOMY 25 , 15 

God giveth thee. For all that do such things, 
and all that do unrighteously, are an abomina- 
tion imto the Lord thy God. 

Remember what Amalek did unto thee by 
the way^ when ye were come forth out of 
Egypt j how he met thee by the way, and 
smote the hindmost of thee, even all that 
were feeble behind thee, when thou wast 


faint and weary | and he feared not God. 
Therefore it shall be, when the Lord thy 
God hath given thee rest from all thine 
enemies round about, in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance 
to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; 
thou shalt not forget it. 


THANKSGIVING Deuteronomy 26, 1-19 

What a note on which to finish a code of laws! Rules and regulations followed by 
rejoicing, demands followed by an outburst of devotion, orders followed by joyous 
offerings of fir stfruits. 

AND it shall be, when thou art come in When thou hast made an end of tithing all 


unto the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest 
it, and dwellest therein; that thou shalt take 
of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which 
thou shalt bring of thy land that the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a 
basket, and shalt go unto the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose to place his name 
there. And thou shalt go unto the priest that 
shall be in those days, and say unto him, I 
profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that 
I am come unto the country which the Lord 
sware unto our fathers for to give us. And 
the priest shall take the basket out of thine 
hand, and set it down before the altar of the 
Lord thy God. And thou shalt speak and 
say before the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready 
to perish was my father, and he went down 
into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, 
and became there a nation, great, mighty, 
and populous: and the Egyptians evil en- 
treated us, and afiiicted us, and laid upon 
us hard bondage: and when we cried unto 
the Loim God of our fathers, the Lord 
heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, 
and our labour, and our oppression: and the 
Lord brought us forth out of Eg3rpt with a 
mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, 
and with great terribleness, and with signs, 
and with wonders : and he hath brought us 
into tliis place, and hath given us this land, 
even a land that fioweth with milk and honey. 
And now, behold, I have brought the first- 
fruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast 
given me. And thou shalt set it before the 
Lord thy God, and worship before the Lord 
thy God: and thou shalt rejoice in every good 
thing which the Lord thy God hath given 
unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the 
Levite, and the stranger that is among you. 


the tithes of thine increase the third year, 
which is the year of tithing, and hast given it 
unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, that they may eat within thy 
gates, and be Med; then thou shalt say be- 
fore the Lord thy God, I have brought away 
the hallowed things out of mine house, and 
also have given them unto the Levite, and 
unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to 
the widow, according to all thy command- 
ments which thou hast commanded me: I 
have not transgressed thy commandments, 
neither have I forgotten them: I have not 
eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have 
I taken away ought thereof for any unclean 
use, nor given ought thereof for the dead: 
but I have hearkened to the voice of the 
Lord my God, and have done according to 
all that thou hast commanded me. Look 
down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, 
and bless thy people Israel, and the land 
which thou hast given us, as thou swarest 
unto our fathers, a land that fioweth with 
milk and honey. 

This day the Lord thy God hath com- 
manded thee to do these statutes and judg- 
ments: thou shalt therefore keep and do 
them with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul. Thou hast avouched the Lord this day 
to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his statutes, and Ms commandments, 
and Ms judgments, and to hearken unto his 
voice: and the Lord hath avouched thee tMs 
day to be Ms peculiar people, as he hath 
promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep 
all Ms commandments; and to make thee 
Mgh above all nations which he hath made, 
in praise, and in name, and in honour; and 
that thou mayest be an holy people unto the 
Lord thy God, as he hath spoken. 




DEUTERONOMY 27, i8 

wander out of the way. And all the people 
shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that perverteth the judg- 
ment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his father’s 
wifei because he uncovereth his father’s 
skirt. And all the people shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with any manner 
of beast. And all the people shall say. 
Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the 
daughter of his father, or the daughter of 
his mother. And all the people shall say. 
Amen. 

Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in 
law. And all the people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour 
secretly. And all the people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he tliat taketh reward to slay an 
innocent person. And all the people shall 
say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words of this law to do them. And all the 
people shall say. Amen. 

And* it shall come to pass, if thou shalt 
hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe and to do all his com- 
mandments which I command thee this day, 
that the Lord thy God will set thee on high 
above all nations of the earth: and all these 
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake 
thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in 
the city, and blessed shalt diou be in the held. 
Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of 
thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and 
thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou 
comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when 
thou goest out. 

The Lord shah cause thine enemies that 
rise up against thee to be smitten before thy 
face; they shall come out against thee one 
way, and flee before thee seven ways. The 
Lord shall command the blessing upon thee 
in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto^ and he shall bless thee in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. The Lord shall establish thee an holy 
people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto 
thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments 


of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. 
And aU people of the earth shall see that 
thou art called by the name of the Lord; and 
they shall be afraid of thee. And the Lord 
shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the 
land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers 
to give thee. The Lord shall open unto thee 
his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain 
unto thy land in his season, and to bless all 
the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend 
unto many nations, and thou shalt not bor- 
row. And the Lord shall make thee the head, 
and not the tail; and thou shalt be above 
only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that 
thou hearken unto the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, which I command thee this 
day, to observe and to do them: and thou 
shalt not go aside from any of the words 
which I command thee this day, to the right 
hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to 
serve them. 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not 
hearken xmto the voice of the Lord thy God, 
to observe to do all his commandments and 
his statutes which I command thee this day; 
that all these curses shall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee: cursed shalt thou be m 
the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the fleld* 
Cxirsed shall be thy basket and thy store. 
Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, the iucrease of thy kine, and 
the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be 
when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou 
be when thou goest out. 

The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, 
vexation, and rebuke, in ail that thou settest 
thine hand unto for to do, until thou be de- 
stroyed, and until thou perish quickly; be- 
cause of the wickedness of thy doings, 
whereby thou hast forsaken me. The Lord 
shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, 
untn he have consumed thee from ofl the 
land, whither thou goest to possess it. The 
Lord shall smite thee with a consumption, 
and with a fever, and with an inflammation, 
and with an extreme burning, and wMi the 
sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; 
and they shaU pursue thee until thou perish. 
And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be 
brass, and the earth that is imder thee shall 
be iron. The Lord shall make the rain of thy 


* From this point to the end of this section we have, according to general opinion, the conclusion of the 
Book of Laws, which was interrupted by the insertion noted. Because there is tmcertainty on the matter 
we have felt at liberty to follow the course adopted. 
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What will the future bring to the children of the White Race? 


land powder and dust: from heaven shall it shalt see. The Lord shall smite thee in the 
come down upon thee, until thou be de~ knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that 
stroyed. cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot 

The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten mito the top of thy head, 
before thine enemies : thou shalt go out one The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king 
way against them, and flee seven ways before which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation 
them: and shalt be removed into all the which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
kingdoms of the earth. And thy carcase shall known ^ and there shalt thou serve other 
be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the gods, wood and stone. And thou shalt be- 
beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray come an astonishment, a proverb, and a by- 
them away. The Lord will smite thee with word, among all nations whither the Lord 
the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, shall lead thee. Thou shalt carry much seed 
and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof out into the field, and shalt gather but little 
thou const not be healed. The Lord shall in 5 for the locust shall consume it. Thou 
smite thee with madness, and blindness, shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but 
and astonishment of heart: and thou shalt shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather 
grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in the grapes; for the worms shall eat them, 
darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all 
ways : and thou shalt be only oppressed and thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself 
spoiled evermore, and no man shall save with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his 
thee. Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another fruit. Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, 
man shall He with her: thou shalt build an but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall 
house, and thou shalt not dwell therein : thou go into captivity. All thy trees and fruit of 
shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather thy land shall the locust consume. The 
the grapes thereof. Thine ox shall be slain stranger that is within thee shall get up above 
before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thee very high; and thou shalt come down 
thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken very low. He shall lend to thee, and thou 
away from before thy face, and shall not be shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, 
restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given and thou shalt be the tail. Moreover all these ■ 
unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none curses shall come upon thee, and shaH pursue | 
to rescue them. Thysonsandthydaughters thee, and overtake thee, till thou be de- *■ 
shall be given unto another people, and thine stroyed; because thou hearkenedst not unto 
eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep his 
all the day long land there shall be no might in commandments and his statutes which he 
thine hand. The fruit of thy land, and ail thy commanded thee: and they shall be upon thee 
labours, shall a nation which thou knowest for a sign and for a wonder, and upon thy 
noteatup; and thou shalt be only oppressed seedforever. 

and crushed alway: so that thou shalt be Because thou servedst not the Lord thy 
mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou God with joyfulness, and with gladness of 
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Will it bring blessing or sorrow to the children of the Black People? 


hearty for the abundance of all things j there- 
fore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the 
Lord shall send against thee^ in hunger, and 
in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all 
things : and he shall put a yoke of iron upon 
thy neck, until he have destroyed thee. The 
Lord shall bring a nation against thee from 
far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the 
eagle fiieth i a nation whose tongue thou shalt 
not understand; a nation of fierce counten- 
ance, wliich shall not regard the person of 
the old, nor shew favour to the yotmg: and 
he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the 
fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: 
which also shall not leave thee either corn, 
winCj or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or 
flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed 
thee. And he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates, until thy high and fenced wails come 
down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all 
thy land : and he shah besiege thee in all thy 
gates throughout all thy land, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee. And thou 
shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the 
flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the 
siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine 
enemies shall distress thee : so that the man 
that is tender among you, and very delicate, 
his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and 
toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the 
remnant of his children which he shall leave : 
so that he will not give to any of them of the 
flesh of his children whom he shall eat: be- 
cause he hath nothing left him in the siege, 
and in the straitness, wherewith thine ene- 
mies shall distress thee in all tliy gates. The 
tender and delicate woman among you, 
which would not adventure to set the sole of 


her foot upon the ground for delicateness 
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward 
the husband of her bosom, and toward her 
son, and toward her daughter, and toward 
her young one that cometh out from between 
her feet, and toward her children which she 
shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of 
all things secretly in the siege and straitness, 
wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in 
thy gates. 

If thou wilt not observe to do all the 
words of this law that are written in this 
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and 
fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; 
then the Lord will make thy plagues wonder- 
ful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great 
plagues, and of long continuance, and sore 
sicknesses, and of long continuance. More- 
over he will bring upon thee all the diseases 
of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of ; and they 
shall cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, 
and every plague, which is not written in the 
book of this law, them will the LORD bring 
upon thee, until thou be destroyed. And ye 
shall be left few in number, whereas ye were 
as the stars of heaven for multitude; because 
thou wouldest not obey tlie voice of the Lord 
thy God. And it shall come to pass, that as 
the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, 
and to multiply you; so the Lord will rejoice 
over you to destroy you, and to bring you to 
nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the 
land whither thou goest to possess it. And 
the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even imto the 
other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and stone. And among 
these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither 



And what is the outlook for young people of the Far East? 


shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the 
Lord shall give thee there a trembling hearty 
and failing of eyeSj and sorrow of mind; and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee^ and 
thou shalt fear day and nighty and shalt have 
none assurance of thy life; in the morning 
thou shalt saya Would God it were even! and 
at even thou shalt say. Would God it were 


morning! for the fear of thine heart where- 
with thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes which thou shalt see. And the Lord 
shall bring thee into Egypt again with ships, 
by the way whereof I spake unto thee, Thou 
shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall 
be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and 
bondwomen, and no man shall buy you. 


GOD’S COVENANT FOR TO-MORROW 

DEUTERONOMY CiMPTESS 29, i— 30. 

Our dread of the future arises from its uncertainty, But^^ saith the Lord:, there is no 
need to he uncertain. The issues lie with Me, You do not know the future^ hut you 
know the Law, It is for you to keep the Law: I shall keep the promises. 


THESE are the words of the covenant, 
which the Lord commanded Moses to make 
with the children of Israel in the land of 
Moab, beside the covenant which he made 
with them in Horeb. 

And^ Moses called unto all Israel, and said 
unto them. Ye have seen all that the Lord 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and 
unto all his land; the great temptations 
which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and 
those great miracles: yet the Lord hath not 
given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, unto this day. And I 
have led you forty years in the wilderness: 
your clothes are not waxen old upon you, 
and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 
Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye 


drunk wine or strong drink: that ye might 
know that I am the Lord your God. And 
when ye came unto this place, Sihon the king 
of Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, 
came out against us imto battle, and we 
smote them: and we took their land, and 
gave it for an inheritance unto the Reuben- 
ites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe 
of Manasseh. Keep therefore the words of 
this covenant, and do them, that ye may 
prosper in all that ye do. 

Ye stand this day all of you before the 
Lord your God; your captains of your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, with all the 
men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, 
and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from 
the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy 
water: that thou shouldest enter into cove- 


I 



The third speech, according to some scholars, begins here, and extends to the middle of p. 233* 




DEUTERONOMY 2 % 12 

nant with the Lord thy God, and into his 
oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with 
thee this day; that he may establish thee to 
day for a people unto himself, and that he 
may be imto thee a God, as he hath said unto 
thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Neither with you only do I make this 
covenant and this oath 5 but with him that 
standeth here with us this day before the 
Lord our God, and also with him that is not 
here with us this day: (for ye know how we 
have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we 
came through the nations which ye passed 
by; and ye have seen their abominations, and 
their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, 
which were among them;) lest there should 
be among you man, or woman, or family, or 
tribe, whose heart turnetli away this day 
from the Lord our God, to go and serve the 
gods of these nations; lest there should be 
among you a root that beareth gall and worm- 
wood; and it come to pass, when he heareth 
the words of this curse, that he bless himself 
in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: the Lord 
will not spare him, but then the anger of the 
Lord and his Jealousy shall smoke against 
that man, and all the curses that are written 
in this book shall lie upon him, and the Lord 
shall blot out his name from under heaven. 
And the Lord shall separate him unto evil 
out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all 
the curses of the covenant that are written in 
this book of the law: so that the generation 
to come of your children that shall rise up 
after you, and the stranger that shall come 
from a far land, shall say, when they see the 
plaguesof that land, and the sicknesses which 
the Lord hath laid upon it; and that the 
whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, 
and burning, that it is not sown, nor 
beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, 
like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomor- 
rah, Admah, and Zebpim, which the Lord 
overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 
even all nations shall say. Wherefore hath 
the Lord done thus unto this land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger ? Then 
men shall say, Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord God of their 
fathers, which he made with them when he 
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt : 
for they went and served other gods, and 
worshipped them, gods whom they knew not. 


and whom he had not given imto them : and 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
this land, to bring upon it all the curses that 
are written in this book : and the Lord rooted 
them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, 
and in great indignation, and cast them into 
another land as it is this day. The secret 
things belong imto the Lord our God: but 
those things which are revealed belong unto 
us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law. 

And it shall come to pass, wheri all these 
things are come upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before thee, and 
thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord 
thy God, and shalt obey his voice according 
to all that I command thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul; that then the Lord thy God will 
turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all 
the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out 
unto the outmost parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee : and the 
Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and 
multiply thee above thy fathers. And the 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live. And the Lord 
thy God will put all these curses upon thine 
enemies, and on them that hate thee, which 
persecuted thee. And thou shalt return and 
obey the voice of the Lord, and do aU his 
commandments which I command thee this 
day. And the Lord thy God will make thee 
plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: 
for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers : if thou 
shalt hearken unto the voice of die Lord thy 
God, to keep his commandments and Ms 
statutes which are written in tMs book of 
the law, and if thou turn unto the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all diy 
soul. 

For tMs commandment wMch I command 
thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, 
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that 








DEUTERONOMY 32 , 23 

I will heap mischiefs upon them 5 
I will spend mine arrows upon them. 
They shall be burnt with hunger, and 
devoured with burning heat, 

And with bitter destruction: 

I will also send the teeth of beasts upon 
them. 

With the poison of serpents of the dust. 
The sword without. 

And terror within, 

Shall destroy both the young man and the 
virgin. 

The suckling also with the man of gray 
hairs. 

I said, I would scatter them into corners, 
I would make the remembrance of them 
to cease from among men: 

Were it not that I feared the wrath of the 
enemy. 

Lest their adversaries should behave 
themselves strangely, 

And lest they should say, Our hand is 
high. 

And the Lord hath not done all this. 

For they are a nation void of counsel. 
Neither is there any imderstanding in them, 
O that they were wise, that they under- 
stood this. 

That they would consider their latter end! 
How should one chase a thousand. 

And two put ten thousand to flight, 
Except their Rock had sold them, 

And the Lord had shut them up ? 

For their rock is not as our Rock, 

Even our enemies themselves being judges. 
For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, 
And of the fields of Gomorrah: 

Their grapes are grapes of gall, 

Their clusters are bitter: 

Their wine is the poison of dragons. 

And the cruel venom of asps. 

Is not this laid up in store with me. 

And sealed up among my treasures? 

To me belongeth vengeance, and recom- 
pence; 

Their foot shall slide in due time: 

For the day of their calamity is at hand. 
And tlie things that shall come upon tliem 
make haste. 

For the Lord shall judge his people. 


And repent himself for his servants. 
When he seeth that their power is gone. 
And there is none shut up, or left. 

And he shall say. Where are their gods. 
Their rock in whom they trusted, 

Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, 
And drank the wine of their drink offer- 
ings? 

Let them rise up and help you, 

And be your protection. 

See now that I, even I, am he. 

And there is no god with me: 

I kill, and I make alive; 

I woimd, and I heal: 

Neither is there any that can deliver out of 
my hand. 

For I lift up my hand to heaven. 

And say, I live for ever. 

If I whet my glittering sword. 

And mine hand take hold on judgment^ 

I will render vengeance to mine enemies. 
And will reward them that hate me, 

I will make mine arrows drunk with 
blood. 

And my sword shall devour flesh; 

And that with the blood of the slain and 
of the captives. 

From the beginning of revenges upon the 
enemy. 

Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: 
For he will avenge the blood of his serv- 
ants, 

And will render vengeance to his adver- 
saries. 

And will be merciful unto his land, and to 
his people. 

Set your Hearts unto the Words 

And Moses came and spake all the words 
of this song in the ears of the people, he, and 
Hoshea the son of Nun.^ And Moses made 
an end of speaking aU these words to all 
Israel: and he said unto them. Set your 
hearts unto all the words which I testify 
among you this day, which ye shall command 
your cliildren to observe to do, all the words 
of this law. For it is not a vain thing for you; 
because it is your life: and through this thing 
ye shall prolong your days in the land, 
whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 


* The name of Joshua before it was changed by Moses. The name he was known by at home and among 
his&iends. Cp. Num. 13, 16. 




Dan is a lion’s whelp; 

He shall leap from Bashan. 

And of Naphtali he said^ 

O Naphtalij satisfied with favour. 

And full with the blessing of the Lord: 
Possess thou the west and the south. 

And of Asher he said^ 

Let Asher be blessed with childrens 
Let him be acceptable to his brethren. 
And let him dip his foot in oil. 

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; 

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 
There is none like unto the God of 
Jeshurim, 

Who rideth upon the heaven in thy help. 
And in his excellency on the sky. 

The eternal God is ;iy refuge, 

And underneath are the everlasting arms: 
And he shall thrust out the enemy from 
before thee; 

And shall say. Destroy them. 

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: 
The fountain of Jacob 
Shall be upon a land of corn and wine; 
Also his heavens shall drop down dew. 
Happy art thou, O Israel: 

Who is like unto thee, O people saved by 
the Lord, 

The shield of thy help. 

And who is the sword of thy excellency! 
And thine enemies shall be found liars 
unto thee; 

And thou shall tread upon their high 
places. 


DEATH OF MOSES 


Deuteronomy 34, 1-12 


And Moses went up from the plains of 
Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top 
of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho, And 
the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of 
Judah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, 
and the plain of the valley of J ericho, the 
city of palm trees, imto Zoar. And the Lord 
said unto him. This is the land which I sware 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
saying, I will give it unto tliy seed: I have 
caused tliee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over thither. So Moses the 
servant of the Lord died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 
And he buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over against Beth-peor: but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. And 


Moses was an hundred and twenty years old 
when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated. Aid the children of 
Israel wept for Moses in tlie plains of Moab 
thirty days: so the days of weeping and 
mourning for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his 
hands upon him: and the children of Israel 
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord 
commanded Moses, And there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face, in ah the 
signs and the wonders, which the Lord sent 
him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
and to all his servants, and to all his land, and 
in ah that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all 
Israel. 


DEUTERONOMY 33, 16 


Let the blessing come upon the head of 
Joseph, 

And upon the top of the head of him that 
was separated from his brethren. 

His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, 
And his horns are like the horns of uni- 
corns: 

With them he shall push the people to- 
gether to the ends of the earth: 

And they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, 

And they are the thousands of Manasseh. 

And of Zebulun he said. 

Rejoice, Zebulim, in thy going out; 

And, Issachar, in thy tents. 

They shall call the people unto the 
mountain; 

There they shall offer sacrifices of right- 
eousness: 

For they shall suck of the abundance of 
the seas. 

And of treasures hid in the sand. 

And of Gad he said. 

Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad; 

He dwelleth as a lion. 

And teareth the arm with the crown of the 
head. 

And he provided the first part for himself. 
Because there, in a portion of the law- 
giver, was he seated; 

And he came with the heads of the people. 
He executed the justice of the Lord, 

And his judgments with Israel. 

And of Dan he said. 
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you rest, and hath given you this land. Your 
wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall 
remain in the land which Moses gave you on 
this side Jordan ; but ye shall pass before your 
brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, 
and help themj until the Lord have given 
your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and 
they also have possessed the land which the 
Lord your God giveth them: then ye shall 
return unto the land of your possession, and 
enjoy it, which Moses the Lord’s servant gave 
you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising. 
And they answered Joshua, saying. All that 
thou commandest us we will do, and whither- 
soever thou sendest us, we will go. According 
as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so 
will we hearken unto thee: only the Lord 
thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses. 
Whosoever he be that doth rebel against 
thy commandment, and will not hearken un- 
to thy words in all that thou commandest 
him, he shall be put to death: only be strong 
and of a good courage. 

Homes on City Walk 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of 
Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying. Go 
view the land, even Jericho. And they went, 
and came into an harlot’s house, named 
Rahab, and lodged there. And it was told 
the king of Jericho, saying. Behold, there 
came men in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country. And the 
king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying. 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which arc entered into thine house : for they 
be come to search out all the country. And 
the woman took the two men, and hid them, 
and said thus. There came men unto me, but 
I wist not whence they were: and it came to 
pass about the time of shutting of the gate, 
when it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I wot not : pursue after 
them qmcklyj for ye shall overtake them. 
But she had brought them up to the roof of 
the house, and hid them with the stalks of 
flax, which she had laid in order upon the 
roof. And the men pursued after them the 
way to Jordan unto the fords : and as soon as 
they which pursued after them were gone 
out, they shut the gate. 

And before they were laid down, she came 
up tmto them upon the roof 5 and she said 
unto the men, I know that the Lord hath 
given you the land, and that your terror is 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants 


of the land faint because of you. For we 
have heard how the Lord dried up the water 
of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt,* and what ye did unto the two kings 
of the Amorites, that were on the other side 
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed. And as soon as we had heard 
these things, our hearts did melt, neither did 
there remain any more courage in any man, 
because of you: for the Lord your God, he 
is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me 
by the Lord, since I have shewed you kind- 
ness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my 
father’s house, and give me a true token: and 
that ye will save alive my father, and my 
mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, 
and all that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death. And the men answered her, Our 
life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. 
And it shall be, when the Lord hath given 
us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly 
with thee. 

Then she let them down by a cord through 
the window: for her house was upon the 
town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 
And she said rmto them. Get you to the 
mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and 
hide yourselves there three days, until the 
pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way. And the men said unto her, 
We will be blameless of this thine oath which 
thou hast made us swear. Behold, when we 
come into the land, thou shalt bind this line 
of scarlet thread in the window which thou 
didst let us down by : and thou shalt bring 
thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, 
and all thy father’s household, home unto 
thee. And it shall be, that whosoever shall 
go out of the doors of thy house into the 
street, his blood shall be upon his head, and 
we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be 
with thee in the house, his blood shall be on 
our head, if any hand be upon him. And if 
thou utter this our business, then we will be 
quit of thine oath which thou hast made us 
to swear. And she said, According unto your 
words, so be it. And she sent them away^ 
and they departed: and she bound the scarlet 
line in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the moiin- 
tain, and abode there three days, until the 
pursuers were returned: and the pursuers 
sought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. So the two men returned, 
and descended from the mountain, and 
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CONQUEST OF THE LAND 

FROM FORTIFIED CITIES TO OPEN FARMSTEADS 


Homes, like Rahab's, were built on city walls 


passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Lord hath delivered into our hands all 
Ntm, and told him all things that befell the land; for even all the inhabitants of the 
them; and they said imto Joshua, Truly the country do faint because of us. 


JOSHUA CHAPTERS 3, 1—5, IS 

We mmt look at the end of the book if we would understand arishi the beginning. Other- 
wise we might think, from the list of IsraeVs campaigns, that there is nothing more in the 
story than the triumphs of God's people in battle. But when we see the conquerors divid- 
ing the land for the settlement of the tribes, instead of applying themselves to the fortifica- 
tion of the territory they had won, we can see their reason for reducing to a heap of ruins 
all the fortified cities they had taken, and for threatening with a curse any one who 
should attempt to rebuild them. 

AND Joshua rose early in the morning; and the ark of the covenant of the Lom) your 
they removed from Shittim, and came to God, and the priests the Devites bearing it, 
Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and then ye shall remove from your place, and 
lodged there before they passed over. And go after it. Yet there shall be a space between 
it to pass after three days, that the you and it, about two thousand cubits by 

officers went through the host; and they measure: come not near unto it, that ye may 
commanded the people, saying. When ye see know the way by which ye must go; for ye 

: ■ ' 241 ' 
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have not passed this way heretofore. And 
Joshua said unto the people^ Sanctify your- 
selves: for to morrow the Lord will do won- 
ders among you. And Joshua spake unto the 
priests, saying. Take up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and pass over before the people. And 
they took up the ark of the covenant, and 
went before the people. 

And the Loud said unto Joshua, This day 
will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of 
all Israel, that they may know that, as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee. And 
thou shalt command the priests that bear the 
ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are 
come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan. And Joshua said 
unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and 
hear the words of the Lord your God, And 
Joshua said. Hereby ye shall know that the 
living God is among you, and that he will 
without fail drive out from before you the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and 
the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth passeth over before you into Jordan. 
Now therefore take you twelve men out of 
the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. 
And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles 
the feet of the priests that bear the ark of 
the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of 
Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that 
come down from above 5 and they shall stand 
upon an heap. 

it came to pass, when the people re- 
tnoved from their tents, to pass over Jor- 
dan, and the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant before the people; and as they that 
bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests that bare the ark were 
dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan 
overfloweth all his banks all the time of 
harvest,) that the waters which came down 
from above stood and rose up upon an heap 
very far from the city Adam, that is beside 
Zaretan; and those that came down toward 
the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, 
and were cut off: and the people passed over 
right against Jericho. And the priests that 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
stood firm on dry groxmd in the midst of 
Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on 


dry ground, until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan. 

Historic Monuments 
And it came to pass, when ail the people 
were clean passed over Jordan, that the Lord 
spake unto Joshua, saying. Take you twelve 
men out of the people, out of every tribe a 
man, and command ye them, saying. Take 
you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of 
the place where the priests’ feet stood firm, 
twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over 
with you, and leave them in the lodging 
place, where ye shall lodge this night. Then 
Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had 
prepared of the children of Israel, out of 
every tribe a man: and Joshua said unto 
them. Pass over before the ark of the Lord 
your God into the midst of Jordan, and take 
ye up every man of you a stone upon his 
shoulder, according unto the number of the 
tribes of the children of Israel: that this may 
be a sign among you, that when your children 
ask their fathers in time to come, saying. 
What mean ye by these stones? Then ye 
shall answer them. That the waters of Jordan 
were cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord ; when it passed over Jordan, 
the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these 
stones shall be for a memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Israel for ever.* 

And the children of Israel did so as 
Joshua commanded, and took up twelve 
stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the 
Lord spake unto Joshua, according to the 
number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them unto the 
place where they lodged, and laid them down 
there. And Joshua set up twelve stones in 
the midst of Jordan, in the place where the 
feet of the priests which bare the ark of the 
covenant stood: and they are there unto this 
day. For the priests which bare the ark stood 
in the midst of Jordan, until every tiling was 
finished that the Lord commanded Joshua 
to speak unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and the 
people hasted and passed over. And it came 
to pass, when all the people were clean passed 
over, that the ark of the Lord passed over> 
and the priests, in the presence of the people. 
And the children of Reuben, and the chil- 
dren of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, 

* We cannot look upon the stones which reverent hands took from the river-bed and made into a circle to 
mark the spot where Israels feet first trod the holy ground, but we may linger for a moment to honour the 
the Promised Land, for the Tabernacle remained here until it was erected at Shiloh, 




aillilii 

liililBii 


REVELATION AND ROMANCE OF CONQUEST 

JOSHUA CHAPTERS 6/1—1% 24. 

Every nation has its tales of heroism and romance^ and^ like Israel^ points with pride to 
the scenes of its early conquests. But there is more than national glory here. It is the 
story of the horde's warfare^ not many's. Men are slain only because in those days there 
seemed to be no other way of getting rid of the evils which were corrupting the land. 
The attacks were primarily directed not against men^ but against the things that were 
destroying meuy against false gods and dehumanizing practices. 

As time goes on the children of God get clearer ideas of the dangers which threaten 
the well-being and destiny of humanity^ and a new kind of warfare:, which is not against 
flesh andbloodybut against everything that is wrong and false:, iniquitous and injurious 
to the life and spirit ofman^ is slowly becoming defined. In recent years it has had such 
captains as Lister and Pasteur. For it is a war to save life:, not destroy it:, <^^d is the war:, 
the only war:, to which the God of Battles now calls His warriors. The spirit of heroism 
which makes the pages of history gleam with splendour is still alive. It is part of our 
human heritage. But:, alas, to-day it is not always enlisted in the Lord^s cause, or fight- 
ing under His banner. 


Fall of Jericho 

NOW Jericho was straitly shut up because 
of the children of Israel: none went out^ and 
none came in. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty 
men of valour. And ye shall compass the 
city, all ye men of war, and go round about 
the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 
And seven priests shall bear before the ark 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the 
seventh day ye shall compass the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets. And it shall come to pass, that 
when they make a long blast with the ram- s 
horn, and when ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, all the people shall shout with a 
great shouts and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall ascend up 
every man straight before him. And Joshua 
the son of Hun called the priests, and said 
unto them. Take up the ark of the covenant, 
and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord. And 
he said unto the people. Pass on, and com- 
pass the city, and let him that is armed pass 
on before the ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when Joshua had 
spoken unto the people, that the seven priests 
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the Lord, and blew with 
the trumpets : and the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord followed them. And the armed 


men went before the priests that blew with 
the trumpets, and the rereward came after 
the ark, the priests going on, and blowing 
with the trumpets. And Joshua had com- 
manded the people, saying. Ye shall not 
shout, nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out of your 
mouth, imtil the day I bid you shout, then 
shall ye shout. So the ark of the Lord com- 
passed the city, going about it once: and 
they came into the camp, and lodged in the 
camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, 
and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 
And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord went 
on continually, and blew with the trumpets: 
and the armed men went before them; but 
the rereward came after the ark of the Lord, 
the priests going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. And the second day they com- 
passed the city once, and returned into the 
camp : so they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that they rose early about the dawning of the 
day, and compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that day they 
compassed the city seven times. And it came 
to pass at the seventh time, when the priests 
blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people. Shout; for the Lord hath given 
you the city. And the city shall be accursed, 
even it, and all that are therein, to the Lord : 
only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and aU 







JOSHUA 7 , 13 

thing in the midst of thee^ O Israel: thou 
canst not stand before thine enemies, until 
ye take away the accursed thing from among 
you. In the morning therefore ye shall be 
brought according to your tribes : and it shall 
bCi* that the tribe which the Lord taketh shall 
come according to the families thereof 5 and 
the family which the Lord shall take shall 
come by households; and the household 
which the Lord shall take shall come man 
by man. And it shall be, that he that is 
taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt 
with fire, he and all that he hath: because 
he hath transgressed the covenant of the 
LorD:> and because he hath wrought folly in 
Israel. 

So Joshua rose up early in the morning, 
and brought Israel by their tribes; and the 
tribe of Judah was taken: and he brought 
the family of Judah; and he took the family 
of the Zarhites: and he brought the family 
of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was 
taken: and he brought his household man by 
man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, tlie son 
of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, was taken. And Joshua said unto 
Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to 
the Lord God of Israel, and make confession 
unto him; and tell me now what thou hast 
done; hide it not from me. And Achan 
answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have 
sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done: when I saw 
among the spoils a goodly Babylonish gar- 
ment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, 
they are hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it. 

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran 
unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his 
tent, and the silver under it. And they took 
them out of the midst of the tent, and brought 
them unto Joshua, and uinto all the children 
of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. 
And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took 
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and 
the garment, and die wedge of gold, and his 
sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and 
his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all 
that he had : and they brought them unto the 
valley of Achor. And Joshua said. Why hast 
tliou troubled us? tlie Lord shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned him 
with stones, and burned them with fire, after 
they had stoned them with stones* And they 


raised over him a great heap of stones unto 
this day. So the Lord turned from the 
fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name 
of that place was called. The valley of Achor, 
imto this day. 

Conquest of Ai 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear not, 
neither be thou dismayed: take ail the people 
of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: see, 
I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, 
and his people, and his city, and his land: 
and thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou 
didst unto Jericho and her king: only the 
spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall 
ye take for a prey unto yourselves : lay thee 
an ambush for the city behind it. 

So Joshua arose, and ail the people of 
war, to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose 
out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, 
and sent them away by night. And he com- 
manded them^ saying. Behold, ye shall lie in 
wait against the city, even behind the city: 
go not very far from the city, but be ye all 
ready: and I, and all the people that are with 
me, will approach unto the city; and it shall 
come to pass, when they come out against 
us, as at the first, that we will flee before 
them, (for they will come out after us) till we 
have drawn them from the city; for they will 
say, They flee before us, as at the first: there- 
fore we will flee before them. Then ye shall 
rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the 
city: for the Lord your God will deliver it 
into your hand. And it shall be, when ye 
have taken the city, that ye shall set the city 
on fire: according to the commandment of 
the Lord shall ye do. See, I have com- 
manded you. Joshua therefore sent them 
forth: and they went to lie in ambush, and 
abode between Beth-ei and Ai, on the west 
side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night 
among the people. 

And Joshua rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and numbered the people, and went up, 
he and the elders of Israel, before the people 
to Ai. And all the people, even the people of 
war that were with him, went up, and drew 
nigh, and came before the city, and pitched 
on the north side of Ai: now there was a 
valley between them and Ai. And he took 
about five thousand men, and set them to lie 
in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, on the 
west side of the city. And when tliey had 
set the people, even all the host that was on 
the north of die city, and their liers in wait 
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TELLING A ROMANTIC TALE OF LONG-FORGOTTEN WARS 

Castles belong to the past, to the age of conquest, to the time when the nations of the 
Western World were young, and fighting was the order of the day— to the time when war 
did not do violence to the wisdom and conscience of mankind, as it does now. We are 
reminded of these bygone days as we read the Book of foshua. 
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on the west of the city^ Joshua went that with he stretched out the spear^ until he had 
night into the midst of the valley. And it utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of 4^. 
came to pass^ when the king of Ai saw it, Only the cattle and the spoil of that city 
that they hasted and rose up early, and the Israel took for a prey unto themselves, ac- 
men of the city went out against Israel to cording unto the word of the Lord which he 
battle, he and all his people, at a time commanded Joshua. And Joshua burnt Ai, 
appointed, before the plains but he wist not and made it an heap for ever, even a desola- 
that there were liers in ambush against him tion imto this day. And the king of Ai he 
behind the city. And Joshua and all Israel hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon 
made as ifthey were beaten before them, and as the sim was down, Joshua commanded 
fled by the way of the wilderness. And all that they should take his carcase down from 
the people that were in Ai were called to- the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate 
gether to pursue after them: and they pur- of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of 
sued after Joshua, and were drawn away stones, that remaineth unto this day. 
from the city. And there was not a man left 

in Ai or Beth-ei, that went not out after In the Heart of the Country 

Israel: and they left the city open, and pur- xhen Joshua buHt an altar unto the Lord 
sued rfter Israel. God of Israel in mount Ebal,' as Moses 

And the Lora said «“to Joshua, Stretch Lora commanded the 

out the spear ^t is m thy hrad toward Ai; ^^Lrael, as it is written in the book 

for I will give It mto thine hand Joshua ^ ^ 

stretched out the spe^ Aat he had in his 
hand toward the city, the ambush arose 

quickly out^of their place, they ran as Lora, and sacrificed peace offerings. And 
soon as he had stretched out Ins hand: and ^ 

ffiey entered into the city,, and took it, rad jaw of Moses, which he wrote in the presence 

hasted and set lhe cityonfire And when the Lrael. And all Israel, rad 

behmd ffiem, they saw, ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ 

rad, behold, the^smoke of^e city ascended ^ 3^^^’ 

up to heaven, rad they had no power to flee , „ . . . t evites which bare the 

this way or that way: rad the people that ° , f “ priests me ^evites, wnicn oare me 

fled to the wildemesa turned back upon the covenant of the Lora, as weU the 

pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel “ 

saw that the ambiish had taken the citv and them over agamst mount Gerizim, 

saw mat me ^Dusn naa mKen me city, ana ^ j ^ ^ over against mount Ebal; 

that the smoke of the aty ascended, then ^ „ Lora had com- 

they turned again, rad slew the men of Ai. before that thw shS bless the 

And the other i<;<!ued out of the citv affamqt oeiore, max mcy buouiu Dxcbs> xac 

1 tL people of Israel. And afterward he read ail 

txiem; so they were in me midst or Israel, f, j i 1.1 • 

c.;aJ. the words of the law, the blessmgs and curs- 
some on this side, and some on that side: . ^ ^ . - 

ings, accotdmg to all that IS written m the 
ana they smote them, so that they let none . 1 , rr.i ^ 3 n 

of them remain or escape. And the king There was not a word of aU 

of Ai they took alive, and brought him to co™ded, which Joshua read 

Toshua ^ not before all the congregation of Israel, 

And’it came to pass, when Israel had women, and the Httle ones, and 

made an end of slaying all the inhabirrats of conversant among 

Ai in the field, in 

they chased them, and when they were all ^ ^ 

faUen on the edge of the sword, untiU Opposing Forces 

were consumed, that all the Israelites re- And it came to pass, when all the kings 
turned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, 
of the sword. And so it was, that aU that fell and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the 
that day, both of men and women, were great sea over agamst Lebanon, the Hittite, 
twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai. and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Feriz- 
For Joshua drew not his hand back, where- zite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard 

* Even if this paragraph is out of place here, as some hold, it is certain that such constructive work as it 
outlines must follow the destructive work which precedes it, if progress is to be made. 
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were mighty. Wherefore Adoni-zedek king 
of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of He- 
bron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, 
and unto Japhia long of Lachish, and unto 
Debit king of Eglon, saying. Come up unto 
me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: 
for it hath made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. Therefore the five 
kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, 
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered 
themselves together, and went up, they and 
all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, 
and made war against it. 

And tlie men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua 
to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy 
hand from thy servants; come up to us 
quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in the 
mountains are gathered together against us. 
So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all 
the people of war with him, and all the 
mighty men of valour. And the Lord said 
unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have de- 
livered them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee. Joshua 
therefore came unto them suddenly, and 
went up from Gilgal all night. And the Lord 
discomfited them before Israel, and slew 
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and 
chased them along the way that goeth up to 
Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, and 
unto Makkedah. And it came to pass, as 
they fled from before Israel, and were in the 
going down to Beth-horon, that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heaven upon 
them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more which died with hailstones than they 
whom the children of Israel slew with the 
sword. 

Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel, and he said in 
the sight of Israel, 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; 

And thou. Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 
And the stm stood still, and the moon 
stayed,^ 

Until the people had avenged themselves 
upon their enemies. 

Is not this written in the book of Jasher ? 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven. 


and hasted not to go down about a whole 
day. And there was no day like that before 
it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for 
Israel. 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with 
him, unto the camp to Gilgal, 

But these five kings fied, and hid them- 
selves in a cave at Makkedah. And it was 
told Joshua, saying. The five kings are found 
hid in a cave at Makkedah. And Joshua said, 
Roil great stones upon the mouth of the cave, 
and set men by it for to keep them: and stay 
ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and 
smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not 
to enter into their cities: for the Lord your 
God hath delivered them into your hand. 
And it came to pass, when Joshua and the 
children of Israel had made an end of slay- 
ing them with a very great slaughter, till they 
were consumed, that the rest which remained 
of them entered into fenced cities. And all 
the people returned to the camp to Joshua at 
Makkedah in peace : none moved his tongue 
against any of the children of Israel. 

Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the 
cave, and bring out those five kings unto 
me out of the cave. And they did so, and 
brought forth those five kings unto him out 
of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of 
Lachish, and the king of Eglon. And it came 
to pass, when they brought out those kings 
unto Joshua, that Joshua called for ail the 
men of Israel, and said unto the captains of 
the men of war which went with him. Come 
near, put your feet upon the necks of these 
kings. And they came near, and put their 
feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua 
said unto them. Fear not, nor be dismayed, 
be strong and of good courage: for thus shall 
the Lord do to all your enemies against 
whom ye fight. And afterward Joshua smote 
them, and slew them, and hanged them on 
five trees: and they were hanging upon the 
trees until the evening. And it came to pass 
at the time of the going down of the sun, that 
Joshua commanded, and they took them 
down off the trees, and cast them into the 
cave wherein they had been hid, and laid 
great stones in the cave's mouth, which re- 
main until this very day. 


Obviouslya from its literary form, a poetical way of saying; It was a long day — ^as many a day of battle 
seems when the issue is uncertain — but it was long because Joshua would not give in. He would not accept 
or admit defeat. While the day lasted he would fight on. Indeed he preferred the day to be lengthened rather 
than that the battle should be lost or undesided. 
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as Moses the servant of the Lord com- 
manded, But as for the cities that stood still 
in their strength, Israel burned none of them, 
save Hazor only; that did Joshua bum. And 
all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the 
children of Israel took for a prey unto them- 
selves; but every man they smote with the 
edge of the sword, until they had destroyed 
them, neither left they any to breathe. As 
the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so 
did Moses command Joshua, and so did 
Joshua ; he left nothing undone of all that the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

Summary of Conquests 

So Joshua took all that land, the hiHs, and 
all the south country, and all the land of 
Goshen, and the valley, and the plain, and 
the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the 
same ; even from the mount Halak, that goeth 
up to Seir, even tmto Baal-gad in the valley 
of Lebanon under mount Herxnon: and all 
their kings he took, and smote them, and 
slew them. Joshua made war a long time 
with all those kings. There was not a city 
that made peace with the children of Israel, 
save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: 
all other they took in battle. For it was of 
the Lord to harden their hearts, that they 
should come against Israel in battle, that he 
might destroy them utterly, and that they 
might have no favour, but that he might de- 
stroy them, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

i^d at that time came Joshua, and cut 
off the Anakims from the mountains, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from 
all the mountains of Judah, and from all the 
mountains of Israel : Joshua destroyed them 
utterly with their cities. There was none of 
the Anakims left in the land of the children 
of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ash- 
dod, there remained. So Joshua took the 
whole land, according to all that the Lord 
said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance unto Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes. And the land rested 
from war. 

Victories in the East 

Now these are the kings of the land, which 
the children of Israel smote, and possessed 
their land on the other side Jordan toward 
the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon 
unto mount Hermon, and all the plain on the 
east: Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 


in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is 
upon the baiik of the river Arnon, and from 
the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, 
even unto the river Jabbok, which is the bor- 
der of the children of Ammon; and from the 
plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, 
and tmto the sea of the plain, even the salt 
sea on the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; 
and from the south, under Ashdoth-pisgah: 
and the coast of Og king of Bashan, which 
was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt 
at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, and reigned in 
mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all 
Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites 
and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the 
border of Sihon king of Heshbon. Them did 
Moses the servant of the Lord and the chil- 
dren of Israel smite: and Moses the servant 
of the Lord gave it for a possession mto the 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh. 

Victories in the West 
And these are the kings of the country 
which Joshua and the children of Israel smote 
on this side Jordan on the west, from Baal- 
gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the 
moimt Halak, that goeth up to Seir; which 
Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a 
possession according to their divisions; in 
the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the 
plains, and in the springs, and in the wilder- 
ness, and in the south country; the Hittites, 
the Amorites, and the Ganaanites, the Periz- 
zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: the 
king of Jericho, one ; the king of Ai, which is 
beside Beth-el, one; the king of Jerusalem, 
one; the king of Hebron, one; the king of 
Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; the 
king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 
the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, 
one; the king of Hormah, one; the long of 
Arad, one; the king of Libnah, one; the king 
of Adullam, one; the king of Makkedah, one; 
the king of Beth-ei, one; the king of Tap- 
puah, one; the king of Hepher, one; the king 
of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 
the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, 
one; the king of Shimron-meron, one; the 
king of Achshaph, one; the king of Taanach, 
one; the king of Megiddo, one; the king of 
Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Car- 
mel, one; the king of Dor in the coast of Dor, 
one; the king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 
the king of Tirzah, one; all the kings thirty 
and one. 





GIVING TO THE COMMON LAND FRUITFULNESS AND BEAUTY 
ter conauest of the land comes its cultivation and development In the order 
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HOMELANDS ON THE HORIZON 

REVELATION FOR THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 

JOSHUA CHAPTERS 13, i— 21, 45 

When Joshm divided this strip of common land, which in its physical features was 
representative of all countries, he was giving the world, in the form of a little model, the 
divine pattern for the possession of the earth. He was putting before people who were 
accustomed to the military occupation of a country, a new ideal— a vision of the earth 
divided into homelands for the races of mankind: where men, turning from war to work 
in quest of a livelihood, would find at their doors a Land of Promise. 

There was land enough far all. Each should have a share, and, as the example points 
out, each share had to he suited to the size and temperament of the people inheriting it. 
The shares were not to be fought for. They had to be allocated by lot before God in His 
Sanctuary; this meant the allotment had to be made according to the will of God. In 
other words, it had to be just and right. Requests could be made, and were to be seriously 
considered. No one, for instance, would think it fair to offer cm old man a mountain as 
his share, but when the aged Caleb asked for this as his portion, it seems only right that 
his courage should be honoured. And when the sons of Joseph asked for an additional 
portion they were shown a mountain forest that needed clearing. 

It was not so much a possession that was to be divided as a responsibility that was 
to be shared. The gift of the land was a sacred trust. The country had to be cleared, 
cultivated, and developed. It had to be made into a habitable and profitable homeland. 
And, what was no less important in the revelation, the different people inheriting the 
homelands of the earth were to look upon each other as brothers. 


N! 


OW Joshua was old and stricken 
in years ; and the Lord said unto 
hiiny Thou art old and stricken in 
yearsa and there remaineth yet 
very much land to be possessed. This is the 
land that yet remaineth: all the borders of 
the Philistines^ and all Geshuri, from Sihoty 
which is before Egypty even unto the borders 
of Ekron northward, which is counted to the 
Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the 
GazathiteSy and the Ashdothitesy the Eshka- 
lonitesy the GittiteSy and the Ekronites; also 
the Avites: from the south, all the land of the 
Canaanitesy and Mearah that is beside the 
Sidoniansy unto Aphek, to the borders of 
the Amorites: and the land of the Giblites, 
and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from 
Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the 
mteting into Hamath. All the inhabitants 
of the hill country from Lebanon unto 
Misrephoth-maim, and ail the Sidonians, 
them will I drive out from before the children 
of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the 
Israelites for an inheritance, as I have com- 


manded thee. How therefore divide this land 
for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, with whom the 
Reubenites and the Gadites have received 
their inheritance, which Moses gave them, 
beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses the 
servant of the Lord gave them; from Aroer, 
that is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and 
the city that is in the midst of the river, and 
all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon; and all 
the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which reigned in Heshbon, unto the border 
of the children of Ammon; and Gilead, and 
the border of the Geshurites and Maacha- 
thites, and all mount Hermon, and ail Bashan 
unto Salcah ; all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, 
which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, 
who remained of the remnant of the giants: 
for these did Moses smite, and cast them out. 
Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled 
not the Geshurites, nor the MaachatMtes: 
but the Geshurites and the Maachathites 
dwell among the Israelites until this day. 
Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none 
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Surely t±ie land whereon thy feet have trod- 
den shall be thine inheritance^ and thy chil- 
dren's for ever, because thou hast wholly 
followed the Lord my God. And now, be- 
hold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said, 
these forty and five years, even since the 
Lord spake this word unto Moses, while the 
children of Israel wandered in the wilder- 
ness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore 
and five years old. As yet I am as strong this 
day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: 
as my strength was then, even so is my 
strength now, for war, both to go out, and to 
come in. Now therefore give me this mount- 
ain, whereof the Lord spake in that day; for 
thou heardest in that day how the Anakims 
were there, and that the cities were great and 
fenced: if so be the Lord will be with me, 
then I shall be able to drive them out, as the 
Lord said. 

And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an 
inheritance. Hebron therefore became the 
inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
the Kenezite unto this day, because that he 
wholly followed the Lord God of Israel. 
And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath- 
arba; which Arba was a great man among 
the Anakims. And the land had rest from 


Land of Judah 

This then was the lot of the tribe of the 
children of Judah by their families; even to 
the border of Edom the wilderness of Zin 
southward was the uttermost part of tlie 
south coast. And their south border was 
the shore of the salt sea, from tlie bay 
that looketh southward: and it went out to 
south side to Maaleh-aerabbim, and 
passed along to Zin, and ascended up on the 
south side unto Kadesh-barnea, and passed 
along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and 
a compass to Karkaa: from thence 
toward Azmon, and went out unto 
the river of Egypt ; and the goings out of that 
coast were at the sea : this shall be your south 
coast. And the east border was the salt sea, 
even unto the end of Jordan. And their bor- 
der in the north quarter was from the bay of 
the sea at the uttermost part of Jordan: and 
the border went up to Beth-hogla, and passed 
along by the north of Beth-arabah; and tire 
border went up to the stone of Bohan the son 
of Reuben: and the border went up toward 
Debir from the valley of Achor, and so north- 


ward, looking toward Gilgal, that is before 
the going up to Adummim, which is on the 
south side of the river: and the border passed 
toward the waters of En-shemesh, and the 
goings out thereof were at En-rogel : and the 
border went up by the valley of the son of 
Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; 
the same is Jerusalem: and the border went 
up to the top of the mountain that iieth be- 
fore the valley of Hinnom westward, which 
is at the end of the valley of the giants north- 
ward: and the border was drawn from the 
top of the hill unto the fountain of the water 
of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of 
mount Ephron; and the border was drawn 
to Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim: and the 
border compassed from Baalah westward 
unto mount Seir, and passed along xmto the 
side of mount Jearim, which is Chesalon, on 
the north side, and went down to Beth- 
shemesh, and passed on to Timnah: and the 
border went out unto the side of Ekron north- 
ward: and the border was drawn to Shicron, 
and passed along to mount Baalah, and went 
out xmto Jabneel; and the goings out of the 
border were at the sea. Amd the west border 
was to the great sea, and the coast thereof. 
This is the coast of the children of Judah 
round about according to their families. 

And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he 
gave a part among the children of Judah, 
according to the commandment of the Lord 
to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of 
Anak, winch city is Hebron. And Caleb 
drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, 
and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak. And he went up thence to the inhabi- 
tants of Debir; and the name of Debir before 
was Kirjath-sepher. And Caleb said. He 
that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, 
to him will I give Achsah my daughter to 
wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the 
brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter to wife. And it came to 
pass, as she came unto him, that she moved 
him to ask of her father a field: and she 
lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, 
What wouldest thou? Who answered, Give 
me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south 
land; give me also springs of water^ And he 
gave her the upper springs, and the nether 
springs. 

This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Judah according to their families. 

And the uttermost cities of the tribe of 
the children of Judah toward the coast of 





Warrior becomes worker: to clear the ground he has won 


the north, and in Issachar on the east. And 
Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Beth- 
shean and her towns, and Ibleam and her 
towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and her 
towns, and the inhabitants of En-dor and 
her towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach 
and her towns, and the inhabitants of Megid- 
do and her towns, even three countries. Yet 
the children of Manasseh could not drive 
out the inhabitants of those cities; but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. Yet it 
came to pass, when the children of Israel 
were waxen strong, that they put the Canaan- 
ites to tribute; but did not utterly drive 
them out. 

A Special Request 

And the children of Joseph spake unto 
Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given me but 
one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I 
am a great people, forasmuch as the Lorb 
hath blessed me hitherto? And Joshua an- 
swered tliem. If thou be a great people, then 
get thee up to the wood country, and cut 
down^ for thyself there in tlie land of the 
Perizzites and of the giants, if moimt E- 
phraim be too narrow for thee. And the chil- 
dren of Joseph said. The hill is not enough 
for us: and ail the Canaanites that dwell in 
the land of the valley have chariots of iron, 
both they who are of Beth-shean and her 
towns, and they who are of the valley of 
JezreeL And Joshua spake unto the house of 
Joseph, even to Epliraim and to Manasseh, 

* It is as miich our duty in these days to plant trees as it was the duty of die Josephites to cut down the thick 
forests. The work may be difFerentj but the object is the same — to beautify and enrich the land. 
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the son of Joseph by their families. But 
Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manas- 
seh, had no sons, but daughters : and these 
are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and 
Noah, Hogiah, Milcah, and Tirzah. And 
they came near before Eleazar the priest, 
and before Joshua the son of Nun, and be- 
fore the princes, saying. The Lord com- 
manded Moses to give us an inheritance 
among our brethren. Therefore according 
to the commandment of the Lord he gave 
them an inheritance among the brethren of 
their father. And there fell ten portions to 
Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and 
Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan; 
because the daughters of Manasseh had an 
inheritance among his sons: and the rest of 
Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead. 

And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher 
to Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem; 
and the border went along on the right hand 
unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah. Now 
Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but 
Tappuah on the border of Manasseh be- 
longed to the children of Ephraim; and the 
coast descended unto the river Kanii, south- 
ward of the river: these cities of Ephraim 
are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast 
of Manasseh also was on the north side of 
the river, and the outgoings of it were at the 
sea: soudiward it was Ephraim*s, and north- 
ward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea is his 
border; and they met together in Asher on 
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Tribe of Simeon 

And the second lot came forth to Simeon^ 
even for the tribe of the children of Simeon 
according to their families: and their in- 
heritance was within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah. And they had in their 
inheritance Beer-sheba^ or Sheba^ and Mola- 
dah:> and Hazar-shual^ and Balah^ and Aaem^ 
and Eltoladj and Bethul, and Hormah^ and 
Ziklags and Beth-marcaboth^ and Hazar- 
susah, and Beth-lebaoth^ and Sharuhen ; thir- 
teen cities and their villages: Ain, Remmon, 
and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their 
villages ; and all the villages that were round 
about these cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of 
the south. This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Simeon according 
to their families. Out of the portion of the 
children of Judah was the inheritance of the 
children of Simeon: for the part of the chil- 
dren of Judah was too much for them: 
therefore the children of Simeon had their 
inheritance within the inheritance of them. 


And the third lot came up for the children 
of Zebulun according to their families: and 
the border of their inheritance was unto 
Sarid: and their border went up toward the 
sea, and Maralah, and reached to Dabba- 
sheth, and reached to the river that is before 
Jokneam; and turned from Sarid eastward 
toward the sunrising unto the border of Chis- 
loth-tabor, and then goeth out to Daberath, 
and goeth up to Japhia, and from thence 
passeth on along on the east to Gittah-hepher, 
to Ittah-kazin, and goeth out to Remmon- 
methoar to Neah^ and the border compasseth 
it on the north side to Hannathon: and the 
outgoings thereof are in the valley of Jiph- 
thah-el: and Kattath, and Nahallal, and 
Shimron, and Idalah, and Beth-lehem : twelve 
cities with their villages . This is the inherit- 
ance of the children of Zebulun according to 
their families, these cities with their villages. 


And the fourtli lot came out to Issachar, 
for the children of Issachar according to 
their families. And their border was toward 
Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shimem, and 
Hapharaim, and Shion, and Anaharath, and 
Rabbith, and Kishion, and Abez, and Remeth, 
and En-gannim, and En-haddah, and Beth- 
pazzez; and the coast reacheth to Tabor, and 


Shahazimah, and Beth-shemesh ; and the out- 
goings of their border were at Jordan : sixteen 
cities with their villages. This is the inherit- 
ance of the tribe of the children of Issachar 
according to their families, the cities and their 
villages. 

Asher 

And the fifth lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Asher according to their 
families. And their border was Heikath, 
and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph, and 
Alammelech, and Amad, and Mishealj and 
reacheth to Carmel westward, and to Shihor- 
libnath; and turneth toward the sunrising to 
Beth-dagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and 
to the valley of Jiphthah-el toward the north 
side of Beth-emek, and Neiei, and goeth out 
to Cabul on the left hand, and Hebron, and 
Rehob, and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto 
great Zidon; and then the coast turneth to 
Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre; and the 
coast turneth to Hosah; and the outgoings 
thereof are at the sea from the coast to Ach- 
zib : Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob : 
twenty and two cities with their villages. 
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Asher according to their families, 
these cities with their villages. 

Naphtali 

The sixth lot came out to the children of 
Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali 
according to their families. And their coast 
was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaanannim, 
and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto La- 
kum; and the outgoings thereof were at Jor- 
dan: and then the coast turneth westward to 
Aznoth-tabor, and goeth out from thence to 
Hukkok, and reacheth to Zebulun on the 
south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west 
side, and to Judah upon Jordan toward the 
sunrising. And the fenced cities are Ziddim, 
Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinne- 
reth, and Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor, 
and Kedesh, and Edrei, and En-hazor, and 
Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth- 
anath, and Beth-shemesh; nineteen cities 
with their villages. This is the inheritance 
of the tribe of the children of Naphtali 
according to their families, the cities and 
their villages, 

Dan 

And the seventh lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Dan according to their 


Zebulun 


Issachar 
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families. And the coast of their inheritance 
was Zoxah and Eshtaol^ and Ir-shemesh:, 
and Shaalabbin, and Ajalon 3 and Jethlah^ 
and Elon^ and Thimnathah, and Ekron^ and 
Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and Baaiath, and 
Jehud, and Bene-berak^ and Gath-rimmon. 
and Me-jarkon^ and Rakkon^ with the border 
before Japho. And the coast of the children 
of Dan went out too little for them : therefore 
the children of Dan went up to fight against 
Leshem, and took it, and smote it with the 
edge of the sword, and possessed it, and 
dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after 
the name of Dan their father. This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the children of 
Dan according to their families, these cities 
with their villages. 

Joshua^ s Inheritance 

When they had made an end of dividing 
the land for inheritance by their coasts, the 
children of Israel gave an inheritance to 
Joshua the son of Nun among them: accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord they gave him 
the city which he asked, even Tirnnath-serah 
in moxmt Ephraim; and he built the city, 
and dwelt therein. 

These are the inheritances, which Eleazar 
the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, 
and the heads of the fathers of the tribes 
of the children of Israel, divided for an in- 
heritance by lot in Shiloh before the Lord, 
at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. So they made an end of dividing 
the country. 

Cities of Refuge 

The Lord also spake unto Joshua, saying, 
Speak to the children of Israel, saying. Ap- 
point out for you cities of refuge, whereof I 
spake unto you by the hand of Moses: that 
the slayer that killeth any person unawares 
and unwittingly may flee thither: and they 
shall be your refuge from the avenger of 
blood. And when he that doth flee unto one 
of those cities shall stand at the entering of 
the gate of the city, and shall declare his 
cause in the ears of the elders of that city, 
they shall take him into the city unto them, 
and give him a place, that he may dwell 
among them. And if the avenger of blood 
pursue after him, then they shall not deliver 
the slayer up into his hand; because he smote 
his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him 
not beforetime. And he shall dwell in that 
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city, until he stand before the congregation 
for judgment, and imtil the death of the 
high priest that shall be in those days ; then 
shall the slayer return, and come unto his 
own city, and unto his own house, unto the 
city from whence he fled. 

And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee 
in mount Naphtali, and Shechem in mount 
Ephraim, and Kirjath-arba, which is Heb- 
ron, in the motmtain of Judah. And on the 
other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they 
assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the 
plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth 
in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan 
in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh. 
These were the cities appointed for all the 
children of Israel, and for the stranger that 
sojourneth among them, that whosoever kill- 
eth any person at unawares might flee thither, 
and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood, until he stood before the congrega- 
tion. 

Possessions of Levites 

Then came near the heads of the fathers 
of the Levites imto Eleazar the priest, and 
unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the 
heads of the fathers of the tribes of the chil- 
dren of Israel; and they spake imto them at 
Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying. The 
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to 
give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs 
thereof for our cattle. And the children of 
Israel gave unto the Levites out of their in- 
heritance, at the commandment of the Lord, 
these cities and their suburbs. 

And the lot came out for the families of 
the Kohathites: and the children of Aaron 
the priest, which were of the Levites, had by 
lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the 
tribe of Simeon, and out of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, thirteen cities. And the rest of the 
children of Kohath had by lot out of the 
families of the tribe of Ephraim, and out of 
the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe 
of Manasseh, ten cities. And the children of 
Gershon had by lot out of the families of the 
tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of 
Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and 
out of the half tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, 
thirteen cities. The children of Merari by 
their famines had out of the tribe of Reuben, 
and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

And the children of Israel gave by lot unto 
the Levites these cities with their suburbs. 
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as the Lord commanded by the hand of 
Moses* And they gave ont of the tribe of the 
children of Judah, and out of the tribe of 
the children of Simeon, these cities which 
are here mentioned by name, which the chil- 
dren of Aaron, being of the families of the 
Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi, 
had: for theirs was the first lot. And they 
gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, 
which city is Hebron, in the hill country of 
Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about 
it. But the fields of the city, and the villages 
thereof, gave they to Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh for his possession. 

Children of Aaron 

Thus they gave to the children of Aaron 
the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a 
city of refuge for the slayer; and Libnah with 
her suburbs, and Jattir with her suburbs, and 
Eshtemoa with her suburbs, and Holon with 
her suburbs, and Debir with her suburbs, 
and Ain with her suburbs, and Juttah with 
her suburbs, and Beth-shemesh with her 
suburbs; nine cities out of those two tribes. 
And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon 
with her suburbs, Geba with her suburbs, 
Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with 
her suburbs; four cities. All the cities of the 
children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen 
cities with their suburbs. 

Kohatk^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

And the families of the children of Ko- 
hath, the Levites which remained of the 
children of Kohath, even they had the cities 
of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. For 
they gave them Shechem with her suburbs 
in mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs, and 
Kibzaim with her suburbs, and Beth-horon 
with her suburbs; four cities- And out of 
the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her suburbs, 
Gibbethon with her suburbs, Aijalon with 
her suburbs, Gath-rimmonwithhersubiirbs; 
four cities. And out of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, Tanach with her suburbs, and 
Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; two cities. 
All the cities were ten with their suburbs for 
the families of tlie children of Kohath that 
remained. 

Gmhon 

And tmto the children of Gershon, of the 
families of the Levites, out of the other half 


tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan 
with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer ; and Beesh-terah with her suburbs ; 
two cities. And out of the tribe of Issachar, 
Kishon with her suburbs, Dabareh with her 
suburbs, Jarmuth with her suburbs, En- 
gannim with her suburbs ; four cities. And 
out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with her 
suburbs, Abdon with her suburbs, Helkath 
with her suburbs, and Rehob with her 
suburbs; four cities. And out of the tribe 
of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with her 
suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; 
and Hammoth-dor with her suburbs, and 
Kartan with her suburbs; three cities. All 
the cities of the Gershonites according to 
their families were thirteen cities with their 
suburbs. 

Merari 

And unto the families of the children of 
Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with her suburbs, 
and Kartah with her suburbs, Dimnah with 
her suburbs, Nahalal with her suburbs ; four 
cities. And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer 
with her suburbs, and Jahazah with her 
suburbs, Kedemoth with her suburbs, and 
Mephaath with her suburbs ; four cities. And 
out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead 
with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Mahanalm with her suburbs, 
Heshbon with her suburbs, Jazer with her 
suburbs; four cities in all. So all the cities 
for the children of Merari by their families, 
which were remaining of the families of the 
Levites, were by their lot twelve cities. 

Summary 

All the cities of the Levites witliin the 
possession of the children of Israel were forty 
and eight cities with their suburbs. These 
cities were every one with their suburbs 
round about them: thus were all these cities. 

And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land 
which he sware to give unto their fathers; 
and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. 
And the Lord gave them rest round about, 
according to all that he sware unto their 
fathers : and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them; the Lord delivered 
ail their enemies into thek hand. There 
failed not ought of any good tiling which 
the Lord had spoken onto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass. 
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EARTH CRAMMED WITH HEAVEN 

REVELATION CONCERNING THE WORKS OF MAN 


JOSHUA CHAPTER 22, i-U 

What will men do with the earth when they are in possession of it? Will they despoil it? 
To get at its wealth will they tear to pieces its loveliness? In the name of progress mil 
they turn its fruitful fields into a wilderness? By its rivers will theyhuild smoking altars 
to the gods of money and war? Or^ will they look upon the earth as the one fair spot 
in the universe which God has prepared for His fellowship with men? Will they treasure 
it^ and set a watch upon what is done in it? 

In the closing scene of this little drama of Revelation we are given a view of the earth 
which still waits to be fully appreciated. In the opening scene the military possession of 
the earth was set forth. Then we were shown ike land in the possession of the people^, 
and saw them controlling its cultivation and economic development. But the story does 
not end there. Military conquests and economic successes may give man possession of the 
earthy hut what will he do with it when he is its lord? That is the question raised here^ 
and the answer is to be found in the buildings he puts up in his homeland for the spiritual 
and cultural development of his children, 

Joshua called the Reubenites, Return with much riches unto your tents^ 

I and the Gadites, and the half tribe and with very much cattle, with silver, and 

I of Manasseh, and said imto them, with gold, and with brass, and with iron. 

Ye have kept all that Moses the and with very much raiment: divide the spoil 

servant of the Lord commanded you, and of your enemies with your brethren. And 

have obeyed my voice in all that I com- the children of Reuben and the children of 

manded you : ye have not left your brethren Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, 

these many days unto this day, but have and departed from the children of Israel out 

kept the charge of the commandment of the of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to 

Lord your God. And now the Lord your go unto the country of Gilead, to the land 

God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he of their possession, whereof they were pos- 

promised them ; therefore now return ye, and sessed, according to the word of the Lord by 

get you unto your tents, and unto the land of the hand of Moses. 

! your possession, which Moses the servant of 

the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan. a AHhy 

But take diligent heed to do the command- 
ment and the law, which Moses the servant And when they came unto the borders of 
of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the 

your God, and to walk in all his ways, and children of Reuben and the children of Gad 

^ to keep his commandments, and to cleave andthehalftribeof Manasseh built there an 

unto him, and to serve him with all your altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to. And 

j heart and with all your soul. So Joshua the children of Israel heard say. Behold, the 

1 blessedthem, and sent them away : and they children of Reuben and the children of Gad 

? went unto their tents. and the half tribe of Manasseh have bi^t an 

; Now to the one half of the tribe of Manas- altar over against the land of Canaan, in the 

i seh Moses had given possession in Bashan : borders of Jordan, at the passage of the chil- 

! but unto the other half thereof gave Joshua dren of Israel. And when the children of 

: among their brethren on this side Jordan Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of 

i westward. And when Joshua sent them the children of Israel gathered themselves 

J away also unto their tents, then he blessed together at Shiloh, to go up to war against 

\ them, and he spake unto them, saying, them. 
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And the children of Israel sent unto the 
children of Reuben^ and to the children of 
Gadj and to the half tribe of Manasseh^ into 
the land of Gileadj^ Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar the priest^ and with him ten princes^ 
of each chief house a prince throughout all 
the tribes of Israel i and each one was an head 
of the house of their fathers among the thou- 
sands of Israel. And they came unto the 
children of Reuben, and to the children of 
Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, unto 
the land of Gilead, and they spake with them, 
saying, Thus saith tlie whole congregation of 
the Lord, What trespass is this that ye have 
committed against the God of Israel, to turn 
away this day from following the Lord, in 
that ye have builded you an altar, that ye 
might rebel this day against the Lord? Is 
the iniquity of Feor too little for us, from 
which we are not cleansed until this day, 
although there was a plague in the congrega- 
tion of the Lord, but that ye must turn away 
this day from following the Lord ? and it will 
be, seeing ye rebel to day against the Lord, 
that to morrow he will be wroth with the 
whole congregation of Israel. Notwithstand- 
ing, if the land of your possession be unclean, 
then pass ye over unto the land of the posses- 
sion of the Lord, wherein the Lord’s taber- 
nacle dwelleth, and take possession among 
us : but rebel not against the Lord, nor rebel 
against us, in building you an altar beside the 
altar of the Lord our God. Did not Achan 
the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the 
accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the con- 
gregation of Israel? and that man perished 
not alone in his iniquity. 


Then the children of Reuben and the chil- 
dren of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh 
answered, and said unto the heads of the 
thousands of Israel, the Lord God of gods, 
the Lord God of gods, he knowetli, and Is- 
rael he shall know; if it be in rebellion, or if 
in transgression against the Lord, (save us 
not this dav^} that we have built us an altar 

e Lord, or if to 


Lord hath made Jordan a border between us 
and you, ye children of Reuben and children 
of Gad; ye have no part in the Lord : so shall 
your children make our children cease from 
fearing the Lord. Therefore we said, Let us 
now prepare to build us an altar, not for 
burnt offering, nor for sacrifice: but that it 
may be a witness between us, and you, and 
our generations after us, that we might do 
the service of the Lord before him with our 
burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and 
with our peace offerings ; that your children 
may not say to our children in time to come. 
Ye have no part in the Lord. Therefore said 
we, that it shall be, when they should so say 
to us or to our generations in time to come, 
that we may say again. Behold the pattern of 
the altar of the Lord, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacri- 
fices; but it is a witness between us and you. 
God forbid tliat we should rebel against the 
Lord, and turn this day from following the 
Lord, to build an altar for burnt offerings, 
for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the 
altar of the Lord our God that is before his 
tabernacle. 

For Unity and Peace 

And when Phinehas the priest, and the 
princes of the congregation and heads of the 
thousands of Israel which were with him, 
heard the words that the children of Reuben 
and the children of Gad and the children of 
Manasseh spake, it pleased them. And Phine- 
has the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the 
children of Reuben, and to the children of 
Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This 
day we perceive that tlie Lord is among us, 
because ye have not committed this trespass 
against the Lord : now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand of the Lord. 
And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 
and the princes, returned from the children 
of Reuben, and from the cliildren of Gad, 
out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of 
Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought 
them "Word afirfiiTi A?*id rhe rhin*?** 
children of Israel; and the children of israel 


For our Children’s Sake 




} LIFE ON EARTH WITH THE LORD OF HEAVEN 
then the worker, and after that the worshipper. This is the order of 

too, it is the order of history, and we are passing now from the age 

when we shall discover in warship the true glory of the human spirit. 



A LANDMARK Joshua 23, i— 24, 33 

And a sign to all men that the promises of God stand sure. The great chief tain, when 
he came to die, cared not whether a monument should be raised to his honour or to the 
triumph of his people, but, lest they should forget thdr Covenant with God, he set up a 
great stone which could not be moved. 


AND it came to pass a long time after that 
the Lord had given rest unto Israel from 
all their enemies round about^ that Joshua 
waxed old and stricken in age. And Joshua 
called for all Israel, and for their elders, and 
for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers, and said unto them, I am old 
and stricken in age : and ye have seen all that 
the Lord your God hath done unto all these 
nations because of you; for the Lord your 
God is he that hath fought for you. Behold, 
I have divided unto you by lot these nations 
that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that 
I have cut off, even unto the great sea west- 
ward. And the Lord your God, he shall 
expel them from before you, and drive them 
from out of your sight; and ye shall possess 
their land, as the Lord your God hath 
promised unto you. Be ye therefore very 
courageous to keep and to do all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, 
that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right 
hand or to the left; that ye come not among 
these nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the name of 
their gods, nor cause to swear by them, 
neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them : but cleave unto the Lord your God, as 
ye have done unto this day. For the Lord 
hath driven out from before you great nations 
and strong: but as for you, no man hatlr been 
able to stand before you unto this day. One 
man of you shall chase a thousand: for the 
Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, 
as he hath promised you. Take good heed 
therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lord your God. Else if ye do in any wise go 
back, and cleave unto the remnant of these 
nations, even these that remain among you, 
md shall make marriages with them, and go 
in unto them, and they to you: know for a 
certainty that the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from 
before you; but they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your sides, and 
thorns in your eyes, xmtil ye perish from off 
this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you. 


And, behold, this day I am going the way 
of all the earth: and ye laiow in all your 
hearts and in all your souls, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake concerning you; 
all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof. Therefore it shall 
come to pass, that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the Lord your Godpromised 
you; so shall the Lom bring upon you all 
evil things, until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you. When ye have transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord your God, which 
he commanded you, and have gone and served 
other gods, and bowed yoxirselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled 
against you, and ye shall perish quickly from 
off the good land which he hath given unto 
you. 

The Rock of Rementbrance 

And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Is- 
rael to Shechem, and called for the elders of 
Israel, and for their heads, and for their 
judges, and for their officers; and they pre- 
sented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said unto all the people. Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, even 
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father 
of Nachor: and they served other gods. And 
I took your father Abraham from the other 
side of the flood, and led him throughout ail 
the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, 
and gave him Isaac. And I gave unto Isaac 
Jacob and Esau : and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children 
went down into Egypt. I sent Moses also 
and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according 
to that which I did among them : and after- 
ward I brought you out. And I brought your 
fathers out of Egypt: and ye came mto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your 
fathers with chariots and horsemen xmto 
the Red sea. And when they cried unto the 
Lord, he put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, 
and covered them; and your eyes have seen 
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He that smiteth Kiriath-sepher^ and tafceth 
itj to him will I give Achsah my daughter to 
wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother^ took it: and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter to wife. And it came to 
pass, when she came to him, that she moved 
him to ask of her father a field : and she 
lighted from of£ her ass ; and Caleb said tmto 
her, What wilt thou ? And she said unto him. 
Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me 
a south land,’ give me also springs of water. 
And Caleb gave her the upper springs and 
the nether springs. 

And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ 
father in law, went up out of the city of palm 
trees with the children of Judah into the 
wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south 
of Aradi and they went and dwelt among the 
people. And Judah went with Simeon his 
brother, and they slew the Canaanites that 
inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. 
And the name of the city was called Hormah. 
Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, 
and Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ek- 
ron with the coast thereof. And the Lord 
was with Judahs and he drave out the inhabi- 
tants of the mountain j but could not drive out 
the inhabitants of the valley, because they had 
chariots of iron. And they gave Hebron unto 
Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence 
the three sons of Anak. And the children 
of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites 
that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites 
dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jeru- 
salem unto this day. 

And the house of Joseph, they also went 
up against Beth-el: and the Lord was with 
them. And the house of Joseph sent to 
descry Beth-el, (Now the name of the city 
before was Luz.) And the spies saw a man 
come forth out of the city, and they said unto 
him. Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance 
into the city, and we will shew thee mercy. 
And when he shewed them the entrance into 
the city, they smote the city with the edge of 
the sword; but they let go the man and all his 
family. And the man went into the land of 
the Hittites, and built a city, and called the 
name thereof Luz: which is the name thereof 
unto this day. 

Neither did Manasseh drive out^ the in- 
habitants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor 
Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
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of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 
Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 
Megiddo and her towns : but the Canaanites 
would dwell in that land. Aiid it came to 
pass, when Israel was strong, that they put 
the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly 
drive them out. 

Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaan- 
ites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites 
dwelt in Gezer among them. 

Neither did Zebulun drive out the in- 
habitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of 
Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among 
them, and became tributaries. 

Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants 
of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of 
Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor 
of Aphik, nor of Rehob: but the Asherites 
dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants 
of the land: for they did not drive them out. 

Neither did NaphtaH drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of 
Beth-anath; but he dwelt among the Canaan- 
ites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless 
the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth- 
anath became tributaries unto them. 

And the Amorites forced the children of 
Dan into the mountain: for they would not 
suffer them to come down to the valley; but 
the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in 
Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the 
house of Joseph prevailed, so that they be- 
came tributaries. And the coast of the Amor- 
ites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from 
the rock, and upward. 

God^s Interest in the Work 

And an angel of the Lord came up from 
Gilgai to Bochim, and said, I made you to go 
up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto 
the land which I sware unto your fathers; 
and I said, I will never break my covenant 
with you. And ye shall make no league with 
the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw 
down their altars: but ye have not obeyed 
my voice: why have ye done this? Where- 
fore I also said, I will not drive them out 
from before you; but they shall be as thorns 
in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you. And it came to pass, when the 
angel of the Lord spake these words unto all 
the children of Israel, that the people lifted 
up their voice, and wept. And they called 


^ The first and greatest difhculty in the way of realizing the dream is the fading of enthusiasm, with 
its consequent lack of thoroughness and perseverance; in Israel this amounted to doubt of and disloyalty 
to God. 
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the name of that place Bochim: and they 
sacrificed there unto the Lord. 

And when Joshua had let the people go, 
the children of Israel went every man unto 
his inheritance to possess the land. And the 
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great works of 
the Lord, that he did for Israel. And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. And 
they buried him in the border of his inherit- 
ance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 
And also all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers : and there arose another 
generation after them, which knew not the 
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done 
for Israel. 

And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: and 
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and 
bowed themselves unto them, and provoked 
the Lord to anger. And they forsook the 
Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. And 
the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, 
and he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them 
into the hands of their enemies round about, 
so that they could not any longer stand be- 
fore their enemies. Whithersoever they went 
out, the hand of the Lord was against them 
for evil, as the Lord had said, and as the 
Lord had sworn unto them: and they were 
greatly distressed. 

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of 
those that spoiled them. And yet they would 
not hearken unto their judges, but they went 
a whoring after other gods, and bowed them- 
selves unto them: they turned quickly out of 
the way which their fathers walked in, obey- 
ing the commandments of the Lord^ but they 
did not so. And when the Lord raised them 
judges, then the Lord was with the judge, 
delivered them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge: for it re- 
pented the LoRDjbecause of their groanings 
by reason of them that oppressed them and 
vexed them. And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they returned, and cor- 
rupted themselves more than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them, and to 


bow down imto them^ they ceased not from 
their own doings, nor from their stubborn 
way. And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel; and he said. Because that this 
people hath transgressed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and have not 
hearkened unto my voice; I also will not 
henceforth drive out any from before them 
of the nations which Joshua left when he 
died: tliat through them I may prove Israel, 
whether they will keep the way of the Lord 
to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, 
or not. Therefore the Lord left those nations, 
without driving them out hastily; neither de- 
livered he them into the hand of Joshua. 

Now these are tlie nations which the Lord 
left, to prove Israel by them, even as many 
of Israel as had not known all the wars of 
Canaan; only that the generations of the 
children of Israel might loiow, to teach them 
war, at the least such as before knew nothing 
thereof; namely, five lords of the Philistines, 
and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, 
and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, 
from raount Baal-hermon tmto the entering 
in of Hamath. And they were to prove Israel 
by them, to know whether they would heark- 
en unto the commandments of the Lord, 
which he commanded their fathers by the 
hand of Moses. And the children of Israel 
dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and 
Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and 
Jebusites: and they took their daughters to 
be their wives, and gave their daughters to 
their sons, and served their gods. 

Othniel and Ehud 

And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their 
God, and served Baalim and the groves. 
Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he sold them into the 
hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of Meso- 
potamia: and the children of Israel served 
Chushan-rishathaim eight years. And when 
the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children 
of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel 
the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s yotmger brother. 
And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, 
and he judged Israel, and went out to war: 
and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim 
king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his 
hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. 
And the land had rest forty years. And Oth- 
niel the son of Kenaz died. 



There can be no Homeland where men live in fear 


And the children of Israel did evil again upon the blade, so that he could not draw 
in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord the dagger out of his belly j and the dirt came 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against out. Then Ehud went forth through the 
Israel, because they had done evil in the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour 
sight of the Lord. And he gathered unto upon him, and locked them, 
him the children of Ammon and Amalek, When he was gone out, his servants came; 
and went and smote Israel, and possessed and when they saw that, behold, the doors of 
the city of palm trees. So the children of the parlour were locked, they said. Surely he 
Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eigh- covereth his feet in his summer chamber, 
teen years. Andthey tarried till they were ashamed : and. 

But when the children of Israel cried unto behold, he opened not the doors of the par- 
the Lord, the Lord raised them up a de- lour; therefore they took a key, and opened 
liverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, them: and, behold, their lord was fallen down 
a man lefthanded: and by him the children dead on the earth. 

of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and 
of Moab. But Ehud made him a dagger passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto 
which had two edges, of a cubit length; and Seirath. And it came to pass, when he was 
he did gird it under his raiment upon his come, that he blew a trumpet in the mount- 
right thigh. And he brought the present ain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel 
unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a went down with him from the mount, and 
very fat man. And when he had made an he before them. And he said unto them, 
end to offer the present, he sent away the Follow after me : for the Lord hath delivered 
people that bare the present. But he himself your enemies the Moabites into your hand, 
turned again from the quarries that were by And they went down after him, and took the 
Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto fords of Jordan toward Moab, and suffered 
thee, O king: who said. Keep silence. Add not a man to pass over. And they slew of 
all that stood by him went out from him. Moab at that time about ten thousand men. 
And Ehud came imto him; and he was sitting aU lusty, and all men of valour; and there 
in a summer parlour, which he had for him- escaped not a man. So Moab was subdued 
self alone. And Ehud said, I have a message that day tmder the hand of Israel, And tlie 
from God unto thee. And he arose out of his land had rest fourscore years, 
seat. And Ehud put forth his left hand, and Jpid after him was Shamgar son of 
took the dagger from his right thigh, and Anath, which slew of the Philistines six 
thrust it into his belly. And the haft also hundred men with an ox goad: and he also 
went in after the blade; and delivered Israel. 
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SAVE THE HOMELAND 


THE CRY OF WOMANHOOD THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


JUDGES 


CHAPTERS 4, i— 16, 31 


Deborah speaks for all women. This mother in Israel with a prophefs vision gives 
utterance to the heart’s cry of all mothers. Make the land safe! More than that. 
Make our land what God meant it to be, a homeland and a holy land. That is the 
vision which makes Deborah’s war-cry different from all others. Save the land — our 
homes, our families, our persons— from the civilizations we see around us, which care not 
for righteousness and justice, and have no mercy on our needs. In the name of God 
deliver us from the darters which despoil our homes and destroy our manhood. If the 
call was urgent then, it is urgent now. For the civilizations of the Canaanites, the 
Midianites, and the Philistines are not dead, and the lands of the earth which God 
gave unto us to make into holy homelands are again in danger of being plundered and 
oppressed. 

ND the cliildren of Israel again did And Barak called Zebulun and NaphtaU to 
/ % evil in the sight of the Lord, when Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand 

/ % Ehud was dead. And the Lord sold men at his feet: and Deborah went up with 

A. them into the hand of Jabin king of him. 

that reigned in Hazorj the captain Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the 




JUDGES 5. i8 

Zebulxm and Naphtali were a people that 
jeoparded their lives unto the death 
In the high places of the field. 

The kings came and fought^ 

Then fought the kings of Canaan 
In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; 
They took no gain of money. 

They fought from heaven; 

The stars in their courses fought against 
Sisera. 

The river of Kishon swept them away^ 
That ancient river^ the river Kishon. 

O my soulj thou hast trodden down 
strength. 

Then were the horsehoofs broken 
By the means of the pransings^ the prans- 
ings of their mighty ones. 

Curse ye Meroz^ said the angel of the 
Lord, 

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; 
Because they came not to the help of the 
Lord, 

To the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

Blessed above women shall Jael 
The wife of Heber the Kenite be. 

Blessed shall she be above women in the 
tent. 

He asked water, and she gave liim milk; 


She brought forth butter in a lordly dish. 
She put her hand to the nail. 

And her right hand to the workmen’s 
hammer; 

And with the hammer she smote Sisera, 
she smote off his head. 

When she had pierced and stricken tlirough 
his temples. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: 
At her feet he bowed, he fell: 

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked out at a 
window. 

And cried tlirough the lattice, 

Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 

Her wise ladies answered her. 

Yea, she returned answer to herself. 

Have they not sped? have they not divided 
the. prey; 

To every man a damsel or two; 

To Sisera a prey of divers colours, 

A prey of divers colours of needlework, 
Of divers colours of needlework on both 
sides, meet for the necks of them that 
take the spoil? 

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: 
But let them that love him be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might. 

And the land had rest forty years. 


GIDEON’S HOMES 


Judges 6, I— 10, 5 


Make the land safe for our homes^ cried Deborah. It is not enough^ says the Bible. 
Look at Gideon. Read what is written in his history about homes and the dangers that 
threaten them. Compare the two pictures which stand at the opening and close of his 
life^ and judge for yourself where the greater danger lies— on the hills outside^ or by 
the hearth inside the home. It is no use making the land safe if the homes are not kept 
free from evil. 


^ the children of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the Lord : and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of 
. Midian seven years. And the hand 
of Midian prevailed against Israel: and be- 
cause of the Midianites the children of Israel 
made them the dens which are in the mount- 
ains, and caves, and strong holds. And so it 
was, when Israel had sown, that the Midian- 
ites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east, even they came up 
against them; and they encamped against 
them, and destroyed the increase of the 


earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no 
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, 
nor ass. For they came up with their cattle 
and their tents, and they came as grass- 
hoppers for multitude; for both they and 
their camels were without number: and they 
entered into the land to destroy it. And 
Israel was greatly impoverished because of 
the Midianites; and the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the children of 
Israel cried unto the Lord because of the 
Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet 


'M 




JUDGES 6, 33 

and the children of the east were gathered 
together, and went over, and pitched in the 
valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon^ and he blew a trumpet; 
and Abi-ezer was gathered after him. And he 
sent messengers throughout all Manas seh; 
who also was gathered after him: and he sent 
messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, 
and unto Naphtali ; and they came up to meet 
them. 

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt 
save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, 
behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; 
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be 
dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I 
know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, 
as thou hast said. And it was so: for he rose 
up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece 
together, and wringed tlie dew out of the 
fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon said 
unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against 
me, and I will speak but this once: let me 
prove, I pray thee, but this once with the 
fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, 
and upon all the ground let there be dew. 
And God did so that night: for it was dry 
upon the fleece only, and there was dew on 
all the ground. 

Gideon's Army 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the 
people that were with him, rose up early, and 
pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the 
host of the Midianites were on the north 
side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the 
valley. 


unto thee. This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. So he brought down the 
people unto the water: and the Lord said 
unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the 
water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 
And the number of them that lapped, put- 
ting their hand to their mouth, were three 
hundred men: but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their Imees to drink water. 
Aid the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand : and 
let all the other people go every man imto his 
place. So the people took victuals in their 
hand, and tlieir trumpets : and he sent all the 
rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and 
retained those three hundred men: and the 
host of Midian was beneath him in the 
valley. 


And it came to pass the same night, that 
the Lord said unto him. Arise, get thee down 
unto the host; for I have delivered it into 
thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou with Phurah thy servant down to the 
host; and thou shalt hear what tliey say; and 
afterward shall thine hands be strengthened 
to go down unto the host. Then went he 
down with Phurah his servant unto the out- 
side of the armed men that were in the host. 
And the Midianites and the Amalekites and 
all the cluldren of the east lay along in the 


Gideonh Victory 
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JUDGES 8 , 15 

the Lord hath delivered into your hand the with the Midianites? And they did chide 
host of Midian. And he divided the three with him sharply. And he said unto them^ 
hundred men into three companies^ and he What have I done nowin comparison of you? 
put a trumpet in every man’s hand^ with Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim 
empty pitchers^ and lamps within the pitch- better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? God 
ers.^ And he said unto them, Look on me, hath delivered into your hands the princes 
and do likewise: and, behold, when I come of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what was 
to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, I able to do in comparison of you? Then 
as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow with tlieir anger was abated toward him, when 
a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then he had said that, 
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all 
the camp, and say. The sword of the Lord, Emmies 

and of Gideon. 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed 
were with him, came unto the outside of the over, he, and the three hundred men that 
camp in the beginning of the middle watch^ were with him, faint, yet pursuing them, 
and they had but newly set the watch: and And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, 
they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitch- I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people 
ers that were in their hands. And the three that follow me; for they be^ faint, and I am 
companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left of Midian. And the princes of Succoth said, 
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now 
to blow withal; and they cried. The sword in thine hand, that we should give bread imto 
ofthe Lord, and of Gideon. And they stood thine army? And Gideon said. Therefore 
every man in his place round about the camp: when the Lord hath delivered Zebah and 
and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. And Zalmunna into mine hand, then I will tear 
the three hundred blew the trumpets, and your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness 
the Lord set every man’s sword against his and with briers. And he went up thence to 
fellow, even throughout all the host : and the Penuel, and spake unto them likewise : and 
host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the men of Penuel answered him as the men 
the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. of Succoth had answered him. Amd h^ 

And the men of Israel gathered themselves also unto the men of Penuel, saying. When I 
together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, come again in peace, I will break down this 
and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after tower, 

the Midianites. Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Kar- 

kor, and their hosts with them, about fifteen 
^ ^ , thousand men, all that were left of all the 

Kjtdeons I act hosts of the children of the east: for there 

And Gideon sent messengers throughout fell an hundred and twenty thousand men 
all mount Ephraim, saying. Come down that drew sword. And Gideon went up by 
against the Midianites, and take before them the way of them that dwelt in tents on the 
the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan, east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the 
Then all the men of Epliraim gathered them- host: for the host was secure. And when 
selves together, and took the waters unto Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued^ after 
Beth-barah and Jordan. And they took two them, and took the two kings of Midian, 
princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited all 
and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and the host. 

Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and And Gideon the son of Joash returned 
pursued Midian, and brought the heads of from battle before the sun was up, and caught 
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side a young man of the men of Succoth, and in- 
Jordan. quired of him: and he described unto him 

And the men of Ephraim said unto him, the princes of Succoth, and the elders there- 
Why hast thou served us thus, that thou of, even tnreescore and seventeen men. And 
calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight he came unto the men of Succoth, and said, 

* It is a custom in some Eastern countries to carry a smouldering torch with a pmtective cover over the 
burning end. When the cap is removed the torch is waved into a flame. But was this Gideon s plan? 
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JUDGES 8, 15 

Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye 
did upbraid me> sayings Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, 
that we should give bread unto thy men that 
are weary? And he took the elders of the 
city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, 
and with them he taught the men of Succoth. 
And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and 
slew the men of the city. 

Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, 
What manner of men were they whom ye 
slew at Tabor? And they answered. As thou 
art, so were they; each one resembled the 
children of a king. And he said, They were 
my brethren, even the sons of my mother: as 
the Lord liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I 
would not slay you. And he said unto Jether 
his firstborn. Up, and slay them. But the 
youth drew not his sword: for he feared, be- 
cause he was yet a youth. Then Zebah and 
Zalmunna said. Rise thou, and fall upon us: 
for as the man is, so is his strength. And 
Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took away the ornaments that were on 
their camels’ necks. 

Gideon^s Folly 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, 
Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, 
and thy son’s son also : for thou hast delivered 
us from the hand of Alidian. And Gideon 
said unto them, I will not rule over you, 
neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord 
shall rule over you. And Gideon said unto 
them, I would desire a request of you, that 
ye would give me every man the earrings of 
his prey. (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ishmaelites.) And they 
answered. We will willingly give them. And 
they spread a garment, and did cast therein 
every man the earrings of his prey. And the 
weight of the golden earrings ^at he re- 
quested was a thousand and seven hundred 
shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and col- 
lars, and purple raiment that was on the 
kings of Midian, and beside the chains that 
were about their camels’ necks. And Gideon 
made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, 
even in Ophrah: and all Israel went thither 
a whoring after it: which thing became a 
snare unto Gideon, and to his house. Thus 


was Midian subdued before the children of 
Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no 
more. And the country was in quietness 
forty years in the days of Gideon. 

And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and 
dwelt in his own house. And Gideon had 
threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: 
for he had many wives. And his concubine 
that was in Shechem, she also bare him a 
son, whose name he called Abimelech.^ And 
Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old 
age, and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash 
his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was 
dead, that the children of Israel turned again, 
and went a whoring after Baalim, and made 
Baal-berith their god. And the children of 
Israel remembered not the Lord their God, 
who had delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every side: neither 
shewed they kindness to the house of Jerub- 
baal, namely, Gideon, according to all the 
goodness which he had shewed unto Israel. 

Gideon^s Son 

And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went 
to Shechem unto his mother’s brethren, and 
communed with them, and with all the family 
of the house of his mother’s father, saying. 
Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men 
of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either 
that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are three- 
score and ten persons, reign over you, or that 
one reign over you? remember also that I am 
your bone and your fiesh. And his mother’s 
brethren spake of him in the ears of all the 
men of Shechem all these words : and their 
hearts inclined to follow Abimelech ; for they 
said. He is our brother. And they gave him 
threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the 
house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech 
hired vain and light persons, which followed 
him. And he went unto his father’s house at 
Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of 
Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, 
upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for 
he hid himself. And all the men of Shechem 
gathered together, and all the house of Millo, 
and went, and made Abimelech king, by the 
plain of the pillar that was in Shechem, 


^ According to our reading of the story, Gideon’s foolishness did not consist in declining the kingship 
offered him, which is regarded by some as a later addition, but in making a sacred image of the Deity, 
which can be variously interpreted, and in taking a woman of Shechem into his house. She was a Canaanite, 
and her son tried to set up the Canaanitish rule. 


Jotham^s Parable 

And when they told it to Jothama he went 
and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and 
lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto 
them, Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, 
that God may hearken unto you. The trees 
went forth on a time to anoint a king over 
them; and they said unto the olive tree. 
Reign thou over us. But the olive tree said 
unto them, Should I leave my fatness, where- 
with by me they honour God and man, and go 
to be promoted over the trees? And the trees 
said to the fig tree. Come thou, and reign 
over us. But the fig tree said unto them. 
Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good 
fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees? 
Then said the trees unto the vine. Come 
thou, and reign over us. And the vine said 
unto them. Should I leave my wine, which 
cheereth God and man, and go to be pro- 
moted over the trees ? Then said all the trees 
unto the bramble, Come tliou, and reign over 
us. And the bramble said unto the trees, If 
in truth ye anoint me king over you, then 
come and put your trust in my shadow : and 
if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and 
devour the cedars of Lebanon. Now there- 
fore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in 
that ye have made Abimelech king, ^d if ye 
have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, 
and have done unto him according to the de- 
serving of his hands; (for my father fought 
for you, and adventured his life far, and de- 
livered you out of the hand of Midian : and 
ye are risen up against my father’s house this 
day, and have slain his sons, threescore and 
ten persons, upon one stone, and have made 
Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king 
over the men of Shechem, because he is your 
brother;) if ye then have dealt truly and sin- 
cerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this 
day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let 
him also rejoice in you: but if not, let fire 
come out from Abimelech, and devour the 
men of Shechem, and the house of MiUo ; and 
let fire come out from the men of Shechem, 
and from the house of Millo, and devour 
Abimelech. And Jotham ran away, and fled, 
and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear 
of Abimelech his brother. 

Revolt in Shechem 

When Abimelech had reigned three years 
over Israel, then God sent an evil spirit be- 
tween Abimelech and the men of Shechem; 


JUDGES 9, 37 

and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously 
with Abimelech: that the cruelty done to the 
threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might 
come, and their blood be laid upon Abim- 
elech their brother, which slew them; and 
upon the men of Shechem, which aided him 
in the killing of his brethren. And the men 
of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the 
top of the mountains, and they robbed aU 
that came along that way by them: and it 
was told Abimelech. 

And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his 
brethren, and went over to Shechem; and 
the men of Shechem put their confidence in 
him. And they went out into the fields, and 
gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, 
and made merry, and went into the house of 
their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed 
Abimelech. And Gaal the son of Ebed said. 
Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that 
we should serve him? is not he the son of 
Jerubbaal? and Zebul his ofiicer? serve the 
men of Hamor the father of Shechem: for 
why shoxild we serve him? And would to 
God this people were xmder my hand! then 
would I remove Abimelech. And he said to 
Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come 
out. 

And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard 
the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger 
was kindled. And he sent messengers unto 
Abimelech privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the 
son of Ebed and his brethren be come to 
Shechem; and, behold, they fortify the city 
against thee. Now therefore up by night, 
thou and the people that is with thee, and lie 
in wait in the field; and it shall be, that in the 
morning, as soon as the sun is up, thou shalt 
rise early, and set upon the city : and, behold, 
when he and the people that is with him come 
out against thee, then mayest thou do to them 
as thou shalt find occasion. 

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people 
that were with him, by night, and they laid 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 
And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and 
stood in the entering of the gate of the city: 
and Abimelech rose up, and the people that 
were with him, from lying in wait. And when 
Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Be- 
hold, there come people down from the top 
of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him. 
Thou seest the shadow of the mountdns as 
if they were men. And Gaal spake again and 
said. See there come people down by the 
middle of the land, and another company 
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come along by the plain of Meonenim. Then 
said Zebul unto him^ Where is now thy 
mouthy wherewith thou saidst^ Who is Abim- 
elech, that we should serve him? is not tliis 
the people that thou hast despised? go out^ 
I pray now^ and fight with them. And Gaal 
went out before the men of Shechem^ and 
fought with Abimelech. And Abimelech 
chased him^ and he fled before hima and 
many were overthrown and wounded^ even 
unto the entering of the gate. 

Shechem Destroyed 

And Abimelech dv/elt at Arumah: and 
Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that 
they should not dwell in Shechem. And it 
came to pass on the morrow, that the people 
went out into the field; and they told Abim- 
elech. And he took the people, and divided 
them into three companies, and laid wait in 
the field, and looked, and, behold, the people 
were come forth out of the city; and he rose 
up against them, and smote them. And Abim- 
elech, and the company that was with him, 
rushed forward, and stood in the entering of 
the gate of the city: and the two other com- 
panies ran upon all the people that were in 
the fields, and slew them. And Abimelech 
fought against the city all that day; and he 
took the city, and slew the people that was 
therein, and beat down the city, and sowed 
it with salt.^ 

Shechenfs Stronghold 

And when all the men of the tower of 
Shechem^ heard that, they entered into an 
hold of the house of the god Berlth. And 
it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the 
tower of Shechem were gathered together. 
And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zaimon, 
he and all the people that were with him ; and 
Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut 
down a bough from the trees, and took it, 
and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto 
the people that were with Mm, What ye have 
seen me do, make haste, and do as I have 
done. And all the people likewise cut down 
every man his bough, and followed Abim- 


elech, and put them to the hold, and set the 
hold on fire upon them; so tliat all the men 
of the tower of Shechem died also, about a 
thousand men and women. 

Death of Abimelech 

Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and en- 
camped against Thebez, and took it. But 
there was a strong tower within the city, and 
thither fled all the men and women, and all 
they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat 
them up to the top of the tower. And Abim- 
elech came unto the tower, and fought against 
it, and went hard unto the door of the tower 
to burn it with fire. And a certain woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech’s 
head, and ail to brake his skull. Then he 
called hastily xmto the young man Ms armour- 
bearer, and said unto him, Draw thy sword, 
and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman 
slew him. And his young man thrust him 
tiirough, and he died. And when the men 
of IsraeP saw that Abimelech was dead, they 
departed every man unto Ms place* Thus 
God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, 
wMch he did unto Ms father, in slaying Ms 
seventy brethren: and ail the evil of the men 
of Shechem did God render upon their 
heads: and upon them came the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

Tola 

And after Abimelech there arose to defend 
Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, 
a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir 
in moxmt Ephraim. And he judged Israel 
twenty and three years, and died, and was 
buried in Shamir. 

fair 

And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and 
judged Israel twenty and two years. And he 
had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, 
and they had tliirty cities, which are called 
Havoth-jair xmto this day, which are in dxe 
land of Gilead. And Jair died, and was buried 
in Camon. 


* Made it as barren as the desert j a figure of speech symbolizing perpetual desolation, 

* Outside the city wall, and possibly some distance away. 

3 An important verse, because it shows that Abimeleclfs army included Israelites. The whole story of 
Abimelech is mteresiing as giving us a picture, in the account of Shechem, of the conditions of life among 
the people outside the tribes of Israel. 
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THE BATTLEFIELDS OF ISRAEL’S HOMELAND 

On the East the fighting was against the Ammonites and Midianites, On the West 
against the Canaanites and Philistines, But the map cannot show what the text 
makes clear; the war was not so much a conflict between rival peoples for the possession 
of the land as a life'-and’^death struggle between t^ and falsehood for the cultural 
development of God^s people. 
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JEPHTHAH’S HOME Judges 10, 6—13, i 

Out fading of revolt against this story arises from our sense of the rights and liberties 
of every member of a family to order his own life. It is the result of the Christian 
teaching that human personality is sacred^ and ought not to be sacrificed tofalse^^ foolishy 
or selfish interests. In the days of the story the girl's sacrifice was virtually forced upon 
her by the social outlook of the times^just as nowadays many young people are compelled 
by economic conditions to make sacrifices which ought not to be required of them. There 
are homes to-day which have children as noble as Jephthah's daughter^ and parents as 
sorrowful as Jephthah's father. 


A ND the children of Israel did evil again 
in the sight of the L 0 RD 3 and served 
Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods 
jL a. of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and 
the gods of Moab, and the gods of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and tlie gods of the Philis- 
tines, and forsook the Lord, and served not 
him. And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines, and into the hands 
of the children of Ammon. And that year 
they vexed and oppressed the children of 
Israel; eighteen years, ail the children of 
Israel that were on the other side Jordan in 
the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. 
Moreover the children of Ammon passed 
over Jordan to light also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of 
Ephraim^ so that Israel was sore distressed. 

The Cry of Israel 

And the children of Israel cried mto the 
Lord, saying, We have sinned against thee, 
both because we have forsaken our God, and 
also served Baalim. And the Lord said unto 


Then the childrenof Ammonweregathered 
together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves to- 
gether, and encamped in Mizpeh. And the 
people and princes of Gilead said one to 
another, What man is he that will begin to 
fight against the children of Ammon ? he shall 
be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

Jephthah:, the Outcast 

Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty 
man of valour, and he was the son of an 
harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. And 
Gilead’s wife bare him sons; and his wife’s 
sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, 
and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in 
our father’s house; for thou art the son of a 
strange woman. Then Jephthah fled from 
his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: 
and there were gathered vain men to Jeph- 
thah, and went out with him. 

And it came to pass in process of time, that 
the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel. And it was so, that when the children 
of Ammon made war against Israel, the 
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Lord God of Israel hath dispossessed the 
Amorites from before his people Israel, and 
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neither son nor daughter* And it came to 
pass, whenhe saw her, that he rent his clothes, 
andsaid,Alas,mydaughterIthouhastbrought 
me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me: for I have opened my mouth 
unto the Losn, and I cannot go back* And 
she said unto him, My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me 
according to that which hath proceeded out 
of thy moutii; forasmuch as the Lord hath 
taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, 
even of the children of Ammon. And she 
said unto her father. Let this thing be done 
for me : let me alone two months, that I may 
go up and down upon the mountains, and 
bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. And 
he said. Go. And he sent her away for two 
months : and she went with her companions, 
and bewailed her virginity upon the moun- 
tains. And it came to pass at the end of two 
months, that she returned unto her father, 
who did with her according to his vow which 
he had vowed: and she knew no man. And 
it was a custom in Israel, that the daugh- 
ters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days 
inayear.^ 

Shibboleth 

And the men of Ephraim gathered them- 
selves together, and went northward, and said 
unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over 
to fight against the children of Ammon, and 
didst not call us to go with thee ? we will burn 
thine house upon thee with fire. And Jeph- 
thah said unto them, I and my people were 
at great strife with the cliildren of Ammon; 
and when I called you, ye delivered me not 
out of their hands. And when I saw that ye 
delivered me not, I put my life in my hands, 
and passed over against the children of Am- 
mon, and the Lord delivered them into my 
hand: wherefore then are ye come up tmto 
me this day, to fight against me ? Then 
Jephthah gathered together aH the men of 
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the 
men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they 
said. Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim 
among the Ephraimites, and among the 
Manassites. And tlie Gileadites took the 


passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: 
and it was so, that when those Ephraimites 
which were escaped said. Let me go over; 
that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art 
thou an Ephraimite? If he said. Nay; then 
said they unto him. Say now Shibboleth : and 
he said Sibboleth:^ for he could not frame 
to pronounce it right. Then they took him, 
and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and 
there fell at that time of the Ephraimites 
forty and two thousand. 

Death of Jephthah 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years. 
Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was 
buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 


Ibzan 

And after him Ibzan of Beth-leheni judged 
Israel. And he had thirty sons, and thirty 
daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in 
thirty daughters from abroad for liis sons. 
And he judged Israel seven years. Then died 
Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem. 

Elon 

And after him Elon, a Zebulonite, judged 
Israel; and he judged Israel ten years. And 
Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in 
Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

Abdon 

And after him Abdon the son of Hillel, a 
Pirathonite, judged Israel. And he had forty 
sons and thirty nephews, that rode on tliree- 
score and ten ass colts: and he judged Israel 
eight years. And Abdon the son of Hillel the 
Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon 
in the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the 
Amalekites. 

Summary 

And the cliildren of Israel did evil again in 
the sight of the Lord ; and the Lord delivered 
them into the hand of the Philistines forty 
years. 


one time the view was held that Jephthah^s vow meant nothing more than devoting his daughter to 
life-long virginity, but the weight of modem opinion is inclined to the offering of the girl as an altar sacrifice. 
To Jephthah it meant in either case the end of his house, having no child to carry on his name. To us the 
m^er of the offering is immaterial to the patlios and meaning of the story. 

- Either Shibboleth or Sibboleth. The word means ‘stream’. 
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these things, nor would as at this time have 
told us such things as these* And the woman 
bare a son, and called his name Samson: and 
the child grew, and the Lord blessed him. 
And the Spirit of the Lord began to move^ 
him at times in the camp of Dan between 
Zorah and EshtaoL 

Marriage Feast 

And Samson went down to Timnath, and 
saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters 
of the Philistines. And he came up, and told 
his father and his mother, and said, I have 
seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters 
of the Philistines; now therefore get her for 
me to wife. Then his father and his mother 
said unto him, Is there never a woman among 
the daughters of thy brethren, or among all 
my people, that thou goest to take a wife of 
the uncircumcised Philistines ? And Samson 
said unto his father, Get her for me; for she 
pleaseth me well. But his father and his 
mother knew not that it was of the Lord, 
that he sought an occasion against the Phil- 
istines: for at that time the Plulistines had 
dominion over Israel, 

Then went Samson down, and his father 
and lus mother, to Timnath, and came to the 
vineyards of Timnath : and, behold, a young 
lion roared against him. And the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon ium, and he 
rent him as he would have rent a kid, and 
he had nothing in his hand: but he told not 
his father or his mother what he had done. 
And he went down, and talked with the 
woman; and she pleased Samson well. And 

a ttTYiA U/a tolrA InAt* onrl 


out, then I will give you thirtf sheets and 
thirty change of garments: but if ye cannot 
declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty 
sheets and thirty change of garments. And 
they said unto him. Put forth thy riddle, that 
we may hear it. And he said unto them. 
Out of the eater came forth meat. 

And out of the strong came forth sweet- 
ness. 

And they could not in three days expound 
tlie riddle. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that diey said unto Samson’s wife. Entice 
thy husband, that he may declare unto us 
the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father’s 
house with fire : have ye called us to take that 
we have? is it not so? And Samson’s wife 
wept before him, and said, Thou dost but 
hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put 
forth a riddle unto the children of my people, 
and hast not told it me. And he said unto her. 
Behold, I have not told it my father nor my 
mother, and shall I tell it thee? And she 
wept before him the seven days, while their 
feast lasted: and it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that he told her, because she 
lay sore upon him; and she told the riddle 
to the children of her people. And the men 
of the city said unto him on the seventh day 
before the sun went down. What is sweeter 
than honey? and what is stronger than a 
Hon? And he said imto tliem. 

If ye had not plowed with my heifer. 

Ye had not found out my riddle. 

And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, 
and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew 
thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and 
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boxmd Mm with them. Now there were men 
lying in wait, abiding with her in the cham- 
ber. And she said unto him. The PMlistines 
be upon thee. Samson. And he brake the 
withs. as a thread of tow is broken when it 
toucheth the fire. So his strength was not 
known, 

DeKlaKs Persuasion 

And Delilah said unto Samson. Behold, 
thou hast mocked me. and told me lies: 
now tell me. I pray thee, wherewith thou 
mightest be bound. And he said unto her. 
If they bind me fast with new ropes that 
never were occupied, then shall I be weak, 
and be as another man. Delilah therefore 
took new ropes, and bound him therewith, 
and said unto Mm. The PMlistines be upon 
thee. Samson. And there were Hers in wait 
abiding in the chamber. And he brake them 
from off Ms arms Hke a thread. 

And DeHlah said unto Samson. Hitherto 
thou hast mocked me. and told me lies : tell 
me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And 
he said unto her. If thou weavest the seven 
locks of my head with the web. And she 
fastened it with the pin. and said unto him. 
The PMHstines be upon thee. Samson. And 
he awaked out of Ms sleep, and went away 
with the pin of the beam, and with the web. 

And she said unto Mm. How canst thou 
say. I love thee, when thine heart is not with 
me? thou hast mocked me these three times, 
and hast not told me wherein thy great 
strength Heth. And it came to pass, when 
she pressed him daily with her words, and 
urged him. so that Ms soul was vexed unto 
death j that he told her all his heart, and said 
unto her. There hath not come a razor upon 
mine head^ for I have been a Nazarite* unto 
God from my mother’s womb : if I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me. and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other man. 

And when Delilali saw that he had told 
her all Ms heart, she sent and called for the 
lords of the PMlistines. saying. Come up tMs 
once, for he hath shewed me all Ms heart. 
Then the lords of the Philistines came up 
unto her. and brought money in their hand. 
And she made him sleep upon her knees; and 
she called for a man. and she caused Mm to 
shave off the seven locks of Ms head; and she 
began to afflict Mm. and Ms strength went 
from Mm. And she said. The PMlistines be 


upon thee. Samson. And he awoke out of Ms 
sleep, and said. I will go out as at other times 
before, and shake myself. And he wist not 
tliat the Lord was departed from him. But 
the Philistines took him. and put out Ms eyes, 
and brought Mm down to Gaza, and bound 
him with fetters of brass ; and he did grind in 
the prison house. Howbeit the hair of Ms 
head began to grow again after he was shaven. 

Death of Samson 

Then the lords of the PMlistines gatliered 
them together for to offer a great sacrifice 
unto Dagon their god. and to rejoice: for 
they said. Our god hath delivered Samson 
our enemy into our hand. And when the 
people saw him. they praised their god: for 
they said. Our god hath delivered into our 
hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our 
country. wMch slew many of us. And it 
came to pass, when their hearts were merry, 
that they said. CaH for Samson, that he may 
make us sport. And they called for Samson 
out of tlie prison house; and he made them 
sport: and tliey set him between the pillars. 
And Samson said unto the lad that held him 
by the hand. Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth. that I 
may lean upon them. Now the house was 
full of men and women; and all the lords of 
the PMHstines were there; and there were 
upon the roof about three thousand men and 
women, that beheld wMle Samson made 
sport. 

And Samson caHed unto the Lord, and 
said. O Lord God. remember me. I pray 
thee, and strengthen me. I pray thee, only 
tMs once. O God. that I may be at once 
avenged of the PMHstines for my two eyes. 
And Samson took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which the house stood, and on 
wMch it was borne up. of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with Ms left. 
And Samson said. Let me die with the Philis- 
tines. And he bowed Mmself with all Ms 
might; and the house fell upon the lords, and 
upon aH the people that were therein. So the 
dead wMch he slew at his deatii were more 
than they which he slew in Ms life. Then 
Ms brethren and all tiie house of his father 
came down, and took Mm. and brought him 
up. and buried Mm between Zorah and 
Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah Ms 
father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 


^ The seven twisted locks whichhung down over his shoulders were the mark of his consecration to God. 
UsuaEy the vow was made for a certain length of time. When that terminated, the head was shaved. 
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the street So he brought him into Ms house^ 
and gave provender imto the asses: and they 
washed their feet and did eat and drink. 

Now as they were making their hearts 
merry> behold^ the men of the city^ certain 
sons of Beliala beset the house round about, 
and beat at the door, and spake to the master 
of the house, the old man, saying. Bring forth 
the man that came into thine house, that we 
may know him. And the man, the master of 
the house, went out imto them, and said unto 
them. Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, do 
not so wickedly^ seeing that this man is come 
into mine house, do not this folly. Behold, 
here is my daughter a maiden, and his con- 
cubine; diem I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what 
seemeth good unto you: but unto this man 
do not so vile a thing. But the men would 
not hearken to him : so the man took his con- 
cubine, and brought her forth unto them; 
and they knew her, and abused her all the 
night until the morning: and when the day 
began to spring, they let her go. Then came 
the woman in the dawning of the day, and 
fell down at the door of the man’s house 
where her lord was, till it was light. 

And her lord rose up in the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house, and went out 
to go Ms way : and, behold, ihe woman Ms 
concubine was fallen down at the door of the 
house, and her hands were upon the thresh- 
old. And he said unto her. Up, and let us be 
going. But none answered. Then the man 
took her up upon an ass, and the man rose 
up, and gat him unto Ms place. And when 
he was come into his house, he took a knife, 
and laid hold on his concubine, and divided 
her, together with her bones, into twelve 
pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of 
Israel. And it was so, that all that saw it said. 
There was no such deed done nor seen from 
the day that the children of Israel came up 
out of the land of Egypt unto this day: con- 
sider of it, take advice, and speak your nainds. 

The Broken Brotherhood 

Then all the cMldren of Israel went out, 
and the congregation was gathered together 
as one man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, 
with the land of Gilead, unto the Lord in 
Mizpeh. And the cMef of aU the people, even 
of all the tribes of Israel, presented ^em- 
selves in the assembly of ^e people of God, 
four hundred thousand footmen that drew 
sword. (Now the children of Benjamin heard 
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that the children of Israel were gone up to 
Mizpeh.) Then said the children of Israel, 
Tell us, how was tMs wickedness? And the 
Levite, the husband of the woman that was 
slain, answered and said, I came into Gibeah 
that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concu- 
bine, to lodge. And the men of Gibeah rose 
against me, and beset the house round about 
upon me by night, and thought to have slain 
me : and my concubine have they forced, that 
she is dead. And I took my concubine, and 
cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all 
the country of the inheritance of Israel: for 
they have committed lewdness and folly in 
Israel. Behold, ye are all children of Israel; 
give here your advice and counsel. 

And all the people arose as one man, saying, 
We will not any of us go to Ms tent, neither 
wili we any of us turn into his house. But 
now tMs shall be the thing which we will do 
to Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it; 
and we will take ten men of an hundred 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, and an 
htmdred of a thousand, and a thousand out 
of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the 
people, that they may do, when they come 
to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the 
folly that they have wrought in Israel. So all 
the men of Israel were gathered against the 
city, knit together as one man. 

And the tribes of Israel sent men through 
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying. What 
wickedness is this that is done among you? 
Now therefore deliver us the men, the chil- 
dren of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we 
may put them to death, and put away evil 
from Israel. But the children of Benjamin 
would not hearken to the voice of their breth- 
ren the children of Israel : but the cMldren of 
Benjamin gathered themselves together out 
of the cities unto Gibeah, to go out to battle 
against the children of Israel. And the cMl- 
dren of Benjamin were numbered at that time 
out of the cities twenty and six thousand men 
that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of 
Gibeah, wMch were numbered seven him- 
dred chosen men. Among all tMs people 
there were seven hundred chosen men left- 
handed; every one could sling stones at an 
hair breadth, and not miss. 

And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, 
were numbered four himdred thousand men 
that drew sword: all these were men of war. 
And the children of Israel arose, and went 
up to the house of God, and asked coimsel 
of God, and said. Which of us shall go up 
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first to the battle against the children of 
Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah shall 
go up first. 

And the cliildren of Israel rose up in the 
morning, and encamped against Gibeah. And 
the men of Israel went out to battle against 
Benjamin; and the men of Israel put them- 
selves in array to fight against them at Gibeah. 
And the children of Benjamin came forth 
out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the 
ground of the Israelites that day twenty and 
two thousand men. And the people the men 
of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their 
battle again in array in the place where they 
put themselves in array the first day. (And 
the children of Israel went up and wept be- 
fore the Lord xmtil even, and asked counsel of 
the Lord, saying. Shall I go up again to battle 
against the children of Benjamin my brother ? 
And the Lord said. Go up against him.) 

And the children of Israel came near 
against the children of Benjamin the second 
day. And Benjamin went forth against them 
out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed 
down to the ground of the children of Israel 
again eighteen thousand men; all these drew 
the sword. Then all the children of Israel, 
and all the people, went up, and came unto 
the house of God, and wept, and sat there 
before the Lord, and fasted that day until 
even, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the Lord. And the children 
of Israel inquired of the Lord, (for the ark 
of the covenant of God was there in those 
days, and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
saying. Shall I yet again go out to battle 
against the children of Beniamin mv brother 


highways. And all the men of Israel rose up 
out of their place, and put themselves in 
array at Baal-tamar: and the liers in wait of 
Israel came forth out of their places, even out 
of the meadows of Gibeah. And tliere came 
against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out 
of all Israel, and the battle was sore : but they 
Icnew not that evil was near them. And the 
Lord smote Benjamin before Israel: and the 
children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites 
that day twenty and five thousand and an 
hundred men: all these drew the sword. 

So the children of Benjamin saw that they 
were smitten: for the men of Israel gave 
place to the Benjamites, because they trusted 
unto the liers in wait which they had set 
beside Gibeah. And tlie liers in wait hasted, 
and rushed upon Gibeah; and the Hers in 
wait drew themselves along, and smote all 
the city with the edge of the sword. Now 
there was an appointed sign between the men 
of Israel and the Hers in wait, that they should 
make a great flame with smoke rise up out of 
the city. And when the men of Israel retired 
in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and 
kill of the men of Israel about thirty persons : 
for they said. Surely they are smitten down 
before us, as in the first battle. But when the 
flame began to arise up out of the city with a 
pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind 
them, and, behold, the flame of the city 
ascended up to heaven. And when the men 
of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin 
were amazed : for they saw that evil was come 
upon them. Therefore tliey turned their 
backs before the men of Israel unto the way 
of the wilderness; but the battle overtook 
them * and th.em which came out of the cities 
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the children of Benjamin^ and smote them 
with the edge of the sword^ as well the men 
of every city^ as the beasts and all that came 
to hand: also they set on fire all the cities 
that they came to. 

Empty Homes 

Now the men of Israel had sworn in Aliz- 
peha saying^ There shall not any of us give 
his daughter unto Benjamin to wife. And 
the people came to the house of God, and 
abode there till even before God, and lifted 
up their voices, and wept sore; and said, O 
Lom God of Israel, why is this come to pass 
in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe 
lacking in Israel? And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that the people rose early, and built 
there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. And the children of Israel 
said. Who is there among all the tribes of 
Israel that came not up with the congregation 
unto the Lord? For they had made a great 
oath concerning him that came not up to the 
Lord to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be 
put to death. And the children of Israel re- 
pented them for Benjamin their brother, and 
said. There is one tribe cut off from Israel 
this day. How shall we do for wives for them 
that remain, seeing we have sworn by the 
Lord that we will not give them of our 
daughters to wives? 

And they said, What one is there of the 
tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh 
to the Lord? And, behold, there came none 
to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the as- 
sembly. For the people were numbered, and, 
behold, there were none of the inhabitants of 
Jabesh-gilead there. And the congregation 
sent thither twelve thousand men of the 
valiantest, and commanded them, saying. Go 
and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 
with the edge of the sword, with the women 
and the children. And this is the thing that 
ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every 
male, and every woman that hath lain by 
man. And they found among the inhabitants 
of Jabesh-gilead four hundred yoimg virgins, 
that had known no man by lying with any 
male: and they brought them unto the camp 
to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan. 
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And the whole congregation sent some to J ■ 

speak to the children of Benjamin that were 4 

in the rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably 
unto them. And Benjamin came again at |j| 

that time; and they gave them wives which ;!| 

they had saved alive ofthewomeii of Jabesh- :|| 

gilead: and yet so they sufficed them not. I 

And the people repented them for Benjamin, | 

because that the Lord had made a breach in | 

the tribes of Israel. | 

Then the elders of the congregation said. 

How shall we do for wives for them that re- 
main, seeing the women are destroyed out of 
Benjamin? And they said. There must be an 
inheritance for them that be escaped of Ben- 
jamin, that a tribe be not destroyed out of 
Israel. Howbeit we may not give them wives 
of our daughters: for the children of Israel 
have sworn, saying. Cursed be he that giveth 
a wife to Benjamin. Then they said. Behold, 
there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh yearly 
in a place which is on the north side of Beth- 
el, on the east side of the highway that goeth | 

up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on the « 

south of Lebonah. Therefore they com- 
manded the children of Benjamin, saying. 

Go and lie in wait in the vineyards; and see, 
and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come 
out to dance in dances, then come ye out of 
the vineyards, and catch you every man his 
wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the 
land of Benjamin. And it shall be, when 
their fathers or their brethren come unto us 
to complain, that we will say unto them. Be 
favourable unto them for our sakes : because 
we reserved not to each man his wife in the 
war: for ye did not give unto them at tins 
time, that ye should be guilty. And the chil- 
dren of Benjamin did so, and took them 
wives, according to their number, of them 
that danced, whom they caught; and they 
w^ent and returned unto their inheritance, 
and repaired the cities, and dwelt in them. 

And the children of Israel departed thence 
at that time, every man to his tribe and to 
his family, and they went out from thence 





every man to his inheritance. 

In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. 
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RUTH 

AN IDYLL THAT WILL NOT LET THE WORLD FORGET 
THE DREAM OF A HAPPY HOME AND HOMELAND 

With what a picture of homelessness and lawlessness the first stage of IsraeFs history 
draws to a close^ but what a gleam of brightness this book puts into the darkening sky. 
The day ends^ the dream dies^ but the light of a love-lit room shines like a star over the 
hills of Bethlehem, There is a hohxe^ if not a homeland-^ which is like a bit of heaven^ 
for love is there ^ and in the family circle God abides. 

Once more the Divine Hand is laid upon womanhood to lead the wayward^ wanderings 
warlike thoughts of men back to the home— that God-created centre of heavenly 
revelation. But with what wondering eyes^ and amazement at the wideness of His love^ 
do we see Him exalt into glory a woman who was not of IsraeVs race and bloods and 
make her a vital link in the chain of human ancestry which binds the World^s Redeemer 
to all mankind. 
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SOME HOMES MAKE US SURE OF HEAVEN 

They have caught the overflow of its spirit. To cross the threshold is to be where love 
isywhere peace and joy abour^^ and where the simple goodness of human hearts inspires 
faith in God^ though its rooms are as bare as a crofter^ s cottage^ 


come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was 
moved about them^ and they said. Is this 
Naomi? And she said unto them, Call me 
not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out 
full, and the Lord hath brought me home 
again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, 
seeing the Lord hath testified against me, 
and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So 
Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, 
her daughter in law, with her, which returned 
out of the country of Moab : and they came 
to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley 
harvest. 

In the Daytime 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her hus- 
band’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family 
of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And 
Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let 
me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
after him in whose sight I shall find grace. 
And she said unto her. Go, my daughter. 


And she went, and came, and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers: and her hap was to 
light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 
And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, 
and said unto the reapers. The Lord be with 
you. And they answered him, The Lord 
bless thee. Then said Boaz unto his servant 
that was set over the reapers. Whose damsel 
is this ? And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said. It is the MoabMsh 
damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab: and she said, I pray you, 
let me glean and gather after the reapers 
among the sheaves: so she came, and hath 
continued even from the morning until now, 
that she tarried a little in the house. 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou 
not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from hence, but abide here 
fast by my maidens : let thine eyes be on the 
field that they do reap, and go thou after 
them: have I not charged the young men 


297 



that they shall not touch thee? and when 
thou art athirst^ go unto the vessels, and 
drink of that which the young men have 
drawn. Then she fell on her face, and 
bowed herself to the ground, and said unto 
him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, 
that thou shouldest take loiowledge of me, 
seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered 
and said unto her. It hath fully been 
shewed me, ail that thou hast done unto thy 
mother in law since the death of thine hus- 
band: and how thou hast left thy father and 
thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people which tliou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the 
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou 
art come to trust. Then she said. Let me find 
favour in thy sight, my lord ^ for that thou 
hast comforted me, and for that thou hast 
spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though 
I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

And Boaz said unto her. At mealtime come 
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the 
reapers : and he reached her parched com, 
and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 
And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying. Let her 
glean even among the sheaves, and reproach 
her not : and let fall also some of tiie handfuls 
of purpose for her, and leave them, that she 
may glean them, and rebuke her not. 

So she gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out tlrat she had gleaned: and it was 
about an ephali of barley. And she took it 
up, and went into the city : and her mother 
in law saw what she had gleaned: and she 


said unto me also. Thou shalt keep fast by 
my yoimg men, until they have ended ail my 
harvest. And Naomi said unto Ruth her 
daughter in law. It is good, my daughter, 
that thou go out with his maidens, that they 
meet thee not in any other field. So she kept 
fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the 
end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest^ 
and dwelt with her mother in law. 

At Nightfall 

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto 
her. My daughter, shall I not seek rest for 
thee, that it may be well with thee? And 
now is not Boaz of our kindred,^ with whose 
maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth 
barley to night in the threshingfioor. Wash 
thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put 
thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to 
the floor: but make not thyself known unto 
the man, until he shall have done eating and 
drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth 
down, that thou shalt mark the place where 
he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover 
his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell 
thee what thou shalt do. And she said imto 
her. All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 

And she went down unto the floor, and 
did according to all tliat her mother in law 
bade her. And when Boaz had eaten and 
drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to 
lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and 
she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and 
laid her down. And it came to pass at mid- 
night, that the man was afraid, and turned 
himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his 
feet. And he said. Who art thou? And she 
ans'Wered I am "Riitli rTiifif*’ 
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HAS BECOME A CITY OF GOD 

than they are. This is what God was seeking to do in Jerusalem. But without the 
wholehearted co-operation of its citizens the dream could not be realized. To he a 
heavenly city, it must first of all be a holy city. The same holds true to-day. The 
supreme problem of every city lies not on its face but in its heart. 






WHEN THE HOPE OF A HOLY LAND FADED THE 
DREAM OF THE HOLY CITY CAME INTO VIEW 


We come now to the second stage of the Sacred Story. The people of God had failed to 
make Canaan into a holy homeland. All that was left of the glorious dream of a Land 
of Promise was a hom of promise, but in that home the hope of a Holy City was born. 
To this day the City of David honours the name of the boy who looked from his 
home in Bethlehem and saw in the Jebusite stronghold an ideal situation for the City 
of God. 

But before David was born, and before the idea of building a city could he contem- 
plated, the thought was taking shape in the growth of a little town round the sanctuary 
at Shiloh. There, in the houses that clustered round the House of the Lord, we see the 
beginning of a charge in the outlook of the people. If they cannot make the whole 
ccmntry holy and homelike, one spot shall have this character. So we see the rise of a 
little town with a famous church. And then, as the story proceeds, we are introduced 
to other little towns, each with a distinctive feature of its own, until in the end we have 
a group of towns, representative of those which are scattered about every country. 

We see some like them in our own district: little boroughs and market towns that have 
bem familiar to us all our lives, but how dijferent they seem when we look at them 
with the knowledge that there is a revelation in the Book of God for the little towns 
cw well as for the big cities. Instantly they have a new significance. In the heavenly 
light the quiet streets and peaceful homes seem to possess a hallowed glory. The 
Lord of Heaven has not passed them by. 


A TOWN WITH A FAMOUS CHURCH 
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"OW there was a certain man of 
Ramathaim-zophim, of mount 
Ephraim, and his name was Elka- 
nah, the son of Jeroham, the son 
of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, 
Ephrathite: and he had two wives j the 
of the one was Hannah, and the 
the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had 
but Hannah had no children. And 
man went up opt of his city yearly to 
worship and to sacrifice unto the Lord of 
hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the 
Lord, were there. And when the time was 
that EUcanah offered, he gave to Peninnah 
his wife, md to aU her sons and her daugh- 
ters, poirtions ; but unto Hannah he gave a 
worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but 
the Lord had shut up her womb. And her 
adversary also provoked her sore, for to 
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make her fret, because the Lord had shut up 
her womb. And as he did so year by year, 
when she went up to the house of the Lord, 
so she provoked her; therefore she wept, 
and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her 
husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? 
and why eatest thou not? and why is thy 
heart grieved? am not I better to thee than 
ten sons? 

House of Pr ay er 

So Hannah rose up after they had eaten 
in Shiloh, and after they had drank. Now 
Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the 
temple of the Lord. And she was in bitter- 
ness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and 
wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, 
O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 
the afihction of thine handmaid, and re- 
member me, and not forget thine handmaid. 


I SAMUEL 2, 10 


but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his life, and there shall no 
razor come upon his head. 

And it came to pass, as she continued 
praying before the Lord, that Eli marked 
her mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her 
hearty only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard^ : therefore Eli thought she had 
been drunken. And Eli said unto her, How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy 
wine from thee. And Hannah answered and 
said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrow- 
ful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor 
strong drink, but have poured out my soul 
before the Lord, Coimt not thine handmaid 
for a daughter of Belial : for out of the abun- 
dance of my complaint and grief have I 
spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and 
said. Go in peace: and the God of Israel 
grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked 
of him. And she said. Let thine handmaid 
find grace in thy sight. So the woman went 
her way, and did eat, and her countenance 
was no more sad. 

And they rose up in the morning early, 
and worshipped before the Lord, and re- 
turned, and came to their house to Ramah: 
and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife ; and the 
Lord remembered her. Wherefore it came 
to pass, when the time was come about after 
Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel, saying. Because 
I have asked him of the Lord. 

Thanksgiving 

And the man Elkanah, and all his house, 
went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
sacrifice, and his vow. But Hannah went 
not up ; for she said unto her husband, I will 
not go up until the child be weaned, and 
then I will bring him, that he may appear 
before the Lord, and there abide for ever. 
And Elkanah her husband said unto her. Do 
what seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou 
have weaned him; only the Lord establish 
his word. So the woman abode, and gave 
her son suck until she weaned him. And 
when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah 
of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought 


him rnito the house of the Lord in Shiloh: . 
and the child was young. And they slew a 
bullock, and brought the child to Eli. And 
she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my 
lord, I am the woman that stood by thee 
here, praying unto the Lord. For this child 
I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my 
petition which I asked of him: therefore also 
I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he 
liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he 
worshipped the Lord there. 

And Hannah prayed, and said, 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 

Mine horn is exalted in the Lord : 

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 
Because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy as the Lord: 

For there is none beside thee; 

Neither is there any rock like our God. 
Talk no more so exceeding proudly; 

Let not arrogancy come out of your 
mouth: 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge. 

And by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken. 
And they that stumbled are girded with 
strength. 

They that were full have hired out them- 
selves for bread; 

And they that were hungry ceased: 

So that the barren hath born seven ; 

And she that hath many children is waxed 
feeble. 

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: 

He bringeth down to the grave, and bring- 
eth up. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: 
He bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust. 

And lifteth up the beggar from the dung- 
hfll. 

To set them among princes. 

And to make them inherit the throne of 
glory: 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
And he hath set the world upon them. 

He will keep the feet of his samts. 

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness ; 
For by strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be 
broken to pieces ; 


^ This is the first recorded instance of silent prayer, Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving, which is the model 
of the Magnificat, the first Christian hymn, appears here as the first hymn of personal devotion. In it is the 
first reference to the Messiah— the Lord’s Anointed King. For this, and other reasons, it is regarded by 
some as a lyric of later days. Hannah’s son, Samuel, is the first case of a child ministering in the Lord’s 
Sanctuary. 
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Open Vision. And it came to pass at that 
time^ when Eli was laid down in his place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could 
not see; and ere the lamp of God went out 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was, and Samuel was laid down to 
sleep; that the Lord called Samuel: and he 
answered. Here am I. And he ran unto EH, 
and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And he said, I called not; lie down again. 
And he went and lay down. And the Lord 
called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to EH, and said. Here am I; for 
thou didst call me. And he answered, I 
called not, my son; lie down again. Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither 
was the word of the Lord yet revealed imto 
him. And the Lord caUed Samuel again the 
third time. And he arose and went to EH, 
and said, Here am I; for thou didst caU me. 
And EH perceived that the Lord had caHed 
the child. Therefore EH said unto Samuel, 
Go, He down : and it shaU be, if he caH’thee, 
that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord; for tliy 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

And the Lord came, and stood, and called 
as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered. Speak; for thy servant 
heareth. And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Behold, I win do a thing in Israel, at which 
both the ears of every one that heareth it 
shaH tingle. In that day I will perform 


against EH all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house: when I begin, I wiH 
also make an end. For I have told him that 
I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity 
which he knoweth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 
And therefore I have sworn unto the house 
of EH, that the iniquity of EH’s house shaH 
not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for 
ever. 

God^s Messenger 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 
And Samuel feared to shew EH the vision. 
Then EH called Samuel, and said, Samuel, 
my son. And he answered. Here am I, And 
he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath 
said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from 
me: God do so to thee, and more also, if 
thou hide any thing from me of aU the things 
that he said unto thee. And Samuel told 
him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 
And he said. It is the Lord : let him do what 
seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 
him, and did let none of his words fall to the 
ground. And aH Israel from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba knew that SamuelwasestabHshed 
to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord re- 
vealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the 


A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS CHURCH 


There is one not very far away. Perhaps from our door we can see its tower or steeple 
and the roofs of the houses that line its old-fashioned street. It has another name than 
Shiloh^ but it is sister to this little town in the Scripture^and has a part to play in the 
working out of the purposes of God. 
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word of the Lord. And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel. 

In Times of Danger 

Now Israel went out against the Philis- 
tines to battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer : 
and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And 
the Philistines put themselves in array against 
Israel : and when they joined battle, Israel 
was smitten before the Philistines; and they 
slew of the army in the field about four 
thousand men. And when the people were 
come into the camp, the elders of Israel said. 
Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to day 
before the Philistines ? Let us fetch the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh 
unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it 
may save us out of the hand of our enemies.^ 
So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might 
bring from thence the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth be- 
tween the cherubims: and the two sons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark of the covenant of God, 

A Sacred Symbol 

And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
with a great shout, so that the earth rang 
again. And when the Philistines heard the 
noise of the shout, they said, What meaneth 
the noise of this great shout in the camp of 
the Hebrews? And they understood that the 
ark of the Lord was come into the camp. 
And the Philistines were afraid, for they 
said, God is come into the camp. And they 
said ^^X^oe unto us^ for there hath not been 


men. And the ark of God was takeni and 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were slain. 

An Empty Church 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of 
the army, and came to Shiloh the same day 
with his clothes rent, and with earth upon 
his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat 
upon a seat by the wayside watching: for 
his heart trembled for the ark of God. And 
when the man came into the city, and told it, 
all the city cried out. And when Eli heard 
the noise of the crying, he said. What mean- 
eth the noise of this tumult? And the man 
came in hastily, and told Eli. Now Eh was 
ninety and eight years old^ and his eyes were 
dim, that he could not see. And the man 
said unto Eh, I am he that came out of the 
army, and I fled to day out of the army. 
And he said. What is there done, my son? 
And the messenger answered and said, Israel 
is fled before the Phihstines, and there hath 
been also a great slaughter among the people, 
and thy two sons also, Hoplini and Phinehas, 
are dead, and the ark of God is taken. And 
it came to pass, when he made mention of 
the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat 
backward by the side of the gate, and his 
neck brake, and he died: for he was an old 
man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years. 

Sorrowing People 

And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ wife, 
was with child, near to be delivered: and 
when she heard the tidings that the ark of 
God was taken, and that her father in law 



TOWNS WITH PAGAN TEMPLES 


I Samuel 5 , i- 


It is not enough for a town to have a place of worship. Shiloh had the TabemacU:^ 
Ashdod a temple to Dagon^ but in neither place was there true religion. Ashdod wor-- 
shipped a false God^ Shiloh worshipped the true God falsely. 


AND the Philistines took the ark of God^ 
and brought it from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. 
When the Philistines took the ark of God^ 
they brought it into the house of Dagon, and 
set it by Dagon, And when they of Ashdod 
arose early on the morrow^ behold^ Dagon 
was fallen upon his face to the earth before 
the ark of the Lord. And they took Dagon^ 
and set him in his place again. And when 
they arose early on the morrow momingj 
behold^ Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the Lord ^ and 
the head of Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were cut off upon the threshold; only 
the stump of Dagon was left to him. There- 
fore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any 
that come into Dagon’s house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 

But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon 
them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and 
smote them with emerods, even Ashdod and 
the coasts thereof. And when the men of 
Ashdod saw that it was so, they said. The 
ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with 
us: for his hand is sore upon us, and upon 
Dagon our god. They sent therefore and 
gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto 
them, and said. What shall we do with the 
ark of the God of Israel ? And they answered. 
Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried 
about unto Gath. And they carried the ark 
of the God of Israel about thither. And it 
was so, that, after they had carried it about, 
the hand of the Lord was against the city 
with a very great destruction : and he smote 
the men of the city, both small and great, 
and they had emerods in their secret parts. 

Therefore they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron.® And it came to pass, as the ark of 
God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried 
out, saying. They have brought about the 
ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and 
our people. So they sent and gathered to- 
gether all the lords of the Philistines, and 
said. Send away the ark of the God of Israel, 
and let it go again to his own place, that it 
slay us not, and our people : for there was a 


deadly destruction throughout all the city 5 
the hand of God was very heavy there. And 
the men that died not were smitten with the~ 
emerods: and the cry of the city went up to 
heaven. 

And the ark of the Lord was in the country 
of the Philistines seven months. And the 
Philistines called for the priests and the 
diviners, saying. What shall we do to the ark 
of the Lord ? tell us wherewith we shall send 
it to his place. And they said. If ye send 
away the ark of the God of Israel, send it 
not empty I but in any wise return him a 
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, 
and it ^11 be known to you why his hand 
is not removed from you. Then said they. 
What shall be the trespass offering which we 
shall return to him? They answered. Five 
golden emerods,^ and five golden mice, ac- 
cording to the number of the lords of the 
Philistines: for one plague was on you all, 
and on your lords. Wherefore ye shall make 
images of your emerods, and images of your 
mice that mar the land^and ye shall give 
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure 
he will lighten his hand from off you, and 
from off your gods, and from off your land. 
Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as 
the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, 
and they departed? Now therefore make a 
new cart, and take two milch kine, on which 
there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine 
to the cart, and bring their calves home from 
them : and take the ark of the Lord, and lay 
it upon the cartj and put the jewels of gold, 
which ye return him for a trespass offering, 
in a coffer by the side thereof; and send it 
away, that it may go. And see, if it gpeth up 
by the way of his own coast to Beth-shemesh, 
then he hath done us this great evil: but if 
not, then we shall know that it is not his hand 
that smote us ; it was a chance that happened 
to us. 

And the men did so; and took two milch 
kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut tip 


^ Why did they not send it back at once to Israel ? Perhaps they were hoping to find a place in their own 
territory with a god which the God of the Ark would not resent. 

^ Tumours. An interesting example of a resort to magic to cure a contagious disease. 
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their caives at home : and they laid the ark of 
the Lord upon the cart^ and the coffer with 
the mice of gold and the images of their 
emerods. And the kine took the straight way 
to the way of Beth-shemesh^ and went along 
the highway^ lowing as they went> and turned 
not aside to the right hand or to the left; 
and the lords of the Philistines went after 
them unto the border of Beth-shemesh. And 
they of Beth-shemesh were reaping their 
wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted 
up their eyes^ and saw the ark, and rejoiced 
to see it. And the cart came into the field of 
Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood there, 
where there was a great stone: and they 
clave the wood of the cart, and offered the 
kine a burnt offering unto the Lord. And 
the Levites took down the ark of the Lord, 
and the coffer that was with it, wherein the 
jewels of gold were, and put them on the 
great stone: and the men of Beth-shemesh 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacri- 
fices the same day unto the Lord. And 
when the five lords of the Philistines had 
seen it, they returned to Ekron the same day. 

And these are the golden emerods which 
the Philistines returned for a trespass offer- 
ing unto the Lord; for Ashdod one, for Gaza 
one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for 
Ekron one; and the golden mice, according 
to the number of all the cities of the Philis- 
tines belonging to the five lords, both of 
fenced cities, and of country villages, even 
unto the great stone of Abel, whereon they 
set down the ark of the Lord : which stone 
remainetli unto this day in the field of 
Joshua, the Betli-shemite. 

CrOd^S HofflBlv ScttlCitlClTV 


it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and 
sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of 
the Lord. And it came to pass, while the ark 
abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was 
long; for it was twenty years: and all the 
house of Israel lamented after the Lord. 

And Samuel spake unto all the house of 
Israel, saying, If ye do return imto the Lord 
with all your hearts, then put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, 
and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only: and he will deliver you out 
of the hand of the Philistines. Then the 
children of Israel did put away Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and served the Lord only. 

And Samuel said. Gather all Israel to Miz- 
peh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord. 
And they gathered together to Mizpeli, and 
drew water, and poured it out before the 
Lord, and fasted on that day, and said there. 
We have sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in 
Mizpeh, And when the Philistines heard 
that the children of Israel were gathered 
together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philis- 
tines went up against Israel. And when the 
children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of 
the Philistines. And the children of Israel 
said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us, that he will save us 
out of the hand of the Philistines. And 
Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it 
for a burnt offeriag wholly unto tlie Lord: 
and Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel; 
and the Lord heard him. And as Samuel 
was offering up the burnt offering, the Philis- 
tines drew near to battle against Israel: but 
the Lord thundered with a great thunder on 
that day upon the Philistines, and discom- 
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A Personal Question 

Now there was a man of Beniamin^ whose 
name was Kish^ the son of Abiel^ the son of 
Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of 
Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 
And he had a son^ whose name was Saul, a 
choice young man, and a goodly : and there 
was not among the children of Israel a 
goodlier person than he: from his shoulders 
and upward he was higher than any of the 
people. And tlae asses of Kish Saul’s father 
were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son. 
Take now one of the servants with thee, and 
arise, go seek the asses. And he passed 
through mount Ephraim, and passed through 
the land of Shalisha, but they found them 
not: then they passed through the land of 
Shalim, and there they were not: and he 
passed through the land of the Benjamites, 
but they found tliem not. And when they 
were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said 
to his servant that was with him. Come, and 
let us return; lest my fatlier leave caring for 
the asses, and take thought for us. And he 
said unto him. Behold now, there is in tliis 
city a man of God, and he is an honourable 
man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: 
now let us go thither; peradventure he can 
shew us our way that we should go. Then 
said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we 
go, what shall we bring the man? for the 
bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not 
a present to bring to the man of God: what 
have we? And the servant answered Saul 
again, and said. Behold, I have here at hand 
the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will 
I give to the man of God, to tell us our way. 
(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to 
inquire of God, thus he spake. Gome, and 
let us go to the seer: for he that is now called 
a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) 
Then said Saul to his servant. Well said; 
come, let us go. So they went unto the city 
where the man of God was. 

And as they went up the iiill to the city, 
they found young maidens going out to draw 
water, and said unto them. Is the seer here? 
And they answered them, and said. He is; 
behold, he is before you: make haste now, 
for he came to day to the city; for there is 
a sacrifice of the people to day in the high 
place; as soon as ye be come into the city, 
ye shall straightway find him, before he go up 
to the high place to eat: for the people will 


not eat until he come, because he doth bless 
the sacrifice; and afterwards they eat that 
be bidden. Now therefore get you up; for 
about this time ye shall find him. And they 
went up into the city; and when they were 
come into the city, behold, Samuel came out 
against them, for to go up to tlie high place. 

The Surprising Answer 

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear 
a day before Saul came, saying, To morrow 
about this time I will send thee a man out of 
the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint 
him to be captain over my people Israel, that 
he may save my people out of the hand of the 
Philistines: for I have looked upon my 
people, because their cry is come unto me. 
And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said 
unto him. Behold the man whom I spake 
to thee of ! this same shall reign over my 
people. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in 
the gate, and said. Tell me, I pray thee, 
where the seer’s house is. And Samuel 
answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go 
up before me xmto the high place ; for ye shall 
eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let 
thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine 
heart.^ And as for thine asses that were lost 
three days ago, set not thy mind on them ; for 
they are foxmd. And on whom is all the 
desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all 
thy father’s house? And Saul answered and 
said. Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of 
the tribes of Israel? and my family the least 
of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin ? 
wherefore then speakest thou so to me? 

And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and 
brought them into tlie parlour, and made 
them sit in the chiefest place among them 
that were bidden, which were about thirty 
persons. And Samuel said unto the cook, 
Bring die portion which I gave thee, of which 
I said unto thee, Set it by thee. And the 
cook took up the shoulder, and that which 
was upon it, and set it before Saul. And 
Samuel said. Behold that which Is left! set 
it before thee, and eat: for unto this time 
hath it been kept for thee since I said, I have 
invited the people. So Said did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel communed 
with Saul upon the top of die house. And 
they arose early: and it came to pass about 
the spring of the day, that Samuel caUed 


And often men lind a revelation from God awaiting them in the house of a friextd (cf. Acts 9, 10-19). 









A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS INDUSTRY 


OuY towns to-day^ with few exceptions^ are noted more for their industries than 
for their schools of thought But are we right in making the distinction? May not 
industry be a school of education ? For revelation may coyne through work as well as 
in words. 


Saial to the top of the house^ saying^ Up, 
that I may send thee away. And Saul arose, 
and they went out both of them, he and 
Samuel, abroad. And as they were going 
down to the end of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and 
he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, 
that I may shew thee the word of God. 

A Changed Man 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 
it upon his head, and kissed him, and said. 
Is it not because the Lord hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? 
When thou art departed from me to day, 
then thou shalt find two men by Rachel’s 
sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zel- 
zah; and they will say unto thee, The asses 
which thou wentest to seek are found: and, 
lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, 
and sorroweth for you, saying, What shall 1 
do for my son? Then shalt thou go on 
forward from thence, and thoii shalt come 
to the plain of Tabor, and there shall meet 
thee three men going up to God to Beth-el, 
one carrying three kids, and another carry- 
ing three loaves of bread, and another carry- 
ing a bottle of wine : and they will salute thee, 
and give thee two loaves of bread; wMch 
thou shalt receive of their hands. After tha^t 
thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is 


the garrison of the Philistines : and it shall 
come to pass, when thou art come thither to 
the city, that thou shalt meet a company of 
prophets coming down from the high place 
with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and 
a harp, before them; and they shall pro- 
phesy: and the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with 
them, and shalt be turned into another man. 
And let it be, when these signs are come unto 
thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for 
God is witli thee. And thou shalt go down 
before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come 
down unto thee, to offer bxirnt offerings, and 
to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings : seven 
days shalt thou tarry, tiU I come to thee, and 
shew thee what thou shalt do. 

And it was so, that when he had turned 
his back to go from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart: and all those signs came to 
pass that day. And when they came thither 
to the hill, behold, a company of prophets 
met him; and the Spirit of God came upon 
him, and he prophesied^ among them. And 
it came to pass, when all that knew him 
beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied 
among the prophets, then tlie people said one 
to another, What is this that is come unto the 
son of Kish? Is Saul also among the pro- 
phets? And one of the same place answered 
and said. But who is their father ? Therefore 
it became a proverb, Is Saul also among the 


^ Was in an abnormal state of mind, and behaving like a person ‘possessed*. 
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your wickedness is great, which ye have done 
in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a king. 
So Samuel called imto the Lord; and the 
LojRD sent thunder and rain that day: and 
all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. 

And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray 
for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all 
our sins tliis evil, to ask us a king. And 
Samuel said unto the people. Fear not: ye 
have done all this wickedness : yet turn not 
aside from following the Lord, but serve 
the Lord with all your heart; and turn ye 
not aside: for then should ye go after vain 
tilings, which cannot profit nor deliver; for 
they are vain. For the Lord will not forsake 
his people for his great name’s sake: because 
it hath pleased the Lord to make you his 
people. Moreover as for me, God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to 
pray for you: but I will teach you the good 
and the right way: only fear the Lord, and 
serve him in truth with all your heart: for 
consider how great things he hath done for 
you. But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye 
shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 

A Call to Arms 

Saul reigned one year; and when he had 
reigned two years over Israel, Saul chose 
him three thousand men of Israel; whereof 
two thousand were with Saul in Michmash 
and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand were 
with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and 
the rest of the people he sent every man to 
his tent. And Jonathan smote the garrison 
of the PhiHstines that was in Geba, and the 
Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the 
trumpet throughout aU the land, saying. 
Let the Hebrews hear. And all Israel heard 
say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the 
Philistines, and that Israel also was had in 
abomination witli the Philistines. And the 
people were called together after Saul to 
GilgaL 

And the Philistines gathered themselves 
together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and 
people as the sand which is on the sea shore 
in multitude: and they came up, and pitched 
in Miclimash, eastward from Beth-aven. 
When the men of Israel saw that they were 
in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) 


then the people did hide themselves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. And some of the He- 
brews went over Jordan to the land of Gad 
and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in 
Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling, 

Saul Rebuked 

And he tarried seven days, according to 
tlie set time that Samuel had appointed: but 
Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people 
were scattered from him. And Saul said. 
Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and 
peace offerings.^ And he offered the burnt 
offering. And it came to pass, that as soon 
as he had made an end of offering the btirnt 
offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
went out to meet him, that he might salute 
him. And Samuel said. What hast thou 
done? And Saul said. Because I saw that 
the people were scattered from me, and that 
thou earnest not within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines gathered themselves 
together at Michmash; therefore said I, The 
Philistines wiU come down now upon me to 
Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 
unto the Lord: I forced myself therefore, 
and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel 
said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord 
thy God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the Lord have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy 
kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hatibi 
sought him a man after his own heart, and 
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain 
over his people, because thou hast not kept 
that which the Lord commanded thee. 

A Day of Battle 

And Samuel arose, and gat Mm up from 
Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul 
numbered the people that were present with 
him, about six himdred men. And Saul, and 
Jonathan Ms son, and the people that were 
present with them, abode in Gibeali of 
Benjamin: but the PMlistines encamped in 
Michmash. And the spoilers came out of the 
camp of the Philistines in three companies : 
one company turned unto the way that lead- 
eth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: and 


* He would take things into his own hands. Was he not king? Why should a king be kept waiting? See 
footnote on opposite page for another exhibition of the same temper. 
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A LITTLE TOWN WITH A FAMOUS GARRISON 

All these little towns have an old-world air. We are passing, let us hope, to the maMng 
(^little towns that will be famous, in the days to come, for their gardens of peace. Still, 
we must honour in many places these ancient strongholds which mark the stages of our 
progress. 


Israelites that were with Saul and Jonathan. 
Likewise all the men of Israel which had hid 
themselves in moimt Ephraim^ when they 
heard that the Philistines fled, even they 
also followed hard after them in the battle. 

the Lord saved Israel that day: and the 
battle passed over unto Beth-aven* 


Strain of Battle 

And the men of Israel were distressed that 
: for Saul had adjured the people, saying. 
Cursed be the man that eateth any food until 
evening, that I may be avenged on mine 
enemies. So none of the people tasted any 
food. And all they of the land came to a 
wood; and there was honey upon the ground. 
And when the people were come into the 
wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no 
man put Ms hand to his mouth: for the 
people feared the oath. But Jonathan heard 
not when his father charged the people with 
the oath: wherefore he put forth tlie end of 
rod that was in his hand, and dipped it 
in an honeycomb, and put Ms hand to his 
mouth; and Ms eyes were enlightened. Then 
answered one of the people, and said, Thy 
father straidy charged the people with an 
oath,^ saying. Cursed be the man that eateth 
any food tins day. And the people were 
faint. Then said Jonathan, My father hath 
troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine 


eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted 
a little of tMs honey. How much more, if 
haply the people had eaten freely to day of 
the spoil of their enemies wMch tliey found? 
for had there not been now a much greater 
slaughter among the PMlistines? 

And they smote the PMlistines that day 
from Michmash to Aijalon: and the people 
were very faint. And the people flew upon 
the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and 
calves, and slew them on the ground: and 
the people did eat them with the blood. 
Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the 
people sin against the Lord, in that they 
eat with the blood. And he said, Ye have 
transgressed: roll a great stone unto me this 
day. And Saul said. Disperse yourselves 
among the people, and say unto them, Bring 
me Mther every man Ms ox, and every man 
Ms sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and 
sin not against the Lord in eating with the 
blood. And all the people brought every 
man his ox with Mm that night, and slew 
them there. And Saul built an altar unto the 
Lord: the same was the first altar that he 
built unto the Lord. 


Jonathan Rescued 

And Saul said. Let us go down after the 
PMlistines by night, and spoil them imtil the 
morning light, and let us not leave a man of 


^ Showing to the people that self-will and autocratic spirit which he had previously shown to the 


them. And they said. Do whatsoever seem- 
eth good unto thee. Then said the priest. 
Let us draw near hither unto God. And 
Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down 
after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into the hand of Israel? But he answered 
him not that day. And Saul said. Draw ye 
near hither, all the chief of the people: and 
know and see wherein this sin hath been 
this day. For, as the Lord liveth, which 
saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my 
son, he shall surely die. But there was not 
a man among all the people that answered 
him. Then said he unto all Israel, Be ye on 
one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be 
on the other side. And the people said unto 
Saul, Do what seemeth good unto thee. 
Therefore Saul said unto the Lord God of 
Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and 
Jonathan were taken : but the people escaped. 
And Saul said. Cast lots between me and 
Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what 
thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and 
said, I did but taste a little honey with the 
end of the rod that was in mine hand, and; lo, 
I must die. And Saul answered, God do so 
and more also: for thou shalt surely die, 
Jonathan. And the people said imto Saul, 
Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this 
great salvation in Israel? God forbid: as the 
Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought 
with God this day. So the people rescued 
Jonathan,^ that he died not. Then Saul went 
up from following the Philistines: and the 
Philistines went to their own place, 

SauVs Kingdom 

So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and 
fought against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, and against the children of 
Ammon, and against Edom, and against the 
kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines : 
and whithersoever he turned himself, he 
vexed them. And he gathered an host, and 
smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel 
out of the hands of them that spoiled them. 

Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and 
Ishui, and Melchi-shua: and the names of 
his two daughters were these; the name of 
the firstborn Merab, and the name of the 
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younger Michal: and the name of SauFs wife 
was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz: 
and the name of the captain of his host was 
Abner, the son of Ner, SauFs uncle. And 
Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner the 
father of Abner was the son of Abiel. 

And there was sore war against the Phil- 
istines all the days of Saul: and when Saul 
saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he 
took him imto him. 


Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord 
sent me to anoint thee to be Idng over his 
people, over Israel: now therefore hearken 
thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember 
that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid 
wait for him in the way, when he came up 
from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and 
utterly destroy all that they have, and spare 
them not; but slay both man and woman, 
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass. 

And Saul gathered the people together, 
and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred 
thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of 
Judah. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, 
and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said 
unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down 
from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy 
you with them: for ye shewed kindness to 
all the cliildren of Israel, when they came up 
out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from 
among the Amalekites. And Saul smote the 
Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest 
to Shur, that is over against Egypt. And he 
took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed aE the people with the 
edge of the sword. But Saul and the people 
spared Agag, and tlie best of the sheep, and 
of the oxen, and of the fallings, and the 
lambs, and all that was good, and would not 
utterly destroy them : but every thing that was 
vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 


Then came the word of the Lord imto 
Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that I have 
set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back 
from following me, and hath not performed 


SauFs Disobedience 


SamueFs Distress 


^ The people showed that there were limits to tiieir long-suffering. They were quite ready to observe royal 
decrees when it was evident there was good reason for doing so, but they would not tolerate decrees that were 
obviously foolish and unnecessary. 
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my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; 
and he cried unto the Lord all night. And 
when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the 
morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul 
came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up 
a place, and is gone about, and passed on, 
and gone down to Gilgal. And Samuel 
came to Saul: and Saul said unto him. 
Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord. And 
Samuel said. What meaneth then this bleat- 
ing of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing 
of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said. 
They have brought them from the Amalek- 
ites: for the people spared the best of the 
sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. Then Samuel said tmto Saul, 
Stay, and I will tell thee what tlie Lord hath 
said to me this night. And he said unto him. 
Say on. 


And Samuel said. When thou wast little 
in thine own sight, wast thou not made the 
head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord 
anointed thee king over Israel? And the 
Lord sent thee on a journey, and said. Go 
and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalek- 
ites, and fight against them until they be con- 
sumed, Wherefore then didst thou not obey 
the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the 
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the Lord? 
And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have 
gone the way which the Lord sent me, and 
have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have utterly destroyed the Amaleldtes. But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, 
tlie chief of the things which should have 
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said. 
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices. 

As in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice. 
And to hearken than the fat of rams. 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. 


And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. 

Because thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord, 

He hath also rejected thee from being 
king. 

The King^s Sorrow 

And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned : 
for I have transgressed the commandment of 
the Lord, and thy words : because I feared 
the people, and obeyed their voice. Now 
therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the 
Lord. And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not 
return with thee: for thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord, and the Lord hath re- 
jected thee from being king over Israel.^ And 
as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid 
hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 
And Samuel said unto him. The Lord hath 
rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this 
day, and hatli given it to a neighbour of 
thine, that is better than tiiou. And also the 
Strength of Israel will not He nor repent; for 
he is not a man, that he should repent. 
Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour me 
now, I pray thee, before the elders of my 
people, and before Israel, and turn again 
with me, that I may worship the Lord thy 
God. So Samuel turned again after Saul; 
and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me 
Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag 
came unto him deHcately. And Agag said. 
Surely the bitterness of death is past. And 
Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women 
childless, so shall thy mother be childless 
among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces before die Lord in Gilgal 

Broken Bonds 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul 
went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul 
And Samuel came no more to see Saul imtil 
the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and die Lord repented 
that he had made Saul king over Israel 


The Divine Demand 


* Saul, unfortunately, turned out to be what Samuel feared any king over Israel might become— a self- 
willed autocratic despot, a ruler after the pattern of other oriental monarchs at that time. The prophet 
perceived that a ruler on these lines, and with this spirit, was not consistent with the family clan, or 
brotherhood constitution of Israel. Neither was it in keeping with or likely to further die development of 
the Divine Revelation committed To Israel. The prevailing idea of a king was not the divine ideal. The 
ruler of Israel, according to the divine leading, must have a ditferent spirit. He must be a man after God’s 
own heart. Righteousness, brotherhood, and peace must be his sceptre. But Saul, when he became king, 
preferred to follow the old and imworthy pattern of kingship. 
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Jesse, saying. Let David, I pray thee, stand 
before me^ for he hath found favour in my 
sight. And it came to pass, when the evil 
spirit from God^ was upon Saul, that David 
took an harp, and played with his hand: so 
Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the 
evil spirit departed from him. 

David and Goliath 

Now the Philistines gathered together their 
armies to battle, and were gatliered together 
at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and 
pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of 
Israel were gathered together, and pitched 
by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in 
array against the Philistines. And the Phil- 
istines stood on a mountain on the one side, 
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other 
side: and there was a valley between them. 
And there went out a champion out of tlie 
camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a 
span. And he had an helmet of brass upon 
his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail; and the weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of brass* And he had 
greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target 
of brass between his shoulders. And the 
staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; 
and his spear’s head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield 
went before him. And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and said tmto 
them. Why are ye come out to set your battle 
in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye 
servants to Saul ? choose you a man for you, 
and let him come down to me. If he be able 
to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we 
be your servants : but if I prevail against liim, 
and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, 
and serve us. And the Philistine said, I 
defy the armies of Israel this day; give me 
a man, that we may fight together. When 
Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly 
afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite 
of Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; 
and he had eight sons: and the man went 
among men for an old man in the days of 
Saul. And the tliree eldest sons of Jesse 
went and followed Saul to the battle: and the 


names of his three sons that v/ent to the 
battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next 
unto him Abinadab, and the tliird Shammah, 
And David was the youngest: and the three 
eldest followed Saul. But David went and 
returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep 
at Beth-lehem. And the Pliilistine drew near 
morning and evening, and presented himself 
forty days. 

And Jesse said unto David his son, Take 
now for thy brethren an ephah of this 
parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run 
to the camp to thy brethren; and carry these 
ten cheeses unto the captain of their tliou- 
sand, and look how thy brethren fare, and 
take their pledge. Now Saul, and they, and 
all the men of Israel, were in the valley of 
Eiah, fighting with the Philistines. 

And David rose up early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, 
and went, as Jesse had commanded him; 
and he came to the trench, as the host was 
going forth to the fight, and shouted for the 
battle. For Israel and the Pliilistines had put 
the battle in array, army against army. And 
David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, 
and came and saluted his brethren. And as 
he talked with them, behold, tliere came up 
the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goli- 
ath by name, out of the armies of the Phil- 
istines, and spake according to the same 
words: and David heard them. And all the 
men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled 
from him, and were sore afraid. And the 
men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man 
that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he 
come up: and it shall be, that the man who 
killeth him, the king will enrich him with 
great riches, and will give him his daughter, 
and make his father’s house free in Israel. 
And David spake to the men that stood by 
him, saying. What shall be done to the man 
that Idlleth this Philistine, and takcth away 
the reproach from Israel? for who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God ? And the people 
answered him after this manner, saying, So 
shall it be done to the man that killeth him. 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when 
he spake unto the men; and Eliab’s anger 
was kindled against David, and he said. Why 
earnest thou down hither? and with whom 
hast thou left those few sheep in the wilder- 


\ Disease was attributed to an evil spirit, and, not knowing God as we do, people tlaought, in their simplicity, 
that God must have sent it. 
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his hando And Saul said to him, Whose son 
art thou, thou young man? And David an- 
swered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the 
Beth-lehemite. 

And it came to pass, when he had made 
an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul 
of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and. Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
And Saul took him that day, and would let 
him go no more home to his father’s house. 
Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, 
because he loved him as his own soul. And 
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that 
was upon him, and gave it to David,^ and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, 
and to his girdle. And David went out 
whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely: and Saul set him over the 
men of war, and he was accepted in the sight 
of ail the people, and also in the sight of 
Saul’s servants. 

And it came to pass as they came, when 
David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistine, that the women came out of all 
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with 
instruments of musick. And the women an- 
swered one another as they played, and said, 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands. 

And Saul was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him; and he said. They have 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed but thousands: and 
what can he have more but the kingdom? 
And Saul eyed David from that day and 
forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, 
and he prophesied in the midst of the house : 
and David played with his hand, as at other 
times : and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. 
And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will 
smite David even to the wall with it. And 
David avoided out of his presence twice. 
And Satil was afraid of David, because the 
Loiu) was with him, and was departed from 
Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from 
him, and made him his captain over a 
thousand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. And David behaved him- 
self wisely in all his ways; and the Lorb was 
with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he 
behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid 

* Gifts to us are an expression of friendship, but n 
sword, bow, and girdle was, in the thought of the tin 


of him. But all Israel and Judah loved 
David, because he went out and came in 
before them. 

David and the Kingh Daughter 

And Saul said to David, Behold my elder 
daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife : 
only be thou valiant for me, and fight the 
Lord’s battles. For Saul said, Let not mine 
hand be upon him, but let the hand of the 
Pliilistines be upon him. And David said 
unto Saul, Who am I ? and what is my life, 
or my father’s family in Israel, that I should 
be son in law to the king? But it came to 
pass at the time when Merab Saul’s daughter 
should have been given to David, that she 
was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to 
wife. And Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
David: and they told Saul, and the tiling 
pleased him. And Saul said, I will give him 
her, that she may be a snare to him, and that 
the hand of the Pliilistines may be against 
him. Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou 
shalt this day be my son in law in the one of 
the twain. 

And Saul commanded his servants, saying. 
Commune with David secretly, and say. Be- 
hold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his 
servants love thee: now therefore be the 
king’s son in law. And Saul’s servants spake 
those words in the ears of David. And David 
said, Seemeth it to you a light tiling to be a 
king’s son in law, seeing that I am a poor 
man, and lightly esteemed And the servants 
of Saul told him, saying, On this manner 
spake David. And Saul said. Thus shaU ye 
say to David, The king desireth not any 
dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the 
Philistines, to be avenged of the king’s 
enemies. But Saul thought to make David 
fall by the hand of tlie Philistines. And 
when his servants told David these words, 
it pleased David well to be tlie king’s son in 
law: and the days were not expired. Where- 
fore David arose and went, he and Ms men, 
and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; 
and David brought their foreskins, and they 
gave them in full tale to the king, that he 
might be the king’s son in law. And Saul 
gave him Michal his daughter to wife. And 
Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with 
David, and that Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
him. And Saul was yet the more afraid of 

Dre is implied here. Jonathan in giving his garments, 
giving an actual part of himself. Cf. x Kings 19, 19. 
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bolster. And Saul said unto Mchab Why 
hast thou deceived me so, and sent away 
mine enemy, that he is escaped ? And Michal 
answered Saul, He said unto me. Let me go; 
why should I Idll thee? 

David and Samuel 

So David fled, and escaped, and came to 
Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul 
had done to him. And he and Samuel went 
and dwelt in Naioth. And it was told Saul, 
saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. 
And Saul sent messengers to take David: 
and when they saw the company of the pro- 
phets prophesying, and Samuel standing as 
appointed over them, the Spirit of God was 
upon the messengers of Saul, and they also 
prophesied. And when it was told Saul, he 
sent other messengers, and tliey prophesied 
likewise. And Saul sent messengers again 
the third time, and they prophesied also. 
Then went he also to Ramah, and came to a 
great well that is in Sechu: and he asked and 
said. Where are Samuel and David? And 
one said. Behold, they be at Naioth in Ra- 
mah. And he went tliither to Naioth in 


and I should not fail to sit with the king at 
meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself 
in the field unto the third day at even. If thy 
father at all miss me, then say, David earn- 
estly asked leave of me that he might run 
to Beth-lehem his city: for there is a yearly 
sacrifice there for all tlie family. If he say 
thus. It is well; thy servant shall have peace: 
but if he be very wroth, then be sure that 
evil is determined by him. Therefore thou 
shalt deal kindly witli thy servant; for thou 
hast brought thy servant into a covenant of 
the Lord with thee: notwithstanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for 
why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 
And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee : for 
if I Imew certainly that evil were determined 
by my father to come upon thee, then would 
not I tell it thee? Then said David to Jona- 
than, Who shall tell me ? or what if thy father 
answer thee roughly? And Jonathan said 
unto David, Come, and let us go out into the 
field. And they went out botli of them into 
the field. 

And Jonathan said unto David, O Lord 
O od of Israel when 1 have <!Ounded mv 
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arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, long as the son of Jesse liveth upon tlie 



he became a captain over them: and there 
were with him about four hundred men. 

Mizpeh of Moot 

And David went thence to Mizpeh of 
Moab: and he said unto tlie king of Moab^ 
Let my father and my mother^* I pray thee^ 
come forth^ and be with you^ till I know 
what God will do for me. And he brought 
them before the king of Moab: and they 
dwelt with him all tlie while that David was 
in the hold. And the prophet Gad said unto 
David, Abide not in tlie hold; depart, and 
. get thee into the land of Judah. Then David 
departed, and came into the forest of Hareth. 

Noh 

When Saul heard that David was dis- 
covered, and the men that were with him, 
(now Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in 
Ramah, having his spear in Ms hand, and all 
Ms servants were standing about him,*) then 
Saul said unto Ms servants that stood about 
him, Hear now, ye Benjamites; will the son 
of Jesse give every one of you fields and vine- 
yards, and make you all captains of thou- 
sands, and captains of hundreds; that all of 
you have conspired against me, and there is 
none that sheweth me that my son hath 
made a league with the son of Jesse, and 
there is none of you that is sorry for me, or 
sheweth unto me that my son hath stirred 
up my servant against me, to lie in wait, 
as at tMs day? Then answered Doeg the 
Edomite, wMch was set over the servants of 
Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse coming 
to Nob, to AMmelech the son of AMtub. 
And he inquired of the Lord for him, and 
gave him victuals, and gave Mm the sword 
of Goliath the Philistine. 

Then the king sent to call AMmelech the 
priest, the son of AMtub, and all Ms father’s 
house, the priests that were in Nob ; and they 
came all of them to the king. And Saul said. 
Hear now, thou son of AMtub. And he 
answered. Here I am, my lord. And Saul 
said unto him, Why have ye conspired 
against me, thou and to son of Jesse, in that 
thou hast given him bread, and a sword, and 
hast inquired of God for him, that he should 
rise ag^st me, to lie in wait, as at tMs day? 
Then AMmelech answered the king, and 
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said. And who is so faithful among all thy 
servants as David, which is to king’s son in 
law, and goeth at ^y bidding, and is honour- 
able in tMne house? Did I then begin to 
inquire of God for him? be it far from me: 
let not to king impute any thing unto Ms 
servant, nor to all to house of my father; for 
thy servant knew nothing of all this, less or 
more. And the king said. Thou shalt surely 
die, AMmelech, thou, and all thy father’s 
house. And the king said unto to footmen 
that stood about Mm, Turn, and slay the 
priests of the Lord; because thek hand also 
is with David, and because toy knew when 
he fled, and did not shew it to me. But the 
servants of to king would not put forth 
their hand to fall upon the priests of the 
Lord. And the king said to Doeg, Turn 
thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg 
to Edomite turned, and he fell upon the 
priests, and slew on that day fourscore and 
five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 
And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he 
with the edge of the sword, both men and 
women, cMldren and sucklings, and oxen, 
and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the 
sword. 

Amd one of to sons of AMmelech the son 
of AMtub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled 
after David. And Abiathar shewed David 
that Saul had slain the Lord’s priests. And 
David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that 
day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that 
he would surely tell Saul: I have occasioned 
to death of all to persons of thy father’s 
house. Abide thou with me, fear not : for he 
that seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but 
with me thou shalt be in safeguard. 

Keilah 

Then they told David, saying. Behold, the 
Philistines fight against Keilah, and they rob 
to threshingfloors. Therefore David in- 
quired of to Lord, saying. Shall I go and 
smite these PMlistines? And the Lord said 
unto David, Go, and smite the PMlistines, 
and save Keilah. And David’s men said 
unto him. Behold, we be afraid here in 
Judah: how much more then if we come to 
Keilah against the armies of to Philistines?; 
Then David inquired of the Lord yet again. 
And the Lord answered him and said. Arise, 
go dovm to Keilah; for I will deliver the 


* David must protect his family. This idea of family unity or solidarity underlies the New Testament 
teaching concerning the human race (Rom. 5, 12). 








EVEN OBSCURE AND OUT-OF-THE-WAY LITTLE 
Whether th^ are in the heart of the country ^ or cut ojf from the 


Spake to Nabal according to all those words 
in the name of Davids and ceased. And 
Nabal answered David’s servants^ and said. 
Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? 
there be many servants now a days that 
break away every man from his master. 
Shall I then take my bread, and my water, 
and my flesh that I have killed for my 
shearers, and give it unto men, whom I 
know not whence they be? So David’s 
young men turned their way, and went again, 
and came and told him all those sayings. 
And David said unto his men, Gird ye on 
every man his sword. And they girded on 
every man his sword j and David also girded 
on his sword: and there went up after David 
about four hundred mens and two hundred 
abode by the stuff. 

The Way Through the Hills 

But one of the young men told Abigail, 
NabaFs wife, saying. Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to salute 
our master; and he railed on them. But the 
men were very good unto us, and we were 
not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as 
long as we were conversant with them, when 
we were in the fields : they were a wall unto 
us both by night and day, all the while we 
were with them keeping the sheep. Now 
therefore know and consider what thou wilt 
do; for evil is determined against our master, 
and against all his household : for he is such 
a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to 
him. 

Then Abigail made haste, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and 
five sheep ready dressed, and five measures 


of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of 
raisins, and two himdred cakes of figs, and 
laid them on asses. And she said unto her 
servants, Go on before me; behold, I come 
after you. But she told not her husband 
Nabal. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, 
that she came down by the covert of the hill, 
and, behold, David and his men came down 
against her; and she met them. Now David 
had said. Surely in vain have I kept all that 
this feUow hath in the wilderness, so that 
nothing was missed of all that pertained unto 
him: and he hath requited me evil for good. 
So and more also do God unto the enemies 
of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him 
by the morning light any that pisseth against 
the wall. 

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, 
and lighted off the ass, and fell before David 
on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 
and fell at his feet, and said. Upon me, my 
lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let 
thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine 
audience, and hear the words of thine hand- 
maid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard 
this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his 
name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly 
is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not 
the young men of my lord, whom thou didst 
send. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the 
Lord hath withholden thee from coming to 
shed blood, and from avenging thyself with 
thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and 
they that seek evil to my lord, foe as Nafoal. 
And now this blessing wMch thine hand- 
maid hath brought unto my lord, let it even 
be given unto the young men that follow my 
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the hill of Hachilah^ which is before Jeshi- 
mon ? Then Saul arose, and went down to the 
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand 
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David 
in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul pitched 
in the hill of Hachilah, wliich is before Jeshi- 
mon, by the way. But David abode in the 
wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after 
him into the wilderness. David therefore 
sent out spies, and understood that Saul was 
come in very deed. And David arose, and 
came to the place where Saul had pitched: 
and David beheld the place where Saul lay, 
and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his 
host: and Saul lay in the trench, and the 
people pitched round about him. 

In SauVs Cause 

Then answered David and said to Ahime- 
lech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, Who will 
go down with me to Saul to the camp? And 
Abishai said, I will go down with thee. So 
David and Abishai came to the people by 
night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within 
the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground 
at his bolster: but Abner and the people lay 
round about him. Then said Abishai to 
David, God hath delivered thine enemy into 
thine hand this day: now therefore let me 
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even 
to the earth at once, and I will not smite him 
the second time. And David said to Abishai, 
Destroy him not : for who can stretch forth 
his hand against the LoRD^s anointed, and be 
guiltless? David said furthermore. As the 
Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him; or 
his day shall come to die; or he shall descend 
into battle, and perish. The Lord forbid 
that I should stretch forth mine hand against 
the Lord’s anointed: but, I pray thee, take 
thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and 
the cruse of water, and let us go. So David 
took the spear and the cruse of water from 
Saul’s bolster; and they gat them away, and 
no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked : 
for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep 
from the Lord was fallen upon them. 

David and Ahner 

Then David went over to the other side, 
and stood on the top of an hill afar off; a 
great space being between them : and David 


cried to the people, and to Abner the son of 
Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? 
Then Abner answered and said. Who art 
thou that criest to the king? And David 
said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? 
and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore 
then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? 
for there came one of the people in to destroy 
the king thy lord. This thing is not good that 
thou hast done. As the Lord liveth, ye are 
wortliy to die, because ye have not kept your 
master, the Lord’s anointed. And now see 
where the king’s spear is, and the cruse of 
water that was at his bolster. 

David and Saul 

And Saul knew David’s voice, and said. 
Is this thy voice, my son David? And David 
said, It is my voice, my lord, O king. And 
he said. Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue 
after his servant? for what have I done? or 
what evil is in mine hand? Now therefore, 
I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the 
words of his servant. If the Lord have 
stirred thee up against me, let him accept 
an offering: but if they be the children of 
men, cursed be they before the Lord; for 
they have driven me out this day from abid- 
ing in the inheritance of the Lord, saying. 
Go, serve other gods. Now therefore, let not 
my blood fall to the earth before the face of 
the Lord : for the king of Israel is come out 
to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a 
partridge in the mountains. 

Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my 
son David; for I will no more do thee harm, 
because my soul was precious in thine eyes 
this day: behold, I have played the fool, and 
have erred exceedingly. And David an- 
swered and said. Behold the king’s spear I 
and let one of the young men come over and 
fetch it. The Lord render to every man his 
righteousness and his faithfulness: for the 
Lord delivered thee into my hand to day, 
but I would not stretch forth mine hand 
against the Lord’s anointed. And, behold, 
as thy life was much set by this day in mine 
eyes, so let my life be much set by in the 
eyes of the Lord, and let him deliver me 
out of all tribulation. Then Saul said to 
David, Blessed be thou, my son David; thou 
shalt both do great things, and also slialt sdll 
prevail. So David went on his way, and Saul, 
returned to his place. 
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A TOWN IN A FOREIGN LAND 


BECOMES THE HEADQUARTERS OP GOD’S CAUSE 



I SAMUEL 28, 7 

a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I 
may go to her, and inquire of her. And Ms 
servants said to him. Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit at En«dor.^ 

And Saul disguised himself, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and two men 
with liim, and they came to the woman by 
night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto 
me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him 
up, whom I shall name unto thee. And the 
woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off 
those that have familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, out of the land: wherefore then 
layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me 
to die? And Saul sware to her by the Lord, 
saying, As the Lord liveth, there shall no 
punishment happen to thee for tMs tMng. 
Then said the woman. Whom shall I bring 
up unto thee? And he said. Bring me up 
Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, 
she cried with a loud voice : and the woman 
spake to Saul, saying. Why hast thou de- 
ceived me? for thou art Saul. And tlie king 
said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest 
thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I saw 
gods ascending out of the earth. And he said 
unto her, What form is he of? And she said. 
An old man cometh up ; and he is covered 
with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it 
was Samuel, and he stooped with Ms face 
to the ground, and bowed himself. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou 
disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul 
answered, l am sore distressed; for the PMl- 
istines make war against me, and God is de- 


with me: the Lord also shall deliver the host 
of Israel into the hand of the PMlistines. 

Then Saul fell straightway all along on tlie 
earth, and was sore afraid, because of the 
words of Samuel: and there was no strength 
in Mm; for he had eaten no bread all the day, 
nor all the night. And the woman came unto 
Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and 
said xmto him. Behold, thine handmaid hath 
obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in 
my hand, and have hearkened unto thy 
words which thou spakest imto me. Now 
therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also 
uiato the voice of thine handmaid, and let me 
set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, 
that thou mayest have strength, when thou 
goest on thy way. But he refused, and said, 
I will not eat. But Ms servants, together 
with the woman, compelled him; and he 
hearkened unto their voice. So he arose 
from the earth, and sat upon the bed. And 
the woman had a fat calf in the house; and 
she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and 
kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread 
thereof: and she brought it before Saul, and 
before Ms servants; and they did eat. Then 
they rose up, and went away that night. 

Aphek 

Now the PMlistines gathered together all 
their armies to Aphek: and the Israelites 
pitched by a foimtain wMch is in Jezreel. 
And the lords of the PMlistines passed on by 
himdreds, and by thousands; but David and 
Ms men passed on in the rereward with 
AcMsh. Then said the princes of the PMl- 
istines What do these Hebrews here? And 
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Saul slew his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands? 

Then Achish called David, and said unto 
him. Surely, as the Lord liveth, thou hast 
been upright, and thy going out and thy 
coming in with me in the host is good in my 
sight: for I have not found evil in thee since 
the day of thy coming unto me unto this 
day: nevertheless the lords favour thee not. 
Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that 
thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. 
And David said unto Achish, But what have 
I done? and what hast thou found in thy 
servant so long as I have been with thee 
imto this day, that I may not go fight against 
the enemies of my lord the king? And 
Achish answered and said to David, I know 
that thou art good in my sight, as an angel 
of God: notwithstanding the princes of the 
Philistines have said. He shall not go up with 
us to the battle. Wherefore now rise up early 
in the morning with thy master’s servants 
that are come with thee: and as soon as ye 
be up early in the morning, and have light, 
depart. So David and his men rose up early 
to depart in the morning, to return into the 
land of the Philistines. And the Philistines 
went up to Jezreel. 

Ziklag 

And it came to pass, when David and his 
men were come to ZMag on the third day, 
that the Amalekites had invaded the south, 
and Zildag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned 
it with fires aiid. had taken the women cap- 
tives, that were therein: they slew not any, 
either great or small, but carried them away, 
and went on their way. So David and Ms 
men came to the city, and, behold, it was 
burned with fire; and their wives, and their 
sons, and their daughters, were taken cap- 
tives. Then David and the people that were 
with him lifted up their voice and wept, 
until they had no more power to weep. And 
David’s two wives were taken captives, AMn- 
oam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Camielite. And David was greatly 
distressed; for the people spake of stoning 
him, because the soul of all the people was 
grieved, every man for his sons and for Ms 
daughters : but David encouraged himself in 
the Lord Ms God.^ 

And David said to Abiathar the priest. 


AMmelech’s son, I pray thee, bring me 
hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought 
tMther the ephod to David. And David in- 
quired at the Lord, saying. Shall I pursue 
after tMs troop ? shall I overtake them ? And 
he answered Mm, Pursue: for thou shalt 
surely overtake tliem, and without fail re- 
cover all. So David went, he and the six 
hundred men that were with Mm, and came 
to the brook Besor, where those that were 
left behind stayed. But David pursued, he 
and four hundred men: for two hundred 
abode behind, wMch were so faint that they 
could not go over the brook Besor. 

And they found an Egyptian in the field, 
and brought him to David, and gave Mm 
bread, and he did eat; and they made him 
drink water; and they gave him a piece of a 
cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins: and 
when he had eaten, Ms spirit came again to 
Mm: for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk 
any water, three days and three nights. And 
David said imto Mm, To whom belongest 
thou? and whence art thou? And he said, 
I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an 
Amalekite; and my master left me, because 
three days agone I fell sick. We made an 
invasion upon the south of the CheretMtes, 
and upon the coast wMch belongeth to 
Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and we 
burned Ziklag with fire. And David said to 
Mm, Canst thou bring me down to tMs com- 
pany? And he said, Swear unto me by God, 
that thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me 
into the hands of my master, and I will bring 
thee down to tMs company. 

And when he had brought Mm down, be- 
hold, they were spread abroad upon all the 
earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, 
because of all the great spoil that they had 
taken out of the land of the PMiistines, and 
out of the land of Judah. And David smote 
them from the twilight even unto the even- 
ing of the next day: and there escaped not a 
man of them, save four himdred young men, 
wMch rode upon camels, and fled. And 
David recovered all that the Amalekites had 
carried away: and David rescued Ms two 
wives. And there was nothing lacking to 
them, neither small nor great, neither sons 
nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any tMng 
that they had taken to them: David re- 
covered all. And David took ail the flocks 
and the herds, wMch they drave before 


* One of the keynotes of liis character. Alone, threatened with stoning, he finds courage and confidence 
in his contact with God. 
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those other cattle^ and said^ This is David’s 
spoil. 

Memories of Home Towns 

And David came to the two hxmdred men:> 
which were so faint that they could not follow 
Davids whom they had made also to abide at 
the brook Besor: and they went forth to 
meet David, and to meet the people that 
were with him: and when David came near 
to the people, he saluted them. Then an- 
swered all the wicked men and men of Belial, 
of those that went with David, and said, 
Because they went not with us, we will not 
give them ought of the spoil lhat we have 
recovered, save to every man his wife and his 
children, that they may lead them away, and 
depart. Then said David, Ye shall not do so, 
my brethren, with that which the Lord hath 
given us, who hath preserved us, and de- 
livered the company that came against us 
into our hand. For who will hearken unto 
you in this matter ? but as his part is that 
goeth down to the battle, so shall his part 
be that tarrieth by the stuif : they shall part 
alilce. And it was so from that day forward, 
that he made it a statute and an ordinance 
for Israel unto this day. 

And when David came to Ziklag, he sent 
of the spoil tmto the elders of Judah, even 
to his friends, saying. Behold a present for 
you of the spoil of the enemies of the Lord| 
to them which were in Beth-el, and to them 
which were in south Ramoth, and to them 
which were in Jattir, and to them which 
were in Aroer, and to them which were in 
Siphmoth, and to them which were in Eshte- 
moa, and to them which were in Rachai, and 
to them which were in the cities of the Jerah- 
meelites, and to them which were in the 
cities of the Kenites, and to them which 
were in Hormah, and to them which were in 
Chor-ashan, and to them which were in 
Athach, and to them which were in Hebron, 
and to all the places where David himself 
and his men were wont to haunt. 


Towns of Shame and Honour 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel: 
and the men of Israel hed from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain in mount 
Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard 
upon Saul and upon his sons^ and the Phil- 
istines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
Malchishua, Saul’s sons. And the battle 
went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him I and he was sore woimded of the 
archers. Then said Saul unto his armour- 
bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me 
through therewith; lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through; and abuse me. 
But his armourbearer would not; for he was 
sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, 
and fell upon it. And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell like- 
wise upon his sword, and died with him. 
So Saul died, and his three sons, and his 
armourbearer, and all his men, that same day 
together. 

And when the men of Israel that were on 
the other side of the valley, and they that 
were on the other side Jordan, saw that the 
men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; 
and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his three sons fallen in 
mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, 
and stripped off his armour, and sent into the 
land of the Philistines round about, to pub- 
lish it in the house of their idols, and among 
the people. And they put his armour in the 
house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his 
body to the wall of Beth-shan. And w^hen 
the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done to Saul; all 
the valiant men arose, and went all night, 
and took the body of Saul and the bodies of 
his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came 
to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they 
took their bones, and buried them imder a 
tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 
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David^s Lament 


Hebron links the story of the little towns to that of the great cities 


Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, 

Let there be no dew, neither let there be 
rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings: 

For there the shield of the mighty is vilely 
cast away. 

The shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat 
of the mighty. 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back, 

And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and plea- 
sant in their lives. 

And in their death they were not divided: 

They were swifter than eagles. 

They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,^ 

Who clothed you in scarlet, with other de- 
lights. 

Who put on ornaments of gold upon your 
apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in die midst of 
the battle! 

0 Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places. 

1 am distressed for thee, my brother Jona- 


Then David took hold on his clothes, and 
rent them j and likewise all the men that were 
with him; and they mourned, and wept, and 
fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan 
his son, and for the people of the Lord, and 
for the house of Israel; because they were 
fallen by the sword. And David said unto 
the young man that told him, Whence art 
thou? And he answered, I am the son of a 
stranger, an Amalekite. And David said unto 
him. How wast thou not afraid to stretch 
forth thine hand to destroy the Lord’s 
anointed? And David called one of the 
young men, and said. Go near, and fall 
upon him. And he smote him that he died. 
And David said unto him. Thy blood be 
upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified 
against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord’s 
anointed. ' 


And David lamented with this lamentation 
over Saul and over Jonathan his son; (also he 
bade them teach the children of Judah the 
use of the bow; behold, it is written in the 
book of Jashef .y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high 
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and the sun went down when they were come 
to the hill of Atnmaha that lieth before Giah 
by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. And 
the children of Benjamin gathered themselves 
together after Abner, and became one troop, 
and stood on the top of an hill. Then Abner 
called to Joab, and said. Shall the sword de- 
vour for ever? knowest thou not that it will 
be bitterness in the latter end? how long shall 
it be then, ere thou bid the people return 
from following their brethren? And Joab 
said. As God liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, 
surely then in the morning the people had 
gone up every one from following his brother. 
So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people 
stood still, and pursued after Israel no more, 
neither fought they any more. And Abner 
and his men walked all that night through 
the plain, and passed over Jordan, and went 
through all Bithron, and they came to Maha- 
naim. 

And Joab returned from following Abner: 
and when he had gathered all the people to- 
gether, there lacked of David’s servants nine- 
teen men and Asahel. But the servants of 
David had smitten of Benjamin, and of Ab- 
ner’s men, so that three hundred and three- 
score men died. And they took up Asahel, 
and buried liim in the sepulchre of his father, 
which was in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his 
men went all night, and they came to Hebron 
at break of day. 

Now there was long war between the house 
of Saul and the house of David: but David 
waxed stronger and stronger, and the house 
of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 

Family Relationships 

And imto David were sons bom in Hebron : 
and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam 
the Jezreelitess; and his second, Chileab, of 
Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite ; and 
the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; and the 
fourth, Adonij ah the son of Haggith; and 
the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; and 
the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David’s wife. 
These were born to David in Hebron. 

And it came to pass, while there was war 
between the house of Saul and the house of 
David, that Abner made himself strong for 
the house of Saul. And Saul had a concubine, 
whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of 
Aiah : and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Where- 
fore hast thou gone in unto my father’s con- 
cubine? Then was Abner very wroth for the 


words of Ish-bosheth, and said. Am I a dog’s 
head, which against Judah do shew kindness 
this day unto the house of Saul thy father, to 
his brethren, and to his friends, and have not 
delivered thee into the hand of David, that 
thou chargest me to day with a fault concern- 
ing this woman? So do God to Abner, and 
more also, except, as the Lord hath sworn to 
David, even so I do to him; to translate the 
kingdom from the house of Saul, and to set 
up the throne of David over Israel and over 
Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba. And 
he could not answer Abner a word again, be- 
cause he feared him. 

Social Relationships 

And Abner sent messengers to David on 
his behalf, saying. Whose is the land? saying 
also, Make thy league with me, and, behold, 
my hand shall be with thee, to bring about all 
Israel unto thee. And he said. Well; I will 
make a league with thee: but one thing I re- 
quire of thee, that is, Thou shalt not see my 
face, except thou first bring Michal Saul’s 
daughter, when thou comest to see my face. 
And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth 
Saul’s son, saying, Deliver me my wife Mi- 
chal, which I espoused to me for an hundred 
foreskins of the Pliilistines. And Ish-bosheth 
sent, and took her from her husband, even 
from Phaltiel the son of Laish. And her hus- 
band went with her along weeping behind 
her to Bahurim. Then said Abner unto him, 
Go, return. And he returned. 

And Abner had communication with the 
elders of Israel, saying. Ye sought for David 
in times past to be king over you: now then 
do it: for the Lord hath spoken of David, 
saying, By the hand of my servant David I 
will save my people Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines, and out of the hand of all 
their enemies. And Abner also spake in the 
ears of Benjamin: and Abner went also to 
speak in the ears of David in Hebron all that 
seemed good to Israel, and that seemed good 
to the whole house of Benjamin. So Abner 
came to David to Hebron, and twenty men 
with him. And David made Abner and the 
men that were with him a feast. And Abner 
said unto David, I will arise and go, and will 
gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that 
they may make a league with thee, and that 
thou mayest reign over all that thine heart 
desireth. And David sent Abner away; and 
he went in peace. 

And, behold, the servants of David and Joab 
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WHAT GLORIOUS CITIES THE WORLD HAS SEEN 

Some have been famous for the splendour of their tradey some for the beauty of their 
situation; others have possessed the magnificence of palaces^ the grace of temples^ the 
bold outline of fortresses. In a way^ they are all glorious^ but does a city* s true glory 
lie in any of these things? 


came from pursuing a troop^ and brought in 
a great spoil with them : but Abner was not 
with David in Hebron; for he had sent him 
away, and he was gone in peace. When Joab 
and all the host that was with him were come, 
they told Joab, saying, Abner the son of Ner 
came to the long, and he hath sent him away, 
and he is gone in peace. Then Joab came to 
the king, and said. What hast thou done? be- 
hold, Abner came unto thee; why is it that 
thou hast sent him away^ and he is quite gone ? 
Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he 
came to deceive thee, and to know thy going 
out and thy coming in, and to know aU that 
thou doest. And when Joab was come out 
from David, he sent messengers after Abner, 
wliich brought him again from the well of 
Sirah: but David knew it not. 

And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 


Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with 
him quietly, and smote him there under the 
fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel 
his brother. And afterward when David 
heard it, he said, I and my kingdom are guilt- 
less before the Lord for ever from the blood 
of Abner the son of Ner: let it rest on 
head of Joab, and on all his father’s house; 
and let there not fail from the house of Joab 
one that hath an issue, or that is a leper, or 
that leaneth on a staff, or that falleth on the 
sword, or that lacketh bread. So Joab and 
Abishai his brother slew Abner, because he 
had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in 
the battle. 

And David said to Joab, and to all 
people that were with him. Rend your 
clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and 
mourn before Abner. And king David 
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Sons and Servants 


* Which was at Mahanaim (p, 341, n. i). Interwoven with the story of Hebron and David’s household is the 
story of Mahanaim and the survivors of Saul’s household j a contrast that brings out effectively the difference 
in spirit between the people in each place. 
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himself followed the bier. And they buried 
Abner in Hebron : and the king lifted up his 
voiccvand wept at thCf grave of Abners and 
all the people wept. And the king lamented 
over Abners and said^ 

Died Abner as a fool dieth ? 

Thy hands were not bounds nor thy feet 
put into fetters: 

As a man falleth before wicked men^ so 
feilest thou. 

And all the people wept again over him. 
And when all the people came to cause David 
to eat meat while it was yet day^ David sware^ 
saying. So do God to me, and more also, if 1 
taste bread, or ought else, till the sun be down. 
And all the people took notice of it, and it 
pleased them: as whatsoever the king did 
pleased ah the people. For all the people and 
all Israel imderstood that day that it was not 
of the king to slay Abner the son of Ner. And 
the king said unto his servants, Know ye not 
that there is a prince and a great man fallen 
this day in Israel? And I am this day weak, 
though anointed king; and these men the 
sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me : the Lord 
shall reward the doer of evil according to his 
wickedness. 


And when Saul’s son heard that Abner 
was dead in Hebron, his hands were feeble, 
and all the Israelites were troubled. And 
Saul’s son had two men that were captains 
of bands: the name of the one was Baanah, 
and the name of the other Rechab, the sons 
of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the children of 
Benjamin: (for Beeroth also was reckoned to 
Benjamin; and the Beerothites fled to Git- 
taim, and were sojourners there until this 
dscyS 

And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son that 
was lame of his feet. He was five years old 
when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan 
out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, 
and fled: and it came to pass, as she made 
haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. 
And his name was Mephibosheth, 

And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, 
Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the house of Ish- 
bosheth,^ who lay ona bed at noon. And they 
came thither into the midst of the house, as 


though they would have fetched wheat; and 
they smote him under the fifth rib: and 
Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. For 
when they came into the house, he lay on his 
bed in his bedchamber, and they smote him, 
and slew him, and beheaded him, and took 
his head, and gat them away through the 
plain all night. And they brought the head 
of Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and 
said to the king. Behold the head of Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul thine enemy, which 
sought thy life; and the Lord hath avenged 
my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his 
seed. And David answered Rechab and Baa- 
nah Ms brother, the sons of Rimmon the 
Beerothite, and said unto them. As the Lord 
hveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all 
adversity, when one told me, saying. Be- 
hold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought 
good tidings, I took hold of Mm, and slew 
him in Ziklag, who thought that I would 
have given him a reward for Ms tidings : how 
much more, when wicked men have slain a 
righteous person in Ms own house upon Ms 
bed? shall I not therefore now require Ms 
blood of your hand, and take you away from 
the earth? And David commanded Ms young 
men, and they slew them, and cut off their 
hands and their feet, and hanged them up 
over the pool in Hebron. But they took the 
head of Ish-bosheth, and buried it in the 
sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 


Political Relationships 


Then came aU the tribes of Israel to David 
unto Hebron, and spake, saying. Behold, we 
are thy bone and thy fiesh. Also in time past, 
when Saul was king over us, thou wast he 
that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and 
the Lord said to thee. Thou shalt feed my 
people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain 
over Israel. So all the elders of Israel came 
to the king to Hebron; and king David made 
a league with them in Hebron before the 
Lord: and they anointed David king over 
Israel. 

David was tMrty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned forty years. In 
Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years 
and six months : and in Jerusalem he reigned 
tMrty and three years over aU Israel and 
Judah. 
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against the mxilberry trees. And let it be^ 
when thou hearest the sound of a going in 
the tops of the mulberry trees^ that then thou 
shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the Lord 
go out before thee^ to smite the host of the 
Philistines. And David did so^ as the Lord 
had commanded him; and smote the Philis- 
tines from Geba until thou come to Gazer. 

From House to House 

Again^ David gathered together all the 
chosen men of Israel^ thirty thousand. And 
David arose, and went with all the people 
that were with him from Baale of Judah, to 
bring up from thence the ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the Lord of 
hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. 
And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And 
they brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark 
of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And 
David and all the house of Israel played be- 
fore the Lord on all manner of instruments 
made of fir wood, even on harps, and on 
psalteries, and on timbrels, and on comets, 
and on cymbals. 

And when they came to Nachon’s thresh- 
ingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark 
of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen 
shook it. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah;^ and God smote him 
therefor his error; and there he died by the 
ark of God. And David was displeased, be- 
the Lord had made a breach upon 
zzah: and he called the name of the place 
to this day. And David was 
afraid of the Lord that day, and said. How 
the ark of the Lord come to me? So 
David would not remove the ark of the Lord 
unto him into the city of David : but David 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite . And the ark of the Lord con- 
tinued in the house of Obed-edom the Git- 
tite three months : and the Lord blessed 
Obed-edom, and all his household. 

And it was told king David, saying, The 
hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, 
that pertaineth unto him, because of 


the ark of God. So David went and brought 
up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with gladness. 
And it was so, that when they that bare tlie 
ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacri- 
ficed oxen and fatlings. And David danced 
before the Lord with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen ephod. So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up 
the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with 
the sound of the trumpet. 

T/ie People Blessed 

And as the ark of the Lord came into the 
city of David, Michai SauPs daughter looked 
through a window, and saw king David leap- 
ing and dancing before the Lord; and she 
despised him in her heart. And they brought 
in the ark of the Lord, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle that David had 
pitched for it: and David offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings before the I.0 PvD. 
And as soon as David had made an end of 
offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord of hosts. And he dealt among all the 
people, even among the whole multitude of 
Israel, as well to the women as men, to every 
one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, 
and a flagon of wine. So all the people de- 
parted every one to his house. 

Communal Dancing 

Then David returned to bless his house- 
hold, And Michai the daughter of Saul came 
out to meet David, and said. How glorious 
was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered 
himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids 
of his servants, as one of the vain fellows 
shamelessly uncovereth loimself ! And David 
said unto Michai, It was before the Lord, 
which chose me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the Lord, over Israel: therefore 
will I play before the Lord. And I will yet be 
more vile than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: and of the maidservants which 
thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be had 
in honour. Therefore Michai the daughter 
of Saul had no child unto the day of her 
death. 


r Attempts have been made to explain Uzzah’s death by attributing it to an accident or sudden shock. 
But in narratives so old and short as this it is better to content ourselves with a plain statement of the 
popular belief which the story reflects, ‘None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites.’ (i Chron. 15, 
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The House of David 

And it came to pass^ when the king sat in 
his house^ and the Lord had given him rest 
round about from all his enemies 5 that the 
king said xmto Nathan the prophet. See now, 
I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of 
God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan 
said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine 
heart; for the Lord is with thee. 

And it came to pass that night, that the 
word of the Lord came unto Nathan, saying. 
Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the 
Lord, Shalt thou build me an house for me 
to dwell in? Whereas I have not dwelt in any 
house since the time that I brought up the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this 
day, but have walked in a tent and in a taber- 
nacle. In all the places wherein I have walked 
with all the children of Israel spake I a word 
with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I com- 
manded to feed my people Israel, saying. 
Why build ye not me an house of cedar? 
Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my 
servant David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I took thee from the sheepcote, from follow- 
ing the sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel: and I was with thee whitherso- 
ever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine 
enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee 
a great name, like unto the name of the great 
men that are in the earth. Moreover I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel, and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of 
their own, and move no more; neither shall 
the children of wickedness afSict them any 
more, as beforetime, and as since the time 
that I commanded judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee to rest 
from all thine enemies . Also the Lord telleth 
thee that he wiU make thee an house.^ And 
when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy 
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build an house for my name, and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 
I will be his father, and he shah be my son. 
If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of 
the children of men: but my mercy shall not 
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depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee. And thine 
house and thy kingdom shall be established 
for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever. According to aU these 
words, and according to all this vision, so did 
Nathan speak unto David. 

Then went king David in, and sat before 
the Lord, and he said. Who am I, O Lord 
God? and what is my house, that tltou hast 
brought me hitherto? And this was yet a 
small thing in thy sight, O Lord God; but 
thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house 
for a great while to come. And is this tlie 
manner of man, O Lord God? And what 
can David say more unto thee? for thou. 
Lord God, knowest thy servant. For thy 
word’s sake, and according to thine own 
heart, hast ihou done all these great things, 
to make thy servant know them. Wherefore 
thou art great, O Lord God: for there is 
none like thee, neither is there any God be- 
side thee, according to all that we have heard 
with our ears. And what one nation in the 
earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for a people to himself, 
and to make him a name, and to do for you 
great things and terrible, for thy land, before 
thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee 
from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 
For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people 
Israel to be a people unto thee for ever; and 
thou. Lord, art become their God. And 
now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concern- 
ing his house, establish it for ever, and do as 
thou hast said. And let tliy name be magni- 
fied for ever, saying. The Lord of hosts is 
the God over Israel: and let the house of thy 
servant David be established before thee. 
For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, 
hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will 
build thee an house: therefore hath thy ser- 
vant found in his heart to pray this prayer 
unto thee. And now, O Lord God, thou art 
that God, and thy words be true, and thou 
hast promised this goodness unto thy ser- 
vant: therefore now let it please thee to bless 
the house of thy servant, that it may con- 
tinue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord 
God, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing 



* The key to this page is to be found in the meaning of this word houses David uses it at first in the sense 
of a building. The prophet uses it to describe the Davidic dynasty. In view of the N.T, teaching (i Gor. 3, 16; 
Eph. 2, 19) and the fact that underlying the conversations there is the thought of the House of Israel as well 
as of the House of God and the House of David, we have tried to bring out the significance to the community 
of the promise made to the family of David. 
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let the house of thy servant be blessed for 
ever. 

Strength and Justice 
And after this it came to pass, that David 
smote the Phflistines, and subdued them: 
and David took Metheg-ammah out of the 
hand of the Philistines. And he smote Moab, 
and measured them with a line, casting them 
down to the ground; even with two hues 
measured he to put to death, and with one 
full line to keep alive. And so the Moabites 
became David’s servants, and brought gifts. 

David smote also Hadadezer, the son ot 
Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went 
his border at the river Euphrates. And David 
took from him a thousand chariots, and seven 
hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand 
footmen: and David houghed all the chmot 
horses, but reserved of them for an hundred 
chariots. And when the Syrians of Damascus 
came to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, 
David slew of the Syrians two and twenty 
thousand men. Then David put garrisons m 
Syria of Damascus: and the Syrians bec^e 
servants to David, and brought gifts. And 
the Lord preserved David whithersoever he 
went. And David took the shields of gold 
that were on the servants of Hadadezer, and 
brought them to Jerusalem. And from 
Betah, and from Berothai, cities of Hadad- 
ezer, king David took exceeding much 

"^When Toi king of Hamath heard that 
David had smitten all the host of Hadad- 
ezer, then Toi sent Joram his son unto king 
David, to salute him, and to bless him, be- 
cause he had fought against Hadadezer, and 
smitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with 
Toi. And Joram brought with him vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of 
brass: which also king David did dedicate* 
unto the Lord, with the silver and gold that 
he had dedicated of aE nations which he 
subdued; of Syria, and of Moab, and of the 
children of Anunon, and of the Philistines, 
i and of Amalefc, and of the spoil of Hadad- 
■ ezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. And 
David gat him a name when he returned 
from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of 
salt, being eighteen thousand men. And he 
put garrisons in Edom; throughout aU Edom 
put he garrisons, and aU they of Edom be- 
came David’s servants. And the Lord pre- 
served David whithersoever he went. 


And David reigned over all Israel; and 
David executed judgment and justice unto 
all his people. And Joab the son of Zeruiah 
was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son 
of Ahilud was recorder; and Zadok the son 
of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of Abia- 
thar, were the priests; and Seraiah was the 
scribe; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites ; 
and David’s sons were chief rulers. 

Loving-kindness 

And David said. Is there yet any that is 
left of the house of Saul, that I may shew 
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake? And there 
was of the house of Saul a servant whose 
name was Ziba. And when they had caUed 
him unto David, the king said unto him. Art 
thou Ziba? And he said. Thy servant is he. 
And the king said. Is there not yet any of the 
house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness 
of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the 
king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame 
on his feet. And the king said unto to. 
Where is he? And Ziba said imto the kmg. 
Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son 
of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. Then king David 
sent, and fetched him out of the house of 
Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 
Now when Mephiboshethj the son of Jona- 
than^ the son of Saul^ was come unto Davic^ 
he fell on his face, and did reverence. And 
David said, Mephibosheth. And he an- 
swered, Behold thy servant! And David said 
unto to. Fear not: for I will surely shew 
thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, 
and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy 
father; and thou shaft eat bread at my table 
continually. And he bowed himself, and 
said. What is thy servant, that thou shouldest 
look upon such a dead dog as I am? 

Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser- 
vant, and said unto him, I have given unto 
thy master’s son aU. that pertained to Saul 
and to all his house. Thou therefore, and 
thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land 
for him, and thou shaft bring in the fruits, 
that thy master’s son may have food to eat: 
but Mephibosheth thy master’s son shall eat 
bread alway at my table. Now Ziba had 

fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then said 

Ziba unto the king. According to aE that my 
lord the king hath commanded his servant, 
so sball thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, 


The picture of Jerusalem on this page is indeed tliat of a City of Dreams. 
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WILL THE CITIES OF TO-MORROW BE AFTER GOD’S PLAN? 


Great changes are taking place in our cities to-day ^ and the significant thing is that it 
is not just the face of the city which is being altered^ and not just business interests that 
are being considered^ but that a new spirit has invaded the city^ and is humanizing it 


son of Nahash, as his father shewed kindness 
unto me. And David sent to comfort him by 
the hand of his servants for his father. And 
David’s servants came into the land of the 
children of Ammon. And the princes of the 
children of Ammon said unto Hanun their 
lord^ Thinkest thou that David doth honour 
thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto 
thee? hath not David rather sent his servants 
unto thee, to search the city, and to spy it 
out, and to overthrow it? Wherefore Hanun 
took David’s servants, and shaved off the one 
half of their beards, and cut off their gar- 
ments in the middle, even to their buttocks. 


said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one 
of the king’s sons. And Mepliibosheth had 
a young son, whose name was Micha. And 
all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were ser- 
vants unto Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth 
dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually 
at the king’s tables and was lame on both his 
feet. 


A Friendly Spirit 

And it came to pass after this, that the king 
of the children of Ammon died, and Hamm 
his son reigned in his stead. Then said 
David, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the 
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and sent them away. When they told it unto 
David, he sent to meet them, because Ae 
men were greatly ashamed; and the king 
said. Tarry at Jericho until your beards be 
grown, and then return. 

And when the children of Ammon saw 
that they stank before David, the c^ldren 
of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of 
Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty 
thousand footmen, and of king Maacah a 
thousand men, and of Ish-tob twelve ^ou- 
sand men. And when David heard of it, he 
sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men. 
And the children of Ammon came out, and 
put the battle in array at the entering in of 
the gate: and the Syrians of Zoba, and of 
Rehob, and Ish-tob, and Maacah, were by 
themselves in the field. 

When Joab saw that the front of the battle 
was against him before and behind, he chose 
of all the choice men of Israel, and put them 
in array against the Syrians : and the rest of 
the people he delivered into the hand of 
Abishai his brother, that he might put them 
in array against the children of Ammon. And 
he said. If the Syrians be too strong for me, 
then thou shalt help me : but if the children 
of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will 
come and help thee. Be of good courage, and 
let us play the men for our people, and for 
the cities of our God: and the Lord do that 
which seemeth him good. And Joab drew 
nigh, and the people that were with liim, 


unto the battle against the Syrians: and they 
fied before him. And when the children of 
Ammon saw that the Syrians were fied, then 
fled they also before Abishai, and entered 
into the city. So Joab returned from the 
children of Ammon, and came to Jerusalem. 

And when the Syrians saw tliat they were 
smitten before Israel, they gathered them- 
selves together. And Hadarezer sent, and 
brought out the Syrians that were beyond 
the river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of Hadarezer 
went before them. And when it was told 
David, he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to Helam. 
And the Syrians set themselves in array 
against David, and fought with him. And 
the Syrians fied before Israel; and David 
slew the men of seven hundred chariots of 
the Syrians, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of their host, 
who died there. And when all the kings that 
were servants to Hadarezer saw that they 
were smitten before Israel, they made peace 
with Israel, and served them. So the Syrians 
feared to help the children of Ammon any 
more. 

And it came to pass, after the year was 
expired, at the time when kings go forth to 
battie, that David sent Joab, and his servants 
with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and besieged Rab- 
bah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 


rHE CURSE OF CITIES ^ Samuel 11, 2 20, 2 

We are not hurried through Jerusalem Jor we have much to learn from this first attempt 
to build a city after God’s plan. We have seen the good start that was made, and bem 
in the home that was designed to set the tone and standard of the city . Sudden^ the 
scene is changed, and Jerusalem is as full of sorrow and strife as any other aty. But we 
see here what we are not always able to discern in other cities, that the cause oj the 
trouble is sin. 


AND it came to pass in an eveningtide, that 
David arose from off his bed, and walked 
upon the roof of the king’s house: and from 
the roof he saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautififi to look 
upon. And David sent and inquired after 
the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath- 
sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite? And David sent mes- 
sengers, and took her; and she came in unto 
liim, and he lay with her ; for she was purified 
from her uncleanness : and she returned unto 


her house. And the woman conceived, and 
sent and told David, and said, I am with 
child. 

A Broken Home 

And David sent to Joab, saying. Send me 
Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. And when Uriah was come unto 
him, David demanded of him how Joab did, 
and how the people did, and how the war 
prospered. An,d David said to Uriah, Go 
down to thv house, and wash thy feet. And 
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depart from thine houses because tliou hast 
despised me^ and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith 
the Loiod, Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before tliine eyes, and give them 
unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst 
it secretly; but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun. And David said 
unto Natlian, I have sinned against the Lord. 
And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 
Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is 
born unto thee shall surely die. And Nathan 
departed unto his house. 

And the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s 
wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 
David therefore besought God for the child; 
and David fasted, and went in, and lay all 
night upon the earth. And the elders of his 
house arose, and went to him, to raise him up 
from the earth : but he would not, neither did 
he eat bread with them. And it came to pass 
on the seventh day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell him that 
the child was dead; for they said. Behold, 
while the child was yet alive, we spake unto 
him, and he would not hearken unto our 
voice : how will he then vex himself, if we tell 
him that the child is dead? But when David 
saw that Ms servants whispered, David per- 
ceived that the child was dead: therefore 
David said tmto Ms servants, Is the cMld 
dead? And they said. He is dead. Then 
David arose from the earth, and washed, and 
anointed himself, and changed Ms apparel, 
and came into the house of theLoRD, and wor- 
sMpped; then he came to Ms own house; and 
when he required, they set bread before Mm, 
and he did eat. Then said his servants unto 
him. What thing is tMs that thou hast done? 
thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it 
was alive ; but when the child was dead, thou 
didstrise and eat bread. And he said. While 
the cMld was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for 
I said. Who can tell whether God will be 
gracious to me, that the cMid may live? But 
now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can 
I bring Mm back again? I shall go to Mm, 
but he shall hot return to me. 

And David comforted Bath-sheba Ms wife, 
and went in unto her, and lay with her; and 
she bare a son, and he called Ms name Solo- 


mon: and the Lord loved him. And he sent 
by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he 
called Ms name Jedidiah, because of the 
Lord. 

Fall of Ammon 

And Joab fought against Rabbah of the 
children of Ammon, and took the royal city. 
And Joab sent messengers to David, and 
said, I have fought against Rabbah, and have 
taken the city of waters. Now therefore 
gather the rest of the people together, and 
encamp against the city, and take it: lest I 
talce the city, and it be called after my name. 
And David gathered all the people together, 
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it, 
and took it. And he took their king’s crown 
from off Ms head, the weight whereof was a 
talent of gold with the precious stones; and 
it was set on David’s head. And he brought 
forth the spoil of the city in great abundance. 
And he brought forth the people that were 
therein, and put them under saws, and under 
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and 
made them pass through the brickkiln: and 
thus did he unto all the cities of the cMldren 
of Ammon, So David and all the people re- 
turned unto Jerusalem, 

A Family Tragedy 

And it came to pass after tMs, that Absa- 
lom the son of David had a fair sister, whose 
name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of 
David loved her. And Amnon was so vexed, 
that he fell sick for Ms sister Tamar; for she 
was a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for 
Mm to do any tMng to her. But Amnon had 
a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of 
Shimeah David’s brother: and Jonadab was 
a very subtil man. And he said unto him. 
Why art thou, being the king’s son, lean from 
day to day? wilfthou not tell me? And Am- 
non said unto Mm, I love Tamar, my brother 
Absalom’s sister. And Jonadab said unto 
him. Lay thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to 
see thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my 
sister Tamar come, and give me meat, and 
dress the meat in my sight, that I may see it, 
and eat it at her hand. So Amnon lay down, 
and made himself sick; and when the king 
was come to see him, Amnon said unto the 
king, I pray thee, let Tamar my sister come, 
and make me a couple of cakes in my sight, 
that I may eat at her hand. 
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by the way of the hill side behind him. And 
Jonadab said unto the king. Behold, the 
king’s sons come : as thy servant said, so it is. 
And it came to pass, as soon as he had made 
an end of speaking, that, behold, the king’s 
sons came, and lifted up their voice and wept: 
and the king also and all his servants wept 
very sore. 

But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, 
the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And 
David mourned for his son every day. So 
Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was 
there three years. And the soul of king David 
longed to go forth unto Absalom: for he was 
comforted concerning Amnon, seeing he was 
dead. 

Reconciliation 

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived 
tliat the king’s heart was toward Absalom. 
And Joab sent to Tekoah, and fetched thence 
a wise woman, and said unto her, I pray thee, 
feign thyself to be a mourner, and put on 
now mourning apparel, and anoint not thy- 
self with oil, but be as a woman that had a 
long time mourned for the dead: and come 
to the king, and speak on this manner tmto 
him. So Joab put the words in her mouth. 

And when the woman of Tekoah spake to 
the king, she fell on her face to the ground, 
and did obeisance, and said. Help, G king. 
And the king said unto her. What aileth thee ? 
And she answered, I am indeed a widow 
woman, and mine husband is dead. And thy 
handmaid had two sons, and they two strove 
together in the field, and there was none to 
part them, but the one smote the other, and 
slew him. And, behold, the whole family is 
risen against thine handmaid, and they said. 
Deliver him that smote his brother, that we 
jm, for the life of his brother whom 
slewi and we will destroy the heir also: 
and so they shall quench my coal which is 
left, and shall not leave to my husband neither 
name nor remainder upon the earth. 

And the king said unto the woman. Go to 
thine houses and I will give charge concern- 
ing thee. And the woman of Tekoah said 
unto the kins:, Mv lord, O kine, the iniouitv 


destroy any more, lest they destroy my son. 
And he said, As the Lord iiveth, there shall 
not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. 

Then the woman said. Let thine hand- 
maid, I pray thee, speak one word unto my 
lord the king. And he said. Say on. And 
the woman said. Wherefore then hast thou 
thought such a thing against the people of 
God? for the king doth speak this thing as 
one which is faulty, in that the king doth 
not fetch home again his banished. For we 
must needs die, and are as water spilt on the 
ground, which caimot be gathered up again; 
neither doth God respect any person: yet 
doth he devise means, that his banished be 
not expelled from him. Now therefore that 
I am come to speak of this thing unto my 
lord the king, it is because the people have 
made me afraid: and thy handmaid said, I 
will now speak unto the Mng; it may be that 
the king will perform the request of ]Ws hand- 
maid. For the king will hear, to deliver his 
handmaid out of the hand of the man that 
would destroy me and my son together out 
of the inheritance of God. Then thine hand- 
maid said. The word of my lord the king 
shall now be comfortable: for as an angel of 
God, so is my lord the king to discern good 
and bad : therefore the Lord thy God wiU be 
with thee. 

Then the king answered and said unto the 
woman. Hide not from me, I pray thee, the 
thing that I shall ask thee. And the woman 
said. Let my lord the king now speak. And 
the king said. Is not the hand of Joab with 
thee in aU this? Amd the woman answered 
and said. As thy soul livetli, my lord the king, 
none can turn to the right hand or to the left 
from ought that my lord the king hath 
spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, 
and he put all these words in the mouth of 
thine handmaid: to fetch about this form of 
speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing : 
and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom 
of an angel of God, to know ail things that 
are in the earth. 

And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, 
I have done this thing: go therefore, bring 
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IN THE LIGHT OF THIS REVELATION DARE 

And where such cities already exists dare we suffer them to remain as they are ? The 
light that shows up the shame of Jerusalem discovers the cities of shame we have huilty 
and there it staysy untily above the smoke and strife^ we catch a gleam of the city that 


Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders 
of Israel; and thus and thus have I coun- 
selled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell 
David, saying. Lodge not this night in the 
plains of the wilderness, but speedily pass 
over; lest the king be swallowed up, and all 
the people that are with him. Now Jonathan 
and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel; for they 
might not be seen to come into the city : and 
a wench went and told them; and they went 
and told king David, Nevertheless a lad saw 
them, and told Absalom : but they went both 
of them away quickly, and came to a man’s 
house in Bahurim, which had a well in his 


ground : and of him and of all the men that 
are with him there shall not be left so much 
as one. Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, 
then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, 
and we will draw it into the river, until there 
be not one small stone found there. And Ab- 
salom and all the men of Israel said, The 
counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel, For the Lokd 
had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon Absalom, 

Then said Hushai imto Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus did 
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WE GO ON BUILDING CITIES LIKE THIS? 

mighi have been. We miss the whole point of these pages if we see not this contrast 
between GocTs idea of a city and marCs^ drawn out in Jerusalem^ history^ and passed 
on to us as an ever urgent warning and appeal. 


court; whither they went down. And the 
woman took and spread a covering over the 
well’s mouthj and spread ground corn there- 
on; and the thing was not known. And when 
Absalom’s servants came to the woman to 
the house, they said. Where is Ahimaaz and 
Jonathan ? And the woman said tmto them. 
They be gone over the brook of water. And 
when they had sought and could not find 
them, they returned to Jerusalem. 

And it came to pass, after they were de- 
parted, that they came up out of the well, and 
Went and told king David, and said tmto 
David, Arise, and pass quickly over the 


water: for thus hath Ahithophel counselled 
against you. Then David arose, and all the 
people that were with him, and they passed 
over Jordan: by the morning light there 
lacked not one of them that was not gone 
over Jordan. And when Ahithophel saw that 
his counsel was not followed, he saddled his 
ass, and arose, and gat him home to Ms house, 
to his city, and put his household in order, 
and hanged himself, and died, and was buried 
in the sepulchre of Ms father. 

Then David came to Mahanaim. And 
Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the 
men of Israel with Mm. And Absalom made 
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Amasa captain of the host instead of Joab . 
which Amasa was a man’s son, whose name 
was Ithra an Israelite, that went in to Abi- 
gail the daughter of hlahash, sister to !Zenuah 
Joab’s mother. So Israel and Absalom 
pitched in the land of Gilead. 

King and Father 

And it came to pass, when David was come 

to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash 
of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and 
Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and 
TtarT^illai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought 
beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and 
wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched 
corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched 
pulse, and honey, and butter, and sheep, and 
cheese of kine, for David, and for the people 
that were with him, to eat: for they sdd. The 
people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in 
the wilderness. 

And David numbered the people that were 

with him» and set captains of thousands and 
fjaptgins of hundreds over them. And David 
sent forth a third part of the people imder the 

hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand 

of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, 
and a third part under the hand of Ittai the 
Gittite. And the king said unto the people, 

I will surely go forth with you myself also. 
But the people answered. Thou shalt not go 
forth : for if we flee away, they will not care 
for us j neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us : but now thou art worth ten thousand 
of us: therefore now it is better that thou 
succotu us out of the city. And the king said 
unto them. What seemeth you best I wiU do. 
And the king stood by the gate side, and aU 
the people came out by hundreds and by 
thousands. And the king commanded Joab 
and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man, even with Ab- 
salom. And all the people heard when the 
lung gave all the captains charge concerning 
Absalom. 

The King's Son 

So the people went out into the field against 


And Absalom met the servants of David. 
And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the 
mule went under the thick boughs of a great 
oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and 
he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earthj and the mule that was under him went 
away. And a certain man saw it, and told 
Joab, and said. Behold, I saw Absalom 
hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the 
man that told him. And, behold, thou sawest 
him, and why didst thou not smite him there 
to the ground? and I would have given thee 
ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the 
man said unto Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand against the 
king’s son : for in our hearing the king charged 
thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Beware 
that none touch the young man Absalom. 
Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood 
against mine own life: for there is no matter 
hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest 
have set thyself against me. Then said Joab, 
I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took 
three darts m his hand, and thrust them 
through the heart of Absalom, while he was 
yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten 
young men that bare Joab’s armour com- 
passed about and smote Absalom, and slew 
hhn. 

And Joab blew die trumpet, and the people 
returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab 
back the people. And they took Absa- 
lom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, 
and laid a very great heap of stones upon him : 
and all Israel fled every one to his tent. Now 
Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared 
up for himself a pillar, which is in the king s 
dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my 
name in remembrance: and he called the 
pillar after his own name: and it is called 
unto this day, Absalom’s place. 

The Two Messengers 
Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let 
me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lord hath avenged him of his 





Cushi. And Joab said. Wherefore wilt thou 
run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings 
ready? But howsoever, said he, let me run. 
And he said unto him. Run, ThenAhimaaz 
ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi, 

And David sat between the two gates: and 
the watchman went up to the roof over the 
gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold a man running alone. 
And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king said. If he be alone, there is 
tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, 
and drew near. And the watchman saw 
another man running: and the watchman 
called unto the porter, and said. Behold 
another man running alone. And the king 
said. He also bringeth tidings. And the 
watchman said. Me thinketh the running of 
the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz 
the son of Zadok. And the king said. He is 
a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the 
king. All is well. And he fell down to the 
earth upon his face before the king, and said, 
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which hath 
delivered up the men that lifted up their 
hand against my lord the king. And the king 
said. Is the young man Absalom safe? And 
Ahimaaz answered. When Joab sent the 
king’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult, but I knew not what it was. 
And the king said unto him. Turn aside, and 
stand here. And he turned aside, and stood 
still. 

And, behold, Cushi came ; and Cushi said, 
Tidings, my lord the king : for the Lord hath 
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up 
against thee. And the king said unto Cushi, 
Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi 
answered. The enemies of my lord the king, 
and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, 
be as that yotmg man is. And the king was 
much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus 
he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my soni 

And it was told Joab, Behold, the king 
weepeth and mourneth for Absalom. And 
the victory that day was turned into moxim- 
ing unto ah the people : for the people heard 
say that day how the king was grieved for his 
son. And the people gat them by stealth that 
day into the cityj, as people being ashamed 
steal away when they flee in battle. But the 
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king covered his face, and the king cried with 
a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, 
my son, my son! And Joab came into the 
house to the king, and said. Thou hast 
shamed this day the faces of aU thy servants, 
which this day have saved thy life, and the 
lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and 
the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy 
concubines ; in that thou lovest thine enemies, 
and hatest thy friends. For thou hast de- 
clared this day, that thou regardest neither 
princes nor servants: for this day I perceive, 
that if Absalom had lived, and all we had 
died this day, then it had pleased thee welli 
Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak 
comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear 
by the Lord, if thou go not forth, there will 
not tarry one with thee this night: and that 
will be worse unto thee than all the evil that 
befell thee from thy youth until now^ Then 
the king arose, and sat in the gate. And they 
told unto all the people, saying. Behold, the 
king doth sit in the gate. And ail the people 
came before the king: for Israel had fled 
every man to his tent. 

The King and the People 

And all the people were at strife through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying, The king 
saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and 
he delivered us out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines 5 and now he is fled out of the land for 
Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why 
speak ye not a word of bringing the king 
back? 

And king David sent to Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priests, saying. Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, saying. Why are ye the last 
to bring Idng back to his house? seeing 
the speech of all Israel is come to the king, 
even to his house. Ye are my brethren, ye 
are my bones and my flesh; wherefore then 
are ye the last to bring back the king? And 
say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my bone, 
and of my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
also, if thou be not captain of the host before 
me continually in the room of Joab. And lie 
bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even 
as the heart of one man; so that they sent this 
word mto the king, Retiirn thou, and all thy 
servants. So the king returned, and came to 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go 
to meet the king, to conduct the king over 
Jordan. 
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Forgiveness and Friendship 

And Shimei the son of Gera^ a Benjamitej 
which was of Bahurims hasted and came 
down with the men of Judah to meet king 
David. And there were a thousand men of 
Benjamin with him^ and Ziba the servant of 
the house of Saul^ and Ms fifteen sons and 
his twenty servants with him; and they went 
over Jordan before the king. And there went 
over a ferry boat to carry over the king’s 
household, and to do what he thought good. 
And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before 
the kingj as he was come over Jordan; and 
said unto the king. Let not my lord impute 
iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember 
that which thy servant did perversely the day 
that my lord the king went out of Jerusa- 
lem, that the king should take it to Ms heart. 
For thy servant doth know that I have sinned : 
therefore, behold, I am come the first tMs 
day of all tlie house of Joseph to go down to 
meet my lord the king. 

But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered 
and said. Shall not SMmei be put to death 
for tMs, because he cursed the Lord’s anoint- 
ed? And David said. What have I to do 
with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should 
day be adversaries unto me? shall there 
any man be put to death tMs day in Israel? 
for do not I know that I am tMs day king over 
Israel? Therefore the king said unto SMmei, 
Thou Shalt not die. And the king sware unto 

Aid MepMbosheth the son of Saul came 
to meet the king, and had neither 
dressed Ms feet, nor trimmed Ms beard, nor 
washed Ms clothes, from the day the king 
until the day he came again in 
peace. And it came to pass, when he was 
come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the 
said unto Mm, Wherefore wentest not 
thou with me, MepMbosheth? And he 
My lord, O king, my servant 
for thy servant said, I will 
me an ass, that I may ride thereon, 
go to the king; because thy servant is 
lame. And he hath slandered thy servant 


Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? 
I have said. Thou and Ziba divide the land. 
And MepMbosheth said unto the king. Yea, 
let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace unto Ms own 
house. 

And Barziliai the Gileadite came down 
from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with 
the king, to conduct him over Jordan, Now 
Barziliai was a very aged man, even fourscore 
years old: and he had provided the long of 
sustenance wMle he lay at Mahanaim; for he 
was a very great man. And the king said unto 
Barziliai, Come thou over with me, and I will 
feed thee with me in J erusalem. And Barziliai 
said unto the king. How long have I to Hve, 
that I should go up with the Idng xmto Jeru- 
salem? I am tMs day fourscore years old: 
and can I discern between good and evil? can 
tliy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? 
can I hear any more the voice of singing men 
and singing women? wherefore then should 
thy servant be yet a burden unto my lord the 
king? Thy servant will go a little way over 
Jordan with the king: and why should the 
king recompense it me with such a reward? 
Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
that I may die in mine own city, and be 
buried by the grave of my father and of my 
mother. But behold thy servant CMmham; 
let Mm go over with my lord the king; and 
do to Mm what shall seem good unto tliee. 
Arid the king answered, CMmham shall go 
over with me, and I will do to him that wliich 
shall seem good unto thee: and whatsoever 
thou shalt require of me, that will I do for 
thee. And all the people went over Jordan. 
And when the king was come over, the king 
kissed Barziliai, and blessed Mm; and he re- 
turned unto Ms own place. 

Sheba^s Revolt 

Then the king went on to Gilgal, and 
CMmham went on with Mm: and all the 
people of Judah conducted the king, and 
also half the people of Israel, And, behold, 
all the men of Israel came to the Idng, and 
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David: deliver him onlyj and I will depart 
from the city. And the woman said imto 
Joabj Beholdj his head shall be thrown to 
thee over the waU. Then the woman went 
unto all the people in her wisdom. And they 
cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, 
and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a trum* 
pet, and they retired from the city, every man 
to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem 
unto the king. 

Now Joab was over all the host of Israel: 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites: and 
Adoram was over the tribute: and Jehosha- 
phat the son of Ahilud was recorder : and 
Sheva was scribe: and Zadok and Abiathar 
were the priests : and Ira also the Jairite was 
a chief ruler about David. 

A Mothers Heroic Love 
Then there was a famine in the days of 
David three years, year after year^ and David 
inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answer- 
ed, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, 
because he dew the Gibeonites. i^d the 
bing called the Gibeonites, and said imto 
them; (now the Gibeonites were not of the 
children of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Amoritesj and the children of Israel had 
sworn unto them: and Saul sought to slay 
them in his zeal to the children of Israel and 
Judah.) Wherefore David said unto the 
Gibeonites, What shaU I do for you? and 
wherewith shall I make the atonement, that 
ye may bless the inheritance of the Lord? 
And the Gibeonites said unto him. We will 
have no silver nor gold of Saul, nor of his 
house; neither for us shalt thou kill any man 
in Israel. And he said. What ye shall say, 
that Will I do for you. And they answered 
bing, The man that consumed us, and 
devised against us that we should be 
from remaining in any of the 
coasts of Israel, let seven men of his sons 
be delivered unto us, and we will hang them 
unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
the Lord did choose. Arid the king said, I 
win give them. 

But the king spared Mephibosheth, the 
O'P S3.I1I IdCCSHISC of 


Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the 
five sons of Afichal the daughter of Saul, 
whom she brought up for Adriel the son of 
Barzillai the M.eholathite: and he delivered 
t hem into the hands of the Gibeonites, and 
they hanged them in the hill before the 
Lord: and they fell all seven togetlier, and 
were put to death in the days of harvest, in 
the first days, in the beginning of barley 

harvest. „ , , 

And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 
sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the 
rock, from the beginning of harvest until 
water dropped upon them out of heaven, 
and suffered neither the birds of the air to 
rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the 
field by night.* And it was told David what 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine 
of Saul, had done. 

And David went and took the bones of 
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen 
them from the street of Beth-shan, where 
the Philistines had hanged them, when the 
Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa: and he 
brought up from thence the bones of Saul 
and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they 
gathered the bones of them that were hanged. 
Anri the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son 
buried they in the country of Benjamin in 
Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his father: 
and they performed all that the king com- 
manded. And after that God was intreated 
for the land. 

Courageous People 

Moreover the Philistines had yet war agam 
with Israel; and David went down, and his 
servants with him, and fought against the 
Philistines: and David waxed faint. And 
Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the 
giant, the weight of whose spear weighed 
three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he 
being girded with a new sword, thought to 
have slain David. But Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philis- 
tine, and killed him. Then the men of David 
sware unto him, saying. Thou shalt go ho 
more out with us to battle, that thou quench 
not the light of Israel. 







Brave Men 

These be the names of the mighty men 
whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat 
in the seatj chief among the captains^ the 
same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his 
spear against eight hundred:, whom he slew 
at one time. 

And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo 
the Aliohite, one of the three mighty men 
with David, when they defied the Philistines 
that were there gathered together to battle, 
and the men of Israel were gone away: he 
arose, and smote the Philistines until his 
hand was weary, and, his hand clave unto 
the sword: and the Lord wrought a great 
victory that day^ and the people returned 
after him only to spoil. 

And after him was Shammah the son of 
Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines were 
gathered together into a troop^ where was a 
piece of ground full of lentiles: and the 
people fled from the Philistines. But he 
stood in the midst of the ground, and de- 
fended it, and slew the Philistines: and the 
Lord wrought a great victory. 

And three of the thirty chief went down, 
and came to David in the harvest time unto 
the cave of Adullam: and the troop of the 
Philistines pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 
And David was then in an hold, and the 
garrison of the Philistines was then in Beth- 
lehem. And David longed, and said. Oh that 
one would give me drink of the water of the 
well of Beth-lehem, which is by the gate! 
And the three mighty men brake through the 
host of the Philistines, and drew water out of 
the well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, 
and took it, and brought it to David: never- 
theless he would not drink thereof, but 
poured it out unto the Lord. And he said. 
Be it far from me, O Lord, that I should do 
this: is not this the blood of the men that 
went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he 
would not drink it. These things did these 
three mighty men. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son 
of Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he 
lifted up his spear against three himdred,,and 
slew them, and had the name among three. 
Was he not most honourable of three? there- 
fore he was their captain: howbeit he at- 
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tained not unto the first three. And Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, 
of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he slew 
two lionlike men of Moab : he went down 
also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in 
time of snow: and he slew an Egyptian, a 
goodly man: and the Egyptian had a spear in 
his hand, but he went down to him with a 
staff, and plucked the spear out of the Egyp- 
tian’s hand, and slew him with his own spear. 
These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
and had the name among three mighty men. 
He was more honourable than tlie thirty, but 
he attained not to the first three. And David 
set him over his guard. 

Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the 
thirty^ Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth- 
lehem, Shammah the Harodite, Elika the 
Harodite, Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of 
Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anethothite, 
Mebunnai the Hushathite, Zalmon the Aho- 
hite, Maharai the Netophathite, Heleb the 
son of Baanah, a Netophathite, Ittai the son 
of Ribai out of Gibeah of the children of 
Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai 
of the brooks of Gaash, Abi-albon the Ar- 
bathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, Eliahba 
the Shaalbonite, of the sons of Jashen, Jona- 
than, Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son 
of Sharar the Hararite, Eliphelet the son of 
Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam 
the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, Hezrai 
the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, Igal the son 
of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, Ze- 
lek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, 
armourbearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah, Ira 
anithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite; 
thirty and seven in all. 

Numbering the People 

And again the anger of the Lord^ was 
kindled against Israel, and he moved David 
against them to say. Go, number Israel and 
Judah. For the king said to Joab the captain 
of the host, which was with him. Go now 
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan 
even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the 
people, that X may loiow the number of the 
people. And Joab said unto the king, Now 
the Lord thy God add unto the people, how 
many soever they be, an hundredfold, and 
that the eyes of my lord the king may see it: 


^ In I Chron. 2i, ly it is Satan who moves David to make a census. In any case David was rebuked for 
doing so. But why ? We suggest: Because the quantitative standard is rarely a sound basis for measuring the 
strength of a city or its people. It is a popular method, especially in a growing city. Size often seems 
to mean so much more than quality. But in the matter of citizens, quality is more important than quantity. 
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I KINGS 1, 12 

thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest 
save thine own life, and the life of thy son 
Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king 
David, and say unto liim. Didst not thou, 
my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, 
saying. Assuredly Solomon thy son shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne ? why then doth Adonijah reign Be- 
hold, while thou yet talkest there with the 
king, I also will come in after thee, and con- 
firm thy words. 

And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into 
the chamber: and the king was very old^ and 
Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto 
the king. And Bath-sheba bowed, and did 
obeisance unto the king. And the king said. 
What wouldest thou? And she said unto 
him. My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy 
God unto thine handmaid, saying. Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne. And now, behold, 
Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the 
king, thou knowest it not: And he hath slain 
oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, 
and hath called all the sons of the king, and 
Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of 
the host: but Solomon thy servant hath he 
not called. And thou, my lord, O king, the 
eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou 
shouldest tell them who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him. Other- 
wise it shall come to pass, when my lord the 
king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and 
my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 

And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, 
Nathan the prophet also came in. And they 
told the king, saying. Behold Nathan the 
prophet. And when he was come in before 
the king, he bowed himself before the king 
with his face to the ground. And Nathan 
said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adoni- 
jah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne? For he is gone down this day, 
and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep 
in abundance, and hath called all the king’s 
sons, and the captains of the host, and Abia- 
thar the priest; and, behold, they eat and 
drink before him, and say, God save king 
Adonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and 
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he 
not called. Is this thing done by my lord the 


king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy 
servant, who should sit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him ? 

Then king David answered and said. Call 
me Bath-sheba. And she came into the 
king’s presence, and stood before the king. 
And the king sware, and said. As the Lord 
liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of 
all distress, even as I sware unto thee by 
the Lord God of Israel, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even 
so will I certainly do this day. Then Bath- 
sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and 
did reverence to the king, and said. Let my 
lord king David live for ever. 

And king David said. Call me Zadok the 
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada. And they came before 
the king. The king also said unto them. 
Take with you the servants of your lord, and 
cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine 
own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: 
and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet anoint him there king over Israel: 
and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God 
save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up 
after him, that he may come and sit upon my 
throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and 
I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel 
and over Judah. And Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: 
the Lord God of my lord the king say so too. 
As the Lord hath been with my lord the 
king, even so be he with Solomon, and make 
his throne greater than the throne of my lord 
king David. 

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the pro- 
phet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went 
down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king 
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 
And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out 
of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. 
And they blew trumpet; and all the 
people said, God save king Solomon. And 
all the people came up after him, and the 
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with 
great joy, so that the earth rent with the 
sound of them. 

And Adonijah and all the guests that were 
with him heard it as they had made an end of 


* If we consider the supporters of the two parties we see that the succession to the throne was more 
than a family matter. Adonijah had the support of Joab, leader of the peasant militia, and Abiathar, a priest 
from the country. Solomon had Benaiah, who commanded the standing army, Zadok, the priest of the city, 
and Kathan, the prophet of Jerusalem. 


eating. And when Joab heard the sound of 
the trumpet^ he said^ Wherefore is this noise 
of the city being in an uproar? And while he 
yet spake^ behold^ Jonathan the son of Abia- 
thar the priest came: and Adonijah said unto 
him^ Come in; for thou art a valiant man^ 
and bringest good tidings. And Jonathan an- 
swered and said to Adonijah^ Verily our lord 
king David hath made Solomon Idng. And 
the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites, and they have caused him to 
ride upon the king’s mule: and Zadok the 
priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed 
him king in Gihon: and they are come up 
from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang 
again. This is the noise that ye have heard. 
And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of 
the kingdom. And moreover the king’s 
servants came to bless our lord king David, 
saying, God make the name of Solomon 
better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater than thy throne. And the king bowed 
liimself upon the bed. And also thus said the 
king. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
which hath given one to sit on my throne 
this day, mine eyes even seeing it. And all 
the guests that were with Adonijah were 
afraid, and rose up, and went every man his 
way. 

And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, 
and arose, and went, and caught hold on the 
horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, 
saying. Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solo- 
mon; for, lo, he hath caught hold on the 
horns of the altar, saying. Let king Solomon 
swear unto me to day that he will not slay his 
servant with the sword. And Solomon said. 
If he will shew himself a worthy man, there 
shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but 
if wickedness shall be foxmd in him, he shall 
die. So king Solomon sent, and they brought 
him down from the altar. And he came and 
bowed himself to king Solomon: and Solo- 
mon said unto him. Go to thine house. 

David!" s Charge to Solomon 

Now the days of David drew nigh that he 
should die; and he charged Solomon his son, 
saying, I go the way of all tlie earth: be thou 
strong therefore, and shew thyself a man; 
and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, 
to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and 

* A king might show clemency during his lifetime, 
offender, who might, on the death of the king, have to 
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his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that 
thou doest, and whithersoever thou tamest 
thyself: that the Lord may continue his 
word which he spake concerning me, saying, 
If thy children take heed to their way, to 
walk before me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, there shall not fail 
thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. 
Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the 
son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to 
the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto 
Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the 
son of Jetlier, whom he slew, and shed the 
blood of war in peace, and put the blood of 
war upon his girdle that was about his loins, 
and in his shoes that were on his feet. Do 
therefore according to thy wisdom, and let 
not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
peace. But shew kindness unto the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of 
those that eat at thy table: for so they came 
to me when I fled because of Absalom thy 
brother. And, behold, thou hast with thee 
Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of 
Bahuritn, which cursed me with a grievous 
curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and 
I sware to him by the Lord, saying, I will 
not put thee to death with the sword. Now 
therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou 
art a wise man, and knowest what thou 
oughtest to do unto him but his hoar head 
bring thou down to the grave with blood. 

So David slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David. And the days 
that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years : seven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned he in Jeru- 
salem. Then sat Solomon upon the throne 
of David his father; and his kingdom was 
established greatly. 

Adonijah 

And Adonijah the son of Haggith came 
to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon. And 
she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he 
said. Peaceably. He said moreover, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee. And she said. 
Say on. And he said, Thou knowest that the 
kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set 
their faces on me, that I should reign: how- 
beit the kingdom is turned about, and is 

but the guilt of a crime committed clung still to the 

pay the penalty for it. 
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World-wide Fame 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much^ and large- 
ness of hearts even as the sand that is on the 
sea shore* And Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the east 
coirntry^ and all the wisdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiser than all men;^ than Ethan the 
Ezrahite,^ and Heman, and Ghalcoh and 
Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was 


in all nations round about. And he spake 
three thousand proverbs : and his songs were 
a thousand and five. And he spake of trees^ 
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall: he spake also of beasts^ and of fowh and 
of creeping things, and of fishes. And there 
came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which 
had heard of his wisdom. 


I 


IMPOSING BUILDINGS i Kings 5, 1-9, 25 

We are tempted to stop and watch the erection of the Temple^ for obviously it is a most 
important building. But we shall come back to it^ and study it in detail^ when we know 
more about the city and its citizens. Close by the Temple is the King^s House^ part of 
a pile of buildings that matched^ if it did not outshine^ the House of the Lord^ and took 
almost twice as long to build. Here also were the State offices^ an arsenal^ the head- 
quafters of the army^ and the people* s court. For their day the buildings were great in 
size and significance. Ours have outstripped them in magnitude^ hut what is the signifi- 
cance of the big-scale structures that now dominate our cities? Did they spring from 
a lofty purpose? 


AND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants 
unto Solomon; for he had heard that they 
had anointed him king in the room of his 
father : for Hiram was ever a lover of David. 
And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou 
knowest how that David my father could not 
build an house unto the name of the Lord 
his God for the wars which were about him 
on every side, until the Lord put them under 
the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my 
God hath given me rest on every side, so 
that there is neither adversary nor evil occur- 
rent. And, behold, I purpose to build an 
house unto the name of the Lord my God, 
as the Lord spake unto David my father, 
saying. Thy son, whom I will set upon thy 
throne in thy room, he shall build an house 
tmto my name. Now therefore command 
thou that they hew me cedar trees out of 
Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy 
servants: and imto thee will I give hire for 
thy servants according to all that thou shalt 
appoint: for thou knowest that there is not 
among us any that can skill to hew timber 
like imto the Sidonians. 

And it came to pass, when Hiram heard 
the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced 


greatly, and said, Blessed be the Lord tliis j 

day, which hath given unto David a wise son 
over this great people. And Hiram sent to 
Solomon, saying, I have considered the 
things which thou sentest to me.for: and I j 

will do all thy desire concerning timber of j 
cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My ] 

servants shall bring them down from Le- | 

banon unto the sea: and I will convey them 
by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt 
appoint me, and will cause them to be dis- j 

charged there, and thou shalt receive them: 
and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in 
giving food for my household. So Hiram 
gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees ac- 
cording to all his desire. And Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat 
for food to his household, and twenty 
measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to 
Hiram year by year. And the Lord gave 
Solomon wisdom, as he promised him: and 
there was peace between Hiram and Solo- 
mon; and they two made a league together. 

The Builders 

And king Solomon raised a levy out of all 
Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men. 


^ In the period of the Judges, Israel had defeated its enemies with the sword. Now it cx)mpetes with 
them in intelligence and knowledge. 
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And he sent them to Lebanon^ ten thousand 
a month by courses: a month they were in 
Lebanon^ and two months at home: and 
Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon 
had threescore and ten thousand that bare 
burdens^ and fourscore thousand hewers In 
the mountains; beside the chief of Solo- 
mon’s officers which were over the work, 
three thousand and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that wrought in the 
work. And the king commanded, and they 
brought great stones, costly stones, and 
hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the 
house. And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s 
builders did hew them, and the stone- 
squarers: so they prepared timber and stones 
to build the house. 

The House of the Lord 

And it came to pass in the four hundred 
and eightieth year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the 
fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, 
in the month Zif, which is the second 
month, that he began to build the house of 
the Lokb/ And the house which king Solo- 
mon budt for the Lord, the length thereof 
was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof 
thirty cubits. And the porch before the 
temple of the house, twenty cubits was the 
length thereof, according to the breadth of 
the house; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof before the house. And for the house 
he made windows of narrow lights. And 
against the wall of the house he built cham- 
bers round about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and 
of the oracle: and he made chambers round 
about: the nethermost chamber was five 
cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits 
broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: 
for without in the wall of the house he 
made narrowed rests round about, that the 
beams should not be fastened in the walls of 
the house. And the house, when it was in 
building, was built of stone made ready be- 
fore it was brought thither: so that there was 
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron 
heard in the house, while it was in building. 


The door for the middle chamber was in the 
right side of the house: and they went up 
with winding stairs into the middle chamber, 
and out of the middle into the third. So he 
built the house, and finished it; and covered 
the house with beams and boards of cedar. 
And then he built chambers against aU the 
house, five cubits high: and they rested on 
the house with timber of cedar. 

The Word of the Lord 

And the word of the Lord came to Solo- 
mon, saying. Concerning this house wliich 
thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my 
statutes, and execute my judgments, and 
keep all my commandments to walk in them; 
then will I perform my word with thee, 
which I spake unto David thy father: and I 
will dwell among the children of Israel, and 
will not forsake my people Israel. 

The House Within 

So Solomon built the house, and finished 
it. And he built the walls of the house within 
with boards of cedar, both the floor of the 
house, and the walls of the cieling: and he 
covered them on the inside with wood, and 
covered the floor of the house with planks of 
fir. And he built twenty cubits on the sides 
of the house, both the floor and the walls 
with boards of cedar: he even built them for 
it within, even for the oracle, even for the 
most holy place. And the house, that is, the 
temple before it, was forty cubits long. And 
the cedar of the house within was carved 
with knops and open flowers: all was cedar; 
there was no stone seen. And the oracle he 
prepared in the house within, to set there 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. And 
the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in 
length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and 
twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he 
overlaid it with pure gold; and so covered 
the altar which was of cedar. So Solomon 
overlaid the house within with pure gold: 
and he made a partition by the chains of gold 
before the oracle; and he overlaid it with 
gold. And the whole house he overlaid witli 
gold, until he had finished all the house: also 


* In this presentation of the Bible we are trying to help the reader to see the great backgrounds of the 
Divine Revelation and look through the sacred page to the common, universal, characteristicj and unchanging 
features of the backgrounds of human existence in every age. In this section the main background is the 
City. The Temple is a feature of it. But in the next section (i Chron. to Esther) the Temple is, in our view, 
not a feature of the scene: it iills the whole canvas. So we shall deal with it when we come to it in the later 
narratives. 



GIGANTIC BUILDINGS THAT ALMOST SHUT OUT THE SUN 


How massive and magnificent are the buildings of our modern cities. The Temple and f 
palaces that adorned Jerusalem will hardly bear comparison with recent architecture, f 
which, with the help of iron and steel, goes far beyond the simple structures of wood and \ 

stone. But when the sacred buildings were erected, they were marvellous; so marvellous ! | 

that men soon began to think more of the buildings of the city than of its brotherhood. \ 
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the whole altar that was by the oracle he 
overlaid with gold. 

Its Great Beauty 

And within the oracle he made two Cheru- 
binis of olive treea each ten cubits high. And 
five cubits was the one wing of the cherub^ 
and five cubits the other wing of the cherub: 
from the uttermost part of the one wing unto 
the uttermost part of the other were ten 
cubits. And the other cherub was ten cubits : 
both the cherubims were of one measure and 
one size. The height of the one cherub was 
ten cubits, and so was it of the other cherub. 
And he set the cherubims witliin the inner 
house: and they stretched forth the wings of 
the cherubims, so that the wing of the one 
touched the one waU, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall^ and 
their wings touched one another in the 
midst of the house. And he overlaid the 
cherabims with gold. 

And he carved all the walls of the house 
round about with carved figures of Cheru- 
binis and palm trees and open flowers, within 
and without. And the floor of the house he 
overlaid with gold, within and without. And 
for the entering of the oracle he made doors 
of olive tree: the lintel and side posts 
were a fifth part of the wall. The two doors 
also were of olive tree; and he carved upon 
them carvings of cherubims and palm trees 
and open flowers, and overlaid them with 
gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, 
and upon the palm trees. So also made he 
for the door of the temple posts of olive tree, 
a fourth part of the wall. And the two doors 
were of fir tree: the two leaves of the one 
door were folding, and the two leaves of the 
other door were folding. And he carved 
thereon cherubims and palm trees and open 
flowers: and covered them with gold fitted 
upon the carved work. And he built the 
inner court with three rows of hewed stone, 
and a row of cedar beams. 

Seven Years'* Work 

In the fourth year was the foundation of 
the house of the Lord laid, in the month 
Zif : and in the eleventh year, in the month 
Bui, which is the eighth month, was the 
house finished throughout all the parts there- 


of, and according to aU the fashion of it. So 
was he seven years in building it. 

Royal Palaces 

But Solomon was building his own house 
thirteen years, and he finished all his house. 
He built also the house of the forest of Le- 
banon; the length thereof was an hundred 
cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, 
and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon 
four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams 
upon the pillars. And it was covered with 
cedar above upon the beams, that lay on 
forty five pillars, fifteen in a row. And there 
were windows in three rows, and light was 
against light in three ranks. And all the 
doors and posts were square, with the win- 
dows: and light was against light in three 
ranks. And he made a porch of pillars;^ the 
length thereof was fifty cubits, and the 
breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the porch 
was before them: and the other pillars and 
the thick beam were before them. Then he 
made a porch for the throne where he might 
judge, even the porch of judgment: and it 
was covered v/ith cedar from one side of the 
floor to the other. And his house where he 
dwelt had another court within the porch, 
which was of the like work. Solomon made 
also an house for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom 
he had taken to wife, like unto this porch. 

The Outer Wall 

All these were of costly stones, according 
to the measures of hewed stones, sawed 
with saws, within and without, even from 
the foundation unto the coping, and so on 
the outside toward the great court. And the 
foundation was of costly stones, even great 
stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of 
eight cubits. And above were costly stones, 
after the measures of hewed stones, and 
cedars. And the great court round about was 
with three rows of hewed stones, and a row 
of cedar beams, both for the inner court of 
the house of the Lord, and for the porch of 
the house. 

Skilled Craftsman 

And Idng Solomon sent and fetched Hiram 
out of Tyre. He was a widow’s son of the 


1 The name, biat not of cotirse the building, of Solomon’s Porch, survived to the days of our Lord and 
His Apostles (John 10, 23s Acts 3, II ; s, 12). 
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the two networks, to cover the two bowls of 
the chapiters which were upon the top of the 
pillars j and four hundred pomegranates for 
the two networks, even two rows of pome- 
granates for one network, to cover the two 
bowls of the chapiters that were upon the 
pillars; and the ten bases, and ten lavers on 
the bases; and one sea, and twelve oxen under 
the sea; and the pots, and the shovels, and 
the basons: and all these vessels, which 
Hiram made to king Solomon for the house 
of the Lord, were of bright brass. In the 
plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the 
clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan, 
And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, 
because they were exceeding many: neither 
was the weight of the brass foimd out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that 
pertained unto the house of the Lord: the 
altar of gold, and the table of gold, where- 
upon the shewbread was, and the candle- 
sticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and 
five on the left, before the oracle, with the 
flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold, 
and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basons, and the spoons, and the censers of 
pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for 
the doors of the inner house, the most holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, 
of the temple. 

So was ended all the work that king Solo- 
mon made for the house of the Lord, And 
Solomon brought in the things which David 
his father had dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put among 
the treasures of the house of the Lord, 

Ark of the Lord 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of 
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, 
unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion.* 
all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto king Solomon at the feast in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 
And all the elders of Israel came, and the 
took up the ark. And they brought 
the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and aU the holy vessels 
that were in the tabernacle, even those did 
the priests and the Levites bring up. And 


king Solomon, and all the congreption of 
Israel, that were assembled unto him, were 
with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told nor num- 
bered for multitude. And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto 
his place, into the oracle of the house, to the 
most holy place, even under the wings of the 
cherubims. For the cherubims spread forth 
their two wings over the place of the ark, and 
the cherubims covered the ark and the staves 
thereof above. And they drew out the staves, 
that the ends of the staves were seen out in 
the holy place before the oracle, and they 
were not seen without: and there they are 
unto this day. There was nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone, wiiich Moses 
put there at Horeb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the children of Israel, when 
they came out of the land of Egypt. And it 
came to pass, when the priests were come 
out of the holy place, that the cloud filled 
the house of the Lord, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled 
the house of the Lord® 

Address to the People 
Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that 
he would dwell in the thick darkness. I have 
surely built thee an house to dwell in, a 
settled place for thee to abide in for ever. 
And the king turned his face about, and 
blessed aU the congregation of Israel: (and 
aH the congregation of Israel stood;) and 
he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
which spake with his mouth unto David my 
father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, 
saying, Since the day that I brought forth 
my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no 
city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an 
house, that my name might be therein; but 
I chose David to be over my people Israel. 
And it was in the heart of David my father 
to build an house for the name of the Lord 
God of Israel. And the Lord said unto 
David my father. Whereas it was in thine 
heart to build an house unto my name, thou 
didst well that it was in thine heart. Never- 
theless thou shalt not build the house; but 
thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, 
he shall build the house unto my name. And 
the Lord hath performed his word that he 
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spakcj and I am risen up in the room of 
David my father^ and sit on the throne of 
Israeli as the Lord promisedi and have built 
an house for the name of the Lord God of 
Israel. And I have set there a place for the 
arki wherein is the covenant of the Lord, 
which he made with our fathers, when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

The King^s Prayer 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the 
Lord in the presence of all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven: and he said. Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like thee, in heaven above, 
or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant 
and mercy with thy servants that walk before 
thee with aU their heart: who hast kept with 
thy servant David my father that thou pro- 
misedst him: thou spakest also with thy 
mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, 
as it is this day. Therefore now. Lord God 
of Israel, keep with thy servant David my 
father that thou promisedst him, saying. 
There shall not fail thee a man in my sight 
to sit on the throne of Israel^ so that thy 
children take heed to their way, that they 
walk before me as thou hast walked before 
me. And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, 
I pray thee, be verified, which thou spakest 
unto thy servant David my father. 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 
behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house that I have builded? Yet have thou 
respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and 
to his supplication, O Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, 
which thy servant prayeth before thee to day : 
that thine eyes may be open toward this 
house night and day, even toward the place 
of which thou hast said. My name shall be 
there: that thou mayest hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant shall make toward 
this place. And hearken thou to the suppli- 
cation of thy servant, and of thy people 
Israel, when they shall pray toward this 
place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place: and when thou hearest, forgive. 

If any man trespass against his neighbour, 
and an oath be laid upon him to cause him 
to swear, and the oath come before thine 
altar in this house : then hear thou in heaven, 
and do, and judge thy servants, condemning 
the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; 


I KINGS 8 , 44 

and justifying the righteous, to give him 
according to his righteousness. 

When thy people Israel be smitten down 
before the enemy, because they have sinned 
against thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, and make 
supplication unto thee in this house: then 
hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin 
of thy people Israel, and bring them again 
unto the land which thou gavest unto their 
fathers. 

When heaven is shut up, and there is no 
rain, because they have sinned against thee; 
if they pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, when 
thou afidictest them: then hear thou m 
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, 
and of thy people Israel, that thou teach 
them the good way wherein they should 
walk, and give rain upon thy land, which 
thou hast given to thy people for an inherit- 
ance. 

If there be in the land famine, if there be 
pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if 
there be caterpiller; if their enemy besiege 
them in the land of their cities; whatsoever 
plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by 
any man, or by all thy people Israel, which 
shall know every man the plague of lus own 
heart, and spread forth his hands toward this 
house : then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
man according to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even diou only, knowest 
the hearts of all the children of men;) that 
they may fear thee all the days that they live 
in the land which thou gavest unto our 
fathers. 

Moreover concerning a stranger, that is 
not of thy people Israel, but cometb out of 
a far coimtry for thy name’s sake; (for they 
shall hear of thy great name, and of thy 
strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) 
when he shall come and pray toward this 
house ; hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and do according to all that tie stranger 
cailedi to thee for; that all peopleof the earth 
may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy 
people Israel; and that they may know that 
this house, which I have builded, is called 
by thy name. 

If thy people go but to battle against their 
enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send them, 
and shall pray unto the Lord toward the city 
which thou hast chosen, and toward the 
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house that I have built for thy name: then 
hear thou in heaven their prayer and their 
supplication^ and maintain their cause. 

If they sin against thee^ (for there is no 
man that sinneth not^) and thou be angry 
with them, and deliver them to the enemy^ 
so that they carry them away captives unto 
tlie land of the enemy, far or near ; yet if they 
shall bethink themselves in the land whither 
they were carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the land of 
them that carried them captives, saying, We 
have sinned, and have done perversely, we 
have committed wickedness; and so retm*n 
thee with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, in the land of their enemies, which 
led them away captive, and pray unto thee 
toward their land, which thou gavest unto 
their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built for thy 
name: then hear thou their prayer and their 
supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people that have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they have trans- 
gressed against thee, and give them compas- 
sion before them who carried them captive, 
that they may have compassion on them: 
for they be thy people, and thine inheritance, 
thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, 
the midst of the furnace of iron: that 
thine eyes may be open unto the supplica- 
tion of thy servant, and unto the supplica- 
tion of thy people Israel, to hearken unto 
them in all that they call for unto thee. For 


with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor 
forsake us: that he may incline our hearts 
unto him, to walk in all liis ways, and to keep 
his commandments, and his statutes, and his 
judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 
And let these my words, wherewith I have 
made supplication before the Lord, be nigh 
unto the Lord our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his servant, and the 
cause of his people Israel at all times, as the 
matter shall require: that all the people of 
the earth may know that the Lord is God, 
and that there is none else. Let your heart 
therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, 
to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com- 
mandments, as at this day. 

Dedication and Celebration 
And the king, and all Israel with him, 
offered sacrifice before the Lord. And Solo- 
mon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
which he offered unto the Lord, two and 
twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all 
the children of Israel dedicated the house of 
the Lord. The same day did the king hallow 
the middle of the court that was before the 
house of the Lord : for there he offered burnt 
offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings : because the brasen altar 
that was before the Lord was too little to 
receive the burnt offerings, and meat offer- 
ings, and the fat of the peace offerings. And 
at that time Solomon held a feast, and all 
Israel with him, a great congregation, from 

EevDt^ before the Lord our God, seven days 






PROGRESS THAT MAKES EVEN BIG CITIES LOOK SMALL 


When we see great air-liners passing over our cities^ and realize how rapid has heen 
the progress in aviation^ we think there never could have been days so wonderful as 
these. In many ways it is true. But when Solomonbuilt a fleet of shipSyUnd the people 
of God for the first time in their history saw their own merchantmen bringing into the 
newly built city ^gold^ and silver ^ ivory and apes^ and peacocks^ they must have 
openedtheir eyes with amazement. 


throne was round behind: and there were the earth sought to Solomon^ to hear his 
stays on either side on the place of the seat^ wisdom^ which God had put in his heart, 
and two lions stood beside the stays. And And they brought every man his present, 
twelve lions stood there on the one side and vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and 
on the Other upon the six steps: there was garments, and armour, and spices, horses, 
not the like made in any kingdom. And all and mules, a rate year by year, 
king Solomon^s drinking vessels were of gold. And Solomon gathered together chariots 

and all the vessels of the house 6f the forest and horsemen : and he had a thousand and 
of Lebanon were of pure gold ^ none v/ere of four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand 
silver: it was nothing accounted of in the horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities 
days of Solomon, For the king had at sea a for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem, 
navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem 
once in three years came the navy of Thar- as stones, and cedars made he to be as the 
shish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and sycomore trees that are in the vale, for abun- 
apes, and peacocks. dance. And Solomon had horses brought 

So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of out of Egypt, and linen yam: the king’s mer- 
the earth for riches and for wisdom. And all chants received the linen yarn at a price. 
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BURDENED PEOPLE 


I Kings M, 26— 12 , 24 


When we stood before the Temple^ watching the new buildings being erected^ the light of 
revelation turned our eyes to the forced labour that was being employed. While we 
were enjoying the days of prosperity^ which the march of progress had brought to the 
new city^ the same light drew our attention to the costly taxes that had been levied on 
the already heavily burdened people. Much may be said to excuse these practices in 
ancient times^ but when we read the sacred narrative we are left in no doubt that the 
Vigilant Guardian of all cities is more concerned about the freedom and well-being of 
the citizens of a city than He is about the magnificence of its buildings or the greatness 
of its material prosperity. 


AND Jeroboam the son of Nebat^ an 
Ephrathite of Zereda^ Solomon’s servant^ 
whose mother’s name was Zeruaha a widow 
woman;, even he lifted up his hand against 
tlie kingi And this was the cause that he 
lifted up his hand against the king : Solomon 


out of Ms son’s hand, and will give it unto 
thee, even ten tribes. And unto Ms son will 
I give one tribe, that David my servant may 
have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, 
the city which I have chosen me to put my 
name there. And I will take thee, and thou 


The PeopUs Cause 
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ANOTHER CITY I N-THE-M A K IN G 

MORE ON THE LINES OF A SOCIAL PARADISE 


KINGS 


CHAPTERS 12, 25—22, 53 


Jerusalem has failed. Now we come to Samaria. If we keep in mind the two great 
commandments^ which run through the Divine Revelation:, as we read the story of these 
two cities we shall have no difficulty in understanding the situation. For:, on broad linesy 
Jerusalem and Samaria^ in their ideals if not in their history y illustrate these two 
commandmentSy and show how necessary they both are as fundamental principles in 
good city-building. 

The Temple proclaims the character of Jerusalem. Worship was its charter. The first 
commandment was its foundation-stone. But brotherhoody the essential content of the 
second commandmenty had no place there. Protests made matters worse. So the revolu- 
tionaries determined to build their own cityy a rival capital tojerusalemy with a social 
policy that would be burdensome to none. But instead of accepting the social ideal which 
had been committed to themy they took their social pattern from the cities of the sur- 
rounding nations. Perhaps they did not seCy as clearly as it has been made known to us 
in the Christian revelatioUy that there is a wide gulf between the social ideals offreedomy 
justicCy and brotherhoody and the generally accepted practice that lusts after nothing 
but profit and power. So in the end Samaria was even worse than Jerusalem. It had 
neither true worship nor real brotherhood. 



IHEN Jeroboam built Shechem^ In 
mount Ephraimj and dwelt there- 
in; and went out from thence^ and 
built PenueL And Jeroboam said 
m his heart. Now shall the kingdom re- 
turn to the house of David: if this people 
go up to do sacrifice in the house of the 
Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart 
of this people turn again unto their lord, 
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and 
they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam 
king of Judah. Whereupon the king took 
cormsel, and made two calves of gold, and 
said unto them. It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, O Israel, 
whichbroughttheeupoutofthelandofEgypt. 

And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other 
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: 
for the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. And he made an house 
of high places, and made priests of the lowest 
of the people, which were not of the sons of 
Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the 
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the 

* Before Samaria was built and made the capital city of the northern tribes two other cities were tried. 
Shechem was selected firsts possibly because it was an ancient sanctuary. Then Tirzah^ once a Canaamush 
city (Josh. 12, 24), was for a while the capital. Nablus now stands on the site of Shechem. Six miles to the 
north-west is the hill on which Omri built Samaria. 
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month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, 
and he offered upon the altar. So did he in 
Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves that he 
had made; and he placed in Beth-el the 
priests of the high places which he had made. 
So he offered upon the altar which he had 
made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the 
eighth month, even in the month which he 
had devised of his own heart; and ordained 
a feast unto the children of Israel: and he 
offered upon the altar, and burnt incense. 

A Message from God 

And, behold, there came a man of God out 
of Judah by the word of the Lord unto Beth- 
el: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to bum 
incense. And he cried against the altar in the 
word of the Lord, and said, O altar, altar, 
thus saith the Lord; Behold, a child shall be 
born iinto the house of David, Josiah by 
name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests 
of the high places that burn incense upon 
thee, and men’s bones shall be burnt upon 
thee. And he gave a sign the same day. 



the cities of Samaria^ shall surely come to 
pass. 


Heavy Tidings 

After this thing Jeroboam returned not 
from his evil way, but made again of the 
lowest of the people priests of the high places : 
whosoever would, he consecrated him, and 
he became one of the priests of the high 
places. And this tiling became sin unto the 
house of Jeroboam, even to cut it ojff, and to 
destroy it from off the face of the earth. 


A GLANCE AT 


r KINGS 14,22 


were before thee: for thou hast gone and 
made thee other gods, and molten images, 
to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me 
behind thy back: therefore, behold, I will 
bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and 
will cut off from Jeroboam lum that pisseth 
against the wail, and him that is shut up and 
left in Israel, and will take away the remnant 
of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh 
away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth 
of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and 
him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
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I KINGS 16 , 14 

might, and all that he did, and the cities which diseased in his feet. And Asa slept with his 
he buht, are they not written in the book of fathers, and was buried with his fathers in 
tiie chronicles of the kings of Judah ? Never- the city of David his father : and Jehoshaphat 
theless in the time of his old age he was his son reigned in his stead. 

A GLANCE AT TIRZAH i Kings 15, 25— 16, 14 

But it is a sorry picture we see. The would-be builders of a better city than Jerusalem 
have so far lamentably failed^ and we look wonderingly at the attempt about to be 
made on the hill called Samaria. 


Nadah 


and the posterity of his house 5 and will make 
thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son 







The street of the Royal Exchange and Bank, for example, gim an impresdon of one 
aspect of London’s character. In building streets in Samaria like those in Damascus, 
the people of God showed that they were adopting pagan standards and habits of life. 

before Jordan. And it shall bcj that thou and saidj Fetch mcj I pray thecj a little water 
Shalt drink of the brook; and I have com- in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was 
raanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, 
went and did according unto the word of the Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
Lord : for he went and dwelt by the brook thine hand. And she said. As the Lord thy 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful 
ravens brought him bread and flesh in the of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse . 
morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that 
and he drank of the brook. And it came to I may go in and dress it for me and my son, . 
pass after a while, that the brook dried up, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said 
because there had been no rain in the land, unto her. Fear not; go and do as thou hast 

said: but make me thereof a little cake first, 
The Barrel of Meal and Cruse of Oil and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord 
saying. Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which God of Israel, The barrel of med shaU not 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there; be- waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, unul 
hold, I have commanded a widow woman the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the 
there to sudain thee. So he arose and went earth. And she went and did according to 
to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate the saying of EUjah : and she, andke, and 
of the city, behold, the widow woman was her house, did eat many days. And the 
theregatheringofsticks: andhecalledtoher, barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 


STREETS THAT SHOW A CITY’S GHARAGTER 


I KINGS 17, i6 

cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 

Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

The Widow’s Son 

And it came to pass after these things, that 
the son of the woman, the mistress of the 
house, fell sickj and his sickness was so sore, 
that there was no breath left in him. And 
she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God? art thou come 
unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and 
to slay my son? And he said unto her. Give 
me thy son. And he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O 
Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son? And he stretched himself 
upon the child three times, and cried unto the 
Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, 
let this child’s soul come into him again. 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and 
the soul of the child came into him ag^, 
and he revived. And Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber 
into the house, and delivered him unto his 
mother: and EUjah said. See, thy son liveth. 
And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this 
I know that thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

Famine in the Land 
And it came to pass after many days, 
that the word of the Lord came to Elijah 
in the third year, saying. Go, shew thyself 
unto Ahabj* and I will send rain upon the 
earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto 
Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Sama- 
ria. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the 
governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared 
the Lord greatly: for it was so, when Jezebel 
cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Oba- 
diah took an hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go 
into the land, unto all fountains of water, and 
unto all brooks: peradventure we may find 
grass to save the horses and mules alive, that 


we lose not all the beasts. So they divided 
the land between them to pass throughout 
it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Oba- 
diah went another way by himself. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell 
on his face, and said. Art thou that my lord 
EUjah? And he answered him, I am: go, tell 
thy lord. Behold, EUjah is here. And he 
said. What have I sinned, that thou wouldest 
deUver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, 
to slay me? As the Lord thy God Uveth, 
there is no nation or kingdom, whither my 
lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when 
they said. He is not there; he took an oath 
of the kingdom and nation, that they found 
thee not. And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy 
lord. Behold, EUjah is here. And it shall 
come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, 
that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so when I come and 
tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall 
slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord 
from my youth. Was it not told my lord 
what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets 
of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of 
the Lord’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them with bread and water? And now 
thou sayest. Go, teU thy lord. Behold, Elijah 
is here: and he shall slay me. And EUjah 
said. As the Lord of hosts Uveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto 
him to day. 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 
him: and Ahab went to meet EUjah. And it 
came to pass, when Ahab saw EUjah, that 
Ahab said unto him. Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have 
nottroubled Israel; butthou,and thyfather’s 
house, in that ye have forsaken the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and tliou hast fol- 
lowed BaaUm. Now therefore send, and 
gather to me aU Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four 
hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table. 

Gathering of the Prophets 

So Ahab sent unto aU the children of 
Israel, and gathered the prophets together 


I The question at issue between EHjah and Ahab might be put in tWs way: SM ^ 

ties Uke Tyre the capital city of Phoenicia? Jezebel, the queen, said. Yes. Ehjah, 
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armful, and sinful. Therefore, in the name of his God, he attacked it 




unto motmt CarmeL And Elijah came unto : 
all the people^ and said^ How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the Lord be God^ 
follow him: but if Baah then follow him. 
And the people answered him not a word. 
Then said Elijah mto the people^ I, even I 
only^ remain a prophet of the Lord; but 
Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. Let them therefore give us two bul- 
locks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves^ and cut it in pieces, and lay it on 
wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress 
the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under: and call ye on the name 
of your gods, and I will call on the name of 
the Lord; and the God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God. And all the people 
answered and said. It is well spoken. 

The Contest on Carmel 
And Elijah said imto the prophets of Baal, 
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and 
dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the 
name of your gods, but put no fire under. 
And they took the bullock which was given 
them, and they dressed it, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning even until noon, 
saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was made. And 
it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said. Cry aloud; for he is a 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he 
is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, 
and cut themselves after their manner with 
knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them. And it came to pass, when mid- 
day was past, and they prophesied until J:he 
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that there was neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any that regarded. _ 

And Elijah said unto all the people. Come 

nearuntome. And aU the people came ne^ 

unto him. And he repaired the altar of me 
Lord that was broken down. And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom 
the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel 
bVipII be thy name: and with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the Lord : and 
he made a trench about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed, ^d 
he put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and 
said. Fill four barrels with water, and pour 
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it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 
And he said. Do it the second time. And 
they did it the second time. And he said. 
Do it the third time. And they did it the 
third time. And the water ran round about 
the altar; and he filled the trench also with 
water. And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and said. Lord God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. Hear me, 
O Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God, and that thou 
hast turned their heart back again. Then the 
fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and licked up the water that was m 
the trench. And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces; and they said. The 
Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the 
God. And Elijah said unto them. Take 
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them; and Elijah 
brought them down to the brook Elishon, 
and slew them there. 


The Little Cloud 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee 
eat and drink; for there is a sound of abun- 
dance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat ^d 
to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of 
Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the 
earth, and put his face between his knees, 

and said to his servant. Go up now, look _ 

ward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 
and said. There is nothing. And he said. Go 
again seven times . And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, that he said. Behold, there 
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a 
man’s hand. And he said. Go up, say 
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
down, that the rain stop thee ^ 
came to pass in the mean while, ^ 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, 
ther^ was a great rain. And Ahab rode, 
went to Jezreel. And the 
was on Elijah; and he 
and ran before Ahab 
■ reel. ' 

Elijah^s Flight 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had 
done, and withal how he had slain all 
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prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent 
a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the 
gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
tlxy life as the life of one of them by to morrow 
about this time. And when he saw that, he 
arose, and went for his life, and came to 
Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and 
left liis servant tliere. But he himself went a 
day’s journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a jumper tree: and he 
requested for himself that he might die; and 
said. It is enough; now, O Lord, take away 
my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 
And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, 
behold, then an angel touched him, and said 
unto him. Arise and eat. And he looked, and, 
behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, 
and a cruse of water at his head. And he did 
eat and drink, and laid liim down again. And 
the angel of the Lord came again the second 
time, and touched him, and said. Arise and 
eat; because the journey is too great for thee. 
And he arose, and did eat and drink, and 
went in the strength of that meat forty days 
andforty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 

The Still Small Voice 

And he came thither unto a cave, and 
lodged there; and, behold, the word of the 
Lord came to liim, and he said unto him, 
doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, 
I have been very jealous for the Lord God 
for the children of Israel have for- 
thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, 
and stand upon the mount before the Lord. 
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains, and 
in pieces the rocks before the Lord; 
Lord was hot in the wind : and after 
wind an earthquake; but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake: and after the earth- 
quake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : 
and after the fire a still small voice And it 
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out, and 
stood in the entering in of the cave. And, 


said, I have been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts; because the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away. 

The Unknozon Hosts 

And the Lord said unto him. Go, return 
on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: 
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria: and Jehu the son of Nimshi 
shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and 
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 
And it shall come to pass, that him that 
escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: 
and him that escapeth from the sword of 
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

Call of Elisha 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelftli: and Elijah passed by him, and 
cast his mantle upon him. And he left the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said. Let me, 
I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, 
and then I will follow thee. And he said unto 
him. Go back again: for what have I done to 
thee? And he returned back from him, and 
took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did 
eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, 
and ministered unto him. 

Samaria Besieged 

And Ben-hadad die king of Syria gathered 
all his host together; and there were thirty 
and two kings with him, and horses, and 
chariots: and he went up and besieged Sa- 
maria, and warred against it. And he sent 
messengers to Ahab king of Israel into die 
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God of the hills, but he is not God of the 
valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great 
multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord, And tliey pitched one 
over against the other seven days. And so it 
was, that in the seventh day the battle was 
joined: and the children of Israel slew of the 
Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one 
day. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the 
city j and there a wall fell upon twenty and 
seven thousand of the men that were left. 
And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, 
into an inner chamber. 


And his servants said unto him. Behold 
now, we have heard that the kings of the 
house of Israel are merciful kings : let us, I 
pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and 
ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king 
of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life. 
So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and 
put ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Israel, and said. Thy servant Ben- 
hadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he 
said, Is he yet alive? he is my brother. Now 
the men did diligently observe whether any 
thing would come from him, and did hastily 
catch it: and they said. Thy brother Ben- 
hadad. Then he said. Go ye, bring him. 
Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he 
caused him to come up into the chariot. And 
Ben-hadad said unto him. The cities, which 
my father took from thy father, I will restore ; 
and thou shalt make streets for thee in Da- 
mascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then 
said Ahab, 1 will send thee away with this 
covenant. So he made a covenant with him, 
and sent him away. 

The Word of the Prophet 

And a certain man of the sons of the pro- 
phets said unto his neighbour in the word of 
the Lord, Smite me, I pray thee. And the 
man refused to smite him. Then said he 
unto him. Because thou hast not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, behold, as soon as thou 
art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. 
And as soon as he was departed from him, 
a lion found him, and slew him. Then he 


found another man, and said. Smite me, I 
pray thee. And the man smote him, so that 
in smiting he wounded him. So the prophet 
departed, and waited for the king by the way, 
and disguised himself with ashes upon his 
face. And as the king passed by, he cried 
unto the king : and he said. Thy servant went 
out into the midst of the battle; and, behold, 
a man turned aside, and brought a man unto 
me, and said. Keep this man: if by any means 
he be missing, then shall thy life be for his 
life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. 
And as thy servant was busy here and there, 
he was gone. And the king of Israel said 
unto him. So shall thy judgment be; thyself 
hast decided it. And he hasted, and took 
the ashes away from his face; and the king of 
Israel discerned him that he was of the pro- 
phets. And he said unto him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy 
hand a man whom I appointed to utter de- 
struction, therefore thy life shall go for his 
life, and thy people for his people. And the 
king of Israel went to his house heavy and 
displeased, and came to Samaria. 

Nahoth^s Vineyard 

And it came to pass after these things, 
that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, 
which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of 
Ahab king of Samaria, And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, 
that I may have it for a garden of herbs, be- 
cause it is near unto my house: and I will 
give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, 
if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the 
v/orth of it in money.* And Naboth said to 
Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should 
give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 
And Ahab came into his house heavy and 
displeased because of the word which Na- 
both the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he 
had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon 
his bed, and turned away his face, and would 
eat no bread. 

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said 
unto him. Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou 
eatest no bread? And he said unto her, Be- 
cause I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, 


Thou Shalt Make Streets 


I This incideut takes place in Jezreel, where the Idng had his summer residence, but it reflects the type of 
dvilizatibn which was spreading over the whole country. The king, for his own advantage, was trying to 
persuade the peasant to make his inherited rights in the soil a matter of sale and exchange. A direct violation 
of the Mosaic law (Lev. 25, 23), In the eyes of Jezebel, Naboth had no rights should the king want the vineyard. 
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I the STREET WHERE OLD FRIENDS ARE TO BE FOUND 


Though our climate does not permit us to have open-air cc^is, in the manner of most 
eastern and many continental cities^ this does not mean that social intercourse has 
little place in our lives, or that our streets do not offer opportunities far a word of 
greeting, and, when old friends meet, a welcome conversation. 

and said unto him. Give me thy vineyard for and the nobles who were the inhabitants in 
money; or else, if it please thee, I will give his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, 
thee another vineyard for it: and he an- and as it was written in the letters which she 
swered, I will not give thee my vineyard, had sent imto them. They proclaimed a fast. 
And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost and set Naboth on high among the people, 
thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? And there came in two men, children of 
arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be Belial, and sat before him: and the men of 
merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Na- Belial witnessed agamst him, even against 
both the Jezrcehte, So she wrote letters in Naboth, in the presence of the people, say- 
Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal, ing, Naboth did blaspheme God and the 
and sent the letters unto the elders and to king. Then they carried him forth out of the 
the nobles that were in his city, dwelling city, and stoned him with stones, that he 
with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, 
saying. Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on Naboth is stoned, and is dead. And it came 
high among the people: and set two men, to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyrnd 
God and the king. And then carry him out, of Naboth the JezreeUte, which he refused to 
and stone him, that he may die. give thee for money : for Naboth is not ^ve. 

And the men of his city, even the elders but dead. And it came to pass, when Ahao 
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heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose 
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

Elijah and Ahab 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah 
the Tishbite,' saying. Arise, go down to meet 
Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: 
behold, he is in the vineyard of Nabotl^ 
whither he is gone down to possess it. And 
thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also 
taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto 
him, saying. Thus saith the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And 
Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O 
enemy? And he answered, I have 
found thee : because thou hast sold thyself to 
work evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, 

I will bring evil upon thee, and will take 
away thy posterity, and will cut off from 
Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and 
him that is shut up and left in Israel, and 
will make thine house like the house of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provoca- 
tion wherewith thou hast provoked me to 
anger, and made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel 
also spake the Lord, saying, The dop shall 
eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that 
dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; 
and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls 
of the air eat. But there was none like unto 
Ahab, which did sell himself to work wicked- 
ness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel 
his wife stirred up. And he did very abomin- 
ably in following idols, according to all 
things as did the Amorites, whom the Lord 

cast out before the children of Israel. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
those words, that he rent his clothes, and 
sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and 
in sackcloth, and went softly. And the 
of the Lord came to Elijah the Tish- 
bite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth 
himself before me ? because he humbleth him- 


The Question of Ramoth-gilead 
And they continued three years without 
war between Syria and Israel. And it came 
to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat 
the Ving of Judah came down to ihe king of 
Israel. And the king of Israel said imto his 
servants. Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is 
ours, and we be still, and take it not out of 
the Tiand of the king of Syria? And he said 
unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to 
battle to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat 
said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, 
my people as thy people, my horses as thy 
horses. 

Micaiah the Prophet 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of 
Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of 
the Lord to day. Then the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets together, about four 
hundred men, and said imto them. Shall I go 
against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I 
forbear? And they said. Go up; for the 
Lord shall deUver it into the hand of the 
king. And Jehoshaphat said. Is there not 
here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we 
might inquire of him? And the king of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom 
we may inquire of the Lord : but 1 hate him, 
for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said. Let not 
the king say so. Then the king of Israel 
called an oflacer, and said. Hasten Wther 
Mdcaiah the son of Imlah. And the king of 
Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat 
each on his throne, having put on their robes, 
in a void place in the entrance of the gate of 
Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied 
before them. And Zedekiah the son of 
made him horns of iron: and he 
said, Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt 
thou push the Syrians, until thou have con- 
sumed them. And all the prophets prophe- 
sied so, saying. Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and 
prosper : for the Lord shall deliver it into the 




TURNING THE SEARCH-LIGHT OF REVELATION 
ON THE CAPITAL CITIES OF THE WORLD 


One by one they come into view. First of all the capital cities of the little kingdomSs 
Samaria, Damascus, and of course Jerusalem. Then the capitals of empires, Nineveh, 
Babylon, and the distant, unnamed centres of civilization in Egypt, which Israel could 
never forget. Like a dream city rather than a real city Jerusalem again appears. Its 
empire has gone, but, as the metropolis of an empire in a golden age, it lingers among | 
thesenewworldcitiesasif it hoped to bring peace someday to them all. 

It is not, however, the glory of these capitals which catches our eye, but their needs, 
or more exactly the needs of their citizens. They are very human needs, much like our 
own. Some of them arise out of the social conditions which, unfortunately, cities seem 
to create, and out of the social order which every form of civilization seems to per- 
petuate. The cry goes up from burdened and oppressed city-dwellers for freedom aid 
justice. Or it is the cry for peace we hear, and the desire for friendly fellowship with 
the peoples of the earth. For the dread of war brings the work of cities to a standstill, 
and takes the life out of the hearts of men. We note these things, possibly^ because they 
are so evident and painful. But what of the city as a Vanity Fair, with its strange 
novelties and foreign fashions, its many cultural interests and innovations? Does no 
one but God care for the spiritual well-being of man, or that the priceless hentage of 
heaven should be lost in the glitter of the streets? That is the iragedy of all cities. No 

one is concerned about them as God is. 


FROM CITY TO CITY 

T hen Moab rebelled against Israel 
after the death of Ahab. And 
Ahazlah fell down through a lattice 
in his upper chamber that was in 
Samaria, and was sick: and he sent mes- 
sengers, and said tmto them. Go, inquire 
of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether 
I shall recover of this disease. But the 
angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tish- 
bite. Arise, go up to meet the messengers of 
the king of Samaria, and say unto them. Is it 
not because there is not a God in Israel, Aat 
ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, 
Thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 
And Elijah departed. . , , 

And when the messengers turned back 
unto him, he said unto them. Why are^ye 
now turned back? And they said unto hira. 
There came a man up to meet us, and said 
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unto us. Go, turn again unto the king that 
sent you, and say unto him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in 
Tgrapl, that thou sendest to inquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt 
not come down from that bed on which thou 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. And he said 
imto them. What manner of man was he 
which came up to meet you, and told you 
these words? And they answered him. He 
was an hairy man, and girt with a ^rdle of 
leather about his loins. And he said. It is 
Elijah the Tishbite. 

Then the king sent unto him a captain of 
fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: 
and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And 
he spake unto him. Thou man of God, the 
king hath said. Come down. And Elijah 
answered and said to the captam of fifty. If I 
be a man of God, then let fire come down 
from heaven, and consume thee and thy 
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fifty. And there came down fire from heaven^ 
and consumed him and his fifty. Again also 
he sent unto him another captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he answered and said 
unto him;, O man of God^ thus hath the king 
saida Gome down quickly. Axid Elijah an- 
swered and said unto them. If I be a man of 
God, let fire come down from heaven, and 
consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of 
God came down from heaven, and consumed 
him and his fifty. And he sent again a cap- 
tain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came and 
fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought 
him, and said unto him, O man of God, I 
pray thee, let my life, and the life of these 
fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
Behold, there came fire down from heaven, 
and burnt up the two captains of the former 
fifties with ^eir fifties: therefore let my life 
now be precious in thy sight. And the angel 
of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go down with 
him : be not afraid of him. And he arose, and 
went down with him tmto the king. And he 
said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, For- 
asmuch as thou hast sent messengers to in- 
quire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it 
not because there is no God in Israel to in- 
quire of his word? therefore thou shalt not 
come down off that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but shalt surely die. 

So he died according to the word of the 
Lord which Elijah had spokens And Je- 
horam reigned in his stead in the second year 
of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah; because he had no son. Now the rest 
of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel ? 

Elijah and Elisha 

And it came to pass, when the Lord would 
take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, 
that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I 


away thy master from tliy head to day? And 
he said. Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 
And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, 
I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said, As the Lord iiveth, 
and as thy soul Iiveth, I will not leave thee. 
So they came to Jericho. Auid the sons of the 
prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, 
and said imto him, Knowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thy 
head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know 
it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto 
hhn. Tarry, I pray tliee, here; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Jordan. And he said. As the 
Lord Iiveth, and as thy soul Iiveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. And 
fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, 
and stood to view afar off; andthey two stood 
by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, so 
that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone 
over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what 
I shaU do for thee, before I be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let 
a double portion^ of thy spirit be upon me. 
And he said. Thou hast asked a hard thing: 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken 
from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, 
it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
and parted them both asimderj and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Elisha saw it, and he cried. My father, my 
father, the chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof. And he saw him no more: and 
he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. He took up also the 
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went 
back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; and 
he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and smote the waters, and said. Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he also 
had smitten the waters, they parted hither 



thy servants fifty strong men; let them 
we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest per- 
adventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken 
him up, and cast him upon some mountain, 
or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall 
not send. And when they urged him till he 
was ashamed, he said. Send. They sent 
therefore fifty men; and they sought three 
days, -but found him not. And when they 
came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) 
he said unto them. Did I not say unto you. 
Go not? 

The Men of the City 

And the men of the city said imto Elisha,^ 
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city 
is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is 
naught, and the ground barren. And he said. 
Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. 
And they brought it to him. And he went 
forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast 
the salt in there, and said. Thus saith the 
Lord, I have healed these waters; there shall 
not be from thence any more death or barren 
land. So the waters were healed imto this 
day, according to the saying of Elisha which 
he spake. 

Children of the City 

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : 
and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, and 
mocked him, and said unto him. Go up, thou 
bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he 
turned back, and looked on them, and cursed 
them in the name of the Lord. And there 
came forth two she bears out of the wood, 
and tare forty and two children of them. And 
he went from thence to mount Garniel, and 
from thence he returned to Samaria* 

The King of the City 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 
reigned twelve years. And he wrought evil 
in the sight of the Lord; but not like his 
father, and like his mother: for he put away 
the image of Baal that his father had made. 
Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of 
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Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made 
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. 

A City of Moot 

And Mesha king of Moab was a sheep- 
master, and rendered unto the king of Israel 
an hundred thousand iambs, and an hundred 
tliousand rams, with the wool. But it came 
to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king 
of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 
And king Jehoram went out of Samaria die 
same time, and numbered all Israel. And he 
went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, saying, The king of Moab hath re- 
belled against me: wilt thou go with me 
against Moab to battle? And he said, I will 
go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy 
people, and my horses as thy horses. And he 
said. Which way shall we go up? And he 
answered. The way through the wilderness 
of Edom, So the king of Israel went, and the 
king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and 
they fetched a compass of seven days’ jour- 
ney: and there was no water for the host, 
and for the catde that followed them. And 
the king of Israel said, Alas! that the Lord 
hath called these three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab! But 
Jehoshaphat said. Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord, that we may inquire of the Lord 
by him? And one of the king of Israel’s 
servants answered and said. Here is Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, which poured water on 
the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said, 
The word of the Lord is with him. So the 
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king 
of Edom went down to him. 

And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, 
What have I to do with thee? get thee to the 
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets 
of thy mother. And the king of Israel said 
unto him. Nay: for the Lord hath called 
these three kings together, to deliver them 
into the hand of Moab. And Elisha said, As 
the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I 
stand, surely, were it not that I regard the 
presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, 
1 would not look toward thee, nor see thee. 
But now bring me a minstrel. And it came 
to pass, when theminstrei played, that the 
hand of the Lord came upon him. And he 


* Elisha was much more a man of the city than Elijah. He was a more homely man altogether. His master 
had dwelt in the desert^ but he lived among men. His house was known; it was open to aU; and a welcome 
awaited him in every home he visited, from the king’s palace to the widow’s room. Looking at his life as a 
whole we are impressed by his friendly benehcenee. His ministry opens with this note. Elijah began by 
threatening famine, but Elisha healed the stream that was destroying the land. 
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I This account of war with Moab, which we might easily think formed one of the least important chapters 
of teoame in 1868 the subiect of considerable interest. For mthat year the Moabite Stone was 

discoveredj and on it is inscribed Moab’s description of the events that led up to this campaign. 
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said. Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley 
full of ditches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye 
shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; 

yet that valley shall be filled with water, that 

ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and 
your beasts. And this is but a light thing in 
the sight of the Lord: he will deliver the 
Moabites also into your hand. And ye shall 
smite every fenced city, and every choice 
city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop 
all weUs of water, and mar every good piece 
of land with stones. And it came to pass in 
the morning, when the meat offering was 
offered, that, behold, there came water by 
the way of Edom, and the country was filled 
with water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the 
kings were come up to fight against them^ 
they gathered all that were able to put on 
armour, and upward, and stood in the border. 
And they rose up early in the morning, and 

the sun shone upon the water, and the Moab- 
ites saw the water on the other side as red 
as blood: and they said. This is blood: the 
kings are surely slain, and they have smitten 
one another : now therefore, Moab, to the 
spoil. And when they came to the camp of 
Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the 
Moabites, so that they fled before them: but 
they went forward smiting the Moabites, 
even in their country. And they beat down 
the cities, and on every good piece of land 
cast every man his stone, and filled it | and 
they stopped all the wells of water, and felled 
all the good trees: only in Kir-harase& left 
they the stones thereof ; howbeit the slingers 
went about it, and smote it. And when the 
king of Moab saw that the batde was too sore 
for him, he took with him seven hundred 
men that drew swords, to break through even 
unto the king of Edom: but they could not. 
Then he took his eldest son that should have 
reigned in his stead, and offered him for a 
burnt offering upon the waU. And there was 
great indignation against Israel: and they 
departed from him, and returned to their 
own land.^ 

Social Life in a City 
Now there cried a certain woman of the 
wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, 
saying. Thy servant my husband is dead; 
and thou knowest that thy servant did fear 


the Lord: and the creditor is come to take 
unto him my two sons to be bondmen. And 
Elisha said unto her. What shall I do for 
thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? 
And she said. Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil. Then 
he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of 
all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; 
borrow not a few. And when thou art come 
in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and 
upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all 
those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that 
which is full. So she went from him, and 
shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 
who brought the vessels to her; and she 
poured out. And it came to pass, when the 
vessels were full, that she said unto her son. 
Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, 
There is not a vessel more. And the oil 
stayed. Then she came and told the man of 
God. And he said. Go, seU the oil, and pay 
thy debt, and live thou and thy children of 
the rest. 

At Shunem 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to 
Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 
constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, 
that as oft as he passed by, he turned in 
thither to eat bread. And she said unto her 
husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is 
an holy man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. Let us make a little chamber, I 
pray thee, on the waE; and let us set for him 
there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a 
candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh 
to us, that he shall torn in thither. And it 
fell on a day, that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay there. And 
he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shu- 
nammite. And when he had called her, she 
stood before him. And he said unto him. 
Say now unto her. Behold, thou hast been 
careful for us with ah this care; what is to be 
done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for 
to the king, or to the captam of the host? 
And she answered, I dwell among mine own 
people. And he said, What then is to be 
done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily 
she hath no child, and her husband is old. 
And he said. Call her. And when he had 
called her, she stood in the door. And he 


said^ About this seasonj> according to the 
time of iife^ thou shalt embrace a son. And 
she saida Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 
do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the 
woman conceived, and bare a son at that 
season that Elisha had said unto her, accord- 
ing to the time of life. 

And when the child was grown, it fell on 
a day, that he went out to his father to the 
reapers. And he said unto his father. My 
head, my head. And he said to a lad. Carry 
him to his mother. And when he had taken 
him, and brought him to his mother, he sat 
on her knees till noon, and then died. And 
she went up, and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God, and shut the door upon him, 
and went out. And she called unto her hus- 
band, and said. Send me, I pray thee, one of 
the young men, and one of the asses, that I 
may run to the man of God, and come again. 
And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to ium 
to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. 
And she said. It shall be well. Then she 
saddled an ass, and said to her servant. Drive, 
and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, 
except I bid thee. So she went and came 
imto the man of God to mount Carmel. 

And it came to pass, when the man of God 
saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his 
servant. Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : 
run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say 
unto her. Is it well with thee? is it well with 
thy husband ? is it well with the child ? And 
she answered. It is well. And when she came 
to the man of God to the hill, she caught him 
by the feet; but Gehazi came near to thrust 
her away. And the man of God said. Let her 
alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and 
the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not 
told me. Then she said, Did I desire a son 
of my lord? did I not say. Do not deceive me ? 
Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, 
and take my staff in thine hand, and. go thy 
way : if thou meet any man, salute him not; 
and if any salute thee, answer him not again ; 
and lay my staff upon the face of the child. 
And the mother of the child said. As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul Hveth, I will not 
leave thee. And he arose, and followed her. 
And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid 
the staff upon the face of the child; but there 
was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore 
he went again to meet him, and told him, 
saying. The child is not aw^ed. 
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And when Elisha was come into the house, 
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon 
his bed. He went ia therefore, and shut 
the door upon them twain, and prayed unto 
the Lord, And he went up, and lay upon the 
child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, 
and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands: and he stretched himself 
upon the child; and the flesh of the child 
waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked 
in the house to and fro; and went up, and 
stretched himself upon him: and the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened 
his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, 
Call this Shunammite. So he called her. 
And when she was come in unto him, he said, 
Take up thy son. Then she went in, and fell 
at his feet, and bowed herself to the groxmd, 
and took up her son, and went out. 

Food Shortage 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there 
was a dearth in the land ; and the sons of the 
prophets were sitting before him: and he said 
unto his servant. Set on the great pot, and 
seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. 
And one went out into the field to gather 
herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered 
thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came 
and shred them into the pot of pottage: for 
they knew them not. So they poured out 
for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as 
they were eating of the pottage, that they 
cried out, and said, O thou man of God, 
there is death in the pot. And they could not 
eat thereof. But he said. Then bring meal. 
And he cast it into the pot; and he said. Pour 
out for the people, that they may eat. And 
there was no harm in the pot. 

Sufficient for all 

And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, 
and brought the man of God bread of the 
flrstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fuE 
ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, 
Give unto the people,^ that they may eat. 
And his servitor said. What, should I set this 
before an hundred men? He said again. 
Give the people, that they may eat: for thus 
sdth the Lord, They shall eat, and shall 
leave thereof. So he set it before them, and 
they did eat, and left thereof, according to 
the word of the Lord. 


* By law the flrstfruits belonged to the priests (cf. Num. i8, 13). When they are offered to the prophet he 
gives them to the starving people. 
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EVERY CITY HAS ITS OWN SOCIAL PROBLEM 


2 KINGS 


CHAPTERS 5, i— 15, i6 


We talk vaguely about the social problems of our cities but the Bible^ which is concerned 
about solving them^ pref 3 Ts that we should go into each city and see the situation for 
ourselves. So it takes us into the honies^ the streets^ the courts^ ojnd bids us listen to the 
questions people ask, ^Where can I he healed ? W^here can I find food^ or shelter or 
wages for my work? There are other questions^ but these are characteristic of all cities. 
After nearly three thousand years^ though we live under a different regime^ we still have 
to deal with the problems of disease:, poverty:, and oppression. 


The Problem of Disease 

N ^OW Naaman, captain of the host 
of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master, and honour- 
able, because by him the Lord 
had given deliverance unto Syria: he was 
also a mighty man in valour, but he was a 
leper. And the Syrians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto 
her mistress. Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would 
recover him of his leprosy. And one went 
in, and told his lord, saying. Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of 
Israel. And the king of Syria said. Go to, go, 
and I will send a letter imto the king of 
Israel, And he departed, and took with him 
ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces 
of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, say- 
ing, Now when this letter is come unto thee, 
behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my 
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him 
of his leprosy. And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how 
he seeketh a quarrel against me. 


let him come now to me, and he shall know 
that there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman 
came with his horses and with his chariot, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, say- 
ing, Go and wash in Jordan seven times,^ 
and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth, 
and went away, and said. Behold, I thought. 
He will surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, 
and strike his hand over the place, and re- 
cover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in a 
rage. And his servants came near, and spake 
unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and be 
clean? Then went he down, and dipped 
hknself seven times in Jordan, according to 
the saying of the man of God: and his flesh 
came again like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean. 

And he returned to the man of God, he 
and aU. his company, and came, and stood 
before him : and he said. Behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a 
blessing of thy servant. But he said, As the 
Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will 


it w^as so when Elisha the man of receive none And he urs:ed him to take it; 
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servant will henceforth offer neither burnt 
offering nor sacrifice unto other gods^ but 
unto the Lord. In this thing the Lord par- 
don thy servant^ that when my master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, 
and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow my- 
self in the house of Rimmon: when I bow 
down myself in the house of Rimmon, the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. And 
he said unto him. Go in peace. So he de- 
parted from him a little way. 

Money and Clothes 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man 
of God, said. Behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought: but, as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. So Gehazi followed after 
Naaman, And when Naaman saw him run- 
ning after him, he lighted down from the 
chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well? 
And he said. All is well. My master hath 
sent me, saying. Behold, even now there be 
come to me from moimt Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets : give them, 
I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes 
of garments. And Naaman said. Be content, 
take two talents. And he urged him, and 
boimd two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two changes of garments, and laid them upon 
two of his servants^ and they bare them be- 
fore him. And when he came to the tower, 
he took them from their hand, and bestowed 
them in the house: and he let the men go, 
and they departed. But he went in, and stood 
before his master. And Elisha said unto him. 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said. 
Thy servant went no whither. And he said 
unto him. Went not mine heart with thee, 
when the man turned again from his chariot 
to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, 
and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and 
vineyards,; and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maidservants? The leprosy 
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee,^ 
and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

Over-crowding 

And the sons of the prophets said unto 
Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell 
with thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we 
pray thee, imto Jordan, and take thence 
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every man a beam, and let us make us a place 
there, where we may dwell. And he an- 
swered, Go ye. And one said. Be content, I 
pray thee, and go with thy servants. And 
he answered, I wifi go. 5o he went with 
them. And when they came to Jordan, they 
cut down wood. But as one was felling a 
beam, the axe head fell into the water: and 
he cried, and said, Alas, master! for it was 
borrowed. And the man of God said. Where 
feUit? And he shewed him the place. And 
he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither^ and 
the iron did swim. Therefore said he. Take 
it up to thee. And he put out his hand, and 
took it. 

Haunting Fears 

Then the king of Syria warred against 
Israel, and took counsel with his servants, 
saying. In such and such a place shall be my 
camp. And the man of God sent unto the 
king of Israel, saying. Beware that thou pass 
not such a places for thither the Syrians are 
come down. And the king of Israel sent to 
the place which the man of God told Mm and 
warned him of, and saved himself there, not 
once nor twice. Therefore the heart of the 
king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing i 
and he called his servants, and said unto 
them. Will ye not shew me which of us is 
for the km of Ms ser- 

vants said. None, my lord, O king : but EHsha, 
the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king 
of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy 
bedchamber. And he said. Go and spy where 
he is, that I may send and fetch him. And 
it was told him, saying. Behold, he is in 
Dothan. 

Therefore sent he tMther horses, and 
chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. And 
when the servant of the man of God was 
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host 
compassed the city both with horses and 
chariots. And Ms servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he 
answered. Fear not: for they that be with us 
are more than tiiey that be with them. And 
Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, 
open Ms eyes, that he may see." And the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man ; and 
he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha, And when they came down to him. 


* Its infectioii passed to him, possibly, in the coins and garments he had received. 
2 He prays that others may have the vision which strengthened and inspired him. 
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IS NEW YORK GIVING A BETTER ANSWER THAN 
Is its on the one hands getting nearer to a solution of the social struggle of its citizenss 
and on the others serving mankinds by making a stand in the name of God for freedom 


Elisha prayed unto the LoRD^and said, Smite 
this peoplca I pray thee^ with blindness. And 
he smote them with blindness according to 
the word of Elisha, And Elisha said unto 
them. This is not the way, neither is this 
the city: follow me, and I will bring you to 
the man whom ye seek. But he led them to 
Samaria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come 
into Samaria, that Elisha said. Lord, open 
the eyes of these men, that tliey may see. 
And the Lord opened their eyes, and they 
saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of 
Samaria. And the king of Israel said unto 
Elisha, when he saw them. My father, shall 


I smite them? shall I smite them? And he 
answered. Thou shalt not smite them : would- 
est thou smite those whom thou hast taken 
captive with thy sword and with thy bow? 
set bread and water before them, that they 
may eat and drink, and go to their master. 
And he prepared great provision for them: 
and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent 
them away, and they went to their master. 
So the bands of Syria came no more into the 
landofIsraeL 


The Price of Food 

And it came to pass after this, that Ben- 
hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and 


JERUSALEM TO THE PROBLEM^^ OF A METROPOLIS ? 

and justice in the struggle which is going on between the cities of the world for political 

and commercial supremacy? In the purpose of God every metropolis has a mission. 


went up, aiid besieged Samaria. And there 
was a great faniine^^m behold, 

they besieged it, imtil an ass’s head was sold 
for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth 
part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of 
silver. And as the king of Israel was passing 
by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto 
him, saying. Help, my lord, O king. And 
he said, If the Lom do not help thee, whence 
shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or 
out of the winepress? And the king said unto 
her. What aileth thee? And she answered. 
This woman said unto me. Give thy son, 
that we may eat him to day, and we will eat 
my son to morrow. So we boiled my son, and 


did eat him: and I said unto her on the next 
day. Give thy son, that we may eat him : and 
she hath hid her son. And it came to pass, 
when the king heard the words of the woman, 
that he rent his clothes; and he passed by 
upon the wall, and the people looked, and, 
behold, he had sackcloth within upon his 
flesh. Then he said, God do so and more 
also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of 
Shaphat shall stand on him this day. 

But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders 
sat with him; and the king sent a man from 
before him: but ere the messenger came to 
him, he said to the elders. See ye how this son 
of a murderer hath sent to take away mine 
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head? look;, when the messenger cometha 
shut the doora and hold him fast at the door: 
is not the sound of his master’s feet behind 
him? And while he yet talked with thema 
behold^ the messenger came down unto him: 
and he saida Beholda this evil is of the Lord^ 
what should I wait for the Lord any longer? 

Then Elisha said. Hear ye the word of 
the Lord; Thus saith the LoRDa To morrow 
about this time shall a measure of fine fiour 
be sold for a shekel and two measures of 
barley for a shekela in the gate of Samaria. 
Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned 
answered the man of God, and said. Behold, 
if the Lord would make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be? And he said. Behold, 
thou Shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt 
not eat thereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the 
entering in of the gate: and they said one to 
another. Why sit we here until we die? If 
we say. We will enter into the city, then the 
famine is in the city, and we shall die there: 
and if we sit still here, we die also. Now 
therefore come, and let us fall unto the host 
of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall 
live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 
And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto 
the camp of the Syrians : and when they were 
come to the uttermost part of the camp of 
Syria, behold, there was no man there. For 
the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to 
hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, 
even the noise of a great host: and they said 
one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath 
hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and 
the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, 
and left their tents, and their horses, and 
their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled 
for thdr life. And when these lepers came 
to the uttermost part of the camp, they went 
into one tent, and did eat and drink, and 
thence silver, and gold, and raiment, 
and hid it; and came again, and ' 
into another tent, and carried thence 
went and hid it. 

they said one to another. We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings, and 


called unto the porter of the city: and they 
told them, saying. We came to the camp of 
the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man 
there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, 
and asses tied, and the tents as they were. 
And he called the porters; and they told it to 
the Icing’s house within. And the king arose 
in the night, and said unto his servants, I wfll 
now shew you what the Syrians have done 
to us* They know that we be hungry;^ there- 
fore are they gone out of the camp to hide 
themselves in the field, saying. When they 
come out of the city, we shall catch them 
alive, and get into the city. And one of his 
servants answered and said. Let some take, I 
pray thee, five of the horses that remain, 
which are left in the city, (behold, they are as 
all the multitude of Israel that are left in it: 
behold, I say, they are even as all the multi- 
tude of the Israelites that are consumed:) 
and let us send and see. They took therefore 
two chariot horsesi and the king sent after 
the host of the Syrians, saying. Go and see. 
And they went after them unto Jordan; and, 
lo, all file way was full of garments and 
vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in 
their haste. And the messengers returned, 
and told the king. 

And the people went out, and spoiled the 
tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine 
flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, according to the word 
of the Lord. And the king appointed the 
lord on whose hand he leaned to have the 
charge of the gate : and the people trode upon 
him in the gate, and he died, as the man of 
God had said, who spake when the king came 
down to him. And it came to pass as the man 
of God had spoken to the king, saying. Two 
measures of barley for a shekel, and a mea- 
sure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to 
morrow about this time in the gate of Sa- 
maria: and that lord answered the man of 
God, and said, Now, behold, if the Lord 
should make windows hi heaven, might such 
a thing be? And he said. Behold, thou shalt 
see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat there- 
of. And so it fell out unto him : for the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 
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children of the king and the children of the 
queen. And he saidj, Take them alive. And 
they took them alivca and slew them at the 
pit of the shearing house, even two and forty 
men^ neither left he any of them. 

Jehonadab 

And when he was departed thence, he 
lighted on Jehonadab^ the son of Rechab 
coming to meet him : and he saluted him, and 
said to him. Is thine heart right, as my heart 
is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab answered. 
It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he 
gave him liis hand; and he took him up to 
him into the chariot. And he said, Come 
with me, and see my zeal for the Lord. So 
they made him ride in his chariot. And when 
he came to Samaria, he slew all that remained 
unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed 
him, according to the saying of the Lord, 
which he spake to Elijah. 

The Worshippers of Baal 

And Jehu gathered ail the people together, 
and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little ; 
but Jehu shall serve him much. Now there- 
fore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all 
his servants, and all his priests; let none be 
wanting: for I have a great sacrifice to do to 
Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he shall 
not Hve, But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the 
intent that he might destroy the worshippers 
of Baal. And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn 
assembly for Baal. And they proclaimed it. 
And Jehu sent through all Israel; and all the 
worshippers of Baal came, so that there was 
not a man left that came not. And they came 
into the house of Baal; and the house of Baal 
was full from one end to another. And he 
said unto him that was over the vestry. Bring 
forth vestments for all the worshippers of 
Baal. And he brought them forth vestments. 
And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab, into the house of Baal, and said 
unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and 
look that there be here with you none of the 
servants of the Lord, but the worshippers of 
Baal only. And when they went in to offer 
sacrifices and burnt olferinffSiv Teliu annointcd 


the men whom I have brought into your 
hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life 
shall be for the life of him. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, 
that Jehu said to the guard and to the cap- 
tains, Go in, and slay them; let none come 
forth. And they smote them with the edge 
of the sword; and the guard and the captains 
cast them out, and went to the city of the 
house of Baal. And they brought forth the 
images out of the house of Baal, and burned 
them. And they brake down the image of 
Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, and 
made it a draught house imto this day. Thus 
Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu de- 
parted not from after them, to wit, the golden 
calves that were in Beth-el, and that were in 
Dan. AndtheLoRDsaidunto Jehu, Because 
thou hast done well in executing that which 
is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the 
house of Ahab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of the fourth gene- 
ration shall sit on the throne of Israel. But 
Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord God of Israel with all his heart: for he 
departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
which made Israel to sin. 

Invading Armies 

In those days the Lord began to cut Israel 
short: and Hazael smote them in all the 
coasts of Israel; from Jordan eastward, all 
the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the 
Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, 
which is by the river Arnon, even Gilead and 
Bashan. Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, 
and all that he did, and all his might, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? And Jehu slept with his 
fathers; and they buried him in Samaria. 
And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. 
And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel 
in Samaria was twenty and eight years. 

JezeheVs Daughter 

il^jtxd v^hen jAuthaliah the mother of A.haziah 
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had not repaired the breaches of the house. 
Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the 
priest^ and the other priests, and said unto 
them. Why repair ye not the breaches of the 
house? now therefore receive no more money 
of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the 
breaches of the house.^ And the priests con- 
sented to receive no more money of the 
people, neither to repair the breaches of the 
house. 

But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and 
bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside 
the altar, on the right side as one cometh into 
the house of the Lord: and the priests that 
kept the door put therein all the money that 
was brought into the house of the Lord. 
And it was so, when they saw that there was 
much money in the chest, that the king’s 
scribe and the high priest came up, and they 
put up in bags, and told the money that was 
found in the house of the Lord. And they 
gave the money, being told, into the hands 
of them that did the work, that had the over- 
sight of the house of the Lord : and they laid 
it out to the carpenters and builders, that 
wrought upon the house of the Lord, and to 
masons, and hewers of stone, and to buy 
timber and hewed stone to repair the breaches 
of the house of the Lord, and for all that was 
laid out for the house to repair it. Howbeit 
there were not made for the house of the 
Lord bowls of silver, snuffers, basons, trum- 
pets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, 
of tlie money that was brought into the house 
of the Lord: but they gave that to the work- 
men, and repaired therewith the house of 
the Lord* Moreover they reckoned not with 
the men, into whose hand they delivered the 
money to be bestowed on workmen: for they 
dealt faithfully. The trespass money and 
sin money was not brought into the house 
of the Lord ; it was the priests^ 

Jerusalem threatened 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and 
Ibusrht asainst Cja th and took it: andHazael 


of the house of the Lord, and in the king’s 
house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria: 
and he went away from Jerusalem. 

Conspiracy 

And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, 
and slew Joash in the house of MiUo, which 
goeth down to SiHa. For Jozachar the son of 
Shimeath, and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, 
his servants, smote him, and he died^ and 
they buried him with his fathers in the city 
of David: and Amaziah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

Samaria spared 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash 
the son of Ahaziah king of Judah Jehoahaz 
the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. And 
he did that which was evd in the sight of 
the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sinj 
he departed not therefrom. And the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and 
he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad 
the son of Hazael, ah their days. And Jehoa- 
haz besought the Lord, and the Lord 
hearkened unto him : for he saw the oppres- 
sion of Israel, because the king of Syria 
oppressed them. (And the Lord gave Israel 
a saviour, so that they went out from under 
the hand of the Syrians: and the cliildren of 
Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime. 
Nevertheless they departed not from the sins 
of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel 
sin, but walked therein: and there remained 
the grove also in Samaria.) Neither did he 
leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty 
horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand 
footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed 
them, and had made them like the dust by 
threshina Isfow the rest of the acts of Tehoa— 
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War between Israel and Judah 

In the thirty and seventh year of Joash 
king of Judah began Jehoash the son of 
Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in Samaria^ and 
reigned sixteen years. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord j he departed 
not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat^ who made Israel sin: but he walked 
therein. And the rest of the acts of Joash^ 
and all that he did, and his might wherewith 
he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, 
are they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? And Joash slept 
with his fathers 5 and Jeroboam sat upon his 
throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria 
with the kings of Israel. 

Death of Elisha 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sicltness 
whereof he died. And Joash the king of 
Israel came down unto him, and wept over 
his face, and said, O my father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen there- 
of.^ And Elisha said unto him. Take bow 
and arrows. And he took unto him bow and 
arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, 
Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put 
his hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands 
upon the king’s hands. And he said. Open 
the window eastward. And he opened it. 
Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And 
he said, The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, 
and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for 
thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till 
thou have consumed them. And he said. 
Take the arrows. And he took them. And 
he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon 
the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. 
And the man of God was wroth with him, 
and said. Thou shouldest have smitten five 
or six times;^ then hadst thou smitten Syria 
till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now 
thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. 
And the bands of the Moabites invaded the 
land at the coming in of the year. And it 
came to pass, as they were burying a man, 
that, behold, they spied a band of men; and 
they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha : 
and when the man was let down, and touched 
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the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up 
on his feet. 

God^s Compassion 

But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel 
all the days of Jehoahaz. And the Lord was 
gracious unto them, and had compassion on 
them, and had respect unto them, because 
of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither 
cast he them from his presence as yet. So 
Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his 
son reigned in his stead. And Jehoash the 
son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities, 
which he had taken out of the hand of 
Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did 
Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of 
Israel. 

Tumult in Jerusalem 

In the second year of Joash son of Jehoa- 
haz king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son 
of Joash king of Judah. He was twenty and 
five years old when he began to reign, and 
reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Jehoaddan of 
Jerusalem. And he did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David^ 
his father: he did according to all things as 
Joash his father did. Howbeit the high 
places were not taken away: as yet the people 
did sacrifice and burnt incense on the high 
places. 

And it came to pass, as soon as the king- 
dom was confirmed in his hand, that he slew 
his servants which had slain the king his 
father. But the children of the murderers he 
slew not: according unto that which is writ- 
ten in the book of the law of Moses, wherein 
the Lord commanded, saying. The fathers 
shall not be put to death for the children, nor 
the children be put to death for the fathers; 
but every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin.'^ He slew of Edom in the valley of 
salt ten thousand, and took Selah by war, and 
called the name of it Joktheel unto this day. 

Then Amaziah sent messengers to Je- 
hoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king 
of Israel, saying. Gome, let us look one 


^ Describes Elisha as Israel’s defence, 

^ Without perseverance and thoroughness he would fail. 

3 A king like his father, but not attaining David’s standard. 

A a '- 


+ An appreciation of individual responsibility which indicates an advance in moral thought and feeling. 

Ezekiel at a later date developed the idea (cf. Ezek. 1 8). 
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another in the face. And Jehoash the king of 
Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judahs sayings 
The thistle^ that was in Lebanon sent to the 
cedar that was in Lebanon^ saying. Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife : and there passed 
by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and 
trode down the thistle. Thou hast indeed 
smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted 
thee up: glory of this, and tarry at home: 
for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, 
that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah 
with thee? 

But Amaziah would not hear. Therefore 
Jehoash king of Israel went upj and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another 
in the face at Beth-shemesh, which belong- 
eth to Judah. And Judah was put to the 
worse before Israel; and they fled every man 
to their rents. And Jehoash king of Israel 
took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Jehoash the sonof Ahaziah,atBetli-shemesh, 
and came to Jerusalem, and brake down the 
wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Eplirahn 
unto the corner gate, four hundred cubits. 
And he took all the gold and silver, and all 
the vessels that were found in the house of 
the Lord, and in the treasures of the king’s 
house, and hostages, and returned to Sa- 
maria. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which 
he did, and his might, and how he fought 
with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? And Jehoash slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the 
kings of Israel; and J eroboam his son reigned 
in his stead. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of 
Judah lived after the death of Jehoash son of 
Jeboahaz king of Israel fifteen years. And 
the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? Now they^ made a con- 
spiracy against him in Jerusalem: and he 
fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to 
Lachish, and slew him there. And they 
brought him on horses : and he was buried at 
Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of 
David. And all the people of Judah took 
Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and 
made him king instead of his father Amaziah, 


He built Elath, and restored it to Judah, after 
that the king slept with his fathers. 

A Proud City 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of 
Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of 
Joash king of Israel began to reign in Sa- 
maria,^ and reigned forty and one years. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord: he departed not from aU the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin. He restored the coast of Israel from 
the entering of Hamath imto the sea of the 
plain, according to the word of tlie Lord 
God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of 
his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the 
prophet, widch was of Gath-hepher. For 
the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it 
was very bitter; for there was not any shut 
up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 
And the Lord said not that he would blbt 
out the name of Israel from under heaven; 
but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 
the son of Joash. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and 
all that he did, and his might, how he warred, 
and how he recovered Damascus, and Ha- 
math, which belonged to Judah, for Israel, 
are they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? And Jeroboam 
slept with his fathers, even with the kings of 
Israel; and Zachariah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

A Sad City 

In the twenty and seventh year of Jero- 
boam king of Israel began Azariah*^ son of 
Amaziah king of Judah to reign. Sixteen 
years old was he when he began to reign, and 
he reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem, 
And his mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jeru- 
salem. And he did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
his father Amaziah had done; save that the 
high places were not removed: the people 
sacrificed and burnt incense still on the high 
places. And the Lord smote^ the king, so that 
he was a leper unto the day of his death, and 
dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the 
king’s son was over the house, judging the 
people of the land. And the rest of the acts 


^ Meaning Amaziah, king of Judah. 

^ The people of the city, who had been brought to distress by the king's vanity and foolishness. 

3 We have a picture of Samaria at this time in the prophecies of Amos and Hosea. 

^ In 2 Ghron. 26, i and Isa. i, i and 6, i he is called Uzziah. Isaiah's prophetic activity began in the last 
year of this reign (Isa. 6, i). 

® For his transgression in the Temple cf, 2 Ghron. 26, 16-21. 




WHAT OF BERLIN AND THE OTHER CAPITALS OF EUROPE? 

How are they solving the social and international problems that press upon them? On 
the lines God has revealed^ or after the fashion of the cities whose tragic history has 
been written in the pages of this book? Do the citizens themselves know? 


of Azariah^ and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? So Azariah slept with his 
fathers ; and they buried him with his fathers 
in the city of David: and Jotham his son 
reigned in Ms stead. 

Anxious Times 

In the tMrty and eighth year of Azariah 
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jero- 
boam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. 
And he did that wMch was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, as his fathers had done: he de- 
parted not from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. And 
Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against 
him, and smote him before the people, and 
slew him, and reigned in Ms stead. And the 
rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, they 
are written in the book of the chronicles of 


the kings of Israel. TMs was the word of the 
Lord wMch he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy 
sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the 
fourth generation. And so it came to pass. 

Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign 
in the nine and tMrtiedi year of Uzziah king 
of Judah; and he reigned a full month in 
Samaria. For Menahem the son of Gadi 
went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, 
and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in 
Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in Ms 
stead. And the rest of the acts of Shallum, 
and Ms conspiracy which he made, behold, 
they are written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel. Then Menahem smote 
Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and the 
coasts thereof from Tirzah: because they 
opened not to him, therefore he smote it; and 
all the women therein that were with cMld 
he ripped up. 
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA i Kings \1 , 

Samaria fell because:, like a badly built houses, it could not stand against the storm that 
swept over the country in the armies of Assyria. In the judgment of God:, it had to be 
removed. That was part of the story. But must the land be for ever swept by tempests? 
Must wars never cease? Must the nations go on always hating and fighting one another ? 
Possibly in those days the people gave no thought to the question:, but looked upon all 
foreigners as their enemies^ and enemies of their God. But the prophet (Is. 19 ^ 2'y-2f) 
a few years later:, with that clear and far-reaching vision of his;, sees a time coming 
when the nations of the world will live together in a different relationship:, and all will be 
servants of the Living God. 


IN the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah 
began Hoshea lie son of Elah to reign in 
Samaria over Israel nine years. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord^ 
but not as the kings of Israel that were before 
him. Against him came up Shalmaneser king 
of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, 
and gave him presents. And the king of 
Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he 
had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and 
brought no present to the king of Assyria, as 
he had done year by year: therefore the king 
of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in 
prison. Then the king of Assyria came up 
throughout all the land, and went up to Sa- 
maria, and besieged it three years. In the 
ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took 
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, 
and placed them in Halah and in Habor by 
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
MedeSo 

Inside Samaria 

For so it was, that the children of Israel 
had sinned against the Lord their God, 
which had brought them up out of the land 
of Eg3rpt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 
and walked in the statutes of the heathen, 
whom the Lord cast out from before the 
children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, 
which they had made. And the children of 
Israel did secretly those things that were not 
right against the Lord their God, and they 
built them high places in ail their cities, from 
the tower of the watclimen to the fenced city. 
And they set them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green tree ; 
and there they burnt incense in all the high 
places, as did the heathen whom the Lord 
carried away before them; and wrought 
wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger: 


for they served idols, whereof the Lord had 
said unto them. Ye shall not do this thing. 
Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and 
against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all 
the seers, saying. Turn ye from your evil 
ways, and keep my commandments and my 
statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent 
to you by my servants the prophets. Notwith- 
standing they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, 
that did not believe in the Lord their God. 
And they rejected his statutes, and his cove- 
nant that he made with their fathers, and his 
testimonies which he testified agamst them; 
and they followed vanity, and became vain, 
and went after the heathen that were round 
about them, concerning whom the Lord had 
charged them, that they should not do like 
them. And they left all the commandments 
of the Lord their God, and made them 
molten images, even two calves, and made a 
grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, 
and served Baal. And they caused their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire, and used divination and enchantments, 
and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger. There- 
fore the Lord was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them out of his sight: there 
was none left but the tribe of Judah only. 

Fall of Samaria 

Also Judah kept not the commandments 
of the Lord their God, but walked in the 
statutes of Israel which they made. And the 
Lord rejected ail the seed of Israel, and 
affiicted them, and delivered them into the 
hand of spoilers, imtil he had cast them out 
of his sight. For he rent Israel from the 
house of David; and they made Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat king : and J eroboam drave Israel 
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from following the Lord, and made them sin 
a great sin. For the children of Israel walked 
in aU the sins of Jeroboam which he did; 
they departed not from them; tmtil the Lord 
removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said 
by all his servants the prophets. So was 
Israel carried away out of their own land to 
Assyria unto this day,^ 

Foreign Inhabitants 

And the king of Assyria brought men from 
Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, 
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria in- 
stead of the children of Israel; and they 
possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities 
thereof. And so it was at the beginning of 
their dwelling there, that they feared not the 
Lord: therefore the Lord sent lions among 
them, which slew some of them. Wherefore 
they spake to the king of Assyria, saying. 
The nations which thou hast removed, and 
placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the 
manner of the God of the land: therefore he 
hath sent lions among them, and, behold, 
they slay them, because they know not the 
manner of the God of the land. 

Serving other gods 

Then the king of Assyria commanded, say- 
ing, Carry thither one of the priests whom 
ye brought from thence ; and let them go and 
dwell there, and let him teach them the 
manner of the God of the land. Then one of 
the priests whom they had carried away from 
Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and 
taught them how they should fear the Lord. 
Howbeit every nation made gods of their 
own, and put them in the houses of the high 
places which the Samaritans had made, every 
nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 
And the men of Babylon made Succoth- 


benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, 
and the men of Hamath made Ashima, and 
the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the 
Sepharvites burnt their children in fire to 
Adrammelech and Anaimnelech, the gods of 
Sepharvaim, So they feared the Lord, and 
made unto themselves of the lowest of them 
priests of the high places, which sacrificed 
for them in the houses of the high places. 
They feared the Lord, and served their own 
gods, after the manner of the nations whom 
they carried away from tlience. 

The Forsaken Lord 

Unto this day they do after the former 
manners: they fear not the Lord, neither do 
they after their statutes, or after their ordi- 
nances, or after the law and commandment 
which the Lord commanded the children of 
Jacob, whom he named Israel; with whom 
the Lord had made a covenant, and charged 
them, saying, Ye shall not fear other gods, 
nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them, 
nor sacrMce to them: but the Lord, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and a stretched out arm, him 
shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to 
him shall ye do sacrifice. And the statutes, 
and the ordinances, and the law, and the 
commandment, which he wrote for you, ye 
shall observe to do for evermore; and ye shall 
not fear other gods. And the covenant that 
I have made with you ye shall not forget; 
neither shall ye fear other gods. But the 
Lord your God ye shall fear; and he shall 
deliver you out of the hand of aU your 
enemies. Howbeit they did not hearken, but 
they did after their former manner* So these 
nations feared the Lord, and served their 
graven images, both their children, and their 
children’s children: as did their fathers, so 
do they unto this day. 


I Samaria has faUen. But the fight between cities is not over, and the war between different races still goes 
on. We lift our eyes from the Bible scene to look upon its repetition in our own age, almost three thousand years 
later. We look and wonder. There is no doubt about the similarity of the situation, but there is more on the 
sacred page than we can read with the natural eye in the history of which we are part. So we turn ag^ to the 
story with the hope that the revelation will become clear to our anxious minds. We run through its words 
eagerly looking for its good news. Bor we have, however dimly, caught on the page the vision that God is 
in the struggle. But for this story, and all that comes after it m this holy book, we should never have known 
that God cared for struggling cities, and sorrowed over their failure and fall. Sorrow is it, or anger, or 
both? For Samaria is like a man who has been given an urgent and important message but who neglects to 
deliver it when he comes into contact with those for whom it was intended. Instead, he sits down at their 
table and in feasting, gambling and fighting for a share of the spoils, forgets hismission. Is there not, there- 
fore, reason for sorrow and anger? For the message was an invitation, a call from the true and living God to 
men to take part with Him in the greater fight of overcoming evil, and in the glorious work of creating out of 
the chaos of civilization a new and better order. But Samaria failed, and the world still waits for a generation 
of citizens that will take up the Divine Covenant and build the City or cities of God. 
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he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. And when he heard say of Tir- 
hakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come 
out to fight against thee: he sent messengers 
again unto Hezekiah, saying. Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let 
not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive 
thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, 
thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria 
have done to all lands, by destroying them 
utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? Have 
the gods of the nations delivered them which 
my fathers have destroyed^ as Gozan, and 
Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of 
Eden which were in Thelasar? Where is 
the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, 
and the king of tlie city of Sepharvaim, of 
Hena, and Ivah? 

HezekiaUs Prayer 

And Hezekiah received the letter of the 
hand of the messengers, and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up into the house of the Lord, 
and spread it before the Lord, And Heze- 
kiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between 
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. Lord, bow 
down tliine ear, and hear: open. Lord, thine 
eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sen- 
nacherib, which hath sent him to reproach 
the living God. Of a truth. Lord, the kings 
of Assyria have destroyed the nations and 
their lands, and have cast their gods into the 
fire: for they were no gods, but the work of 
men’^s hands, wood and stone: therefore they 
have destroyed them. Now therefore, O 
Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us 
out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord God, 
even thou only. 

Jerusalem Delivered 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Heze- 
kiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me 
against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have 
heard. This is the word that the Lord hatli 
spoken concerning him; The virgin the 
daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and 
laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jeru- 
salem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom 


hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, 
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against 
the Holy One of Israel. By thy messengers 
thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said. 
With the multitude of my chariots I am come 
up to the height of the mountains, to the 
sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tail 
cedar trees thereof, and the choice fir trees 
thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of 
his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel. 
I have digged and drunk strange waters, and 
with the sole of my feet have I dried up all 
the rivers of besieged places. 

Hast thou not heard long ago how I have 
done it, and of ancient times that I have 
formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, that 
thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities 
into ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabi- 
tants were of small power, they were dis- 
mayed and confounded; they were as the 
grass of the field, and as the green herb, as 
the grass on the housetops, and as corn 
blasted before it be grown up. But I know 
thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming 
in, and thy rage against me. Because thy 
rage against me and thy tumult is come up 
into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook 
in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee. Ye shall 
eat this year such things as grow of them- 
selves, and in the second year tliat which 
springeth of the same ; and in the third year 
sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and 
eat the fruits thereof. And the remnant that 
is escaped of the house of Judali shall yet 
again take root downward, and bear fruit up- 
ward. For out of Jerusalem shaU go forth a 
remnant, and they that escape out of mount 
Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do 
this. Therefore thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come 
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with shield, nor cast a bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the 
sanae shall he return, and shall not come into 
this city, saith the Lord. For I will defend 
this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and 
for my servant David’s sake. 

The Angel of the Lord 

And it came to pass that night, that the 
angel of the Lord went out, and smote in 
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WHAT OF MOSCOW AND THE CITIES OF THE EAST? 


Are not their problems like those of the other cities of the world? There are signs that 
they are no less acute^ and that the citizens of the eastern capitals are as eager to improve 
their social and international position as the citizens of any western city. But are they 
working on the lines of the Divine Revelation? 


the camp of the Assyrians an hundred four- 
score and five thousand : and when they arose 
early in the morning? behold? they were all 
dead corpses . So S ennacherib Idng of Assyria 
departed? and went and returned? and dwelt 
at Nineveh* And it came to pass? as he was 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god? 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons 
smote him with the sword: and they escaped 
into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon 
his son reigned in his stead. 

The Shadow of Death 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto 
death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of 
Amoz came to him? and said unto him? Thus 
saith the Lord? Set thine house in order; 


for thou shalt die? and not live. Then he 
turned his face to the wall? and prayed unto 
the Lord? saying? I beseech thee? O Lord? 
remember now how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart? and 
have done that which is good in thy sight. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to 
pass? afore Isaiah was gone out into the 
middle court? that the word of the Lord 
came to him? saying? Turn again? and tell 
Hezekiah the captain of my people? Thus 
saith the Lord? the God of David thy father? 
I have heard thy prayer? I have seen thy 
tears: behold? I will heal thee: on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the 
Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years? and I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria? and 
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I wiil defend this city for mine own sake^ 
and for my servant David’s sake. And Isaiah 
said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and 
laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall 
be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and 
that I shall go up into the house of the Lord 
the third day? And Isaiah said. This sign 
Shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord 
will do the thing that he ha^ spoken: shall 
the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go 
back ten degrees? And Hezekiah answered. 
It is a light thing for the shadow to go down 
ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return 
backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the pro- 
phet cried unto the Lord: and he brought 
the shadow ten degrees backward, by which 
it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a 
present imto Hezekiah: for he had heard 
that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah 
hearkened unto them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious things, the silver, 
and the gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his armour, 
and all that was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his house, nor in all 
his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them 
nou 


Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king 
Hezekiah, and said unto him. What said these 
men? and from whence came they unto thee? 
And Hezekiah said. They are come from a 
far coimtry, even from Babylon. And he 
said. What have they seen in thine house? 
And Hezekiah answered. All the things that 
are in mine house have they seen: there is 
nothing among my treasures that I have not 
shewed them. 

And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the 
word of the Lord. Behold, the days come, 
that all that is in thine house, and that wliich 
thy fathers have laid up in store unto this 
day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing 
shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons 
that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt 
beget, shall they take av;ay; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. 
And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth 
be in my days? 

And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and 
all his might, and how he made a pool, 
and a conduit, and brought water into the 
city, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Heze- 
kiah slept with his fathers: and Manasseh 
his son reigned in his stead. 


Jerusalem stands. But what does it stand for? What is its significance, as a city among the cities of the 
world? In many ways it is like any other city, but in some ways it is different, and in this difference Hes its 
message. To define the difference briefly is not easy. As our study of the narrative has proceeded we have 
tried to indicate what we perceive to be some of die outstanding features which distinguished Jerusalem, 
but in some cases they have been more in the nature of hopes for the city than actual examples of plans realized. 
It might, therefore, be an advantage at this point to set down, simply and plainly, the situation as we see it. 
When the people of God reached the point of building a city, they had, as their distinctive possession, the 
revelation of God for human life. The fact that it was given to them when they were a wandering desert tribe, 
unacquainted with the complex conditions of city life, does not make any difference to the vital core of that 
revelation. It was sufficient to give them a true sense of their relation to God and to their fellow men- We 
may go further. It gave them ideas of God and man that city life might be expected to intensify. For the 
God of Israel was more than nature’s God, He was the God of men. He would dwell with them, go with them, 
be their Keeper and Guide. On the social side the revelation gave them the priceless principles of truth, 
justice, honour, freedom, and brotherhood (the clan bond, if you like), which cities cannot afford to neglect, 
more than desert camps. Let it be granted that we are looking at this histoiy in the light of the Christian 
‘ ih. So we should^ for it was intended to make plain to us the revelation God had written in the lives 
vith this revelation in mind, look at the cities around Jerusalem, and consider their type 
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his fathers, and was buried in the garden of 
his own house, in the garden of Uzza: and 
Amon his son reigned in his stead, 

A Divided City 

Amon was twenty and two years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned two years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jot- 
bah. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh 
did. And he walked in all the way that his 
father walked in, and served the idols that 


his father served, and worshipped them; and 
he forsook the Lord God of his fathers, and 
walked not in the way of the Loud. And the 
servants of Amon conspired against him, and 
slew the king in his own house. And the 
people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon ^ and the people 
of the land made Josiah his son king in his 
stead. Now the rest of the acts of Amon 
which he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
And he was buried in his sepulchre in the 
garden of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned 
in his stead. 


A CITY OF JOY z Kings 1% 1—2X2$ 

A gleam of hope ^ like a cheering ray of sunshine^ for a while lights up the city. There 
is joy which surpasses anything within the memory of living men. But here is the interest’^ 
ing fact: it was kindled by one man; and he^ a young man^, who heard the call of God 
and responded with all his heart and soul and strength. Perhaps stranger still to us^ 
who ask wonderingly about the voice of the Lord^ is the fact that he heard it in the 
book of the law. It is ever to be heard there^ clear:, strong:, and unmistakable. But only 
now and then are men to be found who open their hearts as well as their ears to that 
Voice^ and firmly believe that the message it speaks to them is in truth a divine revela-- 
tion of the right way to live. In addition:, men are slow to believe that the citizens of 
all cities would welcome the opportunity of following this way of life. 


JOSIAH was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. 
And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in all the way of 
David his father, and turned not aside to 
the right hand or to the left 

Repairing the Temple 

And it came to pass in the eighteenth year 
of Idng Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, 
the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying. 
Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may 
sum the silver which is brought into the 
house of the Lord, which the keepers of the 
door have gathered of the people: and let 
them deliver it into the hand of the doers of 
the work, that have the oversight of the 
house of the Lord: and let them give it to 
the doers of the work which is in the house 
of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the 
house, unto carpenters, and builders, and 


masons, and to buy timber and hewn stone 
to repair the house. Howbeit there was no 
reckoning made with them of the money that 
was delivered into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully. 

Finding the Book of the Law 

And Hilkiah the high priest said unto 
Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the Lord. And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he 
read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to the 
king, and brought the kmg word again, and 
said, Thy servants have gathered the money 
that was foimd in the house, and have de- 
livered it into the hand of them that do the 
work, that have the oversight of the house of 
the Lord. And Shaphan the scribe shewed 
the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath de- 
.livered me a book. And Shaphan read it 
before the king. And it came to pass, when 
the king had heard the words of the book of 
the law, that he rent his clothes. And the 
king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and 
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biirned incense^ firom Geba to Beer-shebaj> 
and brake down the high places of the gates 
that were in the entering in of the gate of 
Joshua the governor of the city^ which were 
on a man’s left hand at the gate of the city. 
Nevertheless the priests of the high places 
came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jeru- 
salenij but they did eat of the unleavened 
bread among their brethren. And he defiled 
Topheth^ which is in the valley of the chil- 
dren of Hinnom, that no man might make 
his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire to Molech. Amd he took away the horses 
that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, 
at the entering in of the house of the Lord, 
by the chamber of Nathan-melech the cham- 
berlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned 
the chariots of the sun with fire. And the 
altars that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah 
had made, and the altars which Manasseh 
had made in the two courts of the house of 
the Lord, did the king beat down, and brake 
them down from thence, and cast the dust 
ofthem into the brook Kidron. And the high 
places that were before Jerusalem, which 
were on the right hand of the mount of 
corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel 
had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination 
of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the 
abomination of the Moabites, and for Mil- 
corn the abomination of the children of Am- 
mon, did the king defile. And he brake in 
pieces the images, and cut down the groves, 
and filled their places with the bones of men* 

Far-reaching Influence 

Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, 
and the high place which Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, 
both that altar and the high place he brake 
down, and burned the high place, and 
stamped it small to powder, and burned the 
grove. And as Josiah turned himself, he 
spied the sepulchres that were there in the 
mount, and sent, and took the bones out of 


the sepulchres, and burned them upon the 
altar, and polluted it, according to the word 
of the Lord which the man of God pro- 
claimed, who proclaimed these words. Then 
he said, What title is that that I see? And 
the men of the city told him, It is the sepul- 
chre of the man of God, which came from 
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou 
hast done against the altar of Beth-el. And 
he said. Let him alone ; let no man move his 
bones. So they let his bones alone, with the 
bones of the prophet that came out of Sa- 
maria, And all the houses also of the high 
places that were in tlie cities of Samaria, 
which the kings of Israel had made to pro- 
voke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away, 
and did to them according to all the acts that 
he had done in Beth-el. And he slew all the 
priests of the high places that were there 
upon the altars, and burned men’s bones 
upon them, and returned to Jerusalem, 

A Memorable Festival 

And the king commanded all the people, 
saying. Keep the passover unto the Lord 
your God, as it is written in the book of this 
covenant. Surely there was not holden such 
a passover from the days of the judges that 
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings 
of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah, but in 
the eighteenth year^ of king Josiah, wherein 
this passover was holden to the Lord in 
Jerusalem, 

Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, 
and the wizards, and the images, and the 
idols, and all the abominations that were 
spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, 
did Josiah put away, that he might perform 
the words of the law which were written in 
the book that Efilkiah the priest found in the 
house of the Lord. And like unto him was 
there no king before him, that turned to the 
Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
and with all his might, according to all the 
law of Moses s neither after him arose there 
any like him. 
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Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim^ and all 
that he did^ are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? So 
Jehoiakim slept with his fathers : and Jehoia- 
chin his son reigned in his stead. And the 
king of Egypt came not again any more out 
of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken 
from the river of Egypt unto the river Eu“ 
phrates all that pertained to the king of 
Egypt, 

Bail Days 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he 
began to reign^ and he reigned in Jerusalem 
three months. And his mother’s name was 
Nehushta^ the daughter of Einathan of Jeru- 
salem. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord^ according to all that his 
father had done. 

The City Besieged 

At that time the servants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up against 
Jerusalem^ and the city was besieged. And 
Nebuchadnezzar kingofBabyloncameagainst 
the city^ and his servants did besiege it. 
And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out 
to the king of Babylon^ he^ and his mother^ 
and his servants^ and his princes, and his 
officers : and the king of Babylon took him in 
the eighth year of his reign. And he carried 
out thence ail the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the hinge’s 
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of 
gold which Solomon king of Israel had made 
in the temple of the LorDj as the Lord had 
said. And he carried away all Jerusalem, and 
all the princes, and all the mighty men of 
valour, even ten thousand captives, and all 
the cr^tsmen and smiths: none remained, 
save the poorest sort of the people of the 
land. And he carried away Jehoiacliin^ to 
Babylon, and the king^s mother, and the 
kiag^s wives, and his officers, and the mighty 
of the land, those carried he into captivity 
from Jerusalem to Babylon^ And all the men 


ofBabylon brought captive to Babylon. And 
the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his fa- 
ther’s brother king in his stead, and changed 
his name to Zedekiah. 

The Anger of the Lord 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem, And his mother’s 
name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah, And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger 
of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and 
Judah, until he had cast them out from his 
presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 

The City Destroyed 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of 
his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth 
day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against 
Jerusalem, and pitched against it^ and they 
built forts against it round about. And the 
city was besieged unto the eleventh year of 
long Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the 
fourth month the famine prevailed in the 
city, and there was no bread for the people 
of die land. And the city was broken up, 
and all the men of war fled by night by the 
way of the gate between two walls, which is 
by the king’s garden: (now the Chaldees 
were against the city round about:) and the 
king went the way toward the plain. And 
the army of the Chaldees pursued after the 
king, and overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho; and all his army were scattered 
from him. So they took the king, and brought 
him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah ; and 
they gave judgment^ upon him. And they 
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
him with fetters of brass, and carried him to 
Babylon.3 

The Temple Burned 

And in the fifth month, on the seventh 




Ion, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the 
guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto 
Jerusalem: and he burnt the house of the 
Lord, and the king’s house, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s 
house burnt he with fire. And all the army 
of the Chaldees, that were with the captain 
of the guard, brake down the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about. Now the rest of the 
people that were left in the city, and the 
fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, 
with the remnant of the multitude, did 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry 
away. But the captain of the guard left of the 
poor of the land to be vinedressers and hus- 
bandmen. 

Its Furniture Removed 

And the pillars of brass that were in the 
house of the Lord, and the bases, and the 
brasen sea that was in the house of the Lord, 
did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried 
the brass of them to Babylon. And the pots, 
and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the 
spoons, and all the vessels of brass where- 
with they ministered, took they away. ^d 
the firepans, and the bowls, and such things 
as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in 
silver, the captain of the guard took away. 
The two pillars, one sea, and the bases which 
Solomon had made for the house of the 
Lord; the brass of all these vessels was with- 
out weight. The height of the one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, and the chapiter upon it was 
brass: and the height of the chapiter three 
cubits; and the wreathen work, and pome- 
granates upon the chapiter round about, all 
of brass: and like unto these had the second 
pillar with wreathen work. 

its Officials Slain 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second 
priest, and the three keepers of the door: 
and out of the city he took an officer that was 
set over the men of war, and five naen^of 
them that were in the king’s presence, wMch 
were found in the city, and the principal 
scribe of the host, which mustered the people 
of the land, and threescore men of the people 
of the land that were found in the city: and 
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Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took 
these, and brought them to the king of Baby- 
lon to Riblah : and the king of Babylon smote 
them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath. So Judah was carried away out of 
their land. 

The People that Remained 
And as for the people that remained^ in the 
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon had left, even over them he made 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,^ the son of 
Shaphan, ruler. And when all the captains 
of the armies, they and their men, heard that 
the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
governor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, 
even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and 
Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah the 
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 
Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and 
their men. And Gedaliah sware to them, 
and to their men, and said unto tliem. Fear 
not to be the servants of the Chaldees : dwell 
in the land, and serve the king of Babylon; 
and it shall be well with you. But it came to 
pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the 

seed royal, came, and ten men with him, and 

smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews 
and the Chaldees that were with him at Miz- 
pah. And all the people, both small and 
great, and the captains of the armies, arose, 
and came to Egypt: for they were afraid of 
the Chaldees. 

A Hopeful Sign 

And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the 
seven and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the year 
that he began to reign did lift up the head of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; and 
he spake kindly to him, and set his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with 
him in Babylon; and changed his prison 
garments : and he did eat bread continually 
before him all the days of his life. And his 
allowance was a continual allowance given 
him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all 
the days of bis life. 


Jeremiah gives a more detailed description of these last days in Jerusalem (Jer. 39, 8—42. 22 )- 
' The man who, during one of the risings in the city, saved Jeremiah s life (Jer, 26, 













THE TEMPLE 


IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD THERE 
IS A REVELATION FOR ALL CHURCHES 


THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN THE HOLY CITY 

Showitig om of the gateways to its courts at the time of Christ.^ It was called tU 
OoMe Gate. The column without a base stands to-day, and ts beheved 
irchitectsto be one of the original pillars that formed the outer court of Herod s Temple. 

Buf there are no remains of the Temple that Solomon built. 
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WE WAIT AND WORSHIP IN THE HOUSE WE HAVE 

The Cathedral at Canterbury enshrines our faith. It is our national psalm of praise, 
the song in stone our fathers raised to the God who blessed their lives and made- this 
island home one of His habitations. It is our voice of prayer lifting our hearts in 
adoration and aspiration to the Giver of all good and perfect gifts, the Sovereign Lord 
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HOW MEN HAVE SOUGHT TO DEEPEN AND 


ENRICH THEIR COMMUNION WITH GOD 

What means this vast host of men and women^ whose names are not to he forgotten:^ 
who appear in the heart of the Old Testament like a great congregation assembled for 
worship? What means this recitation of the names of the villages:, townS:, and cities in 
which they have livedo or through which they have passed? Is not the answer to be found 
in the song we hear^ which breaks out again and again in the narrative? These are men 
and women who have known the Lord, These are the places of sacred communion and 
holy memory. And this is the occasion for honouring the name of their mighty and 
glorious God, The Ark of the Lord:, the symbol of His Presence and His Covenant^ will 
remain no longer in the lowlands with a tent for its covering:, hut will he carried to the 
loftiest and loveliest height:, and there:, in a temple as noble as men can build:, will it he 
exalted. Thus are we brought:, in these pages^ to the House of the Lord, 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD i Chronicles 1, i— 9, 44 


J DAMa Shethi Enosh, Kenan^ Mahala- 
L leel, Jered^ Henoch, Methuselah, 
I Lamech, Noah, Shem, Ham, and 
^ Japheth. 

The sons of Japheth^ Gomer, and Magog, 
aiid Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Me- 
shech, and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer; 
Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 
And the sons of Javan; Blishah, and Tar- 
shish, Kitdm, and Dodanim. 

The sons of Ham ; Cush, and Mizraim, Put, 
and Canaan* And the sons of Cush; Seba, 
and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and 
Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, 
and Dedan, And Cush begat Nimrod: he 
began to be mighty upon the earth. And 
Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and 
Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, 
and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philis- 
tines,) and Gaphthorim. And Canaan begat 
Zidon his Erstborn, and Heth, the Jebush^ 
also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, 
and the Hivite, and the Arldte, and the Sinite, 
and the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the 
Hamathite, 

The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, 
and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, 
and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech* And 
Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat 
Eber. And unto Eber were born two sons: 
the name of the one was Peleg; because in 


his days the earth was divided : and his bro- 
ther’s name was Joktan* And Joktan begat 
Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, 
and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and 
Diklah, and Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 
and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All 
these were the sons of Joktan. 

Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, 
Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah, Abram; the same 
is Abraham. 

The sons of Abraham; Isaac, and IshmaeL 
These are their generations : The firstborn of 
Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Adbeel, 
and Mibsam, Mishma, and Dumah, Massa, 
Hadad, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and 
Kedemah. These are the sons of IshmaeL 

Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham’s con- 
cubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and 
Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 
And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and De- 
dan. And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and 
Epher, and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. 
All these are tlie sons of Keturah; 

And Abraham begat Isaac. The sons of 
Isaac; Esau and Israel. 

The sons of Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and 
Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. The sons of 
Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and Ga- 
tam, Kenaz, and Timna, and Amaiek. The 
sons of Reuel; Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, 
andMizzah. 



And the sons of Seir j Lotan^ and Shobah 
and Zibeon^ and Anah, and Dishon^ and 
Ezer^ and Dishan. And the sons of Lotani 
Horij and Homam : and Timna was Lotan’s 
sister. The sons of Shobal ; Alian^ and Mana- 
hath^ and Ebal^, Shephi^ and Onam. And the 
sons of Zibeonj Aiah, and Anah. The sons 
of Anah; Dishon. And the sons of Dishon^ 
Amrama and Eshban^ and Ithran^ and Che- 
ran. The sons of Ezer; Bilhan^ and Zavan^ 
and Jakan. The sons of Dishan; Uz^ and 
Aran. 

Now these are the kings that reigned in 
the land of Edom before any king reigned 
over the children of Israel; Bela the son of 
Beor : and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 
And when Bela was dead^ Jobab the son of 
Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. And 
when Jobab was dead^ Husham of the land 
of the Temardtes reigned in his stead. And 
when Husham was dead, Hadad the son of 
Bedadj which smote Midian in the field of 
Moab^ reigned in his stead: and the name 
of his city was Avith. And when Hadad was 
deadj Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his 
stead. And when Samlah was dead, Shaul 
of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 
And when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the 
son of Achbor reigned in his stead. And 
when Baal-hanan was dead^ Hadad reigned 
in his stead: and the name of his city was 
Pai; and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the 
daughter of Matred,the daughter of Meza- 
hab. Hadad died also. 

And the dukes of Edom were; duke Tim- 
nah, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, duke Aholi- 
bamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, duke Kenaz, 
duke Teman, duke Mibzar, duke Magdiel, 
duke Iram. These are the dukes of Edom, 

These are the sons of Israel; Reuben, Sim- 
eon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, 
Dan, Joseph^ and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, 
and Asher. 

Sons of Judah 

The sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and 
Shelah : which three were born xmto him of 
tlie daughter of Shua the Canaanitess. And 
Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the 
sight of the Lord; and he slew him. And 
Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez 
and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five. 

The sons of Pharez ; Hezron, and Hamul. 
And the sons of Zerah; Zirari, and Ethan, 
and Heman, and Calcol, and Dara : five of 
them in all. And the sons of Carmi; Achar, 
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the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in 
the thing accursed, ifkid the sons of Ethan; 
Azariah, 

The sons also of Hezron, that were bom un- 
to him; Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. 
And Ram begat Amminadab; and Ammina- 
dab begat Nahshon, prince of the children of 
Judah; and Nahshon begat Salma, and Sal- 
ma begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, and 
Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat his first- 
born Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and 
Shicnma the third, Nethaneel the fourth, 
Raddai the fifth, Ozem the sixth, David the 
seventh: whose sisters were Zeruiah, and 
Abigail. And tlie sons of Zeruiah; Abishai, 
and Joab, and Asahel, three. And Abigail 
bare Amasa: and the father of Amasa was 
Jether the Ishmeelite. 

And Caleb the son of Hezron begat chil- 
dren of Azubah his wife, and of Jerioth: her 
sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, and 
Ardon. And when Azubah was dead, Caleb 
took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur. 
And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bezaleel. 

And afterward Hezron went in to the 
daughter of Machir tlie father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was threescore 
years old; and she bare him Segub. And 
Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty 
cities in the land of Gilead. And he took 
Geshur, and Aram, with the towns of Jair, 
from them, with Kenath, and the towns 
thereof, even threescore cities. Ail these 
belonged to the sons of Machir the father of 
Gilead. And after that Hezron was dead in 
Caleb-ephratah, then Abiah Hezron’s wife 
bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa. 

And the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn 
of Hezron were. Ram the firstborn, and 
Btmah, and Oren, and Ozem, and Ahijah. 
Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name 
was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. 
And the sons of the firstborn of Jerah- 
meel were, Maaz, and Jamm, and Eker. And 
the sons ojf Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. 
And the sons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abi- 
shur. And the name of the wife of Abishur 
was Abihail, and she bare him Ahban, and 
Molid. And the sons of Nadab; Seled, and 
Appaim : but Seied died without children. 
And the sons of Appaim; Ishi . And the sons of 
Ishi; Sheshan. And the cliildren of Sheshan; 
AhlaL And the sons of Jada the brother of 
Shammai; Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether 
died without children. And the sons of 
Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. These were the 
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sons of Jerahmeel. Now Sheshan had no 
sons, but daughters. And Sheshan had a 
servant, an Egyptian, whose name was Jarha. 
And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his 
to wife; and she bare him Attai. 
Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat 
Zabad, and Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal 
begat Obed, and Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu 
begat Azariah, and Azariah begat Helez, ^d 
Helez begat Eleasah, and Eleasah begat Sisa- 
mai, and Sisamai begat Shallum, and Shal- 
lum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat 
Elishama. 

Now the sons of Caleb the brother of 
were, Mesha his firstborn, which 
the father of Ziph; and the sons of 
Mareshah the father of Hebron. And the 
sons of Hebron; Korah, and Tappuah, and 
Rekem, and Shema. And Shema begat 
Raham, the father of Jorkoam: and Rekern 
begat Shammai. And the son of Shammai 
was Maon: and Maon was the father of 
Beth-zur. And Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, 
bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez ; and 
Haran begat Gazez. And the sons of Jahdai; 
Regem, and Jotham, and Geshan, and Pelet, 
Ephah, and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb’s 
concubine, bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. She 
also Shaaph the father of Madmannah, 
Sheva the father of Machbenah, and the 
father of Gibea: and the daughter of Caleb 
was Achsah.^ 

These were the sons of Caleb the son of 
Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the 
fqther of Kirjath-jearim, Salma the father of 

Beth-lehem, Hareph the father of Beth-gader. 

Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim had 
sons; Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites. 
And the families of Kirjath-jearim; the Ith- 
rites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, 
and the Mishraites; of them came the Zarea- 
thites, and the Eshtaulites. The sons of 
Sahna; Beth-lehem, and the Netophathites, 
the house of Joab, and half of the 
inatiethitesi the Zorites. And the families 
the scribes which dwelt at J abez ; the 
Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and Sucha- 


Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the 
second Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess: 
the third, Absalom the son of Maachah the 
Hanghte.r of Talmai king of Geshur: the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith: the 
fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the sixth, Ith- 
reambyEglahhiswife. These six were bom 
unto him in Hebron; and there he reigned 
seven years and six months : and in Jerusalem 
he reigned thirty and tlrree years. And these 
were born unto him in Jerusalem; Shimea, 
and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 
four, of Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel: 
Ibhar also, and Elishama, and Eliphelet, and 
Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, and Elisha- 
ma, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. These 
were aU the sons of David, beside the sons 
of the concubines, and Tamar their sister. 

And Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abia 
his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 
Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his 
son, Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, 
Jotham his son, Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his 
son, Manasseh his son, Amon his son, Josiah 
his son. And the sons of Josiah were, the 
fkstbom Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the 
third Zedekiah, the fourth ShaUum. And 
the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, 
Zedekiah his son. And the sons of Jeconiah; 
Assir, Salathiel his son, Malchiram also, and 
Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, 
and Nedabiah. And the sons of Pedaiah were, 
Zembbabel, and Shimei: and the sons of 
Zembbabel; MeshuUam, and Hananiah, and 
Shelomith their sister: and Hashubah,^ and 
Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushab- 
hesed, five. And the sons of Hananiah; 
Pelatiah, and Jesaiah: the sons of Rephaiali, 
the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, tlte 
sons of Shechaniah. And the sons of She- 
chaniah; Shemaiah: and the Sons of She- 
maiah; Hattush, and Igeal, and Bariah, and 
Neariah, and Shaphat, six. And the sons of 
Neariah; Elioenai, and Hezekiah, and Azri- 
kam, three. And the sons of Elioenai were, 
Hodaiah, and Eliashib, and Pelaiali, and 
Akkub, and Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, 
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men^ went to mount Seir^ having for thek 
captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephai- 
ah^ and Uzzieh the sons of Ishi. And they 
smote the rest of tlie Amaiekites that were 
escaped^ and dwelt there unto this day. 

Sons of Reuben^ Gad^ and Manasseh 

Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of 
Israel, (for he was the firstborn^ but, foras- 
much as he defiled his father’s bed, his birth- 
right was given unto the sons of Joseph the 
son of Israel; and the genealogy is not to be 
reckoned after the birthright. For Judah 
prevailed above his brethren, and of him 
came the chief ruler; but the birthright was 
Joseph’s:) the sons, I say, of Reuben the 
firstborn of Israel were, Hanoch, and Pallu, 
Hezron, and Carmi. The sons of Joel; She- 
maiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 
Micah his son, Reaia his son, Baal his son, 
Beerah his son, whom Tilgath-pilneser king 
of Assyria carried away captive : he was prince 
of the Reubenites. And his brethren by their 
families, when the genealogy of their genera- 
tions was reckoned, were the chief, Jeiel, and 
Zechariah, and Bela the son of Azaz, the son 
of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in 
xAcoer, even unto Nebo and Baal-meon: and 
eastward he inhabited unto the entering in 
of the wilderness from the river Euphrates: 
because their cattle were multiplied in the 
land of Gilead. And in the days of Saul they 
made war with the Hagarites, who fell by 
their hand: and they dwelt in their tents 
throughout all the east land of Gilead, 

And the children of Gad dwelt over against 
them, in the land of Bashan unto Salchah: 
Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and 
Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan. And their 
brethren of the house of their fathers were, 
Michael, and Meshullam, and Sheba, and 
Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven. 
These are the children of Abihail the son of 
Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, 
the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the 
son of Jahdo, the son of Buz ; Ahi the son 
of Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of the house 
of their fathers. And they dwelt in Gilead in 
Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the 
suburbs of Sharon, upon their borders. All 
these were reckoned by genealogies in the 
days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the 
days of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and 
half the tribe of Manasseh, of valiant men. 


men able to bear buckler and sword, and to 
shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were four 
and forty thousand seven hundred and three- 
score, that went out to the war. And they 
made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and 
Nephish, and Nodab. And they were helped 
against them, and the Hagarites were de- 
livered into their hand, and all that were with 
them: for they cried to God in the battle, 
and he was intreated of them; because they 
put their trust in him. And they took away 
their cattle; of their camels fifty thousand, 
and of sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, 
and of asses two thousand, and of men an 
himdred thousand. For there feU down many 
slain, because the war was of God. And they 
dwelt in their steads imtil the captivity. 

And the children of the half tribe of 
Manasseh dwelt in the land : they increased 
from Bashan tmto Baal-hermon and Senir, 
and unto mount Hermon. And these were 
the heads of the house of their fathers, even 
Eplier, and Ishi, and Eliel, and Azriel, and 
Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel,mighty 
men of valour, famous men, and heads of 
the house of their fathers. 

And they transgressed against the God of 
their fathers, and went a whoring after the 
gods of the people of the land, whom God 
destroyed before them. And the God of 
Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of 
Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser 
king of Assyria, and he carried them away, 
even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought them 
unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to 
the river Gozan, unto this day. 

Sons of Levi 

The sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari, And the sons of Kohath; Amram, 
Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. And the 
children of Amram; Aaron, and Moses, and 
Miriam. The sons also of Aaron; Nadab, 
and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Eleazar 
begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua, 
and Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukld begat 
Uzzi, and Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah 
begat Meraioth, Meraioth begat Amariah, 
and Amariah begat Ahitub, and Ahitub 
begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Aliimaaz, and 
Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat 
Johanan, and Johanan begat Azariah, (he it 
is that executed the priest’s office in the 
temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem:) 
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Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. Unto 
the sons of Merari were given by lot, -toough- 
out their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, 
and out of the tribe of Gad^ and out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. And the 
children of Israel gave to the Levites these 
cities with their suburbs. And they gave by 
lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Benja- 
min, these cities, which are called by their 

And the residue of the families of the sons 

of Kohath had cities of their coasts out of the 
tribe of Ephraim. And they gave unto them, 
of the cities of refuge, Shechem in moimt 
Ephraim with her suburbs; they gave also 
Gezer with her suburbs, and Jokmeam wife 
her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her sub- 
urbs, and Aijalon with her suburbs, and 
Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; and out ot 
the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner with her 
suburbs, and Bileam with her suburbs, for 
the family of the remnant of the sons of 

Kohath. . 

Unto the sons of Gershom were given out 
of the family of the half tribe of Manasseh, 
Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, and 
Ashtaroth with her suburbs : and out of Ae 
tribe of Issachar; Kedesh with her suburb^ 
Daberath with her suburbs, and Ramoth 
with her suburbs, and Anem with her sim- 
urbs ; and out of the tribe of Asher; MasM 
with her suburbs, and Abdon with her sub- 
urbs, and Hukok with her suburbs, and 
Rehob with her suburbs; and out of the tribe 
of NaphtaU; Kedesh in Galilee with her 
suburbs, and Hammon with her suburbs, 
and Kirjathaim with her suburbs. 

Unto the rest of the children of Merari 
given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rim- 
mon with her suburbs, Tabor with her sub- 
urbs ; and on the other side Jordan by Jericho, 
the east side of Jordan, were given them 
tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the 
lyith her suburbs, and Jahzah 
suburbs, Kedemoth also with her 
and Mephaath with her suburbs: 


sons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, 
and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads 
of their father’s house, m wit, of Tola: they 
were valiant men of might in their genera- 
tions; whose number was in the days of 
David two and twenty thousand and six hun- 
dred. And the sons of Uzzi; Izraliiah: and 
the sons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, 
and Joel, Ishiah, five : all of them chief men. 
And with them, by their generations, after 
the house of their fathers, were bands of 
soldiers for war, six and thirty thousand men : 
for they had many wives and sons. And 
their brethren among all the families of Issa- 
char were valiant men of might, reckoned in 
all by their genealogies fourscore and seven 
thousand. 

Sons of Benjamin 

The sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, 
and Jediael, three. And the sons of Bela; 
Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, 
and Iri, five; heads of the house of their 
fathers, mighty men of valour; and were 
reckoned by their genealogies twenty and 
two thousand and thirty and four, i^d the 
sons of Becher; Zemira^ and Joash, ^and 
Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri^ and Jeri- 
moth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Ala- 
meth. All these are the sons of Becher. And 
the number of them, after their genealogy 
by their generations, heads of the house of 
their fathers, mighty men of valour, was 
twenty thousand and two hundred. The sons 
also of Jediael; Bilhan: and the sons of Bil- 
han; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and 
Chenaanah, and Zethan, and Tharshish, and 
Ahishahar. All these the sons of Jediael, by 
the heads of their fathers, mighty men of 
valour, were seventeen thousand and two 
hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and 
battle. Shuppim also, and Huppim, the chil- 
dren of Ir, and Hushim, the sons of Aher. 

Sons of NaphtaU 

The sons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, 
’ and Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 
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Jeroliam. These were heads of the fathers^ 
by their generations^ chief men. These dwelt 
in Jerusalem. 

And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon; 
whose wife^s name was Maachah: and his 
firstborn son Abdon, and Zur^ and Kish, and 
Baal, and Nadab, and Gedor, and Ahio, 
and Zacher. And Mildoth begat Shimeah. 
And these also dwelt with their brethren in 
Jerusalem, over against them. And Ner 
begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul 
begat Jonathan, andMalchi-shua, and Abina- 
dab, and Esh-baal. And the son of Jonathan 
was Merib-baal^ and Merib-baal begat Mi- 
cah. And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, 


and Melech, and Tarea, and AhaZv And 
Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat 
Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri^ and 
Zimri begat Moza, and Moza begat Binea: 
Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel 
his son: and Ajzel had six sons, whose names 
are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, 
and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan. All 
these were the sons of Azel. And the sons 
of Eshek his brother were, Ulam his first- 
born, Jehush the second, and Eiiphelet the 
third. And the sons of Ulam were mighty 
men of valour, archers, and had many sons, 
and sons’ sons, an hundred and fifty. All 
these are of the sons of Benjamin. 


FIRST INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM i Chronicles 9 , 1-44 

How this list would he prized by those citizens of later years who could trace their ancestry 
to the people that^ according to the Chronicler^ came up with David^ and were given 
possessions in Zion^ or appointed to special posts in the Temple. As we read it^ the 
picture of the new Jerusalem given in the New Testament comes to mind^ and the Book 
of Life in which^, we are told^ the names of its citizens are written {^ev. 21, 27). 


SO all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; 
and, behold, they were written in the book 
of the kings of Israel and Judah, who were 
carried away to Babylon for their transgres- 
sion. Now the first inhabitants that dwelt 
in their possessions in their cities were, the 
Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the Nethi- 
nims. And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children 
of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, 
and of the children of Ephraim, and Ma- 
nasseh; Uthai the son of Ammihud, the 
son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, 
of the children of Pharez the son of Judah. 
And of the Shilonites; Asaiah the firstborn, 
and his sons. And of the sons of Zerah; 
Jeuel, and their brethren, six hundred and 
ninety. And of the sons of Benjamin; Sallu 
the son of Meshuilam, the son of Hodaviah, 
the son of Hasenuah, and Ibneiah the son 
of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the 


the son of Meshuilam, the son of Zadok, the 
son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler 
of the house of God; and Adaiah the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son of 
Malchijah, and Maasiai the son of Adiel, the 
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshuilam, the 
son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer; and 
their brethren, heads of the house of their 
fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and 
threescore ; very able men for the work of the 
service of the house of God. 

Levites 

And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of 
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; and Bak- 
bakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Mattaniah 
the son of Micah, the son of Zichri, the son 
of Asaph; and Obadiah die son of Shem- 
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temple records 

WORSHIP BEFORE THE DAYS OF THE TEMPLE 


CHRONICLES 


CHAPTERS 10 , 1 — 16 , 43 


Worship is older than the Temple. Long before the House of God was bmlt>menbmed 
their heads and lifted up their hearts to the God they believed ruled mer them, mg 
£v knew Him it, and in their ignorance often called upon Hm by names He must 
disozon Man had never to be summoned to worship, for the sprit of wmshpis native to 
T V., Tihe lm)e its close companion, it waits not to be bom, but to be shown on 
whmlt can bestow ti fullness of its devotion. Now, the significance of the pages before 
us lies in the fact that they lead us to the true object of worship, to the only trm aid 
lidng God, and to the right way of worshipping Him. They take us to what, m oldm 
times was the surest evidence of His existence, the sacred token of His Preseme, and the 
remarkable revelation of His character and love, the Ark of the Covmt. Butin doing 
so they ask us to observe, in the example of David, the necessity of bringing that revela- 
tion of worship into close contact with the changing conditions of human existence. 


N OW the PhUistines fought against 
Israel; and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines, and 
fell dovTO slain in mount Gilboa. 
And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, 
and after his sons; and the Philistines slew 
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, 
the sons of Saul. And the battle went sore 
against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he 
was wounded of the archers. Then said Saul 
to his armourbearerj Draw sword, and 
thrust me through therewith; lest these 
uncircunxcised come and abuse me. But his 
artnourbearer would not^ for he was sore 
afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon 
it. And when his armourbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, 
and died. So Saul died, and liis three sons, 
and all his house died together. 

And when all the men of Israel that were 
in the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul 
and his sons were dead, then they forsook 
their cities, and fled: and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them- And it came to 
pass on the morrow, when the Philistines 
came to strip the slain, that they found Satu 
and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And 
when they had stripped him, they took his 
head, and his armour, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about, to carry tid- 
ings unto their idols, and to the people. And 
they put his armour in the house of their 


gods, and fastened his head in the temple of 
Dagon. And when all Jabesh-gilead heard 
all that the Philistines had done to Saul, they 
arose, all the valiant men, and took away the 
body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, 
and brought them to Jabesh, and buried 
their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and 

fasted seven days. . . 

So Saul died for his transgression which 
he committed against the Lord, even against 
the word of the Lord, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one that had a 
familiar spirit, to inquire of itj and inquired 
not of the Lord: therefore he slew him, and 
turned the kingdom unto David the son of 
Jesse. 

On the Way to Zion 
Then all Israel gathered themselves to 
David unto Hebron, saying. Behold, we am 
thy bone and thy flesh. And moreover in 
time past, even when Saul was king, thou 
wast he that leddest out and broughtest in 
Israel : and the Lord thy God said unto thee, 
Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou 
shalt be ruler over my people Israel, There- 
fore came all the elders of Israel to the king 
to Hebron; and David made a covenant with 
them in Hebron before the Lord; and they 
anointed David king over Israel, according 
to the word of the Lord by Samuel. 




RING IN THE AGE OF WORSHIP 

Peal forth the news of the rmielationto be found in worship. Let men at their worki 
women in their homes, and children at their play hear it. Let all answer it, and discover 
the experiences that await them in the worship of their God, 

And David and all Israel went to Jerusa- castle; therefore they called it the city of 
lenij which is Jebus; where the Jebusites David. And he built the city round about} 
werC} the inhabitants of the land. And the even fconi Millo round about ; and Joab r^ 
intiahitantg of Jebus said to David, Thou paired the rest of the city. So David waxed 
shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David greater and greater : for the Lord of hosts 
took the castle of Zion, which is the city of was with him. 

David. And David said. Whosoever smiteth These also are the chief of the mighty men 

the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain, whom David had, who strengthened them- 
So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, selves with him in his kingdom, and withal 
and was chief. And David dwelt in the Israel, to make him king, according to the 

^ 455 '- . 
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word of the Losd concernmg Israel. And 
this is the niimber of the mighty men whom 
David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the 
chief of tlie captains: he lifted up his spear 
against three hundred slain by him at one 
time. And after him was Eleazar the son of 
Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three 
mighties. He was with David at Pasdam- 
mim, and there the Philistines were gathered 
together to battle, where was a parcel of 
ground full of barley; and the people fled 
from before the Philistines. And they set 
themselves in the midst of that parcel and 
delivered it^ and slew the Philistines; and 
the Lord saved them by a great deliverance. 


Valiant Men 

Now three of the thirty^ captains went 
down to the rock to David, into the cave of 
Adullam; and the host of the PhiUstines en- 

campedinthevalleyofRephaim. AndDavid 

was then in the hold, and the PhiUstines 
garrison was then at Beth-lehem. And David 
longed, and said. Oh that one would give me 
drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, 
that is at the gate! And the three brake 
through the host of the PhiUstines, and drew 
water out of the well of Beth-lehem, that was 
by the gate, and took it, and brought it to 
David : but David would not drink of it, but 
poured it out to the Lord, and said. My 
God forbid it me, that I should do this 
thing : shall I drink the blood of these men 
. , 1!.™ in jeopardy? for 


hoiada, and had the name among the three 
mighties. Behold, he was honourable among 
the thirty, but attained not to the flrst three : 
and David set him over his guard. 

Also the valiant men of the armies were, 
Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son 
of Dodo of Beth-lehem, Shammoth the 
Harorite, Helez the Pelonite, Ira the son of 
Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Antothite, 
Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 
Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the son of 
Bggnah the Netophathite, Ithai the son of 
Ribai of Gibeah, that pertained to the clul- 
dren of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 
Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the 
Arbathite, Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliah- 
ba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Hashem the 
Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shage the 
Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hara- 
rite, EUphal the son of Ur, Hepher the 
Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, Hezro 
the CarmeUte, Naarai the son of Ezbai, Joel 
the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of 
Haggeri, Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the 
Berothite, the armourbearer of Joab the son 
of Zeruiah, Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 
Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 
Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a 
captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with 
him, Hanan the son of Maachah, and Josha- 
phat the Mithnite, Uzzia the Ashterathite, 
Shama and Jehiel the sons of Hothan the 
Aroerite, Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha 
his brother, the Tizite, EUel the Mahavite, 
anH and. TosliEviali'i tlic sons of El** 


Elkanah, and Jesiah^ and Azareel, and 
Joezera and Jashobeamj the Korhites^ and 
Joelah, and Zebadiah^ the sons of Jeroham 
of Gedor. 

And of the Gadites there separated them- 
selves unto David into the hold to the wilder- 
ness men of mighty and men of war fit 
for the battle, that could handle shield and 
buckler, whose faces were like the faces of 
lions, and were as swift as the roes upon 
the mountains; Ezer the first, Obadiah the 
second, Eliab the third, Mishmannah tlie 
fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, Attai the sixth, 
Eliei the seventh, Johanan the eighth, Elza- 
bad the ninth, Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai 
the eleventh. These were of the sons of Gad, 
captains of the host : one of the least was over 
an hundred, and the greatest over a thou- 
sand. These are they that went over Jordan 
in the first month, when it had overflown all 
his banks; and they put to flight all them of 
the valleys, both toward the east, and toward 
the west. 

And there came of the children of Benja- 
min and Judah to the hold unto David. And 
David went out to meet them, and answered 
and said imto them. If ye be come peaceably 
unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit 
unto you: but if ye be come to betray me to 
mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in 
mine hands, the God of our fathers look 
thereon, and rebuke it. Then the spirit came 
upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, 
and he said. Thine are we, David, and on 
thy side, thou son of Jesse : peace, peace be 
imto thee, and peace be to thine helpers ; for 
thy God helpeth thee. Then David received 
them, and made them captains of the band. 

And there fell some of Manasseh to David, 
when he came with the Philistines against 
Saul to battle: but they helped them not: 
for the lords of the Philistines upon advise- 
ment sent him away, saying. He will fall to 
his master Saul to the jeopardy of our heads. 
As he went to ZiMag, there fell to him of 
Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, 
and Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu, and 
Zilthai, captains of the thousands that were 
of Manasseh. And they helped David against 
the band of the rovers : for they were all 
mighty men of valour, and were captains in 
the host. For at that time day by day there 
came to David to help him, until it was a 
great host, like the host of God. 

And these are the numbers of the bands 
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to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of 
Saul to him, according to the word of the 
Lord. The children of Judah that bare 
shield and spear were six thousand and eight 
hundred, ready armed to the war. Of the 
children of Simeon, mighty men of valour 
for the war, seven thousand and one him- 
dred. Of the children of Levi four thousand 
and six hundred. And Jehoiada was the 
leader of the Aaronites, and with him were 
three thousand and seven hundred; and 
Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and 
of his father’s house twenty and two captains. 
And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred 
of Saul, three thousand: for hitherto the 
greatest part of them had kept the ward of 
the house of Saul. And of the children of 
Ephraim twenty thousand and eight hun- 
dred, mighty men of valour, famous through- 
out the house of their fathers. And of the 
half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, 
which were expressed by name, to come 
and make David king. And of the children 
of Issachar, which were men that hadimder- 
standing of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do; the heads of them were two 
hundred; and all their brethren were at their 
commandment. Of Zebulun, such as went 
forth to battle, expert in war, with all instru- 
ments of war, fifty thousand, which could 
keep rank: they were not of double heart. 
And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and 
with them with shield and spear thirty and 
seven thousand. And of the Danites expert 
in war twenty and eight thousand and six 
himdred. And of Asher, such as went forth 
to battle, expert in war, forty thousand. And 
on the other side of Jordan, of the Reuben- 
ites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe 
of Manasseh, with all manner of instruments 
of war for the battle, an hundred and twenty 
thousand. 

All these men of war, that could keep 
rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, 
to make David king over all Israel: and all 
the rest also of Israel were of one heart to 
make David king. And there they were with 
David three days, eating and drinlting: for 
their brethren had prepared for them. More- 
over they that were nigh them, even unto 
Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought 
bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, 
and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of 
figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and 
oil and oxen and sheen abundantlv»fnr there 


■■11 

■■III 


iii 



THE ARK OF THE LORD 


I Chronicles 13, i — 16, 43 


The Ark suggests wmUp. It signified to Israel the Presence of God, and themarness 
oftlwHeaSnly Glory which hallows human existence. Let us bring up tlw Ark, scad 
hZd Let Jrecovl that precious link with God which, so^how ^ 
as a people to have lost. With great joy the people responM. It was a noble lead for 
a kig to give at a time when the nation was flushed with mw triumphs, cind edited 
with iew prospects of material development, but David believed in God, dAighted in 
mm, wanted to see Him exalted in his Kingdom, and all the people enjoying the blessings 

Divine. 


AND David consulted with the captains of 
thousands and hundreds, and with every 
leader. And David said unto all the congre- 
gation of Israel, If it seem good unto you, 
and that it be of the Lord our God, let us 
send abroad unto our brethren every where, 
that are left in all the land of Israel, md 
with them also to the priests and Levites 
which are in their cities and subrubs, that 
they may gather themselves unto us : and let 
us bring again the ark of our God to us : for 
we inquired not at it in the days of Saul. 
And all the congregation said that they would 
do so : for the thing was right in the eyes of 
all the people. So David gathered all Israel 
together, from Shihor of Egypt even unto 
the entering of Hemath, to bring the ark of 
God from Kirjath-jearim. And David went 
up, and all Israel, to Eaalah, that is, to 
Kiriath-jearim, which belonged to Judah, to 
bring up thence the ark of God the Lord, 
that dwelled! between the cherubims, whose 
name is called on it. And they carried the 
ark of God in a new cart out of the house of 
Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the 
cart. And David and all Israel played before 
God with all their might, and with singing, 
and with harps, and with psalteries, and 
with timbrels, and with cymbals, and wid! 
trumpets. 

A Wayside Home 


home to me? So David brought not the ark 
home to himself to the city of David, but 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite. And the ark of God remained 
with the family of Obed-edom in his house 
three months. And the Lord blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 

The King's House 

Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers 
to David, and timber of cedars, with masons 
and carpenters, to build hun an house. And 
David perceived that the Lord^ had con- 
firmed him king over Israel, for his kingdom 
was lifted up on high, because of his people 
Israel. 

And David took more wives at Jerusalem: 
and David begat more sons and daughters. 
Now these are the names of his children 
which he had in Jerusalem; Shammua, and 
Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, and Ibhar, 
and Elishua, and Elpalet, and Nogah, and 
Nepheg, and Japhia, and Elishama, and Bee- 
liada, and Eliphalet. 

The Lord's Devoted Servant 
And when the Philistines heard that David 
was anointed king over aU Israel, all the 
Philistines went up to seek David. And 
David heard of it, and went out against them. 
And the Philistines came and spread them- 


left their gods there^ David gave a command- 
mentj and they were burned with fire. 

And the Philistines yet again spread them- 
selves abroad in the valley. Therefore David 
inquired again of God; and God said unto 
him^ Go not up after them; turn away from 
them, and come upon them over against the 
mulberry trees. And it shall be, when thou 
shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt go out 
to battle : for God is gone forth before thee 
to smite the host of the Philistines. David 
therefore did as God commanded him: and 
they smote the host of the Philistines from 
Gibeon even to Gazer. And the fame of 
David went out into ail lands ; and the Lord 
brought the fear of him upon all nations. 

A Place for the Ark 

And David made him houses in the city 
of David, and prepared a place for the ark 
of God, and pitched for it a tent. Then 
David said. None ought to carry the ark of 
God but the Levites : for them hath the Lord 
chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minis- 
ter unto him for ever. And David gathered 
all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up 
the ark of the Lord unto his place, which he 
had prepared for it. And David assembled 
the children of Aaron, and the Levites: of 
the sons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his 
brethren an hundred and twenty : of the sons 
of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren 
two hundred and twenty: of the sons of 
Gershom; Joel the chief, and his brethren 
an hundred and thirty: of the sons of Eliza- 
phan; Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren 
two hundred: of the sons of Hebron; Eliel 
the chief, and his brethren fourscore: of the 
sons of Uzziel; Amminadab the chief, and 
his brethren an hundred and twelve. And 
David called for Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, 
and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Ammina- 
dab, and said unto them. Ye are the chief of 
the fathers of the Levites : sanctify your- 
selves, both ye and your brethren, that ye 
may bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared 
for it. For because ye did it not at the first, 
the Lord our God made a breach upon us, 
for that we sought him not after the due 
order So the priests and the Levites sancti- 
fied themselves to bring up the ark of the 
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Lord God of Israel. And the children of the 
Levites bare the ark of God upon their 
shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses 
commanded according to the word of the 
Lord. 

A Company of Singers 

And David spake to the chief of the 
Levites to appoint their brethren to be the 
singers with instruments of musick, psal- 
teries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by 
lifting up the voice with joy. So the Levites 
appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his 
brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and 
of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan 
the son of Kushaiah; and with them their 
brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, 
Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and 
Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and EHpheleh, 
and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, 
the porters. So the singers, Heman, Asaph, 
and Ethan, were appointed to sound with 
cymbals of brass; and Zechariah, and Aziel, 
and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and 
Eliab, and Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with psal- 
teries on Alamoth; and Mattithiah, and Eli- 
pheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and 
Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on the Shem- 
inith to excel. And Chenaniah, chief of the 
Levites, was for song : he instructed about 
the song, because he was skilful. And Ber- 
echiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for 
the ark. And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, 
and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, 
and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did 
blow with the trumpets before the ark of 
God : and Obed-edom and Jehiah were door- 
keepers for the ark. 

Bringing up the Ark 

So David, and the elders of Israel, and 
the captains over thousands, went to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out 
of the house of Obed-edom with joy. And 
it came to pass, when God helped the Le- 
vites that bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, that they offered seven bullocks and 
seven rams. And David was clothed with a 
robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that 
bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah 
the master of the song with the singers: 
David also had upon him an ephod of linen. 
Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the 


Referring to the sudden death of XJzza given on the opposite page (cf. p. 346, n, i). 
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covenant of the Lord with shouting, and 
with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, 
and witli cymbals, making a noise with psal- 
teries and harps. 

And it came to pass, as the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord came to the city of 
David, that Michal the daughter of Saul 
looking out at a window saw king David 
dancing and playing: and she despised him 
in her heart. 

So they brought the ark of God, and set 
it in the midst of the tent that David had 
pitched for it: and they offered burnt sacri- 
fices and peace offerings before God. And 
when David had made an end of offering 
the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord. And he dealt to every one of Israel, 
both man and woman, to every one a loaf of 
bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon 
of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites 
to minister before the ark of the Lord, and 
to record, and to thank and praise the Lord 
God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and next to 
him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Be- 
naiah, and Obed-edom: and Jeiel with psal- 
teries and with harps; but Asaph made a 
sound with cymbals; Benaiah also and Jaha- 
ziel the priests with trumpets continually 
before the ark of the covenant of God* 

A Psalm of Praise 

Then on that day David delivered first 
this psalm to thank the Lord into the hand 
of Asaph and his brethren. 

Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his 
name, 

Make known his deeds among the people. 

Sing -unto him, sing psalms unto him. 

Talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

Glory ye in his holy name : 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. 

Seek the Lord and his strength. 

Seek his face continually. 

Remember his marvellous works that he 
hath done. 

His wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth; 

G ye seed of Israel his servant, 

Ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

He is the Lord our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. 


Be ye mindful always of his covenant; 

The word which he commanded to a 
thousand generations; 

Even of the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, 

And of his oath unto Isaac; 

And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for 
a law. 

And to Israel for an everlasting covenant. 
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, 

The lot of your inheritance; 

When ye were but few. 

Even a few, and strangers in it. 

And when they went from nation to nation. 
And from one kingdom to another people. 
He suffered no man to do them wrong : 
Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes. 
Saying, Touch not mine anointed. 

And do my prophets no harm. 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; 

Shew forth from day to day his salvation. 
Declare his glory among the heathen; 

His marvellous works among all nations. 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised: 

He also is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the people are idols: 
But the Lord made the heavens. 

Glory and honour are in his presence; 
Strength and gladness are in his place. 
Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the 
people. 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: 

Bring an offering, and come before him : 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

Fear before him, all the earth: 

The world also shall be stable, that it be 
notmoved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 
" rejoice: ' _ ;f 

And let men say among the nations, The 
Lord reigneth. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: 
Let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein. 
Then shall the trees of the wood sing out 
at the presence of the Lord, 

Because he cometh to judge the earth. 

O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is 
good; 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

And say ye, Save us, O God of our salva- 
tion. 
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And gather us together^ and deliver us 
from the heathen^ 

That we may give thanks to thy holy nanae^ 
And glory in thy praise. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
For ever and ever. 

And all the people saidj, Amen^ and praised 
the Lord. 

Ministers of the Ark 
So he left there before the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord Asaph and his brethren^ 
to minister before the ark continuallya as 
every day’s work required: and Obed-edom 
with their brethren^ threescore and eight; 
Obed-edom also the son of Jeduthun and 
Hosah to be porters: and Zadok the priest. 
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and his brethren the priests, before the taber- 
nacle of the Lord in the high place that was 
at Gibeon, to offer burnt offerings unto 
Lord upon the altar of the burnt offering 
continually morning and evening, and to do 
according to all that is written in the law of 
the Lord, which he commanded Israel; and 
with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the 
rest that were chosen, who were expressed 
by name, to give thanks to the Lord, because 
his mercy endureth for ever; and with them 
Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and 
cymbals for those that should make a sound, 
and with musical instruments of God. And 
the sons of Jeduthun were porters. And all 
the people departed every man to his house: 
and David returned to bless his house. 


TEM PLE. PLANS 
GIVING WORSHIP A PERMANENT PLACE IN LIFE 


CHRONICLES 


CHAPTERS 17, i— 29 , 30 


So the House of God was built in stone, made substantial and lasting, made munificent 
too. But we are anticipating the story. We have as yet reached only the birth of the 
idea. The narrative says it originated with David* We usually think of David as a 
warrior, but here, as in the Psalms, we see his heart, and the revelation God has written 
there, that worship is the secret of spiritual life. Out of his own personal exp^ience^ 
arises the desire to exalt worship, to give it a position of supreme eminence in. his city and 
kingdom, and in a building that cannot easily be destroyed make its privileges perma- 
nently available to his people. 

a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom 
I commanded to feed my people, saying. 
Why have ye not built me an house of cedars ? 
Now therefore thus shalt thou say tmtp my 
servant David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I took thee from the sheepcote, even from 
following the sheep, that thou shouldest be 
ruler over my people Israel : and I have been 
with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, 
and have cut off all thine enemies from be" 
fore thee, and have made thee a name like 
the name of the great men that are in the 
earth. Also I will ordain a place for my 
people Israel, and will plant them, and they 
shall dwell in their place, and shall be moved 
no more ; neither shall the children of wicked- 


N OW it came to pass, as David sat 
in his house,* that David said to 
Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell 
in an house of cedars, but the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord remaineth under 
cm^ns. Then Nathan said unto David, Do 
all tiat Is In thine heart; for God is with thee. 

And it came to pass the same night, that 
the word of God came to Nathan, saying, Go 
and teU David my servant. Thus saith the 
Lord, Thou shalt not budd me an house to 
dwell in:* for I have not dwelt ia an house 
since the day that I brought up Israel unto 
this day; but have gone from tent to tent, 
and from one tabernacle to another. Where- 
soever I have walked with all Israel, spake I 


I Another of the part that the home plays in the unfolding of the revelation of God (of- P- 75, n- *)• 
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ness waste them any more, as at the begin- 
ning, and since the time that I commanded 
judges to be over my people Israel* More- 
over I will subdue all thine enemies. Fur- 
thermore I tell thee that the Lord will build 
thee an house. And it shall come to pass, 
when thy days be expired that thou must go 
to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy 
seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build me an house, and I will stablish his 
throne for ever. I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son : and I will not take my mercy 
away from him, as I took it from him that 
was before thee: but I will settle him in 
mine house and in my kingdom for ever: 
and his throne shall be established for ever- 
more. According to all these words, and 
according to all this vision, so did Nathan 
speak unto David. 

And David the king came and sat before 
the Lord, and said. Who am I, O Lord God, 
and what is mine house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto? And yet this was a 
small thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou 
hast also spoken of thy servant’s house for a 
great while to come, and hast regarded me 
according to the estate of a man of high 
degree, O Lord God. What can David 
speak more to thee for the honour of thy 
servant? for thou knowest thy servant. O 
Lord, for thy servant’s sake, and according 
to thine own heart, hast thou done all this 
greatness, in making known all these great 
things. O Lord, there is none like thee, 
neither is there any God beside thee, accord- 
ing to all that we have heard with our ears. 

And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people Israel, whom God went to redeem to 
be Ms own people, to make thee a name of 
greatness and terribleness, by driving out 
nations from before thy people, whom thou 
hast redeemed out of Egypt? For thy people 
Israel didst thou make thine own people for 
ever; and thou. Lord, becamest their God. 

Therefore now. Lord, let the thing that thou 
hast spoken concerning thy servant and con- 
cerning his house be established for ever, 
and do as thou hast said. Let it even be 
established, that thy name may be magnified 
for ever, saying. The Lord of hosts is the 
God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and let 
the house of David thy servant be established 

* Before the building of the Temple can be undertaken, peace must be secured. David attributed his victories 
to God, and gladly devoted the material benefits of his conquests to the preparations which, the Chronicler 
says, he made during his later life for tiie work on the Temple. 


before thee. For thou, O my God, hast told 
thy servant that thou wilt build him an house : 
therefore thy servant hath foimd in his heart 
to pray before thee. And now. Lord, thou 
art God, and hast promised this goodness 
unto thy servant: now therefore let it please 
thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it 
may be before thee for ever : for thou bless- 
est, O Lord, and it shall be blessed for ever. 

Trophies and Treasures 

Now after this it came to pass, that David 
smote the Philistines, and subdued them,^ 
and took Gath and her towns out of the hand 
of the Philistines. And he smote Moab ; and 
the Moabites became David’s servants, and 
brought gifts. 

And David smote Hadarezer king of Zo- 
bah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his 
dominion by the river Euphrates . And David 
took from him a thousand chariots, and 
seven thousand horsemen, and twenty thou- 
sand footmen: David also houghed all the 
chariot horses, but reserved of them an hun- 
dred chariots. 

And when the Syrians of Damascus came 
to help Hadarezer Idng of Zobah, David slew 
of the Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 
Then David put garrisons in Syria-damas- 
cus; and the Syrians became David’s serv- 
ants, and brought gifts. Thus the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he went. And 
David took the shields of gold that were on 
the servants of Hadarezer, and brought them 
to Jerusalem. Likewise from Tibhath, and 
from Chun, cities of Hadarezer, brought 
David very much brass, wherewith Solomon 
made the brasen sea, and the pillars, and the 
vessels of brass. 

Now when Tou king of Hamath heard 
how David had smitten all the host of Hada- 
rezer king of Zobah; he sent Hadoram his 
son to king David, to inquire of his welfare, 
and to congratulate him, because he had 
fought against Hadarezer, and smitten him; 
(for Hadarezer had war with Tou ;) and with 
him all mariner of vessels of gold and silver 
and brass. Them also king David dedicated 
unto the Lord, with the silver and the gold 
that he brought from all these nations; from 
Edom, and from Moab, and from the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and from the Philistines, 
and from Amalek. 
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it, and cut them with sav/s, and with harrows 
of iron, and with axes. Even so dealt David 
with all tlie cities of the children of Ammon. 
And David and all the people returned to 
Jerusalem. 

David as Men knew Him 

And it came to pass after this, that there 
arose war at Gezer with the Philistines; at 
which time Sibbechai the Hushathite slew 
Sippai, that was of the children of the giant : 
and they were subdued. And there was war 
again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the 
son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath 
the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a 
weaver^s beam. And yet again there was war 
at Gath, where was a man of great stature, 
whose fingers and toes were four and twenty, 
six on each hand, and six on each foot: and 
he also was the son of the giant. But when 
he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea 
David’s brother slew him. These were born 
unto the giant in Gath; and they fell by the 
hand of David, and by the hand of his 
servants. 

David as God knew Him 

And Satan stood up against Israel, and pro- 
voked David to number Israel.^ And David 
said to Joab and to the rulers of the people. 
Go, number Israel from Beer-sheba even to 
Dan; and bring the number of them to me, 
that I may know it. And Joab answered, 
The Lord make his people an hundred times 
so many more as they be: but, my lord 
the king, are they not ail my lord’s serv- 
ants? why then doth my lord require this 
thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to 
Israel? Nevertheless the king’s word pre- 
vailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab de- 
parted, and went throughout all Israel, and 
came m Jerusalem. And Joab gave the sum 
of the* number of the people unto David. 
And all they of Israel were a thousand thou- 
sand and an hundred thousand men that 
drew sword: and Judah was four hundred 
threescore and ten thousand men that drew 
sword. But Levi and Benjamin counted he 
not among them; for the king’s word was 
abominable to Joab. And God was dis- 
pleased with this thing; tlterefore he smote 
Israel, And David said unto God, I have 
sinned greatly, because I have done this 
thing; but now, I beseech thee, do away the 


iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very 
foolishly. 

And the Lord spake unto Gad, David’s 
seer, saying. Go and tell David, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, I offer thee three things: 
choose thee one of them, that I may do it 
imto thee. So Gad came to David, and said 
unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Choose thee 
either three years’ famine; or three months 
to be desti'oyed before tliy foes, while that 
the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; 
or else three days the sword of tlie Lord, 
even the pestilence, in the land, and the 
angel of the Lord destroying tiiroughout all 
the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise 
thyself what word I shall bring again to him 
that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I 
am in a great strait: let me fall now into the 
hand of the Lord; for very great are his 
mercies : but let me not fall into the hand of 
man. So the Lord sent pestilence upon 
Israel: and there fell of Israel seventy thou- 
sand men. And God sent an angel unto 
Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was de- 
stroying, the Lord beheld, and he repented 
him of the evil, and said to the angel that 
destroyed. It is enough, stay now thine hand. 
And the angel of the Lord stood by the 
threshingfioor of Oman the Jebusite. Aid 
David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel 
of the Lord stand between the earth and the 
heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand 
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David 
and the elders of Israel, who were clothed 
in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. And 
David said imto God, Is it not I that com- 
manded the people to be numbered? even 
I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; 
but as for these sheep, what have they done? 
let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, 
be on me, and on my father’s house; but not 
on thy people, that they should be plagued. 

Then the angel of the Lord commanded 
Gad to say to David, that David should go 
up, and set up an altar unto the Lord in the 
threshingfioor of Oman the Jebusite. And 
David went up at the saying of Gad, which 
he spake in the name of Lord. And Or- 
nan turned back, and saw the angel; and his 
four sons with him hid themselves. Now 
Oman was threshing wheat. And as David 
came to Oman, Ornanlooked and saw David, 
and went out of the threshingfioor, and bowed 
himself to David with his face to the ground. 
Then David said to Oman, Grant me the 


Compare the account given in 2 Sam. 24, 1-25, pp. 367-8, and footnote on p. 367. 
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nor be dismayed. Now, behold, in my trouble 
I have prepared for the house of the Lord 
an hundred thousand talents of gold, and a 
thousand thousand talents of silver; and of 
brass and iron without weight; for it is 
in abundance: timber also and stone have 
I prepared; and thou mayest add thereto. 
Moreover there are workmen with thee in 
abundance, hewers and workers of stone and 
timber, and all manner of cunning men for 
every manner of work. Of the gold, the 
silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no 
number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and 
the Lord be with thee. 

The Princes of Israel 

David also commanded all the princes of 
Israel to help Solomon his son, saying. Is not 
the Lord your God with you? and hath he 
not given yon rest on every side? for he hath 
given the inhabitants of the land into mine 
hand; and the land is subdued before the 
Lord, and before his people. Now set your 
heart and your soul to seek the Lord your 
God; arise therefore, and build ye the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and the holy ves- 
sels of God, into the house that is to be built 
to the name of the Lord. 

The Levites 

So when David was old and full of days, 
he made Solomon his son king over Israel. 
And he gathered together all the princes of 
Israel, with the priests and the Levites. Now 
the Levites were numbered from the age of 
thirty years and upward: and their number 
by their polls, man by man, was thirty and 
eight thousand. Of which, twenty and four 
thousand were to set forward the work of the 
house of the Lord; and six thousand were 
oflScers and judges : moreover four thousand 
were porters; and four thousand praised the 
Lord with the instruments which I made, 
said David, to praise therewith. And David 
divided them into courses among the sons of 
Levi, namely, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

Of the Gershonites were, Laadan, and 
Shimei. The sons of Laadan; the chief was 
Jehiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three. The 
sons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and 
Haran, three. These were the chief of the 
fathers of Laadan. And the sons of Shimei 
were, Jahath, Zina, and Jeush, and Beriah. 


These four were the sons of Shimei. And 
Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second: 
but Jeush and Beriah had not many sons; 
therefore they were in one reckoning, accord- 
ing to their father’s house. 

The sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, He-^ 
bron, and Uzziel, four. The sons of Amram; 
Aaron and Moses : and Aaron was separated, 
that he should sanctify the most holy things, 
he and his sons for ever, to burn incense 
before the Lord, to minister unto him, and 
to bless in his name for ever. Now concern- 
ing Moses the man of God, his sons were 
named of the tribe of Levi. The sons of 
Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer. Of the 
sons of Gershom, Shebuel was the chief. 
And the sons of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the 
chief. And Eliezer had none other sons; but 
the sons of Rehabiah were very many. Of 
the sons of Izhar ; Shelomith the chief. Of the 
sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the 
second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam 
the fourth. Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah 
the first, and Jesiah the second. 

The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. 
The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish. And 
Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daughters : 
and their brethren the sons of Kish took 
them. The sons of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, 
and Jeremoth, three. 

These were the sons of Levi after the 
house of their fathers; even the chief of the 
fathers, as they were counted by number of 
names by their polls, that did the work for 
the service of the house of the Lord, from 
the age of twenty years and upward. For 
David said. The Lord God of Israel hath 
given rest unto his people, that they may 
dwell in Jerusalem for ever: and also unto 
the Levites; they shall no more carry the 
tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the ser- 
vice thereof. For by the last words of David 
the Levites were numbered from twenty 
years old and above: because their office was 
to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service 
of the house of the Lord, in the courts, and 
in the chambers, and in the purifying of all 
holy things, and the work of the service of the 
house of God; both for the shewbread, and 
for the fine flour for meat offering, and for 
the unleavened cakes, and for that which is 
baked in the pan, and for that which is fried, 
and for all manner of measure and size; and 
to stand every morning to thank and praise 
the Lord, and likewise at even; and to ofier 
all burnt sacrifices unto the Lord in the 




UNTO HIM BE PRAISE IN HEAVEN AND EARTH 
This is the voice erf Islam, which rises to-day and every day from its sanctuary on Israels 
Temple site. ‘Wherrfore glorify God, when the evening overtaketh you, and when ye 
rise in the morning, and unto Him be praise in Heaven and earth; and in the evening 
and when ye rest at noon.* Islam claims to worship the God of Abraham, and to that 

extent its call to worship finds an echo in our own hearts. 
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sabbaths, in the new moons, and on the set 
feasts, by number, according to the order 
commanded unto them, continually before 
the Lord: and that they should keep the 
charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and the charge of the holy place, and the 
charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, 
in the service of the house of the Lord, 

The Priests 

Now these are the divisions of the sons 
of Aaron, The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab 
and Abihu died before their father, and had 
no children : therefore Eleazar and Ithamar 
executed the priest’s office. And David dis- 
tributed them, both Zadok of the sons of 
Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Itha- 
mar, according to their offices in their service. 
And there were more chief men found of 
the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Itha- 
mar; and thus were they divided. Among 
the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief - 
men of the house of their fathers, and eight 
among the sons of Ithamar according to the 
house of their fathers. Thus were they 
divided by lot, one sort with another; for 
the governors of the sanctuary, and governors 
of the house of God, were of the sons of 
Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar, And 
Shemaiah the son of Nethaneel the scribe, 
of the Levites, wrote them before the 
king, and the princes, and Zadok the priest, 
and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and 
before the chief of the fathers of the priests 
and Levites : one principal household being 
taken for Eleazar, and one taken for Ithamar. 
Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, 
the second to Jedaiah, the third to Harim, the 
fourth to Seorim, the fifth to Malchijah, the 
sixth to Mijamin, the seventh to Hakkoz, 
the eighth to Abijah, the ninth to Jeshua, 
the tenth to Shecaniah, the eleventh to Eli- 
ashib, the twelfth to Jakim, the thirteenth to 
Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, the 
fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 
the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
Aphses, the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the 
twentieth to Jehezekel, the one and twentieth 
to Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, 
the three and twentieth to Delaiah, the four 
and twentieth to Maaziah. These were the 
orderings of them in their service to come 
into the house of the Lord, according to 
their manner, imder Aaron their father, as 
the Lord God of Israel had commanded him. 


Names of Levies Sons 

And the rest of the sons of Levi were these : 
Of the sons of Amram; Shubael: of the sons 
of Shubael; Jehdeiah, Concerning Reha- 
biah: of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was 
Isshiah. Of the Izharites ; Shelomoth : of the 
sons of Shelomoth; Jahath. And the sons 
of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the 
second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the 
fourth. Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah: of 
the sons of Michah; Shamir. The brother 
of Michah was Isshiah : of the sons of Isshiah ; 
Zechariah. The sons of Merari were Mahli 
and Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno. The 
sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Sho- 
ham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of Mahli came 
Eleazar, who had no sons. Concerning Kish : 
the son of Kish was Jerahmeel. The sons 
also of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeri- 
moth. These were the sons of the Levites 
after the house of their fathers. These like- 
wise cast lots over against their brethren 
the sons of Aaron in the presence of David 
the king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the 
chief of the fathers of the priests and Levites, 
even the principal fathers over against their 
younger brethren. 

Musicians and Singers 

Moreover David and the captains of the 
host separated to the service of the sons of 
Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who 
should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, 
and with cymbals : and the number of the 
workmen according to their service was: of 
the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and 
Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons of Asaph 
under the jhands of Asaph, which prophesied 
according to the order of the king. Of Jedu- 
thun: the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and 
Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Matti- 
thiah, six, under the hands of their father 
Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp, to 
give thanks and to praise the Lord. Of He- 
man: the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, 
Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, 
Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti- 
ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and 
Mahazioth: all these were the sons of He- 
man the king’s seer in the words of God, 
to lift up tlie horn. And God gave to Heman 
fourteen sons and three daughters. All these 
were under the hands of their father for song 
in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, 
psalteries, and harps, for the service of the 



house of Godj according to the king^s order 
to Asaphj, Jeduthun^ and Heman. So the 
number of them^ with their brethren that 
were instructed in the songs of the L0KD5 
even all that were cunning, was two hundred 
fourscore and eight. And they cast lots, 
ward against ward, as well the small as the 
great, the teacher as the scholar. 

Now the first lot came forth for Asaph to 
Joseph: the second to Gedaliah, who with 
his brethren and sons were twelve : the third 
to Zaccur, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: the fourth to Izri, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: the fifth to 
Nethaniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: the sixth to Bukkiah, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
seventh to Jesharelah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: the eighth to Jeshaiah, 
he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 
the ninth to Mattaniah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: the tenth to Shimei, 
he, his sons, and his brethren, were tv/elve: 
the eleventh to Azareel, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the twelfth to Hasha- 
biah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve: the thirteenth to Shubael, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve; the 
fourteenth to Mattithiah, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: &e fifteenth to 
Jeremoth, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: the sixteenth to Hananiah, he, 
his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
seventeenth to Joshbekashah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve : the eighteenth 
to Hanani, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: the nineteenth to Mallothi, he, 
his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: the 
twentieth to Eliathah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve : the one and twentieth 
to Hothir, he, his sons, and his brethren, 
were twelve : the two and twentieth to Gid- 
dalti, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve ; the three and twentieth to Maha- 
zioth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve ; the four and twentieth to Romamti- 
ezer, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve. 

The Porters 

Concerning the divisions of the porters : 
Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son of 
Kore, of the sons of Asaph, And the sons 
of Meshelemiah were, Zechariah the first- 
born, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, 
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Jathniel the fourth, Elam the fifth, Jehoha- 
nan the sixth, Elioenai the seventh. More- 
over the sons of Obed-edom were, Shemaiah 
the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah 
the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Netha- 
neel the fifth, Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the 
seventh, Peulthai the eighth : for God blessed 
him. Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons 
born, that ruled throughout the house of 
their father: for they were mighty men of 
valour. The sons of Shemaiah; Othni, and 
Raphael, and Obed, Elzabad, whose breth- 
ren were strong men, Elihu, and Semachiah. 
Ail these of the sons of Obed-edom: they 
and their sons and their brethren, able men 
for strength for the service, were threescore 
and two of Obed-edom. And Meshelemiah 
had sons and brethren, strong men, eighteen. 
Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, had 
sons I Simri the chief, (for though he was not 
the firstborn, yet his father made him the 
chief;) Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the 
third, Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and 
brethren of Hosah were thirteen. 

Among these were the divisions of the 
porters, even among the chief men, having 
wards one against another, to minister in the 
house of the Lord. And they cast lots, as 
well the small as the great, according to the 
house of their fathers, for every gate. And 
the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah. Then for 
Zechariah his son, a wise counseller, they 
cast lots; and his lot came out northward. 
To Obed-edom southward; and to his sons 
the house of Asuppim. To Shuppim and 
Hosah the lot came forth westward, witih the 
gate Shallecheth, by the causeway of the 
going up, ward against ward. Eastward were 
six Levites, northward four a day, southward 
four a day, and toward Asuppim two and 
two. At Parbar westward, four at the cause- 
way, and two at Parbar. These are the divi- 
sions of the porters among the sons of Kore, 
and among the sons of Merari. 

Stewards of the Sacred Treasures 

And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the 
treasures of the house of God, and over the 
treasures of the dedicated things. As con- 
cerning the sons of Laadan; the sons of the 
Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, even of 
Laadan the Gershonite, were Jehieli. The 
sons of Jehieli; Zetharn, and Joel his brother, 
which were over the treasures of the house 
of the Lord. Of the Amramites, and the 
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Izharites. the Hebronites. and the Uzzielites : 
and Shebuel the son of Gershom. the son of 
Mosesj was ruler of the treasures. And his 
brethren by Eiiezer; Rehabiah his son. and 
Jeshaiah his son. and Joram his son. and 
Zichri his son. and Shelomith his son. Which 
Shelomith and his brethren were over all 
the treasures of the dedicated things, which 
David the king, and the chief fathers, the 
captains over thousands and hundreds, and 
the captains of the host, had dedicated. Out 
of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate 
to maintain the house of the Lord. And all 
that Samuel the seer, and Saul the son of 
Kish, and Abner the son of Ner. and Joab 
the son of Zeruiah. had dedicated j and who- 
soever had dedicated any thing, it was under 
the hand of Shelomith. and of liis brethren. 

Of the Izharites. Chenaniah and his sons 
were for the outward business over Israel, 
for officers and judges. And of the Hebron- 
ites. Hashabiah and his brethren, men of 
valour, a thousand and seven hundred, were 
officers among them of Israel on this side 
Jordan westward in all the business of the 
Lord, and in the service of the king. Among 
the Hebronites was Jerijah the chief, even 
among the Hebronites. according to the 
generations of his fathers. In the fortieth year 
of the reign of David they were sought for. 
and there were fotmd among them mighty 
men of valour at Jazer of Gilead. And his 
brethren, men of valour, were two thousand 
and seven hundred chief fathers, whom king 
David made rulers over the Reubenites. the 
Gadites. and the half tribe of Manasseh. for 
every matter pertaining to God. and affiairs 
of the king. 

Captains of the Army 

Now the children of Israel after their 
number, to wit. the chief fathers and captains 
of thousands and hundreds, and their officers 
that served the king in any matter of the 
courses, which came in and went out month 
by month throughout all the months of the 
year, of every course were twenty and four 
thousand. Over the first course for the first 
month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel: 
and in his course were twenty and four thou- 
sand. Of the children of Perez was the chief 
of all the captains of the host for the first 
month. And over the course of the second 
month was Dodai an Ahohite. and of his 
course was Mikloth also the ruler: in his 


course likewise were twenty and four thou- 
sand. The third captain of the host for the 
third month was Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada. a chief priest: and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. This is that 
Benaiah. who was mighty among the thirty, 
and above the thirty: and in his course was 
Ammizabad his son. The fourth captain for 
the fourth month was Asahel the brother of 
Joab. and Zebadiah his son after him: and 
in his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The fifth captain for the fifth month was 
Shamhuth the Izrahite: and in his course 
were twenty and four thousand. The sixth 
captain for the sixth month was Ira the son 
of Ikkesh the Tekoite : and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. The seventh 
captain for the seventh month was Helez the 
Pelonite. of the children of Ephraim : and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The eighth captain for the eighth month was 
Sibbecai the Hushathite. of the Zarhites : 
and in his course were twenty and four thou- 
sand. The ninth captain for the ninth month 
was Abiezer the Anetothite. of the Benja- 
mites: and in his course were twenty and 
four thousand. The tenth captain for the 
tenth month was Maharai tlie Netophatliite. 
of the Zarhites : and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. The eleventh captain for 
the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pira- 
thonite. of the cliildren of Ephraim: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The twelfth captain for the twelfth month 
was Heldai the Netophathite. of Othniel: 
and in his course were twenty and four 
thousand. 

Furdiermore over the tribes of Israel: tlie 
ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the son 
of Zichri : of the Simeonites. Shephatiah the 
son of Maachah: of the Levites. Hashabiah 
the son of Kemuel ; of the Aaronites. Zadok : 
of Judah. Elihu. one of the brethren of 
David : of Issachar. Omri the son of Michael : 
of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah: of 
Naphtali. Jerimoth the son of Azriel: of the 
children of Ephraim. Hoshea the son of 
Azaziah: of the half tribe of Manasseh. Joel 
the son of Pedaiah: of the half tribe of 
Manasseh in Gilead. Iddo the son of Zecha- 
riah: of Benjamin. Jaasiel the son of Abner: 
of Dan. Azareel the son of Jeroham. These 
were the princes of the tribes of Israel. But 
David took not the number of tliem from 
twenty years old and under: because the 
Lord had said he would increase Israel like 


to the stars of the heavens. Joab the son of 
Zeruiah began to number, but he finished 
not, because there fell wrath for it against 
Israel; neither was the number put in tlie 
account of the chronicles of king David. 

Royal Officials 

And over the king’s treasures was Azma- 
veth the son of Adiel: and over the store- 
houses in the fields, in the cities, and in the 
villages, and in the castles, was Jehonathan 
the son of Uzziah: and over them that did 
the work of the field for tillage of the ground 
was Ezri the son of Chelub: and over the 
vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite: over 
the increase of the vineyards for the wine 
cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite: and over 
the olive trees and the sycomore trees that 
were in the low plains was Baal-hanan the 
Gederite: and over the cellars of oil was 
Joash: and over the herds that fed in Sharon 
was Shitrai the Sharonite : and over the herds 
that were in the valleys was Shaphat the son 
of Adlai: over the camels also was Obil the 
Ishmaelite: and over the asses was Jehdeiah 
the Meronothite: and over the flocks was 
Jaziz the Hagerite. All these were the^rulers 
of the substance which was king David’s. 

Also Jonathan David’s uncle was a coun- 
seller;^ a wise man, and a scribe: and Jehiel 
the son of Hachmoni was with the king’s 
sons: and Ahithophel was the king’s coun- 
seller ; and Hushai the Archite was the king’s 
companion: and after Ahithophel was Jehoi- 
ada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar: and 
the general of the king’s army was Joab. 

An Address to the Leaders 

And David assembled all the princes of 
Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the 
captains of the companies that ministered to 
the king by course, and the captains over the 
thousands, and captains over the hundreds, 
and the stewards over all the substance and 
possession of the king, and of his sons, with 
the officers, and with the mighty men, and 
with all the valiant men, imto Jerusalem. 
Then David the king stood up upon his feet, 
and said, Hear me, my bretliren, and my 
pepple: As for me, I had in mine heart to 
build an house of rest for the ark of the cove- 
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nant of the Lord, and for the footstool of \ 
our God, and had made ready for the build- | 

ing: but God said unto me. Thou shalt not j 

build an house for my name, because thou I 

hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood. 

Howbeit the Lord God of Israel chose me 
before all the house of my father to be king 
over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen 
Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of 
Judah, the house of my father; and among 
the sons of my father he liked me to make 
me king over all Israel: and of all my sons, 

(for the Lord hath given me many sons,) 
he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon 
the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over 
Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy 
son, he shall build my house and my courts: 
for I have chosen him to be my son, and I 
will be his father. Moreover I will establish 
his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do 
my commandments and my judgments, as at 
this day. Now therefore in the sight of all 
Israel the congregation of the Lord, and in 
the audience of our God, keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the Lord your 
God: that ye may possess this good land, 
and leave it for an inheritance for your chil- 
dren after you for ever. 

Plans Handed to Solom 

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy father, and serve him with 
a perfect heart and with a willing mind : for 
the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever. Take heed now; for the Lord hath 
chosen thee to build an house for the sanc- 
tuary: be strong, and do it. 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the 
pattern^ of the porch, and of the houses 
thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of 
the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner 
parlours thereof, and of the place of the 
mercy seat, and the pattern of all that he had 
by the spirit, of the courts of the house of 
the Lord, and of all the chambers round I 
about, of the treasuries of the house of God, | 
and of the treasuries of the dedicated things : | 

also for the courses of the priests and the 
Levites, and for all the work of the service 


I What we would describe as the architect’s drawings, In ascribing these detaUs 
was doubtless expressing the feeling Of his time, that, so far as worship was concerned, David was a better 
guide than Solomon. 
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of tlie house of the Lord, and for all the 
vessels of service in the house of the Lord* 
He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, 
for all instruments of all manner of service 5 
silver also for all instruments of silver by 
weight, for all instruments of every kind of 
service : even the weight for the candlesticks 
of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight 
for every candlestick, and for the lamps 
thereof : and for the candlesticks of silver by 
weight, both for the candlestick, and also 
for the lamps thereof, according to the use 
of every candlestick. And by weight he gave 
gold for the tables of shewbread, for every 
table; and likewise silver for the tables of 
silver: also pure gold for the heshhooks, and 
the bowls, and the cups : and for the golden 
basons he gave gold by weight for every 
basons and likewise silver by weight for 
every bason of silver: and for the altar of 
incense refined gold by weight; and gold for 
the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, 
that spread out their wings, and covered the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. All this, 
said David, the Lord made me understand 
in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern. 

And David said to Solomon his son. Be 
strong and of good courage, and do it: fear 
not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, 
even my God, will be with thee; he will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee, until tliou hast 
finished all the work for tiie service of the 
house of the Lord . And, behold, the courses 
of the priests and the Levites, even they shah 
be with thee for all the service of the house 
of God : and there shall be with thee for aU 
manner of workmanship every willing skilful 
man, for any manner of service: also the 
princes and all the people will be wholly at 
thy commandment. 

The Response of the People 

Furthermore David the king said unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my son, whom 
alone God hath chosen, is yet young and 
tender, and the work is great : for the palace 
is not for man, but for the Lord God. Now 
I have prepared with all my might for the 
house of my God the gold for things to be 
made of gold, and the silver for things of 
silver, and the brass for things of brass, the 
iron for things of iron, and wood for things 
of wood; onyx: stones, and stones to be set, 
glistering stones, and of divers colours, and 
all manner of precious stones, and marble 


stones in abundance. Moreover, because I 
have set my affection to the house of my 
God, I have of mine own proper good, of 
gold and silver, which I have given to the 
house of my God, over and above all that I 
have prepared for the holy house, even three 
thousand talents of gold, of the gold of 
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined 
silver, to overlay the walls of the houses 
withal: the gold for things of gold, and the 
silver for things of silver, and for aU manner 
of work to be made by the hands of artificers. 
And who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord ? 

Then the ctdef of the fathers and princes 
of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of 
thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers 
of the king’s work, offered willingly, and 
gave for the service of the house of God of 
gold five thousand talents and ten thousand 
drams, and ot silver ten tliousand talents, 
and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and 
one hxmdred thousand talents of iron. And 
they with whom precious stones were found 
gave them to the treasure of the house of the 
Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 
Then the people rejoiced, for that they of- 
fered willingly, because with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the Lord : and David 
the king also rejoiced with great joy. 

Davi(Ts Prayer 

Wherefore David blessed the Lord before 
aU the congregation rand David said. Blessed 
be thou, Lord God of Israel our father, for 
ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in 
the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine 
is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art ex- 
alted as head above all. Both riches and 
honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
aU; and in thine hand is power and might; 
and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all* Now therefore, our 
God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious 
name. But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort? for aU things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee. For 
we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, 
as were all our fathers : our days on the earth 
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding, 
O Lord our God, all this store that we have 
prepared to build thee an house for thine 
holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all 
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BUILDING A HOUSE FOR GOD AND EXPECTING HIM 
TO LIVE IN AND BLESS A WORLD LIKE THIS 


IVe open the hook and catch sight of men eagerly building a temple. We see it finished^ 
shining like a jewel in the sun^ a house of glory for the glorious God. Our hearts enter 
into the joy of its dedication^ and then^from the threshold of the dwelling-place of the 
Most Hig\ we turn to look on the world in which it stands. Over nearly four centuries 
we watch the changing scene. We are permitted to see how men^ who have the gracious 
and bountiful God in their midst ^ who have received the most wonderful gif ts from His 
hands and sworn to Him the most loyal devotion:^ dishonour His name before the very 
door of His house. 

But are the things we see to be found only in this book^ oris the picture a cross-section 
of civilization^ making plain the character of human life in every era? Does not every 
cathedralycvery church and chapel bear the very name that Solomon gave to his temple^ 
and link us for ever with the same living God? And if the history of our times were 
written from the same standpoint^ would it not reveal the same regrettable features? 


THE TEMPLE BUILDER 


2 Chronicles 1 , x~i7 


^ND Solomon the son of David was 
strengthened in his kingdom^ and 
the Lord his God was with him, and 
-A. magnified him exceedingly. Then 
Solomon spake unto all Israel, to the captains 
of thousands and of hundreds, and to the 
judges, and to every governor in all Israel, 
the chief of the fathers , So Solomon, and all 
the congregation with him, went to ^e high 
place that was at Gibeon; for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of God, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord had made 
in the wilderness. But the ark of God had 
David brought up from Kirjath-jearim to 
the place which David had prepared for it: 
for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. 


Thou hast shewed great mercy unto David 
my father, and hast made me to reign in his 
stead. Now, O Lord God, let thy promise 
unto David my father be established: for 
thou hast made me king over a people like 
the dust of the earth in multitude. Give me 
now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go 
out and come in before this people: for who 
can judge this thy people, that is so great? 
And God said to Solomon, Because this was 
in thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, 
wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine 
enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; 
but hast asked wisdom and Imowledge for 
thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, 
over whom I have made thee king: wisdom 


which he placed in the chariot cities^ and 
with the king at Jerusalem. And the king 
made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plen- 
teous as stones, and cedar trees made he 
as the sycomore trees that are in the vale 
for abundance. And Solomon had horses 
brought out of Egypt, and linen yarns the 
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king’s merchants received the linen yarn at * 

a price. And they fetched up, and brought I 

forth out of Egypt a chariot for six hundred ^ 

shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred J 

and fifty: and so brought they out horses for I 

all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings I 

of Syria, by their means. 


2 Chronicles 2 ^ i — 9 , 31 


The outstanding difference between Solomon^ s Temple and Christian churches is that 
only priests and kings were allowed to enter the building. In those days the altar^ used 
solely for the sacrificial offerings^ stood before the entrance and the people worshipped 
in the court which surrounded the Sacred Dwelling, The inner chamber of the Temple^ 
the Holy of Holies^ was small and dark^ the secret place of the Most High^ and only 
the High Priest on the Day of Atonement was allowed to enter it. Here rested the Ark, 
the symbol of the Divine Presence, and, inside the Aidt, the seal of the Divine Covenant. 
But there was no statue or sacred image of the Deity, such as was to be found in pagci'U 
temples. There was nothing to be seen, yet that nothing was everything. 


AND Solomon determined to build an 
house for the name of the Lord, and an 
house for his kingdom. And Solomon told 
out threescore and ten thousand men to bear 
burdens, and fourscore thousand to hew m 
the mountain, and three thousand and six 
hundred to oversee them. 

The Workmen and the Material 

And Solomon sent to Huram the king of 
Tyre, saying. As thou didst deal with 
David my fatlier, and didst send him cedars 
to btdld him an house to dwell therein, even 
so deal with me. Behold, I build an house to 
the name of the Lord my God, to dedicate 
it to him, and to burn before him sweet 
incense, and for the continual shewbread, 
and for the burnt offerings morning and 
evening^ on the sabbaths, and on the new 
moons, and on the solemn feasts of the Lord 
our God. This is an ordinance for ever to 
Israel, And the house which I build is great : 
for great is our God above all gods* But who 
is able to build him an house, seeing the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 

[ tain him? who am I then, that I should build 

I him an house, save only to burn sacrifice be- 

f fore him? Send me now therefore a man 

cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and 
I in brass, and in iron, and in purple, and 

? crimson, and blue, and that can skill to grave 

^ with the cunning men that are with me in 


Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my 
father did provide. Send me also cedar trees, 
fir trees, and algum trees, out of Lebanon: 
for I know that thy servants can skill to cut 
timber in Lebanon^ and, behold, my servants 
shall be with thy servants, even to prepare 
me timber in abundance: for the house which 
l am about to build shall be wonderful great. 
And, behold, I will give to thy servants, the 
hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand 
measures of beaten wheat, and twenty thou- 
sand measures of barley, and twenty thousand 
baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths 
of oil. 

Then Huram the king of Tyre answered 
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, Be- 
cause the Lord hath loved his people, he 
hath made thee king over them. Huram said 
moreover. Blessed be the Lord God of Is- 
rael, that made heaven and earth, who hath 
given to David the king a wise son, endued 
with prudence and imderstanding, that might 
build an house for the Lord, and an house 
for his kingdom. And now I have sent a 
cunning man, endued with understanding, 
of Hxiram my father’s, the son of a woman 
of the daughters of Dan, and his father was 
a man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold, and 
in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in 
timber^ in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, 
and in crimson s also to grave any manner of 
graving, and to find out every device which 
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men. 
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and with the ciinmng men of my lord David 
thy father. Now therefore the wheats and the 
barley^ the oil^ and the wine^ which my lord 
hath spoken of, let him send -unto his serv- 
ants : and we will cut wood out of Lebanon^ 
as much as thou shalt need: and we will bring 
it to thee in dotes by sea to Joppa^ and thou 
shalt carry it up to Jerusalem. 

And Solomon numbered all the strangers 
that were in the land of Israel, after the 
numbering wherewith David his father had 
numbered them; and they were foimd an 
hundred and fifty thousand and three thou- 
sand and six himdred. And he set threescore 
and ten thousand of them to be bearers of 
burdens, and fourscore thousand to be hewers 
in the mountain, and three thousand and six 
hundred overseers to set the people a work. 

The Work Begun 

Then Solomon began to build the house 
of the Lord at Jerusalem in moimt Moriah, 
where the Lord appeared unto David his 
father, in the place that David had prepared 
in the threshingfloor of Oman the Jebusite. 
And he began to build in the second day of 
the second month, in the fourth year of his 
reign. 

Now these are the things wherein Solomon 
was instructed for the building of the house 
of God. The length by cubits after the first 
measure was threescore cubits, and the 
breadth twenty cubits. And the porch that 
was in the front of the house, the length of 
it was according to the breadth of the house, 
twenty cubits, and the height was an hun- 
dred and twenty; and he overlaid it within 
with pure gold. And the greater house he 
cieled with fir tree, which he overlaid with 
fine gold, and set thereon palm trees and 
chains. And he garnished the house with 
precious stones for beauty: and the gold was 
ffold of Parvaim. He overlaid also the house* 


talents. And the weight of the nails was fifty 
shekels of gold. And he overlaid the upper 
chambers with gold. 

And in the most holy house he made two 
chembims of image work, and overlaid them 
with gold. And the wings of the chembims 
were twenty cubits long: one wing of the 
one cherub was five cubits, reaching to the 
wall of the house; and the other wing was 
likewise five cubits, reaching to the wing of 
the other chemb. And one wing of the other 
cherub was five cubits, reaching to the wall 
of the house: and the other wing was five 
cubits also, joining to the wing of the other 
cherub. The wings of these cherubims 
spread themselves forth twenty cubits: and 
they stood on their feet, and their faces were 
inward. And he made the vail of blue, and 
purple, and crimson, and fine linen, and 
wrought cherubims thereon. 

At the Threshold 

Also he made before the house two pillars 
of thirty and five cubits high, and the chapiter 
that was on the top of each of them was five 
cubits. And he made chains, as in the oracle, 
and put them on the heads of the pillars; 
and made an hundred pomegranates, and 
put them on the chains. And he reared up 
the pillars before the temple, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left; and called the 
name of that on the right hand Jachin, and 
the name of that on the left Boaz.* 

Moreover he made an altar of brass, twenty 
cubits the length thereof, and twenty cubits 
the breadth thereof, and ten cubits the height 
thereof. 

Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits 
from brim to brim, round in compass, and 
five cubits the height thereof; and a line of 
thirty cubits did compass it round about. 
And under it was the similitude of oxen, 
which did compass it round about: ten in a 





and judge thy servants, by requiting the 
wicked, by recompensing his way upon his 
own headi and by justifying the righteous, 
by giving him according to his righteousness. 

And if thy people Israel be put to the 
worse before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against thee; and shall return and 
confess thy name, and pray and make suppli- 
cation before thee in this house; then hear 
thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin 
of thy people Israel, and bring them again 
imto the land which thou gavest to them and 
to their fathers. 

When the heaven is shut up, and there is 
no rain, because they have sinned against 
thee ; yet if they pray toward this place, and 
confess thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou dost aflfiict them ; then hear thou 
from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy serv- 
ants, and of thy people Israel, when thou 
hast taught them the good way, wherein they 
should walk; and send rain upon thy land, 
which thou hast given unto thy people for 
an inheritance. 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be 
pestilence, if there be blasting, or mildew, 
locusts, or caterpillers; if their enemies be- 


siege them in the cities of their land; what- 
soever sore or whatsoever sickness there be: 
then what prayer or what supplication soever 
shall be made of any man, or of all thy people 
Israel, when every one shall know his own 
sore and his own grief, and shall spread forth 
his hands in this house : then hear thou from 
heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
render unto every man according unto ail his 
ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou 
only knowest the hearts of the children of 
men:) that they may fear thee, to walk in thy 
ways, so long as they live in the land which 
thou gavest unto our fathers. 

Moreover concerning the stranger, which 
is not of thy people Israel, but is come from 
a far country for thy great name's sake, and 
thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm; 
if they come and pray in this house; then 
hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling place, and do according to all that 
the stranger calleth to thee for; that all people 
of the earth may know thy name, and fear 
thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may 
know that this house which I have built is 
called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war against their 


THERE IS A HOUSE OF THE LORD IN EVERY VALLEY OF WALES 


For size and grandeur they will not hear comparison with the pile of buildings which 
Solomon raised^ but in these plain and simple places of worships dotted all over the 
Principality i there is a revelation of greater glory than that which filled Israels Temple. 
And this applies to every church and chapel in Christendom. 
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enemies by the way that thou shalt send 
themj and they pray unto thee toward this 
city which thou hast chosen^ and the house 
which I have built for thy name 5 then hear 
thou from the heavens their prayer and their 
supplication:, and maintain their cause. 

If they sin against thee^ (for there is no 
man which sinneth not,) and thou be angry 
with them, and deliver them over before 
their enemies, and they carry them away 
captives unto a land far off or near; yet if 
they bethink themselves in the land whither 
they are carried captive, and turn and pray 
unto thee in the land of their captivity, say- 
ing, We have sinned, we have done amiss, 
and have dealt wickedly; if they return to 
thee with all their heart and with all their 
soul in the land of their captivity, whither 
they have carried them captives, and pray 
toward their land, which thou gavest unto 
their fathers, and toward the city which thou 
hast chosen, and toward the house which 
I have built for thy name: then hear thou 
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 
place, their prayer and their supplications, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people which have sinned against thee. 

Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine 
eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into thy 
resting place, thou, and the ark of thy 
strength: let thy priests, O Lord God, be 
clothed with salvation, and let thy saints 
rejoice in goodness. O Lord God, turn not 
away the face of thine anointed: remember 
the mercies of David thy servant. 

Now when Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven, 
and consumed the burnt offering and the 
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled 
the house. And the priests could not enter 
into the house of the Lord, because the 
glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house. 
And when all the children of Israel saw how 
the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord 
upon the house, they bowed themselves with 
their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, say- 
ing, For he is good; for his mercy endureth 
for ever* 

T/ie Sacrificial Offering 

Then the king and all the people offered 
sacrifices before the Lord* And king Solo- 


mon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two 
thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep: so the king and all the 
people dedicated the house of God. And the 
priests waited on their ojOSces: the Levites 
also with instruments of musick of the Lord, 
which David the king had made to praise the 
Lord, because his mercy endureth for ever, 
when David praised by their ministry; and 
the priests sounded trumpets before them, 
and ail Israel stood. Moreover Solomon 
hallowed the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the Lord: for there he 
offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the 
peace offerings, because the brasen altar 
which Solomon had made was not able to 
receive the burnt offerings, and the meat 
offerings, and the fat. 

Dedication of the Altar 

Also at the same time Solomon kept the 
feast seven days, and all Israel with him, 
a very great congregation, from the entering 
in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, And 
in the eighth day they made a solemn assem- 
bly: for they kept the dedication of the altar 
seven days, and the feast seven days. And on 
the three and twentieth day of the seventh 
month he sent the people away into their 
tents, glad and merry in heart for the good- 
ness that the Lord had shewed unto David, 
and to Solomon, and to Israel his people. 

The Promise of God 

Thus Solomon finished the house of the 
Lord, and the king’s house: and all that 
came into Solomon’s heart to make in the 
house of the Lord, and in his own house, 
he prosperously effected. And the Lord 
appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto 
him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen 
this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 
If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, 
or if I command the locusts to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence among my people ; 
if my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will for- 
give their sin, and will heal their land. Now 
mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
For now have I chosen and sanctified tliis 
house, that my name may be there for ever: 
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the fame of Solomon^ she came to prove 
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem^ 
with a very great company^ and camels that 
bare spices^ and gold in abundances and 
precious stones : and when she was come to 
Solomons she communed with him of all that 
was in her heart. And Solomon told her all 
her questions: and there Vv^as nothing hid 
from Solomon which he told her not. And 
when the queen of Sheba had seen the wis- 
dom of Solomon, and the house that he had 
built, and the meat of his table, and the sit- 
ting of his servants, and the attendance of his 
ministers, and their apparel; his cupbearers 
also, and their apparel; and his ascent by 
which he went up into the house of the Lord ; 
there was no more spirit in her. And she 
said to the king, It was a true report which I 
heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of 
thy wisdom: howbeit I believed not their 
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen 
it : and, behold, the one half of the greatness 
of thy wisdom was not told me: for thou 
exceedest the fame that I heard. Happy are 
thy men, and happy are these thy servants, 
which stand continually before thee, and hear 
thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, 
which delighted in thee to set thee on his 
throne, to be king for the Lord thy God: 
because thy God loved Israel, to establish 
them for ever, therefore made he thee king 
over them, to do judgment and justice. 

And she gave the king an hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and of spices great 
abundance, and precious stones: neither was 
there any such spice as the queen of Sheba 
gave king Solomon. And the servants also 
of Huram, and the servants of Solomon, 
which brought gold from Opliir, brought 
algtun trees and precious stones. And the 
king made of the algum trees terraces to the 
house of the Lord, and to the king’s palace, 
and harps and psalteries for singers : and 
there were none such seen before in the land 
of Judah. And king Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever 
she asked, beside that which she had brought 
unto the king. So she turned, and went away 
to her own land, she and her servants. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solo- 
mon in one year was six hundred and three- 
score and six talents of gold; beside that 
which chapmen and merchants brought. 
And all the kings of Arabia and governors 
of the country brought gold and silver to 
Solomon. 


Riches and Wisdom 

And king Solomon made two hundred 
targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels 
of beaten gold went to one target. And three 
hundred shields made he of beaten gold: 
three hundred shekels of gold went to one 
shield. And the king put them in the house 
of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king 
made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid 
it with pure gold. And there were six steps 
to the throne, with a footstool of gold, which 
v/ere fastened to the throne, and stays on 
each side of the sitting place, and two Hons 
standing by the stays : and twelve lions stood 
there on the one side and on the other upon 
the six steps. There was not the like made 
in any kingdom. And all the drinking vessels 
of king Solomon were of gold, and all the 
vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold : none were of silver; it was 
not any thing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon. For the king’s ships went to Tar- 
shish with the servants of Huram: every 
three years once came the ships of Tarshish 
bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, 
and peacocks. 

And king Solomon passed all the kings of 
the earth in riches and wisdom. And all the 
kings of the earth sought the presence of 
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, that God had 
put in his heart. And they brought every 
man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and raiment, harnses, and spices, 
horses, and mules, a rate year by year. And 
Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses 
and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen; 
whom he bestowed in the chariot cities, and 
with the king at Jerusalem. And he reigned 
over all the kings from the river even unto 
the land of the Philistines, and to the border 
of Egypt. And the king made silver in Jeru- 
salem as stones, and cedar trees made he as 
the sycomore trees that are in the low plains 
in abundance. And they brought unto Solo- 
mon horses out of Egypt, and out of all lands. 

Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first 
and last, are they not written in the book 
of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy 
of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of 
Iddo the seer against Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat? And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem 
over all Israel forty years. And Solomon 
slept with his fathers, and he was buried in 
the city of David his father: and Rehoboam 
his son reigned in his stead 
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O Israel: and now, David, see to thine own 
house. So all Israel went to their tents. But 
as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the 
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over 
them. Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram 
that was over the tribute ; and the children of 
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. 
But king Rehoboam made speed to get him 
up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. And 
Israel rebelled against the house of David 
imto this day. 

The War Spirit 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jeru- 
salem, he gathered of the house of Judah 
and Benjamin an himdred and fourscore 
thousand chosen men, which were warriors, 
to fight against Israel, that he might bring 
the kingdom again to Rehoboam. But the 
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man 
of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 
Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight 
against your brethren: return every man to 
his house: for this thing is done of me. And 
they obeyed the words of the Lord, and 
returned from going against Jeroboam. 

And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
built cities for defence in Judah. He built 
even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and 
Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, and 
Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph, and Ado- 
raim, and Lachish, and Azekah, and Zorah, 
and Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah 
and in Benjamin fenced cities. And he forti- 
fied the strong holds, and put captains in 
them, and store of victual, and of oil and 
wine. And in every several city he put shields 
and spears, and made them exceeding strong, 
having Judah and Benjamm on his side. 

And the priests and the Levites that were 
in all Israel resorted to him out of all their 
coasts. For the Levites left their suburbs 
and their possession, and came to Judah and 
Jerusaleni: for Jeroboam and his sons had 
cast them off from executing the priest’s 
of&ce unto the Lord : and he ordained him 
priests for the high places, and for the devils, 
and for the calves which lie had made. And 
after them out of all the tribes of Israel such 
as set their hearts to seek tlie Lord God of 
Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto 
the Lord God of their fathers. So they 
strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 


made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, 
three years: for three years they walked in 
the way of David and Solomon. 

And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the 
daughter of Jerimoth the son of David to 
wife, and Abihail the daughter of Eliab the 
son of Jesse ; which bare him children i J eush, 
and Shamariah, and Zaham. And after her 
he took Maachah the daughter of Absalom; 
which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, 
and Shelomith. And Rehoboam loved Maa- 
chah the daughter of Absalom above all his 
wives and his concubines: (for he took 
eighteen wives, and threescore concubines; 
and begat twenty and eight sons, and three- 
score daughters.) And Rehoboam made Abi- 
jah the son of Maachah the chief, to be ruler 
among his brethren: for he thought to make 
him king. And he dealt wisely, and dispersed 
of all his children throughout all the comi- 
tries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every 
fenced city: and he gave them victual in 
abundance. And he desired many wives. 

And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had 
established the kingdom, and had strength- 
ened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, 
and all Israel with him. And it came to pass, 
that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jeru- 
salem, because they had transgressed against 
the Lord, with twelve hundred chariots, 
and threescore thousand horsemen: and the 
people were without number that came with 
him out of Egypt; the Lubims, the Sukkiims, 
and tlie Ethiopians. And he took die fenced 
cities which pertained to Judah, and came to 
Jerusalem. 

The Word of the Lord 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Reho- 
boam, and to the princes of Judah, that were 
gathered together to Jerusalem because of 
Shishak, and said unto them. Thus saith tlie 
Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore 
have I also left you in the hand of Shishak. 
Whereupon the princes of Israel and the 
king humbled themselves; and they said, 
The Lord is righteous. And when the Lord 
saw that they humbled themselves, the word 
of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They 
have humbled themselves; therefore I will 
not destroy them, but I will grant them some 
deliverance; and my wrath shall not be 
poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of 
Shishak, Nevertheless they shall be his serv- 
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of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon 
the Lord God of their fathers. And Abijah 
pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities from 
liim, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Je- 
shanah with the towns thereof, and Ephrain 
with the towns thereof. Neither did Jer- 
oboam recover strength again in the days 


of Abijah: and the Lord struck him, and he 
died. But Abijah waxed mighty, and married 
fourteen wives, and begat twenty and two 
sons, and sixteen daughters. And the rest 
of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, and his 
sayings, are written in the story of the pro- 
phet Iddo, 


INTRIGUE AND INJUSTICE 


2 Chronicles 14, i — 20, 37 


During the sixty years or so^ covered by the following chapters^ the strife between Judah 
and Israel has lost some of its bitterness^ but deep-rooted suspicions remain. The land 
is quie t:, and it looks as if men are becoming more conscious of God and His presence 
among them. But beneath the surface of these more peaceful and prosperous years other 
influences are at work threatening this divine relationship. The Chronicler at this 
stage of his record:, and later in his book:, introduces:, as the Lord's revealing servant^ 
a prophet or seer who brings these hidden dangers into the light. Here it is intrigue^ 
secret and unworthy alliances^ that show a lack of confidence in God:, cind dishonour His 
Name. Apparently this spirit of intrigue:, bribery:, and corruption was endangering the 
social as well as the political life of the people^ for special judges and strict legislation 
were required to deal with it. 


SO Abijah slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city of David: and Asa 
his son reigned in his stead. In his days the 
land was quiet ten years. And Asa did that 
which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord his God: for he took away the altars 
of the strange gods, and the high places, arid 
brake down the images, and cut down the 
groves : and commanded Judah to seek the 
Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law 
and the commandment. Also he took away 
out of all the cities of Judah the high places 
and the images: and the kingdom was quiet 
before loim. And he built fenced cities in 
Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no 
war in those years; because the Lord had 
given him rest. Therefore he said unto Ju- 
dah, Let us build these cities, and make 
about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, 
while the land is yet before us; because we 
have sought the Lord our God, we have 
sought him, and he hath given us rest on 
every side. So they built and prospered. 
And Asa had an army of men that bare tar- 
gets and spears, out of Judah three hundred 
thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare 
shields and drew bows, two hundred and 
fourscore thousand: all these were mighty 


thousand, and three hundred chariots; and 
came unto Mareshah. Then Asa went out 
against him, and they set the battle in array 
in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And 
Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, 
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no power : 
help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on 
thee, and in thy name we go against this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let 
not man prevail against thee. So the Lord 
smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and be- 
fore Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. And 
Asa and the people that were with him pur- 
sued them unto Gerar : and the Ethiopians 
were overthrown, that they could not recover 
themselves; for they were destroyed before 
the Lord, and before his host; and they 
carried away very much spoil. And they 
smote all the cities round about Gerar; for 
the fear of the Lord came upon them: and 
they spoiled all the cities; for there was ex- 
ceeding much spoil in them. They smote 
also the tents of cattle, and carried away 
sheep and camels in abundance, and returned 
to Jerusalem. 

The Spirit of God 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah 
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in Ms feet^ until his disease was exceeding 
great: yet in Ms disease he sought not to the 
L0RD5 but to the physicians. And Asa slept 
with Ms fathers^ and died in the one and 
fortieth year of Ms reign. And they buried 
Mm in his own sepulchres,, wMch he had 
made for himself in the city of Davids and 
laid him in the bed wMch was filled with 
sweet odours and divers kinds of spices pre- 
pared by the apothecaries’ art: and they 
made a very great burning for Mm, 

A. Teaching Mission 

And Jehoshaphat Ms son reigned in Ms 
stead/ and strengthened himself against Is- 
rael. And he placed forces m all the fenced 
cities of Judah„ and set garrisons in the land 
of JudaM and in the cities of Ephraim, wMch 
Asa Ms fatiier had taken. And the Lord was 
with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the 
first ways of Ms father David, and sought not 
unto Baalim; but sought to the Lord God 
of Ms father, and walked in Ms command- 
ments, and not after the doings of Israel. 
Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom 
in Ms hand; and all Judah brought to Je- 
hoshaphat presents; and he had riches and 
honour in abundance. And his heart was 
lifted up in the ways of the Lord : moreover 
he took away the Mgh places and groves out 
of Judah. 

Also in the tMrd year of Ms reign he sent 
to Ms princes, even to Ben-hail, and to Oba- 
diah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, 
and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of 
Judah. And with them he sent Levites, even 
Shemaiah, and Nethamah, and Zebadiah, 
and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehona- 
than, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob- 
adonijah, Levites; and with them Elishama 
and Jehoram, priests. And they taught in 


mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem. 
And these are the numbers of them accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers: Of Judah, 
the captains of thousands; Adnah the chief, 
and with him mighty men of valour three 
hundred thousand. And next to him was 
Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand. And next him 
was Amasiah the son of Zicbri, who willingly 
offered himself unto the Lord; and with him 
two hundred thousand mighty men of va- 
lour. And of Benjamin ; Eliada a mighty man 
of valour, and with Mm armed men with 
bow and sMeld two hundred thousand. And 
next him was Jehozabad, and witli Mm an 
hundred and fourscore thousand ready pre- 
pared for the war. These waited on the king, 
beside those whom the king put m the fenced 
cities throughout all Judah. 

The Prophet of the Lord 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour 
in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 
And after certam years he went down to 
Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep 
and oxen for him in abundance, and for the 
people that he had with him, and persuaded 
him to go up with Mm to Ramoth-gilead. 
And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me 
to Ramoth-gilead? And he answered Mm, 
I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people; and we wifi be with thee in the war. 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Is- 
rael, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the 
Lord to day. Therefore the king of Israel 
gathered together of prophets four hxmdred 
men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? 
And they said. Go up; for God will deliver 
it into the king’s hand. But Jehoshaphat 
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And he set judges in the land throughout 
all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, 
and said to the judges. Take heed what ye 
do: for ye judge not for man, but for the 
Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 
Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be 
upon you; take heed and do it: for there is 
no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 
respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 

Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat 
set of the Levites, and of tlie priests, and of 
the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the 
judgment of the Lord, and for controversies, 
when they returned to Jerusalem. And he 
charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in 
the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a 
perfect heart. And what cause soever shall 
come to you of your brethren that dwell in 
their cities, between blood and blood, be- 
tween law and commandment, statutes and 
judgments, ye shall even warn them that they 
trespass not against the Lord, and so wrath 
come upon you, and upon your brethren: 
this do, and ye shall not trespass. And, be- 
hold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in 
all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the 
son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of 
Judah, for all king’s matters: also the 
Levites shall be officers before you. Deal 
courageously, and the Lord shall be with 
the good. 

The Voice of Prayer 

It came to pass after this also, that the 
children of Moab, and the children of Am- 
mon, and with them other beside the Am- 
monites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
Then there came some that told Jehosha- 
phat, saying, There cometh a great multitude 
against thee from beyond the sea on this side 
Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazon- 
tamar, which is En-gedi, And Jehoshaphat 
feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and 
proclaimed a fast throughout aH Judah. And 
Judah gathered themselves together, to ask 


Tehoshanhat 



God, who didst drive out the inhabitants 
of this land before thy people Israel, and 
gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever? And they dwelt therein, and have 
built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, 
saying. If, when evil cometh upon us, as the 
sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, 
we stand before this house, and in thy pre- 
sence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry 
unto thee in our aifiiction, then thou wilt 
hear and help. And now, behold, the chil- 
dren of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, 
whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt, 
but they turned from them, and destroyed 
them not; behold, I say, how they reward 
us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, 
which thou hast given us to inherit. O our 
God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have 
no might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we what 
to do: but our eyes are upon thee. And all 
Judah stood before the Lord, with their 
little ones, their wives, and their children. 

Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, 
the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son 
of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, 
came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of 
the congregation; and he said. Hearken ye, 
all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the 
Lord unto you. Be not afraid nor dismayed 
by reason of this great multitude; for the 
battle is not your’s, but God’s. To morrow 
go ye down against them : behold, they come 
up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them 
at the end of the brook, before the wilderness 
of Jemel. Ye shall not need to fight in this 
battle : set yoxirselves, stand ye still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord with you, 0 Judah 
and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be ^smayed; 
to morrow go out against them : for the Lord 
will be with you. And Jehoshaphat bowed 
his head with his face to the ground: and all 
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The Sacred Flame that the youth of the world keeps alight in the Toe H movement 
of to-day is a tongue of fire from the lamp that burned day and night in the House 
of the Lord. 


and said. Hear me, O Judah, and ye in- 
habitants of Jerusalem^ Believe in the Lord 
your God, so shall ye be established i believe 
his prophets, so shall ye prosper. And when 
he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
singers imto the Lord, and that should 
praise the beauty of holiness, as they went 
out before the army, and to say. Praise the 
Lord 5 for his mercy endureth for ever. And 
when they began to sing and to praise, the 
Lord set ambushments against the children 
of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which 
were come against Judah; and they were 
smitten. For the children of Ammon and 
Moab stood up against the inhabitants of 
mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: 
and when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy 
another. 

And when Judah came toward the watch 
tower in the wilderness, they looked imto 
the multitude, and, behold, tliey were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped. 
And when Jehoshaphat and his people came 
to take away the spoil of them, they found 
among them in abundance both riches with 
the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which 
they stripped off for themselves, more than 
they could carry away: and they were three 
days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 
And on the fourth day they assembled them- 
selves in the valley of Berachah; for there 
they blessed the Lord : therefore the name 
of the same place was called. The valley of 
Berachah, unto this day. Then they re- 
turned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, 
and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, 
to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the 


Lord had made them to rejoice over their 
enemies. And they came to Jerusalem with 
psalteries and harps and trumpets xmto the 
house of the Lord. And the fear of God was 
on all the kingdoms of those countries, when 
they had heard that the Lord fought against 
the enemies of Israel. So the realm of Jeho- 
shaphat was quiet: for his God gave him 
rest round about. 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he 
was thirty and five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he 
walked in the way of Asa his father, and 
departed not from it, doing that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord. Howbeit the 
high places were not taken away: for as yet 
the people had not prepared their hearts 
unto the God of their fathers. Now the rest 
of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, 
behold, they are written in the book of Jehu 
the son of Hanani, who is mentioned in the 
book of the kings of Israel. 


The Word of the Lord 


And after this did Jehoshaphat king of 
Judahi join himself with Ahaziah king of 
Israel, who did very wickedly; and he joined 
himself with him to make ships to go to 
Tarshish: and they made the ships in Ezion- 
gaber. Then EHezer the son of Dodavah of 
Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, 
saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with 
Ahaziahj the Lord hath broken thy works. 
And the ships were broken, that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish, 
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VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED 2 Chronicles 21, 1—28, 27 

The period that follows covers just over a hundred years. It opens with a man slaying 
his own brothers;^ those who had sat and talked with him in the same house ^ and it ends 
with men breaking up the lamps and tables of the House of the Lord^ and closing its 
doors. From the beginning to the end of the century there is a stream of blood. There 
are deeds of cruelty and violence which shock every feeling of humanity. And this from 
people who have], in the House they have built and which they pass every day^ the 
promise of the God of every blessings the Holy Righteous Lord of Life: to dwell with 
them:, walk with them^ and make them heirs of His own glory. 

Let no one think that whatwereadbelongs only to abygone age. This spirit of violence 
is not dead. It has broken out again in our own time. There is no need to go back 
to the Scriptures to read about desecrated sanctuaries:, and the destruction of the lives 
and liberties of human beings. But we do need to go back to this sacred book to be 
reminded that these things provoke the anger of the Lord. 


NOW Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city 
of David. And Jehoram his son reigned in 
his stead. And he had brethren the sons 
of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and 
Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and 
Shephatiah: all these were the sons of Jeho- 
shaphat king of Israel. And their father gave 
them great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of 
precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: 
but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram 5 be- 
cause he was the firstborn. Now when Je- 
horam was risen up to the kingdom of his 
father, he strengthened liimself, and slew all 
his brethren with the sword, and divers also 
of the princes of Israel. Jehoram was thirty 
and two years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 
And he Walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, like as did the house of Ahab: for he 
had tlie daughter of Ahab to wife : and he 
wrought that which was evil in the eyes of 
the Lord. Howbeit the Lord would not 
destroy the house of David% because of the 


under the dominion of Judah 
themselves a king. ThenJehoraj 
with his princes, and all his c 
liim: and he rose up by night 
the Edomites which compassed 
the captains of the chariots. So t 
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Moreover he made high places in the 
mountains of Judah, and caused the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem to commit fornica- 
tion, and compelled Judah thereto. And 
there came a writing to him from Elijah the 
prophet, saying. Thus saith the Lord God 
of David thy father. Because thou hast not 
walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy fa- 
ther, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 
but hast walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, and hast made Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like 
to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and 
also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's 
house, which were better than thyself: be- 
hold, with a great plague will the Lord smite 
thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, 
and all thy goods: and thou shalt have great 
sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy 
bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day 
by day. 

Moreover the Lord stirred up against 
Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of 
the Arabians that w^ere near the Ethiopians * 


2 CHRONICLES 23, 8 










together the vessels of the house of God^ and 
cut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, 
and shut up the doors of the house of the 
L0RD5 and he made him altars in every corner 
of Jerusalem. And in every several city of 
Judah he made high places to burn incense 
unto other godsj and provoked to anger the 
Lord God of his fathers. 


2 CHRONICLES 293 15 

Now the rest of his acts and of all his ways3 
first and last3 behold^ they are written in the 
book of the kings of Judah and Israel/ And 
Ahaz slept with his fatherSa and they buried 
him in the city^ even in Jerusalem: but they 
brought him not into the sepulchres of the 
kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son reigned 
in his stead. 


CONTEMPT AND FOLLY 2 Chronicles 29 , i— 35 , 27 

A different spirit runs through the next hundred years. We might at first think it is 
a better spirit or it begins with a return to the House of the Lord^ the restoring of its 
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2 CHRONICLES 29, 15 

they gathered their brethren, and sanctified 
themselves, and came, according to the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the 
Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. And 
the priests went into the inner part of the 
house of the Lord, to cleanse it, and brought 
out all the uncleanness that they found in the 
temple of the Lord into the court of the 
house of the Lord. And the Levites took it, 
to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron. 
Now they began on the first day of the first 
month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of 
the month came they to the porch of the 
Lord: so they sanctified the house of the 
Lord in eight days; and in the sixteenth day 
of the first month they made an end. Then 
they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, 
W'e have cleansed all the house of the Lord, 
and the altar of burnt offering, with all the 
vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, 
with all the vessels thereof. Moreover all the 
vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast 
away in his transgression, have we prepared 
and sanctified, and, behold, they are before 
the altar of the Lord. 

Restoring the Temple Services 

Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and 
gathered the rulers of the city, and went up 
to the house of the Lord. And they brought 
seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven 
lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin offering 
for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and 
for Judah. And he commanded the priests 
the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar 
of the Lord. So they killed the bullocks, and 
the priests received the blood, and sprinkled 
it on the altar : likewise, when they had killed 
the rams^ thev snrinkled the blood unon the 


Levites stood with the instruments of David, 
and the priests with the trumpets. And 
Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt 
offering upon the altar. And when the burnt 
offering began, the song of the Lord began 
also with the trumpets, and with the instru- 
ments ordained by David king of Israel. And 
all the congregation worshipped, and the 
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: 
and all this continued until the burnt offer- 
ing was finished. 

And when they had made an end of offer- 
ing, the king and all that were present with 
him bowed themselves, and worshipped. 
Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes 
commanded the Levites to sing praise unto 
the Lord with the words of David, and of 
Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with 
gladness, and they bowed their heads and 
worshipped. 

Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now 
ye have consecrated yourselves unto the 
Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and 
thank offerings into the house of the Lord, 
And the congregation brought in sacrifices 
and thank offerings; and as many as were of 
a free heart burnt offerings. And the number 
of the burnt offerings, which the congrega- 
tion brought, was threescore and ten bullocks, 
an hundred rams, and two hundred lambs : 
all these were for a burnt offering to the 
Lord, And the consecrated things were six 
hundred oxen and three thousand sheep. 
But the priests were too few, so that they 
could not flay all the burnt offerings: where- 
fore their brethren the Levites did help them, 
till the work was ended, and until the other 
priests had sanctified themselves: for the 
Levites were more upright in heart to sanc- 
tifv themselves than the nriests And also 






THERE IS A HOUSE OF THE LORD IN EVERY PART OF IRELAND 


In Ireland it is generMly a Roman Catholic church, as in Wales it is a Nonconformist 
chapel. England arts, Scotland, too, have their own distinctive sanctuaries. But we 
look upon them all, irrespective of the forms of worship which separate them, as 
Israel looked upon its Temple. Each place of worship is a House of God. 


the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. And 
passover in the second month. For they be not ye like your fathers, and like your 
could not keep it at that time, because the brethren, which trespassed against the Lord 
priests had not sanctified themselves sufiB- God of their fathers, who therefore gave 
ciently, neither had the people gathered them up to desolation, as ye see. Now be 
themselves together to Jerusalem. And the ye not stiifiiecked, as your fathers were, but 
thing pleased the king and all the congrega- yield yourselves tmto the Lord, and enter 
tion. So they established a decree to make into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified 
proclamation throughout all Israel, from for ever : and serve the Lord your God, tiiat 
Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should the fierceness of his wrath may turn away 
come to keep the passover unto the Lord from you. For if ye turn again unto the 
God of Israel at Jerusalem : for they had not Lord, your brethren and your children shall 
done it of a long time in such sort as it was find compassion before them that lead them 
written. So the posts went with the letters captive, so that they shall come again into 
from the king and his princes throughout all this land : for the Lord your God is gracious 
Israel and Judah, and according to the com- and merciful, and will not turn away his face 
mandment of the king, saying. Ye children of from you, if ye return unto him. 

Israel, turn again unto the Lord God of So the posts passed from dty to city 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will re- through the countryofEphraimandManas- 
tum to the remnant of you, that are escaped seh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed 
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tiiem to scorn, and mocked them. Neverthe- 
less divers of Asher and Manasseh and of 
Zebuiun humbled themselves, and came to 
Jerusalem. Also in Judah the hand of God 
was to give them one heart to do the com- 
mandment of the king and of the princes, 
by the word of the Lord, 

Joyous Festivals 

And there assembled at Jerusalem much 
people to keep the feast of unleavened bread 
in the second month, a very great congrega- 
tion. And they arose and took away the altars 
that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for 
incense took they away, and cast them into 
the brook Kidron. Then they killed the pass- 
over on the fourteenth day of the second 
month: and the priests and the Levites were 
ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and 
brought in the burnt offerings into the house 
of the Lord. And they stood in their place 
after their maimer, according to the law of 
Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled 
the blood, which they received of the hand 
of the Levites. For there were many in the 
congregation that were not sanctified: there- 
fore the Levites had the charge of the killing 
of the passovers for every one that was not 
clean, to sanctify them unto the Lord, For 
a multitude of the people, even many of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebu- 
iun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did 
they eat the passover otherwise than it was 
written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, say- 
ing, The good Lord pardon every one that 
prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord 
God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary. 
And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people. And the children of Israel 
that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days with great 
gladness: and the Levites and the priests 
praised the Lord day by day, singing with 
loud instruments unto the Lord, And Heze- 
kiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites 
that taught the good knowledge of the Lord : 
and they did eat throughout the feast seven 
days, offering peace offerings, and making 
confession to the Lord God of their fathers. 

And the whole assembly took counsel to 
keep other seven days: and they kept other 
seven days with gladness. For Hezekiah king 
of Judah did give to the congregation a thou- 
sand bullocks and seven thousand sheep ; and 


the princes gave to the congregation a thou- 
sand bullocks and ten thousand sheep : and a 
great number of priests sanctified them- 
selves. And all the congregation of Judah, 
with the priests and the Levites, and all the 
congregation that came out of Israel, and the 
strangers that came out of the land of Israel, 
and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. So there 
was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time 
of Solomon the son of David king of Israel 
there was not the like in Jerusalem. Then 
the priests the Levites arose and blessed the 
people: and their voice was heard, and their 
prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, 
even unto heaven. 

Now when all this was finished, all Israel 
that were present went out to the cities of 
Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and 
cut down the groves, and threw down the 
high places and the altars out of all Judah and 
Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, 
until they had utterly destroyed them all. 
Then all the children of Israel returned, 
every man to his possession, into their own 
cities. 

Willing Offerings 

And Hezekiah appointed the courses of 
the priests and the Levites after their courses, 
every man according io his service, the priests 
and Levites for burnt offerings and for peace 
offerings, to minister, and to give thanks, and 
to praise in the gates of the tents of the Lord. 
He appointed also the king’s portion of his 
substance for the burnt offerings, to wit, 
for the morning and evening burnt offerings, 
and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and 
for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as 
it is written in the law of the Lord. Moreover 
he commanded the people that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem to give the portion of the priests and 
the Levites, that they might be encouraged 
in the law of the Lord. And as soon as the 
commandment came abroad, the children of 
Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of 
corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the 
increase of the field; and the tithe of afi things 
brought they in abundantly. And concern- 
ing the children of Israel and Judah, that 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, they also brought 
in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe 
of holy things which were consecrated unto 
the Lord their God, and laid them by heaps. 
In the third month they began to lay the 
foundation of the heaps, and finished them in 
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Hezekiah persuade you to give over your- 
selves to die by famine and by thirst, saying. 
The Lord our God shall deliver us out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria? Hath not 
the same Hezekiah taken away his high 
places and his altars, and commanded Judah 
and Jerusalem, saying. Ye shall worship be- 
fore one altar, and burn incense upon it? 
Know ye not what I and my fathers have 
done unto all the people of other lands? 
were the gods of the nations of those lands 
any ways able to deliver their lands out of 
mine hand? Who was there among all the 
gods of those nations that my fathers utterly 
destroyed, that could deliver his people out 
of mine hand, that your God should be able 
to deliver you out of mine hand ? Now there- 
fore let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor per- 
suade you on this manner, neither yet believe 
him: for no god of any nation or kingdom 
was able to deliver his people out of mine 
hand, and out of the hand of my fathers: 
how much less shall your God deliver you 
out of mine hand? 

And his servants spake yet more against 
the Lord God, and against his servant Heze- 
kiah, He wrote also letters to rail on the 
Lord God of Israel, and to speak against 
him, saying, As the gods of the nations of 
other lands have not delivered their people 
out of mine hand, so shall not the God of 
Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine 
hand. Then they cried with a loud voice in 
the Jews^ speech unto the people of Jeru- 
salem that were on the wall, to affright them, 
and to trouble them; that they might take 
the city. And they spake against the God of 
Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people 
of the earth, which were the work of the 
hands of man. 


Divine Deliverance 

And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and 
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed 
to heaven. And the Lord sent an 
angel, which cut off all the mighty men of 
valour, and the leaders and captains in the 
camp of the long of Assyria. So he returned 
with shame of face to his own land. And 
when he was come into the house of his god, 
that came forth of his own bowels slew 
there with the sword. Thus the Lord 
Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
from the hand of Sennacherib the 

an 


other, and guided them on every side. And 
many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jeru- 
salem, and presents to Hezekiah king of 
Judah: so that he was magnified in the sight 
of aU nations from thenceforth. 

The Mercy of the Lord 

In those days Hezekiah was sick to the 
death, and prayed unto the Lord: and he 
spake unto him, and he gave him a sign. But 
Hezekiah rendered not again according to 
the benefit done imto him; for his heart was 
lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon 
him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem. Not- 
withstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for 
the pride of his heart, both he and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, so tliat the wrath of 
the Lord came not upon them in the days 
of Hezekiah. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches 
and honour: and he made himself treasuries 
for silver, and for gold, and for precious 
stones, and for spices, and for shields, and 
for all manner of pleasant jewels; storehouses 
also for the increase of corn, and wine, and 
oil; and stabs for all manner of beasts, and 
cotes for flocks. Moreover he provided him 
cities, and possessions of flocks and herds in 
abundance: for God had given him sub- 
stance very much. This same Hezekiah also 
stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, 
and brought it straight down to the west side 
of the city of David. And Hezekiah pros- 
pered in all his works. Howbeit in the 
business of the ambassadors of the princes 
of Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire of 
the wonder that was done in the land, God 
left him, to try him, that he might know all 
that was in his heart. 

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and 
his goodness, behold, they are written in the 
vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, 
and in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. And Hezekiah slept with ids fathers, 
and they buried liim in the cliiefest of the 
sepulclires of the sons of David: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
him honour at his death. And Manasseh his 
son reigned in Ms stead. 

A Notable Repentance 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five 
years in Jerusalem: but did that wMch was 
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year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
from the high places, and the groves, and 
the carved images, and the molten images.^ 
And they brake down the altars of Baalim in 
his presence; and the images, that were on 
high above them, he cut down; and the 
groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images, he brake in pieces, and made 
dust of them, and strowed it upon the graves 
of them that had sacrificed unto them. And 
he burnt the bones of the priests upon their 
altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 
And so did he in the cities of Manasseh, and 
Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtali, 
with their mattocks round about. And when 
he had broken down the altars and the groves, 
and had beaten the graven images into pow- 
der, and cut down all the idols throughout 
all the land of Israel, he returned to Jeru- 
salem. Now in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, when he had purged the land, and the 
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, 
and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
the house of the Lord his God. And when 
they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they 
delivered the money that was brought into 
the house of God, which the Levites that 
kept the doors had gathered of the hand of 
Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the rem- 
nant of Israel, and of all Judah and Ben- 
jamin; and they returned to Jerusalem. And 
they put it in the hand of the workmen that 
had the oversight of the house of the Lord, 
and they gave it to the workmen that wrought 
in the house of the Lord, to repair and amend 
the house: even to the artificers and builders 
gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber 
for couplings, and to floor the houses which 
the kings of Judah had destroyed. And the 
men did the work faithfully: and the over- 
seers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah 
and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohath- 
ites, to set it forward; and other of the Le- 
vites, all that could skill of instruments of 
musick. Also they were over the bearers of 
burdens, and were overseers of all that 
wrought the work in any manner of service: 
and of the Levites there were scribes, and 
officers, and porters. 


The Book of the Law 

And when they brought out the money 
that was brought into the house of the Lord, 
Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of 
the Lord given by Moses. And Hilkiah an- 
swered and said to Shaphan the scribe, I 
have found the book of the law^ in the house 
of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered the 
book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the 
book to the king, and brought the king word 
back again, saying. All that was committed 
to thy servants, they do it. And they have 
gathered together the money that was found 
in the house of the Lord, and have delivered 
it into the hand of tlie overseers, and to 
the hand of the workmen. Then Shaphan the 
scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the 
priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. And it came to pass, 
when the king had heard the words of the 
law, that he rent his clothes. And the king 
commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of 
the king^s, saying, Go, enquire of the Lord 
for me, and for them that are left in Israel 
and in Judah, concerning die words of die 
book diat is found: for great is the wrath of 
the Lord that is poured out upon us, because 
our fathers have not kept die word of the 
Lord, to do after all that is written in this 
book. 

And Hilkiah, and they that the king had 
appointed, went to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of ShaUum the son of Tikvath, the 
son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now 
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college:) and 
they spake to her to that effect. And she 
answered them, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to 
me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the in- 
habitants thereof, even all the curses that 
are written in the book which they have read 
before the king of Judah: because they have 
forsaken me, and have burned incense unto 
other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with aH the works of their hands; 
therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon 
this place, and shall not be quenched. And 


^ We inight ask: What were these idolatrous images like? A more important question is. What was it that 
made this type of worship fascinating? The answer is not hard to find. Idolatry had an easy moral code, 
if it had any at all. It offered man a form of worship to ease his conscience, promised him the material favours 
he most desired, and laid no burden of moral responsibility on him for his own or his brother's conduct. 

® See 2 Kings 22, 8 , p. 435, n. X. 
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as for the king of Judahs who sent you to 
enquire of the Lord^ so shall ye say unto 
him^ Thus saith the Lord God of Israel con- 
cerning the words which thou hast heard; 
Because tliine heart was tender, and thou 
didst humble thyself before God, when thou 
heardest his words against this place, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, and hum- 
bledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy 
clothes, and weep before me; I have even 
heard thee also, saith the Lord. Behold, I 
will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt 
be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither 
shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will 
bring upon this place, and upon the in- 
habitants of the same. So they brought the 
king word again. 

Renewing the Covenant 

Then the king sent and gathered together 
all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. And 
the king went up into the house of the Lord, 
and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Le- 
vites, and all the people, great and small: 
and he read in their ears ^ the words of the 
book of the covenant that was found in the 
house of the Lord, And the king stood in 
his place, ^d made a covenant before the 
Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep 
his commandments, and his testimonies, and 
his statutes, with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, to perform the words of the cove- 
nant which are written in this book. And 
he caused aU that were present in Jerusa- 
lem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 
And Josiah took away all the abominations 
out of all the countries that pertained to the 
children of Israel, and made all that were 
present in Israel to serve, even to serve the 
Lord their God. And all his days they de- 
parted not from following the Lord, the God 
of their fathers. 

Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem: and they killed the pass- 
over on the fourteenth day of the first month. 
And he set the priests in their charges, and 
encouraged them to the service of the house 
of the Lord, and said unto the Levites that 
taught all Israel, which were holy imto the 
Lord, Put the holy ark in the house which 
-Solomon the son of David king of Israel did 
build; it shall not be a burden upon your 
shoulders: serve now the Lord your God, 
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and his people Israel, and prepare yourselves 
by the houses of your fathers, after your 
courses, according to the writing of David 
king of Israel, and according to the writing 
of Solomon his son. And stand in the holy 
place according to the divisions of the families 
of the fathers of your brethren the people, 
and after the division of the families of the 
Levites, So kill the passover, and sanctify 
yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that 
they may do according to the word of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses, 

And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, 
lambs and kids, aU for the passover offer- 
ings, for all that were present, to the number 
of thirty thousand, and three thousand bul- 
locks; these were of the king’s substance. 
And his princes gave willingly unto the 
people, to the priests, and to the Levites : Hil- 
kiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the 
house of God, gave unto the priests for the 
passover offerings two thousand and six hun- 
dred small cattle, and three hundred oxen. 
Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, 
his brethren, and Hashabiahand Jeiei and Jo- 
zabad, chief of the Levites, gave imto the 
Levites for passover offerings five thousand 
small cattle, and five hundred oxen. 

So the service was prepared, and the 
priests stood in their place, and the Levites 
in their courses, according to the king’s 
commandment. And they killed the pass- 
over, and the priests sprinkled the blood 
from their hands, and the Levites flayed 
them. And they removed the burnt offer- 
ings, that they might give according to the 
divisions of the families of the people, to 
offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the 
book of Moses, And so did they with the 
oxen. And they roasted the passover with 
fire according to tlae ordinance : but the other 
holy offerings sod they in pots, and in cal- 
drons, and in pans, and divided them speedily 
among all the people. And afterward they 
made ready for themselves, and for the 
priests : because the priests the sons of Aaron 
were busied in offering of burnt offerings 
and the fat until night; therefore the Levites 
prepared for themselves, and for the priests 
the sons of Aaron. And the singers the sons 
of Asaph were in their place, according to 
the commandment of David, and Asaph, and 
Heman, and Jeduthim the king’s seer; and 
the porters Waited at every gate; they might 
not depart from their service; for their 
brethren the Levites prepared for them. 
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So aU the service of the Lord was prepared 
the same day, to keep the passover, and to 
offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the 
Lord, according to the commandment of 
king Josiah. And the children of Israel that 
were present kept the passover at that time, 
and the feast of unleavened bread seven days. 
And there was no passover like to that kept 
in Israel from the days of Samuel the pro- 
phet j neither did all the kings of Israel keep 
such a passover as Josiah kept, and the 
priests, and the Levites, and aU Judah and 
Israel that were present, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the 
reign of Josiah was this passover kept. 

Lament for the King 
After aU this, when Josiah had prepared 
the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to 
fight against Charchemish by Euphrates: 
and Josiah went out against him. But he 
sent ambassadors to him, saying. What have 
I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? I 
come not against thee this day, but against 
the house wherewith I have war: for God 
commanded me to make haste: forbear thee 


from meddling with God, who is with me, 
that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah 
would not turn his face from him, but dis- 
guised himself, that he might fight with him, 
and hearkened not tmto the words of Necho 
from the mouth of God, and came to fight 
in the valley of Megiddo. And the archers 
shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his 
servants. Have me away; for I am sore 
woimded. His servants therefore took him 
out of that chariot, and put him in the second 
chariot that he had; and they brought him to 
Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in 
one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all 
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 
And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all 
the singing men and the singing women 
spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this 
day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: 
and, behold, they are written m the lamenta- 
tions. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his 
goodness, according to that which was writ- 
ten in the law of the Lord, and his deeds, 
first and last, behold, they are written in the 
book of the Wngs of Israel and Judah. 


DESPISING THE WORD OP GOD 2 Chronicles 36, i-2i 

Before another twenty-five years had passed, the House of the Lord was destroyed. 
With sorrow we see it swept away and yet we are constrained to rejoice that such a 
travesty of the truth was not allowed to remain. We glory in the revelation of its fa . 
The n&os that lights up the earth from these huming walls is this: That the God to whom 
have huilt our churches is a righteous God, and where His House stands, there must 
righteousness be found. He is not like the nature gods in whom it was imagined natures 
m^hty forces dwelt, nor like the national gods who were, by various ties, bound toparti- 
adar people and had to share their fortunes. He was unlike them all. He was above 
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his words, and misused his prophets, until 
the wrath of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy. 

Therefore he brought upon them the king 
of the Chaldees, who slew their young men 
with the sword in the house of their sanc- 
tuary, and had no compassion upon young 
man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped 
for age: he gave them all into his hand. And 
all the vessels of the house of God, great and 
small, and the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of 
his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. 
And they burnt the house of God, and brake 
down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all 
the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed 
all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that 
had escaped from the sword carried he away 
to Babylon; where they were servants to him 
and his sons until the reign of the kingdom 
of Persia: to fulfil the word of the Lord by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 
enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay 
desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore 
and ten years. 

A New Temple Promised 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken by 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom- 
plished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a pro- 
clamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith C 3 n:us 
king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath the Lord God of heaven given me; and 
he hath charged me to build him an house 
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is 
there among you of all his people? The 
Lord his God be with him, and let him 
go up. 


also carried of the vessels of the house of the 
Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple 
at Babylon. Now the rest of the acts of 
Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he 
did, and that which was found in him, be- 
hold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoiachin his 
son reigned in his stead. 

Taken Captive 

Jehoiachin was eight years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned three months 
and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord. And 
when the year was expired, king Nebuchad- 
nezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, 
with the goodly vessels of the house of the 
Lord, and made Zedekiah his brother king 
over Judah and Jerusalem. 

The Temple Burned 

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and 
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet speaking from the mouth of the 
Lord. And he also rebelled against king 
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear 
by God: but he stiffened liis neck, and 
hardened his heart from turning unto the 
Lord God of Israel. Moreover all the chief 
of the priests, and the people, transgressed 
very much after all the abominations of the 
heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And 
the Lord God of their fathers sent to them 
by his messengers, rising up betimes, and 
sending; because he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling place: but they 
mocked the messengers of God, and despised 
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Perhaps the outline will do more than show the years of exile in IsraeVs history. If it 
can put the incidents and people which crowd the preceding pages into clear p^spective 
so that the story lies before our mind's eye in its true proportions and progression it mil 
perform a much needed service. For in reading the sacred pages there was so much to 
learn, and we were so deeply interested in what was happening, that we^passed over, 
without a serious thought, the marks of time in the narrative, and now find that we have 
lost the perspective that the sense of time gives. Maybe the chart mil meet this need. 
It has been drawn not to supplant the narrative but to supplement it, or give it an his- 
torical framework. For that reason it has been kept bare and simple. Only outstanding 
names have been given, and in these preference has been shown for those that cling to the^ 
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EZRA 

A PROCLAMATION THAT IS A REVELATION FOR 
EVERY NEW AGE IN THE COURSE OP HISTORY 

With the narrative as our guide we join the exiled people living in Babylon at the 
moment when the king^s herald makes his proclamation. It may prove to be an illumi- 
nating experience^ and we may hear in the words spoken to others a message to ourselves. 
For the proclamation is not:, as we might have imagined:, concerned simply and directly 
with the granting of liberty to the exiles and their return to their homeland: it includes 
the restoration of the worship of God in the home country; indeed:, the royal decree 
makes this its leading purpose. And:, what is still more surprising^ the people appear 
to be more jubilant over this than over their own liberty or their return home. 

Worship must have meant very much more to them than it does to us to have inspired 
such exultation. We feel almost ashamed to be in their company ^ for we often regard 
worship asthe observance of a duty. Of the joy and glory of worship:, as an experience:, as 
the purest:, loftiest expression of the human spirit:, and the most complete satisfaction of 
the noblest needs of the human heart:, we dare not speak. It is beyond our range. This 
proclamation:, theUy is news to tis; this scene^ a revelation. If worship can be more 
desirable to men than liberty to slaves^ we must rediscover it:, and:, like these men of 
oldy set out with enthusiasm to restore it to its place of glory in our land. A tasky as the 
story showsy that cannot be easily or quickly accomplished. 


GOOD NEWS 

N OW in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia^ that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilledjthe Lord stirred 
up the spirit of Gyrus king of Persia, that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his king- 
dom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hatli given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build him 
an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Who is there among you of all his people? 
Ms God be with him, and let Mm go up to 
Jerusalem, wMch is in Judah, and build the 
house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) wMch is in Jerusalem. And whoso- 
ever remaineth in anyplace where he sojourn- 
eth, let the men of Ms place help Mm with 
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, beside the freewill offering for 
the house of God that is in Jerusalem, 

, Then rose up the cMef of the fathers of 
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Judah and Benjamin, and die priests, and 
the Levites, with all them whose spirit God 
had raised, to go up to build the house of the 
Lord wMch is in Jerusalem. And all they 
that were about them strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with 
goods, and with beasts, and with precious 
tMngs, beside all that was willingly offered. 
Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels 
of the house of the Lord, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of Ms gods; 
even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring 
fortli by the hand of Mithredath the trea- 
surer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, 
the prince of Judah. And tMs is the number 
of them : tiiirty chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives, 
tMrty basons of gold, silver basons of a 
second sort four hundred and ten, and other 
vessels a thousand. All the vessels of gold 
and of silver were five tliousand and four 
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hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring 
up with them of the captivity that were 
brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem. 

The Great Company 

Now these are the children of the province 
that went up out of the captivity^ of those 
which had been carried away, whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto Babylon, and came again unto 
Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his 
city; which came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, 
Nehemiah,^ Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, 
Bilshan, Mizpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. 

The nximber of the men of the people of 
Israel: the children of Parosh, two thousand 
an hundred seventy and two. The children 
of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy and 
two. The children of Arab, seven hundred 
seventy and five. The children of Pahath- 
moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, 
two thousand eight hundred and twelve. 
The children of Elam, a thousand two hun- 
dred fifty and four. The children of Zattu, 
nine hundred forty and five. The children 
of Zaccai, seven hundred and threescore. 
The children of Bani, six hundred forty and 
two. The children of Bebai, six himdred 
twenty and three. The children of Azgad, a 
thousand two hundred twenty and two. The 
children of Adonikam, six hundred sixty and 
six. The children of Bigvai, two thousand 
fifty and six. The children of Adin, four 
hundred fifty and four. The children of 
Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight. The 
children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and 
three. The children of Jorah, an hundred 
and twelve. The children of Hashum, two 
hundred twenty and three. The children of 
Gibbar, ninety and five. The children of 
Beth-lehem, an hundred twenty and three. 
The men of Netophah, fifty and six. The 
men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and 
eight. The children of Azmaveth, forty 
and two. The children of Kirjath-arim, 
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and 
forty and three. The children of Ramah 
and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. The 
men of Michmas, an hundred ^enty and 
two. The men of Beth«el and Ai, two hun- 
dred twenty and three. The children of 
Nebo, fifty and two. The children of Mag- 
bish, an hundred fifty and six. The children 
of the other Elam, a thousand two hundred 

^ Not the man who restored the wal 
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fifty and four. The children of Harim, three 
hundred and twenty. The children of Lod, 
Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred twenty and 
five. The children of Jericho, three hundred 
forty and five. The children of Senaah, three 
thousand and six hundred and thirty. 

The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy 
and three. The children of Immer, a thou- 
sand fifty and two. The children of Pashur, 
a thousand two hundred forty and seven* 
The children of Harim, a thousand and 
seventeen. 

The Levites : the children of Jeshua and 
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah, 
seventy and four. The singers : the children 
of Asaph, an hundred twenty and eight. 
The children of the porters : the children of 
Shailum, the children of Ater, the children 
of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the 
children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, 
in all an hundred thirty and nine. 

The Nethinims : the children of Ziha, the 
children of Hasupha, the children of Tab- 
baoth, the children of Keros, the children of 
Siaha, the children of Padon, the children of 
Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the 
children of Akkub, the children of Hagab, 
the children of Shalmai, the children of 
Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children 
of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, the children 
of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, tlie children 
of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the chil- 
dren of Paseah, the children of Besai, the 
children of Asnah, the children of Mehunim, 
the children of Nephusim, the children of 
Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the 
children of Harhur, the children of Bazluth, 
the children of Mehida, the children of 
Harsha, the children of Barkos, the children 
of Sisera, the children of Thamah, the chil- 
dren of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

The children of Solomon’s servants : the 
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, 
the children of Peruda, the children of Jaalah, 
the children of Darkon, the children of 
Giddel, the children of Shephatiah, the 
children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth 
of Zebaim, the children of Ami. All the 
Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s 
servants, were three hundred ninety and 
two. 

And these were they which went up from 
Tel-melah, Tel-harsa, Cherub, Addan, and 
Immer : but they could not shew their father’s 
of J erusalem about a century later. 
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houses and their seed, whether they were of 
Israel : the children of Delaiah, the children 
of Tobiahi the children of Nekoda> six hnn- 
dred fifty and two. And of the children of 
the priests: the children of Habaiah^ the 
children of Koz^ the children of Barzillai; 
which took a wife of the daughters of Bar- 
ziliai the Gileadite^ and was called after their 
name: these sought their register among 
those that were reckoned by genealogy^ but 
they were not found: therefore were they^ 
as polluted, put from the priesthood. And 
the Tirshatha said imto them, that they 
should not eat of the most holy things, till 
there stood up a priest with Urim and with 
Thummim. 

The whole congregation together was forty 
and two thousand three hundred and three-* 
score, beside their servants and their maids, 
of whom there were seven thousand three 
hundred thirty and seven: and there were 
among them two hundred singing men and 
singing women. Their horses were seven 
hundred thirty and six; their mules, two 
hundred forty and five; their camels, four 
hundred thirty and five; their asses, six 
thousand seven hundred and twenty. 

And some of the chief of the fathers, when 
they came to the house of the Lord which is 
at Jerusalem, offered freely for the house of 
God to set it up in his place : they gave after 
their ability unto the treasure of the work 
threescore and one tliousand drams of gold, 
and five thousand pound of silver, and one 
hundred priests’ garments. 

So the priests, and the Levites, and some 
of the people, and the singers, and the por- 
ters, and the Netliinims,^ dwelt in their 
cities, and all Israel in their cities* 

The Work Begins 

And when the seventh month was come, 
and the children of Israel were in the cities, 
the people gathered themselves together as 
one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren 
the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Sheal- 
tiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar 
of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings 
thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses 
the man of God. And they set the altar upon 
his bases; for fear was upon them because 
of the people of those countries: and they 
with any authority who th< 


offered burnt offerings thereon unto the 
Lord, even burnt offerings morning and 
evening. They kept also tlie feast of taber- 
nacles, as it is written, and offered the daily 
burnt offerings by number, according to the 
custom, as the duty of every day required; 
and afterward offered tlie continual burnt 
offering, both of the new moons, and of all 
the set feasts of the Lord that were con- 
secrated, and of every one that willingly 
offered a freewill offering unto the Lord. 
From the first day of the seventh month 
began they to offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord. But the foundation of the temple of 
the Lord was not yet laid. They gave money 
also unto the masons, and to the carpenters ; 
and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of 
Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar 
trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, 
according to the grant that they had of 
Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coming 
unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in the 
second month, began Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and 
the remnant of their brethren the priests and 
the Levites, and all they that were come out 
of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and ap- 
pointed the Levites, from twenty years old 
and upward, to set forward the work of the 
house of the Lord. Then stood Jeshua with 
his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his 
sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set for- 
ward the workmen in the house of God: the 
sons of Henadad, with their sons and their 
brethren the Levites. And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priests in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, 
after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 
And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the Lord; because 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever 
toward Israel. And all the people shouted 
with a great shout, when they praised the 
Lord, because the foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests 
and Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men, that had seen the first 
house, when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice; and m^y shouted aloud for joy: so 
that the people could not discern the noise of 
i people were, what their status was in Israel^ or what 
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TO MAKE WORSHIP THE GLORY OF OUR HOMELAND 

We huild churches in vain if^ when the building is finished^ we lift not our voices in praise^ 
and bring not our gifts to the altar. We need places of worships but we need much more 
a clear idea of the place of worship in life^ and abetter understanding of the real purpose 
of worship. 

the shout of joy from the noise of the weep- we seek your Goi as ye do; and we do 
ing of the people: for the people shouted sacrifice unto him since the days of Esar- 
with a loud shout, and the noise was heard haddon king of Assur, which brought us up 
afar off. hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the 

rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said 
unto them. Ye have nothing to do with 
build an house unto our God; but we our- 
selves together will build imto the Lord God 
of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia 
hath commanded us. Then the people of 
the land weakened the hands of the people 
of Judah, and troubled them in building, and 
hired counsellors against them, to frustrate 


Difficulties and Dangers 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and 
Benjamin heard that the children of the 
captivity builded the temple imto the Lord 
God of Israel; then they came to Zerub- 
babel, and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them. Let us build with you: for 
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their purpose^ all the days of C 3 rrus king of 
Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of 
Persia, And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in 
the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto 
him an accusation against the inhabitants of 
Judah and Jerusalem.^ 

A Letter of Protest 

And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bish- 
lam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of 
their companions, unto Anaxerxes king of 
Persia; and the writing of the letter was 
written in the Syrian tongue, and inter- 
preted in the Syrian tongue. Rehxim the 
chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a 
letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the 
king in this sort: then wrote Rehum the 
chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and 
the rest of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the 
Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, 
the Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Ela- 
mites, and the rest of the nations whom the 
great and noble Asnapper brought over, and 
set in the cities of Samaria, and the rest 
that are on tliis side the river, and at such a 
time. 

This is the copy of the letter that they sent 
unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the king; 
Thy servants the men on this side the river, 
and at such a time. Be it known imto the 
king, that the Jews which came up from thee 
to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the 
rebellious and the bad city, and have set up 
the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. 
Be it known now unto the king, that, if this 
city be builded, and the walls set up again, 
then will they not pay toll, tribute, and cus- 
tom, and so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings. Now because we have main- 
tenance from the king’s palace, and it was 
not meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, 
therefore have we sent and certified the king; 
that search may be made in the book of the 
records of thy fathers : so shalt thou find in 
the book of the records, and know that this 
city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they have 
moved sedition within the same of old time; 
for which cause was this city destroyed. We 
certify the king that, if this city be builded 
again, and the walls thereof set up, by this 


means thou shalt have no portion on this 
side the river. 

The Work Ceases 

Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum 
the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, 
and to the rest of their companions that dwell 
in Samaria, and imto the rest beyond the 
river. Peace, and at such a time. The letter 
which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read 
before me. And I commanded, and search 
hath been made, and it is found that this 
city of old time hath made insurrection 
against kings, and that rebellion and sedition 
have been made therein. There have been 
mighty kings also over Jerusalem, which 
have ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid 
unto them. Give ye now commandment to 
cause these men to cease, and that this city 
be not builded, until another commandment 
shall be given from me. Take heed now that 
ye fail not to do this: why should damage 
grow to the hurt of the kings? 

Now when the copy of Hng Artaxerxes’ 
letter was read before Rehum, and Shimshai 
the scribe, and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and 
made them to cease by force and power. 
Then ceased the work of the house of God 
which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto 
the second year of the reign of Darius king 
of Persia. 

The Voice of the Prophets 

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied 
unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jeru- 
salem in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and began to build the house of 
God which is at Jerusalem : and with them 
were the prophets of God helping them. At 
the same time came to them Tatnai, governor 
on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you to build 
this house, and to make up this wall? Then 
said we unto them after this manner. What 
are the names of the men that make this 
building? But the eye of their God was 


* The builders refused the offered co-operation because it came from people who were not pure Israelites, 
nor true worshippers of Israel’s God, But the situation was so handled that it created, between the northern 
, and southern tribes, a bad feeling that lasted to the coming of Christ (John 4, 9). 


upon the elders of the Jews^ that they could 
not cause them to cease^ till the matter came 
to Darius: and then they returned answer 
by letter concerning this matter. 

The Dispute Settled 

The copy of the letter that Tatnai, gover- 
nor on this side the river^ and Shethar- 
boznai, and his companions the Aphar- 
sachites, which were on this side the river^ 
sent unto Darius the king: they sent a letter 
unto him^ wherein was written thus; Unto 
Darius the king^ all peace. Be it known unto 
the king, that we went into the province of 
Judea, to the house of the great God, which 
is builded with great stones, and timber is 
laid in the wails, and this work goeth fast on, 
and prospereth in their hands. Then asked 
we those elders, and said unto them thus. 
Who commanded you to build this house, 
and to make up these walls? We asked their 
names also, to certify thee, that we might 
write the names of the men that were the 
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of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send 
his pleasure to us concerning this matter. 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and 
search was made in the house of the rolls, 
where the treasures were laid up in Babylon. 
And there was found at Achmetha, in the 
palace that is in the province of the Medes, 
a roll, and therein was a record thus written: 
in the first year of Cyrus the king the same 
Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be 
builded, the place where they oifered sacri- 
fices, and let the foundations thereof be 
strongly laid; the height thereof threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore 
cubits; with three rows of great stones, and 
a row of new timber: and let the expenses be 
given out of the king’s house : and also let 
the golden and silver vessels of the house 
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and 
brought unto Babylon, be restored, and 
brought again unto the temple which is at 
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Now therefore, ; 


hLdemd. And that which they have need of, 
both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, 
for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, 
wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the 
appointment of the priests which are at Jem- 

out fail: that ^ey may offer sacrifices of 
sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and 
pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. 
Also I have made a decree, that whosoever 
shall alter this word, let timber be pulled 
down froni his house, and being^set up, let 
him be hanged thereon; and let his house be 
made a dunghill for this. And the God that 
hath caused his name to dwell there destroy 
all kines and people, that shall put to their 


Babylon, whether it be so, that a de 
made of Gyrus the king to build tl 
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NOW after these things^ in the reign of Arta- granted him all his requests according to the 
xerxeskingofPersias Ezrathesonof Seraiahs hand of the Lord liis God upon him. And 
the son of Azariahs the son of Hilkiah, the there went up some of the children of Israel, 
son of Shallums the sonof Zadoks thesonof and of the priestSs and the Levites, and the 
Ahitubsthesonof Amariahsthesonof Azariah, singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, 
the son of Meraioth, the son of Zerahiah, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Arta- 
the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son of xerxes the king. And he came to Jerusalem 
Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of in the fifth month, which was in the seventh 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest: year of the king. For upon the first day of 
this Ezra went up from Babylon,* and he was the first month began he to go up from Baby-* 
a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the Ion, and on the first day of the fifth month 
Lord God of Israel had given : and the king came he to Jerusalem, according to the good 
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The Work Goes On 

Then Tatnai, governor on this side the 
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions, 
according to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily. And the elders of 
the Jews builded, and they prospered through 
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, 
and finished it, according to the command- 
ment of the God of Israel, and according 
to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, 
and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this 
house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of 
the reign of Darius the king. 

And the children of Israel, the priests, and 
the Levites, and the rest of the children of 
the captivity, kept the dedication of this 
house of God with joy, and offered at the 
dedication of this house of God an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, 


twelve he goats, according to the number of 
the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests 
in their divisions, and the Levites in their 
courses, for the service of God, which is at 
Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of 
Moses. 

And the children of the captivity kept the 
passover upon the fourteenth day of the first 
month. For the priests and the Levites were 
purified together, all of them were pure, and 
killed the passover for all the children of the 
captivity, and for their brethren the priests, 
and for themselves. And the children of 
Israel, which were come again out of cap- 
tivity, and all such as had separated them- 
selves unto them from the filthiness of the 
heathen of the land, to seek the Lord God of 
Israel, did eat, and kept the feast of un- 
leavened bread seven days with joy: for the 
Lord had made them jo;^ul, and turned the 
heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to 
strengthen their hands in the work of the 
house of God, the God of Israel. 


Later there was another return of the exiles. It was led hy Ezra. In this narrative 
we pass from the Temple to the worshippers. There are three sketches: one shoW'- 
ing them leaving Bahylony their hands laden with gifts and treasures for the Holy 
Places another showing them at their river-side encampment^ lifting their hearts to 
Gody and thinking of the services they will hold in the Temple; and the thirds picturing 
their arrival at Jerusalem^ before the door of the House of the Lord. But in this last 
drawing there is an element of surprise. We can hardly see the Temple^ for the artist has 
filled the foreground of the picture with the homes of the people. The company of wor- 
shippers is brought to a standstill^ and the great celebration we had expected to see is 
delayed. All eyes are turned to the people at the doors of their houses. They are of 
mixed nationality^ and it is evident that in these households there is no respect for the 
law of God. Such things^ cried the zealous leader^ ought not to be. How can we^ the 
people of Godi enter into the House of the Lord to give honour to His name when our 
people dishonour Him in their own homes ? (Cf. note, p. 537.) 


THE WORSHIPPERS 
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And of the sons of Azgad^ Johanan the son 
of HaJkkatan^ and with him an hundred and 
ten males. And of the last sons of Adonikam, 
whose names are these, Eliphelet, Jeiel, and 
Shemaiah, and with them threescore males. 
Of the sons also of Bigvai; Uthai, and Zab- 
bud, and with them seventy males. 

A Wayside Encampment 

And I gathered them together to the river 
that runneth to Ahava; and there abode we 
in tents three days : and I viewed the people, 
and the priests, and found there none of the 
sons of Levi. Then sent I for Eliezer, for 
Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan, and 
for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, 
and for Zechariah, and for Meshullam, chief 
men; also for Joiarib, and for Elnathan, 
men of understanding. And I sent them 
Avith commandment unto Iddo the cliief at 
the place Gasiphia, and I told them what 
they should say imto Iddo, and to his breth- 
ren the Nethbims, at the place Gasiphia, 
that they should bring unto us ministers for 
the house of our God. And by the good hand 
of our God upon us they brought us a man 
of understanding, of the sons of Mahli, the 
son of Levi, the son of Israel^ and Sherebiah, 
with his sons and his brethren, eighteen] 
and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the 
sons of Merari, his brethren and their sons, 
twenty] also of the Nethinims, whom David 
and the princes had appointed for the service 
of the Levites, two hundred and twenty 
Nethinims : all of them were expressed by 
name. 

Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our 
substance. For I was ashamed to require 
of the Idng a band of soldiers and horse- 
men to help us against the enemy in the 
way : because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying. The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him] but his power 
and his wrath is against all them that forsake 
him. So we fasted and besought our God 


lords, and all Israel there present, had 
offered; I even weighed unto their hand six 
hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver 
vessels an hundred talents, and of gold an 
hundred talents] also twenty basons of gold, 
of a tliousand drams ] and two vessels of fine 
copper, precious as gold. And I said unto 
them. Ye are holy unto the Loro ] the vessels 
are holy also ] and the silver and the gold are 
a freewill offering unto the Lord God of 
your fathers. Watch ye, and keep them, until 
ye weigh them before the chief of the priests 
and the Levites, and chief of the fathers of 
Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the 
house of the Lord. So took the priests and 
the Levites the weight of tlie silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, to bring them to Jeru- 
salem xmto the house of our God. 

At Jerusalem 

Then we departed from the river of Aliava 
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go 
unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait 
by the way. And we came to Jerusalem, and 
abode there three days. 

Now on the fourth day was the silver and 
the gold and the vessels weighed in the house 
of our God by the hand of Meremoth the 
son of Uriah the priest] and with him was 
Eleazar the son of Phinehas] and with them 
was Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah 
the son of Binnui, Levites] by number and 
by weight of every one: and all the weight 
was written at that time. 

Also the children of those that had been 
carried away, which were come out of the 
captivity, offered burnt offerings unto the 
God of Israel, twelve bullocks for all Israel, 
ninety and six rams, seventy and seven 
lambs, twelve he goats for a sin offering; 
all this was a burnt offering unto the Lord. 
And they delivered the king’s commissions 
unto the king’s lieutenants, and to the 
governors on tliis side the river; and they 
furthered the people, and the house of God, 
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tions, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites^ 
the Perizzitesj the Jebusites, the Ammonites^ 
the MoabiteSi the Egyptians^ and tlae Amo- 
rites. For they have taken of their daughters 
for themselves^ and for their sons: so that 
the holy seed have mingled themselves with 
the people of those lands : yea, the hand of the 
princes and rulers hath been chief in this 
trespass. And when I heard this thing, I 
rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked 
off the hair of my head and of my beard, 
and sat down astonied. Then were assembled 
unto me every one that trembled at the words 
of the God of Israel, because of the trans- 
gression of those that had been carried away; 
and I sat astonied until the evening sacrifice. 

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up 
from my heaviness; and having rent my 
garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the 
Lord my God, and said, O my God, I am 
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is grown 
up xmto the heavens. Since the days of our 
fathers have we been in a great trespass unto 
this day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priests, been delivered 
into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the 
sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to 
confusion of face, as it is this day. And now 
for a little space grace hath been shewed 
from the Lord our God, to leave us a 
remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in 
liis holy place, that our God may lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our 
bondage. For we were bondmen; yet our 
God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, 
but hath extended mercy imto us in the sight 
of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, 
to set up the house of our God, ^d to repair 
the desolations thereof, and to give^us a wall 
in Judah and in Jerusalem. And now, O our 
God, what shall we say after this? for we 
have forsaken thy commandments, which 
thou hast commanded by thy servants the 
prophets, saying. The land, imto which ye 
go to possess it, is an unclean land mth the 
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filthiness of the people of the lands, with 
their abominations, which have filled it from 
one end to another with their uncleanness. 
Now therefore give not your daughters unto 
their sons, neither take their daughters unto 
your sons, nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and eat 
the good of the land, and leave it for an in- 
heritance to your children for ever. And 
after all that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing that 
thou our God hast punished us less than 
our iniquities deserve, and hast given us 
such deliverance as this; should we again 
break thy commandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abominations? 
wouldest not thou be angry with us fill thou 
hadst consumed us, so that there should be 
no renmant nor escaping? O Lord God of 
Israel, thou art righteous : for we remain yet 
escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are 
before thee in our trespasses: for we cannot 
stand before thee because of this. 

Ezra's Solution 

Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he 
had confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God, there assem-^ 
bled imto him out of Israel a very great con- 
gregation of men and women and children: 
for the people wept very sore. And Shecha- 
niah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of 
Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We 
have trespassed against our God, and have 
taken strange wives of the people of the land : 
yet now there is hope in Israel concerning 
this thing. Now therefore let us make a 
covenant with our God to put away all the 
wives, and such as are born of them, accord- 
ing to the counsel of my lord, and of those 
that tremble at the commmdment of our 
God; and let it be done according to the law. 
Arise; for this matter belongeth unto thee: 
we also will be with thee: be of good 
courage, and do it. 

Then arose Ezra, and made the chief 
priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear 


paying any regard to tne moamcauons me anuwcu ; nVV.teni«ness shall 

as he read it, HteraUy and without mercy. The words of our Lord come to 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes’ (Matt. 5, 20). On page 518 we tri^ „oint that the homes of 

be the underlying aim of Ezra’s zeal for his strict observance of this law. We made the pomt^ cimation 
men should be a! holy as the House of God: which is, of course, an fs«d I ^e “it 

but there can be no doubt that in Ezra’s mind the donnnantde^re was to of 

was the principle of nationalism he had at heart that macte him ao rauel. Fro 
Christ the struggle is between the spirit of nationalism and the spmt of the Kingdom ot Heaven. 
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by thy strong hand. O Lord^ I beseech thee, 
let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of 
thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, 
who desire to fear thy name : and prosper, 
I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man. For I 
was the king’s cupbearer. 

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, 
in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 
that wine was before him : and I took up the 
wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had 
not been beforetime sad in his presence. 
Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy 
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? 
this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then 
I was very sore afraid, and said unto the king, 
Let the king live for ever : why should not my 
coimtenance be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 
Then the king said unto me. For what dost 
thou make request? So I prayed to the God 
of heaven. And I said unto the king. If it 
please the king, and if thy servant have 
found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest 
send me unto Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers^ sepulchres, that I may build it. And 
the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting 
by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? 
and when wilt thou return? So it pleased 
the king to send me; and I set him a time. 
Moreover I said unto the king. If it please 
the king, let letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river, that they may 
convey me over till I come into Judah ; and 
a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the Idng’s 
forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the palace which 
appertained to the house, and for the wall of 
the city, and for the house that I shall enter 
into. Aiid the king granted me, according to 
the good hand of my God upon me. 

In Jerusalem 

Then I came to the governors beyond the 
river, and gave them the king’s letters. Now 
the king had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me. When Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am- 
monite, heard of it, it grieved them exceed- 


ingly that there was come a man to seek the 
welfare* of the children of Israel. So I came 
to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 

A Night Ride 

And I arose in the night, I and some few 
men with me; neither told I any man what 
my God had put in my heart to do at Jeru- 
salem : neither was there any beast with me, 
save the beast that I rode upon. And I went 
out by night by the gate of the valley, even 
before the dragon weU, and to the dung port, 
and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which 
were broken down, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire. Then I went on 
to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s 
pool: but there was no place for the beast 
that was under me to pass. Then went I 
up in the night by the brook, and viewed 
the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned. And 
the rulers knew not whither I went, or what 
I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, 
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to 
the rulers, nor to tlie rest that did the work. 

Rebuilding the Wall 

Then said I unto them. Ye see the distress 
that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, 
and the gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come, and let us build up the wall of Jeru- 
salem, that we be no more a reproach. Then 
I told them of the hand of my God which was 
good upon me; as also the tog’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they said. 
Let us rise up and build. So they streng- 
thened their hands for this good work. But 
when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah 
the servant, the Ammonite^ and Geshem the 
Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 
and despised us, and said. What is this thing 
that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 
Then answered I them, and said unto them. 
The God of heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will arise and build ; 
but ye have no portion, nor right, nor me- 
morial, in Jerusalem. 

Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with 
liis brethren the priests, and they builded the 


^ Hehemiah’s purpose. He was notj like Ezra, a religious enthusiast, God’s workmen are of many types. 
Nehemiah was of the devout, practical type; shrewd, tactful, resourceful yet great-hearted, kindly and modest. 
His night ride round the city to inspect the wall was to avoid stirring up trouble before he was ready to meet it. 
To judge by their names, his enemies were foreigners, who were probably supported by a good following 
of theii nationals who were already resident in the city. 



sheep gate; they sanctified it^ and set up the 
doors of it; even tinto the tower of Meah 
they sanctified it^ unto the tower of Hana- 
neeL And next unto him builded the men 
of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur 
tlie son of Imri. But the fish gate did the 
sons of Hassenaah builds who also laid the 
beams thereof and set up the doors thereof* 
the locks thereof^ and the bars thereof. And 
next unto them repaired Meremoth the son 
of Urijahj the son of Koz, And next unto 
them repaired Meshuliam the son of Bere- 
chiahj the son of Meshezabeel. And next 
unto them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. 
And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; 
but their nobles put not their necks to the 
work of their Lord. 

Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada 
the son of Paseah^ and Meshuliam the son 
of Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof, 
and set up the doors thereof, and the locks 
thereof, and the bars thereof. And next unto 
them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and 
Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, 
and of Mizpah, unto the throne of the gover- 
nor on this side the river. Next unto him 
repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the 
goldsmiths. Next unto him also repaired 
Hananiah the son of one of the apothe- 
caries, and they fortified Jerusalem unto the 
broad wall. And next unto them repaired 
llephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of the 
half part of Jerusalem. And next unto them 
repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even 
over against his house. And next unto 
repaired Kattush the son of Hashabniah. 
Malchijah the son of Harim, and Hashub 
the son of Pahath-moab, repaired the other 
piece, and the tower of the furnaces. And 
next unto him repaired Shallum tlie son of 
Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jeru- 
salem, he and his daughters. 

The valley gate repaired Hanun, and the 
inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set 
up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and 
the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits on 
the wall unto the dung gate. But the dung 
gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab, 
the ruler of part of Beth-haccerem; he built 
it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks 
thereof, and the bars thereof. 

But the gate of the fountain repaired 
Shallun the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of 
part of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, 
and set up the doors thereof, the locks there- 
of, and the bars thereof, and the wall of the 
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pool of Siloah by the king^s garden, and unto 
the stairs that go down from the city of 
David. After him repaired Nehemiah the 
son of Azbuk, the ruler of the half part of 
Beth-zur, imto the place over against the 
sepulchres of David, and to the pool that was 
made, and unto the house of the mighty. 
After him repaired the Levites, Rehum the 
son of Bani. Next imto him repaired Hash- 
abiah, the niler of the half part of Keilah, 
in his part. After him repaired their breth- 
ren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the ruler of 
the half part of Keilah. And next to him 
repaired Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of 
Mizpah, another piece over against the going 
up to the armoury at the turning of the wall. 
After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly 
repaired the other piece, from the turning 
of the wall unto the door of the house of 
Eliashib the high priest. After him repaired 
Meremoth the son of Urijah the son of Koz 
another piece, from the door of the house of 
Eliashib even to the end of the house of 
Eliashib. And after him repaired the priests, 
the men of the plain. After him repaired 
Benjamin and Hashub over against their 
house. After him repaired Azariah the son 
of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by his house. 
After him repaired Binnui the son of Hena- 
dad another piece, from the house of Azariah 
unto the turning of the wall, even unto the 
corner. Palal the son of Uzai, over against 
the turning of the wail, and the tower which 
Heth out from the king’s lugh house, that 
was by the court of the prison. After him 
Pedaiah the son of Parosh. Moreover die 
Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto the place 
over against the water gate toward the east, 
and the tower that lieth out. After them 
the Tekoites repaired another piece, over 
against the great tower that lieth out, even 
unto the wall of Ophel. 

From above the horse gate repmred the 
priests, every one over against his house. 
After them repaired Zadok the son of Immer 
over against his house. After him repaired 
also Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the 
keeper of the east gate. After him repaired 
Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun 
the sixth son of Zalaph, another piece. After 
him repaired Meshuliam the son of Berecluah 
over against his chamber. After him repaired 
Malchiah the goldsmith’s son unto the place 
of the Nethinims, and of the merchants, 
over against the gate Miphkad, and to the 
going up of the corner. And between the 
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going up of the corner unto the sheep gate 
repaired the goldsmiths and the merchants. 


rose up^ and said unto the nobles^ and to the 
rulers^ and to the rest of the peoplca Be not 
ye afraid of them : remember the Lord^ which 
is great and terrible^ and fight for your breth- 
ren, your sons^ and your daughters^ your 
wives^ and your houses. 

A Critical Time 

And it came to pass^ when our enemies 
heard that it was known imto us^ and God 
had brought their counsel to nought^ that 
we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. And it came to pass from 
that time forth, that the half of my servants 
wrought in the work, and the other half of 
them held both the spears, the sliields, and 
the bows, and the habergeons ; and the rulers 
were behind all the house of Judah. They 
which builded on the wall, and tliey that 
bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the 
work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 
For the builders, every one had his sv/ord 
girded by his side, and so builded. And he 
that sounded the trumpet was by me. And 
I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and 
to the rest of the people. The work is great 
and large, and we are separated upon the 
wall, one far from another. In what place 
therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
resort ye thither unto us : our God shall fight 
for us. 

So we laboured in the work: and half of 
them held the spears from the rising of the 
morning till the stars appeared. Likewise 
at the same time said I unto the people. Let 
every one with his servant lodge within Jeru- 
salem, that in the night they may be a guard 
to us, and labour on the day. So neither I, 
nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the 
men of the guard which followed me, none 
of us put ofi our clothes, saving that every 
one put them off for washing. 


Opposition 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat 
heard that we builded ^e wall, he was wrotli, 
and took great indignation, and mocked the 
Jews. And he spake before his brethren and 
the army of Samaria, and said. What do these 
feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? 
will they sacrifice? will they make an end 
in a day? will they revive the stones out of 
the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? 
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and 
he said. Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone 
wail. Hear, O our God; for we are despised: 
and turn their reproach upon their own head, 
and give them for a prey in the land of 
captivity: and cover not their iniquity, and 
let not their sin be blotted out from before 
thee: for they have provoked thee to anger 
before the builders. So built we the wall; 
and all the wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof: for the people had a mind to 
work. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, 
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Am- 
monites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the 
walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, then they 
were very wroth, and conspired all of them 
together to come and to fight against Jeru- 
salem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we 
made our prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch’^ against them day and night, because 
of ifiem. A^ said. The strength 

of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and 
there is much rubbish; so that we are not 
able to build the wall. And our adversaries 
said. They shall not know, neitlier see, till 
we come in the midst among them, and slay 
them, and cause the work to cease. And it 
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not done. Now therefore^ O Goda strengthen 
my hands. 

Afterward I came unto the house of 
Shemaiah the son of Delaiah tlie son of 
Mehetabeeij who was shut up^ and he said^ 
Let us meet together in the house of God, 
witlun the temple, and let us shut the doors 
of the temple: for they will come to slay 
theei yea, in the night will they come to slay 
thee. And I said, Should such a man as I 
flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, 
would go into the temple to save his life? 
I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that 
God had not sent him; but that he pro- 
nounced this prophecy against me: for 
Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. There- 
fore was he hired, that I should be afraid, 
and do so, and sin, and that they might have 
matter for an evil report, that they might 
reproach me. My God, think thou upon 
Tobiah and Sanballat according to these 
their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, 
and the rest of the prophets, that woxild have 
put me in fear. 

The Wall Completed 

So the wall was finished in the twenty and 
fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two 
days. And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen 
that were about us saw these things, they 
were much cast down in their own eyes : for 
they perceived that this work was wrought 
of our God. Moreover in those days the 
nobles of Judah sent many letters unto 
Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto 
them. For there were many in Judah sworn 
unto Mm, because he was the son in law of 
Sheehaniah the son of Arali; and Ms son 
Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshul- 
1am the son of BerecMah. Also they reported 


of Jerusalem, every one in Ms watch, and 
every one to be over against his house. Now 
the city was large and great: but the people 
were few therein, and the houses were not 
builded. 

The City Register 

And my God put into mine heart to gather 
together the nobles, and the rulers, and the 
people, that they might be reckoned by 
genealogy. And I found a register of the 
genealogy of them which came up at the 
first, and found written therein. These are 
the cMldren of the province, that went up 
out of the captivity, of those that had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon had carried away, and came 
again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every one 
unto Ms city; who came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Naha- 
mani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, 
Nehum, Baanah. 

The number, I say, of the men of the 
people of Israel was this; the cMldren of 
Parosh, two thousand an himdred seventy 
and two. The children of Shephatiah, three 
hundred seventy and two. The children of 
Arah, six himdred fifty and two. The child- 
ren of Pahath-moab, of the cMldren of J eshua 
and Joab, two thousand and eight himdred 
and eighteen. The children of Elam, a thou- 
sand two hundred fifty and four. The chil- 
dren of Zattu, eight hundred forty and five. 
The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and 
threescore. The children of Binnui, six hun- 
dred forty and eight. The children of Bebai, 
six hundred twenty and eight. The cMldren 
of Azgad, two thousand three hundred twenty 
and two. The children of Adonikam, six 
hunted, threescore and seven. The children 
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THE SACRED BOOK 


Nehemiah 8 , r — 10, 39 


What means the growing crowd we see in this chapter^ gathering as one man to the street 
that broadens into a square at the city gate? What purpose makes these people of all 
ages leave their homes and band together to press their demands on their leaders? Is it 
hunger ? Yes^ but the hunger that to-day makes no demonstration^ the hunger for the 
word of God. And^ in a way^, it was new to Israel. The Exile had given Ezra^ the 
diligent student of the Law of Moses^ the opportunity of collectings preservings and 
properly presenting the precious records that had been rescued from the wreckage of the 
national fortunes. He had brought the book with hims the hook that contained news of 
God and the precious promises of His Covenant. Eager and expectants the people await 
the reading of the revelation. To the Temple and its altar is now added the sacred book 
which Israel will ultimately value above all its treasuress and which we treasure as the 
nucleus of our Bible. 


AND all the people gathered themselves 
together as one man into the street that was 
before the water gate; and they spake unto 
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law 
of Moses, which the Lord had commanded 
to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the 
law before the congregation both of men and 
women, and all that could hear with under- 
standing, upon the first day of the seventh 
month* And he read therein before the street 
that was before the water gate from the morn- 
ing until midday, before the men and the 
women, and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were attentive 
unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe 
stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had 
made for the purpose; and beside him stood 
Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and 
Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maasem^ on his 
right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, 
and Mishaei, and Malchiah, and Hashum, 
and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshul- 
1 am. And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people; (for he was above all the 
people;) and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up: and Ezra blessed the Lord, the 
great God. And all the people answered. 
Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: 
andthey bowed their heads, and worshipped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Ja- 
min, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
and the Levites, caused the people to under- 
stand the law : and the people stood in their 
place. So they read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to tmderstand the reading. 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, 


and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Le- 
vites that taught the people, said unto all 
the people. This day is holy unto the Lord 
your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people wept, when they heard the words 
of the law. Then he said unto them. Go 
your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto them for whom no- 
thing is prepared: for this day is holy unto 
our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength. So the Levites 
stilled all the people, saying. Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 
And all the people went their way to eat, and 
to drink, and to send portions, and to make 
great mirth, because they had understood 
the words that were declared unto tliem. 

Studying the Book 

And on the second day were gathered 
together the chief of the fatlrers of all the 
people, the priests, and the Levites, unto 
Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words 
of the law. And they found written in the 
law which the Lord had commanded by 
Moses, that the children of Israel should 
dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh 
month: and that they should publish and 
proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, 
saying. Go forth unto the mount, and fetch 
olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and branches 
of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. 

So the people went forth, and brought 
them, and made themselves booths, every 
one upon the roof of his house, and in their 
courts, and in the courts of the house of God, 
and in the street of the water gate, and in the 
street of the gate of Ephraim. And all the 





manner, 




congregation of them that were come again 
out of the captivity made booths^ and sat 
tmder the booths: for since the days of 
Jeshua the son ofNun imto that day had not 
the children of Israel done so. And there 
was very great gladness. Also day by day^ 
from the first day unto the last day, he read 
in the book of the law of God. And they kept 
the feast seven days^ and on the eighth day 
was a solemn assembly, according unto the 


The Revelation of the Book 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this 
month the children of Israel were assembled 
with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them. And the seed of Israel separated 
themselves from all strangers, and stood and 
confessed their sins, and the iniquities of 
their fathers. And they stood up in their 
place, and read in the book of the law of the 
Lord their God one fourth part of the day; 


THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM FLOWS THROUGH BOOKS 


If the quest for culture is the heroic deed that is reserved for us and the coming 
generations it must be the culture of the spirit as well as the culture of the mind* The 
stream of spiritual culture flows most freely through the Book of Books^ healing and 
quickening the heart and mind* 




fore leftest thou them in the hand of their 
eneiniesj so that they had the dominion over 
them: yet when they returned, and cried 
unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven ; 
and many times didst thou deliver them ac- 
cording to thy mercies 5 and testifiedst against 
them, that thou mightest bring them again 
unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and 
hearkened not unto thy commandments, but 
sinned against thy judgments, (which if a 
man do, he shall live in them ;) and withdrew 
the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and 
would not hear. Yet many years didst thou 
forbear them, and testifiedst against them by 
thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they 
not give ear : therefore gavest thou them into 
the hand of the people of the lands. Never- 
theless for thy great mercies’ sake thou didst 
not utterly consume them, nor forsake them; 
for thou art a gracious and merciful God. 

Now therefore, our God, the great, tlie 
mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest 
covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble 
seem little before thee, that hath come upon 
us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fa- 
thers, and on all thy people, since the time 
of the kings of Assyria unto this day. How- 
beit thou art just in all that is brought upon 
us; for thou hast done right, but we have 
done wickedly: neither have our kings, our 
princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept 
thy law, nor hearkened unto thy command- 
ments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou 
didst testify against them. For they have not 
served thee in their kingdom, and in thy 
great goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou gavest 
before them, neither turned they from their 
wicked works. Behold, we are servants this 
day, and for the land that thou gavest unto 
our fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the 
good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: 
and it yieldeth much increase unto the kings 
whom thou hast set over us because of om 
sins : also they have dominion over our bodies, 
and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we 
are in great distress. And because of all this 
we make a sure covenant, and write it; and 
our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

The Book of the Covenant 

Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, 
the Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, and 
Zidkijah, Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, Pa- 
shur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush, Sheba- 
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niah, Malluch, Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 
Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, Meshullam, 
Abij ah, Mijamin, Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah : 
these were the priests. And the Levites: 
both Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Birmui of 
the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; and their 
brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pe- 
laiah, Hanan, Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, Zac- 
cur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Bani, 
Beninu. The chief of the people; Parosh, 
Pahath-moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni, 
Azgad, Bebai, Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, 
Hizkijah, Azzur, Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 
Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, Magpiash, Me- 
shuilam, Hezir, Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jad- 
dua, Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, Hoshea, Hana- 
niah, Hashub, Haliohesh, Pileha, Shobek, 
Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, and Ahijah, 
Hanan, Anan, Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

And the rest of the people, the priests, the 
Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethi- 
iiims, and all they that had separated them- 
selves from the people of the lands unto the 
law of God, their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters, every one having knowledge, and 
having understanding; they clave to their 
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a 
curse, and into an oath, to walk in God’s law, 
which was giyen by Moses the servant of 
God, and to observe and do all the command- 
ments of the Lord our Lord, and his judg- 
ments and his statutes; and that we would 
not give our daughters unto the people of the 
land, nor take their daughters for our sons: 
and if the people of the land bring ware or 
any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that 
we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, 
or on the holy day : and that we would leave 
the seventh year, and the exaction of every 
debt. 

Also we made ordinances for us, to charge 
ourselves yearly with the third part of a 
shekel for tibe service of the house of our God ; 
for the shewbreadj and for the continual meat 
offering, and for the continual burnt offer- 
ing, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the 
set feasts, and for the holy things, and for 
the sin offerings to make an atonement for 
Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
our God. And we cast the lots among the 
priests, the Levites, and the people, for the 
wood offering, to bring it into the house of 
our God, after the houses of our fathers, at 
times appointed year by year, to burn upon 
the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written 
in the law: and to bring the firstfruits of our 
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ground, and the iirstfruits of all fruit of aU 
trees, year by year, unto the house of the 
Lord: also the firstborn of our sons, and of 
our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the 
firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to 
bring to the house of our God, unto the 
priests that minister in the house of our God : 
and that we should bring the firstfruits of 
our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit 
of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto 
the priests, to the chambers of the house of 
our Gods and the tithes of our ground unto 
the Levites, that the same Levites might 


have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 
And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with 
the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: 
and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of 
the tithes unto the house of our God, to the 
chambers, into the treasure house* For tlie 
children of Israel and the children of Levi 
shall bring the offering of the corn, of the 
new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, 
where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and 
the priests that minister, and the porters, 
and the singers : and we will not forsake the 
house of our God. 


THE HOLY DAY 


Nehemiah 11, i— 13, 31 


We come to the last picture in this series of drawings which the Chronicler has made 
to convey what he feels is the significance of Israel's history at this period^ and what 
do we find? The city is growing:^ but^ as in our cities to-day^ its life is not all that it should 
be^ especially in its attitude to worship. The Sabbath is profaned. There is a place for 
worships and a mighty wall has been built to keep safe and sacred the holy ground. But 
men are so busy that they find no time for worship. So Nehemiah^ God's guardian of 
man's sacred inheritance and destiny in these formative years^ took the bold step of 
closing the gates of the city during the hallowed hours of the Sabbath. 


1 AND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jeru- And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred 

I Salem : the rest of the people also cast lots, to twenty and eight. And Joel the son of Zichri 

bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the was their overseer: and Judah the son of 
I holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other Senuah was second over the city. 

I cities. And the people blessed all the men. Of the priests : Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, 

! that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jachin. Seraiah the son of Hiikiah, the son 

Jerusalem. of MeshuHam, the son of Zadok, the son of 

Now these are the chief of the province Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of 

that dwelt in Jerusalem: but in the cities of the house of God. And their brethren that 

; Judah 4welt every one in his possession in did the work of the house were eight hundred 

i their cities, to wit, Israel, the priests, and the twenty and two : and Adaiah the son of Jero- 

Levites, and the Nethinims, and the children ham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, 

of Solomon’s servants. And at Jerusalem the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the 

dwelt prtain of tlie children of Judah, and of son of Malchiah, and his brethren, chief of 

the children of Benjamin. Of the children of the fathers, two hundred forty and two : and 

I Judah; Atfiaiah the son of Uzziah, the son Amashai thesonof Azareel, thesonof Ahasai, 

Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 

of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, of the and their brethren, mighty men of valour, an 

children of Perez; and Maaseiah the son of hundred twenty and eight: and their over- 

[ Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son of seer was Zabdiel, the son of one of the great 

I Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, men. 

the son of Zechariah, the son of Shilohi. All Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of 
the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem Hashub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
were four hundred threescore and eight Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; and Shab- 
valiant men. bethai and Jo2abad,ofthe chief of the Levites, 

And these are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu had the oversight of the outward business 

the son of MeshuHam, the son of Joed, the of the house of God. And Mattaniah the son 

son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, 

Maaseiah, the sonof Ithj[el,the sonof Jesaiah. was the principal to begin the thanksgiving 



in prayer: and Bafcbukiah the second among 
his brethren, and Abda the son of Shammua, 
the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. All 
the Levites in the holy city were two hundred 
fourscore and four. 

Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, 
and their brethren that kept the gates, were 
an hundred seventy and two. And the residue 
of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, 
were in all the cities of Judah, every one in 
his inheritance. But the Nethinims dwelt in 
Ophel: and Ziha and Gispa were over the 
Nethinims. 

The overseer also of the Levites at Jeru- 
salem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of 
Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, the singers 
were over the business of the house of God. 
For it was the king’s commandment concern- 
ing them, that a certain portion should be 
for the singers, due for every day. And Petha- 
hiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the children 
of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the king’s 
hand in ail matters concerning the people. 

And for the villages, with their fields, 
some of the children of Judah dwelt at Kir- 
jath-arba, and in the villages thereof, and 
at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at 
Jekabzeel, and in the villages thereof, and at 
Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beth-phelet, 
and at Hazar-shual, and at Beer-sheba, and 
in the villages thereof, and at Ziklag, and at 
Mekonah, and in the villages thereof, and at 
En-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at Jarmuth, 
Zanoah, AduUam, and in their villages, at 
Lachish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, 
and in ihe villages thereof. And they dwelt 
from Beer-sheba unto the valley of Hinnom. 
The children also of Benjamin from Geba 




r villages, and at Anathoth, Nob, 
Elazor, Ramah, Gittaim, Hadid, 


/Seboim, N< 


sions in Judah, and in Benjamin, 

Now these are the priests and the Levites 
that went up with Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezra, Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, Shecha- 
niah, Rehum, Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnetho, 
Abijah, Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, 
and Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, 


NEHEMIAH 12, 30 

which was over the thanksgiving, he and his 
brethren. Also Bakbuldah and Unni, their 
brethren, were over against them in the 
watches. And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim 
also begat EHashib, and Eliashib-begat Joiada, 
and Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan 
begat Jaddua. 

And in the days of Joiakim were priests, 
the chief of the fathers : of Seraiah, Meraiah; 
of Jeremiah, Hananiah ; of Ezra, Meshullam; 
of Amariah, Jehohanan; of Melicu, Jona- 
than;of Shebaniah, Joseph; of Harim, Adna; 
of Meraioth, Helkai; of Iddo, Zechariah; of 
Ginnethon, Meshullam; of Abijah, Zichri; 
of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; of Bilgah, 
Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; and 
of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; of 
Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, 
Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethaneel. 

The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, 
and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded 
chief of the fathers: also the priests, to the 
reign of Darius the Persian. The sons of 
Levi, the chief of the fathers, were written in 
the book of the chronicles, even until the 
days of Johanan the son of Eliashib. And 
the chief of the Levites : Hashabiah, Shere- 
biah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with 
their brethren over against them, to praise 
and to give thanks, according to the com- 
mandment of David the man of God, ward 
over against ward. Mattaniah, and Bak- 
bukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Ad;- 
kub, were porters keeping the ward at the 
thresholds of the gates. These were in the 
days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of 
Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the 
governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 

The Dedication of the Wall 

And at the dedication of the wall of Jeru- 
salem they sought the Levites out of aU their 
places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep 


with harps. Ai 


or the singers 


about Jerusalem, and from the villages of 
Netophathi; also from the house of Gilgal, 
and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth : 
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Then I brought up the princes of Judah 
upon the walh and appointed two great com- 
panies of them that gave thanks^ whereof one 
went on the right hand upon the wall toward 
the dung gate : and after them went Hoshaiah^ 
and half of the princes of Judahs and Aza- 
riahi Ezra^ and Meshullam^ Judah^ and Ben- 
jamin^ and Shemaiaha and Jeremiah^ and 
certain of the priests’ sons with trumpets; 
namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the 
son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the 
son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son 
of Asaph: and his brethren, Shemaiah, and 
Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, 
and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instru- 
ments of David the man of God, and Ezra 
the scribe before them. And at the fountain 
gate, which was over against them, they went 
up by the stairs of the city of David, at the 
going up of the wall, above the house of 
David, even unto the water gate eastward. 

And the other company of them that gave 
thanks went over against them, and I after 
them, and the half of the people upon the 
wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces 
even unto the broad wall ; and from above the 
gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and 
above the fish gate, and the tower of Hana- 
neel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the 
sheep gate: and they stood still in the prison 
gate. So stood the two companies of them 


according to the commandment of David, 
and of Solomon his son. For in the days of 
David and Asaph of old there were chief of 
the singers, and songs of praise and thanks- 
giving unto God. And all Israel in the days 
of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, 
gave the portions of the singers and the por- 
ters, every day his portion: and they sancti- 
fied holy things unto the Levites; and the 
Levites sanctified them unto the children of 
Aaron, 

On that day they read in the book of Moses 
in the audience of the people; and therein 
was found written, that the Ammonite and 
the Moabite should not come into the con- 
gregation of God for ever; because they met 
not the children of Israel with bread and 
with water, but hired Balaam against them, 
that he should curse them: howbeit our God 
turned the curse into a blessing. Now it 
came to pass, when they had heard the law, 
that they separated from Israel all the mixed 
multitude. 

The hordes House 

And before this, Eliashib the priest, having 
the oversight of the chamber of the house of 
our God, was allied unto Tobiah: and he 
had prepared for him a great chamber, where 
aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the 


them together, and set them in their place. 
Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn 
and the new wine and the oil unto the trea- 
suries. And I made treasurers over the trea- 
suries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the 
scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next 
to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the 
son of Mattaniah: for they were counted 
faithful, and their office was to distribute 
unto their brethren. Remember me, O my 
God, concerning this, and wipe not out my 
good deeds that I have done for the house of 
my God, and for the offices thereof. 

The LorcTs Day 

In those days saw I in Judah some tread- 
ing wine presses on the sabbath, and bring- 
ing in sheaves, and lading assess as also wine, 
grapes, and figs, and ail manner of burdens, 
which they brought into Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day: and I testified against them in 
the day wherein they sold victuals. There 
dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought 
fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the 
sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles 
of Judah, and said unto them. What evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the sab- 
bath day? Did not your fathers thus, and 
did not our God bring all this evil upon us, 
and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath 
upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. 

And it came to pass, that when the gates of 
Jerusalem began to be dark before the sab- 
bath, I commanded that the gates should be . 
shut, and charged that they should not be 
opened till after the sabbath: and some of 
my servants set I at the gates, that there 
should no burden be brought in on the sab- 
bath day. So the merchants and sellers of all 
kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once 
or twice. Then I testified against them, and 


NEHEMIAH 13, 31 : 

said unto them. Why lodge ye about the 
wall? if ye do so again, I will lay hands on 
you. From that time forth came they no 
more on the sabbath. And I commanded the 
Levites that they should cleanse themselves, 
and that they should come and keep the gates, 
to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, 
O my God, concerning this also, and spare 
me according to the greatness of thy mercy. 

The LorfTs People 

In those days also saw I Jews that had 
married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and 
of Moab: and their children spake half in 
the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak 
in the Jews’ language, but according to the 
language of each people. And I contended 
with them, and cursed tliem, and smote cer- 
tain of them, and plucked off their hair, and 
made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall 
not give your daughters unto their sons, nor 
take their daughters unto your sons, or for 
yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel 
sin by these things ? yet among many nations 
was there no king like him, who was beloved 
of his God, and God made him king over all 
Israel : nevertlieless even him did outlandish 
women cause to sin. Shall we then hearken 
unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress 
against our God in marrying strange wives? 

And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of 
Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to 
Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased 
him from me. Remember them, O my God, 
because they have defiled the priesthood, and 
the covenant of the priesthood, and of the 
Levites. 

Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, 
and appointed the wards of the priests and 
the Levites, every one in his business; and 
for the wood offering, at times appointed, 
and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my 
God, for good. 


We are fully aware of the problems in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, and of the diificulty of solving 
them. They are mostly of a literary and historical character, and the interested student will turn to the larger 
commentaries for information upon them. But the general reader who is not acquainted with the problems, 
and who has read the introductory note to Nehemiah, might like to know what lies behind the reference to 
the chronology of this period. Briefly, the position is this: Modem scholarship finds many reasons for think- 
ing that the return of the exiles imder 'Bzm followed^ in point of time, the return of Nehemiah, but in the 
Biblical order of the narratives Ezra*s return is placed before Nehemiah’s. 

We have suggested in our introductiory note to Nehemiah that the compiler of the chronicles, if he knew 
the actual order of the events, may have had some genuine reason for not following it. He might have tliought, 
as our notes imply, that he would first of all bring together the material directly connected with the Temple. 
After describing the new building, what could be more natural than to follow it with the account of Ezra 
bringing from exile the people who were to worship in it? Why break the flow of the narrative with a descrip- 
tion of Nehemiah’s return? That could be told when the important story of the Temple had been written. 
First the Temple’s, then the City’s story. How difficult it would have been to get that emphasis by a chrono- 
logical narration of the events. 
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AN OLD-WORLD STORY THAT HAS THE TONE AND 
TEMPER OF PRESENT-DAY NATIONALISM 


In our Bible^ after Ezra and Nehemiah comes the book of Esther. After the building of 
the Temple and the reading of the Book of the Law^ what have we? A glorious chapter 
of history^ of saintly men and women:, holy festivals:, and the people of God pressing 
on with the work of God? Not at alL The day of promise dies. Instead of the new era 
we had hoped to see:, a petty tale of personal and racial ambition:, pride:, 

hatredy and cruel persecution:, with the naming of a day for an annual holiday to cele- 
brate a national victory. This tail-piece to the story of the Temple is deplorable:, but it 
is true to human experience. The great opportunities God gives to first one race and 
then another to bring to pass His glorious promises for mankind are again and again 
frustrated because:, like these people of old^ we are more proud of our clever men and 
beautiful women than we are of the men and women who are after God^s own heart. 
We are more pleased over our national fortunes than we are over the realizing of God^s 
purposes. And we prefer to keep^ with proud refoicing^ a national anniversary to the 
celebration of a religious festival. 

A NATIONAL SAGA Esther 1, i— 10, 3 


N OW it came to pass in the days 
of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus 
which reigned, from India even 
unto Ethiopia, over an hundred 
and seven and twenty provinces;) that in 
those days, when the king Aliasuerus sat 
on the throne of his kingdom, which was 
in Shushan the palace, in the third year 
of his reign, he made a feast unto all his 
princes and his servants; the power of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 
the provinces, being before him: when he 
shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom 
and the honour of his excellent majesty many 
days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 
And when these days were expired, the king 
made a feast unto all the people that were 
present in Shushan the palace, both unto 
great and small, seven days, in the court of 
the garden of the Idng’s palace; where were 
white, green, and blue, hangings, fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver 
rings and pillars of marble : the beds were of 
gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and 
blue, and white, and black, marble. And 
they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the 
vessels being diverse one from another,) and 


royal wine in abundance, according to the 
state of the king. And the drinking was ac- 
cording to the law; none did compel: for so 
the king had appointed to all the ofiicers of 
his house, that they should do according to 
every man’s pleasure. 

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the 
women in the royal house which belonged to 
king Ahasuerus. On the seventh day, when 
the heart of the king was merry wi^ wine, 
he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, 
the seven chamberlains that served in the 
presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring 
Vashti the queen before the king with the 
crown royal, to shew the people and the 
princes her beauty: for she was fair to look 
on. But the queen Vashti refused to come 
at the king’s commandment by his chamber- 
lains : therefore was the king very wroth, and 
his anger burned in him. 

Queen Vashti 

Then the king said to the wise men, which 
knew the times, (for so was the king’s man- 
ner toward all that knew law and judgment: 
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Shethar, and let the maiden which pleaseth the king 
Admatha:, larshish. Meres, Marsena, and be queen instead of Vashti. And the tMr.g 
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and pleased the kingj and he did so. 

Media, which saw the king’s face, and which 

sat the first in the kingdomj) What shall we „ 
do imto the queen Vashti according to law, Esther 

because she hath not performed the com- Now in Shushan the palace there was a 
mandment of the king Ahasuerus by the certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the 
Chamberlins? And Memucan answered be- son of Jair^ the son of Shimeij the son of 
fore the kmg and the princes^ V^hti the Kish^ a Benjamite; who had been carried 
queen hath not done wrong to the king only^ away from J erusalem with the captivity which 

but also to all the princes^ and to all the had been carried away with Jeconiah king of 
people that are in all the provinces of the Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen Babylon had carried away. And he brought 
shall come abroad unto all women, so that up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s 
they shall despise their husbands in their daughter: for she had neither father nor 
eyes, when it shall be reported. The king mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful; 
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to whom Mordecai, when her father and mother 

be brought in before him, but she came not. were dead, took for his own daughter. 

Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media So it came to pass, when the king’s corn- 
say this day unto all the king’s princes, which mandment and his decree was heard, and 
have heard of the deed of the queen. Thus when many maidens were gathered together 
shall there arise too much contempt and unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of 
wrath. If it please the king, let there go a Hegai, that Esther was brought also unto the 
royal commandment from him, and let it be king’s house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper 
written among the laws of the Persians and of the women. And the maiden pleased him, 
the Medes, that it be not altered. That Vashti and she obtained kindness of liim; and he 
come no more before king Ahasuerus; and speedily gave her her things for purification, 
let the king give her royal estate unto anotlier with such things as belonged to her, and seven 
that is better than she. And when the king’s maidens, which were meet to be given her, 
decree which he shall make shall be pub- out of the king’s house rand he preferred her 
lished throughout all his empire, (for it is and her maids unto the best place of the 
great,) all the wives shall give to their hus- house of the women. Esther had not shewed 
bands honour, both to great and small- And her people nor her kindred: for Mordecai 
the saying pleased the king and the princes; had charged her that she should not shew it. 
and the king did according to the word of And Mordecai walked every day before the 
Memucan: for he sent letters into all the court of the women’s house, to know how 
king’s provinces, into every province accord- Esther did, and what should become of her. 
ing to the writing thereof, and to every people Now when every maid’s turn was come to 
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that Esther had prepared. And the king said 
unto Esther at the banquet of wine^ What is 
thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: 
and what is thy request? even to the half of 
the kingdom it shall be performed. Then 
answered Esther^ and said^ My petition and 
my request is; if I have found favour in the 
sight of the king, and if it please the king to 
grant my petition^ and to perform my re- 
quest^ let the king and Haman come to the 
banquet that I shall prepare for them^ and I 
will do to morrow as the king hath said. 


Haman and the King 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful 
and with a glad heart: but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king^s gate^ that he stood 
not up, nor moved for him, he was full of 
indignation against Mordecai. Nevertheless 
Haman refrained himself: and when he came 
home, he sent and called for his friends, and 
Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of 
the glory of his riches, and the multitude of 
his children, and all the things wherein the 
king had promoted him, and how he had 
advanced him above the princes and servants 
of the king. Haman said moreover, Yea, 
Esther the queen did let no man come in 
with the king imto the banquet that she had 
prepared but myself; and to morrow am I 
invited unto her also with the king. Yet all 
this availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. 
Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
unto him. Let a gallows be made of fifty 
cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto 
the king that Mordecai may be hanged there- 
on : then go thou in merrily with the king 
unto the banquet. And the thing pleased 
Haman; and he caused the gallows to be 
made. 

On that night could not the king sleep, and 
he commanded to bring the book of records 
of the chronicles ; and they were read before 
the king. And it was found written, that 
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, 
two of the king’s chamberlains, the keepers 
of the door, who sought to lay hand on the 
king Ahasuerus. And the king said. What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Mor- 
decai for this ? Then said the king’s servants 
that ministered unto him. There is nothing 
done for him. 

And the king said, Who is in the court? 
Now Haman was come into the outward 


court of the king’s house, to speak unto the 
king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that 
he had prepared for him. And the king’s 
servants said unto him. Behold, Haman 
standeth in the court. And the king said. 
Let him come in. So Haman came in. And 
the king said unto him. What shall be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour ? Now Haman thought in his heart, To 
whom would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself? And Haman answered 
the king, For the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour, let the royal apparel be 
brought which the king useth to wear, and 
the horse that the king rideth upon, and the 
crown royal which is set upon his head : and 
let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, 
that they may array the man withal whom 
the king delighteth to honour, and bring him 
on horseback through the street of the city, 
and proclaim before him. Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour. 

Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, 
and take the apparel and the horse, as thou 
hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the 
Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate : let notliing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took 
Haman the apparel and the horse, and ar- 
rayed Mordecai, and brought him on horse- 
back through the street of the city, and 
proclaimed before him. Thus shall it be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. And Mordecai came again to the 
king’s gate. But Haman hasted to Ms house 
mourning, and having Ms head covered. And 
Haman told Zeresh Ms wife and all Ms 
friends every tMng that had befallen Mm. 
Then said Ms wise men and Zeresh his wife 
unto him, If Mordecai be of the seed of the 
Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, 
thou shalt not prevail against Mm, but shalt 
surely fall before Mm. And wMle they were 
yet talking with Mm, came the Idng’s cham- 
berlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto 
the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

Esther^ s Banquet 

So the king and Haman came to banquet 
with Esther the queen. And the king said 
again unto Esther on the second day at the 
banquet of wine. What is thy petition, queen 
Esther? and it shall be granted thee : and what 
is thy request? and it shall be performed. 
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And Mordecai went out from the presence 
of the king in royal apparel of blue and wliite, 
and with a great crown of gold^ and with a 
garment of fine linen and purple: and the 
city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. The 
Jews had lights and gladness^ and joy^ and 
honour. And in every province, and in every 
city, whithersoever the king’s commandment 
and his decree came, the Jews had joy and 
gladness, a feast and a good day. And many 
of the people of the land became Jews; for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

The Massacre 

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the 
month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king’s commandment and his 
decree drew near to be put in execution, in 
the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped 
to have power over them, (though it was 
turned to the contrary, that the Jews had 
rule over them that hated them;) the Jews 
gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought 
their hurt: and no man could withstand 
them; for the fear of them fell upon all peo- 
ple. And all the rulers of the provinces, and 
the lieutenants, and the deputies, and ofiScers 
of the king, helped the Jews ; because the 
fear of Mordecai fell upon them. For Mor- 
decai was great in the king’s house, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces : 
for tills man Mordecai waxed greater and 
greater. Thus the Jews smote aU their 
enemies with the stroke of the sword, and 
slaughter, and destruction, and did what 
they would unto those that hated them. And 
in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and 
destroyed five hundred men. And Par- 
shandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, and 
Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, and 
Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Va- 
jezatha, the ten sons of Haman the son of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew 
they; but on the spoil laid they not their 
hand. 

On that day the number of those that were 
slain in Shushan the palace was brought be- 
fore the king. And the king said unto Esther 
the queen. The Jews have slain and 
destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; 
what have they done in the rest of the 
* What a terrible request for a woman to make. 


king’s provinces? now what is thy .peti- 
tion? and it shall be granted thee: or what 
is thy request further ? and it shall be done. 
Then said Esther, If it please the king, 
let it be granted to the Jews which are in 
Shushan to do to morrow^ also according 
unto this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten 
sons be hanged upon the gallows. And tlie 
king commanded it so to be done : and the de- 
cree was given at Shushan; and they hanged 
Haman’s ten sons. For the Jews that were 
in Shushan gathered themselves together on 
tlie fourteenth day also of the month Adar, 
and slew three himdred men at Shushan; 
but on the prey they laid not their hand. 
But the other Jews that were in the king’s 
provinces gathered themselves together, and 
stood for their lives, and had rest from their 
enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and 
five thousand, but they laid not their hands 
on the prey, on the thirteenth day of the 
month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of 
the same rested they, and made it a day of 
feasting and gladness. But the Jews that were 
at Shushan assembled together on the thir- 
teenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth 
thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
they rested, and made it a day of feasting 
and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the 
villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, 
made the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
a day of gladness and feasting, and a good 
day, and of sending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these tilings, and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both 
nigh and far, to stablish this among them, 
that they should keep the fourteenth day of 
the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the 
same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews 
rested from their enemies, and the month 
which was turned unto them from sorrow 
to joy, and from mourning into a good day : 
that they should make them days of feasting 
and joy, and of sending portions on& to an- 
other, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews 
undertook to do as they had begun, and as 
Mordecai had written unto them; because 
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against 
the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, 
that is, the lot, to consume them, and to 
destroy them; but when Esther came before 
the king, he commanded by letters that his 
wicked device, which he devised against the 
) petition the king fox another day of slaughter. 


The Feast of Purini 


ESTHER 10, 3 


Jews, should return upon Ms own head, and 
that he and Ms sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. 


Wherefore they called these days Purim* 
after the name of Pur. Therefore for all the 
words of tMs letter, and of that wMch they 
had seen concerning tMs matter, and wMch 
had come unto them, the Jews ordained, and 
took upon them, and upon their seed, and 
upon all such as joined themselves unto them, 
so as it should not fail, that they would keep 
these two days according to their writing, 
and according to their appointed time every 
year 5 and that these days should be remem- 
bered and kept throughout every generation, 
every family, every province, and every city; 
and that these days of Purim should not fail 
from among the Jews, nor the memorial of 
them perish from their seed. 


all authority, to confirm tMs second letter of 
Purim. And he sent the letters unto all the 
Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven pro- 
vinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with 
words of peace and truth, to confirm these 
days of Purim in their times appointed, ac- 
cording as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the 
queen had enjoined them, and as they had 
decreed for themselves and for their seed, 
the matters of the fastings and their cry. And 
the decree of Esther confirmed these matters 
of Purim; and it was written in the book. 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon 
the land, and upon the isles of the sea. And all 
the acts of Ms power and of Ms might, and 
the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, 
whereunto the king advanced him, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Media and Persia? For Mor- 
decai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of 
the multitude of Ms brethren, seeking the 
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


JOB to MALACHI 




BOOKS WRITTEN FOR AN HOUR, AND FOR ALL TIME 

AU the books of the Bible, not merely those in this section, form the library of Divine 
Revelation, known to w as Scripture. But from this point we have what we may 
call the literature of Israel, the reflections of its poets, prophets, and wise men, as 
distinct from the records of its historians and lawgivers. 







IN LIVING TONES THE REVELATION OF HEAVEN 

How amazing it seems that the revelation which fell at first from human lips, and which 
has been preserved for us in the written word, should once again be quichened into life and 
given the tenderness and appeal of the human voice. For in the spoken word the accent 
of the heart is heard, and the spirit that lies imprisoned in the letter of the printed page 





MAY NOW BE BROADCAST TO THE WHOLE WORLD 


finds wings in living speech to reach the wandering soul of man. Who can anticipate the 
use that Providence will make of Broadcasting? He who sanctified the hook to His 
service may well be preparing this new development of science for the fuller realization 
of His ever-^glorious purpose. 
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JOB 

LIFE’S DARKEST PROBLEM IN THE LIGHT OF 
HUMAN WISDOM AND THE REVELATION OF GOD 

Questions! Problems! Life is full of them. So^ toO;, are these books ^ from Job to 
MalachL Turn over their pages and you will read the same anxious questions that life 
is putting to yoUs and that you wish you could answer. Approached in this way the 
books have definite modern value. They speak as living voices to any one who is seeking 
wisdom and understanding. 

Up to this point we have been considering the quests of man as these have been 
revealed in the Land^^ the City^ and the Temple. Now we come to his questions; his 
quest for wisdom. We turn from what he has been doing with his life to what he is think'- 
ing about life itself to the world of thought^ and the problems he has to solve there if 
life to him is to have any real value. 

The road to wisdom is long^ and often dark^ but the books before us are like lamps on 
the way. In job^the Psalms^ Proverbs^ Ecclesiastes^and the Song of So?tgs there shines 
the light that comes from the wisdom of experience. In the Prophets we catch the 
brighter gleam of heavenly illumination, 
shining on lifers darkest problem. 

THE PROLOGUE 

was a man in the land of Uzj 
I whose name was Job ; and that man 

i was perfect and upright^ and one 
that feared God^ and eschewed evil. 

And there were born unto him seven sons 
and three daughters. His substance also was 
seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and 
five hundred she asses, and a very great 
household.; so that tiiis man was the greatest 
of ail the men of the east. And his sons went 
and feasted in their houses, every one his 
day; and sent and called for their three sis- 
ters to eat and to drink with them. And it 
was so, when the days of their feasting were 
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the num- 
ber of them all: for Job said. It may be that 
my sons have sinned, and cursed God in 
their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

In Heaven^ s Court 

Now there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence 
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The first of these welcome lamps is Job^ 


Job 1, 1—2, 13 

comest thou? Then Satan answered the 
Lord, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in 
it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an up- 
right man, one that feareth God, and eschew- 
eth evil? Then Satan answered the Lord, 
and said. Doth Job fear God for nought? 
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, 
and about his house, and about all that he 
hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is in- 
creased in the land. But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch all that he hath, and he will 
curse thee to thy face. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth 
thine hand. So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord. 

The First Test 

And there was a day when his sons and his 
daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house: and there came 
a messenger unto Job, and said. The oxen 
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside 




JOB 2 , 10 

them: and the Sabeans fell uponthem^ and wine in their eldest brother's house: and> 
took them away; yea^ they have slain the behold^ there came a great wind from the 
servants with the edge of the sword; and I wilderness^ and smote the four corners of 
only am escaped alone to tell thee. While the house, and it fell upon the young men, 
he was yet speaking, there came also another, and they are dead; and I only am escaped 
and said, The fire of God is fallen from alone to tell thee, 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and 

the servants^ and consumed them; and I only ^ . 

am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was ^ Triumph 

yet speaking, there came also another, and Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
said. The Chaldeans made out three bands, shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
and fell upon the camels, and have carried ground, and worshipped, and said. Naked 
them away, yea, and slain the servants with came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked 
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped shall I return thither; the Loed gave, and 
alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
there came also another, and said, Thy sons name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned 
and thy daughters were eating and drinking not, nor charged God foolishly. 


THE PROBLEM /06 2 , 1-13 j 

We need not discuss whether the prose story and the poetic dialogue are^ as some thinks j 1 

separate works written by different people. For every problem has two sides^ and there i ■ 

is nothing to be said against each side having its own advocate. The important thing j ■ 
to remember is that the problem the book sets before us has to be viewed from two stand’* 1 1 

points^ that of heaven and that of earth. Briefly ^ the problem is this: Will the link - i 

that exists between God and man^ the spiritual link of a personal relationships stand 1 | 

the strain that life in its severest trials puts upon it? Obviously such a question must be !; i 

answered by both parties to the bonds ifs os in this cases each can answer for the \ j 

others their declarations have double weight. God answers firsts in reply to the doubt (: | 

thrown on marCs integrity and steadfastness s with words that can only means Man will .j ( 

prove himself to he more than equal to anything life can put upon him. In Job he does. \ \ 

But what of JoVs view of God? Does not life as he knows it deny that God is in friendly ; 

relationship with him? He has one answers In the hurricane that swept over me He was j j 
near. I know that my Redeemer liveth {Job 19, 25). 1*1 

The Second Council a man hath will he give for his life. But put I ^ 

Again there was a day when the sons of hand now, and touch his bone f ^ 

God came to present themselves before the ^hy r 5 

Lord, and Satan came also among them to ^d the Lord said mto Sat^, Be- ' ? 

present himself before the Lord. And the hold, he is in thine hand; but save his hfe. : 

Lord said imto Satan, From whence comest 

thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and rrr j rr> . js • 7 ' 

said, From going to and fro in the earth, and ^ Second 2 est and 1 numph | j 

from walking up and down in it. And the So went Satan forth from the presence of || 

Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils i ' 

my servant Job, that there is none Hke him in from the sole of his foot unto his crown. t 

the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one And he took him a potsherd to scrape him- || 

that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and self withal; and he sat down among the ;j| 

still he holdeth fast his integrity, although ashes. Then said his wife unto hm Dost || 

thou movedst me against him, to destroy thou still retain thine integrity ? curse God, 

him without cause. And Satan answered the and die. But he said unto her. Thou speak- 

Lgrd, and said. Skin for skin, yea, all that est as one of the foolish women speaketh. 




JOB 2, 10 

What? shall we receive good at the hand of with him and to comfort him. And when 
Godj and shall we not receive evil? In all they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew 
this did not Job sin with his lips. him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept^ 

Now when Job’s three friends heard of all and they rent every one his mantle, and 
this evil that was come upon him, they came sprinkled dust upon their heads toward 
every one from his own place; Eliphaz the heaven. So they sat down with him upon 
Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zo- the ground seven days and seven nights, 
phar the Naamathite: for they had made an and none spake a word unto him: for they 
appointment together to come to mourn saw that his grief was very great. 


WHEN SORROW COMES 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEART OF EXPERIENCE 


JOB CHAPTERS 3, i— 31, 40 

There is a reason jor the sorrows that afflict human lifcy says this outspoken book^ hut it 
is not always the reason men give. Very often they do not know it; in fact they cannot 
know ityforit lies on the other side of lifers curtain^ in the counsel of God^ and anything 
men say is wide of the mark. That is why this dialogue is so different from the prologue. 
Let us then:, says the writer:, be honest about it:, and put down exactly what we feel; that 
life is at times a tragic experience and we do not understand it:, that it is terrible to hear:, 
and shakes our faith to its very foundations. But is this all that can he said about it? 
No^ answers Job at the end of the discussion, I know all this:, b have been through it 
But sorrow:, I have founds can he also a mystic experience^ a spiritual:, sacramental 
opportunity. There is something more in life than scholasticism^ reason^ and argument 
can ever discover; something that only experience can bring to light 


JoVs Lament 

Apter this opened Job his mouth, and cursed 
his day. And Job spake, and said. 

Let the day perish wherein I was bom, 
And the night in which it was said. There 
is a man child conceived. 

Let that day be darkness; 

Let not God regard it from above. 

Neither let the light shine upon it. 

Let darkness and the shadow of death 
stain it; 

Let a cloud dwell upon it; 

Let the blackness of the day terrify it. 

As for that night, let darkness seize upon 
it; 

Let it not be joined unto the days of 
the year. 

Let it not come into the number of the 
months. 

Lo, let that night be solitary. 

Let no joyful voice come therein. 
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Let them curse it that curse the day, 

Who are ready to raise up their mourning. 
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be 
dark; 

Let it look for light, but have none; 
Neither let it see the dawning of the day: 
Because it shut not up the doors of my 
mother’s womb. 

Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 


Why died I not from the womb? 

Why ^d I not give up the ghost when I 
came out of the belly? 

Why did the knees prevent me? 

Or why the breasts that I should suck? 
For now should I have lain still and been 
quiet, 

I should have slept : then had I been at rest. 
With kings and coimsellors of the earth, 
Which built desolate places for themselves ; 
Or with princes that had gold, 

Who filled their houses with silver: 







MANY DIFFERENT VIEWS ARE EXPRESSED 


Th^ are put forward with condderahle learnings and are not as antiquated as we might 
suppose. Indeed^ some of the arguments used by JoVs friends are still popular and^ 
although confuted herCy they are frequently repeated in present-day discussions of the 
problem. 


For the thing which I greatly feared is 
come upon me. 

And that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me. 

I was not in safety, neither had I rest, 
neither was I quiets 

Yet trouble came. 

Then ELIFIIAZ th^ Temanite answered 
and said, ■ 

If we assay to commune with thee, wilt 
thou be grieved? 

But who can withhold himself from speak- 
ing? 

Behold, thou hast instructed many. 

And thouhast strengthened the weak bands. 

Thy words have upholden him that was 
falling. 

And thou hast strengthened the feeble 
knees. 

But now it is come upon thee, and thou 
faintest^ 

It toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 


Or as an hidden imtimely birth I had not 
been; 

As infants which never saw light. 

There the wicked cease from troubling; 
And there the weary be at rest. 

There the prisoners rest together; 

They hear not the voice of the oppressor. 
The small and great are there; 

And the servant is free from his master. 


Wherefore is light given to him that is 
inmisery, 

And life unto the bitter in soul; 

Which long for death, but it cometh not; 
And dig for it more than for hid treasures; 
Which rejoice exceedingly. 

And are glad, when they can find the grave ? 
Why is light given to a man whose way is 
hid. 

And whom God hath hedged in? 

For my sighing cometh before I eat. 

And my roarings are poured out like the 
waters. 




JOB 4, 6 

Is not this thy fear^ thy confidence. 

Thy hope, and the uprightness of thy 
ways ? 

Remember, I pray thee, who ever per- 
ished, being innocent? 

Or where were the righteous cut off? 

Even as I have seen, they that plow 
iniquity, 

And sow wickedness, reap the same. 

By the blast of God they perish. 

And by the breath of his nostrils are they 
consumed. 

The roaring of the lion, and the voice of 
the fierce lion, 

And the teeth of the young lions, are 
broken. 

The old Hon perisheth for lack of prey. 
And the stout Hon’s whelps are scattered 
abroad. 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me. 
And mine ear received a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night. 
When deep sleep falleth on men. 

Fear came upon me, and trembling. 
Which made all my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit passed before my face; 

The hair of my flesh stood up : 

It stood still, but I could not discern the 
form ther 
An image w 

JL XACXC WaD 

Shall mortal 
Shall a man 
Behold, he 
Andhisang 
How much 

Whose four 
Which are < 


His children are far from safety. 

And they are crushed in the gate. 

Neither is there any to deHver them. 
Whose harvest the himgry eateth up. 

And taketh it even out of the thorns. 

And the robber swalloweth up their sub- 
stance. 

Although affliction cometh not forth of 
the dust. 

Neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground; 

Yet man is born unto trouble. 

As the sparks fly upward. 

I would seek unto God, 

And unto God would I commit my cause: 
Which doeth great things and unsearch- 
able; 

Marvellous things without number: 

Who giveth rain upon the eartli. 

And sendeth waters upon the fields: 

To set up on high those that be low; 

That those which mourn may be exalted 
to safety. 

He disappointeth the devices of the crafty. 
So that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprise. 

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: 
And the counsel of die froward is carried 
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JOB 6, 30 

Is there iniquity in my tongue? 

Cannot my taste discern perverse things? 

Is there not an appointed time to man 
upon earth? 

Are not his days also like the days of an 
hireling? 

As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow^ 
And as an hireling looketh for the reward 
of his work: 

So am I made to possess months of vanity^ 
And wearisome nights are appointed to 
me. 

When I lie down^ I say^ 

When shall I arise^ and the night be gone? 
And I am full of tossings to and fro unto 
the dawning of the day. 

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods 
of dust; 

My skin is broken^ and become loathsome. 
My days are swifter than a weaver’s 
shuttle^ 

And are spent without hope. 

0 remember that my life is wind; 

Mine eye shall no more see good. 

The eye of him that hath seen me shall 
see me no more: 

Thine eyes are upon me^ and I am not. 
As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth 
away: 

So he that goeth down to the grave shall 
come up no more. 

He shall return no more to his house, 
Neither shall his place know him any 
more. 

Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; 

1 will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 

I will complain in the bitterness of my 

soul. 

Am I a sea3 or a whale. 

That thou settest a watch over me? 

When I say. My bed shall comfort me. 
My couch shall ease my complaint; 

Then thou scarest me with dreams. 

And terriflest me through visions : 

So that my soul chooseth strangling. 

And death rather tlian my life, 

I loathe it; I would not live alway: 

Let me alone; for my days are vanity. 
What is man,^ that thou shouldest magnify 
him? 


And that thou shouldest set thine heart 
upon him? 

And that thou shouldest visit him every 
morning, 

And try him every moment? 

How long wilt thou not depart from me. 
Nor let me alone till I swallow down my 
spittle? 

I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, 
O thou preserver of men? 

Why hast thou set me as a mark against 
thee. 

So that I am a burden to myself? 

And why dost thou not pardon my trans- 
gression, and take away mine iniquity? 
For now shall I sleep in the dust; 

And thou shalt seek me in the morning, 
but I shall not be. 

Then answered BILDAD the Shuhite, and 
said. 

How long wilt thou speak these things ? 
And how long shall the words of thy 
mouth be like a strong wind? 

Doth God pervert judgment? 

Or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 

If thy children have sinned against him, 
And he have cast them away for their 
transgression; 

If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes. 
And make thy supplication to the Al- 
mighty; 

If thou wert pure and upright; 

Surely now he would awake for thee. 

And make the habitation of thy righteous- 
ness prosperous. 

Though thy beginning was small. 

Yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 

For enquire, I pray thee, of the former 

And prepare thyself to the search of their 
fathers: 

(For we are but of yesterday, and know 
nothing. 

Because our days upon earth are a shadow :) 
Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee. 
And utter words out of their heart? 

Can the rush grow up without mire? 
Can the flag grow without water? 


^ Along with these words of Job we should read Ps. 8, 4, How differently the insignificance of man im- 
presses different peopiel Says Job, Why should God interest Himself in such an insignificant creature as man, 
or seek to catch him in a fault? Says the Psalmist, How wonderful that God should visit such an insignificant 
creature as man and make him His vicegerent over Creation. Our different moods reflect similar outlooks. 



Whilst it is yet in his greenness/ and not 
cut down^ 

It withereth before any other herb. 

So are the paths of all that forget God; 
And the hypocrite’s hope shall perish: 
Whose hope shall be cut off, 

And whose trust shall be a spider’s web. 
He shall lean upon his house^ but it shall 
not stand: 

He shall hold it fast^ but it shall not 
endure. 

He is green before the sun^ 

And his branch shooteth forth in his 
garden. 

His roots are wrapped about the heap^ 
And seeth the place of stones. 

If he destroy him from his place. 

Then it shall deny him, saying, I have not 
seen thee. 

Behold, this is the joy of his way. 

And out of the earth shall others grow. 

Behold, God will not cast away a perfect 
man. 

Neither will he help the evil doers : 

Till he fill thy mouth with laughing. 

And thy lips with rejoicing. 

They that hate thee shall be clothed with 
shame; 

And the dwelling place of the wicked 
shall come to nought. 

Then JOB answered and said,^ 

I know it is so of a truth: 

But how should man be just with God? 
If he will contend with him. 

He cannot answer him one of a thousand. 
He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 
Who hath hardened himself against him, 
and hath prospered? 

Which removeth the mountains, and they 
know not: 

Which Gverturneth them in his anger. 
Which shaketh the earth out of her place. 
And the pillars thereof tremble. 

Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth 
not; 

And sealeth up the stars. 

Which alone spreadeth out the heavens. 
And treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 
Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and 
Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south. 


JOB 9 , 27 

Which doeth great things past finding 
out; 

Yea, and wonders without number. 

Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: 

He passeth on also, but I perceive him 
not. 

Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder 
him? 

Who will say imto him. What doest thou? 

If God will not withdraw his anger. 
The proud helpers do stoop under him. 
How much less shall I answer him. 

And choose out my words to reason with 
him? 

Whom, though I were righteous, yet 
would I not answer. 

But I would make supplication to my 
judge. 

If I had called, and he had answered me; 
Yet would I not believe that he had 
hearkened unto my voice. 

For he breaketh me with a tempest. 

And multiplieth my wounds without 
cause. 

He will not suffer me to take my breath, 
But fiUeth me with bitterness. 

If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong; 
And if of judgment, who shall set me a 
time to plead? 

If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall 
condemn me: 

If I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove 
me perverse. 

Though I were perfect, yet would I not 
know my soxil: 

I would despise my life. 

This is one thing, therefore I said it. 

He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 
If the scourge slay suddenly. 

He win laugh at the trial of the innocent. 
The earth is given into the hand of the 
wicked: 

He covereth the faces of the judges thereof ; 
If not, where, and who is he? 

Now my days are swifter than a post: 
They flee away, they see no good. 

They are passed away as the swift ships: 

As the eagle that hasteth to the prey. 

If I say, I will forget my complaint, 

I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort 
myself: 


^ What depths of anguish are reached in this speech of Job’s! Yet all the^time at back of his mind, 
and behind the thoughts of God that deepen the darkness of his despair, there is no denial of God. The cries 
that escape from his lips are more in the nature of appeals than accusations. 
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JOB 9, 28 

I am afraid of ali my sorrows, 

I know that thou wilt not hold me inno- 
cent. 

If I be wicked. 

Why then labour I in vain? 

If I wash myself with snow water. 

And make my hands never so clean; 

Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch. 
And mine own clothes shall abhor me. 
For he is not a man, as I am, that I should 
answer him. 

And we should come together in judgment. 
Neither is there any daysman betwixt us. 
That might lay his hand upon us both. 
Let him take his rod away from me. 

And let not his fear terrify me: 

Then would I speak, and not fear him; 
But it is not so with me. 

My soul is weary of my life; 

I will leave my complaint upon myself; 

I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 

I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; 
Shew me wherefore thou contendest with 
me. 

Is it good xmto thee that thou shouldest 
oppress. 

That thou shouldest despise the work of 
thine hands. 

And shine upon the counsel of the wicked ? 
Hast thou eyes of flesh? 

Or seest thou as man seeth? 

Are thy days as the days of man? 

Are thy years as man’s days. 

That thou enquirest after mine iniquity. 
And searchest after my sin? 

Thou knowest that l am not wicked ; 

And there is none that can deliver out of 
thine hand. 

Thine hands have made me and fashioned 
me 

Together round about; yet thou dost 
destroy me. 

Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast 
made me as the clay; 

And wilt thou bring me into dust again? 
Hast thou not poured me out as mill;. 


And curdled me like cheese? 

Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh. 

And hast fenced me with bones and 
sinews. 

Thou hast granted me life and favour. 

And thy visitation hath preserved my 
spirit. 

And these things hast thou liid in thine 
heart: 

I know that this is with thee. 

If I sin, then thou markest me. 

And thou wilt not acquit me from mine 
iniquity. 

If I be wicked, woe unto me; 

And if I be righteous, yet will I not lift 
up my head. 

I am full of confusion; 

Therefore see thou mine affliction; 

For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a 
fierce lion: 

And again thou shewest thyself marvellous 
upon me. 

Thou renewest thy witnesses against me. 

And increasest thine indignation upon me; 

Changes and war are against me. 

Wherefore then hast thou brought me 
forth out of the womb ? 

Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no 
eye had seen me I 

I should have been as though I had not 
been; 

I should have been carried from the womb 
to the grave. 

Are not my days few? cease then. 

And let me alone, that ! may take comfort 
a little. 

Before I go whence I shall not return. 

Even to the land of darkness and the 
shadow of death; 

A land of darkness, as darkness itself; 

And of the shadow of death, without any 
order. 

And where the light is as darkness. 

Then answered ZOPHAR^ the NaamatMte, 
and said. 


* Zophar is a man of independent judgment and strong convictions; he does not mind what he says or how 
he says it. His main idea is that God knows better than man the wrong man has done, and man is not as good 
as he tiiinks he is. The first speaker Eliphaz has a kindlier disposition, and is the most sympathetic of the friends. 
Sin, he says, is general and caused by our frailty, but if a man repents, God will restore him to favour, Bildad’s 
tone is between those of Zophar and Eliphaz. In his views he takes his stand on the side of current popular 
belief. God deals with men according to their deserts, and if we see things that seem to contradict this view, 
ttoe will eventually prove that any success the wicked have is only temporary, and the afflictions of the 
righteous will soon be over. None of them would accept Job’s statement that he does not deserve the calamities 
that have befallen him, and that he finds it difficult to reconcile his eicperiences with belief in God’s righteous- 
.ness.;,-,-' 







JOB 15,15 

Beiiold, he putteth no trust in Ms samts; 
Yea, the heavens are not clean in Ms sight. 
How much more abominable and filthy is 
man, 

WMch drinketh iniquity like water? 

I will shew thee, hear me; 

And that wMch I have seen I will declare; 
WMch wise men have told 
From their fathers, and have not Md 
it: 

Unto whom alone the earth was given. 
And no stranger passed among them. 

The wicked man travaileth with pain all 
Ms days. 

And the number of years is Mdden to the 
oppressor. 

A dreadful sound is in Ms ears: 

In prosperity the destroyer shall come 
upon him. 

He believeth not that he shall return out 
of darkness. 

And he is waited for of the sword. 

He wandereth abroad for bread, saying. 
Where is it? 

He knoweth that the day of darkness is 
ready at Ms hand. 

Trouble and anguish shall make Ifim 
afraid; 

They shall prevail against Mm, as a king 
ready to the battle. 

For he stretcheth out Ms hand against 
God, 

And strengtheneth Mmself against the 
Almighty, 

He runneth upon Mm, even on Ms neck. 
Upon the tMck bosses of Ms bucklers: 
Because he covereth Ms face with his fat- 
ness. 

And maketh collops of fat on Ms flanks. 
And he dwelleth in desolate cities. 

And in houses wMch no man inhabiteth, 
WMch are ready to become heaps. 

He shall not be rich, neither shall Ms sub- 
stance continue, 

Neither shall he prolong the perfection 
thereof upon the earth. 

He shall not depart out of darkness; 

The flame shall dry up Ms branches. 

And by the breath of Ms mouth shall he 
go away. 

Let not him that is deceived trust in 
vanity: 

For vanity shall be Ms recompence. 

It shall be accomplished before Ms time. 
And his branch shall not be green. 


He shall shake of£ Ms unripe grape as the 
vine. 

And shaU cast off Ms flower as the olive. 

For the congregation of hypocrites shall 
be desolate. 

And fire shall consume the tabernacles of 
bribery. 

They conceive miscMef, and bring forth 
vanity, 

And their belly prepareth deceit. 


I have heard many such things: 

Miserable comforters are ye all. 

Shall vain words have an end? 

Or what emboldeneth thee that thou 
answerest? 

I also could speak as ye do; 

If your soul were in my souFs stead, 

I could heap up words against you. 

And shake mine head at you. 

But I would strengthen you with my 
mouth. 

And the moving of my lips should asswage 
your grief. 

Though I speak, my grief is not 
asswaged: 

And though I forbear, what am I eased? 

But now he hath made me weary: 

Thou hast made desolate all my company. 

And thou hast fiUed me with wrinldes, 
wMch is a witness against me : 

And my leanness rising up in me bear- 
eth witness to my face. 

He teareth me in Ms wratli, who hateth 
me: 

He gnasheth upon me with Ms teeth; 

Mine enemy sharpeneth Ms eyes upon me. 

They have gaped upon me with their 
mouth; 

They have smitten me upon the cheek 
reproachfully; 

They have gathered themselves together 
against me. 

God hath delivered me to the ungodly. 

And turned me over into the hands of the 
wicked, 

I was at ease, but he hath broken me 
asunder: 

He hath also taken me by my neck, and 
shaken me to pieces, 

And set me up for Ms mark. 

His archers compass me round about. 

He cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth 
not spare; 


Then JOB answered and said. 





THE PROBLEM THAT IS UNDER DISCUSSION 

A whirlwind introduces the problem:^ and in the end a whirlwind closes the discussion* 
All the calamities that fall upon mankindy upon the just and the unjust without 
tinctiony are covered by this dramatic figure of an uncontrollable and devastating 
cataclysm of nature. 


He poureth out my gail upon the ground. 
He breaketh me with breach upon breach^ 
He runneth upon me like a giant. 

I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin. 
And defiled my horn in the dust. 

My face is foul with weeping. 

And on my eyelids is the shadow of 
deaths 

Not for any injustice in mine hands: 

Also my prayer is pure. 

O earth, cover not thou my blood. 

And let my cry have no place. 

Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven. 
And my record is on high. 

My friends scorn me: 

But mine eye poureth out tears imto 
God. 

O that one might plead for a man with 
God, 

As a man pleadeth for his neighbourl 
When a few years are come. 

Then I shall go the way whence I shall 
not return. 

My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct. 
The graves are ready for me. 


Are there not mockers with me ? 

And doth not mine eye continue in their 
provocation? 

Lay down now, put me in a surety with 
thee; 

Who is he that will strike hands with me? 
For thou hast hid their heart from under- 
standing: 

Therefore shalt thou not exalt them. 

He that speaketh flattery to his friends. 
Even the eyes of his children shall fail. 

He hath made me also a byword of the 
people; 

And aforetime I was as a tabret. 

A^e eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, 
An^ all my members are as a shadow. 
Upright men shall be astonied at this. 
And the innocent shall stir up himself 
against the hypocrite. 

The righteous iso shall hold on his way. 
And he that hath clean hands shall be 
stronger and stronger. 

But as for you all, do ye return, and come 
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JOB 17/10 

For I caimot find one wise man among 
you. 

My days are past, my purposes are broken 
off, 

Even the thoughts of my heart. 

They change the xiight into day: 

The light is short because of darkness. 

If I wait, the grave is mine house: 

I have made my bed in the darkness. 

I have said to corruption. Thou art my 
father: 

To the worm^ Thou art my mother, and 
my sister. 

And where is now my hope? 

As for my hope, who shall see it? 

They shall go down to the bars of the 
pit. 

When our rest together is in the dust. 


Then answered BILDAD the Shuhite, and 
said. 

How long will it be ere ye make an end 
of words? 

Mark, and afterwards we will speak. 
Wherefore are we counted as beasts. 

And reputed vile in your sight? 

He teareth himself in his anger: 

Shall the earth be forsaken for thee? 

And shall the rock be removed out of his 
place? 

Yea, the light of the wicked shall be 
put out. 

And the spark of his fire shall not shine. 
The light shall be dark in his tabernacle. 
And his candle shall be put out with him. 
The steps of his strength shall be strai- 
tened. 

And his own counsel shall cast him down. 
For he is cast into a net by his own feet. 
And he walketh upon a snare. 

The gin shall take him by the heel. 

And the robber shall prevail against him. 
The snare is laid for him in the ground. 
And a trap for him in the way. 

Terrors shall make him afraid on every 
side. 

And shall drive him to his feet. 

His strength shall be hungerbitten. 

And destruction shall be ready at his side. 
It shall devour the strength of his skin: 
Even the firstborn of death shall devour 
his strength. 

His confidence shall be rooted out of his 
tabernacle. 


And it shall bring him to the king of 
terrors. 

It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it 
is none of his: 

Brimstone shall be scattered upon his 
habitation. 

His roots shall be dried up beneath, 

And above shall his branch be cut off. 
His remembrance shall perish from the 
earth. 

And he shaU have no name in the street. 
He shall be driven from light into dark- 
ness. 

And chased out of the world. 

He shall neither have son nor nephew 
among his people. 

Nor any remaining in his dwellings. 

They that come after him shall be astonied 
at his day. 

As they that went before were affrighted. 
Surely such are the dwellings of the 
wicked. 

And this is the place of him that know’-eth 
not God. 

Then JOB answered and said. 

How long will ye vex my soul. 

And break me in pieces with words? 
These ten times have ye reproached me: 
Ye are not ashamed that ye make your- 
selves strange to me. 

And be it indeed that I have erred. 

Mine error remaineth with myself. 

If indeed ye will magnify yourselves 
against me. 

And plead against me my reproach: 
Know now that God hath overthrown me. 
And hath compassed me with his net. 

Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not 
heard: 

I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

He hath fenced up my way that I cannot 
pass. 

And he hath set darkness in my paths. 

He hath stripped me of my glory^ 

And taken the crown from my head. 

He hath destroyed me on every side, and 
I am gone: 

And mine hope hath he removed like a 
tree. ■ 

He hath also kindled his wrath against 
me, 

And he counteth me unto him as one of 
his enemies. 




JOB 20, 13 

Though he spare and forsake it not; 

But keep it still within his mouth: 

Yet his meat in his bowels is turned^ 

It is the gall of asps within him. 

He hath swallowed down riches, and he 
shall vomit them up again: 

God shall cast them out of his belly. 

He shall suck the poison of asps : 

The viper’s tongue shall slay him. 

He shall not see the rivers. 

The floods, the brooks of honey and 
butter. 

That which he laboured for shall he re- 
store. 

And shall not swallow it down: 

According to his substance shall the 
restitution be, and he shall not rejoice 
therein. 

Because he hath oppressed and hath for- 
saken the poor; 

Because he hath violently taken away an 
house which he builded not; 

Surely he shall not feel quietness in his 
belly. 

He shall not save of that which he de- 
sired. 

There shall none of his meat be left; 

Therefore shall no man look for his 
goods. 

In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be 
in straits: 

Every hand of the wicked shall come upon 
him. 

When he is about to fill his belly, 

God shall cast the fury of his wrath upon 
him. 

And shall rain it upon him while he is 
eating. 

He shall flee from the iron weapon. 

And the bow of steel shall strilte him 
through. 

It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; 

Yea, the glittering sword cometh out of 
his gall: 

Terrors are upon him. 

All darkness shall be hid in his secret 
places; 

A fire not blown shall consume him; 

It shall go iH with him that is left in his 
tabernacle. 

The heaven shall reveal his iniquity; 

And the earth shall rise up against him. 


The increase of his house shall depart, 
And his goods shall flow away in the day 
of his wrath. 

This is the portion of a wicked man from 
God, 

And the heritage appointed unto him by 
God. 


Hear diligently my speech. 

And let this be your consolations. 

Suffer me that I may speak; 

And after that I have spoken, mock on.^ 
As for me, is my complaint to man? 

And if it were so, why should not my 
spirit be troubled? 

Mark me, and be astonished. 

And lay your hand upon your mouth. 
Even when I remember I am afraid. 

And trembling taketh hold on my flesh. 
Wherefore do the wicked live. 

Become old, yea, are mighty in power? 
Their seed is established in their sight 
with them. 

And their offspring before their eyes. 
Their houses are safe from fear. 

Neither is the rod of God upon them. 
Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; 
Their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf. 
They send forth their little ones like a 
flock, 

And their children dance. 

They take the timbrel and harp, 

And rejoice at the sound of the organ. 
They spend their days in wealth, 

And in a moment go down to the grave. 
Therefore they say unto God, Depart 
from us; 

For we desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways. 

What is the Almighty, that we should 
serve him? 

And what profit should we have, if we 
pray unto him? 

Lo, their good is not in their hand: 

The counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

How oft is the candle of the wicked put 
out! 

And how oft cometh their destruction 
upon them! 


But job answered and said. 


^ Job is becoming exasperated. This speech is hardly that of a man who, a few moments before, had given 
expression to a vision of faith. But the moods of sufferers racked with pain change quickly. Besides, the last 
speaker had, made it evident to him that the so-called friends were more interested in propounding their 
theories than in getting at the truth. 
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JOB 22, 21 

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be 
at peace: 

Thereby good shall come unto thee. 

Receive, I pray thee, the law from his 
mouth. 

And lay up his words in thine heart. 

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt 
be built up. 

Thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy 
tabernacles. 

Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust. 

And the gold of Ophir as the stones of the 
brooks. 

Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence. 

And thou shalt have plenty of silver. 

For then shalt thou have thy delight in the 
Almighty, 

And shalt lift up thy face xmto God. 

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, 
and he shall hear thee. 

And thou shalt pay thy vows. 

Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it 
shall be established unto thee: 

And the light shall shine upon thy ways. 

When men are cast down, then thou shalt 
say. There is lifting up; 

And he shall save the humble person. 

He shall deliver the island of the innocent: 

And it is delivered by the pureness of thine 
hands. 

Then JOB answered and said,^ 

Even to day is my complaint bitter: 

My stroke is heavier than my groaning. 

Oh that I knew where I might find him! 

That I might come even to his seat! 

I would order my cause before him. 

And fill my mouth with arguments. 

I would know the words which he would 
answer me. 

And xmderstand what he would say unto 
me. 

Win he plead against me with his great 
power? 

No; but he would put strength in me. 

There the righteous might dispute with 
him; 

So should I be delivered for ever from my 
judge. 

Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 

And backward, but I cannot perceive 
him: 


On the left hand, where he doth work, but 
I cannot behold him: 

He hideth himself on the right hand, that 
I cannot see liim : 

But he knoweth the way that I take: 

When he hath tried me, I shall come forth 
as gold. 

My foot hath held his steps. 

His way have I kept, and not declined. 

Neitlier have I gone back from the com- 
mandment of his lips; 

I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food. 

But he is in one mind, and who can turn 
him? 

And what his soul desireth, even that he 
doeth. 

For he performeth the thing that is ap- 
pointed for me: 

And many such things are with him. 

Therefore am I troubled at his presence: 

When I consider, I am afraid of him. 

For God maketh my heart soft. 

And the Almighty troubleth me: 

Because I was not cut off before the dark- 
ness. 

Neither hath he covered the darkness from 
my face. 

Why, seeing times^ are not hidden from 
the Almighty, 

Do they that know him not see his days? 

Some remove the landmarks ; 

They violently take away flocks, and feed 
thereof. 

They drive away the ass of the fatherless, 

They take the widow’s ox for a pledge. 

They turn the needy out of the way : 

The poor of the earth hide themselves 
together. 

Behold, as wild asses in the desert. 

Go they forth to their work; rising betimes 
for a prey: 

The wilderness yieldeth food for them 
and for their children. 

They reap every one his corn in the field: 

And they gather the vintage of the wicked. 

They cause the naked to lodge without 
clothing. 

That they have no covermg in the cold. 

They are wet with the showers of the 
mountains. 


* Job in this speech passes from his own suffering to the world-problem of universal suffering. The fact that 
God will eventually vindicate him does not make the present state of the world any more intelligible. 

^ The R.V. rendering is : *Why are times not laid up by the Almighty?* Or, why are there not days of judg- 
ments now and then, to put things right? 
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JOB 26, 10 

He hath compassed the waters with 
bounds^ 

Until the day and night come to an end. 
The pillars of heaven tremble 
And are astonished at his reproof. 

He divideth the sea with his power. 

And by his understanding he smiteth 
through the proud. 

By his spirit he hath garnished the hea- 
vens ; 

His hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 
Lo, these are parts of his ways: 

But how little a portion is heard of him ? 
But the thtmder of his power who can 
understand?^ 

Moreover Job continued his parable, and 
said. 

As God liveth, who hath taken away my 
judgment; 

And the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; 
All the while my breath is in me. 

And the spirit of God is in my nostrils; 
My lips shall not speak wickedness. 

Nor my tongue utter deceit. 

God forbid that I should justify you: 

Till I die I will not remove mine integrity 
from me. 

My righteousness I hold fast, and will not 
let it go: 

My heart shall not reproach me so long 
as I live. 

^Let mine enemy be as the wicked. 

And he that riseth up against me as the 
unrighteous. 

For what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained. 

When God taketh away his soul? 

Will God hear his cry 

When trouble cometh upon him? 

Will he delight himself in the Almighty? 
Will he always call upon God? 

I will teach you by the hand of God: 
That which is with the Almighty will I 
not conceal. 

Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; 
Why then are ye thus altogether vain ? 
This is the portion of a wicked man with 
God, 

And the heritage of oppressors, which 
they shall receive of the Almighty. 


If his children be multiplied, it is for the 
sword: 

And his offspring shall not be satisfied 
with bread. 

Those that remain of him shall be buried 
in death: 

And his widows shall not weep. 

Though he heap up silver as the dust. 
And prepare raiment as the clay; 

He may prepare it, but the just shall put 
it on. 

And the innocent shall divide the silver. 
He buildeth his house as a moth, 

And as a booth that the keeper maketh. 
The rich man shall lie down, but he shall 
not be gathered: 

He openeth his eyes, and he is not. 
Terrors take hold on him as waters, 

A tempest stealeth him away in the night. 
The east wind carrieth him away, and he 
departeth: 

And as a storm hurleth him out of his 
place. 

For God shall cast upon him, and not 
spare: 

He would fain flee out of his hand. 

Men shall clap their hands at him, 

And shall hiss him out of his place.^ 

'^Surely there is a vein for the silver. 
And a place for gold where they fine it. 
Iron is taken out of the earth, 

And brass is molten out of the stone. 

He setteth an end to darkness. 

And searcheth out all perfection: 

The stones of darkness, and die shadow 
of death. 

The flood breaketh out from the inhabi- 
tant; 

Even the waters forgotten of the foot: 
They are dried up, they are gone away 
from men. 

As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: 
And imder it is turned up as it were fire. 
The stones of it are the place of sapphires : 
And it hath dust of gold. 

There is a path which no fowl knoweth, 
And which the vulture’s eye hath not 
seen: 

The lion’s whelps have not trodden it. 
Nor the fierce lion passed by it. 

He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; 


* The end of Bildad’s speech. 

The beginning and end of the speech attributed to Zophar. 

^ This beautiful poem on Wisdom is regarded on many grounds as a later addition to the book, but that does 
not in any way lessen its value as Scripture. 


570 


He overtumeth the moxintains by the 
roots. 

He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; 
And his eye seeth every precious thing. 
He bindeth the floods from overflowing; 
And the thing that is hid bringeth he fortli 
to light. 


But where shall wisdom be found? 
And where is the place of understanding? 
Man knoweth not the price thereof; 
Neither is it found in the land of the living. 
The depth saith. It is not in me: 

And the sea saith. It is not with me. 

It cannot be gotten for gold. 

Neither shall silver be weighed for tlie 
price thereof. 

It cannot be valued with the gold of 
Ophir, 

With the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 
The gold and the crystal caimot equal it: 
And the exchange of it shall not be for 
jewels of fine gold. 

No mention shall be made of coral, or of 
pearls : 

For the price of wisdom is above rubies. 
The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it. 
Neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 
Whence then cometh wisdom? 

And where is the place of understanding? 
Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living. 
And kept close from the fowls of the air. 
Destruction and death say. 

We have heard the fame thereof with our 


God understandeth the way thereof. 
And he knoweth the place thereof. 

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, 
And seeth imder the whole heaven; 

To make the weight for the winds; 

And he weigheth the waters by measure. 
When he made a decree for the rain. 

And a way for the lightning of the thunder : 
Then did he see it, and declare it; 

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out. 
And imto man he said. 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom;^ 

And to depart from evil is understanding. 


Moreover Job continued his parable, and 
said. 

Oh that I were as in months past. 


JOB 29, 22 

As in the da3^ when God preserved me; 
When Ms candle shined upon my head. 
And when by Ms Hght I walked through 
darkness; 

As I was in the days of my youth. 

When the secret of God was upon my 
tabernacle; 

When the Almighty was yet with me, 
When my children were about me; 

When I washed my steps with butter, 
And the rock poured me out rivers of oil; 

When I went out to the gate through 
tlie city. 

When I prepared my seat in the street! 
The young men saw me, and Md them- 
selves : 

And the aged arose, and stood up. 

The princes refrained talking, 

And laid their hand on their mouth. 

The nobles held their peace. 

And their tongue cleaved to the roof of 
their mouth. 

When the ear heard me, then it blessed 
me; 

And when the eye saw me, it gave witness 
to me : 

Because I delivered the poor that cried, 
And the fatherless, and him that had none 
to help Mm, 

The blessing of liim that was ready to 
perish came upon me: 

And I caused the widow^s heart to sing 
for joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: 
My judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 
I was eyes to the blind. 

And feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the poor: 

And the cause wMch I knew not I searched 


And I bralte the jaws of the wicked. 

And plucked the spoil out of Ms teeth. 
Then I said, I shall die in my nest. 

And I shall multiply my days as the sand. 
My root was spread out by the waters, 
And the dew lay all night upon my branch. 
My glory was fresh in me. 

And my bow was renewed in my hand. 


Unto me men gave ear, and waited. 
And kept silence at my counsel. 

After my words they spake not again; 
And my speech dropped upon them. 


^ The word here means practical piety, and refers to man^s wisdom. The earlier part of the poem refers to 
God’s wisdom— the principles or laws that control the universe and which, it is said, it is beyond man’s 
intellectual ability to grasp or fully comprehend. 
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their destruction. 


They mar my pathj 


They set forward my calamity^ 

They have no helper. 

They came upon me as a wide breaking in 
of waters: 

In the desolation they rolled themselves 
upon me. 

Terrors are turned upon me: 

They pursue my soul as the wind: 

And my welfare passeth away as a cloud. 

And now my soul is poured out upon me ; 


The days of affliction have taken hold 
upon me. 

My bones are pierced in me in the night 
season : 

And my sinews take no rest. 

By the great force of my disease is my 
garment changed : 

It bindeth me about as the collar of my 
coat. 

He hath cast me into the mire. 

And I am become like dust and ashes. 

I cry unto thee^ and thou dost not hear me : 
I stand up5 and thou regardest me not. 
Thou art become cruel to me: 

With thy strong hand thou opposest 
thyself against me. 

Thou liftest me up to the wind^ thou 
causest me to ride upon it^ 

And dissolvest my substance. 

For I know that thou wilt bring me to 
deaths 

And to the house appointed for all living. 

Howbeit he will not stretch out his 
hand to the grave^ 

Though they cry in his destruction. 

Did not I weep for him that was in 
trouble? 

Was not my soul grieved for the poor? 
When I looked for good^ then evil came 
untome: 

And when I waited for lights there came 
darkness. 

My bowels boiled^ and rested not: 

The days of affliction prevented me. 

I went mourning without the sun: 

I stood upj and I cried in the congregation. 
I am a brother to dragons. 

And a companion to owls. 

My skin is black upon me. 

And my bones are burned with heat. 

My harp also is turned to mourning. 
And my organ into the voice of them that 
weep. 


I made a covenant with mine eyes; 

Why then should I tliink upon a maid? 

For what portion of God is there from 
above? 

And what inheritance of the Almighty 
from on high? 

Is not destruction to the wicked ? 

And a strange punishment to the workers 
of iniquity? 

Doth not he see my ways. 

And count all my steps ? 


JOB 29 , 23 

And they waited for me as for the rain; 

And they opened their mouth wide as for 
the latter rain. 

If I laughed on them, they believed it not; 

And the light of my coimtenance they 
cast not down. 

I chose out their way, and sat chief. 

And dwelt as a king in the army. 

As one that comforteth the mourners. 

But now they that are younger than I 
have me in derision. 

Whose fathers I would have disdained to 
have set with the dogs of my flock. 

Yea, whereto might the strength of their 
hands profit me. 

In whom old age was perished? 

For want and famine they were solitary; 

Fleeing into the wilderness in former time 
desolate and waste. 

Who cut up mallows by the bushes. 

And juniper roots for their meat. 

They were driven forth from among men, 

(They cried after them as after a thief;) 

To dwell in the cliffs of the valleys. 

In caves of the earth, and in the rocks. 

Among the bushes they brayed; 

Under the nettles they were gathered 
tbgetlier. 

They were children of fools, yea, children 
of base men: 

They were viler than the earth. 


And now am I their song, 

Yea, I am their byword. 

They abhor me, they flee far from me. 
And spare not to spit in my face. 

Because he hath loosed my cord, and 
afliicted me. 

They have also let loose the bridle before 
me. 

Upon my right hand rise the youth; 
They push away my feet. 

And they raise up against me the ways of 
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Y O U T H S P E A K S U P 

FINDING A NEW ANSWER TO THE OLD PROBLEM 

JOB CHAPTERS 32, i— 37, 24 

How true to life runs the narrative. While the old men are speakings a young man draws 
near and listens to the conversation. He belongs to a new generation. He looks at 
things from a different angle^ and^ as often happens:^ is constrained to enter into the 
discussion. He does not entirely agree with the explanations that have been ojfered to 
Job,, In his view more weight ought to be given to the educational value of sujfering:^ and 
he makes bold to advise Job to have a more teachable spirit He speaks like a young 
man who has studied philosophy seriously ^ and believes it has given him the key to 
human existence^ but who has yet to learn from experience that wisdom has some secrets 
beyond the range of reason and argument Nevertheless^ some wise and true words are 
spoken by Elihu. They may not be as original as he thinks they are^for there are traces 
of his thought in the other speakers:^ but he gives them a new emphasis^ and if they do not 
fully meet the problem they do make a contribution to it Suffering in some cases is due 
to sin^ as the others said; and^^ as he says it can also be educative. But the point of the 
book is that these reasons do not fully explain or solve the mystery. 
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SO these three men ceased to answer Job, 
because he was righteous in his own eyes. 
Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the 
son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred 
of Ram; against Job was his wrath kindled, 
because he justified himself rather than God. 
Also against his three friends was his wrath 
kindled^ because they had found no answer, 
and yet had condemned Job. Now Elihu 
had waited till Job had spoken^ because they 
were elder than he. When Elihu saw that 
there was no answer in the mouth of these 
three men, then his wrath was kindled. 

And ELIHU the son of Barachel the Buzite 
answered and said, 

I am young, and ye are very old; 

Wherefore I was afraid, and durst not 
shew you mine opinion. 

I said. Days should speak. 

And multitude of years should teach wis- 
dom. 

But there is a spirit in man : 

And the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them xmderstanding. 

Great men are not always wise . 

Neither do the aged tmderstand judgment. 

Therefore I said. Hearken to me; 

I also will shew mine opinion. 


Behold, I waited for your words; 

I gave ear to your reasons. 

Whilst ye searched out what to say. . . 

Yea, I attended unto you. 

And, behold, there was none of you that 
convinced Job, 

Or that answered his words: 

Lest ye should say. We have found out 
wisdom: 

God thrusteth him down, not man. 

Now he hath not directed his words 
against me: 

Neither will I answer him with your 
speeches. 

They were amazed, they answered no 
more: 

They left off speaking. 

When I had waited, (for they spake 
not. 

But stood still, and answered no more;) 

I said, I will answer also my part, 

I also will shew mine opinion. 

For I am full of matter. 

The spirit witliin me constraineth me. 

Behold, my belly is as wine which hath 
no vent; 

It is ready to burst like new bottles. 

I will speak, that I may be refreshed; 

I will open my lips and answer. 
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DOES MODERN THOUGHT GET NEARER TO A SOLUTION ? 


The pvobletn vetnciins a, mystery^ but tnoTe ts bettig done to-day to help^ in practical waysy 
those who suffer than was attempted in ancient times. 


Let me not^ I pray you^ accept any man’s 
person^ 

Neither let me give flattering titles unto 
man. 

For I know not to give flattering titles; 

In so doing my maker would soon take 
me away. 


Wherefore^ Job^ I pray thee^ hear my 
speeches. 

And hearken to all my words. 

Behold, now I have opened my mouth, 

My tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 

My words shall be of the uprightness of 
my heart: 

And my lips shall utter knowledge clearly. 

The Spirit of God hath made me. 

And the breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life. 

If thou canst answer me. 

Set thy words in order before me, stand up. 

Behold, I am according to thy wish in 
God’s stead: 

I also am formed out of the clay. 

Behold, my terror shall not make thee 
afraid. 


Neither shall my hand be heavy upon 
thee. 


Surely thou hast spokenin mine hearing, 
And I have heard the voice of thy words, 
saying, 

I am clean without transgression, 

I am innocent; neither is there iniquity 
in me. 

Behold, he iindeth occasions against me. 
He counteth me for his enemy. 

He putteth my feet in the stocks. 

He marketh all my paths. 

Behold, in this thou art not just: I will 
answer thee. 

That God is greater than man. 


Why dost thou strive against him? 

For he giveth not account of any of his 
matters. 

For God speaketh once. 

Yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 

In a dream, in a vision of the night. 
When deep sleep falleth upon men. 

In slumberings upon the bed; 

Then he openeth the ears of men. 


JOB 33, i6 

And sealetli their instruction. 

That he may withdraw man from his 
purpose. 

And hide pride from man. 

He keepeth back his soul from the pit, 
And his life from perishing by the sword. 

He is chastened also with pain upon his 
bed, 

And the multitude of his bones with 
strong pain: 

So that his life abhorreth bread. 

And his soul dainty meat. 

His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot 
be seen; 

And his bones that were not seen stick out. 
Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave. 
And his life to the destroyers. 


If there be a messenger with him. 

An interpreter, one among a thousand. 
To shew unto man his uprightness: 

Then he is gracious unto him, and saith. 
Deliver him from going down to the pit: 
I have found a ransom. 

His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s : 
He shall return to the days of his youth: 
He shall pray unto God, and he will be 
favourable unto him: 

And he shall see his face with joy : 

For he will render unto man his righteous- 
ness. 

He looketh upon men, and if any say, 

I have sinned, and perverted that which 
was right. 

And it profited me not; 

He will deliver his soul from going into 
the pit, 

And his life shall see the light. 

Lo, all these things worketh God often- 
times with man. 

To bring back his soul from the pit. 

To be enlightened with the Hght of the 
living. 

Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: 

Hold thy peace, and I will speak. 

If thou hast any thing to say, answer me: 
Speak, for I desire to justify thee. 

If not, hearken unto me: 

Hold thy peace, and I shall teach tliee 
wisdom. 

Furthermore Elihit answered and said. 
Hear my words, O ye wise men; 

And give ear unto me, ye that have know- 
ledge. 


For the ear trieth words. 

As the mouth tasteth meat. 

Let us choose to us judgment: 

Let us know among ourselves what is 
good. 

For Job hath said, I am righteous: 

And God hath taken away my judgment. 
Should I lie against my right? 

My wound is incurable without trans- 
gression. 

What man is hke Job, 

Who drinketh up scorning like water? 
Which goeth in company with the workers 
of iniquity, 

And walketh with wicked men. 

For he hath said. It profiteth a man no- 
thing 

That he should deHght himself with God. 

Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of 
understanding: 

Far be it from God, that he should do 
wickedness; 

And from the Almighty, that he should 
commit iniquity. 

For the work of a man shall he render 
unto him. 

And cause every man to find according to 
his ways. 

Yea, surely God will not do wickedly. 
Neither will the Almighty pervert judg- 
ment. 

Who hath given him a charge over the 
earth? 

Or who hath disposed the whole world? 
If he set his heart upon man, 

If he gather imto himself his spirit and 
his breath; 

AU flesh shall perish together, 

And man shall turn again unto dust. 

If now thou hast understanding, hear 
this: 

Hearken to the voice of my words. 

Shall even he that hateth right govern? 
And wilt thou condemn liim that is most 
just? 

Is it fit to say to a king. Thou art wicked? 
And to princes. Ye are imgodly ? 

How much less to him that accepteth not 
the persons of princes, 

Nor regardeth the rich more than the 
poor? 

For they all are the work of his hands. 

In a moment shall they die. 

And the people shall be troubled at mid- 
night, and pass away: 
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For truly my words shall not be false: 

He that is perfect in knowledge is with 
thee. 

Behold^ God is mighty^ and despiseth not 
any: 

He is mighty in strength and wisdom. 

He preserveth not the life of the wicked: 
But giveth right to the poor. 

He withdraweth not his eyes from the 
righteous ; 

But with kings are they on the throne 5 
Yea^ he doth establish them for ever^ and 
they are exalted. 

And k they be bound in fetters^ 

And be holden in cords of afllictioni 
Then he sheweth them their work. 

And their transgressions that they have 
exceeded. 

He openeth also their ear to discipline. 
And commandeth that they return from 
iniquity. 

If they obey and serve him, 

They shall spend their days in prosperity. 
And their years in pleasures. 

But if they obey not, they shall perish by 
the sword. 

And they shall die without knowledge. 
But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath : 
They cry not when he bindeth them. 
They die in youth, 

And their life is among the unclean. 

He delivereth the poor in his affliction. 
And openeth their ears in oppression. 
Even so would he have removed thee out 
of the strait 

Into a broad place, where there is no 
straitness; 

And that which should be set on thy table 
should be full of fatness. 

But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of 
the wicked: 

Judgment and justice take hold on thee. 
Because there is wrath, beware lest he 
take thee away with his stroke: 

Then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. 
Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, 
Nor all the forces of strength. 

Desire not the night. 


When people are cut off in their place. 
Take heed, regard not iniquity: 

For this hast thou chosen rather than 
affliction. 

Behold, God exalteth by his power: 

Who teacheth like him? 

Who hath enjoined him his way? 

Or who can say. Thou hast wrought 
iniquity? 

Remember that thou magnify his work, 
Which men behold. 

Every man may see it; 

Man may behold it afar off. 

Behold, God is great, and we know him not. 
Neither can the number of his years be 
searched out. 

For he maketh small the drops of water: 
They pour down rahi according to the 
vapour thereof: 

Which the clouds do drop 
And distil upon man abundant. 

Also can any understand the spreadings 
of the clouds. 

Or the noise of his tabernacle? 

Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it. 
And covereth the bottom of the sea. 

For by them judgeth he the people; 

He giveth meat in abundance. 

With clouds he covereth the light; 

And commandeth it not to shine by the 
cloud that cometh betwixt. 

The noise thereof she\yeth concerning it, 
The cattle also concerning the vapour. 

At this also my heart trembleth. 

And is moved out of his place. 

Hear attentively the noise of his voice. 
And the soimd that goeth out of his mouth. 
He directeth it under the whole heaven, 
And his lightning unto the ends of the 
earth. 

After it a voice roareth: 

He thundereth with the voice of his ex- 
cellency; 

And he will not stay them when his voice 
is heard. 

God thundereth* marvellously with his 
voice; 


^ Throughout the closing sections of Elihu*s speech there are sentences that suggest an approaching storm 
which in the cnd silences the speaker, and leaves Job enveloped by a whirlwind. In the midst of the darkness 
and devastation he hears tlie voice of God. It will be remembered that a great wind from the wilderness smote 
the family of Job in the opening chapter of the book. These two experiences of Job are surely meant to be read 
together. It was a personal experience that created his problem, and it was a personal experience that resolved 
It When we consider how these experiences came to him and how they come to us, without warning or 
invitation, we feel that the choice of the figure of a whirlwind to describe them is most apt 
If we turn firom the outer to the inner experiences of Job as these are unfolded in his speeches, there are two 
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Or will he harrow the valleys after thee? 
Wilt thou trust himj because his strength 
is great? 

Or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 
Wilt thou believe him^ that he will bring 
home thy seed. 

And gather it into thy barn? 

Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the 
peacocks? 

Or wings and feathers unto the ostrich? 
Which leaveth her eggs in the earth. 

And warmeth them in dust. 

And forgetteth that the foot may crush 
them. 

Or that the wild beast may break them. 
She is hardened against her young ones, 
as though they were not her’s: 

Her labour is in vain without fear 5 
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, 
Neither hath he imparted to her under- 
standing. 

What time she lifteth up herself on high. 
She scorneth the horse and his rider. 

Hast thou given the horse strength? 
Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? 
Canst thou make him afraid as a grass- 
hopper? 

The glory of his nostrils is terrible. 

He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in 
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the trumpet. 
He saith amom 

And he smellet 



Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong 
place. 

From thence she seeketh the prey. 

And her eyes behold afar off. 

Her young ones also suck up blood: 

And where the slain are, there is she. 

Moreover the Lord answered^ Job, and 
said. 

Shall he that contendeth with the Al- 
mighty instruct him? 

He that reproveth God, let him answer it. 

Then JOB answered the Lord, and said, 

Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer 
thee? 

I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 
Once have I spoken; but I will not answer : 
Yea, twice; but I will proceed no further. 

Then answered the LORD unto Job out 
of the whirlwind, and said. 

Gird up thy loins now like a man: 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou 
unto me. 

Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest 
be righteous? 

Hast thou an arm like God? 

Or canst thou thunder with a voice like 
him? 

Deck thvself now with maiestv and 
excellency; 

And array thyself with glory and beauty. 
Last abroad the rage of thy wrath: 

And behold every one that is proud, and 
abase him. 


And bind th 
Then will I 
That thine c 

Behold n< 
with th< 
He eateth gi 
Lo now, his 
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AROUND US AND BEYOND, ENCIRCLING US, IS INFINITE WISDOM 

With all our advancement in knowledge, and all the facilities that have been placed in 
our hands by modem science for discovering the secrets of the universe, all we can say 
is that so far as our aided eyes can see, we are surrounded by laws and forces that manifest 
the infinite wisdom of their Creator. 





He beholdeth all high things : 

He is a king over all the children 
pride. 


of 


Then JOB answered the Lord^ and said^ 

I know that thou canst do every things 
And that no thought can be withholden 
from thee. 

Who is he that hideth counsel without 
knowledge? 


JOB42, 17 

Therefore have I uttered that I under- 
stood not; 

Things too wonderful for me^ which I 
knew not. 

Hear^ I beseech thee^ and I will speak: 

I will demand of thee^ and declare thou 
unto me. 

Ihaveheardof thee by thehearingof the ear: 

But now mine eye seeth thee. 

Wherefore I abhor myself^ and repent 

In dust and ashes. 


THE EPILOGUE Job 42 , 7-17 

The story has a happy ending. It could not be otherwise if the claims made by Job and 
his friends were to be established: that God will vindicate the righteous^ and reward them. 
Sometimes it is as hard for us as it was for Job to hold on to this faiths, and we are glad 
this word of assurance has been passed on to us^ though it was written by a man who had 
less grounds than we have for believing in the eternal truth it utters. 

the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
before. Then came there unto him all his 
brethren, and all his sisters, and all they 
that had been of his acquaintance before, 
and did eat bread with him in his house: 
and they bemoaned him, and comforted him 
over aU the evil that the Loan had brought 
upon him: every man also gave him a piece 
of money, and every one an earring of gold. 
So the Loro blessed the latter end of Job 
more than his beginning : for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, 
and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
she asses. He had also seven sons and three 
daughters. And he called the name of the 
first, Jemima; and the name of the second, 
Kezia; and the name of the third, Keren- 
happuch. And in all the land were no women 
found so fair as the daughters of Job: and 
their father gave them inheritance among 
their brethren. this lived Job an hxin- 
dred and forty years, and saw his sons, and 
his sons’ sons, even four generations. So 
Job died, being old and full of days. 


Concerning JoVs Friends 

AND it was so, that after the Lord had 
spoken these words unto Job, the Lord said 
to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is 
kindled against thee, and against thy two 
friends: for ye have not spoken of me the 
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 
Therefore take tmto you now seven bullocks 
and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 
and my servant Job shall pray for you: for 
him will I accept : lest I deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me 
the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 
So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, 
and did according as the Lord commanded 
them : the Lord also accepted Job. 


Concerning Job 

And the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job, when he prayed for his friends: also 



But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 


A REVELATION ON WINGS OF SONG 

It is a pity this hook of the Bible has to he set in type^ for it is music^ celestial music^ and 
ought to reach our hearts like the overture of a divine symphony^ It is not enough to 
lookuponthe Psalms as literature. They were set to music. They were to be played and 
sung. They were born of experiences that words alone could not express^ and for a 
ministry that words alone could not accomplish. In these experiences there is a revela-^ 
tion. It grows through the travail of human life until the heart of man can no longer 
contain it. Then it comes forth as a song to be carried on wings of poetry and music; 
on wings that give it speed and carry it far. But let not our thought of music be limited 
to singing. The Psalmist calls for every instrument to be tuned to the new revelation; 
for music without words can be as penetrating and powerful as uttered thought. In 
music we think in feeling. Its sensitive strains touch the deep and vital instincts of our 
soul. Our susceptibility to spiritual impressions is raised or lowered by its notes and 
tones y its tune and rhythm. Our spiritual energies respond to its calls. Who can measure 
the influence of musk:, or foretell what its future may be? The Psalmist would see it 
dedicated to the service of Heaven. But alas! to what unworthy service do we see this 
angel of God reduced. Where are the musicianswho to-dayrealize that a gift divine is in 
their hands; who are awake to the fact that we are moving to anage of leisure whenmusic 
will lead theway in the quest for spiritual culture? And when will they strike the song for 
which the whole world waitS:, the song that will lead mankind to the gate of Heaven? 


HERALD SONGS 

1 BLESSED is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly. 

Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 

Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; 
And in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, 

That bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
His leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so : 

But are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment. 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 

For the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous: 


Psalms 1—2 

2 WHY do the heathen rage. 

And the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves. 

And the rulers take counsel together. 
Against the Lord, and against his anointed, 
saying. 

Let us break their bands asunder. 

And cast away their cords from us. 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
The Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath. 
And vex them in his sore displeasure. 

Yet have I set my king 
Upon my holy hill of Zion, 

I will declare the decree: 

The Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my 
Son; 

This day have I begotten thee. 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance. 

And the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
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J Let tts kneel beside him in Ms morning prayer until our hearts grow strong In the confidence he enjoys. 
For we, too, live in evil times. Our world is distraught and distressed by wickedness we are powerless to 
prevent or suppress. We need the faith he has: that rests, in days like these, in the righteousness of God, in 
the God who abhors evil and will not permit its schemes to bring to nought His plans. 


6 To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon 
Sheminith, A Psalm of David. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger. 
Neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am 
weak : 

O Lord, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 
My soul is also sore vexed: 

But thou, O Lord, how long? 

Return, O Lord, deliver my soul : 

Oh save me for thy mercies’ sake. 

For in death there is no remembrance of 
thee : 

In the grave who shall give thee thanks? 

I am weary with my groaning; 

All the night make I my bed to swim; 

I water my couch with my tears. 

Mine eye is consumed because of grief; 

It waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 
Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; 
For the “Lord hath heard the voice of my 
weeping. 

The Lord hath heard my supplication; 

The Lord will receive my prayer. 

Let ail mine enemies be ashamed and sore 
vexed: 

Let them return and be ashamed suddenly. 


7 Shigga!on of David, which he sang unto 
the Lord, concerning the words of Cush 
the Benjamite. 

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my 
trusts 

Save me from all them that persecute me, 
and deliver me : 

Lest he tear my soul like a Hon, 

Rending it in pieces, while there is none to 
deliver. 

O Lord my God, if I have done this; 

If there be iniquity in my hands; 

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was 
at peace with me; 

(Yea, I have delivered him that without 
cause is mine enemy :) 

Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; 
Yea, let him tread down my Hfe upon the 
earth. 

And lay mine honour in the dust. [Selah.] 
Arise, O Lord, in thine anger. 

Lift up thyself because of the rage of mine 
enemies: 


Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 

More than in the time that their corn and 
their wine increased. 

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep : 
For thou. Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety. 


5 To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A 
Psalm of David. 

GIVE ear to my words, O Lord,’^ 
Consider my meditation. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, 
and my God; 

For unto thee will I pray. 

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 
O Lord; 

In the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up. 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure 
in wickedness : 

Neither shall evil dwell with thee. 

The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: 
Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: 
The Lord will abhor the bloody and deceit- 
ful man. 

But as for me, I will come into thy house in 
the multitude of thy mercy: 

And in thy fear will I worship toward thy 
holy temple. 

Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be- 
cause of mine enemies; 

Make thy way straight before my face. 

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
Their inward part is very wickedness ; 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; 

They flatter with their tongue. 

Destroy thou them, O God; 

Let them fall by their own counsels; 

Cast them out in the multitude of their 
transgressions; 

For they have rebelled against thee. 

But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice: 

Let them ever shout for joy, because thou 
defendest them: 

Let them also that love thy name be joyful 
in thee. 

For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; 
With favour wilt thou compass him as with 
a shield. 
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And awake for me to the judgment that 
thou hast commanded. 

So shall the congregation of the people com- 
pass thee about: 

For their sakes therefore return thou on 
high. 

The Lord shall judge the people : 

Judge me^ O Lord^ according to my 
righteousness^ and according to mine in- 
tegrity that is in me. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come 
to an end; but establish the just: 

For the righteous God trieth the hearts and 
reins. 

My defence is of God, 

Which saveth the upright in heart. 

God judgeth the righteous. 

And God is angry with the wicked every 
day. 

If he turn not, he will whet his sword; 

He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 

He hath also prepared for him the instru- 
ments of death; 

He ordaineth his arrows against the per- 
secutors. 

Behold, he travaileth with iniquity. 

And hath conceived mischief, and brought 
forth falsehood. 

He made a pit, and digged it, 

And is fallen into the ditch which he made. 

His mischief shall return upon his own head. 

And his violent dealing shall come down 
upon his own pate. 

1 will praise the Lord according to his 
righteousness:* 

And will sing praise to the name of the Lord 
most high. 



To the chief Musician upon Gitdth, A 
Psalm of David, 


O LORD our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

Who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast 
thou ordained strength 

Because of thine enemies. 

That thou mightest still the ftiemy and the 
avenger. 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of 
thy fingers. 

The moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 

And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels. 

And hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. 

Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; 

Thou hast put all things under his feet: 

All sheep and oxen, 

Yea, and the beasts of the field; 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea. 

And whatsoever passeth through the paths 
of the seas. 

O Lord our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

9 To the chief Musician upon Muth-labben, 
A Psalm of David. 

I WILL praise thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart; 

I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 


I 


1 


; I 
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^ We shall often come across this word. It meant a great deal to these people to know that their God was 
righteous. It provided a sure basis for trust, confidence, hope] and, if we give the matter a moment’s thought, 
it gave them a view of life, which must have thrilled every soul that perceived it. The God of Heaven and 
Earth a righteous God, who abhors evil and has declared war against iti What a revelation for a corrupt worldl 
No wonder men delighted in it, and kept reminding themselves of it. What dynamic power it would give our 

religion to-day if we could recover this truth, with the Church as its irrepressible messenger. 
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And the evil man: seek out his wickedness 
till thou find none. 

The Lord is King for ever and ever : 

The heathen are perished out of his land. 
Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the 
humble ; 

Thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 
cause thine ear to hear: 

To judge the fatherless and the oppressed. 
That the man of the earth may no more op- 
press. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

IN the Lord put I my trust; 

How say ye to my soul. 

Flee as a bird to your moimtain? 

For, lo, the wicked bend their bow. 

They make ready their arrow upon the 
string. 

That they may privily shoot at the upright 
in heart. 

If the foundations be destroyed. 

What can the righteous do? 

The Lord is in his holy temple, 

The Lord’s throne is in heaven: 

His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children 
of men. 

The Lord trieth the righteous: 

But the wicked and him that loveth violence 
his soul hateth. 

Upon the wicked he shall rain snares. 

Fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest ; 

this shall be the portion of their cup. 

For the righteous LoRDloveth righteousness | 
His cotmtenance doth behold the upright. 




To the chief Musician upon Sheminith, 
A Psalm of David. 


HELP, Lord; for the godly man 
ceaseth; 

For the faithful fail from among the children 
of men. 

They speak vanity every one with his neigh- 
bour: 


With flattering lips and with a double heart 
do they speak. 

The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips. 
And the tongue that speaketh proud things: 
Who have said. With our tongue will we 
prevail; 



Our Hps are our own : who is lord over us ? 

For the oppression of the poor, for the sigh- 
ing of the needy. 

Now will I arise, saith the Lord; 

I will set him in safety from him iciSLt puffeth 
at him. 

The words of the Lord are pure words: 

As silver tried in a furnace of earth. 

Purified seven times. 

Thou shait keep them, O Lord, | 

Thou shait preserve them from this genera- I 

tion for ever. ( 

The wicked walk on every side. 

When the vilest men are exalted. 

! 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

HOW long wilt thou forget me, O 
Lord? for ever? 

How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 

How long shall I take coimsel in my soul, 

Having sorrow in my heart daily? 

How long shall mine enemy be exalted over 
me? 

Consider and hear me, O Lord my God: 

Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of 
death; 

Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed 
against him; 

And those tliat trouble me rejoice when I 
■ am moved. ;■ ■ i' | 

But I have trusted in thy mercy; i j 

My heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.^ | 

I will sing imto the Lord, I 

Because he hath dealt bountifully with me.=* | 




To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 

THE fool hath said in his heart. There 
is no God. 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable 
works, 

There is none that doeth good. 

The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, 

To see if there were any that did under- 
stand. 

And seek God. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together 
become filthy: 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 



. 
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* This passage was chosen by the people of St. Petersburg (now Leningrad) to be painted over the chapel 
that was built to honour their emperor’s escape from assassination in r8d6. 

^ One of the favourite psalms of Queen Elizabeth. In 1548 she wrote a musical accompaniment to it. 
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PSALM 14, 4 


Have all the workers of iniquity no know- 
ledge? 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread. 

And call not upon the Lord. 

There were they in great fear: 

For God is in the generation of the righteous . 

Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor. 

Because the Lord is his refuge. 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out 
of Zion! 

When the Lord bringeth back the captivity 
of lus people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


A Psalm of David. 


LORD, who shall abide in thy taber- 
nacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, 

And speaketh the truth in his heart. 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue,^ 

Nor doeth evil to his neighbour. 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neigh- 
bour. 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; 

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not. 

He that putteth not out his money to usury. 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth tliese things shall never be 
moved. 


Michtam of David. 


PRESERVE me, O God: for in thee 
do I put my trust. 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, 
Thou art my Lord : 

My goodness extendetli not to thee ; 

But to the saints that are in the earth, 

And to the excellent, in whom is all my de- 
light. 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten 
after another god: 

Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 

Nor take up their names into my lips. 

The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance 
and of my cup : 


Thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 
places ; 

Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the Lord, who hath given me 
counsel : 

My reins also instruct me in the night 
seasons. 

I have set the Lord always before me 

Because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth : 

My flesh also shall rest in hope. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life : 

In thy presence is fuhiess of joy; 

At thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore. 


A Prayer of David, 


HEAR the right, O Lord, attend 
unto my cry. 

Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out 
of feigned lips. 

Let my sentence come forth from thy 
presence; 

Let thine eyes behold the things that are 
equal. 

Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast 
visited me in the night; 

Thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; 

I am purposed that my mouth shall not 
transgress. 

Concerning the works of men, by the word 
of thy lips 

I have kept me from the paths of the de- 
stroyer. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, 

That my footsteps slip not. 

I have called upon thee, for tliou wilt hear 
me, O God : 

Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my 
speech. 

Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou 
that savest by thy right hand them which 
put their trust in thee 

From those that rise up against them. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye. 


^ rhe ver.se was chosen by St. Augustine to be inscribed above the table at which he entertained his friends. 
^ Brother Lawrence made this verse tlie motto of his life, and wrote the Kttle book that has become known 
throughout the world. The Practice of the Presence of God^ to show others how to make this motto a habit 
of life. 


Hide me under the shadow of thy wings^ 
From the wicked that oppress me^ 

From my deadly enemies^ who compass me 
about. 

They are inclosed in their own fat: 

With their mouth they speak proudly. 
They have now compassed us in our steps : 
They have set their eyes bowing down to the 
earth; 

Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey^ 
And as it were a young lion lurking in secret 
places. 

Ariscj O Lord, 

Disappoint him^ cast him down: 

Deliver my soul from the wicked^ which is 
thy sword: 

From men which are thy handj O Lord^ 
From men of the worlds which have their 
portion in this life. 

And whose belly tiiou fiUest with thy hid 
treasure : 

They are full of children. 

And leave tlie rest of their substance to their 
babes. 

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteous- 
ness : 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness.^ 

Musician, A Psalm of David, 
Xo servant of the Lord, who spahe unto 

the Lord the words of this song in the day 
that the Lord delivered him from the hand 
of all his enemies, and from the hand of 
Saul: and he said, 

I WILL love thee, O Lord, my 
strength. 

The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and 
my deliverer ; 

My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
My bucWer, and the horn of my salvation, 
and my high tower. 

I will call Upon the Lord, who is worthy to 
be praised : 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

The sorrows of death compassed me. 

And the floods of ungodly men made me 
afraid. 

The sorrows of hell compassed me about : 
The snares of death prevented me. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, 

And cried unto my God : 

He heard my voice out of his temple. 


PSALM 18 , 23 

And my cry came before him, even into his 
ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled; 

The foundations also of the hills moved 
And were shaken, because he was wroth. 
There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
And fire out of his mouth devoured : 

Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down: 
And darkness was under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
Yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
He made darkness Ifis secret place; his 
pavilion round about him 
Were dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies. 

At the brightness that was before him his 
thick clouds passed, 

Hail stones and coals of fire. 

The Lord also thundered in the heavens. 
And the Highest gave his voice; 

Hail stones and coals of fire. 

Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered 
them; 

And he shot out Hghtnings, and discomfited 
them. 

Then the channels of waters were seen. 
And the foundations of the world were dis- 
covered 

At thy rebuke, O Lord, 

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

He sent from above, he took me, 

He drew me out of many waters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy. 
And from them which hated me: for they 
were too strong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: 

But the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place; 
He delivered me, because he delighted in me. 
The Lord rewarded me according to my 
righteousness; 

According to the cleanness of my hands hath 
he recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

And have not wickedly departed from my 
God. 

For all his judgments were before me. 

And I did not put away his statutes from me. 
I was also upright before him. 

And I kept myself from mine iniquity. 


^ It is the practice of fathers to leave their substance to their children; but the Psalmist^ as the child of God, 
desires to possess the Hkeness of his Heavenly Father, His character and nature. It is held, however, by 
students of the text, that the words mean nothing more than a desire to be in 'the presence of God. But to 
be with Him is to become like Him, 
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PSALM I83 24 

Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me 
according to my righteousness. 

According to the cleanness of my hands in 
his eyesight. 

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself 
merciful; 

With an upright man thou wilt shew thyself 
upright; 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 

And with the froward thou wilt shew thyself 
froward. 

For thou wilt save the afiicted people; 

But wilt bring down high looks. 

For thou wilt light my candle: 

The Lord my God will enlighten my dark- 
ness. 

For by thee I have run through a troop ; 

And by my God have I leaped over a wall. 

As for God, his way is perfect: 

The word of the Lord is tried: 

He is a buckler to all thosie that trust in him. 

For who is God save the Lord? 

Or who is a rock save our God? 

It is God that girdeth me with strength. 

And maketh my way perfect. 

He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, 

And setteth me upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war. 

So that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy 
salvation: 

And thy right hand hath holden me up, 

And thy gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast enlarged my steps tinder me. 

That my feet did not slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken 
them: 

Neither did I turn again till they, were con- 
sumed. 

I have wounded them that they were not able 
to rise: 

They are fallen under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength unto 
the battle: 

Thou hast subdued under me those that 
rose up against me. 

Thou hast also given me the necks of mine 
enemies; 

That I might destroy them that hate me. 

They cried, but there was none to save tliem : 

Even unto the Lord, but he answered them 
not. 


Then did I beat them small as the dust be- 
fore the wind: 

I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 
’Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of 
the people; 

And thou hast made me the head of the 
heathen : 

A people whom I have not known shall serve 
me. 

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey 
me: 

The strangers shall submit themselves unto 
me. 

The strangers shall fade away. 

And be afraid out of their close places. 

The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; 
And let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
It is God that avengeth me. 

And subdueth the people imder me. 

He delivereth me from mine enemies : 

Yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise 
up against me : 

Thou hast delivered me from the violent 
man. 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, among the heathen, 

And sing praises unto thy name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; 

And sheweth mercy to his anointed, 

To David, and to his seed for evermore. 

19 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

THE heavens declare the glory of 
God;V 

And the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
Day xmto day uttereth speech, 

And night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language. 

Where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber. 

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 
And his circuit unto the ends of it : 

And there is notliing hid from the heat 
thereof. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul: 


* This Psalm was a favourite of Milton, Addison, and Wordsworth, and they wove its imagery into their 
poems* It has been the favourite of peasants as well as poets. At the time of the French Revolution when the 
people were told that ah the churches would be pulled down, a peasant replied, ‘You cannot help leaving us 
the stars*. 
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The testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple. 

The statutes of the Lord are rights rejoicing 
the heart: 

The commandment of tlie Lord is pure^ 
enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean^ enduring for 
ever: 

The judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than golds yea^ 
than much fine gold : 

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned : 

And in keeping of them there is great re- 
ward. 

Who can understand his errors? 

Cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

Keep back thy servant also from presump- 
tuous sins; 

Let them not have dominion over me: then 
shall I be upright^ 

And I shall be innocent from the great trans- 
gression. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, 

O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer. 


20 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


THE Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble;^ 

The name of the God of Jacob defend thee; 
Send thee help from the sanctuary. 

And strengthen thee out of Zion; 
Remember all thy offerings. 

And accept thy burnt sacrifice; [SelahJ 
Grant thee according to thine own heart. 
And fulfil all thy counsel. 

We will rejoice in thy salvation. 

And in the name of our God we will set up 
our banners : 

The Lord fulfil all thy petitions* 

Now know I that the Lord saveth his 
anointed; 

He will hear him from his holy heaven 
With the saving strength of his right hand. 
Some trust in chariots, and some in horses : 
But we will remember the name of the Lord 
our God. 


PSALM21,i:3 

They are brought down and fallen: 

But we are risen, and stand upright. 

Save, Lord: 

Let the king hear us when we call. 
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To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


THE king shall joy in thy strength, 
O Lord; 

And in thy salvation how greatly shall he 
rejoice! 

Thou hast given him his heart’s desire. 

And hast not withholden the request of his 
hps. [Selah.] 

For thou preventest him with the blessings 
of goodness: 

Thou settest a crown of pure gold on his 
head. 

He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him. 

Even length of days for ever and ever. 

His glory is great in thy salvation: 

Honour and majesty hast thou laid upon 
him. 

For thou hast made him most blessed for 


ever; 

Thou hast made liim exceeding glad with 
thy countenance. 

For the king trusteth in the Lord, 

And through the mercy of the most High he 
shall not be moved. 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies : 

Thy right hand shall find out those that hate 
thee. 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the 
time of thine anger : 

The Lord shall swallow them up in his 
wrath. 

And the fire shall devour them. 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth. 

And their seed from among the children of 
men. 

For they intended evil against thee: 

They imagined a mischievous device, which 
they are not able to perform. 

Therefore shalt thou make them turn their 
back. 

When thou shalt make ready thine arrows 
upon thy strings against the face of them. 

Be thou exalted. Lord, in thine own strength : 

So will we sing and praise thy power. 


^ A famous physician, Sir James Y. Simpson, calls this ‘A Mothers* Psalm*. He recalls days of the family 
struggle against poverty, and how his mother used to iind strength and consolation in repeating these verses. 
It is also recorded that some entombed miners near Musselburgh, Midlothian, dispelled their fears by singing 
the first four verses. 
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PSALM 22, I 


^ ^ To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth 
Shahar, A Psalm of David. 

MY God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and 
from the words of my roaring? 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou 
hearest not; 

And in the night season, and am not silent. 

But thou art holy, 

0 thou that Miabitest the praises of Israel. 

Our fathers trusted in thee: 

They trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 

They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 

They trusted in thee, and were not con- 
founded. 

But I am a worm, and no man; 

A reproach of men, and despised of the 
people. 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 

They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying. 

He trusted on the Lord that he would de- 
liver him: 

Let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 
him. 

But thou art he that took me out of the 
womb: 

Thou didst make me hope when I was upon 
my mother’s breasts. 

1 was cast upon thee from the womb : 

Thou art my God from my mother’s 

belly. 


The assembly of the wicked have inclosed 
me: 

They pierced my hands and my feet. 

I may tell all my bones : 

They look and stare upon me. 

They part my garments among them. 

And cast lots upon my vesture. 

But be not thou far from me, O Lord : 

0 my strength, haste thee to help me. 
Deliver my soul from the sword; 

My darling from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion’s mouth : 

For thou hast heard me from the horns of 
the unicorns. 

1 will declare thy name unto my brethren: 
In the midst of the congregation will I praise 

thee. 

Ye that fear the Lord, praise liim; 

All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; 

And fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the 
affliction of the afflicted; 

Neither hath he hid his face from him; 

But when he cried unto him, he heard. 

My praise shall be of thee in the great con- 
gregation: 

I will pay my vows before them that fear 
him. 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied : 

They shall praise the Lord that seek him: 
Your heart shall live for ever. 

Ail the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord : 
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^ When Lady I^wrence had to leave her husband for England at the time of the Indian mutiny this was 
the Psalm they read together at the hour of separation. 


FSALM25,7 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions : 

According to thy mercy remember thou me 
For thy goodness’ sake, O Lord. 

Good and upright is the Lord: 

Therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 
The meek will he guide in judgment : 

And the meek will he teach his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth 

Unto such as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies. 

For thy name^s sake^^ O Lord^ 

Pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. 

What man is he that feareth the Lord? 

Him shall he teach in the way that he shall 
choose. 

His soul shall dwell at ease; 

And his seed shall inherit the earth. 

The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him; 

And he will shew them his covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord ; 

For he shall pluck my feet out of tlie net. 
Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 
me; 

For I am desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged : 

O bring thou me out of my distresses. 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; 
And forgive all my sins. 

Consider mine enemies; for they are many; 
And they hate me with cruel hatred. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me : 

Let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust 
in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; 
For I wait on thee. 

Redeem Israel, O God, 

Out of aU his troubles. 


A Psalm of David. 


And will not sit with the wicked. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency : 

So will I compass thine altar, O Lord : 
That I may publish with the voice of thanks- 
giving. 

And tell of all thy wondrous works. 

Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
house. 

And the place where thine honour dwelleth. 
Gather not my soul with sinners. 

Nor my life with bloody men : 

In whose hands is mischief. 

And their right hand is full of bribes. 

But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: 
Redeem me, and be merciful unto me. 

My foot standeth in an even place : 

In the congregations will I bless the Lord. 


A Psalm of David. 


JUDGE me, O Lord; for I have 
walked in mine integrity: 

I have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I 
shall not slide. 

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; 

Try my reins and my heart. 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: 
And I have walked in thy truth. 

I have not sat with vain persons. 

Neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

I have hated the congregation of evil doers ; 


THE Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion; whom shall I fear?^ 

The Lord is tiie strength of my life ; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and 
my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, 

They stumbled and fell. 

Though an host should encamp against me. 

My heart shall not fear: 

Though war should rise against me. 

In this will I be confident. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after; 

That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
aU the days of my life. 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me 
in his pavilion: 

In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide 
me; 

He shall set me up upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above 
mine enemies round about me: 

Therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacri- 
fices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the 
Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: 

Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

When thou saidst. Seek ye my face ; my heart 
said unto thee. 

Thy face. Lord, will I seek. 





*mi 

■HB 


iBSi 

iiii' 




l■iwls 

liliisiis 


J L. 


PSALM 30, 4 

Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, 

And give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. 

For his anger endureth but a moment; 

In his favour is life: 

Weeping may endure for a night, 

But joy cometh in the morning. 

And in my prosperity I said, 

I shall never be moved. 

Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my 
mountain to stand strong: 

Thou didst hide thy face^ and I was troubled. 

I cried to thee, O Lord; 

And unto the Lord I made supplication. 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go 
down to the pit? 

Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare 
thy truth? 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me : 

Lord, be thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into 
dancing: 

Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded 
me with gladness; 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to 
thee, and not be silent. 

0 Lord my God, I will give thanks unto 
thee for ever. 

31 To the chief Mtisician, A Psalm of David. 

IN thee, O Lord, do I put my trust;^ 
let me never be ashamed: 

Deliver me in thy righteousness. 

Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me 
speedily: 

Be thou my strong rock, for an house of 
defence to save me. 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; 

Therefore for day name’s sake lead me, and 
guide me. 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid 
privily for me: 

For thou art my strength. 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: 

Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of 
truth. 

1 have hated them that regard lying vanities: 

But I trust in the Lord. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: 

For thou hast considered my trouble; 

Thou hast known my soul in adversities ; 


And hast not shut me up into the hand of 
the enemy: 

Thou hast set my feet in a large room. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in 
trouble: 

Mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my 
soul and my belly. 

For my life is spent with grief, and my 
years with sighing: 

My strength faileth because of mine iniquity, 
and my bones are consumed. 

I was a reproach among all mine enemies. 

But especially among my neighbours, and a 
fear to mine acquaintance: 

They that did see me without fled from me. 

I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: 

I am like a broken vessel. 

For I have heard the slander of many: 

Fear was on every side: 

While they took counsel together against me, 

They devised to take away my life. 

But I trusted in thee, O Lord : 

I said. Thou art my God. 

My times are in thy hand: 

Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, 
and from them that persecute me. 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: 

Save me for thy mercies’ sake. 

Let me not be ashamed, O Lord; for I have 
called upon thee: 

Let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be 
silent in the grave. 

Let the lying lips be put to silence; 

Which speak grievous thiugs proudly and 
contemptuously 

Against the righteous. 

Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou 
hast laid up for them that fear thee; 

Which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the sons of men! 

Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy 
presence from the pride of man: 

Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion 
from the strife of tongues. 

Blessed be the Lord : 

For he hath shewed me his marvellous kind- 
ness in a strong city. 

For I said in my haste, I am cut off from 
before thine eyes: 

Nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my 
supplications when I cried unto thee. 

O love the Lord, all ye his saints : 


It has been said that this Psalm shines and sparkles with lamps for dark placesa and here are the 
names of some of the people who have been helped on their journey by it; St. Bernard, Savonarola, Charle- 
magne, Columbus, Browning, George Herbert. And we cannot forget that our Lord^s last words were taken 
fcom its verses*'"',:':, ' - ■ ■ 
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PSALM 36, II 

And let not the hand of the wicked remove 
me. 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: 
They are cast down, and shall not be able 
to rise. 



FRET not thyself because of evil- 
doers. 

Neither be thou envious against the workers 
of iniquity. 

For they shall soon be cut down like the 
grass^ 

And wither as the green herb. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good^ 

So shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed. 

Delight thyself also in the Lord; 

And he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. 

Commit thy way unto the Lord ; 

Trust also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass.^ 

And he shall bring forth thy righteousness 
as the light. 

And thy judgment as the noonday. 

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: 

Fret not thyself because of him who pros- 
pereth in his way. 

Because of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass. 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: 

Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 

For evildoers shall be cut oif : 

But those that wait upon the Lord, they shall 
inherit the earth. 

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall 
not be: 

Yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, 
and it shall not be. 

But the meek shall inherit the eardi; 

And shall delight themselves in the abim- 
dance of peace. 

The wicked plotteth against the just. 

And gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

The Lord shall laugh at him: 

For he seeth that his day is coming. 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and 
have bent their bow. 


To cast down the poor and needy, 

And to slay such as be of upright conversa- 
tion. 

Their sword shall enter into their own heart. 
And their bows shall be broken. 

A little that a righteous man hath is better 
Than the riches of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: 
But the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 

The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 
They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: 
And in the days of famine they shall be 
satisfied. 

But the wicked shall perish. 

And the enemies of the Lord shall be as the 
fat of lambs: 

They shall consume; into smoke shall they 
consume away. 

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: 
But the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 
For such as be blessed of him shall inherit 
the earth; 

And they that be cursed of Mm shall be cut 
off. 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord: 

And he delighteth in Ms way. 

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 
down: 

For the Lord upholdeth Mm with Ms hand. 
I have been young, and now am old; 

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken. 
Nor Ms seed begging bread. 

He is ever merciful, and iendeth; 

And Ms seed is blessed. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

And dwell for evermore. 

For the Lord loveth judgment. 

And forsaketh not Ms saints; 

They are preserved for ever: 

But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 
The righteous shall inherit the land. 

And dwell therein for ever. 

The mouth of the righteous speaketh wis- 
dom. 

And Ms tongue talketh of judgment. 

The law of Ms God is in his heart; 

None of Ms steps shall slide. 

The wicked watcheth the righteous. 

And seeketh to slay Mm. 


* This verse was the strength and stay of Livingstone during his perilous journeys through Africa* The 
passage has inspired many hymns, one of the most popular being John Wesiey^s translation of Paul Gerhardds 
Gim to the winds thy fears. At one time it appears to have been the custom of some of the high schools in 
Germany to lead those who had finished their course to the gate of the town, and bid them god-speed on their 
way through life by singing this very suitable Psalm, 
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PSALM 39, 5 

Behold, thou hastf made my days as an hand- 
breadth; 

And mine age is as nothing before thee; 
Verily every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity. [Selah.] 

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: 
Surely they are disquieted in vain: 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who 
shall gather them. 

And now. Lord, what wait I for? 

My hope is in liiee. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions; 
Make me not the reproach of the foolish. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; 
Because thou didst it. 

Remove thy stroke away from me: 

I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. 
When thou with rebukes dost correct man 
for iniquity. 

Thou makest his beauty to consume away 
like a moth: 

Surely every man is vanity. [SelatiJ 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear imto 
my cry; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears; 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

And a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

O spare me, that I may recover strength. 
Before I go hence, and be no more. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

I WAITED patiently for the Lord; 

And he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible 
' pit, out of the miry clay. 

And set my feet upon a rock, and established 
my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God; 

Many shall see it, and fear. 

And shall trust in the Lord. 

Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord 
his trust. 

And respecteth not the proud, nor such as 
turn aside to lies. 

Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful 
works which thou hast done. 

And thy thoughts which are to us-ward: 

They cannot be reckoned up in order unto 
thee: 

If I would declare and speak of them, 

They are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; 

Mine ears hast thou opened; 


Burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not 
required. 

Then said I, Lo, I come: 

In the volume of the book it is written of me, 

I delight to do thy will, O my God: 

Yea, thy law is within my heart. 

I have preached righteousness in the great 
congregation: 

Lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, 
thou knowest. 

I have not Md thy righteousness within my 
heart; 

I have declared thy faithfulness and thy 
salvation; 

I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and 
thy truth from the great congregation. 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from 
me, O Lord: 

Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth con- 
tinually preserve me. 

For innumerable evils have compassed me 
about; 

Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
so that I am not able to look up; 

They are more than the hairs of mine head: 
therefore my heart faileth me. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded 
together 

That seek after my soul to destroy it; 

Let them be driven backward and put to 
shame 

That wish me evil. 

Let them be desolate for a reward of their 
shame * 

That say unto me. Aha, aha. 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be 
glad in thee: 

Let such as love thy salvation say con- 
tinually. 

The Lord be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy; 

Yet the Lord thinketh upon me; 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

Make no tarrying, O my God. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 


BLESSED is he that considereth the 
poor: 

The Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. 
The Lord will preserve him, and keep him 
alive; and he shall be blessed upon the 
earth; 











PSALM 46, lo 




Who calleth the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof 


Like sheep they are laid in the grave; 

Death shall feed on them; 

And the upright shall have dominion over 
them in the morning; 

And their beauty shall consume in the grave 
from their dwelling. 

But God will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave: 

For he shall receive me.^ [Selah.] 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich^ 

When the glory of his house is increased; 

For when he dieth he shall carry nothing 
away: 

His glory shall not descend after him. 

Though while he lived he blessed his soul: 

And men will praise thee^ when thou doest 
well to thyself. 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 

They shall never see light. 

Man that is in honouti and understandeth 
not. 

Is like the beasts that perish. 

50 A Psalm of Asaph. 

THE mighty God, even the Lord, 
hath spoken. 

And called the earth from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down thereof . 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God hath shined. 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep 
silence: 

A fire shall devour before him. 

And it shall be very tempestuous round 
about him. 

He shall call to the heavens from above, 

And to the earth, that he may judge his 
people. 


Gather my saints together unto me; 

Those that have made a covenant with me 
by sacrifice. 

And the heavens shall declare his righteous- 
ness: 

For God is judge himself. [Selah.] 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 

0 Israel, and I will testify against thee: 

1 am God, even thy God. 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices 
Or thy burnt offerings, to have been con- 
tinually before me. 

I will take no bullock out of thy house. 

Nor he goats out of thy folds. 

For every beast of the forest is mine. 

And the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains : 

And the wild beasts of the field are mine. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: 

For the world is mine, and the fulness 
thereof. 

Win I eat the flesh of bulls. 

Or drink the blood of goats ? 

Offer unto God thanksgiving; 

And pay thy vows unto the most High: 
And caU upon me in the day of trouble: 

I will dehver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 
But unto the wicked God saith, 

What hast thou to do to declare my statutes. 
Or that thou shouidest take my covenant in 
thy mouth? 

Seeing thou hatest instruction. 

And castest my words behind thee. 

When thou sawest a thief, then thou con- 
sentedst with him, 

And hast been partaker with adulterers. 
Thou givest thy mouth to evil. 

And thy tongue frameth deceit. 

Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; 


^ There are few references in the Old Testament to the destiny of the individual after death, and this 
passage, like others, may not have meant, originally, all that we, with the Christian Revelation before us, 
happily read into it. But we must note it, if not as an early belief in immortality, at least as a beautiful expres- 
sion of our faith. 
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^ It is the burden of sin that takes the heart out of life» Every day is cheerless^, and every road is weary, 
when sin weighs down the heart. But what is a man to do, who is so heavily laden, and dare not lift his face 
or voice to God? Why not kneel beside this fellow penitent on life’s road, and learn from him how even 
sinfid m«n may speak to God. 


PSALM 50, 20 

Thou slanderest thine own mother’s son. 

These things hast thou done, and I kept 
silence 5 

Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such 
an one as thyself: 

But I will reprove thee, and set them in order 
before thine eyes. 


Now consider this, ye tliat forget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver. 

Whoso ofFereth praise glorifieth me: 

And to him that ordereth his conversation 
aright 

Will I shew the salvation of God. 


THE GUARDIAN OF THE ROAD Psalms 51—72 

There is one impression we must set down before we proceed any farther. It has been 
with us from the moment the first of these songs fell upon our ears; and while we have 
been readings or listening to the last few Psalms it has become an amazement. It is the 
way these people speak of God, More than that^ it is the way they speak to God^ as the 
following Psalms will particularly show. We think of God^ and utter His Name with 
reverence. So did they^ but at times they broke into song about Him, How well they 
must have known Him^ and how greatly they must have loved Him^ to want to sing of 
Him:^ and raise throughout the earth a chorus of praise. We search their songs for the 
consciousness that inspired them^ and for the knowledge that can give us the same singing 
spirit. They make no mystery of it The God they knew was with them on the road; in 
every experience their Helper and Refuge, 


And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 

And take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 

And uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 

And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
thou God of my salvation: 

And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy 
righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my Hps; 

And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: 

Thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 

Build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices 
of righteousness, with burnt offering and 
whole burnt offering: 

Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine 
altar. 


1^ -J To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, 
J I when Nathan the prophet came unto him, 
after he had gone in to Bath-sheba. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, ac- 
cording to thy lovingkindness: 
According unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: 

And my sin is ever before me.^ 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned. 

And done this evil in tliy sight : 

That thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest. 

And be clear when thou judgest. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts : 

And in the hidden part thou shalt make me 
to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness; 

Thar the bones which thou hast broken may 
rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, 



To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm 
of David, when Doeg the Edomite came 
and told Saul, and said unto him, David 
is come to the house of Ahimelech. 

WHY boastest thou thyself in mischief, 
O mighty man? 

The goodness of God endureth continually. 
Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; 

Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 
Thou lovest evil more than good; 

And lying rather than to speak righteous- 
ness. [Selah,] 


PSALM 55, II 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come 
out of Zion! 

When God bringeth back the captivity of 
his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall he glad. 


To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Mas- 
chil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims 
came and said to Saul, Doth not David 
hide himself with us? 


SAVE me, O God, by thy name. 
And judge me by thy strength. 
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^ It is the corruption in the world which makes the Psalmist so angi^ and indignant that he wants to see not 
simply the evil but also evil-doers destroyed. His language is strong. We may tliink it is vindictive. But 
who would not like to see to-day some evidence of burning anger against the corruptions of our own time, 
instead of the easy complaclincy that tolerates them? Gf. p, 630, note; p. 646, note. 


Even the sons of men^j whose teeth are spears 
and arrows, 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens 3 
Let thy glory be above ail the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my steps; 

My soul is bowed down: 

They have digged a pit before me. 

Into the midst whereof they are fallen them- 
selves. [Selah.] 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: 
I will sing and give praise. 

Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and 
harp : 

I myself will awake early, 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people; 
I will sing tmto thee among the nations. 
For thy mercy is great unto the heavens. 
And thy truth unto the clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
Let thy glory be above all the earth. 


^ Q chief Musician, Al-taschith, Mich- 

JQ tarn of David. 

DO ye indeed speak righteousness, O 
congregation? 

Do ye judge uprighdy, O ye sons of men? 

Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; 

Ye weigh the violence of your hands in the 
earth. 

The wicked are estranged from the womb: 

They go astray as soon as they be born, 
speaking lies. 

Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: 

They are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 
her ear; 

Which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers. 

Charming never so wisely. 

Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth:* 

Break out the great teeth of the young lions, 
O Lord. 

Let them melt away as waters which nm 
continually: 

When he bendeth his bow to shoot his 
arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 

As a snail which melteth, let every one of 
them pass away: 

Like the untimely birth of a woman, that 
they may not see the sun. 

Before your pots can feel the thorns. 


He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, 
both living, and in his wrath. 

The righteous shafi rejoice when he seeth 
the vengeance ; 

He shall wash his feet in the blood of the 
wicked. 

So that a man shall say. Verily there is a 
reward for the righteous : 

Verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


1^ To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Mich- 
tarn of David; when Saul sent, and they 
^ watched the house to kill him. 

DELIVER me from mine enemies, 
O my God: 

Defend me from them that rise up against 
me. 

Deliver me from the workers of iniquity. 
And save me from bloody men. 

For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: 

The mighty are gathered against me; 

Not for my transgression, nor for my sin, 
O Lord. 

They run and prepare themselves without 
my fault: 

Awake to help me, and behold. 

Thou therefore, O Lord God of hosts, the 
God of Israel, 

Awake to visit all the heathen: 

Be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. 

[Selah.] 

They return at evening: they make a noise 
like a dog, 

And go round about the city. 

Behold, they belch out with their mouth: 
Swords are in their lips: 

For who, say they, doth hear? 

But thou, O Lord, shalt laugh at them; 
Thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. 
Because of his strength will I wait upon thee : 
For God is my defence. 

The God of my mercy shall prevent me: 
God shall let me see my desire upon mine 
enemies. 

Slay them not, lest my people forget: 
Scatter them by thy power; and bring them 
down, 

O Lord our shield. 

For the sin of their mouth and the words of 
their lips 

Let them even be taken in their pride : 



PSALM 59. 12 

And for cursing and lying v/hich they speak. 

Consume them in wrath, consume them, 
that they may not be: 

And let them know that God ruleth in Jacob 

Unto the ends of the earth. [Selah.] 

And at evening let them return ; and let them 
make a noise like a dog. 

And go rotmd about the city. 

Let them wander up and down for meat. 

And grudge if they be not satisfied. 

But I will sing of thy power; 

Yea. I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: 

For thou hast been my defence 

And refuge in the day of my trouble. 

Unto thee. O my strength, will I sing: 

For God is my defence, and the God of my 
mercy 


chief Musician upon Shushan- 

C3 eduthj Michtam of David, to teach; when 
^ he strove with Aram-naharaim and with 
Aram-zobah. when Joab returned, and 
smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve 
thousand. 

O GOD. thou hast cast us off. thou 
hast scattered us. 

Thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself 
to us again. 

Thou hast made tlie earth to tremble; thou 
hast broken it: 

Heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh. 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: 

Thou hast made us to drink the wine of 
astonishment. 

Thou hast given a bamier to them that fear 
thee. 

That it may be displayed because of tlie 
truth. [Selah.] 

That thy beloved may be delivered; 

Save with thy right hand, and hear me. 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will 
rejoice. 

I will divide Shechem. and mete out the 
valley of Succoth. 


Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? 

Wilt not thou. O God. which hadst cast us 
off? 

And thou. O God. which didst not go out 
with our armies ? 

Give us help from trouble: 

For vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 

For he it is that shall tread down our enemies. 


^ 'I To the chief Musician upon Neginah. A 

0 i Psalm of David. 

HEAR my cry. O God; 

Attend xmto my prayer. 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed:^ 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
For thou hast been a shelter for me. 

And a strong tower from the enemy. 

1 will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: 

I will trust in the covert of tliy wings. 

[SelahJ 

For thou. O God. hast heard my vows: 
Thou hast given me the heritage of those 
that fear thy name. 

Thou wilt prolong the king’s life: 

And his years as many generations. 

He shall abide before God for ever: 

O prepare mercy and truth, which may pre- 
serve liim. 

So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever. 
That I may daily perform my vows. 


^ ^ To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun. A 
O M Psalm of David. 

TRULY my soul waiteth upon God: 
From him cometh my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation; 

He is my defence; I shall not be greatly 
moved. 

How long will ye imagine miscliief against 
a man? 
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They bless with their mouthy but they curse 
inwardly. [Selah,] 

My soulj, wait thou only upon God; 

For my expectation is from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: 

He is my defence; I shall not be moved. 

In God is my salvation and my glory: 

The rock of my strengthj> and my refuge^ is 
in God. 

Trust in him at all times; ye people^ 

Pour out your heart before him: 

God is a refuge for us. [Selah.] 

Surely men of low degree are varnty^ and 
men of high degree are a lie: 

To be laid in the balance^ 

They are altogether lighter than vanity. 
Trust not in oppression. 

And become not vain in robbery: 

If riches increase, set not your heart upon 
them. 

God hath spoken once; 

Twice have I heard this; 

That power belongeth unto God^ 

Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: 
For thou renderest to every man according 
to his work.; 


^ ^ A Psalm of David, when he was in the 
0,3 wilderness of Judah. 

O GOD, thou art my God; early will 
I seek thee: 

My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth 
for thee 

In a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 
To see thy power and thy glory. 

So as I have seen thee in the sanctuary^ 
Because thy lovingkindness is better than 
life. 

My lips shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee while I live: 

I wiU lift up my hands in thy name.; 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow 
and fatness; 

And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful 
lips: 

When I remember thee upon my bed. 

And meditate on thee in the night watches. 
Because thou hast been my help. 

Therefore in the shadow of thy wings will 
I rejoice. 

My soul followeth hard after thee: 

Thy right hand upholdetli me. 

But those that seek my soul, to destroy it. 
Shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 
They shall fall by the sword: 
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They shall be a portion for foxes. 

But the king shall rejoice in God; 

Every one that sweareth by him shall glory: 
But the mouth of them that speak lies shall 
be stopped. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

HEAR my voice, O God, in my 
prayer: 

Preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 

Hide me from the secret counsel of the 
wicked; 

From the insurrection of the workers of 
iniquity: 

Who whet their tongue like a sword. 

And bend their bows to shoot their arrows, 
even bitter words: 

That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: 

Suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear 
not.. 

They encourage themselves in an evil matter: 

They commtme of laying snares privily; 

They say. Who shall see them? 

They search out iniquities; they accomplish 
a diligent search: 

Botli the inward thought of every one of 
them, and the heart, is deep. 

But God shall shoot at them 

With an arrow; suddenly shall they be 
wounded. 

So they shall make tlieir own tongue to fall 
upon themselves: 

All that see them shall flee away. 

And ail men shall fear. 

And shall declare the work of God; 

For they shall wisely consider of bis doing. 

The righteous shall be glad in the Lord, and 
shall trust in him; 

And all the upright in heart shall glory. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song 
of David. 

PRAISE waiteth for thee, O God, in 
Sion: 

And unto thee shall the vow be performed. 
O thou that hearest prayer. 

Unto thee shall all flesh come. 

Iniquities prevail against me : 

As for our transgressions, thou shalt purge 
them away- 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto thee. 

That he may dwell in thy courts : 
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They went through the flood on foot: 
There did we rejoice in him. 

He ruleth by his power for ever; 

His eyes behold the nations: 

Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

[SelahJ 

0 bless our God^ ye people^ 

And make the voice of his praise to be heard: 
Which holdeth our soul in life. 

And suffereth not our feet to be moved. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 

Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the net| 

Thou laidst affliction upon our loins. 

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads ; 
We went through fire and through water: 
But thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place. 

1 will go into thy house with burnt offerings: 
I will pay thee my vows. 

Which my lips have uttered. 

And my mouth hath spoken, when I was in 
trouble, 

I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fat- 
lings. 

With the incense of rams; 

I will offer bullocks with goats^ [Selah.] 
Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 

And I will declare what he hath done for 
my soul. 

I cried unto him with my mouth. 

And he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart. 

The Lord will not hear me: 

But verily God hath heard me; 

He hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, 

Which hath not turned away my prayer, nor 
his mercy from me. 


To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A 
^ i Psalm or Song. 

GOD be merciful unto us,^ and bless 
us; 

And cause his face to shine upon us; [Selah.] 
That thy way may be known upon earth. 
Thy saving health among all nations. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee, 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 
For thou shalt judge the people righteously. 
And govern the nations upon earth. [Selah.] 
Let the people praise thee, O God; 
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We shall be satisfied with the goodness of 
thy house. 

Even of thy holy temple. 

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou 
answer us, 

O God of our salvation; 

Who art the confidence of aU the ends of the 
earth. 

And of them that are afar ofif upon the sea: 

Which by his strength setteth fast the moun- 
tains; 

Being girded with power: 

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise 
of their waves. 

And the tumult of the people. 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts 
are afraid at thy tokens: 

Thou makest the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice. 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: 

Thou greatly enrichest it 

With the river of God, which is full of water : 

Thou preparest them corn, when thou hast 
so provided for it. 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly : 

Thou settlest the furrows thereof; 

Thou makest it soft with showers; 

Thou blessest the springing thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 

And thy paths drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilder- 
ness: 

And the little hiUs rejoice on every side. 

The pastures are clothed with fiocks ; 

The valleys also are covered over with corn; 

They shout for joy, they also sing^ 


To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm. 


MAKE a joyful noise unto God, all 
ye lands: 

forth the honour of his name : 

Make his praise glorious. 

unto God, How terrible art thou in thy 
works! 

Through the greatness of thy power shall 
thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. 
AH the earth shall worship thee. 

And shall sing imto thee; 

They shall sing to thy name. [Selah.] 

Come and see the works of God: 

He is terrible in his doing toward the children 
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I will bring my people again from the 
depths of the sea: 

That thy foot may be dipped in the blood 
Of thine enemies^ and the tongue of thy dogs 
in the same. 

They have seen thy goings^ O God; 

Even the goings of my God^ my King^ in the 
sanctuary. 

The singers went before^ the players on in- 
struments followed after; 

Among them were the damsels playing with 
timbrels. 

Bless ye God in the congregations. 

Even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel. 
There is little Benjamin with their ruler, 
The princes of Judah and their council. 

The princes of Zebulun, and the princes of 
Naphtali. 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength: 
Strengthen, O God, that which thou hast 
wrought for us. 

Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 
Shan kings bring presents unto thee. 
Rebuke the company of spearmen. 

The multitude of the bulls, with the calves 
of the people. 

Till every one submit himself v/ith pieces of 
silver: 

Scatter thou the people that delight in war. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt^ 

Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands 
unto God. 

Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; 

O sing praises unto the Lord; [Selah.] 
To him that rideth upon the heavens of 
heavens, wliich were of old; 

Lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a 
mighty voice. 

Ascribe ye strength unto God: 

His excellency is over Israel, 

And his strength is in the clouds. 

O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy 
places: 

The God of Israel is he that giveth strength 
and power unto his people. 

Blessed be God 


To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, 
A Psalm of David. 

SAVE me, O God; 

For the waters are come in unto my soul. 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no stand- 
ing: 

I am come into deep waters, where the 
floods overflow me. 


I am weary of my crying : my throat is dried : 

Mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

They that hate me without a cause are more 
than the hairs of mine head: 

They that would destroy me, being mine 
enemies wrongfully, are mighty: 

Then I restored that which I took not away, 

0 God, thou knowest my foolishness ; 

And my sins are not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord God 
of hosts, be ashamed for my sake : 

Let not those that seek thee be confounded 
for my sake, O God of Israel. 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; 

Shame hath covered my face. 

1 am become a stranger unto my brethren. 

And an alien unto my motlaer’s children. 

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up ; 

And the reproaches of them that reproached 

thee are fallen upon me. 

When I wept, and chastened my soul with 
fasting. 

That was to my reproach. 

I made sackcloth also my garment; 

And I became a proverb to them. 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; 

And I was the song of the drunkards. 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O 
Lord, in an acceptable time: 

O God, in the multitude of thy mercy 

Hear me, in the truth of thy salvation. 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not 
sink: 

Let me be delivered from them that hate me, 
and out of the deep waters. 

Let not the waterflood overflow me. 

Neither let the deep swallow me up. 

And let not the pit shut her mouth upon 
me. 

Hear me, O Lord ; for thy lovingkindness is 
good: 

Turn imto me according to the multitude 
of thy tender mercies. 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; 

For I am in trouble: hear me speedily. 

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: 

Deliver me because of mine enemies. 

Thou hast known my reproach, and my 
shame, and my dishonour: 

Mine adversaries are all before thee. 

Reproach hath broken my hearty and I am 
full of heaviness : 

And I looked for some to take pity, but there 
was none; 

And for comforters, but I found none. 

They gave me also gall for my meat; 
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^ The recent excavations at Ur show that two types of harp were used for religious purposes. One was 
large and rested on the grounds the other^ of smaller design, could be easily carried, and was frequently used 
in processions. These small harps were held in the left hand, and played with the fingers of the right hand, 
with or without a plectrum* 
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And moon endure, throughout all genera- 
tions. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
grass: 

As showers that water the earth. 

In his days shall the righteous flourish; 

And abundance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth. 

He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea. 

And from the river unto the ends of the 
earth. 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him; 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
bring presents : 

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: 

All nations shall serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he 
crieth; 

The poor also, and him that hath no helper. 

He shall spare the poor and needy. 

And shall save the souls of the needy. 

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and 
violence: 

And precious shall tlieir blood be in his 
sight. 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given 
of the gold of Sheba: 

Prayer also shall be made for him continually ; 

And daily shall he be praised. 

There shall be an handful of corn in the 
earth upon the top of the moxmtains; 

The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: 

And they of the city shall flourish like grass 
of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever: 

His name shall be continued as long as the 
sun: 

And men shall be blessed in him: 

All nations shall call him blessed. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 

Who only doeth wondrous things. 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever: 

And let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory; 

Amen, and Amen. 

The prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended. 


And thy salvation all the day; 

For I know not the numbers thereof. 

I will go in the strength of the Lord God : 

I will make mention of thy righteousness, 
even of thine only. 

O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: 

And hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
works. 

Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O 
God, forsake me not; 

Until I have shewed thy strength unto this 
generation, 

And thy power to every one that is to 
come. 

Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high. 

Who hast done great things: 

0 God, who is like unto tliee! 

Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore 
troubles, 

Shalt quicken me again, 

And shalt bring me up again from the depths 
of the earth. 

Thou shalt increase my greatness. 

And comfort me on every side. 

1 will also praise thee with the psaltery. 

Even thy truth, O my God: 

Unto thee will I sing with the harp,^ 
thou Holy One of Israel. 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing 
unto thee; 

And my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 

My tongue also shall talk of thy righteous- 
ness all the day long: 

For they are confounded, for they are brought 
unto shame, that seek my hurt. 


A Psalm for Solomon. 

GIVE the king thy judgments, O 
God, 

And thy righteousness unto the king’s son. 
He shall judge thy people with righteous- 
ness. 

And thy poor with judgment. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the 
people, 

And the little hills, by righteousness. 

He shall judge the poor of the people. 

He shall save the children of the needy. 

And shall break in pieces the oppressor. 
They shall fear thee as long as the sun 
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Nevertheless I am continually with thee: 

Thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel. 

And afterward receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth: 

But God is the strength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 

For, lo, they that are far from thee shall 
perish: 

Thou hast destroyed all them that go a whor- 
ing from thee. 

But it is good for me to draw near to God: 

I have put my trust in the Lord God, 

That I may declare all thy works. 


Even all that the enemy hath done wickedly 
in the sanctuary. 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy con- 
gregations ^ 

They set up their ensigns for signs. 

A man was famous according as he had 
lifted up 

Axes upon the thick trees. 

But now they break down the carved work 
thereof at once 

With axes and hammers. 

They have cast fire into thy sanctuary. 

They have defiled by casting down the 
dwelling place of thy name to the ground. 

They said in their hearts. Let us destroy 
them together: 

They have burned up all the synagogues of 
God in the land. 

We see not our signs : 

There is no more any prophet: 

Neither is there among us any that knoweth 
how long. 

O God, how long shall the adversary re- 
proach? 

Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for 
ever? 

Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy 
right hand? 

Pluck it out of thy bosom. 

For God is my King of old. 

Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: 


Maschil of Asaph. 


O GOD, why hast thou cast us off 
for ever? 

Why doth thine anger smoke against the 
sheep of thy pasture? 

Remember thy congregation, which thou 
hast purchased of old; 

The rod of thine inheritance, which thou 
hast redeemed; 

This mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desola- 
tions; 




Thou hast made summer and winter 


Thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the 
waters. 

Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in 
pieces^ 

And gavest him to be meat to the people in- 
habiting the wilderness. 

Thou didst cleave the fountain and the 
flood: 

Thou driedst up mighty rivers. 

The day is thine^ the night also is thine ; 

Thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: 

Thou hast made summer and winter. 

Remember this^ that the enemy hath re- 
proached, O Lord^ 

And that the foolish people have blasphemed 
thy name. 

O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto 
the multitude of the wicked: 

Forget not the congregation of thy poor for 
^ ever.; 

Have respect unto the covenant: 

For the dark places of the earth are full of 
the habitations of cruelty. 

O let not the oppressed return ashamed: 

Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: 

Remember how the foolish man reproacheth 
thee daily. 

Forget not the voice of thine enemies: 

The tumult of those that rise up against thee 
increaseth continually. 


ry ^ To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, A 
/ J Psalm or Song of Asaph. 

UNTO thee, O God, do we give 
, thanks. 

Unto thee do we give thanks : for that 
name is near 

Thy wondrous works declare. 

When I shall receive the congregation 

I will judge uprightly. 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are 
dissolved: 

I bear up the pillars of it. [Selah.] 

I said unto the fools. Deal not foolishly: 

And to the wicked, Lift not up the horn: 

Lift not up your horn on high: 

Speak not with a stiff neck. 

For promotion cometh neither from the east, 
nor from the west. 

Nor from the south. 

But God is the judge: 

He putteth down one, and setteth up an 
other. 

For in the hand of the Lord there is 
and the wine is red. 

It is fuH of irdxto and he 
the same : 

But the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the 
earth shall wring them out, and drink 
them. 

But I will declare for ever; 
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* To our surprise Charles Kingsley speaks of this as his favourite Psalm. It would be interesting to know 
in what way It appealed to him. And it makes us think that Psalms that do not directly speak to us may have 
a message from C^d to someone else^ and be speaking to them very clearly. We each have to find our own, 
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All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; 
But the horns of the righteous shaE be 
exalted. 


FJ ^ To the chief Musician on Neginothj A 
/ C3 Psalm or Song of Asaph. 

IN Judah is God known 
His name is great in Israel. 

In Salem also is his tabernacle. 

And his dwelling place in Zion. 

There brake he the arrows of the bow. 

The shield, and the sword, and the battle. 

[Selah.] 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than 
the mountains of prey. 

The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept 
their sleep : 

And none of the men of might have found 
their hands. 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both the chariot and horse are cast into a 
dead sleep. 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared: 

And who may stand in thy sight when once 
thou art angry ? 

Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from 
heaven; 

The earth feared, and was still. 

When God arose to judgment. 

To save all the meek of the earth. [SelahJ 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: 
The remainder of wrath shait thou restrain. 
Vow, and pay unto the Lorb your God: 
Let all that be round about him bring 
presents unto him that ought to be feared. 
He shall cut off the spirit of princes : 

He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 


The years of ancient times. 

I call to remembrance my song in the night; 
I commune with mine own heart: 

And my spirit made diligent search. 

WiU the Lord cast off for ever? 

And will he be favourable no more? 

Is his mercy clean gone for ever? 

Doth his promise fail for evermore? 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 

Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies ? 

[Selah.] 

And I said, This is my infirmity: 

But I will remember the years of the right 
hand of the most High. 

I will remember the works of the Lord: 
Surely I will remember thy wonders of old, 
I will meditate also of all thy work. 

And talk of thy doings. 

Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: 

Who is so great a God as our God? 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: 
Thou hast declared thy strength among the 
people. 

Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy 
people. 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. [Selah.] 
The waters saw thee, O God, 

The waters saw thee; they were afraid: 

The depths also were troubled. 

The clouds poured out water: 

The skies sent out a sound: 

Thine arrows also went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: 
The lightnings lightened the world : 

The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way is in the sea. 

And thy path in the great waters. 

And thy footsteps are not known. 

Thou leddest thy people like a flock 
By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 


To the chief Musician^ to Jeduthun, A 
/ / Psalm of Asaph. 

I CRIED unto God with my voice. 
Even unto God with my voice; and he gave 
ear xmto me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: 
My sore ran in the night, and ceased not: 
My soul refused to be comforted. 

I remembered God, and was troubled: 

I complained, and my spirit was over- 
whelmed. [Selah.] 

Thou boldest mine eyes waking : 

I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

I have considered the days of old. 


Maschil of Asaph. 


GIVE ear, O my people, to my law: 
Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable: 

I will utter dark sayings of old; 

Which we have heard and known, 

And our fathers have told us. 

We will not liide them from their children, 
Shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the Lord, 



And his strength, and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. 

For he established a testimony in Jacob, 
And appointed a law in Israel, 

Which he commanded our fathers, 

That they should make them known to their 
children: 

That the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be 
born; 

Who should arise and declare them to their 
children: 

That they might set their hope in God, 

And not forget the works of God, 

But keep his commandments: 

And might not be as their fathers, 

A stubborn and rebellious generation; 

A generation that set not their heart aright. 
And whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
The children of Ephraim, being armed, and 
carrying bows. 

Turned back in the day of battle. 

They kept not the covenant of God, 

And refused to walk in his law; 

And forgat his works. 

And his wonders that he had shewed them. 
Marvellous things did he in the sight of their 
fathers. 

In the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
He divided the sea, and caused them to pass 
through; 

And he made the waters to stand as an heap. 
In the daytime also he led them with a cloud. 
And all the night with a light of fire. 

He clave the rocks in the wilderness. 

And gave them drink as out of the great 
depths. 

He brought streams also out of the rock. 
And caused waters to run down like rivers. 
And they sinned yet more against hini 
By provoking the most High in the wilder- 
ness. 

And they tempted God in their heart 
By asking meat for their lust. 

Yea, they spake against God; 

They said. Can God furiiish a table in the 
wilderness? 

Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters 
gushed out. 

And the streams overflowed; 

Can he give bread also? 

Can he provide flesh for his people? 
Therefore the Lord heard this, and was 
wroth: 

So a fire was kindled against Jacob, 

And anger also came up against Israel; 


PSALM 78 , 42 

Because they believed not in God, 

And trusted not in his salvation ; 

Though he had commanded the clouds from 
above. 

And opened the doors of heaven. 

And had rained down manna upon them to 
eat. 

And had given them of the corn of heaven. 
Man did eat angels^ food: 

He sent them meat to the full. 

He caused an east wind to blow in the 
heaven: 

And by his power he brought in the south 
wind. 

He rained flesh also upon them as dust. 

And feathered fowls like as the sand of the 
sea: 

And he let it fall in the midst of their camp. 
Round about their habitations. 

So they did eat, and were well filled; 

For he gave them their own desire; 

They were not estranged from their lust. 
But while their meat was yet in their mouths. 
The wrath of God came upon them. 

And slew the fattest of them. 

And smote down the chosen men of Israel. 
For all this they sinned still. 

And believed not for his wondrous works. 
Therefore their days did he consume in 
vanity. 

And their years in trouble. 

When he slew them, then they sought him ; 
And they returned and enquired early after 
God. 

And they remembered that God was their 
rock, 

And the high God their redeemer. 
Nevertheless they did flatter him with their 
mouth. 

And they lied unto him with their tongues. 
For their heart was not right with him, 
Neither were they stedfast in his covenant. 
But he, being full of compassion, forgave 
their iniquity, and destroyed them not : 
Yea, many a time turned he his anger away, 
And did not stir up all his wrath. 

For he remembered that they were but 
fl.esh; 

A wind that passeth away, and cometh not 
again. 

How oft did they provoke him in the wilder- 
ness. 

And grieve him in the desert! 

Yea, they turned back and tempted God, 
And limited the Holy Gne of Israel. 

They remembered not his hand. 
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Nor the day when he delivered them from 
the enemy. 

How he had wrought his signs in Egypt^ 
And his wonders in the field of Zoan: 

And had turned their rivers into blood; 
And their floods, that they could not drink. 
He sent divers sorts of flies among them, 
wiiich devoured them; 

And frogs, which destroyed them. 

He gave also their increase unto the cater- 
piller. 

And their labour unto the locust. 

He destroyed their vines with hail. 

And their sycomore trees with frost. 

He gave up their cattle also to the hail. 

And their flocks to hot thunderbolts. 

He cast upon them the fierceness of his 
anger. 

Wrath, and indignation, and trouble. 

By sending evil angels among them. 

He made a way to his anger; 

He spared not their soul from death, 

But gave their life over to the pestilence; 
And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; 

The chief of their strength in the taber- 
nacles of Ham: 

But made his own people to go forth like 
sheep. 

And guided them in die wilderness Hke a 
flock. 

And he led them on safely, so that they 
feared not: 

But the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
And he brought them to the border of his 
sanctuary,* 

Even to this mountain, which his right hand 
had purchased. 

He cast out the heathen also before them. 
And divided them an inheritance by line, 
And made the tribes of Israel to dwell in 
their tents. 

Yet they tempted and provoked the most 
high God, 

And kept not his testimonies: 

But turned back, and dealt lUifaithfuHy like 
their fathers: 

They were turned aside like a deceitful 
bow. 

For they provoked him to anger with their 
high places. 

And moved him to jealousy with their 
graven images. 

When God heard tliis, he was wroth, 

And greatly abhorred Israel: 

So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 
The tent which he placed among men; 


And delivered his strength into captivity. 

And his glory iato the enemy’s hand. 

He gave his people over also unto the sword; 

And was wroth with his inheritance. 

The fire consumed their young men; 

And their maidens were not given to 
marriage. 

Their priests fell by the sv/ord; 

And their widows made no lamentation. 

Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep. 

And like a mighty man that shouteth by 
reason of wine. 

And he smote his enemies in the hinder 
parts: 

He put them to a perpetual reproach. 

Moreover he refused the tabernacle of 
Joseph, 

And chose not the tribe of Ephraim: 

But chose the tribe of Judah, 

The mount Zion which he loved. 

And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, 

Like the earth which he hath established for 
ever. 

He chose David also his servant. 

And took him from the sheepfolds : 

From following the ewes great with young 
he brought him 

To feed Jacob his people, and Israel his in- 
heritance. 

So he fed them according to the integrity of 
his heart; 

And guided them by the skilfulness of his 
hands. 


79 A Psalm of Asaph. 

O GOD, the heathen are come into 
thine inheritance; 

Thy holy temple have they defiled; 

They have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they 
given to be meat unto the fowls of the 
heaven. 

The flesh of tliy saints unto the beasts of the 
earth. 

Their blood have they shed like water round 
about Jerusalem; 

And there was none to bury them. 

We are become a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, 

A scorn and derision to them that are round 
about us. 

How long, Lord? wilt thou be angry for 
ever? 

Shall thy jealousy burn like fire? 



II^B 




^ It is better to think of this instrument as a drum, in the ordinary sense of the word, than as a tambourine. 
In the Old Testament only one word is used for these two instruments, but it is known, from the usage of 
other Semites, that the drum played an important part in worship* They were of various sizes, the large ones 
for stationary use, and small ones for processions. 

2 In this case a horn. For metal trumpets in brass or metal, cp. Ps. 98, 6. 


Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that 
have not known thee, 

And upon the kingdoms that have not called 
upon thy name. 

For they have devoured Jacob, 

And laid waste his dwelling place. 

O remember not against us former iniqui- 
ties: 

Let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us : 

For we are brought very low. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of thy name: 

And deliver us, and purge away our sins, for 
thy name’s sake. 

Wherefore should the heathen say. Where is 
their God? 

Let him be known among the heathen in our 
sight 

By the revenging of the blood of thy serv- 
ants which is shed. 

Let the sighing of the prisoner come before 
thee; 

According to the greatness of thy power 
preserve thou those that are appointed to 
die; 

And render imto our neighbours sevenfold 
into their bosom 

Their reproach, wherewith they have re- 
proached thee, O Lord. 

So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture 

Will give thee thanks for ever: 

We wiU shew forth thy praise to all genera- 
tions. 


O chief Musician upon Shoshannim- 

Eduth, A Psalm of Asaph. 

GIVE ear, G Shepherd of Israel, 
Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 

Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, 
shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manas- 
seh stir up thy strength. 

And come and save us. 

Turn us again, O God, 

And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 

O Lord God of hosts. 

How long wilt thou be angry against the 
prayer of thy people ? 

Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; 


PSALM 81 , 3 

And givest them tears to drink in great 
measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : 
And our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Turn us again, O God of hosts. 

And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: 
Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it. 

Thou preparedst room before it. 

And didst cause it to take deep root, and it 
filled the land. 

The hills were covered with the shadow of it. 
And the boughs thereof were like the goodly 
cedars. 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea, 

And her branches unto the river. 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges. 
So that all they which pass by the way do 
pluck her? 

The boar out of the wood doth waste it. 
And the wild beast of the field doth devour it. 
Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: 
Look down from heaven, and behold, and 
visit this vine; 

And the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted. 

And the branch that thou madest strong for 
thyself. 

It is burned with fire, it is cut down: 

They perish at the rebuke of thy counte- 
nance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right 
hand. 

Upon the son of man whom thou madest 
strong for thyself. 

So will not we go back from thee: 

Quicken us, and we wiU caU upon thy name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts. 

Cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 


To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A 
Ox Fsahn of Asaph. 

SING aloud unto God our strength: 
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel,^ 
The pleasant harp with the psaltery. 

Blow up the trumpet^ in the new moon. 
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PSALM 85, 10 

Mercy and truth are met together^ 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other. 

Truth shall spring out of the earth; 

And righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. 

Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good; 
And our land shall yield her increase. 
Righteousness shall go before him; 

And shall set us in the way of his steps. 


A Prayer of David. 


Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all 
my heart; 

And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

For great is thy mercy toward me: 

And thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell. 

O God, the proud are risen against me. 

And the assemblies of violent men have 
sought after my soul; 

And have not set thee before them. 

But thou, O Lord, art a God full of com- 
passion, and gracious, 

Longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and 
truth. 

O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

Give thy strength unto thy servant. 

And save the son of thine handmaid. 

Shew me a token for good; 

That they which hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed; 

Because thou. Lord, hast holpen me, and 
comforted me. 


A Psalm or Song for the sons of iCorah. 


BOW down thine ear, O Lord, hear 
me: 

For I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my soul; for I am holy: 

O thou my God, save thy servant that 
trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, O Lord: 

For I cry unto thee daily. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant: 

For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul. 

For thou. Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give; 

And plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. 

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer; 

And attend to the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I win call upon 
thee: 

For thou wilt answer me. 

Among the gods there is none like rmto thee, 

O Lord; 

Neither are there any works like unto thy 
works. 

All nations whom thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, O Lord; 

And shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things : 

Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in 
thy truth: 

* Some Psalms are like '‘the cup that nmneth oveF. We feel they mean more than Uiey say. The bare 
literal interpretation of tlie text is not sufficient to hold the thought that overflows the words. This is one of 
them. Wliat it actually says is, that Jerusalem is a Jew’s spiritual birthplace, no matter where he was bom. 
But it says it in such a way that, with our Christian knowledge of God, tlie thought of a wider application of 
Its meaning rushes like a flood of revelation to our minds. God’s worshippers are not limited to Jews; Eds 
followers are drawn from every nation. And the song inspires a vision the singer never dreamed was there, 
which not infrequently happens with these songs. To us, then, the Psalm suggests the lovely picture of God 
l<x>king at the different countries of the world, and saying of first one and then another of them, *Tliis follower 
of Mine, and that, was born there’. We see a great company being drawn from every land and nation, and the 
great and gracious God saying, T will Myself build them a glorious city; it shall be called the Mother-city, 
for they shall gather ^erc, like children of one family, and I will write their names, the names of all of them, 
on the cdty^s roll, giving them a birth*right to the privileges of citizenship in the Jerusalem of Heaven’. 


HIS foundation is in the holy moun- 
tains. 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 

More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, 

0 city of God. [Selah.] 

1 will make mention of Rahab and Babylon 
to them that know me : 

Behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; 

This man was born there. 

And of Zion it shall be said, This and that 
man was born in her: 

And the highest himself shall establish her. 

The Lord shall count, when he writeth up 
the people. 

That this man was born there J [Selah.] 

As well the singers as the players on instru- 
ments shah be there: 

All my springs are in thee. 




God is to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him 


Q Q ^ Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to 
O O chief Musician upon Mahalath Lean- 
noth, Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite. 

0 LORD God of my salvation, 

1 have cried day and night before thee : 

Let my prayer come before thee: 

Incline thine ear tmto my cry ; 

For my soul is full of troubles : 

And my life draweth nigh unto the grave. 

I am counted with them that go down into 
the pit: 

I am as a man that hath no strength; 

Free among the dead, 

Like the slain that lie in the grave, 

Whom thou rememberest no more: 

And tliey are cut off from thy hand. 

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit. 

In darkness, in the deeps. 

Thy wrath lieth hard upon me. 

And thou hast afHicted me with all thy waves. 

[Selah.] 

Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far 
from me; 

Thou hast made me an abomination unto 
them: 

l am shut up, and I cannot come forth. 
Mine eye mourneth by reason of afflic- 
tion: 

Lord, I have called daily upon thee, 

I have stretched out my hands tmto thee. 
Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead ? 

Shall the dead arise and praise thee? [Selah.] 
Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the 
grave? 

Or thy faithfulness in destruction? 

Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? 
And thy righteousness in the land of for- 
getfulness? 

But unto thee have I cried, O Lord; 

And in the morning shall my prayer prevent 
■ 'thee. 

Lord, why castest thou off my soul ? 

Why hidest thou thy face from me? 


I am afflicted and ready to die from my 
youth up: 

While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. 
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; 

Thy terrors have cut me off. 

They came roimd about me daily like water; 
They compassed me about together. 

Lover and friend hast thou put far from me. 
And mine acquaintance into darkness. 

Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 

I WILL sing of the mercies of the 
Lord for ever: 

With my mouth will I make known thy 
faithfiilness to all generations. 

For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for 
■ ever;'"' ■ 

Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the 
very heavens. 

I have made a covenant with my chosen, 

I have sworn unto David my servant. 

Thy seed will I establish for ever. 

And build up thy throne to all generations. 

[Selah.] 

And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, 
O Lord: 

Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of 
tlxe saints. 

For who in the heaven can be compared 
unto the Lord? 

Who among the sons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lord? 

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints. 

And to be had in reverence of all them that 
are about him. 

O Lord God of hosts. 

Who is a strong Lord like unto thee? 

Or to thy faithfulness round about thee? 
Thou rulest the raging of the sea; 

When the waves thereof arise, thou stillest 
them. 
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If many Psalms remind us of the sabbath and the sanctuary there are others that reflect 
weekday experiences. They are songs of the common days^ songs for the common road. 
Some of them we have heard already. They are not confined to this section. Indeed we 
ought to make it clear that the Psalter cannot he divided into welhdefined sections^ and 
also that our method of reading the book is only one of many. It is our desire to give the 
reader of the Book of Psalms a point of view that will he helpfuly and these notes are in 
the nature of a running commentary on the things we see as we turn over its pages. From 
time to time we stop to point out something that is part of the whole picture^ hutwhichhas 
at that stage come more plainly into view. At this moment it is the sound of weekday 
and workday sofigs that provides the occasion for a note. God has His minstrels on the 
common road. We are glad the singers are not all on pilgrimage to a religious festival or 
Temple service; that some of them are like ourselvesy not always on our way to church:^ 
hut often on roads that are dangerous^ difficulty and drear; roads not of our own choos- 
ing; and in company not of our own seeking. We are especially glad that the road to 
work has not been left without a heavenly song. On every road God^s minstrel sings; he 
travels them ally both the byways of the country and the highways of the town. He has a 
song for the shepherds whoy in green pastures and by still water Sy tend their flocks. He 
calls to the herdsmen away on the hills and in sight of the mountain peaks to lift up their 
voices with praise. He invites all who work in the fields on the patchwork platUy and all 
who husband the groves and vineyards to learn his lays. To the marinerSy as they put 
out to seay he throws a songy and at night sings to the watchman at the sleeping city^s 
gate. Throughout the year his voice is heardy day and nighty summer and winter. No 
day is too common for praisey from the rising of the sun to thegoing down thereof; and 
there is no season that does not off er timey and a themey for singing. 


WEEKDAYS AND WORKDAYS 


Psalms 90— 106 


90 A Prayer of Moses the man of God. 

LORD, thou hast been our dwelling 
place 

In all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth. 

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 
world. 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou 
art God. 

Thou turnest man to destruction; 

And sayest. Return, ye children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight 

Are but as yesterday when it is past. 

And as a watch in lie mgh^ 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; 
they are as a sleep: 

In the morning they are like grass which 
growethup. 

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth 
up; 

In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consimied by thine anger. 

And by thy wrath are we troubled. 


Thou hast set our iniquities before thee. 

Our secret sins in the light of thy counte- 
nance. 

For all our days are passed away in thy 
wrath: 

We Spend our years as a tale that is told. 

The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten; 

And if by reason of strength they be four- 
score years. 

Yet is their strength labour and sorrow; 

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of thine anger? 

Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. 

So teach us to number pur days. 

That we may apply our hearts xmto wisdom. 

Return, O Lord, how long? 

And let it repent thee concerning thy serv- 
ants. 

O satisfy us early with thy mercy; 

That we may rejoice and be glad aU our days. 

Make us glad according to the days wherein 
thou hast afflicted us. 

And the years wherein we have seen evil. 







wHi 


^ At the time of the Indian Mutiny a number of English people were besieged in a house in Bengal, and 
an attempt was made to smoke them out. They read together this Psalm, and as they did so, the wind changed, 
and they were saved. 

The Crusaders’ Psalm, sung by the Knights of the Red Gross when they went into battle against the 
Saracens for the conquest of Jerusalem. 


The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their waves. 

The Lord on high is mightier 
Than the noise of many waters. 

Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 
Thy testimonies are very sure: 
Holiness becometh thine house, 

O Lord, for ever. 


O LORD God, to whom vengeance 
^ r beiongeth;^ 

O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew 
thyself. 

Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: 
Render a reward to the proud. 

Lord, how long shall the wicked. 

How long shall the wicked triumph? 

How long shall they utter and speak hard 
things? 

And all the workers of iniquity boast them- 
selves? 

They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, 
And afflict thine heritage. 

They slay the widow and the stranger. 

And murder the fatherless. 

Yet they say. The Lord shall not see, 
Neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. 
Understand, ye brutish among the people: 
And ye fools, when will ye be wise? 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? 
He that formed the eye, shall he not see? 
He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he 
correct? 

He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not 
he know? 

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, 
That they are vanity. 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 
O Lord, 

And teachest him out of thy law; 

That thou mayest give him rest from the 
days of adversity. 

Until the pit be digged for the wicked. 

For the Lord will not cast off his people. 
Neither will he forsake his inheritance. 

But judgment shall return unto righteous- 
ness: ' ■ . . ■ 

And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 
Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? 
Or who will stand up for me against the 
workers of iniquity ? 


PSALM 95; II 

Unless the Lord had been my help, 

My soul had almost dwelt in silence. 

When I said. My foot sHppeth; 

Thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

In the mifltitiide of my thoughts within me 
Thy comforts delight my soul. 

Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship 
with thee. 

Which frameth mischief by a law? 

They gather themselves together against the 
soul of the righteous. 

And condemn the innocent blood. 

But the Lord is my defence; 

And my God is the rock of my refuge. 

And he shall bring upon them their own 
iniquity, 

And shall cut them off in their own wicked- 
ness; 

Yea, the Lord our God shall cut them off. 


Q w O GOME, let us sing unto the Lord:=® 
^ J Let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving. 

And make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, 

And a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: 
The strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it: 

And his hands formed the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and bow down; 

Let us toeel before the Lord our maker. 
For he is oxir God; 

And we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand. 

To day if ye will hear his voice, 

Harden not your heart, as in the provocation. 
And as in the day of temptation in the wilder- 
ness: 

When your fathers tempted me, 

Proved me, and saw my work. 

Forty years long was I grieved with this 
generation, 

And said. It is a people that do err in their 
heart, 

And they have not known my ways: 

Unto whom I sware in my wrath 
That they shoxild not enter into my rest. 



PSALM 96, I 


f \ /T O SING -unto the Lord a new song: 
^ O Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing unto the Lord, bless bis name; 

Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the heathen. 

His wonders among all people. 

For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols : 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him : 
Strength and beauty are in liis sanctuary. 
Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the 
people. 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: 

Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 
Fear before him, all the earth. 

Say among the heatlien that the Lord 
reigneth: 

The world also shall be established that it 
shall not be moved: 

He shall judge the people righteously. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad; 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: 
Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
Before the Lord : for he cometh. 

For he cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the world with righteousness. 
And the people with his truth. 


Zion heard, and was glad; 

And the daughters of Judali rejoiced 

Because of thy judgments, O Lord. 

For thou. Lord, art high above all the earth: 

Thou art exalted far above all gods. 

Ye that love the Lord, hate evil: 

He preserved! the souls of his saints; 

He delivered! them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 

Light is sown for the righteous. 

And gladness for the upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; 

And give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. 

A Psalm. 

O SING unto the Lord a new song; 

For he hath done marvellous things: 

His right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten 
iiim the victory. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation: 

His righteousness hath he openly shewed in 
the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth toward the house of Israel; 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salva- 
tion of our God. 

Make a joyful noise imto the Lord, all the 
earth: 

Make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise. 

Sing unto the Lord with the harp; 

With the harp, and the voice of a psakn. 

With trumpets and soimd of cornet 

Make a joyful noise before the Lord, the 
King. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands: 

Let the hills be joyful togetlier 

Before the Lord; for he cometh to judge the 
earth: 

With righteousness shall he judge the world, 

And the people with equity. 


THE Lord reigneth; let the earth 
^ I rejoice; 

Let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 
Clouds and darkness are round about him: 
Righteousness and judgment are the habita- 
tion of his throne. 

A fire goeth before him. 

And burneth up liis enemies round about. 
His lightnings enlightened the world: 

The earth saw, and trembled. 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of 
the Lord, 

At the presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness. 

And all the people see his glory. 
Confounded be all tliey that serve graven 
images. 

That boast themselves of idols : 

Worship him, all ye gods. 


OO Lord reigneth; let the people 
tremble: 

He sitteth between the cherubims; let the 
earth be moved. 

The Lord is great in Zion; 

And he is high above all the people. 

Let them praise thy great and terrible name; 
For it is holy. 

The king’s strength also loveth judgment; 
Thou dost establish equity. 



Thou executest judgment and righteousness 
in Jacob. 

Exalt ye the Lord our God^ 

And worship at his footstool; 

For he is holy. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests^ 

And Samuel among them that call upon his 
name; 

They called upon the L 0 RD 3 and he an- 
swered them. 

He spake imto them in the cloudy pillar: 

They kept his testimonies^ and the ordinance 
that he gave them. 

Thou answeredst them^ O Lord our God : 

Thou wast a God that forgavest them^ 

Though thou tookest vengeance of their 
inventions. 

Exalt the Lord our God^ 

And worship at his holy hill; 

For the Lord our God is holy. 


100 


A Psalm of praise. 


MAKE a joyful noise unto the 
Lord^ all ye lands.^ 

Serve the Lord with gladness: 

Come before his presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord he is God : 

It is he that hath made us^ and not we our- 
selves; 

We are his people:> and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving. 

And into his courts with praise : 

Be tliankful unto him, and bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is ever- 
lasting; 

And his truth endureth to all generations. 
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A Psalm of David. 


I WILL sing of mercy and judg- 
ment:^ 

Unto thee, O Lord, will I sing. 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. 
G when wilt thou come unto me? 

I will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart. 

I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes : 


PSALM 102, II 

I hate the work of them that turn aside; 

It shall not cleave to me. 

A froward heart shall depart from me : 

I win not know a wicked person. 

Whoso privily siandereth his neighbour, him 
win I cut off: 

Him that hath an high look and a proud 
heart will not I suffer. 

Mine eyes shah be upon the faithful of the 
land, that they may dwell with me: 

He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall 
serve me. 

He that worketh deceit shaU not dweh with- 
in my house: 

He that teHeth lies shaU not tarry in my sight. 
I will early destroy aU the wicked of the 
land; 

That I may cut off aU wicked doers from the 
city of the Lord. 

"I ^ ^ Prayer of the afflicted, when he is 

w overwhelmed, and poureth out his 
complaint before the Lord. 

HEAR my prayer, O Lord, 

And let my cry come unto thee. 

Hide not thy face from me in the day when 
I am in trouble; 

Incline thine ear unto me ; 

In the day when I call answer me speedily. 
For my days are consumed like smoke, 

And my bones are burned as an hearth. 

My heart is smitten, and withered like grass ; 
So that I forget to eat my bread. 

By reason of the voice of my groaning 
My bones cleave to my skin. 

I am like a pelican of the wilderness 
I am like an owl of the desert. 

I watch, and am 

As a sparrow alone upon the house top. 
Mine enemies reproach me all the day; 
And they that are mad against me are sworn 
against me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread. 

And mingled my drink with weeping. 
Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: 
For thou hast lifted me up, and cast me 
down. 

My days are like a shadow that declineth; 
And I am withered like grass. 


* The basis of the hymn, ‘All people that on earth do dwell’, which is known and sung everywhere. Like 
a girdle of song it encircles the earth. 

2 Called both ‘A Householders* Psalm* and ‘A Mirror for Monarchs*. It forms part of the English Corona- 
tion service. 

3 The pelican seeks solitary placeSj the owl sits among the ruins, the sparrow is a despised, insignificant little 
thing that no one cares for. All are touching figxires of a bereaved souL Mrs. Browning in her sorrow found 
consolation in the Psalm’s declaration of God’s everlasting and unchanging character, and has expressed the 
Psalmist’s and her own mind in her poem 
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JLV/ I O Lord my God^ thou art very 
great; 

Thou art clothed with honour and majesty. 
Who coverest thyself with light as with a 
garment: 


PSALM 102,12 

But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever; 
And thy remembrance unto all generations. 
Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion : 
For the time to favour her, yea, the set time, 
is come. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones. 
And favour the dust thereof. 

So the heathen shall fear the name of the 
Lord, 

And all the kings of the earth thy glory. 
When the Lord shall build up Zion, 

He shall appear in his glory. 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute. 
And not despise their prayer. 

This shall be written for the generation to 
come: 

And the people which shall be created shall 
praise the Lord. 

For he hath looked down from the height of 
his sanctuary; 

From heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth; 

To hear the groaning of the prisoner; 

To loose those that are appointed to death; 
To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, 
And his praise in Jerusalem; 

When the people are gathered together. 
And the kingdoms, to serve the Lord. 

He weakened my strength in the way; 

He shortened my days. 

I said, O my God, take me not away in the 
midst of my days: 

Thy years are throughout all generations. 
Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth; 

And the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: 
Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; 
As a vesture shalt thou change them, and 
they shall be changed; 

But thou art the same. 

And thy years shall have no end. 

The children of thy servants shall continue, 
And their seed shall be established before 
thee. 


A Psalm of David. 


BLESS the Lord, O my soul: 

And all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

And forget not all his benefits: 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 

Who healeth all thy diseases; 


Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies; 

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; 
So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The Lord executeth righteousness 
And judgment for all that are oppressed. 

He made known liis ways unto Moses, 

His acts unto the children of Israel, 

The Lord is merciful and gracious. 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always chide: 

Neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

He hath not dealt v/ith us after our sins; 
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high above the earth. 
So great is his mercy toward them that fear 
him. 

As far as the east is from the west. 

So far hath he removed our transgressions 
from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; 

He remembereth that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are as grass; 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 
For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
And the place thereof shall know it no more. 
But the mercy of the Lord is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting upon them that fear him. 
And his righteousness unto children's child- 
ren; 

To such as keep his covenant. 

And to those that remember his command- 
ments to do them. 

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the 
heavens; 

And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, ye his angels. 

That excel in strength, that do his command- 
ments. 

Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 
Bless ye die Lord, all ye his hosts; 

Ye ministers of his, that do Ms pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, all Ms works 
In all places of Ms domimon: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 



Man goeth forth unto his work and to Ms labour until the evening 


Who stretchest out the heavens lilte a curtain : 
Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters : 

Who maketh the clouds his chariot: 

Who walketh upon the wings of the wind : 
Who maketh his angels spirits i 
His ministers a flaming fire: 

Who laid the formdations of the eartha 
That it should not be removed for ever. 
Thou coyeredst it with the deep as with a 
garment: 

The waters stood above the mountains. 

At thy rebuke they fleda 
At the voice of thy thunder they hasted 
away. 

They go up by the mountains ; they go down 
by the valleys 

Unto the place which thou hast founded for 
them. 

Thou hast set a bound that they may not 
pass over; 

That they turn not again to cover the earth. 
He sendeth the springs into the valleys. 
Which nm among the hills. . 

They give drink to every beast of the field: 
The wild asses quench their thirst. 

By them shall the fowls of the heaven have 
their habitation. 

Which sing among the branches. 

He watereth the hills from his chambers : 
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy 
works. 

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle. 
And herb for the service of man: 

That he may bring forth food out of the 
earth; 

And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
And oil to make his face to shine. 

And bread which strengtheneth man’s heart. 
The trees of the Lord are full of sap; 

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath 
planted; 

Where the birds make their nests: 

As for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 


The high liills are a refuge for the wild goats; 
And the rocks for the conies. 

He appointed the moon for seasons: 

The sun knoweth his going down. 

Thou makest darkness, and it is night: 
Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep 
forth. 

The young lions roar after their prey. 

And seek their meat from God. 

The stm ariseth, they gather themselves 
together. 

And lay them down in their dens. 

Man goetli fortli unto his work 
And to his labour until tlie evening. 

0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! 

In wisdom hast thou made them all : 

The earth is full of thy riches. 

So is this great and wide sea. 

Wherein are things creeping innumerable. 
Both small and great beasts. 

There go the ships: 

There is that leviathan, whom thou hast 
made to play therein. 

These wait all upon thee; 

That thou mayest give them their meat in 
due season. 

That thou givest them they gather: 

Thou openest thine hand, they are filled 
with good. 

Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled; 
Thou takest away their breath, they die. 
And return to their dust. 

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are 
created; 

And thou renewest the face of the earth. 
The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever; 
The Lord shall rejoice in his works. 

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: 
He toucheth the hills, and they smoke. 

1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: 

I will sing praise to my God while I have my 

being. 

My meditation of him shall be sweet; 

I will be glad in the Lord, 
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* Let the sinners be consumed out of the 
earth, 

And let the wicked be no more. 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise ye the Lord, 


t n ^ O GIVE thanks mto the Lord; 
X ^ call upon his name : 

Make known his deeds among the people. 
Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: 

Talk ye of aU his wondrous works. 

Glory ye in his holy name: 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. 

Seek the Lord, and liis strength: 

S eek his face evermore. 

Remember his marvellous works that he 
hath done; 

His wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth; 

O ye seed of Abraham his servant. 

Ye children of Jacob his chosen. 

He is the Lord our God: 

His judgments are in ail the earth. 

He hath remembered his covenant for ever. 
The word which he commanded to a thou- 
sand generations. 

Which covenant he made with Abraham, 
And his oath unto Isaac; 

And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a 
lawa 

And to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, 

The lot of your inheritance: 

When they were but a few men in number; 
Yea, very few, and strangers in it. 

When they went from one nation to another, 
Prom one kingdom to another people; 

He suffered no man to do them wrong: 

Yea. he reoroved kin^^s for their sakes * 


He made him lord of his house. 

And ruler of all his substance : 

To bind his princes at his pleasure; 

And teach his senators wisdom, 

Israel also came into Egypt; 

And Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
And he increased his people greatly; 

And made them stronger than their enemies. 
He turned their heart to hate his people. 

To deal subtilly with his servants. 

He sent Moses his servant; 

And Aaron whom he had chosen. 

They shewed his signs among them. 

And wonders in the land of Ham. 

He sent darkness, and made it dark; 

And they rebelled not against his word. 

He mrned their waters into blood. 

And slew their fish. 

Their land brought forth frogs in abun- 
dance. 

In the chambers of their kings. 

He spake, and there came divers sorts of 
flies. 

And lice in all their coasts. 

He gave them hail for rain. 

And flaming fire in their land. 

He smote their vines also and their fig trees; 
And bralce the trees of their coasts. 

He spake, and the locusts came. 

And caterpillers, and that without number. 
And did eat up all the herbs in their land. 
And devoured the fruit of their gromd. 

He smote also all the firstborn in their land. 
The chief of all their strength. 

He brought them forth also with silver and 
gold: 

And there was not one feeble person among 
their tribes. 

Egypt was glad when they departed: 

For the fear of them fell upon them. 

He spread a cloud for a covering; 

A.nd 1*0 in 't'lif* nicr'h't' 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

XiJO O give thanks unto the Lord ^ for 
he is good: 

For his mercy endnreth for ever. 

Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord ? 
Who can shew forth all his praise? 

Blessed are they that keep judgment. 

And he that doeth righteousness at all times. 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour 
that thou bearest unto thy people: 

O visit me with thy salvation; 

That I may see the good of thy chosen. 
That I may rejoice in the gladness of thy 
nation. 

That I may glory with thine inheritance. 

We have sinned with our fathers, 

We have committed iniquity, we have done 
wickedly. 

Our fathers imderstood not thy wonders in 
Egypt; 

They remembered not the multitude of thy 
mercies; 

But provoked him at the sea, even at the 
Red sea. 

Nevertheless he saved them for his name's 
sake, 

That he might make his mighty power to be 
known. 

He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried 
up: 

So he led them through the depths, as 
through the wilderness. 

And he saved them from the hand of him 
that hated them, 

And redeemed them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

And the waters covered their enemies : 
There was not one of them left. 

Then believed they his words; 

They sang his praise. 

They soon forgat his works; 

They waited not for his counsel: 

But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness. 
And tempted God in the desert. 

And he gave them their request; 

But sent leanness into their soul. 

They envied Moses also in the camp. 

And Aaron the saint of the Lord. 

The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 
And covered the company of Abiram, 

And a fire was kindled in their comply; 
The flame burned up the wicked. 

They made a calf in Horeb, 

And worshipped the molten image. 

Thus they changed their glory 


PSALM 106, 40 

Into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. 
They forgat God their saviour, 

Which had done great things in Egypt; 
Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

And terrible things by the Red sea. 
Therefore he said that he would destroy 
them. 

Had not Moses his chosen stood before him 
in the breach. 

To turn away his wrath, lest he should de- 
stroy them. 

Yea, they despised the pleasant land. 

They believed not his word: 

But murmured in their tents. 

And hearkened not imto the voice of the 
Lord, 

Therefore he lifted up his hand against them. 
To overthrow them in the wilderness : 

To overthrow their seed also among the 
nations. 

And to scatter them in the lands. 

They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, 
And ate the sacrifices of the dead. 

Thus they provoked him to anger with their 
inventions: 

And the plague brake in upon them. 

Then stood up Phinehas, and executed 
judgment: 

And so the plague was stayed. 

And that was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness 

Unto all generations for evermore. 

They angered him also at the waters of strife. 
So that it went ill with Moses for their sakes : 
Because they provoked his spirit. 

So that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 
They did not destroy the nations, 
Goncerning whom the Lord commanded 
them: 

But were mingled among the heathen. 

And learned their works. 

And they served their idols : 

Which were a snare imto them. 

Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto devils. 

And shed innocent blood, even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters. 

Whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan : 
And the land was polluted with blood. 

Thus were they defiled with their own works. 
And went a whoring with their own in- 
ventions. 

Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against his people. 

Insomuch that he abhorred his own inheri- 
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And lie gave them into the hand of the 
heathen j 

And they that hated them ruled over them. 
Their enemies also oppressed them, 

And they were brought into subjection under 
their hand. 

Many times did he deliver them; 

But they provoked him witli their coiinsel, 
And were brought low for their iniquity. 
Nevertheless he regarded their afiiiction, 
When he heard their cry: 

And he remembered for them his covenant. 


And repented according to the multitude of 
his mercies. 

He made them also to be pitied 
Of all those that carried them captives. 

Save us, O Lord our God, 

And gather us from among the heathen. 

To give thanks unto thy holy name. 

And to triumph in thy praise. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
From everlasting to everlasting: 

And let all the people say. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


FELLOW TRAVELLERS 


Psalms 107—118 


Up to the present we have been looking at the road^ but this Psalm gives a closC’-up of 
some of the people on it^ and offers an opportunity for noting the various types of 
character we have met on our journey. Some of the people have been so distinctly 
described that we have had no difficulty in recognizing them^ not as individuals but as 
representative members of the usual orders of society: kings^ princes^ courtiers^ officers of 
the guards and servants of the royal household; priests^ choristers^ and musicians; 
shepherds i harvesters:^ outlaws^ and exiles. Another group we have been able to disthi” 
guish^ no less plainly. We are glad to have been reminded of it from time to time^ 
though it saddens our heart to know that in our day more has not been done to make the 
road easier for these travellers. We speak of those who suffer paiu:, who are afflicted by 
disease and physical disability; and with them:, those who are afflicted in estate^ the poor 
and needy. Again:, sometimes we have thought:, though it may have been a personal 
interest that has influenced our minds^ that we could detect in the choice of a word or 
phrase in a song:, a hint of some personal characteristic in a singer which betrayed a close 
resemblance to ourselves or those we know. If we turn our eyes from the figures that have 
been drawn on the sacred page to those we see on the road of life outside the bookywhoy in 
more recent yearsy have joined the company of God^s peopky there is the same diversity 
of callingy character y and condition. But it is one testimony they all givey one song they 
allsingy one theme that is for ever on all their lips: God is good. His lovingkindness is 
to all men every wherey and always. 


*1 7 ^ give thanks unto the Lord, 

X\J i for he is good: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. 
Whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy; 

And gathered them out of the lands. 

From the east, and from the west. 

From the north, and from the south. 

They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 
way; 

They found no city to dwell in. 

Hungry and thirsty. 

Their soul fainted in them. 


Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble. 

And he delivered them out of their distresses. 

And he led them forth by the right way. 

That they might go to a city of habitation. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

For he satisfieth the longing soul. 

And iilleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. 

Being bound in affliction and iron; 
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Ephraim also is the strength of mine head^ 
Judah is my lawgiver; 

Moab is my washpot; 

Over Edom will I cast out my shoe; 

Over Philistia will I trixamph. 

Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? 

Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us olf ? 
And wilt not thou, O God, go forth with 
our hosts? 

Give us help from trouble: 

For vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 

For he it is that shall tread down our 
enemies. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 
David. 


109 

HOLD not thy peace, O God of 
my praise; 

For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth 
of the deceitful are opened against me: 
They have spoken against me with a lying 
tongue. 

They compassed me about also with words 
of hatred; 

And fought against me without a cause. 

For my love they are my adversaries: 

But I give myself unto prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil for good. 
And hatred for my love. 

Set thou a wicked man over him: 

And let Satan stand at his right hand. 
When he shall be judged, let him be con- 
demned: 

And let his prayer become sin. 

Let his days be few;’^ 

And let another take his office. 

Let his children be fatherless, 

And his wife a widow. 

Let his children be continually vagabonds, 
and beg: 

Let them seek their bread also out of their 
desolate places. 

Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; 
And let the strangers spoil his labour. 

Let there be none to extend mercy unto liim : 


Neither let there be any to favour his father- 
less children. 

Let his posterity be cut off; 

And in the generation following let their 
name be blotted out. 

Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered 
with the Lord; 

And let not the sin of his mother be blotted 
out. 

Let them be before the Lord continually, 

That he may cut of£ the memory of them 
from the earth. 

Because that he remembered not to shew 
mercy. 

But persecuted the poor and needy man. 

That he might even slay the broken in heart. 

As he loved cursing, so let it come unto 
him: 

As he delighted not in blessing, so let it be 
far from him. 

As he clothed himself with cursing like as 
with his garment. 

So let it come into his bowels like water, 

And like oil into his bones. 

Let it be unto him as the garment which 
covereth him, 

And for a girdle wherewith he is girded con- 
tinually. 

Let this be the reward of mine adversaries 
from the Lord, 

And of them that speak evil against my soul. 

But do thou for me, O God the Lord, for thy 
name’s sake: 

Because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me. 

Bor I am poor and needy. 

And my heart is wounded within me. 

I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: 

I am tossed up and down as the locust. 

My knees are weak through fasting; 

And my flesh faileth of fatness. 

I became also a reproach unto them: 

When they looked upon me they shaked 
their heads. 

Help me, O Lord my God: 

O save me according to thy mercy: 

That they may know that this is thy hand; 

That thou. Lord, hast done it. 

Let them curse, but bless thou: 


^ Before we criticize the Psalmist or try to explain his words let us realize what he is doing. He is laying 
his case before God, and making his requests known to Him. There is no better way. God is the right person 
to deal with them. Therein we admire the sense of the man, and the issue can be safely left to God. He will 
right, whatever man asks. But were not these dreadful things to ask of God? Of course they were, but we 
not have known that if God had not pointed it out to us and through His Son shown us where they 
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The Lord is high above ail nations. 

And his glory above the heavens. 

Who is like unto the Lord our God, 

Who dwelleth on high, 

Who humbieth himself to behold 
The things that are in heaven, and in the 
earth! 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust. 

And lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 
That he may set him with princes. 

Even with the princes of his people. 

He maketh the barren woman to keep house. 
And to be a joyful mother of children. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


m WHEN Israel went out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people 
of strange language; 

Judah was his sanctuary. 

And Israel his dominion. 

The sea saw it, and fled: 

Jordan was driven back. 

The momtains skipped like rams. 

And the little hiUs like lambs. 

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fied- 
dest? 

Thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; 
And ye little hills, like lambs ? 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the 
Lord, 

At ^e presence of the God of Jacob; 

Which turned the rock into a standing water. 
The flint into a fotmtain of waters. 


1 1 Cf HOT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
i-L But unto thy name give glory. 

For thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 
Wherefore should the heathen say. 

Where is now their God? 

But our God is in the heavens; 

He ha& done whatsoever he hath pleased. 
Their idols are silver and gold. 

The work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they speak not: 
Eyes have they, but they see not: 

They have ears, but they hear not: 

Noses have they, but they smell not: 

They have hands, but they handle not; 

Feet have they, but they walk not: 

Neither speak they through their throat. 
They that make them are like unto them; 

So IS every one that trusteth in them. 

O Israel, trust thou in the Lord : 

He is their help and their shield. 


O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord: 

He is their help and their shield. 

Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord : 
He is their help and their shield. 

The Lord hath been mindful of us; he will 
bless us; 

He will bless tlie house of Israel; 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

He will bless them that fear the Lord, 

Both small and great. 

The Lord shall increase you more and more, 
You and your children. 

Ye are blessed of the Lord 
Which made heaven and earth. 

The heaven, even the heavens, are the 
Lord’s; 

But the earth hath he given to the children 
of men. 

The dead praise not the Lord, 

Neither any that go down into silence. 

But we will bless the Lord 
From this time forth and for evermore. 
Praise the Lord. 


*1*1^1 F,0VE the Lord, because he 
AXU hath heard 
My voice and my supplications* 

Because he hath inclined his ear unto me. 
Therefore will I call upon him as long as I 
live. 

The sorrows of death compassed me. 

And the pains of hell gat hold upon me ; 

I found trouble and sorrow. 

Then called I upon the name of the Lord; 

0 Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

Yea, oiur God is merciful. 

The Lord preserveth the simple: 

1 was brought low, and he helped me. 
Return unto thy rest, O my soul; 

For the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 
Adine eyes from tears. 

And my feet from falling, 

I will walk before the Lord 
In the land of the living. 

I believed, therefore have I spoken: 

I was greatly afiiicted: 

I said in my haste, 

AH men are liars. 

What shall I render unto the Lord 
For all his benefits toward me ? 

I will take the cup of salvation. 

And call upon the name of the Lord. 








PSALM 118 , 24 

This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
We will rejoice and be giad in it. 

Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: 

O Lord, I beseech thee, send now pros- 
perity. 

Blessed be he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: 

We have blessed you out of the house of the 
Lord. 

THE RULE OF THE ROAD 


God is the Lord, which hath shewed us 
light: 

Bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the 
horns of the altar. 

Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: 

Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

O give thanks tmto the Lord; 

For he is good: for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

Psaltn 119 


Among the travellers there is one we cannot miss. His quiets thoughtful nature^ and his 
unassuming friendliness make us bold to draw near to him during one of his wayside 
meditations. Make known to us^ we ask^ the secret of this road. Tell us how it is that 
you and your fellow travellers journey so joyously^ so hopefully and so bravely. Show 
us what makes the spirit of your people so different from the spirit of the people that 
Moses led, For^ are they not their children? And is not this road as long and difficult 
as that their fathers knew? We listen to his prayer^ and the truth is ours. The secret is 
in the words we hear. These people stand not in terror of the Most High. They know 
Him so welli and love Him so deeply that they seek His company^ and in His presence 
they open their hearts as freely as if they were talking to a friend:, without forgetting that 
the Friend is God. David taught them this secret. He discovered in his hearfs experi-- 
ence that he could speak to God:, God would hear him. Thus saith the Lord:, cried 
Moses. God speaks to men; let the whole world tremble. YeS:, says Davids but this also 
I have found: God listens to men^ even to the voice of a shepherd-boy; let all men 
everywhere rejoice. At this news there was such a burst of singing that ever since men 
have turned their ears to listen to it. But the message that the music brings:, men are still 
slow of heart to believe. They join in the Psalms of David:, but they keep not the rule of 
the road. They speak not to the Friend who journeys with them. 


ALEPH. 

BLESSED are the undefiled in the 
way. 

Who walk in the law of the Lord. 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies. 
And that seek him with the whole heart. 
They also do no iniquity: 

They wallc in his ways. 

Thou hast commanded us to keep 
Thy precepts diligently. 

0 that my ways were directed 
To keep thy statutes! 

Then shall I not be ashamed, 

When I have respect unto all thy command- 
ments. 

1 will praise thee with uprightness of heart. 
When I shall have learned thy righteous 

judgments, 

I will keep thy statutes : 

O forsake me not utterly. 


BETH. 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
way? 

By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee : 

0 let me not wander from thy command- 
ments. 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart. 

That 1 might not sin against thee. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord : 

Teach me thy statutes. 

With my lips have I declared 
All the judgments of thy mouth. 

1 have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies. 
As much as in all riches. 

I will meditate in thy precepts, 

And have respect unto thy ways. 

I will delight myself in thy statutes : 

I will not forget thy word. 


PSALM 119:, 53 


GIMEL. 

Deal boimtifully with thy servant^ that I 
may Hve^ 

And keep thy word. 

Open thou mine eyes^ that I may behold 
Wondrous things out of thy law. 

I am a stranger in the eartli: 

Hide not thy commandments from me. 

My soul breaketh for the longing 
That it hath unto thy judgments at all times. 
Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed^ 
Which do err from thy commandments. 
Remove from me reproach and contempt: 
For I have kept thy testimonies. 

Princes also did sit and speak against me: 
But thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 
Thy testimonies also are my delight 
And my counsellors. 


My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 

Quicken thou me according to thy word. 

I have declared my ways^ and thou heardest 
me: 

Teach me thy statutes. 

Make me to understand the way of thy pre- 
cepts: 

So shall I talk of thy wondrous works. 

My soul melteth for heaviness: 

Strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word. 

Remove from me the way of lying: 

And grant me thy law graciously. 

I have chosen the way of truth: 

Thy judgments have I laid before me. 

I have stuck unto thy testimonies: 

0 Lord^ put me not to shame, 

1 will run the way of thy commandments^ 
When thou shalt enlarge my heart. 


Teach me^ O Lord^ the way of thy statutes^ 
And I shall keep it unto the end. 

Give me understandings and I shall keep thy 
law^ 

Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 
Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments; 


For therein do I delight. 

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies^) 

And not to covetousness. 

Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; 
And quicken thou me in thy way. 

Stablish thy word unto thy servant^ 

Who is devoted to thy fear. 

Turn away my reproach which I fear: 

For thy judgments are good. 

Beholda I have longed after thy precepts : 
Quicken me in thy righteousness. 


VAU. 

Let thy mercies come also imto me^ O Lord^ 
Even thy salvation, according to thy word. 
So shall I have wherewith to answer him 
that reproacheth me: 

For I trust in thy word. 

And take not the word of truth utterly out 
of my mouth; 

For I have hoped in thy judgments. 

So shall I keep thy law continually 
For ever and ever. 

And I will walk at liberty: 

For I seek thy precepts. 

I win speak of thy testimonies also before 
kings. 

And will not be ashamed. 

And I will delight myself in thy command- 
ments. 

Which I have loved. 

My hands also wiE I lift up unto thy com- 
mandments, which I have loved; 

And I wiU meditate in thy statutes, 

ZAIN. 

Remember the word unto thy servant. 
Upon which thou hast caused me to hope. 
This is my comfort in my afHiction: 

For thy word hath quickened me. 

The proud have had me greatly in derision : 
Yet have I not declined from thy law. 

I remembered thy judgments of old, O 
■Lorb;. ■ 

And have comforted myself. 

Horror hath taken hold upon me 
Because of the wicked that fors thy law. 


DALETH. 


HE. 


Many people have a mistaken idea of this Psalm, They look upon it as a formal and somewhat artificial 
hymn in praise of ‘the Law of the Lord*, designed as an md for the instruction of the youth of Israel. The 
alphabetical arrangement of its stanzas may have contributed to this impression. The words dividing the 
Pstoi are the names of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The lines of each stanza begin with the letter 
indicated. But the Psalm is far from being a formal lesson of instruction) and the Law referred to covers the 
whole revelation of God as a guide to life. There is not anywhere in the Psalter more practical and valuable 
help to the cultivation of spiritual life than is to be found in this Psalmist^s intimate and devout communion 
with God. 
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PSALM 119, 135 I; 


The wicked have waited for me to destroy 
me: 

But I will consider thy testimonies. 

I have seen an end of all perfection: 

But thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

0 how love I thy law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 

Thou through thy commandments hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies : 

For they are ever with me. 

1 have more imderstanding than all my 
teachers: 


For I will keep the commandments of my 
God* 

Uphold me according unto thy word, that I 
may live: 

And let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : 

And I will have respect unto thy statutes 
continually. 

Thou hast trodden down all them that err 
from thy statutes: 

For their deceit is falsehood. 

Thou puttest away ail the wicked of the earth 
like dross : 

Therefore I love thy testimonies. 


iViv hesh trembleth for fear of thee* 
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PSALM 11 % 135 


And teach me thy statutes. 

Rivers of waters run down mine eyes. 
Because they keep not thy law. 


T2ADDI. 

Righteous art thou, O Loed^ 

And upright are thy judgments. 

Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded 
are righteous 
And very faithful. 

My zeal hath consumed me. 

Because mine enemies have forgotten thy 
words. 

Thy word is very pure: 

Therefore thy servant loveth it. 

I am small and despised: 

Yet do not I forget thy precepts. 

Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteous- 
ness. 

And thy law is the truth. 

Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: 
Yet thy commandments are my delights. 
The righteousness of thy testimonies is ever- 
lasting: 

Give me understanding, and I shall live, 
KOPH. 

I cried with my whole heart j hear me, O 
Lohd • 

I wM keep thy statutes, 

I cried unto thee i save me. 

And I shall keep thy testimonies. 

I prevented the da wrung of the morning, 
and cried: 

I hoped in tliy word. 

Mine eyes prevent the night watches. 

That I might meditate in thy word. 

Hear my voice according unto thy loving- 
kindness; 

O Lord, quicken me according to thy judg- 
ment. 

They draw nigh that follow after mischief: 
They are far from thy law. 

Thou art near, O L0RD5 

And all thy commandments are truth. 
Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of 
old 

That thou hast founded them for ever. 


Consider mine affiction, and deliver me : 
For I do not forget thy law. 

Plead my cause, and deliver me; 


Quicken me according to thy word. 
Salvation is far from the wicked: 

For they seek not thy statutes. 

Great are thy tender mercies, O Lord: 
Quicken me according to thy judgments. 
Many are my persecutors and mine enemies^ 
Yet do I not decline from thy testimonies. 

I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; 
Because they kept not thy word. 

Consider how I love thy precepts: 

Quicken me, O Lord, according to thy 
lovingkindness. 

Thy word is true from tlie beginning: 

And every one of thy righteous judgments 
endureth for ever. 


SCHIN. 

Princes have persecuted me without a cause: 
But my heart standeth in awe of thy word, 
I rejoice at thy word. 

As one that findeth great spoil. 

I hate and abhor lying: 

But thy law do I love. 

Seven times a day do I praise thee 
Because of thy righteous judgments. 

Great peace have they which love thy law; 
And nothing shall offend them. 

Lord, I have hoped for thy salvation, 

And done thy commandments. 

My soul hath kept thy testimonies; 

And I love them exceedingly. 

I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies ; 
For all my ways are before thee. 


Let my ay come near before thee, O Lord ; 
Give me understanding according to thy 
word. 

Let my supplication come before thee: 
Deliver me according to thy word. 

My lips shall utter praise. 

When thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

My tongue shall speak of tiiy word: 

For all thy commandments are righteous- 
ness. 

Let thine hand help me; 

For I have chosen thy precepts. 

I have longed for thy salvation, O Lord; 

And thy law is my deHght. 

Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; 
And let thy judgments help me. 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy 
servant; 

For I do not forget thy commandments. 



AT NIGHTFALL Psahns 120—134 

The following Psalms are usually regarded as a group of songs used by pilgrims on their 
way to the Temple for the celebration of a festival or the keeping of a religious anniver- 
sary. They are most appropriate for the purpose^ and many centuries have confirmed 
the practice. But they always bring to our mind the picture of a caravanserai into 
which the travellers are drawing for the night. As each one enters and takes his place 
in the growing company he tells his story ^ or gives expression to the thoughts and feelings 
that have cheered him on the way^ but all without a trace of personal pride or triumph. 
It is not of themselves^ but of their Lord they speak. He is their joy and glory; and night 
fallsy to the hallowing of His name and the peace of His protection. 
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PSALM 124, I 


A Song of degrees of David. 


IF it had not been the Lord who 
was on OUT side^ 

Now may Israel say; 

If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
side^ 

When men rose up against us: 

Then they had swallowed us up quicks 
When their wrath was kindled against us : 
Then the waters had overwhelmed us. 

The stream had gone over our soul: 

Then the proud waters had gone over our 
soul. 

Blessed be the Lord, 

Who hath not given us as a prey to their 
teeth. 

Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare 
of the fowlers: 

The snare is broken, and we are escaped. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 


A Song of degrees. 


THEY that trust in the Lord 

Shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be 
removed, but abideth for ever. 

As the mountains are round about Jerusa- 
lem, 

So the Lord is round about his people 

From henceforth even for ever. 

For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon 
the lot of the righteous; 

Lest the righteous put forth their hands unto 
iniquity. 

Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good. 

And to them that are upright in their hearts. 

As for such as turn aside unto their crooked 
ways. 

The Lord shall lead them forth with the 
workers of iniquity: 

But peace shall be upon Israel. 


A Song of degrees. 


WHEN the Lord turned again the 
captivity of Zion, 

We were like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
our tongue with singing: 

Then said they among the heathen. 

The Lord hath done great things for them. 


Turn again our captivity, O Lord, 

As the streams in the south. 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, 

Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him. 


A Song of degrees for Solomon. 


EXCEPT the Lord build the house. 
They labour in vain that build it: 

Except the Lord keep the city. 

The watchman waketh but in vain. 

It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late. 

To eat the bread of sorrows: 

For so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 
And the fruit of the womb is his reward. 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; 
So are children of the youth. 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full 
of them: 

They shall not be ashamed. 

But they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate. 
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A Song of degrees. 


BLESSED is every one that fear- 
eth the Lord; 

That walketh in his ways. 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : 

Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well 
with thee. 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the 
sides of thine house: 

Thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table. 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed 

That feareth the Lord. 

The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: 

And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all 
the days of thy life. 

Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s children. 

And peace upon Israel. 


MANY a time have they afflicted 
me from my youth. 

May Israel now say: 
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PSALM 132, 14 

Here will I dwells for I have desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her provision: 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

I will also clothe her priests with salvation: 
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 
There will I make the horn of David to bud: 
I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 
His enemies will I clothe with shame: 

But upon himself shall his crown flourish. 


A Song of degrees of David. 


That went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments; 

As the dew of Hermon, 

And as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: 

For there the Lord commanded the bless- 
ing. 

Even life for evermore. 


A Song of degrees. 


BEHOLD, how good and how 
pleasant it is 

For brethren to dwell together in unity! 

It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head. 

That ran down upon the beard. 

Even Aaron^s beard: 


BEHOLD, bless ye the Lord, all 
ye servants of the Lord, 

Which by night stand in the house of the 
Lord. 

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary. 

And bless the Lord. 

The Lord that made heaven and earth 
Bless thee out of Zion, 


TO THE END OF THE JOURNEY Psalms 135—145 

As we read these closing Psalms we feel the time has come for us to take leave of the 
company we joined when we opened the book. They gather round to speed us on our 
way:, catch the sound of a great refrain; their parting word^ to be remembered 

unto the end of the journey. In our minds are thoughts of the unknown road we are 
about to travel; of the unknown days that lie ahead; of the fellowship we shall miss^ and 
the songs we shall often try to recall. But the refrain these people keep repeating we can 
never lose^ never forget^ — His mercy endureth for ever. 


1 Cf PRAISE ye the Lord. 

J Praise ye the name of the Lord; 
Praise him, Q ye servants of the Lord. 

Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, 

In the courts of the house of our God, 
Praise the Lord; for the Lord is good : 
Sing praises imto his name ; for it is pleasant. 
For the Lord hath chosen Jacob xmto him- 
self. 

And Israel for his oeculiar treasure 
For I know that the Lord is great, * 
rinci mar our JL/Oro. is aoove an gOQS. 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he 


Upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 
Who smote great nations. 

And slew mighty kings ; 

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

And Og king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan : 

And gave their land for an heritage. 

An heritage unto Israel his people. 

Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever; 
And thy memorial, O Lord, throughout a 



Bless the Lokb^ O house of Aaron: 
Bless the Lord, O house of Levi : 

Ye tiiat fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 
Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, 
Which dwelleth at Jerusalem. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of gods: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him who alone doeth great wonders: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm tliat by wisdom made the heavens: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm that stretched out the earth above 
the waters; 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that made great lights : 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

The sun to rule by day: 

For Ms mercy enduretib. for ever: 

The moon and stars to rule by night: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm that smote Egypt in their firstborn; 
For Ms mercy enduretix for ever: 

And brought out Israel from among them: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

With a strong hand, and with a stretched out 
arm: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm wMch divided the Red sea into parts : 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And made Israel to pass through the midst 
of it: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the 
Red sea: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm wMch led Ms people tMough the 
wilderness: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

To Mm wMch smote great kings : 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And slew famous kings : 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever ; 

Sihon king of the Amorites: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever: 

And Og the king of Bashan: 

For his mercy endureth for ever: 

And gave their land for an heritage: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever; 


PSALM 138,3 

Even an heritage unto Israel Ms servant: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

Who remembered us in our low estate: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever; 

And hath redeemed us from our enemies: 
For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

Who ^veth food to all flesh: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: 

For Ms mercy endureth for ever. 

m BY the rivers of Babylon, 

There we sat down, yea, we wept. 
When we remembered Zion, 

We hanged our harps 

Upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

For there they that carried us away captive 
required of us a song; 

And they that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying. 

Sing us one of tlie songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing the Lord’s song 
In a strange land? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 

Let my right hand forget her cunning. 

If I do not remember thee. 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; 

If I prefer not Jerusalem 
Above my cMef joy. 

Remember, O Lord, the cMldren of Edom 
In the day of Jerusalem; 

Who said. Rase it, rase it. 

Even to the foundation thereof. 

O daughter of Babylon, who art to be de- 
stroyed; 

Happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee 
As thou hast served us. 

Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth 
thy little ones 
Against the stones, 

138 A Psalm of David. 

I WILL praise thee with my whole 
heart: 

Before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 

I will worsMp toward thy holy temple, 

And praise thy name for thy lovingMndness 
andfordiy truth: 

For thou hast magnified thy word above all 
thy name. 

In the day when I cried thou answeredst me. 
And strengthenedst me with strength in my 
soul. 
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PSALM 138, 4 

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, 
O Lord, 

When they hear the words of thy mouth. 

Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : 

For great is the glory of the Lord. 

Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
respect unto the lowly: 

But the proud he knoweth afar off. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou 
wilt revive me: 

Thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against 
the wrath of mine enemies, 

And thy right hand shall save me. 

The Lord will perfect that which concemeth 
me : 

Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: 

Forsake not the works of thine own hands. 


'I O f\ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 

ijy 

O LORD, thou hast searched me, 
and known me.^ 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising, 

Thou understandest my thought afar off. 
Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down. 

And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue. 

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 
Thou hast beset me behind and before, 

And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 
If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. 

If I take the wings of the morning. 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
Even there shaU thy hand lead me. 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Sxirely the darkness shall cover me; 
Even the night shall be light about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
But the night shineth as the day: 

The darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee* 

For thou hast possessed my reins : 

Thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. 
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: 


Marvellous are thy works; 

And that my soul knoweth right well. 

My substance was not hid from thee. 

When I was made in secret. 

And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth. 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being 
unperfect; 

And in thy book all my members were 
written. 

Which in continuance were fashioned, 
When as yet there was none of them. 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, 
OGodI 

How great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they are more in 
number than the sand : 

When I awake, I am still with thee. 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: 
Depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. 
For they speak agaiast thee wickedly. 

And thine enemies take thy name in vain. 
Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? 
And am not I grieved with those that rise up 
against thee? 

I hate them with perfect hatred; 

I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: 

Try me, and know my thoughts ; 

And see if there be any wicked way in me. 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 


To the chief Musician, A Psalm of 

x^U 

DELIVER me, O Lord, from the 
evil man: 

Preserve me from the violent man; 

Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; 
Continually are they gathered together for 
war. 

They have sharpened their tongues like a 
serpent; 

Adders’ poison is under their lips. [Selah.] 
Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the 
wicked; 

Preserve me from the violent man; 

Who have purposed to overthrow my goings. 
The proud have hid a snare for me, and 
cords; 

They have spread a net by the wayside; 
They have set gins for me, [Selah.] 

I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God: 

God’s Infinite Patrol 


* The crowning Psalm of the Psalter for the loftiness of its thought and expression, 
pervades the whole of our existence. 







A Psalm of David. 


PSALM 143, 3 


Hear the voice of my supplications^ O Lord. 

0 God the Lord, the strength of my salva- 
tion. 

Thou hast covered my head in the day of 
battle. 

Grant not^ O Lord, the desires of the 
wicked: 

Further not his wicked device; lest they 
exalt themselves. [Seiah.] 

As for the head of those that compass me 
about. 

Let the mischief of their own lips cover 
them. 

Let burning coals fall upon them: 

Let them be cast into the fire; 

Into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 

Let not an evil speaker be established in the 
earth: 

Evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow 
him. 

1 know that the Lord will maintain the cause 
of the afflicted. 

And the right of the poor. 

Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto 
thy name: 

The upright shall dwell in thy presence. 


As when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon 
the earth. 

But mine eyes are unto thee, O God the 
Lord: 

In thee is my trust; leave not my soul desti- 
tute. 

Keep me from the snares which they have 
laid for me. 

And the gins of the workers of iniquity. 

Let the wicked fall into their own nets. 

Whilst that I withal escape. 


141 


A Psalm of David. 


LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste 
unto me; 

Give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto 
thee. 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as 
incense; 

And the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 

Keep the door of my lips. 

Incline not my heart to any evil thing. 

To practise wicked works 

With men that work iniquity: 

And let me not eat of their dainties. 

Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a 
kindness: 

And let him reprove me; it shall be an ex- 
cellent oil. 

Which shall not break my head: 

For yet my prayer also shall be in their 
calamities. 

When their judges are overthrown in stony 
places. 

They shall hear my words; for they are 
sweet. 

Our bones are scattered at the graves’ mouth. 


Maschil of David; A Prayer when he 
was in the cave. 


I CRIED unto the Lord with my 
voice; 

With my voice unto the Lord did I make my 
supplication. 

I poured out my complaint before him; 

I shewed before him my trouble. 

When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
me, then thou knewest my path. 

In the way wherein I walked have they 
privily laid a snare for me. 

I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but 
there was no man that would know me: 

Refuge failed me; no man cared for my 
soul. 

I cried unto thee, G Lord : 

I said. Thou art my refuge 

And my portion in the land of the living. 

Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very 
low: 

Deliver me from my persecutors; for they 
are stronger than I. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may 
praise thy name: 

The righteous shall compass me about; 

For thou shalt deal bountifully with me. 


HEAR my prayer, O Lord, give 
ear to my supplications : 
n thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy 
rigfeousness. 

^d enter not into judgment with thy serv- 
■ .ant: . 

^or in thy sight shall no man living be 
justified. 

"or the enemy hath persecuted my soul; 
le hath smitten my life down to the ground; 
ie hath made me to dwell in dartoess, as 
flint have liteen Ions: dead. 
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^ Whena as children^ we were perplexed by these and similar words^ and we were too young to understand 
any learned explanation of the difScultyj it was enough to he asked; What are the enemies that most severely 
afflict your soul? Are they not the evil thoughts and wicked desires you would like to see destroyed? 

® The ITe of the Old Testament. 


A Psalm of David. 


David’s Psalm of praise. 


BLESSED be the Lord my 
strength. 

Which teacheiih my hands to war. 

And my fingers to fight : 

My goodness, and my fortress; 

My high tower, and my deliverer; 

My shield, and he in whom I trust; 

Who subdueth my people under me. 

Lord, what is man, that thou takest know- 
ledge of him! 

Or the son of man, that thou makest account 
of him! 

Man is like to vanity: 

His days are as a shadow that passeth away. 
Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down; 
Touch the moimtains, and they shall smoke. 
Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: 
Shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. 


I WILL extol thee, my God, O 

king;^ 

And I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless thee; 

And I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

And his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall praise thy works to 
another. 

And shall declare thy mighty acts. 

I will speak of the glorious honour of thy 
majesty. 

And of thy wondrous works. 

And men shall speak of the might of thy 
terrible acts : 

And I will declare thy greatness. 

They shall abundantly utter the memory of 
thy great goodness. 


PSALM 143, 4 

Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within 
me; 

My heart within me is desolate. 

I remember the days of old; 

I meditate on all thy works; 

I muse on the work of thy hands. 

I stretch forth my hands unto thee: 

My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. 

[Selah.] 

Hear me speedily, O Lord : my spirit faileth: 
Hide not thy face from me, 

Lest I be like unto them that go down into 
the pit. 

Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the 
morning; 

For in thee do I trust: 

Cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; 

For I lift up my soul unto thee. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies : 

I fiee unto thee to hide me. 

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my 
God: 

Thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of 
uprightness. 

Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name’s sake : 
For thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul 
out of trouble. 

And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all diem that afflict my soul ; ^ 
For I am thy servant. 


Send tliine hand from above; 

Rid me, and deliver me out of great waters. 

From the hand of strange children; 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity. 

And their right hand is a right hand of false- 
hood. 

I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: 

Upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten 
strings will I sing praises unto thee. 

It is he that giveth salvation imto kings: 

Who delivereth David his servant from the 
hurtful sword. 

Rid me, and deliver me from tlie hand of 
strange children. 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity. 

And their right hand is a right hand of false- 
hood: 

That our sons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth; 

That our daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace : 

That our garners may be full, affording all 
manner of store; 

That our sheep may bring fortli thousands 
and ten thousands in our streets : 

That our oxen may be strong to labour; 

That there be no breaking in, nor going out; 

That there be no complaining in our streets. 

Happy is that people, that is in such a case : 

Yea, happy is that people, whose God is the 
Lord, 


And shall sing of thy righteousness. 

The Lord is graciouSj> and full of com- 
passion; 

Slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

The Lord is good to all: 

And his tender mercies are over all his works. 

All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; 

And thy saints shall bless thee. 

They shall speak of the glory of thy king- 
dom. 

And talk of thy power;' 

To make known to the sons of men his 
mighty acts. 

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. 

And thy dominion endureth throughout all 
generations. 

The Lord upholdeth all that fall. 

And raiseth up all those that be bowed down. 


PSALM 147, 1 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; 

And thou givest them their meat in due 
season. 

Thou openest thine hand, 

And satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways. 

And holy in all his works. 

The Lord is nigh imto all them that call 
upon him, 

To aU that call upon him in truth. 

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him: 

He also will hear their cry, and will save 
them. 

The Lord preserveth ail them that love him: 

But all the wicked will he destroy. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 

And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever 
and ever. 


A NEW SONG 


Psalms 146 — 150 


We prefer to look on the following Psalms^ not as part of the story of the book^ but as its 
epilogue:, or appeal. The chorus of praise which fills these pages is not a concluding 
chorus^ in the sense that it is the grand finale of a service of song. It is more like a call 
to praise than a chorus of praise; a call for more and better praise:, for a universal 
song that every age will strive with exultation to enrich. 

But what has happened to the response? What has become of the song that was so 
joyous^ and so gloriously begun? Has it died because there is no longer cause for gladness? 
Has God ceased to be good to men ? Or^ is it because:, in a world of greater wonders:, 
we have forgotten that He made them ally and in an age of speed and hurry we have no 
time to be thankfuly no heart to be glad? Will no one strike the chordy or start the tune 
that all the world can singy and in its singing find the way to the throne of God? 


1 PRAISE ye the Lord. 

X i O Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

While I live will I praise the Lord: 

I will sing praises unto my God while I have 
any being. 

Put not your trust in princes. 

Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no 
help. 

His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to his 
earth;' 

In that very day his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he tliat hath the God of Jacob for 
his help. 

Whose hope is in the Lord his God: 

Which made heaven, and earth, 

The sea, and all that therein is: 

Which keepeth truth for ever: 

Which executeth judgment for the op- 
pressed: 


Which giveth food to the hungry. 

The Lord looseth the prisoners: 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind : 
The Lord raiseth them that are bowed 
down: 

The Lord loveth the righteous: 

The Lord preserveth the strangers; 

He relieveth the fatherless and widow: 

But the way of the wicked he turneth upside 
down. 

The Lord shall reign for ever. 

Even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


1 A n PHAISE ye the Lord; 
xfi I For it is good to sing praises unto 
our God; 

For it is pleasant; and praise is comely. 



PSALM 147, 2 

The Lord doth bmld up Jerusalem: 

He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 
He healeth the broken in heart. 

And bindeth up their wounds. 

He teheth the number of the stars 5 
He calleth them all by their names. 

Great is oiir Lord, and of great power: 

His understanding is infinite. 

The Lord lifteth up the meek: 

He casteth the wicked down to the ground. 
Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 

Sing praise upon the harp tmto our God: 
Who covereth the heaven with clouds. 

Who prepareth rain for the eartli, 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the moun- 
tains. 

He giveth to the beast his food. 

And to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the 
horse: 

He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a 
man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
him. 

In those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

Praise thy God, O Zion. 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy 
gates; 

He hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He maketh peace in thy borders. 

And filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon 
earth: 

His word runneth very swiftly* 

He giveth snow like wool: 

He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels : 

Who can stand before his cold? 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: 
He causeth his wind to blow, and the waters 
flow. 

He sheweth his word unto Jacob, 

His statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: 

And as for his judgments, they have not 
known them. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Praise ye the Lord from the hea- 
vens: 

Praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, aU his angels: 


Praise ye him, all his hosts. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon: 

Praise him, all ye stars of light. 

Praise him, ye heavens of heavens. 

And ye waters that be above the heavens^ 
Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

For he commanded, and they were created. 
He hath also stablished them for ever and 
ever: 

He hath made a decree which shall not pass. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, 

Ye dragons, and all deeps : 

Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; 

Stormy wind fulfilling his word: 

Mountains, and all hills; 

Fruitful trees, and all cedars : 

Beasts, and all cattle; 

Creeping things, and flying fowl : 

Kings of the earth, and all people; 

Princes, and all judges of the earth: 

Both young men, and maidens; 

Old men, and children: 

Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

For his name alone is excellent; 

His glory is above the earth and heaven. 

He ^so exalteth the horn of his people, 

The praise of all his saints; 

Even of the children of Israel, a people near 
unto him. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


PRAISE ye the Lord. 

Sing imto the Lord a new song. 
And his praise in the congregation of saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him : 
Let the children of Zion be joyful in their 
King, 

Let them praise his name in the dance: 

Let them sing praises unto him with the 
timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people : 
He will beautify the meek with salvation. 
Let the saints be joyful in glory: 

Let them sing aloud upon their beds. 

Let the high praises of God be in their 
mouth. 

And a twoedged sword in their hand; 

To execute vengeance upon the heathen. 
And punishments upon the people; 

To bind their kings with chains. 

And their nobles with fetters of iron; 

To execute upon them the judgment written: 
This honour have all his saints. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
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SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 

Have we not a thousand times more reason for praise than people who lived more than 
two thousand years ago? Has not God increased His blessings to the sons of men a 
thousand-fold since David's day? And yet^ among the new songs we sing:, where is the 
praise of His glory? 


% ^ n Lord. 

X JAy Praise God in his sanctuary : 
Praise him in the firmament of his power. 
Praise him for his mighty acts: 

Praise him according to his excellent great- 
■ ness. 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
Praise him witli the psaltery and harp. 


Praise him with the timbrel and dan< 
Praise him with stringed instrumer 
organs. 

Praise him upon the loud cymbals: 
Praise him upon the high soimding C3 
Let every thing that hath breath pra 
Lord. 

Praise ye the Lord, 





THE HOMELIEST FORM OF HEAVENLY WISDOM 


Anothef* form of literature enters the service of revelatmi. But before considering 
it we must look at the section in which it is placed. In the previous sections it has been 
OUT practice to go behind the books to the backgrounds pictured there. These back- 
grounds^ we observed:^ were the common:^ universal backgrounds of human existence. 
Naturally they had been tinged with local colour^ hut beneath their colouring the simple 
and significant pattern of their general design could be easily distinguished. Thus^ in 
the first section we saw the country background^ and on the sacred pages the revelation 
that was given for it. Then we had the City and the Church backgrounds with their 
revelations. Now it is the background that literature supplies; the cultural background 
of human life; the world of ideas. It is typified by books^ by the writings of wise men^ 
by literature in all its forms; and the revelation that is written across the volumes 
before uSs to be applied to all literatures:, is this: Learn Wisdom; and learn that the 
first thing in Wisdom is reverence for God. 


THE WORTH OF WISDOM 

T he proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel] 

To know wisdom and instruction] 
To perceive the words of tinder- 
standing] 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
ustice, and judgment, and equity] 

To give subthty to the simple. 

To the young man knowledge and discretion. 
A wise man will hear, and will increase learn- 
ing] 

And a man of understanding shall attain 
unto wise counsels: 

To understand a proverb, and the interpreta- 
tion] 

The words of the wise, and their dark sayings . 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; 

But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

An Appeal to Youth 

My son, hear the instruction of thy father. 
And forsake not the law of thy mother: 

For they shall be an ornament of grace unto 
thy head, 

And chains about thy neck. 


Proverhs \y 1—9, 

If they say. Come with us. 

Let us lay wait for blood. 

Let us lurk privily for the innocent without 
cause: 

Let us swallow them up alive as the grave] 
And whole, as those that go down into the 
pit: 

We shall find all precious substance. 

We shall fill our houses with spoil: 

Cast in thy lot among us] 

Let us all have one purse: 

My son, walk not thou in the way with them ] 
Refrain thy foot from their path; 

For their feet run to evil. 

And make haste to shed blood. 

Surely in vain the net is spread 
In the sight of any bird. 

And they lay wait for their own blood] 
They lurk privily for their own lives. 

So are the ways of every one that is greedy of 
gain] 

Which taketh away the life of the owners 
thereof. 

The Voice of Wisdom 

Wisdom crieth without] 

She uttereth her voice in the streets: 

She crieth in the chief place of concourse. 
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PROVERBS 3, 3 

And find the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord giveth wisdom : 

Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding. 

He layeth up soimd wisdom for the righteous : 
He is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
He keepeth the paths of judgment^ 

And preserveth the way of his saints. 

Then shalt thou imderstand righteousness^ 
and judgment* 

And equity; yea* every good path. 

When wisdom entered! into thine heart* 
And knowledge is pleasant xmto thy soul; 
Discretion shall preserve thee* 
Understanding shall keep thee: 

To deliver thee from the way of the evil man* 
From the man that speaketh froward things ; 
Who leave the paths of uprightness* 

To walk in the ways of darkness; 


In the openings of the gates : 

In the city she uttereth her words* sa3dng* 
How long* ye simple ones* will ye love sim- 
plicity? 

And the scorners delight in their scorning* 
And fools hate knowledge? 

Turn you at my reproof: 

Behold* I will pour out my spirit unto you* 
I will make known my words unto you. 
Because I have called* and ye refused; 

I have stretched out my hand* and no man 
regarded; 

But ye have set at nought all my counsel* 
And would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh at your calamity; 

I will mock when your fear cometh; 

When your fear cometh as desolation* 

And your destruction cometh as a whirl- 
wiad; 



PROVERBS 3, 4 

So slialt thou find favour and good under- 
standing 

In the sight of God and man. 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 

And lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge hims 
And he shall direct thy paths. 

Be not wise in thine own eyes: 

Fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 

It shall be health to thy navel. 

And marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance. 

And with the hrstfruits of all thine increase : 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 

And thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine. 

My son, despise not the chastening of the 
Lord; 

Neither be weary of his correction; 

For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; 
Even as a father the son in whom he de- 
lighteth. 

The Man that jindeth Wisdom 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. 

And the man that getteth tmderstanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver. 

And the gain thereof than fine gold. 

She is more precious than rubies: 

And all the things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her. 

Length of days is in her right hand; 

And in her left hand riches and honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness. 

And all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her: 

And happy is every one that retaineth her. 
The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; 
By understanding hath he established die 


Neither of the desolation of the wicked, when 
it cometh. 

For the Lord shall be thy confidence. 

And shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

Practical Wisdom 

Withhold not good from them to whom it 
is due. 

When it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbour. Go, and come 
again. 

And to morrow I will give; 

When thou hast it by thee. 

Devise not evil against thy neighbour, 
Seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

Strive not with a man without cause. 

If he have done thee no harm. 

Envy thou not the oppressor. 

And choose none of his ways. 

For the froward is abomination to the Lord : 
But his secret is with the righteous. 

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the 
wicked: 

But he blesseth the habitation of the just. 
Surely he scorneth the scorners: 

But he giveth grace unto the lowly. 

The wise shall inherit glory: 

But shame shall be the promotion of fools. 


Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, 
And attend to know understanding. 

For I give you good doctrine. 

Forsake ye not my law. 

For I was my father’s son. 

Tender and only beloved in the sight of my 
mother. 

He taught me also, and said unto me. 

Let thine heart retain my words : 

Keep my commandments, and live. 

Get wisdom get understanding; 


A Fathers Counsel 





PROVERBS 6, I 

Danger in Suretyship 

My soxii if thou foe surety for thy friend. 

If thou hast stricken thy hand with a 
stranger. 

Thou art snared with the words of thy 
mouth. 

Thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 
Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself. 
When thou art come into the hand of thy 
friend; 

Go, humble thyself, and make sure thy 
friend. 

Give not sleep to thine eyes. 

Nor slumber to thine eyelids. 

Deliver thyself as a roe from tlie hand of the 
himter. 

And as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

The Sluggard 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; 

Consider her ways, and be wise: 

Which having no guide. 

Overseer, or ruler, 

Provideth her meat in the summer. 

And gathereth her food in the harvest. 

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? 
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep: 

So shall thy poverty come as one that travel- 
leth. 

And thy want as an armed man. 

The Mischief-maker 

A naughty person, a wicked man, 

Walketh with a froward mouth. 

He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with 
his feet. 

He teacheth with his fingers; 

Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mis- 
chief continually; 

He soweth discord. 

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; 
Suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 

Detestable Things 

These six things doth the Lord hate: 

Yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

A proud look, a lying tongue, 

And hands that shed innocent blood. 

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. 


Feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

A false witness that speaketh lies. 

And he that soweth discord among brethren. 

The Supreme Folly 

My son, keep thy father’s commandment. 
And forsake not the law of thy mother: 
Bind them continually upon thine heart, 
And tie them about thy neck. 

When thou goest, it shall lead thee ; 

When thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; 

And when thou awakest, it shall talk with 
thee. 

For the commandment is a lamp; and the 
law is light; 

And reproofs of instruction are the way of 
Hfe: 

To keep thee from the evil woman,^ 

From the flattery of the tongue of a strange 
woman. 

Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; 
Neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 
For by means of a whorish woman a man is 
brought to a piece of bread: 

And the adulteress will hunt for the precious 
life. 

Can a man take fire in his bosom. 

And iiis clothes not be burned? 

Can one go upon hot coals. 

And his feet not be burned? 

So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife; 
Whosoever toucheth her shall not be inno- 
cent. 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal 
To satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 

But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; 
He shall give all the substance of his house. 
But whoso committeth adultery with a 
woman lacketh understanding: 

He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 

A wound and dishonour shall he get; 

And his reproach shall not be wiped away. 
For jealousy is the rage of a man: 

Therefore he will not spare in the day of 
vengeance. 

He will not regard any ransom; 

Neither will he rest content, though thou 
givest many gifts. 

A Prey to Evil 

My son, keep my words, 

And lay up my commandments with thee. 


* On the Opposite page Wisdom is personified^ and later in the book we meet Folly. Although this chapter 
does not claim to personify folly it portrays a form of foolishness in a way that makes the portrait of 
wisdom stand out in striking contrast. 
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PROVERBS 8, X3 

As a bird basteth to the snare. 

And knoweth not that it is for hds life* 


Keep my commandments, and live^ 

And my law as the apple of tliine eye. 

Bind them upon thy fingers. 

Write them upon the table of thine heart. 
Say imto wisdom. Thou art my sister; 

And call understanding thy kinswoman: 
That they may keep thee from the strange 
woman. 

From the stranger which flattereth with her 
words. 

For at the window of my house 
I looked through my casement. 


Hearken imto me now therefore, O ye 
children. 

And attend to the words of my mouth. 

Let not thine heart decline to her ways. 

Go not astray in her paths. 

For she hath cast down many wounded: 
Yea, many strong men have been slain by 


Her house is die way to hell 
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A SKILFUL WORKMAN SHALL ENTER THE SERVICE OF KINGS 

Wisdom to the Hebrews had a wide breadth of meaning. Among other things it 
meant practical ability ^ skill as well as knowledge. If this fact is borne in mind when 
reading the passages that speak of wisdom as a way of life the full force of the appeal 
will be readily appreciated. To learn wisdom^ in the seme that the sages used the wordy 
it was not enough for a man to acquire knowledge of wisdom. He must also exercise 
wisdom until he is expert in its practice.; 


To call passengers 

Who go right on their ways: 

Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
And as for him that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him. 

Stolen waters are sweet. 

And bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 

But he knoweth not that the dead are there; 
And that her guests are in the depths of 
heU. 


If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thy- 
self: 

But if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it. 


Warning to the Inexperienced 

A foolish woman is clamorous: 

She is simple, and knoweth nothing. 
For she sitteth at the door of her house. 
On a seat in the high places of the city. 
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PROVERBS 11, 28 

He that tmsteth in his riches shall fall: 

But the righteous shall flourish as a branch* 

He that troubleth his own house shall inherit 
the wind: 

And the fool shall be servant to the wise of 
heart. 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; 

And he that wiimeth souls is wise. 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed 
in the earth: 

Much more the wicked and the sinner. 

Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge; 

But he that hateth reproof is brutish. 

A Good Man 

A good man obtaineth favour of the Lord : 

But a man of wicked devices will he con- 
demn. 

A man shall not be established by wicked- 
ness: 

But the root of the righteous shall not be 
moved. 

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband : 

But she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness 
in his bones. 

The thoughts of the righteous are right ; 

But the counsels of the wicked are deceit. 

The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for 
blood: 

But the mouth of the upright shall deliver 
them. 

The wicked are overthrown, and are not: 

But the house of the righteous shall stand. 

A man shall be commended according to his 
wisdom: 

But he that is of a perverse heart shall be 
despised. 

He that is despised, and hath a servant, is 
better 

Than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh 
bread. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his 
beast: 

But the tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruel. 

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with 
bread: 

But he that followeth vain persons is void 
of understanding. 

The wicked desireth the net of evil men : 

But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

The wicked is snared by the transgression of 
his lips: 

But the just shall come out of trouble. 

A man shall be satisfied with good by the 
fruit of Ms 


And the recompence of a man’s hands shall 
be rendered unto him. 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes : 

But he that hearkeneth imto counsel is wise. 

A fool’s wrath is presently known: 

But a prudent man covereth shame. 

He that speaketh truth sheweth forth 
righteousness: 

But a false witness deceit. 

There is that speaketh like the piercings of a 
sword: 

But the tongue of the wise is health. 

The Hp of truth shall be established for ever: 

But a lying tongue is but for a moment. 

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine 
evil: 

But to the counsellors of peace is joy. 

There shall no evil happen to the just; 

But the wicked shall be filled with mischief. 

Lying lips are abomination to the Lord : 

But they that deal truly are his delight. 

A prudent man concealeth knowledge : 

But the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness- 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule; 

But the slothful shall be under tribute. 

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it 
stoop: 

But a good word maketh it glad. 

The righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour: 

But the way of the wicked seduceth them. 

The slothful man roasteth not that which he 
took in hunting: 

But the substance of a diligent man is 
precious. 

In the way of righteousness is life; 

And in the pathway thereof there is no 
death. 

A wise son heareth his father’s instruction: 

But a scorner heareth not rebuke. 

A man shall eat good by the fruit of his 
mouth: 

But the soul of the transgressors shall eat 
violence. 

He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: 

But he that openeth wide his lips shall have 
destruction. 

The soxil of the sluggard desireth, and hath 
nothing: 

But the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. 

A righteous man hateth lying: 

But a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh 
to shame. 

Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in 
the way: 

But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 



Riches 


There is that maketh himself rich^ yet hath 
nothing: 

There is that maketh himself poor^ yet hath 
great riches. 

The ransom of a man’s life are his riches : 

But the poor heareth not rebuke. 

The light of the righteous rejoiceth: 

But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 

Only by pride cometh contention: 

But with the well advised is wisdom. 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: 

But he that gathereth by labour shall in- 
crease. 

Rewards 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: 

But when the desire cometh, it is a tree of 
life. 

Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed : 

But he that feareth the commandment shall 
be rewarded. 

The law of the wise is a foimtain of life. 

To depart from the snares of death. 

Good understanding giveth favour: 

But the way of transgressors is hard. 

Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge : 

But a fool layeth open his folly. 

A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: 

But a faithful ambassador is health. 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that 
refuseth instruction: 

But he that regardeth reproof shall be 
honoured. 

The desire accomplished is sweet to the 
soul: 

But it is abomination to fools to depart from 
evil. 

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise : 

But a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 
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Every wise woman buildeth her house: 

But the foolish plucketh it down with her 
hands. 

He that walketh in his uprightness feareth 
the Loiu>: 

But he that is perverse in his ways despiseth 
him. 

In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: 

But the hps of the wise shall preserve them. 

Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: 

But much increase is by the strength of 
the ox. 

A faithful witness will not lie : 

But a false witness will utter lies. 

A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it 
not: 

But knowledge is easy unto hini that under- 
standeth. 

Go from the presence of a foolish man, 

When thou perceivest not in him the lips of 
knowledge. 

The wisdom of the prudent is to understand 
his way: 

But the folly of fools is deceit. 

Fools make a mock at sin: 

But among the righteous there is favour. 

The heart knoweth his own bitterness; 

And a stranger doth not intermeddle with 
his joy. 

The house of the wicked shall be overthrown : 

But the tabernacle of the upright shall 
flourish. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man. 

But the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; 

And the end of that mirth is heaviness. 

The backslider in heart shall be flUed with 
his own ways: 

And a s'ood man shall 


PROVERES 14, 20 

But the rich hath many friends. 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: 

But he that hath mercy on the poor, happy 
is he. 

Do they not err that devise evil? 

But mercy and truth shall be to them that 
devise good. 

In all labour there is profit: 

But the talk of the lips tendeth only to 
penury. 

The crown of the wise is their riches: 

But the foolishness of fools is folly. 

A true witness delivereth souls: 

But a deceitful witness speaketh lies. 

In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence : 

xAnd his children shall have a place of refuge. 

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life. 

To depart from the snares of death. 

In the multitude of people is the king’s 
honour: 

But in the want of people is the destruction 
of the prince. 

He that is slow to wrath is of great tmder- 
standing: 

But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh: 

But envy the rottenness of the bones. 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his 
Maker: 

But he that honour eth him hath mercy on 
the poor. 

The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness: ■ ■ ■. 

But the righteous hath hope in his death. 

Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath 
understanding: 

But that which is in the midst of fools is 
made known. 

Righteousness exalteth a nation: 

But sin is a reproach to any people; 

The king’s favour is toward a wise servant: 

But his wrath is against him that causeth 
shame. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: 

But grievous words stir up anger. 

The tongue of the wise useth knowledge 
aright: 

But the mouth of fools poureth out foolish- 
ness. 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 

Beholing the evil and the good. 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life; 

But perverseness therein is a breach in the 
spirit. 

A fool despiseth his father’s instruction : 

But he that regardeth reproof is prudent. 


In the house of the righteous is much trea- 
sure: 

But in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: 

But the heart of the foolish doeth not so. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina- 
tion to the Lord : 

But the prayer of the upright is his delight. 

The way of the wicked is an abomination 
unto the Lord: 

But he loveth him that foUoweth after 
righteousness. 


Correction is grievous unto him that for- 
saketh the way: 

And he that hateth reproof shall die. 

Hell and destruction are before the Lord : 

How much more then the hearts of the 
children of men? 

A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: 

Neither will he go imto the wise. 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful coimte- 
nance: 

But by sorrow of the heart the spirit is 
broken. 

The heart of him that hath imderstanding 
seeketh knowledge: 

But the mouth of fools feedeth on foolish- 
ness. 

AH the days of the afficted are evil: 

But he that is of a merry heart hath a con- 
tinual feast. 

Better is Htde with the fear of the Lord 

Than great treasure and trouble therewith. 

Better is a dinner of herbs where love is. 

Than a staUed ox and hatred therewith. 

A wrathful man stirreth up strife: 

But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of 
thorns: 

But the way of the righteous is made plain, 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 

But a foolish man despiseth his mother. 

FoUy is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom : 

But a man of understanding walketh up- 
rightly. 

Without counsel purposes are disappointed: 

But in the multitude of coimsellors they are 
estabHshed. 

A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: 

And a word spoken in due season, how good 

^.is it!. 

The way of life is above to the wise, 

That he may depart from hell beneath. 


Correction and Reproof 
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He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty; 

And he that ruleth his spirit than he that 
taketh a city. 

The lot is cast into the lap; 

But the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord. 

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness there- 
with. 

Than an house full of sacrifices with strife. 

A wise servant shall have rule over a son that 
causeth shame. 

And shall have part of the inheritance among 
the brethren. 

The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace 
for gold: 

But the Lord trieth the hearts. 

A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; 

And a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. ^ 

Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his 
Maker: 

And he that is glad at calamities shall not be 
unpunished. 

Children''s children are the crown of old 
men; 

And the glory of children are their fathers. 

Excellent speech becometh not a fool: 

Much less do lying lips a prince. 

A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of 
him that hath it: 

Whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth. 

He that covereth a transgression seeketh love ; 

But he that repeateth a matter separateth 
very friends, 

A reproof entereth more into a wise man 

Than an hundred stripes into a fool. 

An evil man seeketh only rebellion: 

Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent 
against him. 

Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man. 

Rather than a fool in his folly. 

Whoso rewardeth evil for good. 

Evil shall not depart from his house. 

Contention 

The beginning of strife is as when one letteth 
out water: 

Therefore leave off contention, before it be 
meddled with. 

He that justifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the just. 

Even they both are abomination to the Lord. 

Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a 
fool to get wisdom. 

Seeing he hath no heart to it ? 


A friend loveth at all times. 

And a brother is born for adversity. 

A man void of understanding striketh hands. 
And becometh surety in the presence of his 
friend. 

He loveth transgression that loveth strife: 
And he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruc- 
tion. 

He that hath a fcoward heart findeth no good : 
And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth 
into mischief. 

He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow : 
And the father of a fool hath no joy. 

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: 
But a broken spirit drieth the bones. 

A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom 
To pervert the ways of judgment. 

Wisdom is before him tlxat hath understand- 
ing; 

But the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the 
earth. 

A foolish son is a grief to his father, 

And bitterness to her that bare him. 

Also to punish the just is not good, 

Nor to strike princes for equity. 

He that hath knowledge spared his words: 
Andaman of understanding is of an excellent 
spirit. 

Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is 
counted wise: 

And he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a 
man of understanding. 

Through desire a man, having separated 
himself, seeketh 

Ajid intermeddleth with all wisdom. 

A fool hath no deHght in xmderstanding. 
But that his heart may discover itself. 

When the wicked cometh, then cometh also 
contempt. 

And with ignominy reproach. 

The words of a man’s mouth are as deep 
waters. 

And the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing 
brook. 

It is not good to accept the person of the 
wicked. 

To overthrow the righteous in judgment. 

A fool’s lips enter into contention, 

And his mouth caileth for strokes. 

A fool’s mouth is his destruction. 

And his lips are the snare of his soul. 

The words of a talebearer are as wounds, 
And they go down into the innermost parts 
of the belly. 

He also that is slothful in his work 
Is brother to him that is a great waster. 
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The name of the Lord is a strong tower: 
The righteous runneth into it^ and is safe. 
The rich man’s wealth is his strong city. 
And as an high wall in his own conceit. 
Before destruction the heart of man is 
haughty. 

And before honour is humility. 

He that answereth a matter before he hear- 
eth it, 

It is folly and shame unto him. 

The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity | 
But a wounded spirit who can bear? 

The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; 
And the ear of the wise seeketh Imowledge. 
A man’s gift maketh room for him, 

And bringeth him before great men. 

He that is first in his own cause seemeth 
just; 

But his neighbour cometh and searcheth 
him. 

The lot causeth contentions to cease. 

And parteth between the mighty. 

Neighbours and Friends 

A brother offended is harder to be won than 
a strong city; 

And their contentions are like the bars of a 
castle, 

A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit 
of his mouth; 

And with the increase of his Hps shall he be 

jailed. 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue : 
And they that love it shah eat the fruit 
thereof. 

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing. 
And obtaineth favour of the Lord, 

The poor useth intreaties; 

But the rich answereth roughly,; 

A man that hath friends must shew himself 
friendly: 

And there is a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his in- 
tegrity, 

Than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a 
fool. 

Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it 
is not good; 

And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. 
The foolishness of man perverteth his way: 
And his heart fretteth against the Lord, 
Wealth maketh many friends; 

But the poor is separated from his neigh- 
bour. 
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A false witness shall not be unpunished^ 
And he that speaketh lies shall not escape. 
Many will intreat the favour of the prince: 
And every man is a friend to him that giveth 
gifts. 

Ail the brethren of the poor do hate him : 
How much more do his friends go far from 
him? 

He pursueth them with words, yet they are 
wanting to him. 

He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul; 
He that keepeth understanding shall find 
good. 

Servants and Sons 

A false witness shah not be unpunished. 
And he that speaketh lies shall perish. 
Delight is not seemly for a fool ; 

Much less for a servant to have rule over 
princes. 

The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; 
And it is his glory to pass over a transgres- 
sion. 

The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a Hon; 
But his favour is as dew upon the grass, 

A fooHsh son is the calamity of his father: 
And the contentions of a wife are a continual 
dropping. 

House and riches are the inheritance of 
fathers: 

And a prudent wife is from the Lord^ 
Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep ; 

And an idle soul shall suffer hunger. 

He that keepeth the commandment keepeth 
hisownsoxil; 

But he that despiseth his ways shall die. 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord; 

And that which he hath given will he pay 
him again. 

Chasten thy son while there is hope. 

And let not thy soul spare for his crying. 

A man of great wrath shall suffer punish- 
ment: 

For if thou deliver him, yet thou must do 
it again . 

Hear counsel, and receive instruction. 

That thou mayest be wise in thy latter 
'.end, ■ . 

There are many devices in a man’s heart; 
Hevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand. 

The desire of a man is his kindness: 

And a poor man is better than a Har. 

The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: 
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The slothful man saith. There is a lion with- 
out, 

I shall be slain in the streets. 

The mouth of sti'ange women is a deep 
pit: 

He that is abhorred of the Lord shall fall 
therein. 


Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; 

But the rod of correction shall drive it far 
from him. 

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his 
riches, 

And he that giveth to the rich, shall surely 
come to want. 


H O M E TRUTHS 

WISDOM LOVES TO VISIT THE FAMILY CIRCLE 


PROVERBS 


CHAPTERS 22, 17— 24 , 34 


It is very wonderful to think that a commonplace proverb:^ a brief pithy saying that 
runs about the street and market-place^, often like a nameless orphan^, should carry in 
its hand a jewel-truth of revelation. It is still more wonderful to know that these 
jewel-truths are not confined to Hebrew proverbs^ but are also to be found in the 
proverbs of other literatures. One of the interesting discoveries of modern scholarship 
is that some of the proverbs in this section can be traced to Egypt; to a collection made 
by AmenophiSi a minister of agriculture^ for his son. They have not all been used 
her e^ and many of those which have been used have been enhanced by the Hebrew writer. 
Stilly it is interesting to know how widely God has scattered His truths and that such 
modest material as foreign proverbs have been brought into His service. 


^ OW down thine ear, and hear the 
words of die wise, 

I And apply thine heart unto my 
knowledge. 

For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them 
within thee; 

They shall withal be fitted in thy lips. 

That thy trust may be in the Lord, 

I have made known to thee this day, even to 
thee. 

In counsels and knowledge. 


And with a furious man thou shalt not go : 
Lest thou learn his ways. 

And get a snare to thy soul. 

Be not thou one of them that strike hands. 
Or of them that are sureties for debts . 

If thou hast nothing to pay. 

Why should he take away thy bed from imder 
thee? 

Remove not the ancient landmark. 

Which thy fathers have set. 



WHEN I WAS A LITTLE CHILD MY FATHER USED TO TEACH ME 
The whole verse^ in a modern translation^ gives a beautiful picture of home training: 
^When I was a son with my father^ a little one loved by my mother^ he taught me 
and told me thisykeep in mind what I say^ do what I bid you^ and you shall liveJ* 
(Prc?z^. 4^ 33 4 , See^A FathefsCounsel\p.668.) 


For riches certainly make themselves wings; 
They fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 

Put Friendship before Food 
Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an 
evil:e3re3 

Neither desire thou his dainty meats : 

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: 

Eat and drink, saith he to thee ; 

But his heart is not with thee. 

The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou 
vomit up. 

And lose ^y sweet words* 


Speak and Act Wisely 

Speak not in the ears of a fool: 

For he will despise the wisdom of thy words. 
Remove not the old landmark; 

And enter not into the fields of the fatherless : 
For their redeemer is mighty; 

He shall plead their cause with thee. 

Apply thine heart mto instruction. 

And thine ears to the words of knowledge. 
Withhold not correction from the child: 

For if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall 
not die. 

Thou shalt beat him with the rod. 





They liave beaten me^ and I felt it not: 
When shall I awake ? I will seek it yet again. 

Be not Envious 

Be not thou envious against evil men^ 
Neither desire to be with them. 

For their heart studieth destruction. 

And their lips talk of mischief. 

Through wisdom is an house builded; 

And by understanding it is established 
And by knowledge shall the chambers be 
filled 

With all precious and pleasant riches. 

A wise man is strong; 

Yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. 
For by wise coimsel thou shalt make thy war : 
And in multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 

Wisdom is too high for a fool: 

He openeth not his mouth in the gate. 

He that deviseth to do evil 

Shall be called a mischievous person. 

The thought of foolishness is sin: 

And the scorner is an abomination to men. 
If thou faint in the day of adversity. 

Thy strength is small. 

Put away Cowardice 
If thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death. 

And those that are ready to be slain; 

If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; 
Doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 
sider it? 

And he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he 
know it? 

And shall not he render to every man accord- 
ing to his works? 

Learn Wisdom 

My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; 
And the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy 
taste: 

So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto 
thy soul; 

When thou hast found it, then there shall 
be a reward. 

And thy expectation shall not be cut off. 

Plan no Evil 

Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the 
dwelling of the righteous; 

Spoil not his resting place: 

For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth 
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And shalt deliver his soul from hell. 

My son, if tliine heart be wise. 

My heart shall rejoice, even mine. 

Yea, my reins shall rejoice. 

When ^y lips speak right things. 

Let not thine heart envy sinners : 

But be thou in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long. 

For surely there is an end; 

And thine expectation shaU not be cut off. 


Live not Riotously 


Hear thou, my son, and be wise. 

And guide thine heart in the way. 

Be not among winebibbers; 

Among riotous eaters of flesh: 

For the drunkard and the glutton shall come 
to poverty: 

And drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 
Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, 
And despise not thy mother when she is old. 
Buy the truth, and sell it not; 

Also wisdom, and instruction, and under- 
standing. 

The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: 

And he that begetteth a wise child shall have 
j*oy of him. 

Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, 
And she that bare thee shall, rejoice. 

My son, give me thine heart, 

let thine eyes observe my ways, 
a whore, is a deep ditch; 

And a strange woman is a narrow pit, 
wait as for a prey, 
the transgressors among men. 
? who hath sorrow ? who hath 
contentions? 

Who hath babbling? who hath wounds with- 
out cause? 

Who hath redness of eyes ? 

They that tarry long at the wine; 

They that go to seek mixed wine. 

Look not thou upon the wine when it is red. 
When it giveth his colour in the cup. 

When it moveth itself aright. 

the last it hiteth Hke a serpent, 

And stingeth like an adder. 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women, 
thine heart shall utter perverse things. 
Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in 
the midst of the sea, 
as he that lieth upon the top of a mast, 
have stricken me, shalt thou say, and 






But the wicked shaU faU into inischief. 
Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth. 

And let not thine heart be glad when he 
stumbleth: 

Lest the Lord see itj and it displease him> 
And he turn away his wrath from him. 

Fret not thyself because of evil men. 

Neither be thou envious at tlie wicked; 

For there shall be no reward to the evil man; 
The candle of the wicked shall be put out. 
My son, fear thou the Lord and the king: 
And meddle not with them that are given to 
change: 

For their calamity shall rise suddenly; 
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Every man shall kiss his lips 
That giveth a right answer. 

Prepare thy work without, 

And make it fit for thyself in the field; 

And afterwards build thine house. 

Be not a witness against thy neighbour with- 
out cause; 

And deceive not with thy lips. 

Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done 
tome: 

I will render to the man according to his work. 

Be not Idle 

1 went by the field of the slothful. 
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Go not forth hastily to strive. 

Lest thou know not what to do in the end 
thereof. 

When thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. 
Debate thy cause with thy neighbour him- 
self; 

And discover not a secret to another : 

Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame. 
And thine infamy turn not away, 

A word fitly spoken 

Is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

As an earring of gold, and an ornament of 
fine gold. 

So is a wise reprover upon an obedient 
ear. 

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest. 
So is a faithful messenger to them that send 
him: 

For he refresheth the soul of his masters. 
Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift 
Is like clouds and wind without rain. 

By long forbearing is a prince persuaded. 
And a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is 
sufficient for thee. 

Lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 
Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s 
house; 

Lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee. 
A man that beareth false witness against his 
neighbour 

Is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 
Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of 
trouble 

Is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of 
)oint. 

As he that taketh away a garment in cold 
weather, and as vinegar upon nitre. 

So is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. 
If thine enemy be himgry, give him bread 
to eat; 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink : 
For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head. 

And the Lord shall reward thee. 

The north wind driveth away rain : 

So doth an angry countenance a backbiting 
tongue. 

It is better to dwell in the corner of the 
housetop. 

Than with a brawling woman and in a wide 
house. 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul. 

So is good news from a far country. 

A righteous man falling down before the 
wicked 


Is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt 
spring. 

It is not good to eat much honey: 

So for men to search their own glory is not 
glory. 

He tliat hath no rule over his own spirit 
Is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls. 

As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest. 
So honour is not seemly for a fool. 

As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by 
flying, 

So the curse causeless shall not come. 

Fools 

A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass. 
And a rod for the fool’s back. 

Answer not a fool according to his folly. 
Lest thou also be like unto him. 

Answer a fool according to his folly. 

Lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

He that sendeth a message by the hand of a 
fool 

Cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 
The legs of the lame are not equal: 

So is a parable in the, mouth of fools. 

As he that bindeth a stone in a sling. 

So is he that giveth honour to a fool. 

As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a 
drunkard. 

So is a parable in the mouth of fools. 

The great God that formed all things 
Both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth 
transgressors. 

As a dog retumeth to his vomit. 

So a fool retumeth to his folly. 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

Idlers 

The slothful man saith. There is a lion in the 
way; 

A lion is in tlie streets. 

As the door turneth upon his hinges. 

So doth the slothful upon his bed. 

The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; 
It grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth. 
The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit 
Than seven men that can render a reason. : 

Social Scourges 

He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife 
belonging not to him, 

Is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. 
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ILESIASTES 2, 21 

whose labour is in wisdom^ and in know- 
ledgCj and in equity; yet to a man that hath 
not laboured therein shall he leave it for his 
portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. 

For what hath man of all his labour^ and of 
the vexation of his hearty wherein he hath 
laboured under the sun? For all his days 
are sorrows^ and his travail grief; yea^ his 
heart taketh not rest in the night. This is 
also vanity. 

There is nothing better for a man, than 
that he should eat and drink, and that he 
should make his soul enjoy good in his 
labour. This also I saw, that it was from the 
hand of God, For who can eat, or who else 
can hasten hereunto, more than I ? For God 
giveth to a man that is good in his sight wis- 
dom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the 
sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap 
up, that he may give to him that is good 
before God. This also is vanity and vexation 
of spirit. 

Human Effort is Handicapped 

To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven: a 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
nd a time to pluck up that which is 
; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
to break down, and a time to build 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

to mourn, and a time to dance; a 
to cast away stones, and a time to 
stones together; a time to embrace, 
a time to refrain from embracing ; a 
to get, and a time to lose ; a time to 
and a time to cast away; a time to 
and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, 
and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time 
of peace. What profit hath he that worketh 
in that wherein he laboureth?^ I have seen 
the travail, which God hath given to the sons 
of men to be exercised in it. He hath made 
every thing beautiful in his time: also he 
hath set the world in their heart, so that no 
man can find out the work that God maketh 
from the beginning to the end. I know that 
there is no good in them, but for a man to 
rejoice, and to do good iu his life. And also 
that every man should eat and drink, and 
enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift 
of God. I know that, whatsoever God doeth, 

* The argument being, Success depends upon choosing the right moment for doing things, and man is not 
ays in a position to know these times. 


it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, 
nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth 
it, that men should fear before Mm. That 
wMch hath been is now ; and that which is to 
be hath already been; and God requireth 
that wMch is past. 

Robbed in the Law Courts 

And moreover I saw under the sun the 
place of judgment, that wickedness was 
there; and the place of righteousness, that 
iniquity was there. I said in mine heart, God 
shall judge the righteous and the wicked; 
for there is a time there for every purpose 
and for every work. I said in mine heart con- 
cerning the estate of the sons of men, that 
God might manifest them, and that they 
might see that they themselves are beasts. 
For that wMch befalleth the sons of men 
befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth 
them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; 
yea, they have all one breath; so that a man 
hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is 
vanity. All go unto one place; all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again. Who know- 
eth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and 
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward 
to the earth? Wherefore I perceive that 
there is nothing better, than that a man should 
rejoice in Ms own works; for that is Ms 
portion; for who shall bring Mm to see what 
shall be after him? 

So I returned, and considered all the 
oppressions that are done under the sun : and 
behold the tears of such as were oppressed, 
and they had no comforter; and on the side 
of their oppressors there was power; but 
they had no comforter. Wherefore I praised 
the dead wMch are already dead more than 
the living which are yet alive. Yea, better 
is he than both they, wMch hath not yet 
been, who hath not seen the evil work that is 
done under the sun. 

Envied by Neighbours 

Again, I considered all travail, and every 
right work, that for tMs a man is envied of 
Ms neighbour, TMs is also vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. The fool foldeth Ms hands 
together, and eateth Ms own flesh. Better is 
an handful with quietness, than both the 
hands full with travail and vexation of spirit. 






ECCLESIASTES 9, 4 

For to hiin that is joined to all the living 
there is hope: for a living dog is better than 
a dead lion. For the living know that they 
shall die: but the dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any more a reward ; for the 
memory of them is forgotten-. Also their 
love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished ^ neither have they any more a por« 
tion for ever in any thing that is done under 
the sun. 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and 
drinlt thy wine with a merry heart; for God 
now accepteth thy works. Let thy garments 
be always whiter and let thy head lack no 
ointment. Live joyfully with the wife whom 
thou lovest all the days of the life of thy 
vanity, which he hath given thee under the 
sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy 
portion in this life, and in thy labour which 
thou takest under the sun. Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, v/hither thou 
goest. 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong,^ neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favour to men of skill; but time and chance 
happeneth to them all. For man also knoweth 
not his time: as the fishes that are taken in 
an evil net, and as the birds that are caught 
in the snare; so are the sons of men snared 
in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon 
them. 

The Paradoxes of Life 

This wisdom have I seen also under the 
sun, and it seemed great unto me: there 
was a little city, and few men within it; and 
there came a great king against it, and be- 
sieged it, and btdlt great bulwarks against 
it: now there was foxmd in it a poor wise 
man, and he by his wisdom delivered the 
city; yet no man remembered that same 
poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better 
than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s 
wisdom is despised, and his words are not 
heard. The words of wise men are heard 
in quiet more than the cry of Mm that 
ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than 


weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth 
much good. 

Dead flies cause the ointment of the 
apothecary to send forth a stinking savour; 
so doth a little folly Mm that is in reputation 
for wisdom and honour. A wise man’s heart 
is at Ms right hand; but a fool’s heart at Ms 
left. Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh 
by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he 
saith to every one that he is a fool. If the 
spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave 
not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great 
offences. There is an evil wMch I have seen 
under the sun, as an error wMch proceedeth 
from the ruler: folly is set in great dignity, 
and the rich sit in low place. I have seen 
servants upon horses, and princes walking 
as servants upon the earth.^ 

He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and 
whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall 
bite him. Whoso removeth stones shall be 
hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood 
shall be endangered thereby. If the iron be 
blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then 
must he put to more strength: but wisdom is 
profitable to direct. Surely the serpent will 
bite without enchantment; and a babbler is 
no better. . 

The words of a wise man’s mouth are 
gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow 
up himself. The beginning of the words of 
Ms mouth is foolishness: and the end of Ms 
talk is miscMevous madness. A fool also is 
full of words : a man cannot tell what shall 
be; and what shall be after him, who can tell 
Mm? The labour of the foolish wearieth 
every one of them, because he knoweth not 
how to go to the city. 

Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a 
cMld, and thy princes eat in the morning! 
Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is 
the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due 
season, for strength, and not for drunlcen- 
ness? By much slothfulness the building 
decayeth; and through idleness of the hands 
the house droppeth through. A feast is made 
for laughter, and wine maketh merry: hut 
money answereth all things. Curse not the 
kmg, no not in thy thought; and curse not the 
rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air 
shall carry the voice, and that wMch hath 
wings shall tell the matter. 

\ Tile uncertainties of life could hardly be better expressed. 

that passages refer to the anomalies and seeming contradictions in life. To the problems 

en4Sen?5Zdem d«n. the complexity and 




MAN’S UNCONQUERABLE SOUL Ecclesiastes 11, x— 12, 14 

There is only one thing to doy concludes our Speaker y— and these are hr am and noble 
words to come from a man who has been bitterly disillusioned and utterly confounded 
by lifey~be not ill-tempered nor irreverent. If life does not give you all you wanty 
rejoice that you are alivcy rise up with the sun and the song of the birdsy withhold not 
your hand from the task of the dayy and close not your heart to the voice of a friend. 
Remember that God livesy tooy and is the Lord of Life, By this faith vanity is van- 


quished. 

Do not be ill-tempered 

CAST thy bread upon the waters : for thou 
shalt find it after many days. Give a portion 
to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest 
not what evil shall be upon the earth. If the 
clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves 
upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward 
the south, or toward the north, in the place 
where the tree falleth, there it shah be. He 
that observeth the wind shall not sow; and 
he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 
As thou knowest not what is the way of the 
spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the 

knowest not the works of God who maketh 


I 


darkened, nor the clouds return after the 
rain : in the day when the keepers of the house 
shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow 
themselves, and the grinders cease because 
they are few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened, and the doors shall 
be shut in the streets, when the sound of the 
grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of 
musick shall be brought low; also when they 
shall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree 
shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be 
a burden, and desire shall fail: because man 


he wore 





THE 

SONG OF SONGS 


THE SONGS THAT LOVE SINGS ARE SACRED 


Attempts have been made to make the Song of Songs tell a dramatic story. The results 
are interesting. Some of them are plausible. But there are too many different versions 
of the story to make this method of treatment convincing. It is simpler and better to 
lookupon the material as an anthology cflove lyrics. There can be little doubt that this 
u what they are, and that they include betrothal as well as wedding songs. Even so 
tlwy are not quite like the love songs of our own people. The Icruer speaks to the beloved 
inhis mtiye tongue, and Eastern lovers use expressions that are strange to Western ears. 
But if wi^ urderstanding hearts we listen to this Song of Songs we hear the lave that 
sif^s within the song, and in all songs that lovers sing. For here is that sweet mystery 
oj affection and devotion which men and women everywhere feel is sacred and divim 


iHE song of songsj which is Solo- 
mon’s. 


T 

Lcyvis Desire 

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his 
mouth: 

For thy love is better than wine. 

Because of the savour of thy good ointments 
Thy name is as ointment poured forthj 
Therefore do the virgins love thee. 

Draw mCa we will run after thee; 

The kmg hath brought me into his chambers : 
We win be glad and rejoice in thee;, 

We win remember thy love more than wine: 
The upright love thee. 

am black, but comely;, 

O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

As the tents of Kedar, 


Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the 
flock. 

And feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ 
tents. 

Lovers Praise 

I have compared thee, O my love. 

To a company of horses in Pharaoh’s cha- 
riots. 

Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels. 
Thy neck with chains of gold. 

We will make thee borders of gold 

With studs of silver. 

While the king sitteth at his table, 

My spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 

A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto 



I am the rose of Sharon^ 

And the lily of the valleys, 

As the lily among thorns^ 

So is my love among the daughters. 

As tlie apple tree among the trees of the 
woodj 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow with great 
delight. 


SONG OF SONGS 3, 1 1 

My beloved is mine, and I am his: 

He feedeth among the lilies. 

Until the day break, and the shadows flee 
away. 

Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or 
a young hart 

Upon the mountains of Bether. 

A Dream of Love 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my 



SONG OF SONGS 3, ii 

With the crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him in the day of his espousals^ 
And in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

Thou art f air ^ My Love 

Beholds thou art fate my love; beholds thou 
art fair; 

Thou hast doves’ eyes within thy locks : 
Thy hair is as a flock of goats. 

That appear from moimt Gilead. 

Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are 
even shorn. 

Which came up from the washing; 

Whereof every one bear twins. 

And none is barren among them. 

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet. 

And thy speech is comely: 

Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate 
Within thy locks. 

Thy neck is like the tower of David builded 
for an armoury. 

Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers. 
All shields of mighty men. 

Thy two breasts are like two young roes that 
are twins. 

Which feed among the lilies. 

Until the day break, and the shadows flee 
away, 

I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, 
And to the liill of frankincense. 

Thou art all fair, my love; 

There is no spot in thee. 

Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse. 
With me from Lebanon: 

Look from the top of Amana, 

From the top of Shenir and Hermon, 

From the lions’ dens, 

From the mountains of the leopards. 

Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my 
spouse; 

Thou hast ravished my heart with one of 


A spring shut up, a fountain sealed. 

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, 
with pleasant fruits ; 

Camphire, with spikenard. 

Spikenard and saffron; 

Calamus and cmnamon, with all trees of 
frankincense; 

Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices : 
A fountain of gardens, 

A well of living waters. 

And streams from Lebanon. 

Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou south; 
Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof 
may flow out. 

Let my beloved come into his garden. 

And eat his pleasant fruits. 

I am come into my garden, my sister, my 
spouse: 

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; 

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey ; 
I have drunk my wine with my milk: 

Eat, O friends; 

Drinl^, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 

A Duet for Lovers 

I sleep, but my heart waketh: 

It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, 
saying, 

Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my 
undefiled: 

For my head is filled with dew. 

And my locks with the drops of the night. 

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? 
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile 
them? 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of 
the door. 

And my bowels were moved for him. 

I rose up to open to my beloved; 

And my hands dropped with myrrh, 



SONG OF SONGS 7, 8 

Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of 
the vinca 

And the smell of thy nose like apples; 

And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine 
For my beloved^ that goeth down sweetly^ 
Causing the lips of those that are asleep to 
speak. 

I am My Beloved's 

I am my beloved’s. 

And his desire is toward me. 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 
field; 

Let us lodge in the villages. 

Let us get up early to the vineyards; 

Let us see if the vine flourish, whether the 
tender grape appear. 

And the pomegranates bud fortli: 

There will I give thee my loves. 

The mandrakes give a smell, 

And at our gates are all manner of pleasant 
fruits, new and old, 

Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 

0 that thou wert as my brother, 

That sucked the breasts of my mother! 
When I should find thee without, I would 

kiss thee; 

Yea, I should not be despised. 

1 would lead thee, and bring thee into my 
mother’s house. 

Who would instruct me: 

I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine 
Of the juice of my pomegranate. 

His left hand should be under my head. 

And his right hand should embrace me. 

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love. 
Until he please. 

Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
• ness. 


There thy mother brought thee forth: 

There she brought thee forth that bare thee. 

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal 
upon thine arm: 

For love is strong as death; 

Jealousy is cruel as the grave; 

The coals thereof are coals of fire, 

Which hath a most vehement flame. 

Many waters cannot quench love. 

Neither can the floods drown it: 

If a man would give all the substance of his 
house for love. 

It would utterly be contemned. 


We have a little sister. 

And she hath no breasts : 

What shall we do for our sister 

In the day when she shall be spoken for? 

If she be a wall. 

We will build upon her a palace of silver: 
And if she be a door. 

We will inclose her with boards of cedar. 

I am a waU, and my breasts like towers: 
Then was I in his eyes as one that found 
favour. 

Solomon had a vineyard at BaaLhamon; 

He let out the vineyard irnto keepers; 

Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring 
a thousand pieces of silver. 

My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: 
Thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand. 
And those that keep the fruit thereof two 
hundred. 

Thou that dwellest in the gardens. 

The companions hearken to thy voice: 
Cause me to hear it. 

Make haste, my beloved, 


Lovers Memories 


h: 


THE BOOKS OF 

THE PROPHETS 

NEWS OF GOD AND WORLD AFFAIRS TO 
LIGHTEN THE DARK PAGES OF HUMAN HISTORY 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE from ISAIAH to MALACHI 

It is customary to approach the study of the hooks of the Prophets from the standpoint of 

litBYCUtlVC, Cli)1)T0Clclt thBffl i'TOfyi CLtlOtJlBT CLTISiIb \^B hBliBVB tllBTB is TIBWS\ tlTSBTlt (Xfld 


zm. Katmr^ u 


of ocnpturB, But 


uran^BLv om 


>spBak out toldlv. T 


IS:, ^ts essBntiaL coniBnt:, simu 
WB TBud thBiT words UTidsT ciy 


siiion 10 sense reaaity 


'ICOnttV os CL jXOSrL Of tlBWSi 


\Ly important news > li 
penetrating and auth 


n me woria. men nci 


n then^ and read them 


Nni alnnp. fr 


) are the prophets of God to all mankind* Their news'^sheeis have been translated 
t everv tongti£% and are now circulated in every centre of civilization* They are 
dations for all time^ and particularly for times like these^ when the world is in a state 
haos and confusion. Everywhere to-day there is a hunger for newS:, for news of life^ 
news of Gody but the news men are most eagerly seeking is t^ has God^s 

ature on it^ God^s purpose and promise tn it ^ God* s power behind it, 
t is from this standpoint that we approach the study of the prophets. Gut method^ we 
evBy ts in keeping with the character of the books themselves. There arey of courscy 
^ages that cannot he regarded from this angle f hut for the montenty with the world in 
' need lor the news—revelattdny we havemade this our supreme and single atniy and the 
sentation of iU with directness and truthy our main task. Hence our departure from 
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KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN EVERY PART OF IT 
We imst give a thought to the things that are not seen, to the forces that 
are at work in the hearts cf men, and the end to which they are working. Above 
all we must ask: Is all well with the world, in the eyes of the Living God? 
Even in the ^es of men, is life to-day what it should be ? 







NEWS OF GOD FOR TIMES OF CRISIS 


We are living in such times; which means^ there could be no better time for reading the 
book. Experience is a wonderful key to the Scriptures. With it^ for instance^ we are not 
puzzled by the hookas literary form^ by its broken and disjointed passages:, its apparent 
inconsistencies^ and tangled outbursts of feeling. These things^ we knowy belong to a crisis. 
They are part of its everyday expression. Similarly y current events enable us to enter 
with understanding into the situation that is here described. Indeed the narrativey to 
our minds y is not merely a page of history but a picture of living experience y with the 
prophets words as an urgent message from God to meet it. Let us look then at these 
news-sheets as a revelation from God for times like ours, 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT Isaiahhi^n 


T he vision of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham^ Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiahj lungs of Judah, 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth not 
consider. Ah sinful nation, a people laden 
with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children 
that are corrupters: they have forsaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the Holy One^ 
of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why should ye be stricken any 
more? ye will revolt more and more: the 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, 
and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have 
not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
molMed with ointment. Your country is 
desolate, your cities are burned with fire: 
your land, strangers devour it in your 
presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown 
by strangers. And the daughter of Zion is 
left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a 
garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 
Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us 


a very small remnant, we should have been 
as Sodom, and we should have been like 
unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of 
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, 
ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offer- 
ings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I 
dehght not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this 
at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no 
more vain oblations; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, 
the calHng of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your 
new moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I 
am weary to bear them. And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood. Wash 
you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 


^ - The name Isaiah uses for God — the Holy One — is of his own coining. It is difficult to grasp all that the 
name means, but the Prophet from whose lips it fell had seen tlie Lord, and in the work of his life we may get 
a glint of its meaning. His all-consuming desire was to lift the thoughts of his people to a more exalted con- 
ception of God, and to a nobler and more spiritual response to His Will. In trying to understand the meaning 
of holiness* we find it an aid to start with the thought of moral majesty. 


they be red like crimson^ they shall be as 
wool. If ye be willing and obedient^ ye shall 
eat the good of the land: but if ye refuse and 
rebelj ye shall be devoured with the sword; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

How is the faithful city become an harlotl 
it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged 
in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is 
become dross^ thy wine mixed with water: 
thy princes are rebellious^ and companions 
of thieves : every one loveth giftSj and follow- 
eth after rewards: they judge not the father- 
lessa neither doth the cause of the widow 
come unto them. 

Therefore saith the Lord^ the Lord of 
hosts^ the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will 
ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies : and I will turn my hand 


ISAIAH 2, 7 

upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, 
and take away all thy tin: and I will restore 
thy judges as at the &st, and thy counsellors 
as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt 
be called. The city of righteousness, the 
faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with righteous- 
ness. And the destruction of the transgres- 
sors and of the sinners shall be together, 
and they that forsake the Lord shall be 
consumed. For they shall be ashamed of the 
oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be 
confoimded for the gardens that ye have 
chosen. For ye shall be as an oak whose 
leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no 
water. And the strong shall be as tow, and the 
maker of it as a spark, and they shall both 
burn together, and none shall quench them. 


BEFORE THE GREAT CRISIS 

NEWS^REVELATIONS OF HUMAN LIFE AND HISTORY 


ISAIAH 


CHAPTERS 2 , I- 


All history is in His hands^ says Isaiah^ whether we live in times of peace or war; and all 
history is directed by His Holy Will to the creation of a holy people. That is why the 
first of these news-revelations is a picture^ a magnificent poster-picturey of the divine 
event to which all creation moves^ and why it is followed by other pictures^ no less striking^ 
of men and women who have set their own selfish ambitions above the purpose of God. 


The Purpose of God 

THE word^ that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say. Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall 


rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
iuto pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. 

Mahs Own Schemes 

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. Therefore 
thou hast forsaken thy people the house of 
Jacob, because they be replenished from the 
east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, 
and they please themselves in the children 
of strangers. Their land also is full of silver 
and gold, neither is there any end of their 


* Whether all the words of this book are by Isaiah is a question the scholars must decide. Similarly, the 
problems connected with the Messianic passages are matters for the larger commentaries to discuss. Our task 
is to present the message of the book as a revelation for to-day, and for this purpose we may be permitted to 
refer to chapters 1-59 as, in the main, Isaiah’s work. For the same reason we may perhaps speak of the 
Prophet’s utterances as news-sheets, since there is sorhe probability that the prophet’s words were written down 
by one or more of his disciples, and issued from time to time as occasion required. 






lilifliiilili 

iiliiliiiliBI 

iWlliiaiili 


iiiiiiliiiifKSiii 

IllBiiill 




iiiilliillil 








ISAIAH 2, 7 

treasures; their land is also full of horsesj 
neither is there any end of their chariots: 
their land also is full of idols; they worship 
the work of their own hands^ that which 
their own fingers have made: and the mean 
man boweth down^ and the great man hum- 
bleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 
Enter into the rock^ and hide thee in the 
dustj for fear of the Lord^ and for the glory 
of his majesty. The lofty looks of man shall 
be humbled/ and the haughtiness of men 
shall be bowed down^ and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day. 

For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be 
upon every one that is proud and lofty^ and 
upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall 
be brought low: and upon aU the cedars of 
Lebanon^ that are high and lifted up^ and 
upon ail the oaks of Bashan, and upon all 
the high mountains^ and upon all the hills 
that are lifted up^ and upon every high 


tower, and upon every fenced wall, and upon 
all the ships of Tarshish, and upon ail 
pleasant pictures. And the loftiness of man 
shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be made low: and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day. And the 
idols he shall utterly abolish. And they shall 
go into the holes of the rocks, and into the 
caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and 
for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth 
to shake terribly the ear^. In that day a 
man shall cast his idols of silver, and his 
idols of gold, which they made each one for 
himself to worship, to the moles and to the 
bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and 
into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of 
the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, 
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 
Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils: for wherein is he to be accoimted 
of? 


NEWS-REVELATIONS OF LIFE 


Isaiah 3, i — 4, i 


In these two pictures the real truth of human nature:, its vanity and selfishness:, is 
placarded before our eyes. The first shows a group of important city men^ leaders of the 
people^ counsellor Sy public officials ^ and experts^ the second a group of fashionable^ well- 
dressed women, But what the prophet sees and draws in each picture is the Sovereign 
Ruler:, God:, demandings ' What mean ye that ye break my people in pieces ?^ 


Mighty Mm 

FOR, behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, 
doth take away from Jerusalem and from 
Judah the stay and the stalff, the whole stay 
of bread, and the whole stay of water, the 
mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, 
and the prophet, and the prudent, and the 
ancient, the captain of fifty, and the honour- 
able man, and the counsellor, and the cun- 
ning artificer, and the eloquent orator. And 
I will give children to be their princes, and 
babes shall rule over them. And the people 
shall be oppressed, every one by another, 
and every one by his neighbour: the child 
shall behave himself proudly against the 
ancient, and the base against the honourable. 
When a man shall take hold of his brother of 
the house of his father, saying. Thou hast 
clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin 
be under thy hand: in that day shall he 
swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in 
my house is neither bread nor clothing: 


Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: 
because their tongue and their doings are 
against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his 
glory. The shew of their countenance doth 
witness against them; and they declare their 
sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto 
their soul I for they have rewarded evil unto 
themselves. Say ye to the righteous, that it 
shall be well with him: for they shall eat the 
fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! 
it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his 
hands shall be given him. As for my people, 
children are their oppressors, and women 
rule over them. O my people, they which 
lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the 
way of thy paths. The Lord standeth up to 
plead, and standeth to judge the people. 
The Lord will enter into judgment with 
the ancients of his people, and the princes 
thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; 
the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What 
mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, 
and grind the faces of the poor? saith the 
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ISAIAH 5, 7 

only let us be called b}?' thy name, to take 
away our reproach. 


Fashionable Women 

Moreover the Lord saith. Because the 
daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 
with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, 
walking and mincing as they go, and making 
a tinkling with their feet: therefore the Lord 
will smite with a scab the crown of the head 
of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will 
discover their secret parts. In that day the 
Lord will take away the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet, and 
their cauls, and their round tires like the 
moon, the chains, and the bracelets, and the 
mufflers, the bonnets^ and the ornaments of 


THE GREAT NEWS-WORD Isa A. 2-6 

Holiness^ says the prophet^— freedom from tm-- 
perfection^ impurity ^ infirmity and sin— is the 
keyword of existcfice^ and the word of revela- 
tion for the true world-order. Through life and 
history the Holy God is creating a holy people. 

In that day shall the branch of the Lord 
be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of 
the earth shall be excellent and comely for 
them that are escaned of Israel it 




having a live coal in his hand^ which he had 
taken with the tongs from oif the altar: and 
he laid it upon my mouthy and said, Lo, this 
hath touched thy lips^ and thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said I, Here am I ; send me. And he said. 
Go, and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 
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hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed. 
Then said I, Lord, how long? And he 
answered. Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and 
the land be utterly desolate, and the Lord 
have removed men far away, and there be 
a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 
But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and 
as an oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall 
be the substance thereof. 
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UNWANTED NEWS Isa/ak 7 , 1—8, xs 

Times are grave. The armies of Israel and Syria are marching towards Jerusalem. 
The king is inspecting the city's water-supply^ vital in time of war. The Prophet^ taking 
with him his son:) goes along the highway to give Ahaz an assurance from God^ and learns 
that it is not wanted. The king has more confidence in the armies of Assyria^) and haS:^ 
doubtless^^already entered into an alliance with that mighty empire. 


A Time of Crisis 

AND it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the 
son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of 
Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and 
Fekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, 
went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, 
but could not prevail against it. And it was 
told the house of David, saying, Syria is con- 
federate with Ephraim. And his heart was 
moved, and the heart of his people, as the 
trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 


A Personal Sign 

Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth 
now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub 
thy son, at the end of the conduit of the 
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s 
field; and say unto him. Take heed, and be 
quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for 
the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for 
the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and 
of the son of Remaliah. Because Syria, 
Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have 
taken evil counsel against thee, saying. Let 
us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us 
make a breach therein for us, and set a long 


in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: 
thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, 
neither shall it come to pass. For the head 
of Syria is Damascus, and the head of 
Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore 
and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that 
it be not a people. And the head of Ephraim 
is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Remaiiah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely 
ye shall not be established. 

Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ah^, 
saying. Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; 
ask it either in the depth, or in the height 
above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither 
will I tempt the Lord. And he said. Hear 
ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing 
for you to weary men, but will ye weary my 
God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shdl call his name 
Immanuel.* Butter and honey shall he eat, 
that he may know to refuse the evil, and 
choose the good. For before the child shall 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, 
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
of both her kings. The Lord shall bring 
upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon 
thy father’s house, days that have not come. 





^ In the naming of a child that will be bom when Jerusalem has been delivered, the king will be given | 

a living sign of the fact that he has, by his alliance, doubted and denied. For the discussion of the interpretation j 

of this passage, and of the names the Prophet gave to his sons, see the standard commentaries. j 
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from the day that Ephraim departed from 
Judah; even the king of Assyria. 

And it shall come to pass in that day^ that 
the Lord shall hiss for the fly that is in the 
uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt^ and for 
the bee that is in the land of Assyria. And 
they shall come, and shall rest all of them in 
the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the 
rocks, and upon ^ thorns, and upon ail 
bushes. 

In the same day shall the Lord shave with 
a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond 
the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, 
and the hair of the feet: and it shall also con- 
sume the beard. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
a man shah nourish a young cow, and two 
sheep; and it shall come to pass, for the 
abundance of niilk that they shall give he 
shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall 
every one eat that is left in the land. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
every place shall be, where there were a 
thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it 
shall even be for briers and thorns. With 
arrows and with bows shall men come 
thither; because all the land shall become 
briers and thorns. And on all hills that shall 
be digged with the mattock, there shall not 
come thither the fear of briers and thorns: 
but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, 
and for the treading of lesser cattle. 

A Public Appeal 

Moreover the Lord said unto me. Take 
thee a great foil, and write in it with a 
man’s pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz. And I took imto me faithful witnesses 
to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah 
the son of Jeberechiah. And I went unto 
the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare 
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the king of Assyria, and all his glory : and he 
shall come up over all his channels, and go 
over all his banks : and he shall pass through 
Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he 
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretch- 
ing out of his wings shall fill the breadth of 
thy land, O ImmanueL 
Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye 
of far countries : gird yourselves, and ye shall 
be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought; speak 
the word, and it shall not stand: for God is 
with us.' For the Lord spake thus to me 
with a strong hand, and instructed me that I 
should not walk in the way of this people, 
saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all 
them to whom this people shall say, A con- 
federacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be 
afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; 
and let him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but 
for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of 
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin 
and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem. And many among them shall stumble, 
and fait and be broken, and be snared, and 
betaken. 


THERAITHFUL Isa.8»j6-^,7 

All the people were not unheliemng. There 
were a faithful few gathered round the prophet. 
On these disciples or pupils he set his hope^ and 
imparted to them his message. This inner circle 
of believers^called the Remnant — marks anew 
and important stage of religious development. 
From it grew the idea of the Church as a body 
of believers. 

Bind up the testimony, seal the law among 
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testimony : if they speak not according to this 
wordi it is because there is no light in them. 
And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead 
and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that 
when they shall be hungry, they shall fret 
themselves, and curse their king and their 
God, and look upward. And they shaU look 
unto the earthy and behold trouble and dark- 
ness, dimness of anguish j and they shall be 
driven to darkness. 

Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such 
as was in her vexation, when at the first he 
lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, and afterward did more 
grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy: they joy 
before thee according to the joy in harvest, 
and as men rejoice when they divide the 
spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
For every battle of the warrior is with con- 
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood; 
but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.^ 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Loan of hosts will perform 
this. 

THE WICKED Isa. 9, 8—10 , 4 

Only a man who was certain that God was over 
all and that righteousness was^ above all else^ 
the sceptre of His rule could write like this on 
world affairs. 

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it 
hath lighted upon Israel. And all the people 
shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant 


of Samaria, that say in the pride and stout-^ 
ness of heart, the bricks are fallen down, 
but we win build with hewn stones: the 
sycomores are cut down, but we will change 
them into cedars. Therefore the Lord shall 
set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, 
and join his enemies together; the Syrians 
before, and the Philistmes behind^ and they 
shall devour Israel with open mouth. For 
all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand is stretched out still. 

For the people turneth not unto him that 
smiteth them, neither do they seek the Lord 
of hosts. Therefore the Lord will cut off 
from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, 
in one day. The ancient and honourable, he 
is the head; and the prophet that teacheth 
lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this 
people cause them to err; and they that 
are led of them are destroyed. Therefore 
the Lord shall have no joy in their young 
men, neither shall have mercy on their 
fatherless and widows: for every one is an 
hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth 
speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out 
still. 

For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall 
devour the briers and thorns, and shall 
kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they 
shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. 
Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is 
the land darkened, and the people shall be as 
the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his 
brother. And he shall snatch on the right 
hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the 
left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: 
they shah eat every man the flesh of his own 
arm: Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, 
Manasseh: and they together shall be against 
Judah. For all this his anger is not turned 
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 

Woe u^^ decree unrighteous 

decrees, and that write grievousness which 
they have prescribed, to turn aside the needy 
from judgment, and to take away the right 
from the poor of my people, that widows 
may be their prey, and that they may rob 
the fatherless! And what wiU ye do in the 
day of visitation, and in the desolation which 
shall come from far? to whom will ye flee 
for help ? and where will ye leave your glory? 


* If we pass over these remarkable passages of prophecy without special comment it is not because we 
undervalue them, but because we consider them to be too important, and also too complicated, to be dealt with 
satisfactorily in it footnote. Nevertheless, m our study of the message of the book, for it is the book as a whole 
we are endeavouring to present, full weight has been given to these passages. 
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ISAIAH 10. 4 

Without me they shall bow down under the For all this his anger is not turned away, but 
prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain, his hand is stretched out still. 

ALL HISTORY IS IN HIS HANDS Isaiah 10, 5—12, 6 

All nations are the instruments of His purpose. What a noble conception of history ! 
Even Assyria has a mission to fulfil:, a place in the heavenly scheme of things. It may 
have been that of sweeping away the false gods^ and showing the sole sovereignty of 
Jehovah:, as indeed it did. But the Assyrians did not so view their task. They were a 
proud and haughty people:, with an ambition to dominate the earth. Their early successes 
made them arrogant and tyrannical until in the endy recognizing no difference between 
Jehovah and other gods^ they massed their armies to overthrow Him and His people. 
Their defeat was the vindication of the Prophefs faith in God as the controller of history. 
But me are anticipating the story of later chapters^ and before we reach them we must:, 
followir^ the guidance of the book:, compare the wonderful purpose of God for all man-’* 
kind with the aims and methods of this audacious nation. 

0 ASSYRIAN, the rod of mine anger, and Shall the axe boast itself against him that 
the staff in their hand is mine indignation, heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify 

1 will send him against an hypocritical itself against him that shaketh it? as if the 

nation, and against the people of my wrath rod should shake itself against them that lift 
will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, it up. or as if the staff should lift up itself, as 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down if it were no wood. Therefore shall the Lord, 
like the mire of the streets. Howbeit he the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones 
meaneth not so. neither doth his heart think leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle 
so; but it is in bis heart to destroy and cut a burning Hke the burning of a fire. And the 
off nations not a few. For he saith. Are not hght of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy 
my princes altogether kings ? Is not Calno One for a flame : and it shall burn and devour 
as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? his thorns and his briers in one day; and shall 
is not Samaria as Damascus? As my hand consume the glory of his forest, and of his 
hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and fruitful field, both soul and body : and they 
whose graven images did excel them of Jem- shall' be as when a standardbearer fainteth. 
Salem and of Samaria; shall I not. as I have And the- rest of the trees of his forest shall 
done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to be few. that a child may write them. 
Jerusalem and her idols? And it shall come to pass in that day. that 

Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped 
the Lord hath performed his whole work of the house of Jacob, shall no more again 
upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem. I will stay upon him that smote them; but shaU 
punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 
of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks, in truth. The remnant shall return, even the 
For he saith.^ By the stren^h of my hand I remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For 
have done it. and by my wisdom; for I am though thy people Israel be as the sand of the 
prudent: and I have removed the bounds of sea. yet a remnant of them shall return: the 
the people, and have robbed their treasures, consumption decreed shall overflow with 
and I have put down the inhabitants Hke righteousness. For the Lord God of hosts 
a vaHant man: and my hand hath found shall make a consumption, even determined, 
as a nest the riches of die people: and in the midst of all the land, 
as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I Therefore thus saith the Lord God of 
gathered all the earth; and there was none hosts. O my people that dwellest in Zion, 
that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, be not afraid of the Assyrian : he shall smite 
or peeped. thee with a rod. and shall lift up his staff 

^ How aptly the boast describes the acts of modern aggression. 
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TO PEACEFUL PEOPLE COMES DISTURBING NEWS 

The Bible story has a modern flavour, Jerusalem hears news of ruthless aggression by the 
armies of a mighty military power that has suddenly begun to threaten the eodstence of 
smaller states. In these pages Assyria is on the mar ch:^ with its well-disciplined troops^ 
anditsproudboast of invindble might. 


Ramah is afraid^ Gibeah of Saul is fled. 
Lift up thy voice^ O daughter of Gallim: 
cause it to be heard unt^ Laish^ O poor 
Anathoth. Madmenah is removed; the in- 
habitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. 
As yet shall he remain at Nob that day; 
he shall shake his hand against the mount 
of the daughter of Zion^ the hdl of Jeru- 
salem. 

Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall 
lop the bough with terror: and the high ones 
of stature shall be hewn down, and the 
haughty shall be htimbled. And he shall 
cut down the thickets of the forest with 
iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty 
one. 


against thee, after the manner of Egypt. For 
yet a very little while, and the indignation 
shall cease, and mine anger in their destruc- 
tion. And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a 
scomge for him according to the slaughter 
of Alidian at the rock of Oreb ; and as his rod 
was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after 
the manner of Egypt. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that his burden shall be 
taken away from olf thy shoulder, and his 
yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall 
be destroyed because of the anointing. 

He is come to Aiath, he is passed to 
Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his 
carriages; they are gone over the passage: 
they have taken up their lodging at Geba; 
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ISAIAH 11, I 

UNDER GOD’S RULE Isa. 11, 1-^12, 6 

There will he righteousness and peace; a great 
re-union of God^s people^ and an end to all the 
forces that oppose His zoilL 

And there shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots and the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and tmderstanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord; and shall make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lord: and 
he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears : 
but with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth: and he shall smite the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice* den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lojeid, as the waters cover the sea. 

And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his 
rest shall be glorious. 

God^s People 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people. 


which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth. The envy 
also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adver- 
saries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim 
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not 
vex Ephraim. But they shall fly upon the 
shoulders of the Pliilistines toward the west; 
they shall spoil them of the east together : 
they shall lay their hand upon Edom and 
Moab; and the children of Ammon shall 
obey them. And the Lord shall utterly 
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and 
with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand 
over the river, and shall smite it in the seven 
streams, and make men go over dryshod. 
And there shall be an highway for the rem- 
nant of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day 
that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 

Songs of Thanksgiving 

And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, 
I will praise thee: though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: 
for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and 
my song; he also is become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation. And in that day 
shall ye say. Praise the Lord, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the people, 
make mention that his name is exalted. Sing 
unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things: this is known in all the earth. Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for 
great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst 
of thee. 


to these Messianic passages see p. 717, fh. i. We might, however, suggest that a very 
profitable Ime of approach, for those who wish to make a special study of the subject, is that which traces. 

through all literatures, the evolution of the Messianic Idea. 




1 MooB 

j The burden of Moab. 

j Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid 

i waste, and brought to silence^ because in 

I the night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and 

I brought to silence; he is . gone up to Bajith, 

and to Dibon, the high places, to weep; 
Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over 
; Medeba : on all their heads shall be baldness, 

and every beard cut off. In their streets they 
shall gird themselves with sackcloth: on the 
; tops of their houses, and in their streets, 

every one shall howl, weeping abundantly. 
And Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh: their 
i voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz: there- 

i fore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry 

j out; his life shall be grievous unto him. My 

I heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives 

shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years 
old : for by the mounting up of Luhith with 
v/eeping shall they go it up; for in the way 
of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of 
destruction. For the waters of Ninarim shall 
be desolate : for the hay is withered away, the 
grass faileth, there is no green thing. There- 
fore the abundance they have gotten, and 
that which they have laid up, shall they carry 
away to the brook of the willows. For the 
cry is gone roxmd about the borders of Moab; 
the howling thereof unto Eglaim, and the 
howling thereof unto Beer-elim. For the 
waters of Dimon shall be full of blood: for I 
will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him 
that escapeth of Moab, and upon the rem- 
nant of the land. 

j Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land 

I from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount 

i of the daughter of Zion. For it shall be, that, 

I as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so 

i the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords 

ofAmon. Take cotmsel, execute judgment; 
make thy shadow as the night in the midst 
of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray 
not him that wander eth. Let mine outcasts 
dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert 

! to them from the face of the spoiler: for the 

extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, 
the oppressors are consumed out of the 
land. And in mercy shall the throne be 
I established : and he shall sit upon it in truth 

in the tabernacle of David, judging, and 
I seeking judgment, and hasting righteous- 


We have heard of the pride of Moab: he 
iswery proud: even of his haughtiness, and 
his pride, and his wrath : but his lies shall not 
be so. Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, 
every one shall howl: for the foundations of 
Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are 
stricken. For the fields of Heshbon lan- 
guish, and the vine of Sibmah: the lords of 
the heathen have broken down the principal 
plants thereof, they are come even unto 
Jazer, they wandered through the wilder- 
ness: her branches are stretched out, they 
are gone over the sea. Therefore I wiU be- 
wail with the weeping of Jazer the vine of 
Sibmah: I will water thee with my tears, O 
Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting for 
thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is 
fallen. And gladness is taken away, and joy 
out of the plentiful field; and in the vine- 
yards there shall be no singing, neither shall 
there be shouting; the treaders shall tread 
out no wine in their presses; I have made 
their vintage shouting to cease. Wherefore 
my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab, 
and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh. And 
it shall come to pass, when it is seen that 
Moab is weary on the high place, that he 
shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he 
shall not prevail. 

This is the word that the Loim hath spoken 
concerning Moab since that time. But now 
the Lord hath spoken, saying, Within three 
years, as the years of an hireling, and the 
glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all 
that great multitude; and the remnant shall 
be very small and feeble. 

Damascus 

The burden of Damascus.’^ 

Behold, Damascus is taken away from 
being a city, and it shall be a rumous heap. 
The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall 
be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none 
shall make them afraid. The fortress also 
shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom 
from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria; 
they shall be as the glory of the children of 
Israel, saith the Lord of hosts. 

And in that day it shall come to pass, that 
the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the 
fatness of his flesh shall wax lean. And it 
shall be as when the harvestman gathereth 
the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; 


^ Although Damascus provides the title for this passage it should he observed that the words refer more 
particularly to Israel or Bphraim. Damascus was its bulwark against Assyria, 
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and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in 
the valley of Rephaim. Yet gleaning grapes 
shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive 
tree, two or three berries in the top of the 
uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost 
fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lord 
G od of Israel. At that day shall a man look 
to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect 
to the Holy One of Israel. And he shall not 
look to the altars, the work of his hands, 
neither shall respect that which his fingers 
have made, either the groves, or the images. 
In that day shall his strong cities be as a for- 
saken bough, and an uppermost branch, 
which they left because of the children of 
Israel: and there shall be desolation. Be- 
cause thou hast forgotten the God of thy 
salvation, and hast not been mindful of the 
rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou 
plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with 
strange slips: in the day shalt thou make 
thy plant to grow, and in the mornmg shalt 
thou make thy seed to flourish: but the har- 
vest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of 
desperate sorrow. 


and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he 
lifteth up an ensign on the mountains 5 and 
when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. 

For so the Lord said unto me, I will take 
my rest, and I will consider in my dwelling 
place like a clear heat upon herbs, and Mke 
a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. For 
afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, 
and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, 
he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning 
hooks, and take away and cut down the 
branches. They shall be left together unto 
the fowls of the moxintains, and to the beasts 
of the earth: and the fowls shall summer 
upon them, and all the beasts of the earth 
shall winter upon them. In that time shall 
the present be brought unto the Lord of 
hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and 
from a people terrible from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden 
under foot, whose land the rivers have 
spoiled, to the place of the name of the Lord 
of hosts, the mount Zion. 

Egypt 


Assyria 

Woe to the multitude of many people, 
which make a noise like the noise of the seas; 
and to the rushing of nations, that make a 
rushing like the rushing of jnighty waters! 
The nations shall rush like the rushing of 
many waters: but God shall rebuke them, 
and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased 
as the chaff of the mountains before the 
wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirl- 
wind. And behold at eveningtide trouble; 
and before the morning he is not. This is 
the portion of them that spoil us, and the 
lot of them that rob us. 


Ethiopian Ambassadors 7 \ It 

^ And the waters shall fail from the sea, and 

Woe to the land shadowing with wings, the river shall be wasted and dried up. And 
which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia : that they shall turn the rivers far away ; and the 
sendeth ambassadors^ by the sea, even in brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried 
vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, up: the reeds and flags shall wither. The 
Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of 
and peeled, to a people terrible from their the brooks, and every thing sown by the 
beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be 
trodden down, whose land the rivers have no more. The fishers also shall mourn, and 
spoiled! All ye inhabitants of the world, all they that cast angle into the brooks shall 

* Apparently refers to the men sent by the king of Etiiiopia to iirge Judah to revolt against Assyria, a policy 
which Isaiah at that time fiercely opposed. 


The burden of Egypt. 

Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift 
cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the 
idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, 
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the 
midst of it. And I will set the Egyptians 
against the Egyptians: and they shall fight 
every one agamst his brother, and every 
one against his neighbour; city against city, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And the 
spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; 
and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and 
they shall seek to the idols, and to the 
charmers, and to them that have famiHar 
spirits, and to the wizards. And the Egyp- 
tians will I give over into the hand of a cruel 
lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, 
saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts. 

And the waters shall fail from the sea, and 
the river shall be wasted and dried up. And 
they shall turn the rivers far away; and the 
brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried 
up: the reeds and flags shall wither. The 
paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of 
the brooks, and every thing sown by the 
brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be 
no more. The fishers also shall mourn, and 
all they that cast angle into the brooks shall 
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of I was dismayed at the seeing of it. My 
heart panted^ fearfulness affrighted me: the 
night of my pleasure hath he turned into 
fear mto me. Prepare the table^ watch in 
the watchtower^ eat^ drink: arise^ ye princes^ 
and anoint the shield. For thus hath the 
Lord said lonto me^ Go^ set a watchman, let 
him declare what he seeth. And he saw a 
chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot 
of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he 
hearkened diligently with much heed: and 
he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually 
upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I 
am set in my ward whole nights : and, behold, 
here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple 
of horsemen. And he answered and said, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven 
images of her gods he hath broken unto the 
ground. 

O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: 
that which I have heard of the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, have I declared unto you. 

Edom 

The burden of Dumah. 

He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, 
what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night? The watchman said. The morning 
cometh, and also the night : if ye will enquire, 
enquire ye : return, come. 

Arabia 

The burden upon Arabia. 

In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye 
travelling companies of Dedanim. The in- 
habitants of the land of Tema brought water 
to him that was thirsty, they prevented with 
their bread him that fled. For they fled from 
the swords, from the drawn sword, and from 
the bent bow, and from the grievousness of 
war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, 
Within a year, according to the years of an 
hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall 
fail : and the residue of the number of archers, 
the mighty men of the children of Kedar, 
shall be diminished : for the Lord God of 
Israel hath spoken it. 

Jerusalem 

The burden of the valley of vision. 

What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly 


gone up to the housetops ? Thou that art full 
of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy 
slain men are not slain with the sword, nor 
dead in battle. All thy rulers are fled to- 
gether, they are bound by the archers: all 
that are found in thee are bound together, 
which have fled from far. Therefore said I, 
Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, 
labour not to comfort me, because of the 
spoiling of the daughter of my people. 

For it is a day of trouble, and of treading 
down, and of perplexity by the Lord God 
of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking 
down the walls, and of crying to the moun- 
tains. And Elam bare the quiver with chariots 
of men and horsemen, and Ear imcovered 
the shield. And it shall come to pass, that 
thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, 
and the horsemen shall set themselves in 
array at the gate. And he discovered the 
covering of Judah, and thou didst look in 
that day to the armour of the house of the 
forest. Ye have seen also the breaches of the 
city of David, that they are many: and ye 
gathered together the waters of the lower 
pool. And ye have numbered the houses of 
Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken 
down to fortify the wall. Ye made also a 
ditch between the two walls for tlie water of 
the old pool: but ye have not looked imto 
the maker thereof, neither had respect unto 
him that fashioned it long ago. 

And in that day did the Lord God of hosts 
call to weeping, and to mourning, and to 
baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: and 
behold joy and gladness,^ slaying oxen, and 
killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine : 
let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall 
die. And it was revealed in mine ears by 
the Lord of hosts. Surely this iniquity shall 
not be purged from you till ye die, saith the 
Lord God of hosts. 

Shebna and EKakim 

Thus saith tlie Lord God of hosts. Go, 
get thee unto this treasurer, even imto Sheb- 
na, which is over the house, and say. What 
hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, 
that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre 
here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre 
on high, and that graveth an habitation for 
liimself in a rock? Behold, the Lord will 


[ 


carry thee away with a mighty captivity^ and 
will surely cover thee. He will surely vio- 
lently turn and toss thee like a ball into a 
large country: there shaltthou die^ and there 
the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of 
thy lord’s house. And I will drive thee from 
thy station^ and from thy state shall he pull 
thee down. And it shall come to pass in that 
day^ that I will call my servant Eliakim^ the 
son of Hilkiah: and I will clothe him with 
thy robe^ and strengthen him with thy girdle^ 
and I will commit thy government into his 
hand: and he shall be a father to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem^ and to tlie house of 
Judah. And the key of the house of David 
will I lay upon his shoulder ; so he shall open^ 
and none shall shut^ and he shall shut, and 
none shall open. And I will fasten him as 
a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a 
glorious throne to his father’s house. And 
they shall hang upon him all the glory of his 
father’s house, the offspring and the issue, 
all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels 
of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. 
In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the 
nail that is fastened in the sure place be 
removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the 
burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for 
the Lord hath spoken it. 


The burden of Tyre.=^ 

Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid 
waste, so that there is no house, no entering 
in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to 
them. Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; 
thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that 
pass over the sea, have replenished. And by 
great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of 
the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart 
of nations. Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for 
the sea hath spoken, even the strength of 
the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth 
children, neither do I nourish up young 
men, nor bring up virgins. As at the report 
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concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely 
pained at the report of Tyre. Pass ye over to 
Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is 
this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of 
ancient days? her own feet shall carry her 
afar off to sojourn. 

Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, 
the crowning city, whose merchants are 
princes, whose traffckers are the honourable 
of the earth? The Lord of hosts hath pur- 
posed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and 
to bring into contempt all the honourable of 
the earth. Pass tiirough thy land as a river, 
O daughter of Tarshish ; there is no more 
strength. He stretched out iiis hand over the 
sea, he shook the kingdoms: the Lord hath 
given a commandment against the merchant 
city, to destroy the strong holds thereof. And 
he said. Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou 
oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, 
pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou 
have no rest. 

Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this 
people was not, till the Assyrian founded it 
for them that dwell in the wilderness: they 
set up the towers tliereof, they raised up the 
palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. 
Howl, ye ships of Tarshish : for your strength 
is laid waste. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that Tyre shaU be forgotten seventy 
years, according to the days of one king : after 
the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as 
an harlot. Take an harp, go about the city, 
thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make 
sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou 
mayest be remembered. And it shall come 
to pass after the end of seventy years, that 
the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn 
to her hire, and shall commit fornication with 
all the kingdoms of the world upon the face 
of the earth. And her merchandise and her 
hire shall be holiness to the Lord; it shall 
iiot be treasured nor laid up; for her mer- 
chandise shah be for them that dwell before 
the Lord, to eat sxafliciently, and for durable 
clothing. 


^ We are given in this paragraph a description of two men who in turn held the high position of chief officer 
to the palace. One, Shebna, a foreign adventurer of excessive vanity; the other Eliakira, a man of solid, 
stable character, like a strong nail in a sure place — ^until, adds a later writer, it is brought down by the number 
of unworthy people that cling to it. 

® Tyre, in Phoenicia, the market of the nations; a proud and prosperous mercantile city. 





THE GREAT MAKER OF HISTORY IS GOD Isaiah 24, i— 27 , 13 

The Master Mind, and the Master Hand, the Author and Perfecter of Creation^ s story, 
is God. He it is who has made the nations, and who is now, by His righteous will and 
rule, fashioning their destinies; scattering the darkness that holds back the day of Glory 
for mankind, and clearing by destruction the evil things that hold up humanity's onward 
march. 


Behold the Lord's Work 

BEHOLD, tlie Lord maketLthe earth empty, 
and maketh it waste, and tnrneth it upside 
down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants 
thereof. And it shall be, as with the peo- 
ple, so with the priest; as with the servant, 
so with his master; as with the maid, so 
with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with 
the seller; as with the lender, so with the 
borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with 
the giver of usury to him. The land shall be 
utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the 
Lord hath spoken this word. The earth 
mourneth and fadeth away, the world lan- 
guisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people 
of the earth do languish. The earth also is 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; because 
they have transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 
Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, 
and they that dwell therein are desolate; 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 
burned, and few men left. The new wine 
mourneth, the vine languisheth, aH the 
merryhearted do sigh. The mirth of tabrets 
ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, 
the joy of the harp ceaseth. They shall not 
drink wine with a song; strong ^ink shall 
be bitter to them that drink it. The city of 
confusion is broken down: every house is 
shut up, that no man may come in. There 
is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is 
darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. In 
the city is left desolation, and the gate is 
smitten with destruction. When thus it shall 
be in the midst of the land among the people, 
there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, 
and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage 
is done. 

They shall lift up their voice, they shall 
sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall 
cry aloud from the sea. Wherefore glorify 
ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of 
the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the 


But I said. My leanness, my leanness, woe 
unto mel the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers 
have dealt very treacherously. Fear, and the 
pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O in- 
habitant of the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, that he who fieeth from the noise of the 
fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh 
up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken 
in the snare: for the windows from on high 
are open, and the foundations of the earth 
do shake. The earth is utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is 
moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to 
and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed 
like a cottage; and the transgression thereof 
shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and 
not rise again. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall punish the host of the high 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the 
earth upon the earth. And they shall be 
gathered together, as prisoners are gatliered 
in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, 
and after many days shall they be visited. 
Then the moon shall be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall 
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously. 


O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt 
thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast 
done wonderful things; thy coimsels of old 
are faithfulness and truth. For thou hast 
made of a city an heap ; of a defenced city a 
ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it 
shall never be built. Therefore shall the 
strong people glorify thee, the city of the 
terrible nations shall fear thee. For thou hast 
been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, 
a shadow from the heat, when the blast of 


A Song of Praise 
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branch of the terrible ones shall be brought soul is to thy name, and to the remem- 
brance of thee. With my soul haye I desired 
thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within 
me will I seek thee early: for when thy judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness* Let favour 
be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness : in the land of uprightness will 


Death Destroyed 

And in this moimtain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
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the piercing serpent^ even leviathan that 
crooked serpent 5 and he shall slay the dragon 
that is in the sea. 

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard 
of red wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will 
water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I 
will keep it night and day. Fury is not in me: 
who would set the briers and thorns against 
me in battle ? I would go through them, I 
would burn them together. Or let him take 
hold of my strength, that he may make peace 
with me; and he shall make peace with me. 
He shall cause them that come of Jacob to 
take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and 
fill the face of the world with fruit. 

Hath he smitten him, as he smote those 

that smote him? or is he slain according to 
the slaughter of them that are slain by him? 
In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough 
wind in the day of the east wind. By tins 
therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be 
purged^ and this is aU the fruit to take away 
his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the 


altar as chaikstones that are beaten in sunder, 
the groves and images shall not stand up. 
Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and 
the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilder- 
ness : there shall the calf feed, and there shall 
he lie down, and consume the branches 
thereof. When the boughs thereof are 
withered, they shall be broken off. the 
women come, and set them on fire: for it 
is a people of no understanding: therefore 
he that made them will not have mercy on 
them, and he that formed them will shew 
them no favour. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 

the Lord shall beat off from the channel of 
the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye 
shall be gathered one by one, O ye children 
of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the great trumpet shall be blown, and they 
shah come which were ready to perish in the 
land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land 
of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the 
holy mormt at Jerusalem. 


D U R I N G THE CRISIS 

THE WAYS OF MEN IN THE EYES OF GOD 


ISAIAH 


CHAPTERS 28, i— 35, lo 


Once more we are on solid ground; in city streets wUhpeople who have an urgent problem 
to solve. The cloud of glory which a few moments ago enveloped us, as we stood with, 
the Drophet on the peak of revelation looking down on the mysterious waters of the stream 
of inein thel^htqfheaven,hasgone. Wecneleft to turnour minds,withtheni^y 
of the vision, to the immediate problems of actual existence. In this case it is a city that 

hasbecomeinvolvedinanintemational crisis. 

W OE to the crown of pride, to the when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it 
drunkards of Ephraim,' whose is yet in his hand he eateth it up. In that 
gloriousbeautyisafadingflower, day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crovm 
which are on the head of thefat of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto 
valleys of them that are overcome with wine! &e residue of Ws people, and for a spirit of 
Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong judgment to 1^ that sitteth in judgmen , 
one, wWch as a tempest of hail and a destroy- and for strength to them that turn the battle 
ing storm, as a flood of mighty waters over- to the gate. 

flowing, shall cast down to the earth with the 

hand. The crown of pride, the drunkards Conditions in jerusodem 

ofEphraim, shall be trodden under feet: and . . . 

the glorious beauty, which is on the head But they also have erred through wme, 
of the fat vaUey, shaE be a fading flower, and and through strong drmk Me out of the way; 
as the hasty fhiit before the summer; which the priest and the prophet have erred through 


W OE to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim,' whose 
glorious beauty is afading flower, 
which are on the head of the fat 
vaEeys of them that are overcome with wine! 
Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong 
one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroy- 
ing storm, as a flood of mighty waters over- 
flowing, shall cast down to the earth with the 
hand. The crown of pride, the drunkards 
of Ephraim, shaE be trodden tmder feet : and 
the glorious beauty, which is on the head 
of the fat vaEey, shaE be a fading flower, md 
as the hasty fruit before the summer; which 


This earlier prophecy of the doom of Israel, now fulfilled, ought to be a warning to Judah 
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OUR OWN CITIES BECOME INVOLVED IN A CRISIS 


Before the outbreak of war we passed through days not unlike those which appear 
at this stage of the narrative. The citizens of Jerusalem, alarmed at the conquests 
of the Assyrian aggressor, prepare for war. Some of them press for an dliance 
with another great power, Isaiah boldly declares how God views the situation. 


Strong drinkj they are swallowed up of wine^ 
they are out of the way through strong drink; 
they err in vision^ they stumble in judgment. 
For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, 
so that there is no place clean. 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and 
whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and 
drawn from the breasts. For precept must 
be upon precept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little: for with stammering lips and 
another tongue will he Speak to this people. 

To whom he said. This is the rest where- 
with ye may cause the weary to rest; and this 
is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 


But the word of die Lokd was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon fine; here a little, 
and there a little; that they might go^ and fall 
backward, and be broken, and snared, and 
taken. 

Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
scornful men, that rule this people which is 
in Jerusalem. Because ye have said. We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are we at agreement; when die overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come 
unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves : 
therefore thus saith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion for a foimdation a stone. 
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a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that beiieveth shall not make 
haste. Judgment also will I lay to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet: and the 
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and 
the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 
And your covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled. and your agreement with hell shall 
not standi when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it. From the time that it goeth 
forth it shall take you : for morning by morn- 
ing shall it pass over, by day and by night: 
and it shall be a vexation only to understand 
the report. For the bed is shorter than that 
a man can stretch himself on it: and the 
covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himself in it. For the Lord shall rise up as 
in mount Perazim. he shall be wroth as in 
the valley of Gibeon. that he may do his 
work, his strange work; and bring to pass 
his act. his strange act. Now therefore be ye 
not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: 
for I have heard from the Lord God of hosts 
a consumption, even determined upon the 
whole earth. 

A Parable 

Give ye ear. and hear my voice; hearken, 
and hear my speech. Doth the plowman 
plow all day to sow? doth he open and break 
the clods of his ground ? When he hath made 
plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad 
the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast 
in the principal wheat and the appointed 
barley and the rie in their place? For his 
God doth instruct him to discretion, and 
doth teach him. For the fitches are not 
threshed with a threshing instrument, neither 
is a cart wheel turned about upon the cum- 
min; but the fitches are beaten out with a 
staff, and the cummin with a rod. Bread 
corn is bruised; because he will not ever be 
threshing it. nor break it with the wheel of 
his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 
This also cometh forth from the Lord of 
hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working. 

Changes are Imminent 

Woe to Ariel.^ to Ariel, the city where 
David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them 
kill sacrifices. Yet I will distress Ariel, and 


there shall be heaviness and sorrow! and it 
shall be unto me as Ariel. And I will camp 
against thee round about, and will lay siege 
against thee with a mount, and I will raise 
forts against thee. And thou shalt be brought 
down, and shalt speal?: out of the groxmd. 
and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, 
and thy voice shall be. as of one that hath a 
familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy 
speech shall whisper out of the dust. 

Moreover the multitude of thy strangers 
shall be like small dust, and the multitude of 
the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth 
away: yea. it shall be at an instant suddenly. 
Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts 
with thunder, and with earthquake, and 
great noise, with storm and tempest, and the 
flame of devouring fire. And the multitude 
of aU the nations that fight against Ariel, even 
all that fight against her and her munition, 
and that distress her. shall be as a dream of a 
night vision. It shall even be as when an 
hungry man dreameth. and. behold, he 
eateth; but he awaketh. and his soul is empty: 
or as when a thirsty man dreameth. and. 
behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and. 
behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite : 
so shall the multitude of all the nations be. 
that fight against mount Zion. 

Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out. 
and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; 
they stagger, but not v/ith strong drink. For 
the Lord hath poured out upon you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your 
eyes : the prophets and your rulers, the seers 
hath he covered. And the vision of all is 
become unto you as the words of a book that 
is sealed, which men deliver to one that is 
learned, saying. Read this. I pray thee: and 
he saith. I cannot; for it is sealed: and the 
book is delivered to him that is not learned, 
saying. Read this. I pray thee : and he saith. 
I am not learned. 

Wherefore the Lord said. Forasmuch as 
this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from me. and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of 
men: therefore, behold. I will proceed to do 
a marvellous work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a wonder: for the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid. 


- It means ^altar-hearth% i.e. Jerusalem, the central place of worship; the Prophet ironically bids the 
people continue to celebrate their yearly festivals; but the city is doomed. 
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to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out 
in a high wall, whose breaking cometh sud- 
denly at an instant. And he shall break it as 
the breaking of the potters’ vessel that is 
broken in pieces^ he shall not spare: so that 
there shall not be found in the bursting of it 
a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take 
water withal out of the pit. 

For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel j In returning and rest shall 
ye be saved ^ in quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength: and ye would not. 
But ye said, No ; for we will flee upon horses; 
therefore shall ye flee : and. We will ride upon 
the swift; therefore shall they that pursue 
you be swift. One thousand shall flee at tlie 
rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall 
ye fee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the 
top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an 
hill. 


And therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, and therefore will 
he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon 
you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: 
blessed are all they that wait for him. For 
the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: 
thou shalt weep no more: he will be very 
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; 
when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. 
And though the Lord give you the bread of 
adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall 
not thy teachers be removed into a corner 
any more, but thine eyes shall see thy 
teachers: and thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying. This is the way, walk 
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left. Ye shall defile also 
the covering of thy graven images of silver, 
and the ornament of thy molten images of 
gold : thou shalt cast them away as a men- 
struous cloth; thou shalt say unto it. Get thee 
hence. 

Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, 
that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and 
bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall 
be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy 
cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen like- 
wise and the young asses that ear the ground 
shall eat clean provender, which hath been 
winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 
And there shall be upon every high moun- 
tain, and upon every high hill, rivers and 
streams of waters in the day of the great 


slaughter, when the towers fall. Moreover 
the light of the moon shall be as the light of 
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the 
day that Lord bindeth up the breach of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound. 


The Fear of Assyria 

Behold, the name of the Lord cometh 
from far, burning with his anger, and the 
burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of 
indignation, and his tongue as a devouring 
fire : and his breath, as an overflowing stream, 
shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift 
the nations with the sieve of vanity: and 
there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the 
people, causing them to err. Ye shall have 
a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity 
is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one 
goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain 
of the Lord, to the mighty One of Israel. 
And the Lord shall cause his glorious voice 
to be heard, and shall shew the lighting 
down of his arm, with the indignation of his 
anger, and with the flame of a devouring 
fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hail- 
stones. For through the voice of the Lord 
shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which 
smote with a rod. And in every place where 
the grounded staff shall pass, which the Lord 
shall lay upon him, it shall be with tablets 
and harps : and in battles of shaking will he 
fight with it. For Tophet is ordained of old; 
yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made 
it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood; the breath of the Lord, lilce a 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it. 


The Hope in Egypt 

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for 
help ; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, 
because they are many; and in horsemen, 
because they are very strong; but they look 
not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek 
the Lord! Yet he also is wise, and will bring 
evil, and will not call back his words: but 
will arise against the house of the evildoers, 
and against the help of them that work 
iniquity. Now the Egyptians are men, and 
not God; and their horses flesh, and not 
spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out his 
hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he 


A Promise to Judah 
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gradous unto us^ we have waited for thee: 
be thou their arm every morning, our salva- 
tion also in the time of trouble. At the noise 
of the mmult the people fled; at the lifting 
up of thyself the nations were scattered. 
And your spoil shall be gathered like the 
gathering of the caterpiller: as the running 
to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them. 
The Lord is exalted ; for he dwelleth on high : 
he hath filled Zion with judgment and 
righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge 
shall be the stability of thy times, and strength 
of salvation: the fear of the Lord is his 
treasure. 

Behold, their valiant ones shall cry with- 
out: the ambassadors of peace shall weep 
bitterly. The highways lie waste, tlie way- 
faring man ceaseth: he hath broken the 
covenant, he hath despised the cities, he 
regardeth no man. The earth mourneth and 
languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn 
down: Sharon is like a wilderness; and 
Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits. 
How win I rise, saith the Lord; now will I 
be exalted; now will I lift up myself. Ye 
shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth 
stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour 
you. And the people shall be as the burn- 
ings of lime : as thorns cut up shall they be 
burned in the fire. 


New City 

Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; 
and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might. 
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness 
surprised the hypocrites. Who among 


us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who 
among us shall dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings? He that walketh righteously, and 
speaketh uprightly; he that despiselli the 
gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands 
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his 
ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on high : 
his place of defence shall be the mimitions 
of rocks : bread shall be given him ; his waters 
shall be sure. 

Tliine eyes shall see the king in his beauty : 
they shall behold the land that is very far off. 
Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is 
the scribe? where is the receiver? where is 
he that counted the towers? Thou shalt not 
see a fierce people, a people of a deeper 
speech than thou canst perceive; of a stam- 
mering tongue, that thou canst not under- 
stand. Look upon Zion, the city of our 
solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall 
not be taken down; not one of the stakes 
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall 
any of the cords thereof be broken. But 
there the glorious Lord will be unto us a 
place of broad rivers and streams; wherein 
shall go no galley with oars, neither shall 
gallant ship pass thereby. For the Lord is 
our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the 
Lord is our king; he will save us. Thy tack- 
lings are loosed; they could not well strength- 
en their mast, they could not spread the 
sail : then is the prey of a great spoil divided; 
the lame take the prey. And the inhabitant 
shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell 
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. 


VITAL MOMENT Isaiah 34, i— 35, lO 

The impression we get as we come upon the following passagesis that the great moment-of 
crisis is at hand. The nations are summoned to behold the Lord working out His purpose 
tti hzstorv, according to His righteous zoill and power ^^a sword for the cities of evil, and a 
sor^where the cities are God-fearing. 






not be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus 
saith the king of Assyria, Make an agree- 
ment with me by a present, and come out 
to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and 
every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every 
one the waters of his own cistern; until I 
come and take you away to a land like your 
own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah 
persuade you, saying. The Lord will deliver 
us. Hath any of the gods of the nations de- 
livered his land out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath 
and Arphad? where are the gods of Sephar- 
vaim? and have they delivered Samaria out 
of my hand? Who are they among all the 
gods of these lands, that have delivered their 
land out of my hand, that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 

But they held their peace, and answered 
him not a word: for the king’s command- 
ment was, saying, Answer him not. Then 
came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was 
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to 
Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told 
him the words of Rabshakeh. 

In the House of the Lord 

Auid it came to pass, when king Hezekiah 
heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into the 
house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, 
who was over the household, and Shebna 
the scribe, and the elders of the priests 
covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz. And they said 
unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, This day 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of 
blasphemy: for the children are come to the 
birth, and there is not strength to bring 
forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear 
the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of 
Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the 
living God, and will reprove the words which 
the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore 
lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is 
left. 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to 
Isaiah. And Isaiah said tmto them. Thus 
shall ye say unto your master. Thus saith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou 
hast heard, wherewith the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Be- 
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hold, I will send a blast upon him, and he 
shall hear a rumour, and return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land. 

Assyrians Demand ^ 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the 
king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for 
he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. And he heard say concerning 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth 
to make war with thee. And when he heard 
it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 
^Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of 
Judah, saying. Let not thy God, in whom 
thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem 
shall not be given into the hand of the king 
of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the 
kings of Assyria have done to all lands by 
destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be 
delivered? Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them which my fathers have de- 
stroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, 
and the children of Eden which were in 
Teiassar? Whereisthekingof Hamath, and 
the king of Arphad, and the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the 
hand of the messengers, and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up imto the house of the 
Lord, and spread it before the Lord, And 
HezeHah prayed xmto the Lord, saying, O 
Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest 
between the cherubims, thou art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 
Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open 
thine eyes, O Lord, and see: and hear all 
the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent 
to reproach the living God. Of a truth. Lord, 
the kings of Assyria have laid waste aU the 
nations, and their countries, and have cast 
their gods into the fire: for they were no 
gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood 
and stone: therefore they have destroyed 
them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only* 

IsaiaKs Answer 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto 
Hezekiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me 
against Sennacherib king of Assyria: this is 
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A short biographical appendix to IsaiaKs national woy% setting forth the close personal 
relationship between the prophet and the king. It is generally assumed that the events 
narrated belong to the years preceding the great crisis. 


HezeUaUs Sicknes<^ Remember now, O Lokd, I beseech thee, 

nezeman s c^icnness j wa^ked before thee in truth and 

IN those days was Hezekiah sick unto with a perfect heart, and have done that 

death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 

Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, wept sore. Then came the word of the Lord 

Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in to Isaiah, saying. Go, and say to Hezekiah, 

order: for thou shalt die, and not live. Then Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy 
Hezekiah turned his face toward the wail, father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
and prayed unto the Lord, and said, thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days 

^ In one sentence we have the prophet’s view — every affair of State, every interest in life, is judged by the 
one standard, whether it is for or against God — a point of view we are in danger of forgetting, substituting in 
its place the cry, for or against the race, the State, or the class to which we belong. 
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the word which the Lord hath spoken con- And this shall be a sign unto thee. Ye shall 
ceming him; The virgin, the daughter of eat this year such as groweth of itself; and 
Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee the second year that which springeth of the 
to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, 
shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou and plant vineyards, and ear the fruit thereof, 
reproached and blasphemed? and against And the remnant that is escaped of the house 
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted of Judah shall again take root downward, and 
up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy bear flruit upward: for out of Jerusalem shall 
One of Israel.' By thy servants hast thou go forth a remnant, and they that escape out 
reproached the Lord, and hast said. By the of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts 
multitude of my chariots am I come up to shall do this, 
the height of the mountains, to the sides 

of Lebanon; and I wiU cut doTO the Jerusalem Delivered 
tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees 

thereof: and I will enter into the height Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning 
of his border, and the forest of his Carmel, the king of Assyria, He shall not come into 
I have rlig gpd, and drunk water; and with this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
the sole of my feet have I dried up all the before it with shields, nor cast a bank against 
rivers of the besieged places. it. By the way that he came, by the same 

Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have shall he return, and shall not come into this 
done it; and of ancient times, that I have city, saith the Lord. For I will defend this 
formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, city to save it for mine own sake, and for my 
that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced servant David’s sake, 
cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their Then the angel of the Lord went forth, 
inhabitants were of small power, they were and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a 
dismayed and confounded: they were as the hundred and fourscore and five thousand: 
grass of the field, and as the green herb, as and when they arose early in the morning, 
the grass on the housetops, and as com behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sen- 
blasted before it be grown up. But I know nacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it 
in, and thy rage against me. Because thy came to pass, as he was worshipping in the 
rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech 
into mine ears, therefore will I put niy hook and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I sword; and they escaped into the land of 
will turn thee back by the way by which thou Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned 
earnest. inhisstead. 


Isaiah 38, i— 39, 8 


THE KING AND THE PROPHET 
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They that go down into the pit cannot hope 
for thy trutli. 

The livings the living, he shall praise thee, 
as I do this day: 

The father to the children shall make 
known thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me: 

Therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments 

All the days of our life in the house of the 
Lord. 

For Isaiah had said. Let them take a lump 
of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, 
and he shall recover, 

Hezekiah also had said. What is the sign 
that I shall go up to the house of the 
Lord? 


fifteen years. And I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria: and 1 will defend this city. And 
this shall be a sign imto thee from the Lord, 
that the Lord wiU do this thing that he hath 
spoken^ behold, I will bring again the shadow 
of the degrees, which is gone down in the 
sim dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So 
the sun returned ten degrees, by which 
degrees it was gone down. 

Song of Thanksgiving 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, 
when he had been sick, and was recovered 
of his sickness : 

I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall 
go to the gates of the grave: 

I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the 
Lord, in the land of the living: 

I shall behold man no more with the in- 
habitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed, and is removed from 
me as a shepherd’s tent: 

I have cut off Hke a weaver my life: he 
win cut me off with pining sickness : 

From day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me. 

I reckoned till morning, that, as a Hon, so 
win he break ah my bones : 

From day even to night wilt thou make an 
end of me. 

Like a crane or a swaUow, so did I chatter : 

I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with 
looking upward: 

0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake 
for me. 

What shaU I say? he hath both spoken 
unto me, and himself hath done it: 

1 shan go softly ah my years in the bitter- 
ness of my soul. 

O Lord, by these things men Hve, 

And in all these things is the Hfe of my 
spirit: 

So wilt thou recover me, and make me 
to Hve. 

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: 

But thou hast in love to my soul delivered 
it from the pit of corruption: 

For thou hast cast ah my sins behind thy 
back. 

For the grave cannot praise thee, death 
can not celebrate thee : 

^ Babylon at this time was not a mighty empire. Merodach-baladan was a master of intrigue who sought to 
stir up rebellion against Assyria. 


Hezekiah^ s Folly 

At that time Merodach-baladan, the son 
of Baladan, king of Babylon,^ sent letters and 
a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
he had been sick, and was recovered. And 
Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed 
them the house of his precious things, the 
silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the 
precious ointment, and all the house of his 
armour, and all that was found in his trea- 
sures : there was nothing in his house, nor in 
all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them 
not. Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
king Hezekiah, and said unto him. What 
said these men? and from whence came they 
imto thee? And Hezekiah said. They are 
come from a far country imto me, even from 
Babylon. Then said he, What have they 
seen in thine house? And Hezekiah an- 
swered, All that is in mine house have they 
seen: there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. Then said 
Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the 
Lord of hosts : Behold, the days come, that 
all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store imtil this day, 
shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall 
be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that 
shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, 
shall they take away; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. 
He said moreover. For tliere shall be peace 
and truth in my days. 
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shewed to him the way of understanding? Lord shall renew their strength^ they shall 

Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 

and are counted as the small dust of the run, and not be weary j and they shall walk, 

balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a and not faint, 

very little thing. And Lebanon is not suffi- 
cient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient rp J77 \T U- 

for a burnt offering. All nations before him ^ ^ NattOHS 

are as nothing ; and they are counted to him Keep silence before me, O islands; and 
less than nothing, and vanity. let the people renew their strength : let them 

To whom then will ye liken God? or what come near; then let them speak: let us come 

likeness will ye compare unto him? The near together to judgment. Who raised up 

workman melteth a graven image, and the the righteous man from the east,^ called him 

goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and to his foot, gave the nations before him, and 

casteth silver chains. He that is so im- made him rule over kings ? he gave them as 

poverished that he hath no oblation choosetli the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble 

a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him to his bow. He pursued them, and passed 

a cunning workman to prepare a graven safely; even by the way that he had not gone 

image, that shall not be moved. Have ye with his feet. Who hath wrought and done 

not known? have ye not heard? hath it not it, calling the generations from the begin- 

been told you from the beginning? have ye ning? I the Lord, the first, and with the 

not imderstood from the foundations of the last; I am he. The isles saw it, and feared; 

earth? It is he that sitteth upon the circle the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, 
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sayiiig unto thee. Fear not^ I will help thee. 
Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of 
Israeli I will help thee, saith the Lord, and 
thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Be- 
hold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing 
instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh 
the mountains, and beat them small, and 
shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou shalt fan 
them, and the wind shall carry them away, 
and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and 
thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory 
in the Holy One of Israel. 

When tile poor and needy seek water, and 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God 
of Israel will not forsake them. I will open 
rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys: I will make the wilder- 
ness a pool of water, and the dry land springs 
of water. I will plant in the wilderness the 
cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and 
the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir 
tree, and the pine, and the box tree together : 
that they may see, and know, and consider, 
and imderstand together, that the hand of 
the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One 
of Israel hath created it. 

To the Idols 

Produce your cause,^ saith the Lord ; bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King 
of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and 
shew us what shall happen: let them shew 
the former things, what they be, that we 
may consider them, and know the latter end 
of them; or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, 
that we may know that ye are gods : yea, do 
good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, 
and behold it together. Behold, ye are of 
nothing, and your work of nought: an 
abomination is he tliat chooseth you. 

I have raised up one from the north, and he 
shall come: from the rising of the sun shall 
he call upon my name: and he shall come 
upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter 
treadeth clay. Who hath declared from tlie 
beginning, &at we may know? and before- 
time, that we may say. He is righteous? yea, 
there is none that sheweth, yea, there is 
none that declareth, yea, there is none that 
heareth your words. The first shall say to 


Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give 
to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 
For I beheld, and there was no man^ even 
among them, and there was no counsellor, 
that, when I asked of them, could answer 
a word. Behold, they are all vanity; their 
works are nothing: their molten images are 
wind and confusion. 


THE LORD’S SERVANT Isa. 42, 1-4 

This is the first of four distinctive passages 
usually referred to as Servant Songs, In a note 
we can only indicate their prof ound importance^ 
and to those who desire to inquire further into 
the divine revelation^ mention one line of inter-- 
pretation on the question of the identity of the 
servant. In this passage it would seem to refer 
to Israel generally. It is followed by a picture 
of what God meant Israel to he^ and what Israel 
had become. 

Behold my servant,^ whom I uphold ; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have 
put my spirit upon him : he shah bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard 
in the street. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and the smokiag flax shall he not 
quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto 
truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till he have set judgment in the earth: and 
the isles shall wait for his law. 

The Israel of God 

Thus saith God the Lord, he that created 
the heavens, and stretched them out; he that 
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh 
out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 
therein: I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house. I am 
the Lord: that is my name: and my glory 
will I not give to another, neither my praise 
to graven images. Behold, the former things 
are come to pass, and new things do I de- 


* Let the idols show what predictions they have ever fulfilled. The country was full of statues and temples 
to heathen gods. Can any of them, like Jehovah, make the forces of history serve his will? 

* See also Isa. 49, p. 751 ; Isa. 50, 4-9, p. 752; and Isa. 52, 13— ' 53 j 12, p. 754. 
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ALL OVER THE WORLD GREAT MOVEMENTS ARE ON FOOT 

It was the same in Bible times. The Sacred Story shows us what was happening among 
the nations^ that we might the more clearly see who rules the worlds arid overrules the 
destinies of men and peoples. Outside the Bible^ but still under the same Divine Rule^ 
other great movements were at this time on foot. We may note that in the West^ Rome 
was extending its frontiers. Under the same God march the movements of to-day . 

dare: before they spring forth I tell you of 
them. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song^ and his 
praise from the end of the earthy ye that go 
down to the sea^ and all that is therein^ the 
isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the 
wilderness and the dties thereof lift up their 
voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: 
let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them 
shout from the top of the mountains. Let 
them give glory unto the Lord, and declare 
his praise in the islands. The Lord shall go 
forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war : he shall cry, yea, 
roar^ he shall prevail against his enemies, ; 


I have long time holden my peace; I have 
been still, and refrained myself: now will I 
cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy 
and devour at once. I will make waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their 
herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, 
and I will dry up the pools. And I will bring 
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known : 
I will make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. These things will 
I do imto them, and not forsake them. They 
shall be tirrned back, they shall be greatly 
ashamed, that trust in graven images, that 
say to the molten images, Ye are our gods. 
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The Israel of History 

Hear, ye deaf^ and look, ye bHnd, that ye 
may see. Who is blind, but my servant? or 
deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is 
blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the 
Lord's servant? Seeing many things, but 
thou observest not; opening the ears, but he 
heareth not. The Lord is well pleased for his 
righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, 
and make it honourable. But this is a people 
robbed and spoiled; they are all of them 
snared in holes, and they are hid in prison 


houses; they are for a prey, and none de- 
livereth; for a spoil, and none saith. Restore. 

Who among you will give ear to this ? who 
will hearken and hear for the time to come? 
Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to 
the robbers? did not the Lord, he against 
whom we have sinned? for they would not 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient 
unto his law. Therefore he hath poured upon 
him the fury of his anger, and the strength 
of battle: and it hath set him on fire round 
about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, 
yet he laid it not to heart. 


NEWS FOR TO-DAY 


Isaiah 43, i — 48, 22 


The point of the following chapters is that God is at work in the world:, but His people 
have not the eyes to see it. A common fault. They have not a big enough conception of 
God to cover all that He is doing outside the circle of their interest. It never occurs to 
them that God might be using Cyrus^ a foreigner:^ a man who does not belong to their 
faithyto do His work. Some of them even protest against it. The trouble is that they do 
not look upon God as the livings loving Lord of Life and Maker of History y hut think of 
Him as the Babylonians think of their idols; as a national object of veneration:, ini'- 
pressive^ but loveless and lifeless. 


BUT now thus saith the Lord that created 
thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine. When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee; when thou 
waiest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 
Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou 
hast been honourable, and I have loved thee : 
therefore will I give men for thee, and people 
for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee: 
I will bring thy seed from the east, and 
gather thee from the west; I will say to the 
north. Give up; and to the south, Keep not 
back: bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth; even 
every one that is called by my name; for I 
have created him for my glory, I have formed 
him; yea, I have made him. 

Bring forth the blind people that have 
eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let all the 
nations be gathered together, and let the 
people be assembled: who among them can 


declare this, and shew us former things? 
let them bring forth their witnesses, that 
they may be justified; or let them hear, and 
say. It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord, and my servant whom I have 
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, 
and understand that I am he; before me 
there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after me. I, even I, am the Lord; and 
beside me there is no saviour, I have de- 
clared, and have saved, and I have shewed, 
when there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
that I am God. Yea, before the day was I 
am he; and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand: I will work, and who shall 
let it? 

The Creator God 

Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have 
sent to Babylon, and have brought down all 
their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry 
is in the ships, I am the Lord, your Holy 
One, the creator of Israel, your King. Thus 
saith the Lord, which maketh a way in the 
sea, and a path in the mighty waters; which 


bringeth forth the chariot and horse^ the 
army and the power; they shall lie down 
together^ they shall not rise: they are ex- 
tinct, they are quenched as tow. Remember 
ye not the former things, neither consider 
the things of old. Behold, I will do a new 
thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not 
know it? I will even make a way in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The 
beast of the field shall honour me, the 
dragons and the owls: because I give waters 
in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen. This 
people have I formed for myself; they shall 
shew forth my praise. 

His Immeasurable Love 

But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; 
but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 
Thou hast not brought me the small cattle 
of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou 
honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not 
caused thee to serve with an offering, nor 
wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought 
me no sweet cane with money, neither hast 
thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: 
but thou hast made me to serve with thy 
sins, thou hast wearied me with thine ini- 
quities. 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins. Put me in remem- 
brance: let us plead together: declare thou, 
that thou mayest be justified. Thy first 
father hath sinned, and thy teachers have 
transgressed against me. Therefore I have 
profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and 
have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to 
reproaches. 

Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and 
Israel, whom I have chosen: thus saith the 
Lord that made thee, and formed thee from 
the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, 
O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, 
whom I have chosen. For I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon^thy 
seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring, 
and they shall spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the water courses. One shall 
say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall 
call himself by the name of Jacob; and an- 
other shall subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by the riame of 
Israel. 
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Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, 
and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am 
the first, and I am the last; and beside me 
there is no God, And who, as I, shall call, 
and shall declare it, and set it in order for 
me, since I appointed the ancient people? 
and the things that are coming, and shall 
come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye 
not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee 
from that time, and have declared it? ye 
are even my witnesses. Is there a God be- 
side me? yea, there is no God; I know not 
any. 

They that make a graven image are aU of 
them vanity; and their delectable things 
shall not profit; and they are their own wit- 
nesses; they see not, nor know; that they 
may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, 
or molten a graven image that is profitable 
for nothing? Behold, all his fellows shall 
be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of 
men: let them all be gathered together, let 
them stand up ; yet they shall fear, and they 
shall be ashamed together. 

The smith with the tongs both worketh in 
the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, 
and worketh it with the strength of his ^s : 
yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: 
he drinketh no water, and is faint. The 
carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh 
it out with a line; he iitteth it with planes, 
and he marketh it out with the compass, and 
maketh it after the figure of a rnan, according 
to the beauty of a man ; that it may remain 
in the house. He heweth him down cedars, 
and taketh the cypress and the oak, which 
he strengtheneth for himself among the trees 
of the forest; he planteth an ash, and the 
rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a 
man to burn: for he will take thereof, and 
warm himself j yea, he kindleth it, and baketh 
bread; yea, he maketh a god, and wprship- 
peth it; he maketh it a graven image, and 
faileth down thereto. He bumeth part there- 
of in the fire; with part thereof he eateth 
flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied ; yea, 
he warmeth himself, and saith. Aha, am 
warm, I have seen the fire: and the residue 
thereof he maketh a god, even his graven 
image: he faileth down unto it, and wor- 
shippelh it, and prayeth unto it, and saiA, 
Deliver me; for thou art my god. ^ 

They have not known nor understood: 
for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot 
see; and their hearts, that they cannot 
understand. And none considereth in his 
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heart, neither is there knowledge nor under- 
standing to say, I have burned part of it in 
the hre; yea, also I have baked bread upon 
the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and 
eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof 
an abomination ? shall I fall down to the stock 
of a tree? He feedeth on ashes: a deceived 
heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 
deliver his soul, nor say. Is there not a lie 
in my right hand ? 

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; 
for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; 
thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not 
be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as 
a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a 
cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have 
redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of 
the earth: break forth into singing, ye moun- 
tains, O forest, and every tree therein: for 
the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
himself in Israel. 

God'^s Choice of Cyrus 

Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb, I am 
the Lord that maketh all things ; that stretch- 
eth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth 
abroad the earth by myself; that frustrated! 
the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners 
mad; that turneth wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish; that con- 
firmeth the word of his servant, and per- 
formed! the counsel of his messengers; that 
saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; 
and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, 
and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: 
that saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry 
up thy rivers : that saith of Cyrus, He is my 
shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure : 


of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and 
Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by 
thy name: I have surnamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me. I am the Lord, 
and there is none else, there is no God beside 
me: I girded thee, though thou hast not 
known me: that they may know from the 
rising of the sim, and from the west, that 
there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and 
there is none else. I form the light, and 
create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and 
let the skies pour down righteousness: let 
the earth open, and let them bring forth 
salvation, and let righteousness spring up 
together; I the Lord have created it. 

Protesters Rebuked 

Woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the 
potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to 
him that fashioneth it. What makest thou? 
or thy work. He hath no hands? Woe unto 
him fbat saith unto his father. What beget- 
test thou? or to the woman. What hast thou 
brought forth? 

Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of 
Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to 
come concerning my sons, and . concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me. I 
have made the earth, and created man upon 
it : I, even my hands, have stretched out the 
heavens, and all their host have I com- 
manded. I have raised him up in righteous- 
ness, and I wiU direct aU his ways : he shall 
build my city, and he shall let go my cap- 
tives, not for price nor reward, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Thus saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, 
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A Just God and a Saviour 

For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens j God himself that formed the earth 
and made it^ he hath established it, he created 
it not in vain^ he formed it to be inhabited: 
I am the Lord^ and there is none else. I 
have not spoken in secret^ in a dark place of 
the earth: I said not imto the seed of Jacob, 
Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak 
righteousness, I declare things that are right. 

Assemble yourselves and come; draw near 
together, ye that are escaped of the nations: 
they have no knowledge that set up the wood 
of thdt graven image, and pray unto a god 
that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them 
near; yea, let them take counsel together: 
who hath declared this from ancient time? 
who hath told it from that time? have not I 
the Lord? and there is no God else beside 
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none 
beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else. I have sworn by myself, 
the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return. That 
unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear. Surely, shall one say, in the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength: 
even to him shall men come; and all that 
are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 
In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory. 

Helpless Idols 

BeF boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their 
idols were upon the beasts, and upon the 
cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; 
they are a burden to the weary beast. They 
stoop, they bow down together; they could 
not deliver the burden, but themselves are 
gone into captivity. 

Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and 
all the remnant of the house of Israel, which 
are borne by me from the belly, which are 
carried from the womb : and even to your old 
age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you : I have made, and I will bear; even 
I will carry, and will deliver you. To whom 
will ye liken me, and make me equal, and 
compare me, that we may be like? They 
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lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver 
in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he 
maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they 
worship. They bear him upon the shoulder, 
they carry him, and set him in his place, and 
he standeth; from his place shall he not 
remove : yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can 
he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble. 

Remember this, and shew yourselves men : 
bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. 
Remember the former things of old: for I 
am God, and there is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done, saying. My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure; calling a ravenous bird from the 
east, the man that executeth my counsel 
from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I 
will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, 
I will also do it. 

Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that 
are far from righteousness: I bring near my 
righteousness; it shall not be far off, and 
my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place 
salvation in Zion for Israel my glory. 

The Proud Lady of Babylon 

Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin 
daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: 
there is no throne, O daughter of the Chal- 
deans: for thou shalt no more be called 
tender and delicate. Take the millstones, 
and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make 
bare the leg, xmcover the thigh, pass over the 
rivers. Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, 
yea, thy shame shall be seen; I will take 
vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man. 
As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is his 
name, the Holy One of Israel. Sit thou silent, 
and get thee into darkness, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be 
called, The lady of kingdoms. I was wroth 
with my people, I have polluted mine in- 
heritance, and given them into thine hand; 
thou didst shew tliem no mercy; upon the 
ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke. 
And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so 
that thou didst not lay these things to thy 
heart, neither didst remember the latter end 
of it. 


^ Bel and Nebo are mentioned as the gods of two of the principal cities; Bel was *God of the Air*, and Nebo 
the Babylonian counterpart of Mercury, The prophet* s picture is very striking. These gods are carried on the 
backs of cattle, a burden to the weary beast, but Jehovah has carried Israel from birth, and will continue to 
do so. 




servant Jacob. And they thirsted not when 
he led them through the deserts: he caused 
the waters to flow out of the rock for them: 


ISAIAH 49, 13 

he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed 
out. There is no peace, saith the Lord, imto 
the wicked. 


AHEAD Isaiah 4% I— 55, 13 

It is not possible to approach this section with quite the same freedom as the last. The 
very sublimity of the passages would hardly permit it. Then^ in the course of Christian 
history^ the words^ apart from their context^ have gathered meanings and associations^ 
dear to believers that cannot^ and perhaps ought no^ to be left out of any consideration of 
this prophecy. Besides^ Biblical scholarships which has been drawn to give special study 
to the subject^ bids us remember how profound and unfathomable is the mystery of this 


revelation. But if. a 
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The Sacred Bond 

But Zion said. The Lord hath forsaken 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can 
a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 
not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me. Thy children shall 
make haste; thy destroyers and they that 
made thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift 
up thine eyes round about, and behold: 
all these gather themselves together, and 
come to thee. As I live, saith tlie Lord, thou 
shall surely clothe thee with them all, as 
with an ornament, and bind them on thee, 
as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy 
desolate places, and the land of thy destruc- 
tion, shall even now be too narrow by reason 
of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed 
thee up shall be far away. The children 
which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost 
the other, shall say again in thine ears, The 
place is too strait for me: give place to me 
that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in 
thine heart. Who hath begotten me these, 
seeing I have lost my children, and am deso- 
late, a captive, and removing to and fro ? and 
who hath brought up these? Behold, I was 
left alone; these, where had they been? 

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will 
lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up 
my standard to the people: and they shall 
bring thy sons in their arms , and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders. And 
kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow 
down to thee with their face toward the 
earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for 
they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, 
or the lawful captive delivered? But thus 
saith the Lord, Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of 
the terrible shall be delivered: for I will con- 
tend with him that contendeth with thee, 
and I will save thy children. And I will feed 
them that oppress thee with their own flesh; 
and they shall be drunken with their own 
blood, as with sweet wine: and ail flesh shall 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and 
thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

Thus saith the Lord, Where is the bill of 
* See also pp. 744, 751, and 754. 


your mother’s divorcement, whom I have 
put away? or which of my creditors is it to 
whom I have sold you? Behold, for your 
iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for 
your transgressions is your mother put away. 
Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? 
when I called, was there none to answer? 
Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot 
redeem? or have I no power to deliver? 
behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make 
the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, 
because there is no water, and dieth for thirst. 
I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I 
make sackcloth their covering. 


THE LORD’S SERVANT 


Isas 50 , 4-9 


The point to he noted here is the suffering of the 
servant^ nobly and bravely borne. He describes 
his experiences as a servant of God; first in his 
daily communion with his Lord^^ and then in his 
conflict with the world in the pursuit of his 
task. This has been severe^ but he has not 
shrunk from it^ and God has upheld him. 
Whether the speaker is a person^ the Remnant^ 
or Israel as a whole is an open question. 

The Lord God hath given me^ the tongue 
of the learned, that I should know how to 
speak a word in season to him that is 
weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 
The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I 
was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 
I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not 
my face from shame and spitting. For the 
Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not 
be confoimded: therefore have I set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. He is near that justifieth me ; who 
will contend with me? let us stand together: 
who is mine adversary? let him come near to 
me. Behold, the Lord God will help me; 
who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all 
shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall 
eat them up. 


Words of Encouragement 

Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a 
Most authorities date the Servant Songs after the Exile. 
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firCa that compass yotirselves about with 
sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall 
ye have of mine handj ye shall lie down in 
sorrow. 

Hearken to me^ ye that follow after 
righteousness^ ye that seek the Lord: look 
unto the rock whence ye are hewn^ and to 
the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 
Look unto Abraham your father, and unto 
Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, 
and blessed him, and increased him. For 
the Lord shall comfort Zion : he will comfort 
all her waste places^ and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the 
garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein, thaidtsgiving, and the voice 
of melody. 

Hearken unto me, my people; and give 
ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall 
proceed from me, and I will make my judg- 
ment to rest for a light of the people. My 
righteousness is near; my salvation is gone 
forth, and mine arms shah judge the people; 
the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine 
arm shall they trust. Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: 
for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, 
and the earth shall wax old like a garment, 
and they that dwell therein shall die in like 
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, 
and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteous- 
ness, the people in whose heart is my law; 
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth 
shall eat them up like a garment, and the 
worm shall eat them like wool: but my 
righteousness shall be for ever, and my 
salvation from generation to generation. 

The Servanfs Appeal 

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of 
the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in 
the generations of old. Art thou not it that 
hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? 
Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the 
waters of the great deep; that hath made 
the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed 
to pass over ? Therefore the redeemed of the 
Lord shall return, and come with singing 
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away. 
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I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who 
art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a 
man that shall die, and of the son of man 
which shall be made as grass; and forgettest 
the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth 
the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and hast feared continually every day 
because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he 
were ready to destroy? and where is the fury 
of the oppressor ? The captive exUe hasteneth 
that he may be loosed, and that he should not 
die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail. 
But I am the Lord thy God, that divided tlie 
sea, whose waves roared: The Lord of hosts 
is Ms name. And I have put my words in 
thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the 
shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the 
heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, 
and say unto Zion, Thou art my people. 

Changes are Near 

Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, 
which hast drunk at the hand of the Lord 
the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the 
dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung 
them out. There is none to guide her among 
all the sons whom she hath brought forth; 
neither is there any that taketh her by the 
hand of all the sons that she hath brought up. 
These two things are come unto thee; who 
shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and de- 
struction, and the famine, and the sword: 
by whom shall I comfort thee? Thy sons 
have fainted, they He at the head of all the 
streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full 
of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of thy 
God. 

Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, 
and drunken, but not with wine: thus saith 
thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that plead- 
eth the cause of his people. Behold, I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 
even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou 
shalt no more drink it again: but I will put 
it into the hand of them that afflict thee; 
which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that 
we may go over : and thou hast laid thy body 
as the ground, and as the street, to them that 
went over. 

The Herald of Salvation 

Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O 
Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there 



ISAIAH 52, I 

shall no more come into thee the nncircuni- 
cised and the imclean. Shake thyself from 
the dnstj arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: 
loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Zion. 

For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold 
yourselves for nought; and ye shall be re- 
deemed without money. For thus saith the 
Lord God, My people went down aforetime 
into Egypt to sojourn there ; and the Assyrian 
oppressed them without cause. Now there- 
fore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that 
my people is taken away for nought? they 
that rule over them make them to howl, saith 
the Lord; and my name continually every 
day is blasphemed. Therefore my people 
shall know my name: therefore they shall 
know in that day that I am he that doth 
speak: behold, it is L 

How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth I Thy 
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the 
voice together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring 
againZion. Breakforthintojoy, sing together, 
ye waste places of Jerusalem : for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed 
Jerusalem, The Lord hath made bare his 
holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salva- 
tion of our God. 

Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of 
the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the 
vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out 
with haste, nor go by flight : for the Lord will 
go before you; and the God of Israel will 
be your rereward, 

THE LORD’S SERVANT Isa, 52, 13—53, 12 


in a person. Whether it appeared so to the 
contemporaries of the prophet we cannot say. 
Perhaps it would he better to concentrate on the 
main content of the revelation^ which is not the 
identity of the servant hut the character and 
result of his service. Of that there is no better 
illustration and interpretation than the life and 
work of Christ. 

Behold, my servant^ shall deal prudently, 
he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very 
high. As many were astonied at thee; his 
visage was so marred more than any man, 
and his form more than the sons of men: so 
shall he sprinkle many nations; the lungs 
shall shut their mouths at him: for that 
which had not been told them shall they see; 
and that which they had not heard shall they 
consider. 

Who hath believed our report? and to 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For 
he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath 
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire him. He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
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and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways liigher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater: so shall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 


not return unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall 
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace : 
the mountains and the hills shall break forth 
before you into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead 
of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off. 


TOWARDS THE GOAL 
HOW OFTEN MAN IMPEDES THE HEAVENLY PLAN 
ISAIAH CHAPTERS 56, J-66, 24 


Whatever he the explanation of the sudden change in thought and style at this point of 
the book^ it very effectively draws our attention to the fact that human life:, even that of 
religious people^ is a long way from what God meant it to he. In the picture before us^ 
and it is not out of date:, there is hardly an indication that men have had a divine revela-- 
tion. They do not seem to be aware of the real scale and opportunity of their existence; 
muchless do they enter into the purpose and service of God for bringing all mankind into 
the path of their true destiny. 


T hus saith the Lord, Keep ye 
judgment, and do justice: for my 
salvation is near to come, and 
my righteousness to be revealed. 
Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the 
son of man that layeth hold on it 3 that keepeth 
the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth 
his hand from doing any evil. Neither let 
the son of the stranger, that hath joined him- 
self to the Lord, speak, saying. The Lord 
hath utterly separated me from his people: 
neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a 
dry tree. For thus saith Ae Lord unto the 
eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose 
the things that please me, and take hold of 
my covenant; even imto them will I give 
in mine house and withki my walls a place 
and a name better than of sons and of 
daughters: I will give them an everlasting 
name, that shall not be cut off. 

Also the sons of the stranger, that join 
themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to 
love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, 
every one that keepeth the sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; 


even them will I bring to my holy moimtain, 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer : 
their burnt offerings and tlieir sacrifices 
shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine 
house shall be called an house of prayer for 
all people. The Lord God which gathereth 
the outcasts of Israel saith. Yet will I gather 
others to him, beside those that are gathered 
imtohim. 

Every One for His Gain 

AH ye beasts of the field, come to devour, 
yea, all ye beasts in the forest. His watch- 
men are blind: they are all ignorant, they are 
all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, 
lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are 
greedy dogs which can never have enough, 
and they are shepherds diat cannot imder- 
stand: they all look to their own way, every 
one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, 
say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow 
shall be as this day, and much more abun- 
dant. 




The righteous perisheth^ and no man 
layeth it to heart: and merciful men are 
taken away^ none considering that the right" 
eous is taken away from the evil to come. 
He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in 
their beds^ each one walking in his upright- 
ness. 

But draw near hitherj ye sons of the sor- 
ceressa the seed of the adulterer and the 
whore. Against whom do ye sport your- 
selves ? against whom make ye a wide mouthy 
and draw out the tongue ? are ye not children 
of transgressions a seed of falsehood, enfiam- 
ing yourselves with idols under every green 
tree, slaying the children in the valleys xmder 
the Clifts of the rocks? Among the smooth 
stones of the stream is thy portion; they, 
they are thy lot: even to them hast thou 
poured a drink offeringa thou hast offered a 
meat offering. Should I receive comfort in 
these ? Upon a lofty and high mountain hast 
thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou 
up to offer sacrifice. Behind the doors also 
and the posts hast thou set up thy remem- 
brance: for thou hast discovered thyself to 
another than me, and art gone up; thou hast 
enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant 
with them; thou lovedst their bed where thou 
sawest it. And thou wentest to the king with 
ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, 
and didst send thy messengers far off, and 
didst debase thyself even unto hell. Thou 
art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet 
saidst thou not, There is no hope; thou hast 
found the life of thine hand; therefore thou 
wast not grieved. 

And of whom hast thou been afraid or 
feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not 
remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? 
have not I held my peace even of old, and 
thou fearest me not? I will declare thy 
righteousness and thy works; for they shall 
not profit thee. When thou crlest, let thy 
companies deliver thee; but the wind shall 
carry them all away; vanity shall take them: 
but he that putteth his trust in me shall 
possess the land, and shall inherit my holy 
mountain; and shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye 
prepare the way, take up the stumbling- 
block out of the way of my people. 

The Longsujfering God 

For thus saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him 


ISAIAH 58, 9 

also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. For I 
will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wroth: for the spirit should fail before 
me, and the souls which I have made. For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, 
and smote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and 
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. 
I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I 
will lead him also, and restore comforts unto 
him and to his mourners. I create the fruit 
of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, 
and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and 
I will heal him. But the wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 


Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and shew my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 
Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know 
my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, 
and forsook not the ordinance of their God : 
they ask of me the ordinances of justice; 
they take delight in approaching to God. 
Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and 
thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted 
our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? 
Behold, in the day of your fast ye find plea- 
sure, and exact all your labours. Behold, ye 
fast for strife and debate, and to smite with 
the fist of wickedness : ye shall not fast as ye 
do this day, to make your voice to be heard 
on high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? 
a day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it to bow 
down his head as a bulrush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou 
call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the 
Lord ? Is not this the fast that I have chosen? 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed 
go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it 
not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy 
house? when thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him; and that thou hide not thyself 
from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thine health 
shall spring forth speedily : and thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee; the glory of the 
Lord shall be thy rereward. 

Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall 


True and False Religion 
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answer i thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here 
I am. If thou take away from the midst ot 
thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, 
and speaking vanityj and if thou draw out 
thy soul to tlie hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted souij then shall thy light rise m 
obscurity, and tliy darkness be as the noon 
day: and the Lord shall guide thee con- 
tinually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and 
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not. And they that shall be 
of thee sball build the old waste places : thou 
shalt raise up the foundations of many genera- 
tions j and thou shalt be called. The repairer 
of the breach. The restorer of paths to 

dwell in. , 1 . 

If thou turn away thy foot from the sab- 
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt 
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speal^g 
thine own words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the earth;> and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 

None CaUeth for Justice 

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear. For your hands are defiled with 
blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath mut- 
tered perverseness. None calleth for justice, 
nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in 
vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mis- 
cliief, and bring forth iniquity. They hatch 
cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider s 
web : he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and 
that which is crushed breaketh out into a 
viper. Their webs shall not become gar- 
ments, neither shall they cover themselves 
witli their works: their works are works of 
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their 
hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make 
haste to shed innocent blood: their tlioughts 
are thoughts of iniquity ; wasting and destruc- 
tion are in their paths. The way of peace 
they know not; and there is no judgment in 


their goings: they have made them crooked 
paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not 

know peace. . 

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither 
doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, 
but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we 
walk in darkness. We grope for the wall Hke 
the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes : 
we stumble at noon day as in the night; we 
are in desolate places as dead men. We roar 
all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we 
look for judgment, but there is none; for 
salvation, but it is far off from us. For our 
transgressions are multiplied before thee, 
and our sins testify against us : for om trans- 
gressions are with us ; and as for our iniquities, 
we know them; in transgressing and lying 
against the Lord, and departing away from 
our God, speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words 
of falsehood. And judgment is turned away 
backward, and justice standeth afar off: for 
truth is fallen in the street, and equity can- 
not enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that 
departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: 
and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no judgment. 

His Am Brought Salvation 

And he saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor; 
therefore his arm brought salvation imto 
him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 
For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, 
and an helmet of salvation upon his head; 
and he put on the garments of vengeance for 
clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 
According to their deeds, accordingly he will 
repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to 
his enemies; to the islands he will repay 
recompence. So shall they fear the name of 
the Lord from the west, and his glory from 
the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him. And the 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from transgression in Jacob, 
saith the Lord. As for me, this is my coye- 
* nant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit 
that is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, 

. nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for 








A NEW ORDER OF CIVILIZATION IS WAITING TO BE BUILT 

But and by whom^ will it be brought into being? If we are not blind to the revelO’- 
tion of this hook:, Ihe only order of civilization that can last and he a blessing to all nations 
is that which God has planned:, and which He has called His true and loyal servants 
at all cost of personal sacrifice to build. 


in thine appareh and thy garments like him 
that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden 
the winepress alone; and of the people there 
was none with me: for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in my fury; 
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my 
garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 
For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the year of my redeemed is come. And 
I looked, and there was none to help; and 
I wondered that there was none to uphold: 
therefore mine own arm brought salvation 
unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And 
I will tread down the people in mine anger, 
and make them drunk in my fury, and I will 
bring down their strength to the earth. 


The Saviour 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the 
Lord, and the praises of the Lord, accord- 
ing to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, 
and the great goodness toward the house of 
Israel, which he hath bestowed on them 
accor^ng to his mercies, and according to 
the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. For 
he said, Surely they are my people, children 
that will not lie : so he was their Saviour. In 
all their afiiiction he was afflicted, and the 
angel of his presence saved them: in his love 
andinhis pity he redeemed them; andhebare 
them, and carried them all the days of old. 

But they rebelled, and vexed his holy 


761 



ISAIAH 63, 10 

Spirit; therefore he was turned to be their 
enemy, and he fought against them. Then 
he remembered the days of old, Moses, and 
his people, saying. Where is he that brought 
them up out of the sea with the shepherd of 
his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit 
witliin him ? That led them by the right hand 
of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himself an ever- 
lasting name? That led them through the 
deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they 
should not stumble? As a beast goeth down 
into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord caused 
him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make thyself a glorious name. 

Look down from heaven, and behold from 
the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory : 
where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sound- 
ing of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward 
me? are they restrained? Doubtless thou 
art our father, though Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, 
O Lord, art our father, our redeemer; thy 
name is from everlasting. O Lord, why hast 
thou made us to err from thy ways, and 
hardened our heart from thy feat? Return 
for thy servants’ sake, the tribes of thine in- 
heritance. The people of thy holiness have 
possessed it but a little while : our adversaries 
have trodden down thy sanctuary. We are 
thine ; thou never barest rule over them ; they 
were not called by thy name. 

Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, 
that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, 
as when the melting fire burneth, the fire 
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name 
known to thine adversaries, that the nations 
may tremble at thy presence I When thou 
didst terrible things which we looked not for, 
thou earnest down, the mountains flowed 
down at thy presence. For since the begin- 
ning of the world men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye 
seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath pre- 
pared for liim that waiteth for him. Thou 
meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh 
righteousness, those that remember thee in 
thy ways; behold, thou art wroth; for we 
have sinned: in those is continuance, and we 
shall be saved. But we are all as an imclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and 
our iixiquities, like the wind, have taken us 
away. And there is none that calleth upon 
thy name, that stirreth up himself to take 


hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from 
us, and hast consumed us, because of our 
iniquities. 

But now, O Lord, thou art our father ; we 
are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all 
are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for 
ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all 
thy people. Thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. 
Our holy and our beautiful house^ where our 
fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: 
and all our pleasant things are laid waste. 
Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O 
Lord? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict 
us very sore ? 

The God of Truth 

I am sought of them that asked not for me ; 
I am found of them that sought me not: 
I said. Behold me, behold me, unto a nation 
that was not called by my name. I have 
spread out my hands aU the day unto a 
rebellious people, which walketh in a way 
that was not good, after their own thoughts; 
a people that provoketh me to anger con- 
tinually to my face; that sacrificeth in gar- 
dens, and burneth incense upon altars of 
brick; which remain among the graves, and 
lodge in the monuments, which eat swine’s 
flesh, and broth of abominable things is in 
their vessels; which say, Stand by thyself, 
come not near to me; for I am holier than 
thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire 
that burneth aU the day. Behold, it is written 
before me: I will not keep silence, but will 
recompense, even recompense into their 
bosom, your iniquities, and the iniquities of 
your fathers together, saith the Lord, which 
have burned incense upon the moxmtains, 
and blasphemed me upon the hills: there- 
fore will I measure their former work into 
their bosom. 

Thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is 
found in the cluster, and one saith. Destroy 
it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for 
my servants’ sakes, that I may not destroy 
them all. And I will bring forth a seed out 
of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my 
mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, 
and my servants shall dwell there. And 
Snaron shall be a fold of flocks, and the 
valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie 
down in, for my people that have sought me. 
But ye are they that forsake the Lord, that 
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forget my holy mountains that prepare a 
table for that troop, and that furnish the 
drink offering unto that number. Therefore 
will I number you to the sword, and ye shall 
all bow down to the slaughter: because when 
I called, ye did not answer 5 when I spake, ye 
did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, 
and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but 
ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall 
rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: behold, my 
servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye 
shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl 
for vexation of spirit. And ye shall leave your 
name for a curse unto my chosen: for the 
Lord God shall slay thee, and call his serv- 
ants by another name: that he who blesseth 
himself in the earth shall bless himself in the 
God of truth; and he that sweareth in the 
earth shall swear by the God of truth ; because 
the former troubles are forgotten, and be- 
cause they are hid from mine eyes. 

Be ye Glad and Rejoice 

For, behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind. But be 
ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which 
I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There 
shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days : for 
the child shall die an hundred years old; but 
the sinner being an hundred years old shall 
be accursed. And they shall build houses, 
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall 
not bxiild, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a 
tree are the days of my people, and mine 
elect shall longenjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth 
for trouble; for they are the seed of the 
blessed of the Loim, and their offspring with 
them. And it shall come to pass, that before 
they call, I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be 
the serpent*s meat. They shall not hurt nor 
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destroy in all my holy moTxntain, saith the 
Lord. 

Let the Lord be Glorified 

Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool: where 
is the house that ye build unto me? and 
where is the place of my rest? For all those 
things hath mine hand made, and all those 
things have been, saith the Lord : but to this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
word. He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a 
man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut 
of £ a dog’s neck; he that offereth an oblation, 
as if he offered swine’s blood; he that burn- 
eth incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yea, 
they have chosen their own ways, and their 
soul delighteth in their abominations. I also 
will choose their delusions, and will bring 
their fears upon them ; because when I called, 
none did answer; when I spake, they did 
not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, 
and chose that in which I delighted not. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble 
at his word; Your brethren that hated you, 
that cast you out for my name’s sake, said. 
Let the Lord be glorified : but he shall appear 
to your joy, and they shall be ashamed, A 
voice of noise from the city, a voice from the 
temple, a voice of the Lord that rendereth 
recompence to his enemies. 

Before she travailed, she brought forth; 
before her pain came, she was delivered of a 
man child. Who hath heard such a thing? 
who hath seen such things? Shall the earth 
be made to bring forth in one day? or shall 
a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion 
travailed, she brought forth her children. 
Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to 
bring forth? saith the Lord : shall I cause to 
bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy 
God. 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad 
with her, ail ye that love her: rejoice for joy 
with her, all ye that mourn for her: that ye 
may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts 
of her consolations; that ye may milk out, 
and be delighted with the abundance of her 
glory. For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a fiowing stream: 
then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon 
her sides, and be dandled upon her knees. 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
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I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in 

Jerusalem. And when ye see this, your he^ 

chan rejoice, and your bones shall flourish 
like an herb : and the hand of the Loro shall 
be known toward his servants, and his indig- 
nation toward his enemies. 

For, behold, the Loro will come with 
fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, 
to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke 
with flames of fire. For by fire and by his 
sword will the Loro plead with all flesh: and 
the glain of the Loro shall be many. They 
that sanctify themselves, and purify Aem- 
selves in the gardens behind one tree in tlie 
midst, eating swine’s flesh, and the abomina- 
tion, and the mouse, shall be consumed 
together, saith the Loro. 

For I know their works and their thoughts : 
it gtiall come, that I will gather all nations 
and tongues; and they shall come, and see 
my glory. And I will set a sign among them, 
and I will send those that escape of them 
imto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, 
that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to 


the isles afar off, that have not heard my 
fame, neither have seen my glory; and they 
chall declare my glory among the Gentiles. 
And they shaU bring all your brethren for an 
offering unto the Loro out of all nations upon 
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and 
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my 
holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Loro, as 
the children of Israel bring an offering in a 
clean vessel into the house of the Loro. And 
I will also take of them for priests and for 
Levites, saith the Loro. 

For as the new heavens and the new earth, 
which I will make, shall remain before me, 
saith the Loro, so shall yom seed and your 
name remain. And it shall come to pass, 
that from one new moon to another, and 
from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 
come to worship before me, saith the Loro. 
And they shall go forth, and look upon the 
carcases of the men that have transgressed 
against me: for their worm shall not die, 
neither sViall their fire be quenched ; and they 
shal l be an abhorring unto all flesh. 



JEREMIAH 

A MAN OF GOD AT A TIME OF COLLAPSE 

Isaiah had to face a national crisis, JeremiaKs task was even more stupendous. He had 
to face the complete collapse and dissolution of the kingdom. He had to announce its end^^ 
see it accmnplished^ and himself suffer in the disaster. The situation called for something 
more than a right outlook on life. Besides^ Isaiah had already shown what that outlook 
should be. He had told his fellow countrymen that patriotism was not enough. They 
were first and foremost children of God^ and their relation to God was more important 
than their relation to the other nations of the world. For God was not a national God, 
He was the God of the universe^ and they must widen their outlook to a world-view^ and 
to a world-view on the lines of God\splan. Having:^ therefore^ heard from Isaiah the 
right outlook;, they are now taught^ in the unfolding of the inner experience of Jeremiah^ 
the right spirit in which to meet the situations that arise in the world;, even when they are 
catastrophic and overwhelming. So;, in this study;, we shall read the hook of Jeremiah for 
the self-revelation of the man. In this particular case;, it seems to us;, the message of the 
book is to be found more in the person of the prophet than in his prophecies. 



THE PROPHET’S CALL 

|HE words of Jeremiah the son of 
Hilkiahj of the priests that were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 
to whom tlie word of the Lord came 
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of 
Judah> in the thirteenth year of his reign. It 
came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Jndah, unto the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah^ unto the carrying away of 
Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. 

Child of God 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee; and before thou earnest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet xmto the nations. Then said 
I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: 
for I am a child. But the Lord said imto me. 
Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all 
that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I com- 
mand thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of 
their faces : for I am with thee to deliver thee, 
saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his 
hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord 
said unto me. Behold, I have put my words 
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in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee 
over the nations and over the j^gdoms, 
to root out, and to pull down, and to de- 
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and to 
plant. 

What Seest Thou? 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And 
I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then 
said the Lord unto me. Thou hast well seen : 
for I will hasten my word to perform it. 

And the word of the Lord came tmto me 
the second time, saying. What seest thou? 
And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face 
thereof is toward the north. Then the Lord 
said unto me. Out of the north an evil shall 
break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land. For, lo, I will call all the families of the 
kingdoms of the north, saith the Lord; and 
they shall come, and they shall set every one 
his throne at the entering of the gates of 
Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof 
round about, and against all the cities of 
Judah. And I will utter my judgments 
against them touching all their wickedness, 
who have forsaken me, and have burned 
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incense unto other gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands. Thou therefore 
gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak tuito 
t b^TTi all that I command thee: be not dis- 
mayed at their faces, lest I confound thee 
before them. For, behold, I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar. 


and brasen walls against the whole land, 
against the kings of Judah, against the princes 
thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. And they shall 
fight against thee; but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to deliver thee. 


THE PERPLEXED SERVANT OF GOD 

THE INNER CONFLICT BETWEEN DESIRE AND DUTY 

JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 2, .-20, rS 

When a man looks on life in the light of the divine revelation he te no doiM cAmths 
ownplace in the scheme of things. He is the servant ofGod> and tMt relationship satis- 
fies kirn. It explains his existence, and orders his steps aright. Wiwt this service may 
^mean we shall learn from the Unknown Prophet of Isaiah II. Perhaps his picture mes 
something to the life-story given here. For it is in Jeremiah that we see this conception 
first taking shape in human form. He was, we are told, a m^e lad whm life for hvm 
assumed the character of service for God. Then, and often later, he shrank from Ihe 
great work he was called to perform. He loved his people, his country, his aty How 
could he prophesy doom to them? In his dilemma he drew near and nearer still to God, 
daring to make known to Him Ms problem, and to speak with Him, as a trusted sewant 
might converse with a beloved master. And his Lord was gracious, enlightening his eyes 
and fortifying his spirit with the knowledge that would solve this perplexity. Look, says 
God, at the character of the people, your people and My people, at their temper and 
that will help you to understand the position. The first esserttials of the servant of 
are a keen moral sense and the spiritual insight that clarifies judgement. 


m 


MOREOVER the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying. Go and cry 
in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, 
^ kThus saith the Lord; I re- 

member thee, the kindness of thy youth, the 
love of thine espousals, when thou wentest 
after me in the wilderness, in a land that was 
sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord, 
and the firstfruits of his increase : all that de- 
vour him shall offend; evil shall come upon 
them, saith the Lord. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of 

Thus saith the Lord, What iniquity 


shadow of death, through a land that no man 
passed through, and where no man dwelt? 
And I brought you into a plentiful country, 
to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness 
thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my 
land, and made mine heritage an abomina- 
tion. The priests said not. Where is the 
Lord? and they that handle the law knew 
me not: the pastors also transgressed against 
me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit. 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith 
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upon every high mountain and under every 
green tree^ and there hath played the harlot. 
And I said after she had done all these things^ 
Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. 
And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 
And I saw, when for all the causes whereby 
backsliding Israel committed adultery I had 
put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, 
but went and played the harlot also. And it 
came to pass through the lightness of her 
whoredom, that she defiled the land, and 
committed adultery with stones and with 
stocks. And yet for all this her treacherous 
sister Judah hath not turned unto me with 
her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the 
Lord. 

And the Lord said unto me, The back- 
sliding Israel hath justified herself more than 
treacherous Judah. Go and proclaim these 
words toward the north, and say. Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and 
I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you : 
for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will 
not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed 
against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under every green 
tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith 
the Lord. Turn, O backsliding children, 
saith the Lord, for I am married unto you: 
and I will take you one of a city, and two of a 
family, and I will bring you to Zion: and I 
will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. And it shall come to pass, 
when ye be multiplied and increased in the 
land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall 
say no more. The ark of the covenant of the 
Lord : neither shall it come to mind: neither 
shall they remember it; neither shall they 
visit it; neither shall that be done any more. 
At that time they shall call Jerusalem the 
throne of the Lord; and all the nations shall 
be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, 
to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any 
more after the imagination of their evil heart. 
In those days the house of Judah shall walk 
with the house of Israel, and they shall come 
together out of the land of the north to the 
land that I have given for an inheritance unto 
your fathers. 

But I said. How shall I put thee among the 
children, and give thee a pleasant land, a 
goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and 
I said, Thou shalt call me. My father; and 


shalt not turn away from me. Surely as a 
wife treacherously departeth from her hus- 
band, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, 
O house of Israel, saith the Lord. A voice 
was heard upon the high places, weeping and 
supplications of the children of Israel: for 
they have perverted their way, and they have 
forgotten the Lord their God. Return, ye 
backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backsHdings. 

Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art 
the Lord our God. Truly in vain is salvation 
hoped for from the hills, and from the multi- 
tude of mountaias: truly in the Lord our 
God is the salvation of Israel. For shame hath 
devoured the labour of oixr fathers from our 
youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons 
and their daughters. We lie down in our 
shame, and our confusion covereth us: for 
we have sinned against the Lord our God, 
we and our fathers, from our youth even 
unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice 
of the Lord our God. 

Disaster Approaching 

If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 
Lord, return imto me: and if thou wilt put 
away thine abominations out of my sight, 
then shalt thou not remove. And thou shalt 
swear. The Lord liveth, in truth, in judg- 
ment, and in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and in lum 
shall they glory. 

For thus saith the Lord to the men of 
Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow 
ground, and sow not among thorns. Circum- 
cise yourselves to the Lord, and take away 
the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury 
come forth like fire, and burn that none 
can quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings. 

Declare ye in Judah, and pubHsh in Jeru- 
salem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the 
land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble 
yourselves, and let us go into the defenced 
cities. Set up the standard toward Zion: re- 
tire, stay not : for I will bring evil from the 
north, and a great destruction. The lion Is 
come up from his thicket, and the destroyer 
of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land desolate; and 
thy cities shall be laid waste, without an in- 
habitant. For this gird you with sackcloth, 
lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the 
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depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate^ 
a land not inhabited. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts^ They shall 
throughly glean the remnant of Israel as a 
vine: turn back thine hand as agrapegatherer 
into the baskets. To whom shall I speakj and 
give warning^ that they may hear? behold, 
their ear is uncircumcised, and tliey cannot 
hearken: behold, the word of the Lord is 
unto them a reproach; they have no dehght 
in it. Therefore I am full of the fury of the 
Lord; I am weary with holding in: I will 
pour it out upon the children abroad, and 
upon the assembly of young men together: 
for even the husband with the wife shall be 
taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 
And their houses shall be turned unto others, 
with their fields and wives together: for I 
will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants 
of the land, saith the Lord. For from the 
least of them even unto the greatest of them 
every one is given to covetousness; and from 
the prophet even unto the priest every one 
dealeth falsely. They have healed also the 
hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 
Were they ashamed when they had com- 
mitted abomination? nay, they were not at 
all ashamed, neither could they blush: there- 
fore they shall fall among them that fall: at 
the time that I visit them they shall be cast 
down, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said. We 
will not walk therein. Also I set watchmen 
over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of 
the trumpet. But they said. We will not 
hearken. Therefore hear, ye nations, and 
know, O congregation, what is among them. 
Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon 
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, 
because they have not hearkened unto my 
words, nor to my law, but rejected it. To 
what purpose cometh there to me incense 
from Sheba, and die sweet cane from a far 
country? your burnt offerings are not accept- 
able, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will lay sttamblingblocks before this people, 
and the fathers and the sons together shall 
fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people 
cometh from the north country, and a great 
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nation shall be raised from the sides of the 
earth. They shall lay hold on bow and spear; 
they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice 
roareth like the sea; and they ride upon 
horses, set in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion. We have heard 
the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: 
anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as 
of a woman in travail. Go not forth into the 
field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side. O 
daughter of my people, gird thee with sack- 
cloth, and wallow thyself in ashes : make thee 
mourning, as for an only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shah suddenly 
come upon us. 

Emouraged by God 

1 have set thee for a tower and a fortress 
among my people, that thou mayest know 
and try tlieir way. They are all grievous re- 
volters, walking with slanders : they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters. The bel- 
lows are burned, the lead is consumed of the 
fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away. Reprobate 
silver shall men call them, because the Loim 
hath rejected them. 


A PUBLIC APPEAL /er. 7 , 1—8,17 

Before the Prophet made his appeal it would 
naturally he reinforced by what he saw^ as he 
stood at the Temple gates^ and looked on the 
passing crowd. Stand on the step of the sanc^ 
tuary^ was the command; see what is going on 
in the city streets; look at the moral tone and 
character of these people; and let your own 
heart take up My appeal. It is an appeal:^ let it 
be notedi ^bis stage^ a sentence of 

doom 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord, saying. Stand in the gate of the Lord’s 
house, and proclaim there this word, and 
say. Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of 
Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship 
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I wiU cause you to dwell in this 
place. Trust ye not in lying words, saying. 
The temple of the Lord, The temple of the 
Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these. 
For if ye throughly amend yom: ways and 







WHO CAN SAY THAT ANY CITY IS NOT IN DANGER? 


Even if its fate rested wholly in the hands of meny whoy in these day Sy would dare to say it 
would never he attacked or destroyed? The question becomes more difficult when it is 
remembered how much a city^s future is determined by its unseen moral character^ 


out of their graves: and they shall spread 
them before the sun, and the moon, and all 
the host of heaven, whom they have loved, 
and whom they have served, and after whom 
they have walked, and whom they have 
sought, and whom they have worshipped: 
they shall not be gathered, nor be buried 5 
they shall be for dung upon the face of the 
earth. And death shall be chosen rather than 
life by all the residue of them that remain of 
this evil family, which remain in aU the places 
whither I have driven them, salth the Lord 
of hosts. 

Moreover thou shalt say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord ; Shall they fall, and not arise ? 
shall he turn away, and not return? Why 
then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back 
by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast 
deceit, they refuse to return. I hearkened and 
heard, but they spake not aright: no man 
repented him of his wickedness, saying, 
What have I done? every one turned to his 
comse, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 
Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her 


appointed times; and the turtle and the crane 
and the swallow observe the time of their 
comings but my people know not the judg- 
ment of the Lord. 

How do ye say, We are wise, and the law 
of the Lord is with us ? Lo, certainly in vain 
made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain. 
The wise men are ashamed, they are dis- 
mayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the 
word of the Lord; and what wisdom is in 
them? Therefore will I give their wives unto 
others, and their fields to them that shall in- 
herit them: for every one from the least even 
unto the greatest is given to covetousness, 
from the prophet even unto the priest every 
one dealeth falsely. For they have healed the 
hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 
Were they ashamed when they had com- 
mitted abomination? nay, they were not at 
all ashamed, neither could they blush : there- 
fore shall they fall among them that fall: in 
the time of their visitation they shall be cast 
down, saith the Lord. I will surely consume 
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thema saith the Lord: there shall be no 
grapes on the vine^ nor figs on the fig tree^ 
and the leaf shall fade 5 and the things that I 
have given them shall pass away from them. 

Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves^ 
and let us enter into the defenced cities^ and 
let us be silent there: for the Lord our God 
hath put us to silence, and given us water of 
gall to drink, because we have sinned against 
the Lord. We looked for peace, but no good 
came; and for a time of health, and behold 
trouble! The snorting of his horses was 
heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at 
the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; 
for they are come, and have devoured the 
land, and all that is in it; tlie city, and those 
that dwell therein. For, behold, I will send 
serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will 
not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith 
the Lord. 

The Prophefs Sorrow 

When I would comfort myself against sor- 
row, my heart is faint in me. Behold the 
voice of the cry of the daughter of my people 
because of them that dwell in a far country : 
Is not the Lord in Zion? is not her king in 
her? Why have they provoked me to anger 
with their graven images, and with strange 
vanities? The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. For the hurt of 
the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am 
black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 
Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physi- 
cian there? why then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered? 

Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people! Oh that I had in the wilderness 
a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I 
might leave my people, and go from them! 
for they be all adulterers, an assembly of 
treacherous men. And they bend their 
ton^’ues like their how for lies : but thev are 


►f his neighbour, and trust ve not in any 
Ler: for every brother will utterly suo- 
, and every neighbour will walk with 
ers. And they will deceive every one 


Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; 
through deceit they refuse to know me, saith 
the Lord. 

The Divine Decree 

, Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts. 
Behold, I win melt them, and try them; for 
how shall I do for the daughter of my people ? 
Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it 
speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to 
his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart 
he layeth his wait. Shall I not visit them for 
these things? saith the Lord: shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 

A Lamentation 

For the mountains will I take up a weep- 
ing and wailing, and for the habitations of 
the wilderness a lamentation, because they 
are burned up, so that none can pass through 
them; neither can men hear the voice of the 
cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the 
beast are fled; they are gone. And I will 
make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; 
and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, 
without an inhabitant. 


The Judgement Explained 

Who is the wise man, that may understand 
this? and who is he to whom the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken, that he may declare 
it, for what the land perisheth and is burned 
up like a wilderness, that none passeth 
through? And the Lord saith. Because they 
have forsaken my law which I set before 
them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither 
walked therein; but have walked after the 
imagination of their own heart, and after 
Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even 
this people, with wormwood, and give them 


)r their fathers have known: and I w 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Cons; 


for us, that our eyes 
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may nin down with tears> and oiir eyelids 
gush out with waters. For a voice of wailing 
is heard out of Zion^ How are we spoiled! we 
are greatly confounded^ because we have for- 
saken the land, because our dwellings have 
cast us out. Yet hear the word of the Lord^ 
O ye women, and let your ear receive the 
word of his mouth, and teach your daughters 
wailing, and every one her neighbour lamen- 
tation. For death is come up into our win- 
dows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut 
off the children from without, and the young 
men from the streets. Speak, Thus saith the 
Lord, Even the carcases of men shall fall as 
dung upon the open field, and as the handful 
after the harvestman, and none shall gather 
them. 

The Divine Will 

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exer- 
cise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous- 
ness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord, 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I win punish all them which are circum- 
cised with the tmcircumcised; Egypt, and 
Judah, and Edom, and the children of Am- 
mon, and Moab, and all that are in the ut- 
most corners, that dwell in the wilderness: 
for all these nations are uncircumcised, and 
ail the house of Israel are uncircumcised in 
the heart. 

Hear ye the word which the Lord speak- 
eth xmto you, O house of Israel: thus saith 
the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, 
and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 
for the heathen are dismayed at them. For 
the customs of the people are vain: for one 
cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of 
the hands of the workman, with the axe. 
They deck it with silver and with gold; they 
fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it 
move not. They are upright as the palm tree, 
but speak not: &ey must needs be borne, be- 
cause they caimot go. Be not afraid of them; 
for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in 
them to do good. 

Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, 
O Lord; thou art great, and thy name is 
great in might. Who would not fear thee, O 


King of nations ? for to thee doth it appertain : 
forasmuch as among all the wise men of the 
nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is 
none like unto thee. But they are altogether 
brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of 
vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought 
from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the 
work of the workman, and of the hands of 
the founder: blue and purple is their cloth- 
ing: they are all the work of cunning men. 
But the Lord is the true God, he is the living 
God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath 
the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall 
not be able to abide his indignation. 

Thus shall ye say unto them. The gods 
that have not made the heavens and the 
earth, even they shall perish from the earth, 
and from under these heavens. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he 
hath established the world by his wisdom, 
and hath stretched out the heavens by his 
discretion. When he uttereth his voice, there 
is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and 
he causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with 
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 
treasures. Every man is brutish in his know- 
ledge: every founder is confounded by the 
graven image: for his molten image is false- 
hood, and there is no breath in them. They 
are vanity, and the work of errors: in the 
time of their visitation they shall perish. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is 
the former of all things, and Israel is the rod 
of his inheritance: The Lord of hosts is his 
name. 

Gather up thy wares out of the land, O in- 
habitant of the fortress. For thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants 
of the land at this once, and will distress 
them, that they may find it so- 

The Prophefs Prayer 

Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is 
grievous: but I said. Truly this is a grief, and 
I must bear it. My tabernacle is spoiled, and 
all my cords are broken: my children are 
gone forth of me, and they are not: there is 
none to stretch forth my tent any more, and 
to set up my curtains. For the pastors are 
become brutish, and have not sought the 
Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and 
all their flocks shall be scattered. Behold, 
the noise of the bruit is come, and a great 
commotion out of the north country, to make 
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the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of 
dragons. 

O Lord, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps, O Lord, correct me, but 
with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou 
bring me to nothing. Pour out thy fury upon 
the heathen that know thee not, and upon 
the families that call not on thy name: for 
they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, 
and consumed him, and have made his habi- 
tation desolate. 


THE PROPHET’S MISSION Jer. 11, i-8 

Did the Prophet go on a preaching mission to the 
cities of Judah ? The words seem to suggest it. 
IfsOi it would he interesting to know whether it 
was undertaken in connexion with the Reforma-^ 
tion that was inspired by the finding of the Book 
of the Law in the reign of josiah. Jeremiah'' s 
attitude to that Reformation is nowhere clearly 
descrihedunlessjer. 8, 8 refers to Deuteronomy. 
The question^ therefore:, cannot he definitely 
answered^ hut the result of his mission is clear ^ 
It aroused the anger of the priests of his native 
town^ and for a while his life was in danger. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord, sa5ring, Hear ye the words of this 
covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and say 
thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not 
the words of this covenant, which I com- 
manded your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the 
iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do 
them, according to all which I command 
you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be 
your God : that I may perform the oath which 
I have sworn xmto your fathers, to give them 
a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is 


heart: therefore I will bring upon them all 
the words of this covenant, which I com- 
manded them to do; but they did them 
not. 

Hostility 

And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy 
is found among the men of Judah, and among 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are 
turned back to the iniquities of their fore- 
fathers, which refused to hear my words; 
and they went after other gods to serve them: 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have broken my covenant which I made with 
their fathers. Therefore thus saith the Lord, 
Behold, I win bring evil upon them, which 
they shall not be able to escape; and though 
they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken 
unto them. Then shall the cities of Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry im- 
to the gods unto whom they offer incense: 
but they shall not save them at aU in the time 
of their trouble. For according to the num- 
ber of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and 
according to the number of the streets of 
Jerusalem have ye setup altars to that shame- 
ful thing, even altars to burn incense imto 
Baal. 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up a cry or prayer for them : for I 
will not hear them in the time that they cry 
unto me for their trouble. What hath my 
beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath 
wrought lewdness with many, and the holy 
flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest 
evil, then thou rejoicest. The Lord called 
thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of 
goodly fruit ; with the noise of a great tumult 
he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches 
• of it are broken. For the Lord of hosts, that 
planted thee, hath pronounced evil against 
thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of 
the house of Judah, which they have done 


t±Le hearty let me see thy vengeance on them: 
for tmto thee have I revealed my cause. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of the men of 
Anathothj that seek thy life^ saying^ Prophesy 
not in the name of the Lord, that thou die 
not by our hand: therefore thus saith the 
Lord of hosts^ Behold, I will punish them: 
the young men shall die by the sword; their 
sons and their daughters shall die by famine: 
and there shall be no remnant of Aem: for 
I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, 
even the year of their visitation. 


A Religious Prohlem 

Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee: yet let me taU^; with thee of thy 
judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the 
wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy 
that deal very treacherously? Thou hast 
planted them, yea, they have taken root: they 
grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art 
near in their mouth, and far from their reins, 
But thou, O Lord, knowest me: thou hast 
seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: 
pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, 
and prepare them for the day of slaughter. 
How long shall the land mourn, and the 
herbs of every field wither, for the wicked- 
ness of them that dwell therein? the beasts 
are consumed, and the birds; because they 
said. He shall not see our last end. 

If thou hast run with the footmen, and 
they have wearied thee, then how canst thou 
contend with horses? and if in the land of 
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied 
thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling 
of Jordan? For even thy brethren, and the 
house of thy father, even they have dealt 
treacherously with thee; yea, they have called 
a multitude after thee: believe them not, 
though they speak fair words unto thee. 


God'^s Country 

I have forsaken mine house, I have left 
mine heritage; I have given the dearly be- 
loved of my soul into the hand of her enemies. 
Mine heritage is xmtomeasa lionin theforest; 
it crieth out against me: therefore have I 
hated it. Aiine heritage is unto me as a 
speckled bird, the birds roimd about are 
against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts 
of the field, come to devour. Many pastors 
have destroyed my vineyard, they have trod- 
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den my portion tmder foot, they have made 
my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
They have made it desolate, and being deso- 
late it mourneth unto me; the whole land is 
made desolate, because no man layeth it to 
heart. The spoilers are come upon all high 
places through the wilderness: for the sword 
of the Lord shall devour from the one end of 
the land even to the other end of the land : no 
fiesh shall have peace. They have sown 
wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put 
themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and 
they shall be ashamed of your revenues be- 
cause of the fierce anger of the Lord, 

Thus saith the Lord against all mine evil 
neighbours, that touch the inheritance which 
I have caused my people Israel to inherit; 
Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, 
and pluck out the house of Judah from among 
them. And it shall come to pass, after that I 
have plucked them out I will return, and 
have compassion on them, and will bring 
them again, every man to his heritage, and 
every man to his land. And it shah come to 
pass, if they wih diligently learn the ways of 
my people, to swear by my name. The Lord 
Hveth; as they taught my people to swear by 
Baal; then shah they be built in the midst of 
my people. But if they will not obey, I wih 
utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, 
saith the Lord. 

A Corrupt People 

Thus saith the Lord unto me, Go and get 
thee a Hnen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, 
and put it not in water. So I got a girdle 
according to the word of the Lord, and put 
it on my loins. And the word of the Lord 
came unto me the second time, saying. Take 
the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon 
thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide 
it there in a hole of the rock. So I went, and 
hid it by Euphrates, as the Lord commanded 
me. And it came to pass after many days, 
that the Lord said unto me. Arise, go to Eu- 
phrates, and take the girdle from thence, 
which I commanded thee to hide there. Then 
I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took 
the girdle from the place where I had hid it: 
and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was 
profitable for nothing. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord, After this man- 
ner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the 
great pride of Jerusalem. This evil people. 
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which refuse to hear my words, which walk 
in the imagination of their heart, and walk 
after other gods, to serve them, and to wor- 
ship them, shall even be as this girdle, which 
is good for nothing. For as the girdle cleaveth 
to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave 
mnto me the whole house of Israel and the 
whole house of Judah, saith the Lord; that 
they might be unto me for a people, and for 
a name, and for a praise, and for a glory; but 
they would not hear. 

Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this 
word; Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and 
they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly 
know that every bottle shall be filled with 
wine ? Then shalt thou say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the in- 
habitants of tills land, even the kings that sit 
upon David’s throne, and the priests, and 
the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, with drunkenness. And I will dash 
them oiie against another, even the fathers 
and the sons together, saith the Lord: I will 
not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but de- 
stroy them. 

Words of Warning 

Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for 
the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to the 
Lord your God, before he cause darkness, 
before your feet stumble upon the dark 
motmtains, and, while ye look for light, he 
turn it into the shMow of death, and make it 
darkness. But if ye will not hear it, my 
shall weep in secret places for your 
and miiie eye shah weep sore, and run 
with tears, because the Lord’s flock is 
carried away captive. 

Say unto the king and to the queen. 
Humble yourselves, sit down: for your prin- 
cipalities shall come down, even the crown of 
your glory. The cities of the south shall be 
shut up, and none shall open them: Judah 
shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall 
be wholly carried away captive. 

Lift up your eyes, and behold them that 
come from the north: where is the flock that 
was given thee, thy beautiful flock? What 
wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for 
thou hast taught them to be captains, and as 
chief over thee; shall not sorrows take thee, 
as a woman in travail? And if thou say in 
thine heart. Wherefore come these things 
upon me ? For the greatness of thine iniquity 


are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made 
bare. Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or 
the leopard his spots? then may ye also do 
good, that are accustomed to do evil. There- 
fore will I scatter them as the stubble that 
passeth away by the wind of the wilderness. 
This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures 
from me, saith the Lord; because thou hast 
forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood. 
Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy 
face, that thy shame may appear. I have 
seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, 
the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine 
abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe 
unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be 
made clean? when shall it once be? 

The Prophefs Prayer 

The word of the Lord that came to 
Jeremiah concerning the dearth. 

Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof lan- 
guish; they are black unto the ground; and the 
cry of Jerusalem is gone up. And their nobles 
have sent their little ones to the waters: 
they came to the pits, and found no water; 
they returned with their vessels empty; they 
were ashamed and confoimded, and covered 
their heads. Because the groxmd is chapt, for 
there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen 
were ashamed, they covered their heads. 
Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and 
forsook it, because there was no grass. And 
tlie wild asses did stand in the high places, 
they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their 
eyes did fail, because there was no grass. 

O Lord, though our iniquities testify 
against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake ; for 
our backsiidings are many; we have sinned 
against thee, O the hope of Israel, the saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest 
thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a 
wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for 
a night? Why shouldest thou be as a man 
astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? 
yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and 
we are called by thy name; leave us not. 

The Lord^s Amwer 

Thus saith the Lord unto this people. 
Thus have they loved to wander, they have 
not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord 
doth not accept them; he will now remember 
their iniquity, and visit their sins. Then said 
the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people 
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tentioa to the whole earth! I have neither 
lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on 
usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. 
The Lord said. Verily it shall be well with 
thy remnant; verily I will cause the enemy to 
entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the 
time of afiiiction. Shall iron break the 
northern iron and the steel? Thy substance 
and thy treasures will I give to the spoil with- 
out price, and that for all thy sins, even in all 
thy borders. And I will make thee to pass 
with thine enemies into a land which thou 
knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, which shall burn upon you, 

A Prayer for Protection 

O Lord, thou knowest : remember me, and 
visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; 
take me not away in thy longsuffering: know 
that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. 
Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and re- 
joicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy 
name, O Lord God of hosts. I sat not in the 
assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat 
alone because of thy hand: for thou hast 
filled me with indignation. Why is my pain 
perpetual, and my woxind incurable, which 
refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether 
unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou 
return, then will I bring thee again, and thou 
shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth 
the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as 
my mouth: let them return unto thee; but 
return not thou unto them. And I will make 
thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: 
and they shall fight against thee, but they 
shall not prevail against thee: for I am with 
thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith 
the Lord. And I will deliver thee out of the 
hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee 
out of the hand of the terrible. 


not be lamented ; neither shall they be buried; 
but they shall be as dimg upon the face of the 
earth: and they shall be consumed by the 
sword, and by famine; and their carcases 
shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for 
the beasts of the earth. 

For thus saith tlie Lord, Enter not into 
the house of mourning, neither go to lament 
nor bemoan them : for I have taken away my 
peace from this people, saith tlie Lord, even 
lovingkindness and mercies. Both the great 
and the small shall die in this land: they shall 
not be buried, neither shall men lament for 
them, nor cut themselves, nor make them- 
selves bald for them; neither shall men tear 
themselves for them in mourning, to comfort 
them for the dead; neither shall men give 
them the cup of consolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. Thou shalt not 
also go into the house of feasting, to sit with 
them to eat and to drink. For thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
will cause to cease out of this place in yoxir 
eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride. 

And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt 
shew this people all these words, and they 
shall say unto thee. Wherefore hath the Lord 
pronounced all this great evil against us ? or 
what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that 
we have committed against the Lord our 
God? Then shalt thou say unto them, Be- 
cause your fathers have forsaken me, saith 
the Lord, and have walked after other gods, 
and have served them, and have worshipped 
them, and have forsaken me, and have not 
kept my law; and ye have done worse than 
your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one 
after the imagination of his evil heart, that 
they may not hearken unto me : therefore will 
I cast you out of this land into a land that ye 
know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other gods day and night; 
where I will not shew you favour. 
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will I send for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain, and from 
every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 
For mine eyes are upon all their ways : they 
are not hid from my face, neither is their 
iniquity hid from mine eyes. And first I will 
recompense their iniquity and their sin 
double; because they have defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance witli the 
carcases of their detestable and abominable 
things. 

O Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and 
my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee from the ends of the 
earth, and shall say. Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit. Shall a man make gods 
unto himself, and they are no gods? 

Therefore, behold, I will this once cause 
them to know, I will cause them to know 
mine hand and my might; and they shall 
know that my name is The Lord. 

The sin of Judah is written with a pen of 
iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is 
graven upon the table of their heart, and 
upon the horns of your altars; whilst their 
children remember their altars and their 
groves by the green trees upon the high hills. 
O my mountain in the field, I will give thy 
substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, 
and thy high places for sin, throughout all 
thy borders. And thou, even thyself, shalt 
discontinue from thine heritage that I gave 
thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine 
enemies in the land which thou knowest not: 
for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, 
which shall burn for ever. 

Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man 
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his 
arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the 
desert, and shaU not see when good cometh; 
but shall inhabit the parched places in the 
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and 
shall not see when heat cometh^ but her leaf 
shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit. 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even 
to give every man according to his ways, and 


according to the fruit of his doings. As the 
partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them 
not; so he that getteth riches, and not by 
right, shall leave them in the midst of his 
days, and at his end shall be a fooL 

Hope in God 

A glorious high throne from the beginning 
is the place of our sanctuary. O Lord, the 
hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be 
ashamed, and they that depart from me shall 
be written in the earth, because they have 
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living 
waters. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be 
healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for 
thou art my praise. Behold, they say unto 
me. Where is the word of the Lord? let it 
come now. As for me, I have not hastened 
from being a pastor to follow thee: neither 
have I desired the woeful day ; thou knowest : 
that which came out of my lips was right 
before thee. Be not a terror rinto me: thou 
art my hope in the day of evil. Let them be 
confounded that persecute me, but let not 
me be confounded: let tliem be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed : bring upon them 
the day of evil, and destroy them with double 
destruction. 

The Prophefs Duty 

Thus said the Lord unto me; Go and 
stand in the gate of the children of the people, 
whereby the kings of Judah come in, and by 
the which they go out, and in all the gates of 
Jerusalem; and say unto them, Hear ye the 
word of the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all 
Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
that enter in by these gates: thus saith the 
Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no 
burden on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by 
the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a 
burden out of your houses on the sabbath 
day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye 
the sabbath day, as I commanded your 
fathers. But they obeyed not, neither in- 
clined their ear, but made their neck stiff, 
that they might not hear, nor receive instruc- 
tion. 

And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently 
hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in 
no burden through the gates of this city on 
the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, 
to do no work therein; then shall there enter 
into the gates of this city kings and princes 
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enemieSi and into the hand of those that seek 
their life: and he shall smite them with the 
edge of the sword^ he shall not spare them^ 
neither have pity^ nor have mercy. 

And nnto this people thou shalt say^ Thus 
saith the Lord; Behold^ I set before you the 
way of lifcj and the way of death. He that 
abideth in this city shall die by the sword^ 
and by the famine^ and by the pestilence : but 
he that goeth out^ and falleth to the Chal- 
deans that besiege you^ he shall live^ and his 
life shall be unto him for a prey. For I have 
set my face against this city for evilj and not 
for good^ saith the Lord: it shall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon^ and he 
shall burn it with fire. 

An Appeal to the Rulers 

And touching the house of the king of 
Judah^ say^ Hear ye the word of the Lord; O 
house of Davidj thus saith the Lord; Exe- 
cute judgment in the morning, and deliver 
him that is spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and 
burn that none can quench it, because of the 
evil of your doings^ Behold, I am against 
thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of 
the plain, saith the Lord; which say. Who 
shall come down against us? or who shall 
enter into our habitations ? But I will punish 
you according to the fruit of your doings, 
saith the Lord : and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour all things 
round about it. 

Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the 
house of the king of Judah, and speak there 
this word, and say. Hear the word of the 
Lord, O tog of Judah, that sittest upon the 
throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and 
thy people that enter in by these gates : Thus 
saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of 
the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, 
nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood 
in this place. For if ye do this thing indeed, 
then shall there enter in by the gates of this 
house togs sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his 
servants, and his people. But if ye will not 
hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the 
Lord, that this house shall become a desola- 
tion. For thus saith the Lord unto the king’s 
house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, 
and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will 
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make thee a wilderness, and cities which are 
not inhabited. And I will prepare destroyers 
against thee, every one with his weapons; 
and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, 
and cast them into the fire. And many 
nations shall pass by this city, and they shall 
say every man to his neighbour. Wherefore 
hath the Lord done thus unto this great city? 
Then they shall answer. Because they have 
forsaken the covenant of the Lord their 
God, and worshipped other gods, and served 
them. 

Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan 
him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: 
for he shall return no more, nor see his native 
country. For thus saith the Lord toucliing 
Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
which reigned instead of Josiah his father, 
wliich went forth out of this place; He shall 
not return thither any more: but he shall die 
in the place whither they have led him cap- 
tive, and shall see this land no more. 

Woe unto him that buildeth his house 
by unrighteousness, and his chambers by 
wrong; that useth his neighbour’s service 
without v»?'ages, and giveth him not for his 
work; that saith, I will build me a wide 
house and large chambers, and cutteth him 
out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion. Shalt thou reign, 
because thou closest thyself in cedar ? did not 
thy father eat and drink, and do judgment 
and justice, and then it was well with him? 
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
then it was well with him: was not this to 
know me? saith the Lord. But thine eyes 
and thine heart are not but for thy covetous- 
ness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for 
oppression, and for violence, to do it. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah tog of Judah; They 
shall not lament for him, saying. Ah my 
brother I or. Ah sister I tliey shall not lament 
for him, saying. Ah lord! or. Ah his glory] 
He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, 
drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem. 

Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up 
thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the pass- 
ages: for all thy lovers are destroyed. I spake 
unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, 
I will not hear. This hath been thy manner 
from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my 
voice. The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, 
and thy lovers shall go into captivity : surely 
then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded 
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for all thy wickedness , O inhabitant of Leba- 
non, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how 
gracious shalt thou be when pangs come 
upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail! 

As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah 
the son of Jehoiakitn king of Judah were the 
signet upon my right hand, yet would I 
pluck thee thence; and I will give thee into 
the hand of them that seek thy life, and into 
the hand of them whose face thou fearest, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chal- 
deans, And I will cast thee out, and tliy 
mother that bare thee, into another country, 
where ye were not born; and there shall ye 
die. But to the land whereunto they desire 
to return, thither shall they not return. Is 
this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is 
he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? where- 
fore are they cast out, he and his seed, and 
are cast into a land which they know not? O 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this 
man childless, a man that shall not prosper 
in his days : for no man of his seed shall pros- 
per, sitting upon the throne of David, and 
ruling any more in Judah. 

A Reign of Righteousness 

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and 
scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the 
Lord. Therefore thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel against the pastors that feed my peo- 
ple; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven 
them away, and have not visited them: be- 
hold, I will visit upon you the evil of your 
doings, saith the Lord, And I will gather 
the remnant of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and will bring 
them again to their folds; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase. And I will set up shep- 
herds over them which shall feed them: and 
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed. 


of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, 
which brought up and which led the seed of 
the house of Israel out of the north coimtry, 
and from all countries whither I had driven 
them; and they shall dwell in their own land. 

False Prophets Denounced 

Mine heart within me is broken because of 
the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like 
a drunken man, and like a man whom wine 
hath overcome, because of the Lord, and be- 
cause of the words of his holiness. For the 
Imd is full of adulterers; for because of 
swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant 
places of the wilderness are dried up, and 
their course is evil, and their force is not 
right. For both prophet and priest are pro- 
fane; yea, in my house have I foimd their 
wickedness, saith the Lord. Wherefore their 
way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the 
darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall 
therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even 
the year of their visitation, saith the Lord. 

And I have seen folly in the prophets of 
Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused 
my people Israel to err. I have seen also in 
the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: 
they commit adultery, and walk in lies : they 
strengthen also the liands of evildoers, that 
none doth return from his wickedness: they 
are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the 
prophets; Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water 
of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is 
profaneness gone forth into all the land. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not 
unto the words of the prophets that prophesy 
unto you: they make you vain: they speak a 
vision of their own heart, and not out of the 
mouth of the Lord. They say still unto them 
that despise me. The Lord hath said, Ye 
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to us in the name of the Lord our God. 
Then rose up certain of the elders of the 
land, and spake to all the assembly of the 
people, saying, A4icah the Morasthite pro- 
phesied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts i Zion 
shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of a forest. Did 
Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah 
put him at all to death? did he not fear 
the Lord, and besought the Lord, and the 
Lord repented him of the evil which he 
had pronounced against them? Thus might 
we procure great evil against our souls. 

And tiiere was also a man that prophesied 
in the name of the Lord, Urijah the son of 
Shemaiah of Edrjath-jearim, who prophesied 
against this city and against this land accord- 
ing to all the words of Jeremiah: and when 
Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, 
and all the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death: but when Urijah 
heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went 
into Egypt ^ and Jehoiakim the king sent men 
into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of 
Achbor, and certain men with him into 
Egypt. And they fetched forth Urijah out of 
Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the 
king; who slew him with the sword, and cast 
his dead body into the graves of the com- 
mon people. Nevertheless the hand of Ahi- 
kam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the hand 
of the people to put him to death. 

BONDS AND YOKES Jer. 27, i— 28, i? 

A yoke zoos the symbol of submission^ and with 
a yoke round his neck Jeremiah declared that 
submission to Babylon was JudaKs duty. He 
would have preferred to think otherwise^ like 
Hananiahy and even went again to the Lord to 
make doubly sure that he was right. Not only 
was his message confirmed; it was enlarged, 
Hananiah^s policy^ he added^ would tend to 
make the Babylonian rule more burdensome. 

In the beginmng of the reign of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah came this 
word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord to me; Make thee 
bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy 
neck, and send them to the king of Edom, 
and to the king of Moab, and to the king of 


the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, 
and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the 
messengers which come to Jerusalem unto 
Zedekiah king of Judah; and command them 
to say unto their masters. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall 
ye say unto your masters ; I have made the 
earth, the man and the beast that are upon 
the ground, by my great power and by my 
outstretched arm, and have given it unto 
whom it seemed meet unto me. And now 
have I given all these lands into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant; and the beasts of the field have I 
given him also to serve him. And all nations 
shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s 
son, until the very time of his land come : and 
then many nations and great kmgs shall serve 
themselves of him. And it shall come to pass, 
that the nation and kingdom which will not 
serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, and that will not put their neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that 
nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the 
sword, and with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, until I have consumed them by 
his hand. Therefore hearken not ye to your 
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your 
dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to 
your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, 
Ye shall not serve the Idng of Babylon: for 
they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you 
far from your land; and that I should drive 
you out, and ye should perish. But the 
nations that bring their neck under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those 
will I let remain still in their own land, saith 
the Lord; and they shall till it, and dwell 
therein. 

I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah 
accoring to all these words, saying, Bring 
your necks tmder the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and 
live. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, 
by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken against 
the nation that will not serve the king of 
Babylon? Therefore hearken not unto the 
words of the prophets that speak unto you, 
saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Baby- 
lon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. For I 
have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 
prophesy a lie in my name; that I might 
drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, 
and the prophets that prophesy unto you. 

Also I spake to the priests and to all this 
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people^ sayinga Thus saith the LORfi ; Heark- 
en not to the words of your prophets that 
prophesy unto you^ sayings Behold^ the 
vessels of the Lord’s house shall now shortly 
be brought again from Babylon: for they 
prophesy a lie unto you. Hearken not unto 
them; serve the king of Babylon^ and live: 
wherefore should this city be laid waste? 
But if they be prophets^ and if the word of 
the Lord be with them^ let them now make 
intercession to the Lord of hosts^ that the 
vessels which are left in the house of the 
Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, 
and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the 
pillars, and concerning the sea, and concern- 
ing the bases, and concerning the residue of 
the vessels that remain in this city^ which 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, 
when he carried away captive Jeconiah the 
son of Jehoiakmi king of Judah from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon, and all the nobles of 
Judah and Jerusalem; yea, thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning 
the vessels that remain in the house of the 
Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah 
and of Jerusalem; They shall be carried to 
Babylon, and there shall they be until the 
day that I visit them, saith the Lord; then 
will I bring them up, and restore them to 
tliis place. 


And it came to pass the same year, in the 
beginning of the reign of Zedeldah king of 
Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth 
month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the 
prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto 
me in the house of the Lord, in the presence 
of the priests and of aU the people, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the 
king of Babylon. Within two full years will 
I bring again into this place all the vessels of 
the Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon took away from this place, and 
carried them to Babylon: and I will bring 
again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoi- 
akim king of Judah, with all the captives of 
Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the 
Lord: for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the 
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests, and in the presence of all the people 
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that stood in the house of the Lord, even the 
prophet Jeremiah said. Amen; the Lord do 
so: the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of 
the Lord’s house, and all that is carried 
away captive, from Babylon into this place. 
Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I 
speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the 
people; the prophets that have been before 
me and before thee of old prophesied both 
against many countries, and against great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pesti- 
lence, The prophet which prophesieth of 
peace, when the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then shall the prophet be 
known, that the Lord hath truly sent him. 
Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke 
from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and 
brake it. And Hananiah spake in the pre- 
sence of all the people, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord; Even so will I break the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the 
neck of all nations within the space of two 
full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went 
his way. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah 
the prophet had broken the yoke from off the 
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Go 
and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; 
but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 
For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the 
neck of all these nations, that they may serve 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they 
shall serve him: and I have given him the 
beasts of the field also. Then said the pro- 
phet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, 
Flear now, Hananiah; The Lord hath not 
sent thee; but thou makest this people to 
trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, I win cast thee from off the face of 
the earth; this year thou shalt die, because 
thou hast taught rebellion against die Lord. 
So Hananiah the prophet died the same year 
in the seventh month, 

A LETTER TO EXILES Jer. 29, 

The sound practical commonsense of the Pro** 
phet is revealed in this letter. It was senty no 
doubt advisedly by the hand of the King* s 
messengers^ who^ it is surmised^ were going to 
Nebuchadnezzar to refute a charge of con-- 
spiracy in Jerusalem. He advises the exiles to 
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settle down for a long stay in Babylon^ and pay 
no heed to those who are saying there will he a 
speedy return. It is not true^ and such thoughts 
will unfit them for making the most of their 
stay in Babylon, They have now a duty to the 
city in which they dwell. As for those who feel 
they are cut off from God:, and forsaken by 
Him^ because they are no longer able to worship 
at the Tentplc:, there is ^ in the letter ^ the 
Prophets distinctive teaching on spiritual 
religion. The Temple is not essential to real 
religion, God is with them in their exiUy and 
will hear their prayers in a foreign country. 
The letter called forth a protest from one of 
the false prophets to the authorities injeru-* 
saleniy but apparently no action was taken 
against Jeremiah, 

Now these are the words of the letter that 
Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 
unto the residue of the elders which were 
carried away captives^ and to the priests^ and 
to the prophets, and to all the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon; (after that Je- 
coniah the king, and the queen, and the 
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and J erusalem, 
and the carpenters, and the smiths, were de- 
parted from Jerusalem;) by the hand of 
Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariali 
the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedeldah king of 
Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon) saying. Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are 
carried away captives, whom I have caused 
to be carried away from Jerusalem unto 
Babylon; build ye houses, and dwell in them ; 
and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 
take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters ; 
and take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters to husbands, that they may bear 
sons and daughters ; that ye may be increased 
there, and not diminished. And seek the 
peace of the city whither I have caused you 
to be carried away captives, and pray unto 
the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall 
ye have peace. For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your pro- 
phets and your diviners, that be in the midst 
of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your 
dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. For 
they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: 
I have not sent them, saith the Lord. For 
thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years 
be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, 
and perform my good word toward you, in 


causing you to return to this place. For I 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
imto me, and I will hearken unto you. And 
ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart. And I will 
be found of you, saith the Lord; and I will 
turn away your captivity, and I will gather 
you from all the nations, and from all the 
places whither I have driven you, saith 
the Lord; and I will bring you again into 
the place whence I caused you to be carried 
away captive. 

Because ye have said, The Lord hath 
raised us up prophets in Babylon; know that 
thus saith the Lord of the king that sitteth 
upon the throne of David, and of all the 
people that dwelleth in this city, and of your 
brethren that are not gone forth with you 
into captivity; thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the 
famine, and the pestilence, and wfil make 
them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they 
are so evil. And I will persecute them with 
the sword, with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, and will deliver them to be re- 
moved to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be 
a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, 
and a reproach, among all the nations whither 
I have driven them: because they have not 
hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, 
which I sent unto them by my servants the 
prophets, rising up early and sending them; 
but ye would not hear, saith the Lord. Hear 
ye therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of 
the captivity, whom I have sent from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon: 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of 
Zedeldah the son of Maaseiah, which pro- 
phesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I 
will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay 
them before your eyes; and of them shall be 
taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah 
which are ia Babylon, saying. The Lord 
make thee like Zedeldah and like Ahab, 
whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; 
because they have committed villany in Is- 
rael, and have committed adultery with their 
neighbours’ wives, and have spoken lying 
words in my name, which I have not com- 
manded them; even I know, and am a wit- 
ness, saith the Lord. 
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EVEN TO-DAY CITIES ARE DESTROYED AND NATIONS EXILED 


It seems incredible that such things should happen in this era of Christian civilization. 
Our hearts are burdened with the tragedy^ the mystery. The meaning ofit^ and the ulti- 
mate issue which God will bring topassywe must wait for Him to reveal. 


Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah 
the Nehelamite, saying. Thus speaketh the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Be- 
cause thou hast sent letters in thy name unto 
all the people that are at Jerusdem, and to 
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, 
and to all the priests, saying, The Lord hath 
made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the 
priest, that ye should be officers in the house 
of the Lord, for every man that is mad, and 
maketh himself a prophet, that thou should- 
est put him in prison, and in the stocks. Now 
therefore why hast thou not reproved Jere- 
miah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a 
prophet to you? For therefore he sent unto 
us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long; 


build ye houses, and dwell in them; and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And 
Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the 
ears of Jeremiah the prophet. Then came 
the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying. 
Send to all them of the captivity, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord concerning Shemaiah 
the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath 
prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and 
he caused you to trust in a He : therefore thus 
saith the Lord ; Behold, I will punish Shem- 
aiah the Nehelamite, and his seed : he shall 
not have a man to dwell among this people; 
neither shall he behold the good that I will 
do for my people, saith the Lord; because he 
hath taught rebellion against the Lord. 


r"" 






'j. ’ ^ 


y ' ■ ' 



tlpIBf Wills 

riMiiiiii 


lif; 


il#i 



5 ^ 



SliplWPPIII 

■;ii 


793 






JEREMIAH 31 , 23 

Lord bless thee, O habitation of justice, and 
mountain of holiness. And there shall dwell 
in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof 
together, husbandmen, and they that go 
forth with flocks. For I have satiated the 
weary soul, and I have replenished every 
sorrowful soul. Upon this I awaked, and be- 
held^ and my sleep was sweet unto me. 


Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will sow the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the seed of man, and 
with the seed of beast. And it shall come to 
pass, that like as I have watched over them, 
to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw 
down, and to destroy, and to afflict^ so will I 
watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith 
the Lord. In those days they shall say no 
more. The fathers have eaten a sour grape, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge. But 
every one shall die for his own iniquity: 
every man that eateth the sour grape, his 
teeth shall be set on edge. 


A NEW COVENANT Je’r. 31 , 31-40 

This passage is news. It declares that God will 
deal with men and within men; that He will he 
with individuals i as distinct from communities^ 
and they will know more by instinct than by 
rules what is right and good. We have still 
much to learn from this revelation. The sense 
of righty which God has written on men^s hearts 
and which:, when it is obey ed^ unifies the whole 
personality:^ gives divine dignity to our human 
nature: and is one of the surest tokens of God’s 
Covenant with mankind that we possess. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, al- 
though I was an husband unto them, saith 
the Lord : but this shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel; After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 


brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more. 

Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, 
which divideth the sea when the waves there- 
of roar; The Lord of hosts is his name: if 
those ordinances depart from before me, 
saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel also 
shall cease from being a nation before me for 
ever. Thus saith the Lord ; If heaven above 
can be measured, and the foxmdations of the 
earth searched out beneath, I will also cast 
off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that the city shall be built to the Lord from 
the tower of Hananeel imto the gate of the 
corner. And the measuring line shall yet go 
forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and 
shall compass about to Goath. And the 
whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the 
ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of 
Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate to- 
ward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; 
it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down 
any more for ever. 

An Example of Faith 

The word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar. For then the king of 
Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and 
Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the 
court of the prison, which was in the king of 
Judah’s house. For Zedekiah king of Judah 
had shut him up, saying. Wherefore dost 
thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the Idng of Babylon, and he shall 
take it; and Zedekiah Idng of Judah shall 
not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, 
but shall surely be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with 
him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall 
behold his eyes; and he shali lead Zedekiah 
to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit 
him, saith the Lord: though ye fight with 
the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper? 

And Jeremiah said. The word of the Lord 
came imto me, saying, Behold, Hanameel the 
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son of Shallum thine vincle shall come imto 
thee^ saying^ Buy thee my field that is in 
Anathoth: for the right of redemption is 
thine to buy it. So Hanameel mine imcle’s 
son came to me in the court of the prison 
according to tiie word of the Lord^ and said 
unto me. Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in 
Anathoth, which is in the country of Benja- 
min : for the right of inheritance is thine, and 
the redemption is thine ^ buy it for thyself. 
Then I loiew that this was the word of the 
Lord, And I bought the field^ of Hanameel 
my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and 
weighed him the money, even seventeen 
shekels of silver. And I subscribed the evi- 
dence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and 
weighed him the money in the balances. So 
I took the evidence of the purchase, both 
that which was sealed according to the law 
and custom, and that which was open: and 
I gave the evidence of the purchase unto 
Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maa- 
seiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle’s 
son, and in the presence of the witnesses that 
subscribed the book of the purchase, before 
all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 
And I charged Baruch before them, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel^ Take these evidences, this evidence 
of the purchase, both which is sealed, and 
this evidence which is open; and put them 
in an earthen vessel, that they may continue 
many days. For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall be possessed again in 
this land. 

Now when I had delivered the evidence of 
the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, 
I prayed unto the Lord, saying. Ah Lord 
God! behold, thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and stretched 
out arm, and there is nothing too hard for 
thee: thou shewest lovingkindness unto 
thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of 
the fathers into the bosom of their children 
after them: the Great, the Alighty God, the 
Lord of hosts, is his name, great in coimsel, 
and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open 
upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give 
every one according to his ways, and accord- 
ing to the fruit of his doings: which hast set 
signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even 
unto this day, and in Israel, and among other 


JEREMIAH 32, 33 

men; and hast made thee a name, as at this 
day; and hast brought forth thy people Israel 
out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with 
wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with great terror; and 
hast given them this land, which thou didst 
swear to their fathers to give them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey; and they came 
in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy 
voice, neither walked in thy law; they have 
done nothing of all that thou commandedst 
them to do: therefore thou hast caused all 
this evil to come upon them: behold the 
mounts, they are come unto the city to take 
it; and the city is given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of 
the sword, and of the famine, and of the 
pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is 
come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. 
And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, 
Buy thee the field for money, and take wit- 
nesses; for the city is given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Jeremiah, saying. Behold, I am the Lord, 
the God of all fiesh: is there any thing too 
hard for me ? Therefore thus saith the Lord; 
Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take 
it: and the Chaldeans, that fight against this 
city, shall come and set fire on this city, and 
burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs 
they have offered incense unto Baal, and 
poured out drink offerings unto other gods^ 
to provoke me to anger. For the children of 
Israel and the children of Judah have only 
done evil before me from their youth: for the 
children of Israel have only provoked me to 
anger with the work of their hands, saith the 
Lord. For this city hath been to me as a 
provocation of mine anger and of my fury 
from the day that they built it even unto 
this day; that I shoiuld remove it from before 
my face, because of all the evil of the children 
of Israel and of the children of Judah, which 
they have done to provoke me to anger, they, 
their kings, their princes, their priests, and 
their prophets, and the men of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they have 
turned xmto me the back, and not the face: 
though I taught them, rising up early and 
teaching them, yet they have not hearkened 


^ The point of the story is that Jeremiah purchased a piece of land which at the time was in the occupation 
of Babylonian troops, thus giving practical proof of his faith in the prophecy he had made, that the people of 
Judah would eventually return to possess the country. 
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eousness to grow up unto David j and he 
shall execute judgment and righteousness in 
the land. In those days shall Judah be saved^ 
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is 
tlie name wherewith she shall be called^ The 
Lord our righteousness. For thus saith the 
Lord I David shall never want a man to sit 
upon the throne of the house of Israel; 
neither shall the priests the Levites want a 
man before me to offer burnt offerings^ and 
to kindle meat offerings^ and to do sacrifice 
continually. 

And the word of the Lord came unto J ere- 
miah^ saying. Thus saith the Lord; If ye can 
break my covenant of the day, and my cove- 
nant of night, and that there should not 
be day and night in their season; then may 
also my covenant be broken with David my 
servant, that he should not have a son to reign 
upon his throne; and with the Levites the 


JEREMIAH 34^ 7 

priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven 
cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the 
sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of 
David my servant, and the Levites that min- 
ister unto me. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah, saying, Considerest thou not what 
this people have spoken, saying, The two 
families which the Lord hath chosen, he 
hath even cast them off ? thus they have de- 
spised my people, that they should be no 
more a nation before them. Thus saith the 
Lord; If my covenant be not witli day and 
night, and if I have not appointed the ordin- 
ances of heaven and earth; then will I east 
away the seed of Jacob, and David my serv- 
ant, so that I will not take any of his seed to 
be rulers over tlie seed of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to 
return, and have mercy on them. 


THE SUFFERING SERVANT OF GOD 

DISCREDITED, MISUNDERSTOOD, AND PERSECUTED 

JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 34, i— 39. i8 

Although all suffering is hard to bear^ it is intensified when inflicted by those we lot 
When it is imposed because we have made a stand for what is right and^ in seeking 
help others^ we have had our motives discredited and misjudged:^ it is almost unbearable 
This was Jeremiah^ s misfortune. It was part of the service he was called upon to render 
to his God^ and nobly was it given. At such times^ it not infrequently happens^ God sus- 
tains the sufferer through the hands of strangers. Our sorrows are brightened and relieved 
from unexpected quarters. To our surprise we often find that people^ by the world 
despised^ are — like the Ethiopian in this story — honoured servants of the Most High. 


word which came unto Jere- 
I miah from the Lord, when Nebu- 
1 chadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
JL. all his army, and all the kingdoms 
of the earth of his dominion, and all the 
people, fought against Jerusalem, and against 
all the cities thereof, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel; Go and speak to 
Zedekiah king of Judah, and tefi him, Thus 
saith the Lord; Behold, I will give this city 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall burn it with fire : and thou shaft not 
escape out of iiis hand, but shaft surely be 
taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine 
eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth 


to mouth, and thou shaft go to Babylon, 
hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah kin 
of Judah; Thus saith the Lord of the< 
Thou shait not die by the sword: but 
shalt die in peace: and with the burnings o; 
thy fathers, the former kings which were be- 
fore thee, so shall they burn odours for thee, 
and they will lament thee, saying. Ah lord ! for 
I have pronounced the word, saith the Lo 
Then Jeremiah the prophet sjpake all th 
words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Je 
Salem, when the king of Babylon’s ar 
fought against Jerusalem, and against aU 
cities of Judah that were left, against Lachi 




JEREMIAH 36 , 10 

Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of even imto this day. It may be that the house 
the army of the Chaldeans, andfor fear of the of Judah will hear all the evil which I pur- 
army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jeru- pose to do unto themj that they may return 
sai^. every man from his evil way; that I may for- 

Then came the word of the Lord unto give their iniquity and their sin. 

Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men 

of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, THE SACRED SCROLL Ter. 36 , 4-32 
Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to 

my words? saith the Lord. The words of interesting account of the beginning of 

Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he com- "tvritten prophecy together with the closing verse^ 

manded his sons not to drink wine, are per- ^ There were added besides many like words^^ 
formed; for unto this day they drink none, helps us to understand the complexity of these 
but obey their father's commandment: not- prophetic books. The writings were fragment^ 
withstanding I have spoken imto you, rising gradually assembled. In the case of 

early and speaking; but ye hearkened not This book there was first of all the scroll that 
unto me. I have sent also unto you ail my Baruch wrote at Jeremiah^ s dictation; then^ 
servants tlie prophets, rising up early and probably ^ his own memoirs of the Prophet 

sending them, saying, Return ye now every added:, and afterwards the Tike words^ 

man from his evil way, and amend your do- ^Ther writers. To-day:, through Biblical 

ings, and go not after other gods to serve scholarships we are able to distinguish the dif- 

them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I f^rent strands of narrative as we go through 
have given to you and to your fathers : but ye The hook. 
have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened 



JEREMIAH 36, ii 

When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the 
son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book 
all the words of the Lord, then he went down 
into tlie king’s house, into the scribe’s 
chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, 
even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the 
son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of 
Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, 
and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all 
the princes. Then Michaiah declared unto 
them all the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the 
people. Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi 
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, 
the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying. Take 
in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read 
in the ears of the people, and come. So Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah took the roll in his 
hand, and came unto them. And they said 
unto him. Sit down now, and read it in our 
ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. Now 
it came to pass, when they had heard all the 
words, they were afraid both one and other, 
and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the 
king of aU these words. And they asked Bar- 
uch, saying. Tell us now, How didst thou 
write all these words at his mouth? Then 
Baruch answered them, He pronounced aE 
these words unto me with his mouth, and I 
wrote them with ink in the book. Then said 
the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou 
and Jeremiahi and let no man know where 
ye be.; 

And they Went in to the king into the court, 
but they laid up the roil in the chamber of 
Eiishaina the scribe, and told all the words in 
the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi 
to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Eli- 
shamathe scribe’s chamber. And Jehudiread 
it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all 
the princes which stood beside the king. 
Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the 
ninth month: and there was a fire on the 
hearth burning before him. And it came to 
pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four 
leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast 
it into the fire that was on the hearth, until 
all the roll was consumed in the fire that was 
on the hearth. Yet they were not afraid, nor 
rent their garments, neither the king, nor 
any of his servants that heard all these words. 
Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gem- 
ariah had made intercession to the king 
that he would not burn the roll : but he would 
not hear them. But the king commanded 
J eralimeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah 


the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of 
Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jere- 
miah the prophet: but the Lord liid them. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jere- 
miah, after that the king had burned the roll, 
and the words which Baruch wrote at the 
mouth of Jeremiah, saying. Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it all the former 
words that were in the first roll, which Je- 
hoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And 
thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast burned this 
roll, saying. Why hast thou written therein, 
saying. The king of Babylon shall certainly 
come and destroy tliis land, and shall cause 
to cease from thence man and beast? There- 
fore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David: and his dead body shall be 
cast out in the day to the heat, and in tiie 
night to the frost. And I will punish him and 
his seed and his servants for their iniquity; 
and I will bring upon them, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men 
of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them; but they hearkened not. Then 
took Jeremiah anotlier roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who 
wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all 
the words of the book which Jehoiakim king 
of Judah had burned in the fire: and there 
were added besides unto them many like 
words. 

The Prophet ImpYisoned 

And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoi- 
akim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon made king in the land of Judah. But 
neither he, nor his servants, nor the people 
of the land, did hearken unto the words of 
the Lord, which he spake by the prophet 
Jeremiah. 

And Zedekiah the Idng sent Jehucal the 
son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, Pray now unto the Lord our God for 
us. Now Jeremiah came in and went out 
among the people: for they had not put him 
into prison. Then Pharaoh’s army was come 
forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans 
that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of 
them, they departed from Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying. Thus saith the 
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by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jere- 
miah, Put now these old cast clouts and rot- 
ten rags under thine armholes under the 
cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew 
up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out 
of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison. 

Taken before the King 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took 
Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third 
entry that is in the house of the Lord : and 
the king’ said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 
thing; hide nothing from me. Then Jere- 
miah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto 
thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? 
and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not 
hearken unto me? So Zedekiah the king 
sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying. As the 
Lord liveth, that made us this soul, I will 
not put thee to death, neither will I give thee 
into the hand of these men that seek thy life. 

Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of hosts, tiie God of 
Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto 
the king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul 
shah live, and this city shall not be burned 
with fire ; and thou shalt live, and thine house : 
but if thou wilt not go forth to the king of 
Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
they shaE burn it with fire, and thou shalt not 
escape out of their hand. And Zedekiah the 
king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the 
Jews that are faEen to the Chaldeans, lest 
they deUver me into their hand, and they 
mock me. But Jeremiah said. They shall not 
deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice 
of the Lord, which I speak unto thee: so it 
shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall 
Eve. But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the 
word that the Lord hath shewed me: and, 
behold, all the women that are left in the 
king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth 
to the tog of Babylon’s princes, and those 
women shaE say. Thy friends have set thee 
on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet 
are sunk in tlie mire, and they are turned 
away back. So they shall bring out aU thy 
wives and thy children to the Chaldeans : and 
thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but 
shalt be taken by the hand of the king of 
Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be 
burned with fire. 


Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no 
man know of these words, and thou shalt not 
die. But if the princes hear that 1 have talked 
with thee, and they come unto thee, and say 
imto thee. Declare unto us now what thou 
hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, 
and we will not put thee to death; also what 
the king said imto thee : then thou shalt say 
unto them, I presented my suppHcation be- 
fore the tog, that he would not cause me 
to return to Jonathan’s house, to die there. 
Then came aU the princes unto Jeremiah, 
and asked him : and he told them according 
to all these words that the king had com- 
manded. So they left off speaking with him; 
for the matter was not perceived. So Jere- 
miah abode in the court of the prison until 
the day that Jerusalem was taken : and he was 
there when Jerusalem was taken. 

The Fall of the City 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon and aE his army 
against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. And 
in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth 
month, the ninth day of the month, the city 
was broken up. And aE the princes of the 
king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle 
gate, even Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, 
Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, Rab- 
mag, with aE the residue of the princes of the 
tog of Babylon. 

And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah 
the king of Judah saw them, and all the men 
of war, then they fied, and went forth out of 
the city by night, by the way of the king’s 
garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: 
and he went out the way of the plain. But 
the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them, 
and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho : and when they had taken him, they 
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon to Ribkh in the land of Hamath, 
where he gave judgment upon him. Then 
the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zede- 
kiah in Riblah before liis eyes: also the king 
of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 
Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and 
bound him with chains, to carry him to Baby- 
lon. And the Chaldeans burned the king’s 
house, and the houses of the people, with 
fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
carried away captive into Babylon the rem- 
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nant of the people that remained in the city^ 
and those that fell away, that fell to him, with 
the rest of the people that remained. But 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left 
of the poor of the people, which had nothing, 
in the land of Judah, and gave them vine- 
yards and fields at the same time. 

Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard, saying. 
Take him, and look well to him, and do him 
no harmi but do unto him even as he shall 
say imto thee. So Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rab- 
saris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, and aE 
the king of Babylon’s princes; even they 
sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of 
the prison, and committed him unto Geda- 
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liah die son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
that he should carry him home: so he dwelt 
among the people. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court 
of the prison, saying. Go and speak to Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
win bring my words upon this city for evE, 
and not for good; and they shall be accom- 
plished in that day before thee. But I will 
deliver thee in that day, saith the Lord : and 
thou shalt not be given into the hand of the 
men of whom thou art afraid. For I wiE 
surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not faE by 
the sword, but thy Efe shaE be for a prey 
unto thee : because thou hast put thy trust in 
me, saith the Lord. 


THE LONE SERVANT OF GOD 
IN A FOREIGN LAND WITH POLITICAL REFUGEES 
JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 40, 1—45, 5 

Loneliness is at any time a sad experience^ hut when one is old it is harder to bear. It is 
then a heavy affliction. But what of the man of advancing years^ to whom is added the 
loss of home and country^ the dread of upstart usurpers intent onrohbery andmurder^^who 
is driven from one place to another until in the endheis compelled to spend the rest of his 
day s in a far-off foreign land? That is the picture of the Prophet we aregivenin these 
chapter S:i and yet there is not a word of complaint on his lipS:^ but only the pursuit 
of faithful service to his Lords readiness always to help any ones even those that 
despitefully use him. He stands alones a grandly impressive figures whether it is in Egypt 
we see Mms or against the smouldering ruins and devastation of his own country. Like 
a tree whose roots are deep he stands unbent and tiribroken by the storm^ 


'^HE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord, after that Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard 
had let him go from Ramah, when 
he had taken him being bound in chains 
among aE that were carried away captive of 
Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried 
away captive unto Babylon. And the captain 
of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto 
him, The Lord thy God hath pronounced 
this evil upon this place. Now the Lord 
hath brought it, and done according as he 
hath said: because ye have sinned against the 
Lord, and have not obeyed his voice, there- 
fore this thing is come upon you. And now, 
behold, I loose thee this day from the chains 


Jeremiah knew Gedaliah*s father, Ahikam, and owed his life to him. See p. 790. 


which were upon thine hand. If it seem good 
unto thee to come with me into Babylon, 
come ; and I wiE look weE unto thee : but if it 
seem iE tmto thee to come with me into 
Babylon, forbear: behold, aE the land is be- 
fore thee : whither it seemeth good and con- 
venient for thee to go, thither go. Now while 
he was not yet gone back, he said. Go back 
also to GedaEah^ the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath 
made governor over the cities of Judah, and 
dweE with him people; or go 

wheresoever it seemeth convenient unto 
thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave 
him victuals and a reward, and let him go. 
Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son 
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of Atiikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him 
among the people that were left in the 
land. 

Now when all the captains of the forces 
which were in the fields, even they and their 
men, heard that the king of Babylon had 
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikaifi governor 
in the land, and had committed imto him 
men, and women, and children, and of the 
poor of the land, of them that were not 
carried away captive to Babylon; then they 
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jona- 
than the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son 
of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a 
Maachathite, they and their men. And Ged- 
aliah the son of Ahikara the son of Shaphan 
sware unto them and to their men, saying. 
Fear not to serve the Chaldeans : dwell in the 
land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it 
shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I 
will dwell at Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, 
which will come unto us: but ye, gather ye 
wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put 
them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities 
that ye have taken. Likewise when all the 
Jews that were in Moab, and among the Am- 
monites, and in Edom, and that were in aU 
the countries, heard that the king of Babylon 
had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had 
set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan; even all the Jews re- 
turned out of aU places whither they were 
driven, and came to the land of Judah, to 
Gedaliah, tinto Mizpah, and gathered wine 
and summer fruits very much. 

The Prophefs Friend Murdered 

Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces that were in the 
fields, came to GedaHah to Mizpah, and said 
unto him. Dost thou certainly know that 
BaaHs the king of the Ammonites hath sent 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed 
them not. Then Johanan the son of Kareah 
spake to GedaHah in Mizpah secretly, saying, 
Let me go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know 
it: wherefore should he sky thee, that all the 
Jews which are gathered unto thee should be 
scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto 
Johanan the ^on of Kareah, Thou shalt not 


do this thing: for thou speakest falsely of 
Ishmael. 

Now it came to pass in the seventh month, 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of 
Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes 
of the king, even ten men with him, came 
unto GedaHah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; 
and there they did eat bread together in Miz- 
pah. Then arose Ishmael the son of Ne- 
thaniah, and the ten men that were with him, 
and smote GedaHah the son of Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew 
him, whom the king of Babylon had made 
governor over the land. Ishmael also slew all 
the Jews that were with him, even with Geda- 
Hah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, and the men of war. 

The People Scattered 

And it came tg pass the second day after 
he had slain GedaHah, and no man knew it, 
that there came certain from Shechem, from 
Sliiioh, and from Samaria, even fourscore 
men, having their beards shaven, and their 
clothes rent, and having cut themselves, 
with offerings and incense in their hand, 
to bring them to the house of the Lord. 
And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went 
forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping 
aU along as he went: and it came to pass, as 
he met them, he said unto them. Come to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And it was so, 
when they came into the midst of the city, 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, 
and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, 
and the men that were with him. But ten 
men were found among them that said unto 
Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures 
in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of 
oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew 
them not among their bretloren. Now the 
pit wherein Islimael had cast aU the dead 
bodies of the men, whom he had skin be- 
cause of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king 
had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: 
and Islimael the son of Nethaniah fiUed it 
with them that were slain. Then Ishmael 
carried away captive all the residue of the 
people that were In Mizpah, even the king’s 
daughters, and all the people that remained 
in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard had committed to GedaHah the 
son of Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive, and 
departed to go over to the Ammonites. 
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But when Johanan the son of Kareah^ and 
all the captains of the forces that were with 
hinij heard of all the evil that Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah had done, tlien they took 
all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the 
great waters that are in Gibeon. Now it came 
to pass, that when all the people which were 
with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, 
and all the captains of the forces that were 
with him, then they were glad. So all the 
people that Ishmael had carried away captive 
from Mizpah cast about and returned, and 
went unto Johanan the son of Kareah, But 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from 
Johanan with eight men, and went to the 
Ammonites, Then took Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and ail the captains of the forces that 
were with him, all the remnant of the people 
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he 
had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even 
mighty men of war, and the women, and the 
children, and the eunuchs, whom he had 
brought again from Gibeon: and they de- 
parted, and dwelt in the habitation of Ghim- 
ham, which is by Beth-lehem, to go to enter 
into Egypt, because of the Chaldeans: for 
they were afraid of them, because Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon 
made governor in the land. 

The Prophet Consulted 

Then all the captains of the forces, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the 
son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the 
least even unto the greatest, came near, and 
said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we be- 
seech thee, our supplication be accepted be- 
fore thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy 
God, even for all this remnant; (for we are 
left but a few of many, as thine eyes do be- 
hold us:) that the Lord thy God may shew 
us the way wherein we may walk, and the 
thing that we may do. Then Jeremiah the 
prophet said unto them, I have heard you; 
behold, I will pray xmto the Lord your God 
according to your words ; and it shall come to 
pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shaU 
answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will 
keep nothing back from you. Then they said 
to Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful 
witness between us, if we do not even accord- 
ing to all things for the which the Lord thy 
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God shall send thee to us. Whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the 
voice of the Lord our God, to whom we send 
thee; that it may be well with us, when we 
obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

And it came to pass after ten days, that the 
word of tlae Lord came unto J er emiah. Then 
called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces which were with 
him, and all the people from the least even to 
the greatest, and said unto them. Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, unto whom ye 
sent me to present your supplication before 
him; If ye will still abide in this land, then 
will I build you, and not pull you down, and 
I will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I 
repent me of the evil that I have done unto 
you. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of 
whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, 
saith the Lord: for I am with you to save you, 
and to deliver you from his hand. And I will 
shew mercies imto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and cause you to return to 
your own land. But if ye say. We will not 
dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of 
the Lord your God, saying. No; but we will 
go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see 
no war, nor hear the soxmd of the trumpet, 
nor have hunger of bread; and there will we 
dwell: and now therefore hear the word of 
the Lord, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; If ye 
wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt:, and 
go to sojourn there; then it shall come to 
pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall 
overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and 
the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shah 
foUow close after you there in Egypt; and 
there ye shall die. So shall it be with all the 
men tJiat set their faces to go into Egypt to 
sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by 
the fainine, and by the pestito and none 
of tliem shah remain or escape from the evil 
that I wiU bring upon them. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath 
been poured forth upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; so shaU my fury be poured forth 
upon you, when ye shaU enter into Egypt: 
and ye shall be an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye 
shaU see this place no more. The Lord hath 
said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; 
Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that 
I have admonished you this day . For ye dis- 
sembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto 
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the Lord your Godj saying, Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God; and according unto all 
that the Lord our God shall say, so declare 
unto us, and we will do it. And now I have 
tills day declared it to you; but ye have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor 
any thing for the which he hath sent me unto 
you. Now therefore know certainly that ye 
shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by 
the pestilence, in the place whither ye desire 
to go and to sojourn. 

The Flight to Egypt 

And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah 
had made an end of speaking unto all the 
people all the words of the Lord their God, 
for which the Lord their God had sent him 
to them, even all these words, then spake 
Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, 
saying imto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: 
the Lord our God hath not sent thee to say. 
Go not into Egypt to sojourn there : but Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, 
and carry us away captives into Babylon. So 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the cap- 
tains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed 
not the voice of the Lord, to dwell in the 
land of Judah. But Johanan the son of Ka- 
reah, and aU the captains of the forces, took 
all the remnant of Judah, that were returned 
from all nations, whither they had been 
driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; even 
men^ and women, and children, and the 
king’s daughters, and every person that Neb- 
uzar-adan the captain of the guard had left 
with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Bar- 
uch the son of Neriah. So they came into 
the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord: thus came they even to 
Tahpanhes. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying. Take great 
stones in thine hand, and iiide them in the 
clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of 
Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight 
of the men of Judah; and say unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebu- 


pavilion over them. And when he cometh, 
he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver 
such as are for death to death; and such as 
are for captivity to captivity; and such as are 
for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle 
a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and 
he shall burn them, and carry them away 
captives : and he shall array himself with the 
land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his 
garment; and he shall go forth from thence 
in peace. He shall break also the images of 
Beth-shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; 
and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians 
shall he burn with fire. 


The word that came to Jeremiah concern- 
ing all the Jews which dwell in the land of 
Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tah- 
panhes, and at Noph, and in the country of 
Pathros, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen aH the 
evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and 
upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, 
this day they are a desolation, and no man 
dweUeth therein, because of their wicked- 
ness which they have committed to provoke 
me to anger, in that they went to burn in- 
cense, and to serve other gods, whom they 
knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers. 
Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the 
prophets, rising early and sending them, say- 
ing, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I 
hate. But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear to turn from their wickedness, to 
burn no incense unto other gods. Wherefore 
my fury and mine anger was poured forth, 
and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted 
and desolate, as at this day. Therefore now 
thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Wherefore commit ye this 
great evil against your souls, to cut off from 
you man and woman, child and suckHng, out 
of Judah, to leave you none to remain; in 
that ye provoke me unto wrath with the 
works of your hands, burning incense unto 
other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye 
be gone to dwell, that ye might cut your- 
selves off, and that ye might be a curse and 
a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 
Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your 
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MANY LANDS RECEIVE COMPANIES OF REFUGEES 

Another page in the Book of God comes to life, to remind us that the homele^ 
people seeking refuge in a foreign land are remembered by God, and that the 
solution of the problems arising from their unhappy condition is a matter cf vital 
concern, to xohich His servants must seriously apply themselves. 


ness of your wives, which they have com- 
mitted in the land of Judah, and in the streets 
of Jerusalem? They are not himbled even 
unto this day, neither have they feared, nor 
walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I 
set before you and before your fathers. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will set my face 
against you for evil, and to cut off all Judah. 
And I will take the remnant of Judah, that 
have set their faces to go into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there, and they shall all be 
consumed, and faU in the land of Egypt; they 


shaU even be consumed by the sword and by 
the famine : they shall die, from the least even 
tinto the greatest, by the sword and by the 
famine I and they shall be an execration, and 
an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. 
For I will punish them that dwell in the land 
of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pesti- 
lence : so that none of the remnant of Judah, 
which are gone into the land of Egypt to so- 
journ there, shall escape or remain, that they 
should return into the land of Judah, to the 
which they have a desire to return to dwell 







I N G O D’S S E R V I C E 

THE PROPHET HAS A MESSAGE FOR THE WORLD 

JEREMIAH CHAPTERS 46, i— 51, 64 

In these pages each nation has its own message from God; specially addressed to it^ and 
suited to its character as revealed in its history. It is not possible:^ so long after the 
events^ to feel the force of all the references and allusions which the Prophet makes to 
the situation in his day^ buU judging from their dogmatic tone^ they must have had a 
basis in fact and have been uttered with considerable point. The thought that keeps 
recurring to our minds as we read the paragraphs is not the doom that befell these ancient 
people but the fate that in God^s judgement awaits the nations of to-^day. 

THE word of the Lord which came to Jere- daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use 
miah the prophet against the Gentiles^ many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured. 

The nations have heard of thy shame;, and 
thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty 
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come upon thee, and he shall destroy thy 
strong holds. O inhabitant of Aroer, stand 
by the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, 
and her that escapeth, and say, What is done ? 
Moab is confounded; for it is broken down; 
howl and cry; tell ye it in Arnon, that 
Moab is spoiled, and judgment is come upon 
the plain country; upon Holon, and upon 
Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, and upon 
Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth- 
diblathaim, and upon Ririathaim, and upon 
Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon, and upon 
Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all 
the cities of the land of Moab, far or near. 
The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is 
broken, saith the Lord. 

Make ye him drunken: for he magnified 
himself against the Lord: Moab also shall 
wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in 
derision. For was not Israel a derision imto 
thee? was he found among thieves? for since 
thou spakest of him, thou skippedst for joy. 

0 ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, 
and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove 
that maketh her nest in the sides of Ae 
hole’s mouth. We have heard the pride 
of Moab, (he is exceeding proud) his 
loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, 
and the haughtiness of his heart. I know 
his wrath, saith the Lord; but it shall not 
be so; his lies shall not so effect it. There- 
fore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry 
out for all Moab; mine heart shall mourn 
fortlremenof Kir-heres. O vine of Sibmah, 

1 will weep for thee with the weeping of 
Jazer: thy plants are gone over the sea, they 
reach even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is 
fallen upon thy sununer fruits md upon thy 
vintage. And joy and gladness is taken from 
the plentiful field, and from the land of 
Moab; and I have caused wine to fail from 
the winepresses : none shall tread with shout- 
ing; their shouting shall be no shouting. 
From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, 
and even unto Jahaz, have they uttered their 
voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim, as ah 
heifer of three years old: for the waters also 
of Nimrim shall be desolate. Moreover I'toU 
cause to cease in Moab, saith the Lord, him 
that offereth in the high places, and him that 
bumeth incense to his gods. 

Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab 
like pipes, andmine heart shall sound like 
pipes for the men of Kir-heres ; because the 
riches that he hath gotten are perished. For 
every head shall be bald, and every beard 
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clipped; upon all the hands shall be cuttings, 

and upon the loins sackcloth. There shall be 
lamentation generally upon all the house- 
tops of Moab, and in the streets thereof; for 
I have broken Moab like a vessel wherein is 
no pleasure, saith the Lord. They shall 
howl, saying. How is it broken down! how 
hath Moab turned the back with shame! so 
sTiall Moab be a derision and a dismaying to 
all them about him. For thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall 
spread his wings over Moab. Kerioth is 
taken, and the strong holds are surprised, 
and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that 
day sViall be as the heart of a woman in her 
pangs. And Moab shall be destroyed from 
being a people, because he hath magnified 
himself against the Lord. Fear, and the pit, 
and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabit- 
ant of Moab, saith the Lord. He ^t fleeth 
from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he 
that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in 
the snare: for I will bring upon it, even upon 
Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the 
Lord. _ 

They that fled stood under the shadow of 
Heshbon because of the force: but a fire 
gVigll come forth out of Heshbon, and a flame 
from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour 
the corner of Moab, and the crown of the 
head of the tumultuous ones. Woe be unto 
thee, O Moab! the people of Gheinosh 
perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, 
and thy daughters captives. Yet will I bring 
again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, 
saith the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of 
Moab. 

Ammon 

Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith lie 
Lord; Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? 
why then doth their king inherit Gad, and 
his people dwell in his cities? Therefore, be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
wfll cause an alarm of war to be heard in 
Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a 
desolate heap, and her daughters shall be 
burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir 
unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord. 
Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye 
daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sack- 
cloth; lament, and run to and fro by the 
hedges; for their king shall go into captivity, 
and his priests and his princes together. 
Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, thy 
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flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that 
trusted in her treasures, saying. Who shall 
come unto me? Behold, I will bring a fear 
upon thee, saith the Lord God of hosts, from 
all those that be about thee ; and ye shall be 
driven out every man right forth^ and none 
shall gather up him that wandereth. And 
afterward I will bring again the captivity of 
the children of Ammon, saith the Lord. 

Edom 

Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is 
counsel perished from the prudent? is their 
wisdom vanished? Flee ye, turn back, dwell 
deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will 
bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the 
time that I will visit him. If grapegatherers 
come to thee, would they not leave some 
gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they 
will destroy till they have enough. But I 
have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his 
secret places, and he shall not be able to hide 
himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, 
and his neighbours, and he is not. Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive; and let thy widows trust in me. For 
thus saith the Lord; Behold, they whose 
judgment was not to drink of the cup have 
assuredly drunken ; and art thou he that shall 
altogetlier go unpunished? thou shalt not go 
unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it. 
For I have sworn by myself, saifb. the Lord, 
that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a re- 
proach, a waste, and a curse; and aU the cities 
thereof shaE be perpetual wastes. 

I have heard a rumour from the Lord, and 
an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, say- 
ing, Gather ye together, and come against 
her, and rise up to the battle. For, lo, I will 
make thee small among the heathen, and 
despised among men. Thy terribleness hath 
deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, 
O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, 
that boldest the height of the hiU; though 
thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the 
eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, 
saith the Lord . Also Edom shah be a desola- 
tion: every one that goeth by it shall be 
astonished, and shall hiss at aU the plagues 
thereof. As in the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, 
saith the Lord, no man shall abide there, 
neither shall a son of man dwell in it. Be- 
hold, he shall come up like a lion from the 


swelling of Jordan against the habitation of 
the strong : but I will suddenly make him run 
away from her: and who is a chosen man, 
that I may appoint over her? for who is like 
me? and who will appoint me the time? and 
who is that shepherd that will stand be- 
fore me? 

Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord, 
that he hath taken against Edom; and his 
purposes, that he hath purposed against the 
inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the 
flock shall draw them out: surely he shall 
make their habitations desolate with them. 
The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, 
at the cry the noise thereof was heard in the 
Red sea. Behold, he shall come up and fly as 
the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: 
and at that day shall the heart of the mighty 
men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in 
her pangs. 

Damascus 

Concerning Damascus. Hamath is con- 
foimded, and Arpad : for they have heard evil 
tidings : they are fainthearted; there is sorrow 
on the sea; it cannot be quiet. Damascus is 
waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and 
fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows 
have taken her, as a woman in travail. How 
is the city of praise not left, the city of my 
joy! Therefore her young men shall fall in 
her streets, and all the men of war shall be 
cut off in ^at day, saith the Lord of hosts. 
And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damas- 
cus, and it shall consume the palaces of Ben- 
hadad. 

Kedar 

Concerning Kedar, and concerning the 
kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the 
Lord; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil 
the men of the east. Their tents and their 
flocks shall they take away: they shall take to 
themselves their curtains, and all their 
vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry 
unto them. Fear is on every side. Flee, get 
you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of 
Hazor, saith the Lord ; for Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon hath taken cotmsel against 
you, and hath conceived a purpose against 
you. Arise, get you up unto the wealthy 
nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the 
Lord, which have neither gates nor bars. 


which dwell alone. And their camels shall be 
a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a 
spoil: and I will scatter into all winds them 
that are in the utmost corners; and I will 
bring their calamity from all sides thereof, 
saith the Lord. And Hazor shall be a dwell- 
ing for dragons, and a desolation for ever: 
there shall no man abide there, nor any son 
of man dwell in it. 

Elam 

The word of the Lord that came to Jere- 
miah the prophet against Elam in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Be- 
hold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief 
of their might. And upon Elam will I bring 
the four winds from the four quarters of 
heaven, and will scatter them toward all those 
winds; and there shall be no nation whither 
the outcasts of Elam shall not come. For I 
will cause Elam to be dismayed before their 
enemies, and before them that seek their life: 
and I will bring evil upon them, even my 
fierce anger, saith the Lord; and I will send 
the sword after them, till I have consumed 
them : and I will set my throne in Elam, and 
will destroy from thence the king and the 
princes, saith the Lord. But it shall come to 
pass in the latter days, that I will bring again 
the captivity of Elam, saith the Lord. 

Babylon 

The word that the Lord spake against 
Babylon and against the land of the Chal- 
deans by Jeremiah the prophet. 

Declare ye among the nations, and pub- 
lish, and set up a standard; publish, and con- 
ceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is con- 
founded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her 
idols are confounded, her images are broken 
in pieces. For out of the north there cometh 
up a nation against her, which shall make her 
land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: 
they shall remove, they shall depart, both 
man and beast. In those days, and in that 
time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel 
shall come, they and the children of Judah 
together, going and weeping : they shall go, 
and seek the Lord their God. They shall 
ask the way to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves 
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that 
shall not be forgotten. 
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My people hath been lost sheep : their 
shepherds have caused them to go astray, 
they have turned them away on the moimt- 
ains : they have gone from mountain to hill, 
they have forgotten their restingplace. AH 
that found them have devoured them: and 
their adversaries said, We offend not, be- 
cause they have sinned against the Lord, the 
habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope 
of their fathers. Remove out of the midst of 
Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the 
flocks. For, lo, I will raise and cause to come 
up against Babylon an assembly of great 
nations from the north country: and they 
shall set themselves in array against her; from 
thence she shall be taken : their arrows shall 
be as of a mighty expert man; none shall 
return in vain. And Chaldea shall be a spoil : 
all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the 
Lord. 

Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, 
O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye 
are grown fat as the heifer at gras s, and bellow 
as bulls; your mother shall be sore con- 
founded ; she that bare you shall be ashamed : 
behold, the hindermost of the nations shall 
be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. Be- 
cause of the wrath of the Lord it shall not be 
inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate : 
every one that goeth by Babylon shall be 
astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. Put 
yourselves in array against Babylon round 
about : all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, 
spare no arrows : for she hath sinned against 
the Lord. Shout against her round about: 
she hath given her hand : her foundations are 
fallen, her walls are thrown down: for it is 
the vengeance of the Lord: take vengeance 
upon her; as she hath done, do unto her. Cut 
off the sower from Babylon, and him that 
handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for 
fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn 
every one to his people, and they shall flee 
every one to his own land. 

Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have 
driven him away: fkst^ to king of Assyria 
hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king 
of Babylon and his land, as I have punished 
to king of Assyria. And I will bring Israel 
again to his habitation, and he shall feed on 
Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be 
satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. 
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In those days, and in that time, saith the 
LojRD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought 
for, and there shall be none; and the sins of 
Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them whom I reserve. 

Go up against the land of Merathaim, 
even against it, and against the inhabitants of 
Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them, 
saith the Lord, and do according to all that I 
have commanded thee. A sound of battle is 
in the land, and of great destruction^ How is 
the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder 
and broken ! how is Babylon become a desola- 
tion among the nations! I have laid a snare 
for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, 
and thou wast not aware : thou art found, and 
also caught, because thou hast striven against 
the Lord. The Lord hatii opened his 
armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons 
of his indignation: for this is the work of the 
Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chal- 
deans. Come against her from the utmost 
border, open her storehouses: cast her up as 
heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of 
her be left. Slay all her bullocks ; let them go 
down to the slaughter : woe unto them! for 
their day is come, the time of their visitation. 
The voice of them that flee and escape out of 
the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the 
vengeance of the Lord our God, the ven- 
geance of his temple. 

Gall together the archers against Babylon: 
all ye that bend the bow, camp against it 
round about; let none thereof escape : recom- 
pense her according to her work; according 
to all that she hath done, do unto her: for she 
hath been proud against the Lord, against 
the Holy One of Israel. Therefore shall her 
young men fall in the streets, and all her men 
of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the 
Lord. Behold, I am against thee, O thou 
most proud, saith the Lord God of hosts : for 
thy day is come, the time that I will visit 
thee. And the most proud shall stumble and 
fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will 
kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour 
all round about him. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; The children 
of Israel and the children of Judah were 
oppressed togetlier: and all that took them 
captives held them fast; they refused to let 
them go. Their Redeemer is strong; the 
Lord of hosts is his name: he shall throughly 
plead their cause, that he may give rest to the 
land, and disquiet theinliabitants of Babylon. 
A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the 


Lord, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, 
and upon her princes, and upon her wise 
men. A sword is upon the liars; and they 
shall dote: a sword is upon her mighty men; 
and they shall be dismayed. A sword is upon 
their horses, and upon their chariots, and 
upon all the mingled people that are in the 
midst of her; and they shall become as 
women: a sword is upon her treasures; and 
they shall be robbed. A drought is upon her 
waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is 
the land of graven images, and they are mad 
upon their idols. Therefore the wild beasts of 
the desert with the wild beasts of the islands 
shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell 
therein: and it shall be no more inhabited 
for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation. As God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour 
cities thereof, saith the Lord; so shall no 
man abide there, neither shall any son of 
man dwell therein. 

Behold, a people shall come from the 
north, and a great nation, and many kings 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the 
earth. They shall hold the bow and the 
lance: they are cruel, and will not shew 
mercy: their voice shall roar like the sea, and 
they shall ride upon horses, every one put in 
array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O 
daughter of Babylon. The Mng of Babylon 
hath heard the report of them, and his hands 
waxed feeble: anguish took hold of him, and 
pangs as of a woman in travail. Behold, he 
shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 
Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: but 
I win make them suddenly run away from 
her: and who is a chosen man, that I may 
appoint over her? for who is like me? and 
who will appoint me the time? and who is 
that shepherd that will stand before me? 
Therefore hear ye the counsel of the Lord, 
that he hath taken against Babylon; and his 
purposes, that he hath purposed against the 
land of the Chaldeans : Surely the least of the 
flock shall draw them out; surely he shall 
make their habitation desolate with them. 
At the noise of the taking of Babylon the 
earth is moved, and the cry is heard among 
the nations. 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise 
up against Babylon, and against them that 
dwell in the midst of them that rise up against 
me, a destroying wind; and will send unto 
Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall 
empty her land : for in the day of trouble they 



shall be against her round about. Against 
him that bendeth let the archer bend his 
bowa and against him that lifteth liimself up 
in his brigandine : and spare ye not her young 
men^ destroy ye utterly all her host. Thus 
the slain shall fall in the land of the Chal- 
deanSa and they that are thrust through in her 
streets. 

For Israel hath not been forsaken^ nor 
Judah of his God, of the Lord of hosts 5 
though their land was filled with sin against 
the Holy One of Israel. Flee out of the midst 
of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: 
be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the 
time of the Lord’s vengeance ; he will render 
unto her a recompence. Babylon hath been 
a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, that made 
all the earth drunken: the nations have 
drunken of her wine; therefore the nations 
are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and 
destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her 
pain, so be she may be healed. We would 
have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: 
forsake her, and let us go every one into his 
own country: for her judgment reacheth un- 
to heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies. 
The Lord hath brought forth our righteous- 
ness: come, and let us declare in Zion the 
work of the Lord our God. 

Make bright the arrows ; gather the shields : 
the Lord hath raised up the spirit of the 
kings of the Medes: for his device is against 
Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the ven- 
geance of the Lord, the vengeance of his 
temple. Set up the standard upon the walls 
of Babylon, make the watch strong, set up 
the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: for 
the Lord hath both devised and done that 
which he spake against the inhabitants of 
Babylon. O thou that dwellest upon many . 
waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is 
come, and the measure of thy covetousness. 
The Lord of hosts hath sworn by himself, 
saying, Surely I will fill thee with men, as 
with caterpillers; and they shall lift up a 
shout against thee. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he 
hath established the world by his wisdom, 
and hath stretched out the heaven by his un- 
derstanding. When he uttereth his voice, 
there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; 
and he causeth the vapours to ascend from 
the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings 
with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of 
his treasures. Every man is brutish by his 
knowledge; every foxmder is confounded by 


JEREMIAH 51, 32 

the graven image; for his molten image is 
falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 
They are vanity, the work of errors : in the 
time of their visitation they shall perish. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is 
the former of all things : and Israel is the rod 
of his inheritance: the Lord of hosts is his 
name. 

Thou art my battle axe and weapons of 
war : for with thee will I break in pieces the 
nations, and with thee will I destroy king- 
doms; and with thee will I break in pieces 
the horse and his rider; and with thee will I 
break in pieces the chariot and his rider; 
with thee also will I break in pieces man and 
woman; and with thee will I break in pieces 
old and young; and with thee will I break in 
pieces the young man and the maid; I will 
also break in pieces with thee the shepherd 
and his flock; and with thee will I break 
in pieces the husbandman and his yoke of 
oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces 
captains and rulers. And I will render unto 
Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea 
all their evil that they have done in Zion in 
your sight, saith the Lord. 

Behold, I am against thee, O destroying 
mountain, saith the Lord, which destroyest 
all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand 
upon thee, and roll thee down from the 
rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain. 
And they shall not take of thee a stone for a 
corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou 
shalt be desolate for ever, saith the Lord. 

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the 
trumpet among the nations, prepare the 
nations against her, call together against her 
the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ash- 
chenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause 
the horses to come up as the rough cater- 
pillers. Prepare against her the nations with 
the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, 
and all the rulers thereof, and all the land of 
his dominion. And the land shall tremble 
and sorrow: for every purpose of the Lord 
shall be performed against Babylon, to make 
the land of Babylon a desolaUGn without an 
inhabitant. The xnighty men of Babylon 
have forborn to fight, they have remained in 
their holds : their might hath failed ; they be- 
came as women : they have burned her dwell- 
ingplaces; her bars are broken. One post 
shall run to meet another, and one messenger 
to meet another, to shew the king of Babylon 
that his city is taken at one end, and that the 
passages are stopped, and the reeds they 
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have burned with fire, and the men of war 
are affrighted. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a 
threshin^oor. it is time to thresh her: yet a 
little whilcy and the time of her harvest shall 
come. Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon 
hath devoured me. he hath crushed me. he 
hath made me an empty vessel, he hath 
swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled 
his belly with my delicates. he hath cast me 
out. The violence done to me and to my 
flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant 
of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabit- 
ants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord ; Behold. I will plead 
thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and 
I will dry up her sea. and make her springs 
dry. And Babylon shall become heaps, a 
dwellingpiace for dragons, an astonishment, 
and an hissing, without an inhabitant. They 
shah roar together like lions: they shall yell as 
lions’ whelps. In their heat I will make their 
feasts, and I will make them drunken, that 
they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, 
and not wake, saith the Lord. I will bring 
them down like lambs to the slaughter, like 
rams with he goats. 

How is Sheshach taken! and how is the 
praise of the whole earth surprised! how is 
Babylon become an astonishment among the 
nations! The sea is come up upon Babylon: 
she is covered with the multitude of the 
waves thereof. Her cities are a desolation, a 
dryland, and a wilderness, aland wherein no 
man dweiieth. neither doth any son of man 
pass thereby. And I will punish Bel in 
Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his 
mouth that which he hath swallowed up : and 
the nations shall not flow together any more 
imto him : yea. the wail of Babylon shall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her. 
and deliver ye every man his soul from the 
fierce anger of the Lord. And lest your 
heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour that 
shall be heard in the land; a rumour shall 
come one year, and after that in another 


come unto her from the north, saith the Lord. 
As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to 
fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the ' 
earth. 

Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, 
stand not still: remember the Lord afar off. 
and let Jerusalem come into your mind. We 
are confounded, because we have heard re- 
proach: shame hath covered our faces: for 
strangers are come into the sanctuaries of 
the Lord’s house. Wherefore, behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will do 
judgment upon her graven images: and 
through all her land the wounded shall groan. 
Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, 
and though she should fortify the height of 
her strength, yet from me shall spoilers come 
unto her. saith the Lord. 

A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, 
and great destruction from the land of the 
Chaldeans: because the Lord hath spoiled 
Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great 
voice; when her waves do roar like great 
waters, a noise of their voice is uttered: be- 
cause the spoiler is come upon her. even upon 
Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, 
every one of their bows is broken: for the 
Lord God of recompences shaU surely re- 
quite. And" I will make drunk her princes, 
and her wise men. her captains, and her 
rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith 
the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The broad 
walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and 
her high gates shall be burned with fire; and 
the people shall labour in vain, and the folk 
in the fire, and they shall be weary. 

Seraiah 

The word which Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded Seraiah^ the son of Neriah. the 
son of Maaseiah. when he went with Zede- 
kiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the 
fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah 
was a quiet prince. So Jeremiah wrote in 
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vessels was without weight. And concerning 
the pillars, the height of one pillar was 
eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits 
did compass it; and the thickness thereof was 
four fingers : it was hollow. And a chapiter 
of brass was upon it; and the height of one 
chapiter was five cubits, with network and 
pomegranates upon the chapiters round 
about, all of brass. The second pillar also 
and the pomegranates were like unto these. 
And there were ninety and six pomegranates 
on a side; and aU the pomegranates upon the 
network were an hundred round about. 

The People taken Captive 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second 
priest, and the tliree keepers of the door: he 
took also out of the city an eunuch, which 
had the charge of the men of war; and seven 
men of them that were near the king^s per- 
son, which were found in the city; and the 
principal scribe of the host, who mustered 
the people of the land; and threescore men of 
the people of the land, that were found in the 
midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard took them, and brought 
them to the king of Babylon to Riblah, And 
the king of Babylon smote them, and put 
them to deatli in Riblah in the land of 


Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away cap- 
tive out of his own land. 

This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar 
carried away captive : in the seventh year 
three thousand Jews and three and twenty: 
in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he 
carried away captive from Jerusalem eight 
hundred thirty and two persons : in the three 
and twentiethyear of Nebuchadrezzar Nebu- 
zar-adan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty 
and five persons: all the persons were four 
thousand and six hundred. 

The Captive King 

And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the 
five and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the first 
year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoi- 
achin king of Judah, and brought him forth 
out of prison, and spake kindly unto him, 
and set his throne above the throne of the 
kings that were with him in Babylon, and 
changed his prison garments: and he did 
continually eat bread before him all the days 
of his life. And for his diet, there was a con- 
tinual diet given him of the king of Babylon, 
every day a portion until the day of his death, 
ail the days of his life. 
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LAMENTATIONS 


A SANCTUARY IN VERSE DEDICATED BY A NATION 


These five poems^ in the Hebrew^ have the highest literary quality. Poems of this 
character^ showing in their structure the dignity of design and the finish of perfect work-- 
mamhip^ are not written in a day^ nor produced solely for the writers benefit. Generally^ 
they are prepared with a view to their public service. They are the noble monuments of 
a nation^ s spirit^ the shrines its poets built for the soul of man. Often enough they rise 
from the ruins of disaster^ as these arose on the fall of Jerusalem^ but it is not as memo- 
rials of historic events that they have value. The circumstance that gives the poem its 
theme is secondary. What really moves the poet is the quenchless^ living human spirit 
that the circumstance brings to lights and it is to enshrine ihat^ exalt it^ and minister to 
iti that he makes his poem like unto a sanctuary; and^ we may add^ as we read these 
poemsof Lamentations^ like unto a sanctuary on Remembrance Day. 
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"OW doth the city sit solitary^ that 
was full of peoplel 
How is she become as a widow! 

. She that was great among the 
nations^ and princess among tlie provinces. 

How is she become tributary! 

She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears 
are on her cheeks : 

Among all her lovers she hath none to com- 
fort her: 

All her friends have dealt treacherously with 
her. 

They are become her enemies . 

Judah is gone into captivity because of afflic- 
tion, and because of great servitude : 

She dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth 
no rest: 

All her persecutors overtook her between the 
straits. 

The ways of Zion do mourn, because none 
come to the solemn feasts : 

All her gates are desolate: her priests sigh. 

Her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitter- 

■■ ness. ■ ' 

Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies 
prosper; 

For the Lokd hath afflicted her for the multi- 
tude of her transgressions : 

Her children are gone into captivity before 
the enemy. 

And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty 
is departed: 


Her princes are become like harts that find 
no pasture. 

And they are gone without strength before 
the pursuer, 

Jerusalem remembered in the days of her 
afOiction and of her miseries 

All her pleasant things that she had in the 
days of old. 

When her people fell into the hand of the 
enemy, and none did help her; 

The adversaries saw her, and did mock at.her 
sabbaths. 

Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore 
she is removed: 

All that honoured her despise her, because 
they have seen her nakedness : 

Yea, she sigheth, and tumeth backward. 

Her filthiness is in her skirts^ she remember- 
eth not her last end; 

Therefore she came down wonderfully: she 
had no comforter. 

O Lord, behold my affliction: for the enemy 
hath magnified himself. 

The adversary hath spread out his hand 
upon all her pleasant things; 

For she hath seen that the heathen entered 
into her sanctuary. 

Whom thou didst command that they should 
not enter into thy congregation. 

Ail her people sigh, they seek bread; 

They have given tiieir pleasant things for 
meat to relieve the soul: 


TO THE REMEMBRANCE OP A COMMON SORROW 
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LAMENTATIONS 1 , ii 

See, O Lord, and consider 5 for I am become 
vile. 

Is it nothing to yon, all ye that pass by? 

Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done unto me. 

Wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the 
day of his fierce anger. 

From above hath he sent fire into my bones, 
and it prevaileth against them: 

He hath spread a net for my feet, he hath 
turned me back: 

He hath made me desolate and faint all the 
day. 

The yoke of my transgressions is bound by 
his hand: 

They are wreathed, and come up upon my 
neck: he hath made my strength to fall. 

The Lord hath delivered me into their 
hands, from whom I am not able to rise up. 

The Lord hath trodden under foot all my 
mighty men in the midst of me : 

He hath called an assembly against me to 
crush my young men: 

The Lord hath trodden the virgin, the 
daughter of Judah, as in a winepress. 

For these things I weep^ mine eye, mine eye 
runneth down with water, 

Because the comforter that should relieve my 
soul is far from me: 

My children are desolate, because the enemy 
prevailed. 

Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is 
none to comfort her: 

The Lord hath commanded concerning 
Jacob, that his adversaries should be round 
about him: 

Jerusalem is as a menstruous woman among 
them. 

The Loro is righteous 5 for I have rebelled 
against his commandment : 

Hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my sorrow: 

My virgins and my young men are gone 
into captivity. 

I called for my lovers, but they deceived 
nie: 

My priests and mine elders gave up the 
ghost in the city. 

While they sought their meat to relieve their 
souls. 

Behold, O Lord; for I am in distress: my 
bowels are troubled; 

Mine heart is turned within me; for I have 
grievously rebelled: 

Abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there 
is as death. 


They have heard that I sigh : there is none to 
comfort me: 

All mine enemies have heard of my trouble; 

they are glad that thou hast done it: 

Thou wilt bring tlie day that thou hast called, 
and they shall be like unto me. 

Let all their wickedness come before thee; 
And do unto them, as thou hast done unto 
me for all my transgressions: 

For my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

POEM TWO Lam, 2 , 1-22 

Who but a poet could take such scenes as are 
described in these first two poems and cause 
them to awaken in our hearts and minds the 
besty and not the worsts thoughts and feelings^ 

H OW hath the Lord covered the 
daughter of Zion with a cloud 
in his anger. 

And cast down from heaven unto 
the earth the beauty of Israel, 

And remembered not his footstool in the day 
of his anger! 

The Lord hath swallowed up all the habita- 
tions of Jacob, and hath not pitied: 

He hath thrown dovm in his wrath the strong 
holds of the daughter of Judah; 

He hath brought them down to the ground: 
He hath polluted the kingdom and the 
princes thereof. 

He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn 
of Israel: 

He hatli drawn back his right hand from 
before the enemy. 

And he burned against Jacob like a flaming 
fire, which devoureth roxmd about. 

He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he 
stood with liis right hand as an adversary. 
And slew all that were pleasant to the eye 
In the tabernacle M the daughter of Zion : he 
poured out his fury like fire. 

The Lord was as an enemy: he hath swal- 
lowed up Israel, 

He hath swallowed up all her palaces: he 
hath destroyed liis strong holds. 

And hath increased in the daughter of Judah 
mourning and lamentation. 

And he hath violently taken away his taber- 
nacle, as if it were of a garden: 

He hath destroyed his places of the assembly : 
The Loro hath caused the solemn feasts and 
sabbatlis to be forgotten in Zion, 

And hath despised in the indignation of his 
anger the king and the priest. 
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LAMENTATIONS 3, 4 

My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he 
hath broken my bones. 

He hath builded against me^ and compassed 
me with gall and travail. 

He hath set me in dark places^ as they that be 
dead of old. 

He hath hedged me about^ that I cannot get 
out: he hath made my chain heavy. 

Also when I cry and shouts he shutteth out 
my prayer. 

He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone^ 
he hath made my paths crooked. 

He was unto me as a bear lying in wait^ and 
as a lion in secret places. 

He hath turned aside my ways^ and pulled 
me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. 

He hath bent his bow^ and set me as a mark 
for the arrow. 

He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to 
enter into my reins. 

I was a derision to all my people; and their 
song all the day. 

He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath 
made me drunken with wormwood. 

He hath also broken my teeth with gravel 
stones, he hath covered me with ashes. 

And thou hast removed my soul far off from 
peace: I forgat prosperity. 

And I said, My strength and my hope is 
perished from the Lord: 

Remembering mine afiiiction and my misery, 
the wormwood and the gaU. 

My soul hath them still in remembrance, and 
is humbled in me. 

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I 
hope. 

It is of the Lord^s mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail 
not. 

They are new every morning: great is thy 


he Lord is my portion, saith 
therefore will I hope in him. 



He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because 
he hath borne it upon him. 

He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be 
there may be hope. 

He giveth hds cheek to him that smiteth him : 
he is filled full with reproach. 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever: 

But though he cause grief, yet will he have 
compassion according to the multitude of 
his mercies. 

For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve 
the children of men. 

To crush under his feet all the prisoners of 
the earth. 

To turn aside the right of a man before the 
face of the most High, 

To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord 
approveth not. 

Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, 
when the Lord commandeth it not? 

Out of the mouth of the most High proceed- 
eth not evil and good? 

Wherefore doth a living man complain, a 
man for the punishment of his sins? 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord. 

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto 
God in the heavens. 

We have transgressed and have rebelled; 
thou hast not pardoned. 

Thou hast covered with anger, and per- 
secuted us; thou hast slain, thou hast not 
pitied. 

Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that 
our prayer should not pass through. 

Thou hast made us as the offscouring and 
refuse in the midst of the people. 

All our enemies have opened their mouths 
against us. 

Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation 
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LAMENTATIONS 4 , 17 

In our watching we have watched for a 
nation that could not save us. 

They hunt our stepsj that we cannot go in 
our streets: 

Our end is near^ our days are fulfilled j for 
our end is come. 

Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles 
of the heaven: 

They pursued us upon the mountains, they 
laid wait for us in the wilderness. 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of 
the Lord, was taken in their pits. 

Of whom we said. Under his shadow we 
shall live among the heathen. 

Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, 
that dwellest in the land of Uz; 

The cup also shall pass through unto thee: 
thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make 
thyself naked. 

The punishment of thine iniquity is accom- 
plished, O daughter of Zion ; 

He will no more carry thee away into cap- 
tivity: 

He will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of 
Edom^ 

He will discover thy sins. 

POEM FIVE Lam. 5 , 1-22 

The poet hecomes priest; praying for his people 

who are overwhelmed by despair. 



Our houses t 
We are orphj 
Our mothers 


We 


Our wood is sold unto us. 

Our necks are under persecution: 

We labour, and have no rest. 

We have given the hand to the Egyptians, 
And to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with 
bread. 

Our fathers have sinned, and are not; 

And we have borne their iniquities. 

Servants have ruled over us : 

There is none that doth deliver us out of 
their hand. 

We gat our bread with the peril of our lives 
Because of the sword of the wilderness. 

Our skin was black Hke an oven 
Because of the terrible famine. 

They ravished the women in Zion, 

And the maids in the cities of Judah. 
Princes are hanged up by their hand: 

The faces of elders were not honoured. 
They took the yotmg men to grind. 

And the children fell under the wood. 

The elders have ceased from the gate. 

The young men from their musick. 

The joy of our heart is ceased; 

Our dance is turned into mourning. 

The crown is fallen from our head: 

Woe unto us, that we have sinned! 

For this our heart is faint; 

For these things our eyes are dim. 

Because of the mountain of Zion, which is 


desolate. 

The foxes walk upon it. 





EZEKIEL U 13 

out of the fire went forth lightning. And the 
living creatures ran and returned as the 
appearance of a flash of lightning. 

Now as I beheld the living creatures, 
behold one wheel upon the earth by the 
living creatures, with his four faces. The 
appearance of the wheels and their work was 
like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four 
had one likeness: and their appearance and 
their work was as it were a wheel in the 
middle of a wheel. When they went, they 
went upon their four sides : and they turned 
not when they went. As for their rings, they 
were so high that they were dreadful, and 
their rings were full of eyes round about 
them four. And when the living creatures 
went, the wheels went by them: and when 
the living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up. Whither- 
soever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 
was their spirit to goj and the wheels were 
lifted up over against them : for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. When 
those went, these went; and when those 
stood, these stood; and when those were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were 
lifted up over against them : for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. 

And the likeness of the firmament upon 
the heads of the living creature was as the 
colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth 
over their heads above. And under the fir- 
mament were their wings straight, the one 
toward the other : every one had two, which 
covered on this side, and every one had two, 
which covered on that side, their bodies. And 
when they went, I heard the noise of their 
wings, like the noise of great waters, as the 
voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, 
as the noise of an host : when they stood, 
they let down their wings. And there was a 
voice from the firmament that was over their 
heads, when they stood, and had let down 
their wings. 

And above the firmament that was over 
their heads was the likeness of a throne, 
as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and 
upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness 
as the appearance of a man above upon it. And 
I saw as the colour of amber, as the appear- 
ance of fixe round about within it, from the 
appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even down- 
ward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, 
and it had brightness rotmd about. As the 
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in 


the day of rain, so was the appearance of 
the brightness round about. This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of 
the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon 
my face, and I heard a voice of one that 
spake. 

THE PROPHET’S STYLE. Ezek 2 , i— 3 , 27 

EzekiePs message is not difficult to understand^ 
if we are content to concentrate on its main 
features; but the form in which it is given 
often passes the comprehension of ordinary 
people. The Prophet himself ^ at times^ seems 
to have realized^ when he was attempting to 
describe his visions^ that they were beyond da- 
scriptiony sayingy it was ^the likeness offi this or 
that. As for his remarkable experiences y and 
his strange behaviour y they seemy so far as we 
can judgey to have been associated with some 
form of ecstasys or trance. It is difficult to 
account for them in any other way. Speaking 
of these occasions y he says ^The hand of the 
Lord fell upon me^y and beyond that we need 
not go. But let us not miss in this first vision 
the revelation of divine watchfulness and 
energy. 

And he said tmto me. Son of man, stand 
upon thy feet, and I will speak imto thee. 
And the spirit entered into me when he 
spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, 
that I heard him that spake unto me. And 
he said unto me. Son of man, I send thee to 
the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation 
that hath rebelled against me : they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me, even 
unto this very day. For they are impudent 
children and stiffhearted. I do send thee 
unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God. And they, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet 
shall know that there hath been a prophet 
among them. And thou, son of man, be not 
afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
words, though briers and thorns be with thee, 
and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not 
afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 
And thou shalt speak my words imto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear: for they are most rebellious. 

But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto 
thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebel- 
lious house: open thy mouth, and eat that 
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I give thee. And when I looked^ behold^ an 
hand was sent unto me; and, lo^ a roll of a 
book was therein; and he spread it before 
me; and it was written within and without: 
and there was written therein lamentations^ 
and mournings and woe. Moreover he said 
tinto mcs Son of man, eat that thou findest; 
eat this rolls and go speak unto the house of 
Israel. So I opened my mouth;, and he 
caused me to eat that roll. And he said tmto 
me:, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and 
fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. 
Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as 
honey for sweetness. 

And he said imto me, Son of man, go, get 
thee unto the house of Israel, and speak witii 
my words unto them. For thou art not sent 
to a people of a strange speech and of an hard 
language, but to the house of Israel; not to 
many people of a strange speech and of an 
hard language, whose words thou canst not 
understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, 
they would have hearkened unto thee. But 
the house of Israel wiU not hearken unto 
thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for 
ah the house of Israel are impudent and 
hardhearted. Behold, I have made thy face 
strong against tlieir faces, and thy forehead 
strong against their foreheads. As an ada- 
mant harder than flint have I made thy fore- 
head: fear them not, neither be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a rebellious 
house. Moreover he said unto me. Son of 
man, ah my words that I shall speak uiito 
thee receive in thine heart, and hear with 
thine ears. And go, get thee to them of the 
captivity, unto the children of thy people, 
and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus 
saith the Lord God ; whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear. 

Then tlte spirit took me up^ and I heard 
behind me a voice of a great rushing, say- 
ing, Blessed be the glory of the Lord from his 
place. I heard also the noise of the wings of 
the living creatures that touched one another, 
and the noise of the wheels oyer against 
them, and a noise of a great rushing. So the 
spirit Hfted me up, and took me away, and 
I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit ; 
but the hand of the Lord was strong upon 
me. Then I came to them of the captivity at 
Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Ghebar, 
and I sat where they sat, and remained there 
astonished among them seven days. 


EZEKIEL 3 , 27 

The Prophet as Watchman 

And it came to pass at the end of seven 
days, that the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee a 
watchman xmto the house of Israel: there- 
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. When I say unto 
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his 
hfe; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood wiU I require at thine 
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he 
turn not from his wickedness, nor from his 
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but 
thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When 
a righteous man doth turn from his right- 
eousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a 
stumblingblock before him, he shall die: 
because thou hast not given him warning, he 
shall die in his sin, and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not be remem- 
bered; but his blood will I require at l^e 
hand. Nevertlieless if thou warn the right- 
eous man, that the righteous sin not, and he 
doth not sin, he shall surely live, because 
he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy 
soul. 

Times to Speak and to be Silent 

And the hand of the Lord was there upon 
me ; and he said unto me. Arise, go forth into 
the plain, and I wiU there talk with thee. 
Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: 
and, behold, the glory of the Lord stood 
there, as tlie glory which I saw by the river 
of Ghebar : and I fell on my face. Then the 
spirit entered into me, and set ine upon my 
feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, 
Go, shut thyself within thine house. But 
thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put 
bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with 
them, and thou shalt not go out among 
them: and I wiU make thy tongue cleave to 
the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be 
dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover : 
for they are a rebellious house. But when 

I speak with thee, I will open thy mou^, and 

thou shalt say tmto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; He that heareth, let him hear; 
and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for 
they are a rebellious house. 





and with care; and they shall drink water by 
measurea and with astonishment: that they 
may want bread and water^ and be' astonied 
one with another^ and consume away for 
their iniquity. 

Under the Sword 

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp 
knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it 
to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard : 
then take thee balances to weigh, and divide 
the hair. Thou shalt burn with fire a third 
part in the midst of the city, when the days 
of the siege are fulMed: and thou shalt take 
a third part, and smite about it with a knife: 
and a third part thou shalt scatter in the 
wind; and I will draw out a sword after them. 
Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, 
and bind them in thy skirts. Then take of 
them again, and cast them into the midst of 
the fire, and burn them in the fire ; for thereof 
shall a fire come forth into all the house of 
Israel. 

THREE ADDRESSES Ezeh 5 , 5 ^ 7 , 27 


EZEKIEL 6, 6 

remnant of thee will I scatter into all the 
winds. Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord 
God; Surely, because thou hast defiled my 
sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and 
with all thine abominations, therefore will 
I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye 
spare, neither will I have any pity. A tliird 
part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and 
with famine shall they be consumed in the 
midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by 
the sword round about thee; and I will 
scatter a third part into all the winds, and I 
will draw out a sword after them. 

Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, 
and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, 
and I will be comforted: and they shall know 
that I the Lord have spoken it in my zeal, 
when I have accomplished my fury in them. 
Moreover I will make thee waste, and a 
reproach among the nations that are round 
about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 
So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an 
instruction and an astonishment unto the 
nations that are round about thee, when I 
shall execute Judgments in thee in anger and 
in fury and in furious rebukes. I the Lord 
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your altars may be laid waste and made deso- 
late> and your idols may be broken and cease, 
and your images may be cut down, and your 
works may be abolished. And the slain shall 
fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

Yet whi I leave a remnant, that ye may 
have some that shall escape the sword among 
the nations, when ye shall be scattered 
through the countries. And they that escape 
of you shall remember me among the nations 
whither they shall be carried captives, be- 
cause I am broken with their whorish heart, 
which hath departed from me, and with their 
eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: 
and they shall iothe themselves for the evils 
which they have committed in all their 
abominations. And they shall know that I 
am the Lord, and that I have not said in vain 
that I would do this evil unto them. 

Thus saith the Lord God; Smite with 
thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, 
Alas for all the evil abominations of the house 
of Israeli for they shall fall by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence. He 
that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and 
he that is near shall fail by the sword; and he 
that remaineth and is besieged shall die by 
the famine : thus will I accomplish my fury 
upon them. Then shall ye know that I am 
the Lord, when their slain men shall be 
among their idols round about their altars, 
upon every high liiil, in all the tops of the 
mountains, and under every green tree, and 
under every thick oak, the place where they 
did offer sweet savour to all their idols. So 
will I stretch out my hand upon them, and 
make the land desolate, yea, more desolate 
than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all 
their habitations: and they shall know that 
I am the Lord. 

The People 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Also, thou son of man, thus saith 
the Lord God unto the land of Israel; An 
end, the end is come upon the four corners 
of the land. Now is the end come upon thee, 
and I will send mine anger upon thee, and 
will judge thee according to thy ways, and 
will recompense upon thee all tiiine abo- 
minations And TTifnp ■nr>f’ 


Thus saith the Lord God ; An evil, an only 
evil, behold, is come. An end is come, the 
end is come; it watcheth'for thee; behold, it 
is come. The morning is come xmto thee, O 
thou that dwellest in the land: the time is 
come, the day of trouble is near, and not the 
soimding again of the mountains. Now will 
I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and 
accomplish mine anger upon thee : and I will 
judge thee according to thy ways, and will 
recompense thee for all thine abominations. 
And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I 
have pity: I will recompense thee according 
to thy ways and thine abominations that are 
in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord that smiteth. 

Behold the day, behold, it is come: the 
morning is gone forth ; the rod hath blossom- 
ed, pride hath budded. Violence is risen up 
into a rod of wickedness ; none of them shall 
remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of 
their’s: neither shall there be wailing for 
them. The time is come, the day draweth 
near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller 
mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude 
thereof. For the seller shall not return to 
that which is sold, although they were yet 
alive: for the vision is touching the whole 
multitude thereof, which shall not return; 
neither shall any strengthen himself in the 
iniquity of his life. 

They have blown the trumpet, even to 
make sdl ready; but none goeth to the battle: 
for my wrath is upon all the multitude there- 
of. The sword is without, and the pestilence 
and the famine within: he that is in the field 
shall die with the sword ; and he that is in the 
city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. 
But they that escape of them shall escape, 
and shall be on the mountains like doves of 
the valleys, all of them mourning, every one 
for his iniquity. All hands shall be feeble, 
and all knees shall be weak as water. They 
shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and 
horror shall cover them; and shame shall be 
upon all faces, and baldness upon all their 
heads. They shall cast their silver in the streets, 
and their gold shall be removed: their silver 
and their gold shall not be able to deliver them 
in the day of the wrath of the Lord: they 
shah not satisfy their souls, neither fiU their 
bowels* it i<i the tmimMmcrblnrfc nf 





EZEKIEL 8/i6 

set it far from them. And I will give it into Destruction comethj and they shall seek 
the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to peace, and there shall be none. Mischief 
the wicked of the earth for a spoils and they shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall 
shall pollute it. My face will I turn also be upon rumour j then shall they seek a 
from them, and they shall pollute my secret vision of the prophet; but the law shall 
place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and perish from the priest, and counsel from the 
defile it, ^ ^ ancients. The king shall mourn, and the 

Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody prince shall be clothed with desolation, and 
crimes, and the city is full of violence, the hands of the people of the land shall be 
Wherefore I will bring the worst of the troubled: I will do unto them after their way^ 
heathen, and they shall possess their houses : and according to their deserts will I judge 
I win also make the pomp of the strong to them; and they shall know that I am the 
cease; and their holy places shall be defiled. Lord. 


THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY Ezekiel, 8, i- 19 , 14 

One of his pictures is a street of the city in the twilight. All the others in the section 
might belong to the same hour^ for they describe those things which are usually associated 
with the semi-darkness: secret cults^ evil counsel:, idle talk^ and illicit pleasure. 


AND it came to pass in the sixth year, in 
the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, 
as I sat in mine house, and the elders of 
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the 
Lord God fell there upon me. Then I 
beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance 
of fire: from the appearance of his loins even 
downward, fire; and from his loins even up- 
ward, as the appearance of brightness, as the 
colour of amber. And he put forth the form 
of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine 
head; and the spirit lifted me up between the 
earth and the heaven, and brought me in the 
visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of 
the inner gate that looketh toward the north; 
where was the seat of the image of jealousy, 
which provoketh to jealousy. And, behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel was there, accord- 
ing to the vision that I saw in the plain. 

Then said he unto me. Son of man, lift up 
thine eyes now the way toward the north. So 
I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the 
north, and behold northward at the gate of 
the altar this teage of jealousy in the entr^ 
He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, 
seest thou what they do ? even the great 
abominations that the house of Israel com- 
mitteth here, that I should go far off from my 
sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou 
shalt see greater abominations. 


And he brought me to the door of the 
court; and when I looked, behold a hole in 
the wall. Then said he unto me. Son of man, 
dig now in the wall : and when I had digged 
in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto 
me. Go in, and behold the wicked abomina- 
tions that they do here. So I went in and 
saw; and behold every form of creeping 
things, and abominable beasts, and all the 
idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon 
the wall round about.^ And there stood 
before them seventy men of the ancients of 
the house of Israel, and in the midst of them 
stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with 
every man his censer in his hand; and a thick 
cloud of incense went up . Then said he unto 
me. Son of man, hast thou seen what the 
ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery? 
for they say, The Lord seeth us not ; the 
Lord hath forsaken the earth. He said also 
unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt 
see greater abominations that they do. Then 
he brought me to the door of the gate of the 
Lord’s house which was toward the north; 
and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz. Then said he unto me. Hast thou 
seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, 
and thou shalt see greater abominations than 
these. And he brought me into the inner 


- * A reference to the secret resorts of mystery cults. Much is said in these pages about idolatry. As we do 
not bow down to idols of wood and stone we may be disposed to think that we cannot be guilty of this sin. 
The Prophet has a fine phrase for it in his attack on the sun-worshippers—* ‘turning their backs on the Lord’. 
That is modem enough. 
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wingsi and the likeness of the hands of a 
man was under their wings. And the like- 
ness of their faces was the same faces which 
I saw by the river of Chebar, their appear- 
ances and themselves: they went every one 
straight forward. 

Wicked Counsellors 

Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and 
brought me unto the east gate of the Lord’s 
house, which looketh eastward: and behold 
at the door of the gate five and twenty men^ 
among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of 
Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, 
princes of the people. Then said he unto 
me. Son of man, these are the men that 
devise mischief, and give wicked counsel 
in this city: which say, It is not near; let us 
build houses: this city is the caldron, and we 
be the flesh- Therefore prophesy against 
them, prophesy, O son of man. 

And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, 
and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the 
Lord ; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: 
for I know the things that come into your 
mind, every one of them. Ye have multi- 
plied your slain in this city, and ye have filled 
the streets thereof with the slain. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God; Your slain whom 
ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the 
flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will 
bring you forth out of the midst of it. Ye 
have feared the sword; and I will bring a 
sword upon you, saith the Lord God. And 
I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and 
deliver you into the hands of strangers, and 
will execute judgments among you. Ye shall 
fall by the sword; I will judge you in the 
border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. This city shall not be your caldron, 
neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst 
thereof; but I will judge you in the border 
of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord: for ye have not walked in my statutes, 
neither executed my judgments, but have 
done after the manners of the heathen that 
are round about 

And it came to pass, when I prophesied, 
that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then 
fell I down upon my face, and cried with a 
loud voice, and said. Ah Lord God! wilt thou 
make a full end of the remnant of Israel? 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, thy brethren, even thy 
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and aU the 


house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get 
you far from the Lord: unto us is this land 
given in possession. Therefore say. Thus 
saith the Lord God ; Although I have cast 
them far off among the heathen, and although 
I have scattered them among the countries, 
yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in 
the countries where they shall come. There- 
fore say. Thus saith the Lord God; I will 
even gather you from the people, and assem- 
ble you out of the countries where ye have 
been scattered, and I will give you the land 
of Israel. And they shall come thither, and 
they shall take away all the detestable things 
thereof and all the abominations thereof from 
thence. And I will give them one heart, and 
I will put a new spirit within you; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them an heart of flesh : that they may walk 
in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and 
do them: and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God. But as for them whose 
heart walketh after the heart of their detest- 
able things and their abominations, I will 
recompense their way upon their own heads, 
saith the Lord God. 

Then did the cherubims lift up their 
wings, and the wheels beside them; and the 
glory of the God of Israel was over them 
above. And the glory of the Lord went up 
from the midst of the city, and stood upon 
the mountain which is on the east side of the 
city. Afterwards the spirit took me up, and 
brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God 
into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So 
the vision that I had seen went up from me. 
Then I spake unto them of the captivity all 
the things that the Lord had shewed me. 

APPEAL AND ARGUMENT 

12, 1— 19, 14 

To stress his message:^ Ezekiel became a Iwing 
symbol of exile^ going forth with his personal 
belongings made up into a bundle. Some of the 
figures of speech he mes in his addresses arejmt 
as striking. But it is in his argumentsyas the 
following section showsy that the strength and 
vigour of the man are most nobly manifest. 

The word of the Lord also came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, thou dwellest in the 
midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes 
to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, 
and hear not: for they are a rebellious house. 
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The Lord saith: and the Lord hath not sent 
them: and they have made others to hope 
that they would confirm the word. Have ye 
not seen a vain vision^ and have ye not spoken 
a lying divinationj whereas ye say^ The Lord 
saith it| albeit I have not spoken? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Because ye have spoken vanity^ and seen 
UeSs therefore, behold, I am against you^ 
saith the Lord God, And mine hand shall 
be upon the prophets that see vanity, and 
that divine lies: they shall not be in the 
assembly of my people, neither shall they 
be written in the writing of the house of 
Israel, neither shall they enter into the land 
of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord God. 

Because, even because they have seduced 
my people, saying, Peace; and there was no 
peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, 
others daubed it with xintempered morter: 
Say unto them which daub it with untem- 
pered morter, that it shall fall: there shall 
be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great 
hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall 
rend it. Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it 
not be said unto you. Where is the daubing 
wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God; I will even rend 
it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there 
shall be an overflowing shower in mine 
anger, and great hailstones in my fury to 
consume it. So will I break down the wall 
that ye have daubed with imtempered morter, 
and bring it down to the ground, so that the 
foundation thereof shall be discovered, and 
it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the 
midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. Thus will I accomplish my wrath 
upon the wall, and upon them that have 
daubed it with untempered morter, and will 
say unto you, The wall is no more, neither 
they that daubed it; to wit, the prophets of 
Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, 
and which see visions of peace for her, and 
there is no peace, saith the Lord God. 

Likewise, thou son of man, set tliy face 
against the daughters of thy people, which 
prophesy out of their own heart; and pro- 
phesy thou against them, and say. Thus saith 
the Lord God; Woe to the women that sew 
pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs 
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! 
Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will 
ye save the souls aHve that come unto you? 
And will ye pollute me among my people for 


handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to 
slay the souls that should not die, and to 
save the souls aHve that should not Hve, by 
your lying to my people that hear your Hes? 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I am against your pillows, where- 
with ye there hunt the souls to make them 
fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and 
will let the souls go, even the souls that ye 
hunt to make them fly. Your kerchiefs also 
will I tear, and deHver my people out of your 
hand, and they shall be no more in your hand 
to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord. Because with Hes ye have made the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not 
made sad; and strengthened the hands of the 
wicked, that he should not return from his 
wicked way, by promising him life: there- 
fore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine 
divinations : for I will deHver my people out 
of your hand: and ye shaU know that I am 
the Lord. 

Then came certain of the elders of Israel 
imto me, and sat before me. And the word 
of the Lord came imto me, saying. Son of 
man, these men have set up their idols in 
their heart, and put the stumbHngblock 
of their iniquity before their face: should 
I be enquired of at aH by them? Therefore 
speak unto them, and say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord God; Every man of the house 
of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, 
and putteth the stumbHngblock of his 
iniqmty before his face, and cometh to the 
prophet; I the Lord will answer him that 
cometh accordmg to the multitude of his 
idols; that I may take the house of Israel in 
their own heart, because they are aU estrang- 
ed from me through their idols. 

Therefore say imto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord God; Repent, and turn 
yourselves from your idols; and turn away 
your faces from aU your abominations. For 
every one of the house of Israel, or of the 
stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which 
separateth himself from me, and setteth 
up liis idols in his heart, and putteth the 
StumbHngblock of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of 
him concerning me; I the Lord wiU answer 
him by myself: and I will set my face against 
that man, and will make him a sign and 
a proverb, and I wiU cut him off from the 
midst of my people; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. And if the pro- 
phet be deceived when he hath spoken a 
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but thou wast cast out in the open field, to 
the lothing of thy person, in the day that 
thou wast born. 

And when I passed by thee, and saw thee 
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee 
when thou wast in thy blood. Live; yea, I 
said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood. 
Live. I have caused thee to multiply as the 
bud of the field, and thou hast increased and 
waxen great, and thou art come to excellent 
ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and 
thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked 
and bare. Now when I passed by thee, and 
looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the 
time of love ; and I spread my skirt over thee, 
and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware 
unto thee, and entered into a covenant with 
thee, saith the Lord Gor>, and thou becamest 
mine. Then washed I thee with water ; yea, 
I throughly washed away thy blood from 
thee, and I anointed thee with oil, I clothed 
thee also with broidered work, and shod thee 
with badgers’ skin, and I girded thee about 
with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 
I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put 
bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy 
neck. And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and 
earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown 
upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked 
with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of 
fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou 
didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and 
thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou 
didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy 
renown went forth among the heathen for 
thy beauty: for it was perfect through my 
comeliness, which I had put upon thee, 
saith the Lord God. 

But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, 
and playedst the harlot because of thy re- 
nown, and pouredst out thy fornications 
on every one that passed by; his it was. And 
of thy garments thou didst take, and deck- 
edst thy high places with divers colours, and 
playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things 
shall not come, neither shall it be so. Thou 
hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and 
of my silver, which I had given thee, and 
madest to thyself images of men, and didst 
commit whoredom with them, and tookest 
thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: 
and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense 
before them. My meat also which I gave 


saith the Lord Goo. Moreover thou hast 
taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom 
thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou 
sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this 
of thy whoredoms a small matter, that thou 
hast slain my children, and delivered them 
to cause them to pass through the fire for 
them? And in all thine abominations and thy 
whoredoms thou hast not remembered the 
days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and 
bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 

And it came to pass after all thy wicked- 
ness, (woe, woe imto thee! saith the Lord 
God;) that thou hast also built unto thee an 
eminent place, and hast made thee an high 
place in every street. Thou hast built thy 
high place at every head of the way, and hast 
made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast 
opened thy feet to every one that passed by, 
and multiplied thy whoredoms. Thou hast 
also committed fornication with the Egyp- 
tians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast 
increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to 
anger. Behold, therefore I have stretched 
out my hand over thee, and have diminished 
thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto 
the will of them that hate thee, the daughters 
of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy 
lewd way. Thou hast played the whore also 
with the Assyrians, because thou wast un- 
satiable ; yea, thou hast played the harlot with 
them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. Thou 
hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in 
the land of Canaan imto Chaldea; and yet 
thou wast not satisfied herewith. 

How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord 
God, seeing thou doest all these things, the 
work of an imperious whorish woman; in 
that thou buildest thine eminent place in the 
head of every way, and makest thine high 
place in every street; and hast not been as an 
harlot, in that thou scornest hire; but as a 
wife that committeth adultery, which taketh 
strangers instead of her husband! They give 
gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts 
to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they 
may come unto thee on every side for tliy 
whoredom. And the contrary is in thee from 
other women in thy whoredoms, whereas 
none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: 
and in that thou givest a reward, and no 
reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art 
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discovered through thy whoredoms with thy 
lovers> and with all the idols of thy abomina- 
tionSj) and by the blood of thy children^ 
which thou didst give unto them 5 beholds 
therefore I will gather all thy lovers^ with 
whom thou hast taken pleasure^ and all them 
that thou hast loved, with all them that thou 
hast hated, I will even gather them round 
about against thee, and will discover thy 
nakedness unto them, that they may see ah 
thy nakedness. And I will judge thee, as 
women that break wedlock and shed blood 
are judged; and I will give thee blood in 
fury and jealousy. And I will also give thee 
into their hand, and they shall throw down 
thine eminent place, and shall break down 
thy high places: they shall strip thee also of 
thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and 
leave thee naked and bare. They shall also 
bring up a company against thee, and they 
shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee 
through with their swords. And they shall 
burn thine houses with fire, and execute 
judgments upon thee in the sight of many 
women: and I will cause thee to cease from 
playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give 
no hire any more. So will I make my fury 
toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall 
depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and 
will be no more angry. Because thou hast not 
remembered the days of thy youth, but hast 
fretted me in all these things ; behold, there- 
fore I also will recompense thy way upon 
thine head, saith the Lord Gon: and thou 
shalt not commit this lewdness above all 
thine abominations. 

Selfishness^ and Vice 

Behold, every one that useth proverbs 
shall use this proverb against thee, saying. 
As is the mother, so is her daughter. Thou 
art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her 
husband and her children; and thou art the 
sister of thy sisters, which lothed their hus- 
bands and their children: your mother was 
an Hittite, and your father an Amorite. And. 
thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her 
daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and 
thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right 
hand, is Sodom and her daughters. Yet hast 
thou not walked after their ways, nor done 
after their abominations: but, as if that were 
a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more 
than they in all thy ways. As I live, saith the 
Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath not done. 
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she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, 
thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was 
the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, ful- 
ness of bread, and abundance of idleness was 
in her and in her daughters, neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 

And they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me: therefore I took 
them away as I saw good. Neither hath 
Samaria committed half of thy sins ; but thou 
hast multiplied thine abominations more 
than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all 
thine abominations which thou hast done. 

Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, 
bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou 
hast committed more abominable than they: 
they are more righteous than thou: yea, be 
thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, 
in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 

When I shall bring again their captivity, 
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, 
and the captivity of Samaria and her daugh- 
ters, then will I bring again the captivity 
of thy captives in the midst of them: that 
thou mayest bear thine own shame, and 
mayest be confounded in all that thou hast 
done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. 

When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, 
shall return to their former estate, and 
Samaria and her daughters shall return to 
their former estate, then thou and thy 
daughters shall return to your former estate. 

For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned 
by thy mouth in the day of thy pride, before 
thy wickedness was <iscovered, as at the j 

time of thy reproach of the daughters of 
Syria, and all that are round about her, the 
daughters of the Philistines, which despise 
thee round about. Thou hast borne thy 
lewdness and thine abominations, saith the ; 

Lord. For thus saith the Lord God; I will 
even deal with thee as thou hast done, which ’ 

hast despised the oath in breaking the I 

covenant. | 

Nevertheless I will remember my cove- 
nant withtheeinthe days of thy youth, and I 
will establish unto thee an everlasting cove- - 

nant. Then thou shalt remember thy ways, ' 

and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy I 

sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I 
will give them unto thee for daughters, but I 

not by thy covenant. And I will establish my i 
covenant with thee; and thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord : that thou mayest re- 
merqbex, and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more because of thy shame. 
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when I am pacified toward thee for all that 
thou hast done, saith the Lord God. 

The Cedar and Eagles 

And the word of the Lord came unto me. 
saying. Son of man. put forth a riddle, and 
speak a parable unto the house of Israels and 
say. Thus saith the Lord God; A great eagle 
with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, 
which had divers colours, came unto Leba- 
non. and took the highest branch of the 
cedar: he cropped off the top of his young 
twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he 
set it in a city of merchants. He took also of 
the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruit- 
ful field j he placed it by great waters, and set 
it as a willow tree. And it grew, and became 
a spreading vine of low stature, whose 
branches turned toward him. and the roots 
thereof were under him : so it became a vine, 
and brought forth branches, and shot forth 
sprigs. 

There was also another great eagle with 
great wings and many feathers : and. behold, 
this vine did bend her roots toward him. and 
shot forth her branches toward him. that he 
might water it by the furrows of her planta- 
tion. It was planted in a good soil by great 
waters, that it might bring forth branches, 
and that it might bear fruit, that it might be 
a goodly vine. Say thou. Thus saith the 
Lord God j Shall it prosper ? shall he not pull 
up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit 
thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all 
the leaves of her spring, even without great 
power or many people to pluck it up by the 
roots thereof. Yea. behold, being planted, 
shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, 
when the east wind toucheth it? it shall 
wither in the furrows where it grew. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me. saying. Say now to the rebellious 
house. Know ye not what these things mean? 
tell them. Behold, the king of Babylon is 
come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king 
thereof, and the princes thereof, and led 
them with him to Babylon; and hath taken 
of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with 
him. and hath taken an oath of him : he hath 
also taken the mighty of the land: that the 
kingdom might be base, that it might not lift 
itself up. but that by keeping of his covenant 


it might stand. But he rebelled against him 
in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that 
they might give him horses and muchpeopie. 
Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth 
such things? or shall he break the covenant, 
and be delivered? As I live, saith the Lord 
God. surely in the place where the king 
dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he 
despised, and whose covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 
Neither shall Pharaoh with Ms mighty army 
and great company make for him in the war. 
by casting up mounts, and building forts, to 
cut off many persons : seeing he despised the 
oath by brealdng the covenant, when. lo. he 
had given his hand, and hath done all these 
things, he shall not escape. Therefore thus 
saith die Lord God; As I live, surely mine 
oath that he hath despised, and my covenant 
that he hath broken, even it will I recom- 
pense upon his own head. And I will spread 
my net upon him. and he shall be taken in 
my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, 
and will plead with him there for his trespass 
that he hath trespassed against me. And all 
his fugitives with aU his bands shall fall by 
the sword, and they that remain shall be 
scattered toward all winds: and ye shall 
know that I the Lord have spoken it. 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will also take 
of the highest branch of the high cedar, and 
will set it; I will crop off from the top of his 
young twigs a tender one. and will plant it 
Upon an high mountain and eminent: in the 
mountain of the height of Israel will I plant 
it : and it shall bring forth boughSj» and bear 
fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and imder it 
shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the 
shadow of the branches thereof shall they 
dwell. And all the trees of the field shall 
know that I the Lord have brought down 
the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have 
dried up the green tree, and have made the 
dry tree to flourish : I the Lord have spoken 
and have done it. 

Sour Grapes 

The word of the Lord came imto me 
again, saying. What mean ye. that ye use 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
saying. The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge?^ As 


* The proverb was used as an excuse : we suffer because our fathers sinned; we are not to blame. It was used 
as some moderns use the argument from heredity. The mistake lies in making the statement absolute, in not 
seeing that it needs to be qualified before it can be accepted as a true statement of fact. Confronted by the 
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Repent, and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions j so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin. Cast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby ye have transgressed; and 
make you a new heart and a new spirit: 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye. 

A Lamentation 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for 
the princes of Israel, and say. What is thy 
mother? A lioness: she lay down among 
lions, she nourished her whelps among young 
Hons. And she brought up one of her 
whelps : it became a young Hon, and it learn- 
ed to catch the prey, it devoured men. The 
nations also heard of him; he was taken in 
their pit, and they brought him with chains 
unto the land of Egypt. Now when she saw 
that she had waited, and her hope was lost, 
then she took another of her whelps, and 
made him a young Hon, And he went up 
and down among the lions, he became a 
young Hon, and learned to catch the prey, 
and devoured men. And he knew their deso- 


late palaces, and he laid waste their cities; 
and the land was desolate, and the fulness 
thereof, by the noise of his roaring. Then 
the nations set against him on every side 
from the provinces, and spread their net 
over him: he was taken in their pit. And 
they put him in ward in chains, and brought 
him to the king of Babylon: they brought 
him into holds, that his voice should no more 
be heard upon the mountains of Israel. Thy 
mother is Hke a vine in thy blood, planted by 
tlie waters: she was fruitful and full of 
branches by reason of many waters. And 
she had strong rods for the sceptres of them 
tiiat bare rule, and her stature was exalted 
among the thick branches, and she appeared 
in her height with the multitude of her 
branches. But she was plucked up in fury, 
she was cast down to the groimd, and the 
east wind dried up her fruit : her strong rods 
were broken and withered; the fire con- 
sumed them. And now she is planted in the 
wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. And 
fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, 
which hath devoured her fruit, so that she 
hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. 
This is a lamentation, and shall be for a 
lamentation. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE 


Ezekiel 20, i— 24, 27 


The key to life and history is to be found in the spirit of a people. But what a spirit is 
here! A heart for anything and everything except God and the things of God^ though 
all that makes life worth while comes from God^ and has been given by Him, We will 
be like the heathen^ they cry; like godless people^ or those who do not know the God of 
Israel, And with their whole hearts they pursue the vanities of the worlds, making things 
base and evil their sole interest and aim. Like silver that has become as dross:, which 
only the refining furnace can restore^ are these people of God, 


And it came to pass in the seventh year, in 
the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, 
that certain of the elders of Israel came to 
enquire of the Lord, and sat before me. 
Then came the word of the Lord unto me, 
saying. Son of man, speak unto the elders of 
Israel, and say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Are ye come to enquire of me? 
As I live, saith the Lord God, I will not be 
enquired of by you. Wilt thou judge them, 
son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause 
them to know the abominations of their 
fatliers : and say imto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God; In the day when I chose Israel, 
and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the 


house of Jacob, and made myself known unto 
them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up 
mine hand unto them, saying, I am the Lord 
your God; in the day that I lifted up mine 
hand unto them, to bring them forth of the 
land of Egypt into a land that I had espied 
for them, flowing with milk and honey, 
which is the glory of all lands: then said I 
unto them. Cast ye away every man tlie 
abominations of his eyes, and defile not 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt : l am the 
Lord your God. But they rebelled against 
me, and would not hearken unto me : they 
did not every man cast away the abomina- 
tions of their eyes, neither did they forsake 










dorrij and she was polluted with them^ and 
her mind was alienated from them. So she 
discovered her whoredoms, and discovered 
her nakedness : then my mind was alienated 
from her, like as my mind was alienated from 
her sister. Yet she multiplied her whore- 
doms, in calling to remembrance the days of 
her youth, wherein she had played the harlot 
in the land of Egypt. For she doted upon 
their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh 
of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of 
horses. Thus thou calledst to remembrance 
the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy 
teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy 
youth. 

Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers 
against thee, from whom thy mind is alien- 
ated, and I will bring them against thee on 
every side^ the Babylonians, and all the 
Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and 
all the Assyrians with them: all of them 
desirable young men, captains and rulers, 
great lords and renowned, all of them riding 
upon horses. And they shall come against 
thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and 
with an assembly of people, which shall set 
against thee buckler and shield and helmet 
round about : and I will set judgment before 
them, and they shall judge thee according to 
their judgments. And I will set my jealousy 
against thee, and they shall deal furiously 
with thee : they shall take away thy nose and 
thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the 
sword: they shall take thy sons and thy 
daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured 
by the fire. They shall also strip thee out of 
thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. 
Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from 
thee, and thy whoredom brought from the 
land of Egypt : so that thou shalt not lift up 
thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt 
any more. For thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of 
them whom thou hatest, into the hand of 
them from whom thy mind is alienated : and 
they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall 
take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee 
naked and bare : and the nakedness of thy 
whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy 
lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

I will do these things unto thee, because 
thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, 
and because thou art polluted with their 
idols. Thou hast walked in the way of thy 
sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine 
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hand. Thus saith the Lord God ; Thou shalt 
drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large : thou 
shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; 
it containeth much. Thou shalt be filled with 
drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of 
astonishment and desolation, with the cup of 
thy sister Samaria. Thou shalt even drink it 
and suck it out, and thou shalt break the 
sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own 
breasts : for I have spoken it, saith the Lord 
God. Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me 
behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy 
lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

The Lord said moreover unto me; Son of 
man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? 
yea, declare unto them their abominations, 
that they have committed adultery, and 
blood is in their hands, and with their idols 
have they committed adultery, and have also 
caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, 
to pass for them through the fire, to devour 
them. Moreover this they have done unto 
me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the 
same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. 
For when they had slain their children to 
their idols, then they came tlie same day into 
my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus 
have they done in the midst of mine Ixouse. 
And furthermore, that ye have sent for men 
to come from far, imto whom a messenger 
was sent; and, lo, they came : for whom thou 
didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and 
deckedst thyself with ornaments, and satest 
upon a stately bed, and a table prepared 
before it, whereupon thou hast set mine 
incense and mine oil. And a voice of a 
multitude being at ease was with her: and 
with the men of the common sort were 
brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which 
put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful 
crowns upon their heads. 

Then said I unto her that was old in adul- 
teries, Will they now commit whoredoms 
with her, and she with them ? Yet they went 
in \mto her, as they go in unto a woman that 
playeth the harlot: so went they in imto 
Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 
And the righteous men, they shall judge 
them after the manner of adulteresses, and 
after the manner of women that shed blood ; 
because they are adulteresses, and blood is 
in their hands. For thus saith the Lord God; 
I will bring up a company upon them, and 
will give them to be removed and spoiled. 
And the company shall stone them with 
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stones, and dispatch them with their swordsi 
they shall slay their sons and their daughters, 
and burn up their houses with fire. Thus will 
I cause iewdness to cease out of the land, 
that all women may be taught not to do after 
your lewdness. And they shall recompense 
your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear 
the sins of your idols : and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord God, 

A Last Message to the City 

Again in the ninth year, in the tenth 
month, in the tenth day of the month, the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son 
of man, write thee the name of the day, even 
of this same day: the king of Babylon set 
himself against Jerusalem this same day. 
And utter a parable unto the rebellious 
house, and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord God; Set on a pot, set it on, and also 
pour water into it: gather the pieces thereof 
into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and 
the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. 
Take the choice of the flock, and burn also 
the bones under it, and make it boil well, and 
let them seethe the bones of it therein. 

. Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; Woe 
to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is 
therein, and whose scum is not gone out of 
it I bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall 
upon it. For her blood is in the midst of her ; 
she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured 
it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; 
that it might cause fury to come up to take 
vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top 
of a rock, that it should not be covered. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Woe to 
the bloody city! I will even make the pile 
for fire great. Heap on wood, Idndle the fire, 
consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let 
the bones be burned. Then set it empty 
the coals thereof, that the brass of it 


fury to rest upon thee. I the Lord have 
spoken it : it shall come to pass, and I will do 
it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, 
neither will I repent; according to thy ways, 
and according to thy doings, shall tliey judge 
thee, saith the Lord God. 

The Shadow of Death 

Also the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying. Son of man, behold, I take away from 
thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: 
yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, 
neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to 
cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind 
the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on 
thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy 
lips, and eat not the bread of men. So I 
spake unto the people in the morning : and at 
even my wife died; and I did in the morning 
as I was commanded. 

And the people said unto me. Wilt thou 
not tell us what these things are to us, that 
thou doest so ? Then I answered them, The 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God; Behold, I will profane my 
sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the 
desire of your eyes, and that which your soul 
pitieth; and your sons and your daughters 
whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 
And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not 
cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 
And your tires shall be upon your heads, and 
your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not 
mourn nor weep ; but ye shall pine away for 
your iniquities, and mourn one toward 
another. Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: 
according to all that he hath done shall ye do : 
and when this cometh, ye shall know that I 
am the Lord God. 

Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in 
the day when I take from them their strength. 
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CHANGES THAT MUST SURELY COME 


THE WORKING-OUT OF THE DIVINE PURPOSE 


EZEKIEL 


CHAPTERS 25, i— 32, 32 


Why this hredk in the story of the People of God? What has the judgement of the nations 
beyond the borders of Israel to do with the revelation of God? A very great deal. It 
shows that the moral law which was operating in Israel^ and which the fall of Jerusalem 
brought clearly to light is not confined to Israel^ but is operative throughout the world. 
The little states of Ammon^ Modh^ and Edom are under it. So are empires like Egypt^ 
cities like Tyre^ and individuals like Pharaoh. They may for a time prof anely deny it^ 
and even draw some temporary advantage in power:, profit from a policy of 
cruel brutality:, arrogant domination^ and pitiless commercialism^ but in the end these 
things will bring destruction to them. 


of the Lord came again nations. And I will execute judgments upon 
I unto me, saying, Son of man, set Moab; and they shall know that I am the 
I thy face against the Ammonites, Lord. 

and prophesy against them; and Thus saith the Lord God ; Because that 
say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah 
of the Lord God ; Thus saith the Lord God ; by taking vengeance, and hath greatly olfend- 
Because thou saidst. Aha, against my sane- ed, and revenged himself upon themfthere- 
tuary, when it was profaned; and against the fore thus saith the Lord God; I will also 
land of Israel, when it was desolate; and stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will 
against the house of Judah, when they went cut off man and beast from it; and I will 
into captivity; behold, therefore I will de- make it desolate from Teman; and they of 
liver thee to the men of the east for a posses- Dedan shall fall by the sword. And I will 
sion, and they shall set their palaces in thee, lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand 
and make their dwellings in thee : they shall of my people Israel : and they shall do in 
eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. Edom according to mine anger and accord- 
And I will make Kabbah a stable for camels, ing to my fury; and they shall know my 
and the Ammonites a couchingplace for vengeance, sai^ the Lord God. 
flocks: and ye shall know that I am the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God; Because the 
For thus saith the Lord God; Because thou Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have 
hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to 
the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy destroy it for the old hatred; therefore dius 
despite against the land of Israel; behold, saith Lord God; Behold, I will stretch 
therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I 
thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy the 
heathen; and I will cut thee off from the remnant of the sea coast. And I will execute 
people, and I will cause thee to perish out of great vengeance upon them with furious 
the countries: I will destroy thee; and thou rebukes; and they shall know that i am the 
shalt know that I am the Lord. Lord, when I shall lay my vengeance upon 

Thus saith the Lord God; Because that them. 

Moab and Seir do say. Behold, the house of 
Judah is like unto all the heathen; therefore, Jvre 
behold, I will open the side of Moab from ^ 

the cities, from his cities which are on his And it came to pass in the eleventh year, 
frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth- in the first day of the nxonth, that the word 
jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, imto of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of 
the men of the east wto the Ammonites, and man, because that Tyms hath said against 
will give them in possession, that the Am- Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the 
monites may not be remembered among the gates of the people : she is turned unto me ; 







WILL IT BE AN AGE OF UNRIVALLED TRADE? 

Will the nationSi eager to increase their wealth, develop and pursue comm^ce, until, 
like Tyre in the Bible story, trade is no longer an exchange of goods in a spirit of good- 
will, but an unrestrained, unprincipled, and merciless form of aggression, with every 
unworthy advantage a matter for boasting? 


^hut were in thine army, tliy men of war : 
hey hanged the shield and hehnet in thee; 
hey set forth thy comeliness. The men of 
torad with thine army were upon thy walls 
:ound about, and the Gammadims were in 
hy towers; they hanged their shields upon 
hy walls round about; they have made thy 
Deauty perfect. 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of 
he multitude of all kind of riches; w'ith 
diver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy 
fairs. Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they 
svere thy merchants ; they traded the persons 


of men and vessels of brass in thy market. 
They of the house Of Togarmah traded in 
thy fairs with horses and horsemen and 
mules, The men of Dedan were thy mer- 
chants; many isles were the merchandise of 
thine hand : they brought thee for a present 
horns of ivory and ebony. Syria was thy 
merchant by reason of the multitude of the 
wares of thy making : they occupied m thy 
fairs with emeralds, purple, and broidered 
work, and fine linen, and coral, and agate. 
Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy 
merchants : they traded in thy market wheat 
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tod wherein thou swimmest^ even to the 
mountains 5 and the rivers shall be full of 
thee. And when I shall put thee out, I will 
cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof 
dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and 
the moon shall not give her light. AJLl the 
bright lights of heaven will I make dark over 
thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith 
the Lord God. I will also vex the hearts of 
many people, when I shall bring thy destruc- 
tion among the nations, into the countries 
which thou hast not known. Yea, I will 
make many people amazed at thee, and 
their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, 
when I shall brandish my sword before 
them; and they shaU tremble at every 
moment, every man for his own life, in the 
day of thy fall. 

For thus saith the Lord God; The sword 
of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee. 
By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy 
multitude to fall, the terrible of the nations, 
all of them : and they shall spoil the pomp of 
Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be 
destroyed. I will destroy also all the beasts 
thereof from beside the great waters ; neither 
shall the foot of man trouble them any more, 
nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. Then 
will I make their waters deep, and cause 
their rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord 
God. When I shall make the land of Egypt 
desolate, and the country shaU be destitute 
of that whereof it was full, when I shaU 
smite aU them that dwell therein, then shaU 
they know that I am the Lord. This is the 
lamentation wherewith they shall lament her : 
the daughters of the nations shaU lament her: 
they shaU lament for her, even for Egypt, and 
for aU her multitude, saith the Lord God. 

It came to pass also in the twelfth year, 
in the fifteenth day of the month, that the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son 
of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and 
cast them down, even her, and the daughters 
of the famous nations, unto the nether parts 
of the earth, with them that go down into 
the pit. Whom dost thou pass in beauty ? go 
down, and be thou laid with the uncircum- 
cised. They shall faU in the midst of them 
that are slain by the sword: she is delivered 
to the sword: draw her and aU her multi- 
tudes. The strong among the mighty shaU 
speak to him out of the midst of heU with 
them that help him: they are gone down, 
they lie undrcumcised, slain by the sword. 


Asshur is there and all her company : his 
graves are about him : aU of them slain, fallen 
by the sword: whose graves are set in the 
sides of the pit, and her company is roimd 
about her grave: all of them slain, fallen by 
the sword, which caused terror in the land 
of the living. 

There is Elam and all her multitude round 
about her grave, all of them slain, fallen by 
the sword, which are gone down uncircum- 
cised into the nether parts of the earth, 
which caused their terror in the land of the 
living ; yet have they borne their shame with 
them that go down to the pit. They have set 
her a bed in the midst of the slain with ail her 
multitude: her graves are round about him: 
aU of them nncircumcised, slain by the 
sword: though their terror was caused in the 
land of the living, yet have they borne their 
shame with them that go down to the pit : he 
is put in the midst of them that be slain. 

There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her 
multitude: her graves are round about him: 
aU of them uncircumcised, slain by the 
sword, though they caused their terror in 
the land of the Hving. And they shall not Ue 
with the mighty that are fallen of the uncir- 
cumcised, which are gone down to hell with 
their weapons of war: and they have laid 
their swords under their heads, but their 
iniquities shall be upon their bones, though 
they were the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the Uving. Yea, thou shalt be broken 
in the midst of the tmcircumcised, and 
shalt lie with them that are slain with the 
sword. There is Edom, her kings, and all 
her princes, which with their might are laid 
by them that were slain by the sword: they 
shall lie with the uncircumcised, and witli 
them that go down to the pit. There be the 
princes of the north, all of them, and all 
the Zidonians, which are gone down with the 
slain; with their terror they are ashamed of 
their might; and they lie undrcumcised 
with them that be slain by the sword, and 
bear their shame with them that go down to 
the pit. 

Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be com- 
forted over all his multitude, even Pharaoh 
and aU his army slain by the sword, saith the 
Lord God. For I have caused my terror in 
the land of the Hving: and he shall be laid in 
the midst of the uncircumcised with them 
that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh 
and all his multitude, saith the Lord God. 






'V6-- ■'•V 





henceforth bereave them of mem Thus 
saith the Lord God; Because they say unto 
yom Thou land devourest up mem and hast 
bereaved thy nations; therefore thou shalt 
devour men no more, neither bereave thy 
nations any more, saith the Lord God. 
Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the 
shame of the heathen any more, neither 
shalt thou bear the reproach of the people 
any more, neither shalt thou cause thy 
nations to fall any more, saith the Lord 
God. 

A Holy Homeland 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, Son of man, when the house of 
Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it 
by their own way and by their doings : their 
way was before me as the uncleanness of a 
removed woman. Wherefore I poured my 
fury upon them for the blood that they had 
shed upon the land, and for their idols where- 
with they had polluted it: and I scattered 
them among the heathen, and they were 
dispersed through the countries: according 
to their way and according to their doings 
I judged them. And when they entered unto 
the heathen, whither they went, they pro- 
faned my holy name, when they said to 
them. These are the people of the Lord, 
and are gone forth out of his land. But I had 
pity for mine holy name, which the house of 
Israel had profaned among the heathen, 
whither they went. 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord God; I do not this for 
your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine 
holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned 
among the heathen, wliither ye went. And 
I will sanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have 
profaned in the midst of them; and the 
heathen shall know that I am ^e Lord, 
saith the Lord God, when I shall be sancti- 
fied in you before their eyes. For I will take 
you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of aU countries, and will bring you into 
your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you : and I will take away the stony heart out 
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you. 
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and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do them. And 
ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers; and ye shall be my people, and 1 
will be your God. I will also save you from 
all your uncleannesses: and I will call for 
the corn, and will increase it, and lay no 
famine upon you. And I will multiply the 
fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, 
that ye shall receive no more reproach of 
famine among the heathen. Then shall ye 
remember your own evil ways, and your 
doings that were not good, and shall lothe 
yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations. 

Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord 
God, be it known tmto you : be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O house of 
Israel. Thus saith the Lord God; In the day 
that I shall have cleansed you from all your 
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the 
cities, and the wastes shall be builded. And 
the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it 
lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
And they shall say. This land that was deso- 
late is become Uke the garden of Eden; and 
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
become fenced, and are inhabited. Then the 
heathen that are left round about you shall 
know that I the Lord build the ruined 
places, and plant that that was desolate: I 
the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it. 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will yet for 
this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to 
do it for them; I will increase them with men 
like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock 
of Jerusalem in her solenm feasts; so shall 
the waste cities be filled with flocks of 
men : and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

READY FOR ACTION EareL 37 , 1-14 

The people will he equipped and inspired^, and 
will go forth like a new generation of men and 
womemfull of life and spirit for the tasks and 
opportunities of the days that lie ahecd. But — 
and this is im must he in the name 

and for the cause of God that they go for-> 
ward. 

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and 
carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and 
set me down in the midst of the valley which 
was full of bones, and caused me to pass by 
them round about: and, behold, there were 
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very many in the open valley; and, lo, they 
were very dry. And he said unto me. Son of 
man, can these bones live? And I answered, 
O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said 
unto me. Prophesy upon these bones, and 
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God 
unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live : and I will 
lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord. 

So I prophesied as I was commanded : and 
as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold 
a shaking, and the bones came together, bone 
to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the skin covered them above: but there was 
no breath in them. Then said he unto me. 
Prophesy tmto the wind, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may hve. So I prophesied as he com- 
manded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me. Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, 
they say, Gxir bones are dried, and our hope 
is lost: we are cut off for our parts. There- 
fore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord God ; Behold, O my people, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O ihy people, and brought you up out of 
your graves, and shall put my spirit in you, 
and ye shall Hve, and I shall place you in 
your own land : then shall ye know that I the 
Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith 
die Lord. 

A UNITED PEOPLE Ezek 37 , 15-28 

Under another symbol the Prophet looks for-- 
ward to a united people. It is not enough 
that they shall he restored; they must he 
united. One people^ one king ^ one God, We 
have drawn attention to EzekieVs insistence 
upon the rights and responsibilities of the 
individual y hut he recognizes y at the same 
limey that individuals must dwell together in 
unity and peace to form one harmonious 
whole for worship and service. 


The word of the Lord came again unto 
me, saying, Moreover, thou son of man, take 
thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, 
and for the children of Israel his companions : 
then take another stick, and write upon it. 
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for 
ail the house of Israel his companions : and 
join them one to another into one stick; and 
they shall become one in thine hand. And 
when the children of thy people shall speak 
unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us 
what thou meanest by these? Say imto 
them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I 
will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the 
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel liis 
fellows, and will put them with himi even 
with the stick of Judah, and make them one 
stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. 
And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be 
in thine hand before their eyes. And say 
unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; Be- 
hold, I wiU take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land: and I will 
make them one nation in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be 
king to them all: and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at all: neither 
shall they defile themselves any more with 
their idols, nor with their detestable things, 
nor with any of their transgressions: but I 
will save them out of ail their dwelHngplaces, 
wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them : so shall they be my people, and I will 
be their God. 

And David my servant shall be king over 
them; and they all shall have one shepherd: 
they shall also walk in my judgments, and 
observe my statutes, and do them. And they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have 
dwelt ; and they shall dwell therein, even they, 
and their children, and their children’s chil- 
dren for ever : and my servant David shall be 
their prince for ever. Moreover I will make a 
covenant of peace with them ; it shall be an ever- 
lasting covenant with them: and I will place 
them, and multiply them, and will set my sanc- 
tuary in the midst of them for evermore. My 
tabernacle also shall be with them : yea, I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And the heathen shall know that I the Lord 
do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of them for evermore. 
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will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth 
part of thee, and will cause thee to come up 
from the north parts, and will bring thee 
upon the mountains of Israel: and I will 
smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will 
cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right 
hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains 
of Israel, thou, and all tliy bands, and tlie 
people that is with thee : I will give thee unto 
the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the 
beasts of the held to be devoured. Thou 
shalt fall upon tlie open field: for I have 
spoken it, saith the Lord God. And I wiU 
send a fire on Magog, and among them that 
dwell carelessly in the isles : and they shall 
know that I am the Lord. So will I make my 
holy name known in the midst of my people 
Israel; and I will not let them pollute my 
holy name any more: and the heathen shall 
know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in 
Israel. Behold, it is come, and it is done, 
saith the Lord God; this is the day whereof 
I have spoken. And they that dwell in the 
cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on 
fire and burn the weapons, both the shields 
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, 
and the handstaves, and the spears, and they 
shall burn them with fire seven years : so that 
they shall take no wood out of the field, 
neither cut down any out of the forests; for 
they shall burn the weapons with fire: and 
they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and 
rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord 
God. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
I will give unto Gog a place there of graves 
in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the 
east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of 
the passengers: and there shall they bury 
Gog and all his multitude : and they shall 
call it The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven 
months shall the house of Israel be burying 
of them, that they may cleanse the land. Yea, 
all the people of the land shall bury them; 
and it shall be to them a renown the day that 
I shall be glorified, saith the Lord God. And 
they shall sever out men of continual employ- 
ment, passing through the land to bury with 
the passengers those that remain upon the 
face of the earth, to cleanse it: after the end 
of seven months shall they search. And the 
passengers that pass through the land, when 
any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up 
a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it 


in the valley of Hamon-gog, And also the 
name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus 
shall they cleanse the land. 

And, diou son of man, thus saith the Lord 
God; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and 
to every beast of the field. Assemble your- 
selves, and come; gather yourselves on every 
side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, 
even a great sacrifice upon the moimtains of 
Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 
Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and 
drinlc the blood of the princes of the earth, 
of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, 
ail of them fadings of Bashan. And ye shall 
eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till 
ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have 
sacrificed for you. Thus ye shall be filled 
at my table with horses and chariots, with 
mighty men, and with all men of war, saith 
the Lord God. 

And I will set my glory among the 
heathen, and all the heathen shall see my 
judgment that I have executed, and my hand 
that I have laid upon them. So the house of 
Israel shall know that I am the Lord dieir 
God from that day and forward. And the 
heathen shall know that the house of Israel 
went into captivity for their iniquity: be- 
cause they trespassed against me, therefore 
hid I my face from them, and gave them into 
the hand of their enemies : so fell they all by 
the sword. According to their uncleanness 
and according to their transgressions have I 
done imto them, and hid my face from them. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Now 
will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and 
have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, 
and will be jealous for my holy name; after 
that they have borne their shame, and all 
their trespasses whereby they have trespass- 
ed against me, when they dwelt safely in 
their land, and none made them afraid. 
When I have brought them again from the 
people, and gathered them out of their 
enemies’ lands, and am sanctified in them in 
the sight of many nations; then shall they 
know that I am the Lord ^eir God, which 
caused them to be led into captivity among 
the heathen : but I have gathered them unto 
their own land, and have left none of them 
any more there. Neither will I hide my face 
any more from them: for I have poured out 
my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the 
Lord God. 
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length thereof^ and the breadth thereof. And the outward court; and palm trees were 
the little chambers thereof were three on upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on 
this side and three on that side ; and the posts that side : and the going up to it had eight 
thereof and the arches thereof were after the steps, 

measure of the first gate : the length thereof And he brought me to the north gate, and 
was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and measured it according to these measures ; the 
twenty cubits. And their windows, and their little chambers thereof, the posts thereof, 
arches, and their palm trees, were after the and the arches thereof, and the windows to 
measure of the gate that looketh toward the it round about: the length was fifty cubits, 
east; and they went up unto it by seven steps; and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And 
and the arches thereof were before them, the posts thereof were toward the utter 
And the gate of the inner court was over court; and palm trees were upon the posts 
against the gate toward the north, and to- thereof, on this side, and on that side: and 
ward the east; and he measured from gate the going up to it had eight steps. 


to gate an hundred cubits. 

The Inner Court 

After that he brought me toward the south 
and behold a gate toward the south: and he 
measured the posts thereof and the arches 
thereof according to these measures. And 
there were windows in it and in the arches 
thereof round about, like those windows : the 
length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five 
and twenty cubits. And there were seven 
steps to go up to it, and the arches thereof 
were before them : and it had palm trees, one 
on this side, and another on that side, upon 
the posts thereof. And there was a gate in 
the inner court toward the south: and he 
measured from gate to gate toward the south 
an htmdred cubits. 

And he brought me to the inner court by 
the south gate: and he measured the south 
gate according to these measures; and the 
little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, 
and the arches thereof, according to these 
measures : and there were windows in it and 
in the arches thereof round about : it was fifty 
cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad. 
And the arches round about were five and 
twenty cubits long, and five cubits broad. 
And the arches thereof were toward the 
utter court; and palm trees were upon the 
posts thereof : and the going up to it had 
eight steps. 

And he brought me into the inner court 
toward the east : and he measured the gate 
according to these measures. And the litde 
chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and 
the arches thereof, were according to these 
measures: and there were windows therein 
and in the arches thereof round about ; it was 
fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits 
broad. And the arches thereof were toward 


And the chambers and the entries thereof 
were by the posts of the gates, where they 
washed the burnt offering. And in the porch 
of the gate were two tables on this side, and 
two tables on that side, to slay thereon the 
burnt offering and the sin offering and the 
trespass offering. And at the side without, 
as one goeth up to the entry of the north 
gate, were two tables ; and on the other side, 
which was at the porch of the gate, were two 
tables. Four tables were on this side, and 
four tables on that side, by the side of the 
gate; eight tables, whereupon they slew 
their sacrifices. And the four tables were of 
hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit 
and an half long, and a cubit and an half 
broad, and one cubit high : whereupon also 
they laid the instruments wherewith they 
slew the burnt offering and the sacrifice. And 
within were hooks, an hand broad, fastened 
round about: and upon the tables was the 
flesh of the offering. 

The Singers^ Cloisters 

And without the inner gate were the 
chambers of the singers in the inner court, 
which was at the side of the north gate; and 
their prospect was toward the south: one at 
the side of the east gate having the prospect 
toward the north. And he said unto me. 
This chamber, whose prospect is toward the 
south, is for priests, the keepers of the 
charge of the house. And the chamber 
whose prospect is toward the north is for the 
priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar : 
these are the sons of Zadok among the sons 
of Levi, which come near to the Lord to 
minister unto him. So he measured the 
court, an hundred cubits long, and an hun- 
dred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar 
that was before the house. 



THE GLORY OF SERVICE FOR A SACRED CAUSE 

God has launched a great movement for the good of all mankind. He seeks volunteersi 
who mil enlist in His service and make His cause their own. From this standpoint we 
may look upon the Church or Temple as the head-quarters of the movement. Ezekiel^ 
consider the place he gives the Temple in his vision of the future, sees it as the 
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creative centre of the new age. 
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And there were made on them;, on the doors 
of the temple^ cherubims and palm trees^ like 
as were made upon the walls ; and there were 
thick planks upon the face of the porch 
without. And there were narrow windows 
and palm trees on the one side and on the 
other side^ on the sides of the porch, and 
upon the side chambers of the house, and 
thick planks. 

The Outer and Inner Courts 

Then he brought me forth into the utter 
courtj the way toward the north: and he 
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bers and the south chambers, which are 
before the separate place, they be holy cham- 
bers, where the priests that approach unto 
the Lord shall eat the most holy things: 
there shall they lay the most holy things, and 
the meat offering, and the sin offering, and 
the trespass offering; for the place is holy. 
When the priests enter therein, then shall 
they not go out of the holy place into the 
utter court, but there they shall lay their 
garments wherein they minister; for they are 
holy; and shall put on other garments, and 
shall approach to those things which are for 
the people. 

^ ‘ d made an end of measur- 
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name, shall the house of Israel no more de- 
file, neither they, nor their kings, by their 
whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings 
in their high places. In their setting of their 
threshold by my thresholds, and their post 
by my posts, and the wall between me and 
them, they have even defiled my holy name 
by their abominations that they have com- 
mitted: wherefore I have consumed them 
in mine anger. Now let them put away their 
whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, 
far from me, and I will dwell in the midst 
of them for ever. 

Plan Shown to the People 

Thou son of man, shew the house to the 
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of 
their iniquities: and let them measure the 
pattern. And if they be ashamed of ail that 
they have done, shew them the form of the 
house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings 
out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and 
all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances 
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the 
laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that 
they may keep the whole form thereof, and 
all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 
This is the law of the houses Upon the top 
of the mountain the whole limit thereof 
round about shall be most holy. Behold, 
this is the law of the house. 

The Altar 

And these are the measures of the altar 
after the cubits : The cubit is a cubit and an 
hand breadth; even the bottom shall be a 
cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the 
border thereof by the edge thereof round 
about shall be a span: and this shall be 
the higher place of the altar. And from the 
bottom upon the groimd even to the lower 
settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one 
cubit; and from the lesser settle even to the 
greater settle shaU be four cubits, and the 
breadth one cubit. So the altar shall be four 
cubits; and from the altar and upward shaU 
be four horns. And the altar shall be twelve 
cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four 
squares thereof. And the settle shall be 
fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in 
the four squares thereof; and the border 
about it shall be half a cubit ; and the bottom 


thereof shall be a cubit about; and his stairs 
shall look toward the east. 

And he said imto me. Son of man, thus 
saith the Lord Gon; These are the ordin- 
ances of the altar in the day when they shall 
make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and 
to sprinkle blood thereon. And thou shalt 
give to the priests the Levites that be of the 
seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to 
minister unto me, saith the Lord God, a 
young btillock for a sin offering. And thou 
shalt take of the blood thereof, and put it on 
the four horns of it, and on the four corners 
of the settle, and upon the border round 
about: thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it. 
Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin 
offering, and he shall burn it in the appointed 
place of the house, without the sanctuary. 
And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid 
of the goats without blemish for a sin offer- 
ing; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they 
did cleanse it with the bullock. When thou 
hast made an end of cleansing it, thou shalt 
offer a young bullock without blemish, and 
a ram out of the flock without blemish. And 
thou shalt offer them before the Lord, and 
the priests shall cast salt upon them, and 
they shall offer them up for a burnt offering 
unto the Lord. Seven days shalt thou pre- 
pare every day a goat for a sin offering: they 
shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram 
out of the flock, without blemish. Seven 
days shall they pxirge the altar and purify it; 
and they shah consecrate themselves. And 
when these days are expired, it shall be, that 
upon the eighth day, and so forward, the 
priests shall make your burnt offerings upon 
the altar, and your peace oflerings; and I 
will accept you, saith the Lord God. 

The Closed Gate 

Then he brought me back the way of the 
gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh 
toward the east; and it was shut.^ Then said 
the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, 
it shall not be opened, and no man shall 
enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of 
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 
shall be shut. It is for the prince ; the prince, 
he shaU sit in it to eat bread before the Lord ; 
he shall enter by the way of the porch of that 
gate, and shaU go out by the way of the 
same. 


* The eastern gate of the towns of Roman foundation in England was always reserved for the prince. 
In many cathedrals, where there is a triple eastern door, the middle one is known as the king’s entrance; 
in some churches this middle section is generally kept shut. 

872. 


1 " 


TEMPLE OFFICERS Ezek 44 , 4 -- 45 , 17 

In their person^ their dress^ and their conduct 
the officers of the Temple will show forth the 
sanctity of the Holy Place. The duties of the 
different officers are carefully distinguished^ 
and have been drawn up with the obvious inten-- 
tion of preserving social integrity in the life of 
the community^ as well as ministering to its 
spiritual or religious needs. 

Then brought he me the way of the north 
gate before the house: and I looked, and^ 
behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house 
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holy place: but they shall bear their shame, 
and their abominations which they have 
committed. But I will make them keepers of 
the charge of the house, for all the service 
thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. 

Priests^ Duties and Estates 

But the priests the Levites, the sons of 
Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary 
when the children of Israel went astray from 
me, they shall come near to me to minister 
unto me, and they shall stand before me to 
offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the 




all come near t< 


they go fo 


ley mimsterea, ana 


1 they enter mto the mner court. rJe 
they take for their wives a widow 


■;"i ill" 


iway tar trom 


lens of the seed or the house ot is 


eir idols , they shall teach my people the dinerence net 
Yet they shall the holy and profane, and cause thei 
having charge discern between the unclean and the c 
ministering to And in controversy they shall stand in j 
burnt oflfering ment: and they shall judge it accordu 




cm. Because 


Israel to fall into 


led the house or 
therefore have I 


my statutes in aU mine assembhes 
shall hallow my sabbaths* iimd 
come at no dead person to defile t 
5S : but for father, or for mother, < 




Lord God, and 1 


near to am 


r that hath had no husband, they 
e themselves* And after he is clea 
shall reckon unto him seven days* 





EZEKIEL 44 27 

unto the inner courts to minister in the sanc- 
tuary^ he shall offer his sin offerings saith the 
Lord God. 

And it shall be tmto them for an inherit- 
ance: I am their inheritance: and ye shall 
give them no possession in Israel : I am their 
possession. They shall eat the meat offering, 
and the sin offering, and the trespass offer- 
ing; and every dedicated thing in Israel shall 
be their’s. And the first of all the firstfruits 
of all things, and every oblation of all, of 
every sort of your oblations, shall be the 
priest’s: ye shall also give unto the priest 
the first of yonr dough, that he may cause 
the blessing to rest in thine house. The 
priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead 
of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast. 

Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot the 
land for inheritance, ye shall offer an oblation 
unto the Lord, an holy portion of the land: 
the length shall be the length of five and 
twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth shall 
be ten thousand. This shall be holy in ail 
the borders thereof round about. Of this 
there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred 
in length, with five hundred in breadth, 
square round about; and fifty cubits round 
about for the suburbs thereof. And of this 
measure shalt thou measure the length of 
five and twenty thousand, and the breadth of 
ten thousand : and in it shall be the sanctuary 
and the most holy place. The holy portion 
of the land shall be for the priests the minis- 
ters of the sanctuary, which shall come near 
to minister unto the Lord : and it shall be a 
place for their houses, and an holy place for 
the sanctuary. And the five and twenty 
thousand of length, and the ten thousand of 
breadtii^ shall also the Levites, the ministers 
of the house, have for themselves, for a 
possession for twenty chambers. And ye 
shall appoint the possession of the city five 
thousand broad, and five and twenty thou- 
sand long, over against the oblation of the 
holy portion: it shall be for the whole house 
of Israel. And a portion shall be for the 
prince on the one side and on the other side 
of the oblation of the holy portion, and of 
the possession of the city, before the oblation 
of the holy portion, and before the possession 
of the city, from the west side westward, and 
from the east side eastward : and the length 
shall be over against one of the portions, 
from the west border unto tlie east border. 
In the land shall be his possession in Israel: 
and my princes shall no more oppress my 


people; and the rest of the land shall they 
give to the house of Israel according to their 
tribes. 

Duties and Rights of Princes 

Thus saith the Lord God; Let it suffice 
you, O princes of Israel: remove violence 
and spoil, and execute judgment and jus- 
tice, take away your exactions from my 
people, saith the Lord God. Ye shall have 
just balances, and a just ephah, and a just 
bath. The ephah and the bath shall be of one 
measure, that the bath may contain the tenth 
part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth 
part of an homer: the measure thereof shall 
be after the homer. And the shekel shall be 
twenty gerahs : twenty shekels, five and 
twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your 
maneh. 

This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the 
sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, 
and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah of 
an homer of barley : concerning the ordin- 
ance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the 
tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which is 
an homer of ten baths ; for ten baths are an 
homer : and one lamb out of the flock, out of 
two hundred, out of the fat pastures of 
Israel; for a meat offering, and for a burnt 
offering, and for peace offerings, to make 
reconciliation for them, saith the Lord God. 
All the people of the land shall give this 
oblation for the prince in Israel. And it shall 
be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, 
and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in 
the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the 
sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of 
Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and 
the meat offering, and the burnt offering, 
and the peace offerings, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the house of Israel. 

SACRED FESTIVALS Bzeh 45, i8--46 , 24 

Unlike some of the other prophets^ Ezekiel 
demands that the people shall keep the Festi^ 
vals^ and reckon the offering of sacrifices as 
an essential part of worship » 

Thus saith the Lord God; In the first 
month, in the first day of the month, thou 
shalt take a yoimg bullock without blemish, 
and cleanse the sanctuary: and the priest 
shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and 
put it upon the posts of the house, and upon 
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he said \into me> Son of man, hast 
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Preparing the Sacrifices 

After he brought me through the entry, 
which was at the side of the gate, into the 
holy chambers of the priests, which looked 
toward the north: and, behold, there was a 
place on the two sides westward. Then said 
he unto me. This is the place where the 
priests shall boil the trespass offering and 
the sin offering, where they shall bake tlae 
meat offering; that they bear them not out 
into the utter court, to sanctify the people. 
Then he brought me forth into the utter 
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court, and caused me to pass by the four 
corners of the court; and, behold, in every 
corner of the court there was a court. In the 
four corners of the court there were courts 
joined of forty cubits long and thirty broad: 
these four corners were of one measure. And 
there was a row of building round about in 
them, round about them four, and it was 
made with boiling places under the rows 
round about. Then said he unto me, These 
are the places of them that boil, where the 
ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifice 
of the people. 

Ezekiel 47, i — 48, 35 

een said that the Prophefs vision of the River of Life was meant to be taken 
fj that it merely expresses the hope or promise that the arid^, desert strip of 
lying between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea will be made fertile and fruitful^ 
it the land is to he the dwelling-place of God and His people. But we cannot 
"-he reappearance of the vision (without the Temple) to the writer of the 
^pse (Rev. 21 ), and would hesitate to limit the meaning of the thought on this 
a physical stream. To our minds^ the lovely vision is^ to every new age^ a 
reoelation of the life-giving:^ healings heavenly spirit that refreshes the hearts 
and flows from every act of worship. 


NEW VITALITY 


River of Life 

rERWARD he broughtme again unto the 
' of the house; and, behold, waters issued 
from under threshold of the house 
vard : for the forefront of the house stood 
the east, and the waters came down 
ider from the right side of the house, 
)uth side of the altar. Then brought 
lUt of the way of the gate northward, 
me about the way without unto the 
te by the way that looketh eastward; 
hold, there ran out waters on the 
ie. 

vhen the man that had the line in his 
ent forth eastward, he measured a 
i cubits, and he brought me through 
:ers; the waters were to the ankles, 
te measured a thousand, and brought 
)ugh the waters; the waters were to 
es. Again he measured a thousand, 
ught me through; the waters were to 
,s. Afterward he measured a thou- 
id it was a river that I could not pass 
►r the waters were risen, waters to 
, a river that could not be passed 
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thou seen this? Then he brought me, and 
caused me to return to the brink of the river. 
Now when I had returned, behold, at the 
bank of the river were very many trees on 
the one side and on the other. Then said he 
unto me. These waters issue out toward the 
east country, and go down into the desert, 
and go into the sea: which being brought 
forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 
And it shall come to pass, that every thing 
that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the 
rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall 
be a very great multitude of fish, because 
these waters shall come thither: for they 
shall be healed; and every thing shall live 
whither the river cometli. And it shall come 
to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it 
from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; they 
shall be a place to spread forth nets; their 
fish shall be according to their kinds, as the 
fish of the great sea, exceeding many. But 
the miry places thereof and the marishes 
thereof shall not be healed; they shall be 
given to salt. And by the river upon the bank 
thereof, on this side and on that side, shall 
grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not 
fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be con- 
sumed : it shall bring forth new fruit accord- 






TIME CANNOT DIM THE GLORY OF THEIR DEEDS 
NOR DESTROY THE KINGDOM OF THEIR DREAMS 


In order to understand this hook it is necessary to keep two things in mind. The first 
part {chs. i-6) consists of narratives that appear to describe events that took place in 
Babylon during theyears 604-5228,0. Actually, the writer, because of persecution, was 
using past history merely as a vehicle to conceal from the persecutors the fact that he was 
dealing with the existing conditions of his own time, under the reign of the Syrian king 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 175-164 B,c. The second part (chs. 7-12) consists of prophecies, 
but not in the ordinary sense of the word. The writer uses prophecy as he uses history — 
as the vehicle of a message that will stimulate the faith of his people, but presented in 
such a way that it will not bring upon him or them the wrath of their enemies. He depicts, 
in the form of symbolic visions attributed to Daniel, the history of the preceding four 
JtUTldTcd ysavs ^ith cl i^Tcdictiotl of tho itVtfyiBdiflfs, fufuTP tn ^ho7i) fJinf f* c fhp 







DANIEL 2, 45 

come to pass hereafter: and the dream is 
certain^ and the interpretation thereof sure. 
Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon 
liis face, and worshipped Daniel, and com- 
manded that they should offer an oblation 
and sweet odours unto him. The king 
answered unto Daniel, and said. Of a truth 
it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, see- 
ing thou couldest reveal this secret. Then 
the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler 
over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over all the wise men 
of Babylon, Then Daniel requested of the 
king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon : but Daniel sat in the g^te of the 
king. 


THE FIERY FURNACE 


Dan, 3, 1-30 


Daniel does not figure in this story ^ and it is 
idle to try to find areason for the omission. We 
are not sorry. For the story shows that there 
were others in the country whose faith and 
resolution were as strong as DanieVSi andyWhat 
is equally valuable at such times^ as ready as he 
was to live up to their convictions. They did 
not wait to be given a lead^ huh iti the absence 
of their leader ^ faithfully and bravely played 
their part for what they believed to be right and 


Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image 
gold, whose height was threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it 
in the plain of Dura, in the province of 
Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 
sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the coimsellers, the sheriffs, and 
the rulers of the provinces, to come to the 
dedication of the image which Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, 
the governors, and captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication of the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; 
and they stood before the image that Nebu- 
chadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried 
aloud. To you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages, that at what time ye 
the sound of the comet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all l^ds of 


musick, ye fall down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 
set up: and whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There- 
fore at that time, when all the people heard 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the 
people, the nations, and the languages, fell 
down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans 
came near, and accused the Jews. They 
spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, 
O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast 
made a decree, that every man that shall hear 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick, shall fall down and worship the 
golden image: and whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There 
are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O 
king, have not regarded thee : they serve not 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and 
fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 
spake and said unto them, Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not 
ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden 
image which I have set up? Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp^ sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the image which I have 
made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall 
be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace; and who is that God 
that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, an- 
swered and said to the king, O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden unage which 
thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, 
and die form of his visage was changed 
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IN THE COMPANY OF MEN OF HEROIC SPIRIT 


The sacred story on this page brings to mind an entry in the diary of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton, He and Ms two companions were at a perilous stage of their journey when 
a fourth:^ a hardly visible Presence:^ joined them and acted as their guide. 


against Shadrach, Meshachj and Abed-nego : 
therefore he spakca and commanded that 
they should heat the furnace one seven times 
more than it was wont to be heated^ And he 
commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach^ Meshach, ^d 
Abed-negOj and to cast them into the burn- 
ing fiery furnace* Then these men were 
bound in their coats^ their hosen> and their 
hats, and their other garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace* 
Therefore because the Mng^s commandment 
was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, 
the flame of the fire slew those men that took 
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fen down bound into the midst 
of the burning fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was as- 
tonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and 
said unto his counsellers. Did not we cast 


three men bound into the midst of the fire? 
They answered and said unto the king. True, 
O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son^ of God. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of 
the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and 
said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
ye servants of the most high God, come forth, 
and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of 
the fire. And the princes, governors, and 
captains, md the king’s counsellers, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
an hair of their head singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had 
passed bn them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said. 
Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 


^ Like a heavenly being, an angel; R.V, ‘a son of the gods* . 
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DANIELS, 28 

and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and 
delivered his servants that trusted in him, 
and have changed the king’s word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god, except their own 
God. Therefore I m^e a decree. That every 
people, nation, and language, which speak 
any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in 
pieces, and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill: because there is no other God that 
can deliver after this sort. Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, in the province of Babylon, 


BEFORE THE KING 


Dan. 4 , 1-37 


This second series of three stories seems to run 
parallel to the first three. Both begin with a 
story about food* In the firsts Daniel refuses the 
food recommended by Babylon^ and here the 
tree that supplies the food to all who live under 
it is cut down* Obviously ^ more than food is 
intended by the figure* It symbolizes Baby-- 
Ionian civilization as unfit for God^s people* 
And the head of that civilization^ even the 
great King^ shall be brought down to the level 
of the brute creation, ” 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earthy Peace be multiplied unto you. I 
thought it good to shew the signs and 
wonders that the high God hath wrought 
toward me. How great are his signs! and 
how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is 
from generation to generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine 
house, and flourishing in my palace : I saw 
a dream which made me afraid, and the 
thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my 
head troubled me. Therefore made I a de- 
cree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon 
before me, that they might make known unto 
me the interpretation of the dream. Then 
came in the magicians, the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told 
the dream before them 5 but they did not 
make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof. But at the last Daniel came in before 
me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according 
to the name of my god, and in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods : and before him I told 
the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, master 
of the magicians, because I know that the 


spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no 
secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of 
my dream that I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof. Thus were the visions of 
mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a 
tree in the midst of the earth, and the height 
thereof was great. The tree grew, and was 
strong, and the height thereof reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of 
all the earth : the leaves thereof were fair, and 
the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
for all: the beasts of the field had shadow 
xmder it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt 
in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed 
of it. I saw in the visions of my head upon 
my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy 
one came down from heaven; he cried aloud, 
and said thus. Hew down the tree, and cut 
off his branches, shake off his leaves, and 
scatter his fruit : let the beasts get away from 
under it, and the fowls from his branches : 
nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in 
the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, 
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 
portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth; let his heart be changed from man’s, 
and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; 
and let seven times pass over him. This 
matter is by the decree of the watchers, and 
the demand by the word of the holy ones : 
to the intent that the living may know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest of men. This 
dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. 
Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the inter- 
pretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise 
men of my kingdom are not able to make 
known unto me the interpretation: but thou 
art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in 
thee. 

The Dream Interpreted 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belte- 
shazzar, was astonied for one hour, and 
his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, 
and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, 
the dream be to them that hate thee, and the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies. The 
tree that thou sawest, which grew, and 
was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; 




DANIEL 5; 2 

might drink therein. Then they brought the 
golden vessels that were taken out of the 
temple of the house of God which was at 
Jerusalem 5 and the king^ and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 
They drank wine, and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone. In the same hour came forth 
fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaister of 
the wall of the Idng’s palace: and the king 
saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then 
the king’s countenance was changed, and 
his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints 
of liis loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. The king cried aloud 
to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, 
and the soothsayers. And the king spake, 
and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whoso- 
ever shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the king- 
dom. Then came in all the king’s wise men : 
but they could not read the writing, nor 
make loiown to the king the interpretation 
thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly 
troubled, and his countenance was changed 
in him, and Ms lords were astonied. 


Now the queen, by reason of the words of 
the king and Ms lords, came into the banquet 
house r and the queen spake and said, O king, 
live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed : 
there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is 
the spirit of the holy gods i and in the days 
of thy father light and tmder standing and 
wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was 
found in him^ whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, 
made master of the magicians, astrologers, 
Chaldeans, and soothsayers ; forasmuch as an 
excellent spirit, and knowledge, and under- 
standing, interpreting of dreams, and shew- 
ing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, 
whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let 
Daniel be called, and he will shew the inter- 
pretation. 

Then was Daniel brought in before the 
king. And the king spake and said tmto 
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, wMch art of 
the cMldren of the captivity of Judah, whom 


the king my father brought out of Jewry? I 
have even heard of thee, that the spirit of 
the gods is in thee, and that light and under- 
standing and excellent wisdom is found in 
thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, 
have been brought in before me, that they 
should read tMs writing, and make known 
unto me the interpretation thereof : but they 
could not shew the interpretation of the 
thing: and I have heard of thee, that thou 
canst make interpretations, and dissolve 
doubts : now if thou canst read the writing, 
and make known to me the interpretation 
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, 
and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and 
shalt be the tMrd ruler in the kingdom. 

God^s Message 

Then Daniel answered and said before 
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give 
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the 
writing unto the king, and make known to 
him the interpretation. O thou king, the 
most Mgh God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, 
and honour: and for the majesty that he 
gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom he 
would he slew; and whom he would he kept 
alive; and whom he would he set up; and 
whom he would he put down. But when Ms 
heart was lifted up, and Ms mind hardened 
in pride, he was deposed from Ms kingly 
throne, and they took Ms glory from Mm: 
and he was driven from the sons of men; and 
Ms heart was made like the beasts, and Ms 
dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed 
him with grass like oxen, and Ms body was 
wet with the dew of heaven ; till he knew that 
the most Mgh God ruled in the Idngdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whom- 
soever he will. And thou Ms son, O Bel- 
shazzar, hast not humbled tMne heart, though 
thou knewest all this; but hast lifted up thy- 
self against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of Ms house before 
thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and 
thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; 
and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, wMch 
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified: then was 
the part of the hand sent from Mm; and tMs 
writing was written. 


God^s Messenger 



IN THE LION’S DEN 


Dan, 6, 1-28 


DANIEL 6, iB 

And this is the writing that was written^ the coimsellers^ and the captains^ have con- 
MENE, MENE3 TEKEL3 UPHARSIN.^ suited together to establish a royal statute. 
This is the interpretation of the thing: and to make a firm decree^ that whosoever 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, shall ask a petition of any God or man for 
and fimshed it. TEKEL; Thou are weighed thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be 
in the balances, and art found wanting, cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, 
FERES ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given establish the decree, and sign the writing, 
to the Medes and Persians. Then com- that it be not changed, according to the law 
manded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about not. Wherefore king Darius signed the 
his neck, and made a proclamation concern- writing and the decree, 
ing hm, that he should be the third ruler in Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
the kingdom. was signed, he went into his house; and his 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of windows being open in his chamber toward 
the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
tookthekingdom,being about threescore and times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
two years old. before his God, as he did aforetime. Then 

these men assembled, and found Daniel 

IN THE LION’S DEN Dm. 6, 1-28 suppUcation before Ms 

’ God. Then they came near, and spake 

This story, like the third in the first series^ before the king concerning the king’s decree; 
turns on the issues of life and death: on God^s Hast thou not signed a decree, that every 
power to preserve and deliver those who put man that shall ask a petition of any God or 
their trust in Him* It is an assurance to men tnan within thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
who are persecuted and condemned to death shallbecastinto the den of lions? The king 
that God will not forsake them in their dire answered and said. The thing is true, accord- 
need, nor suffer them to be utterly destroyed, iiig to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
Men of God are indestructible. which altereth not. Then answered they and 

said before the king. That Daniel, which is 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
an hundred and twenty princes, which should regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree 
be over the whole kingdom; and over these that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition 
three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: three times a day. Then the king, when he 
that the princes might give accounts unto heard these words, was sore displeased with 
them, and the king should have no damage, himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver 
Then this Daniel was preferred above the him: and he laboured till the going down of 
presidents and princes, because an excellent the sun to deliver him. Then these men 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to assembled imto the king, and said unto the 
set him over the whole realm. king. Know, O king, that the law of the 

Then the presidents and princes sought Medes and Persians is. That no decree nor 
to find occasion against Daniel concerning statute which the king establisheth may be 
the kingdom; but they could find none changed. 

occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was Then the king commanded, and they 
faithful, neither was there any error or fault brought Daniel, and cast him into the den 
found in him. Then said these men. We of lions. Now the king spake and said unto 
shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest con- 
Daniel, except we find it against him con- tinually, he will deliver thee. And a stone 
cerning the law of his God. Then these was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the 
presidents and princes assembled together den 5 and the king sealed it with his own 
to the king, and said thus unto him. King signet, and with, the signet of his lords; that 
Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the purpose might not be changed concern- 
the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, ing Daniel. Then the king went to his 

* The difference between upharsin and is easily explsdned: pharsin is the plural form ofperes, and the 
letter u is a connecting partidie. But the exact meaning of each word of the inscription is not so easily deter- 
mined. Upharsin is a play on the word ‘Persians*. Weights as denoting the value of persons occur also 
in the Talmud. Peres ' (mina) is in reference to Bel, a worthless son. 


This story, like the third in the first series^, 
turns on the issues of life and death: on God^s 
power to preserve and deliver those who put 
their trust in Him. It is an assurance to men 
who are persecuted and condemned to death 
that God will not forsake them in their dire 
need, nor suffer them to be utterly destroyed. 
Men of God are indestructible. 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 
an hundred and twenty princes, which should 
be over the whole kingdom; and over these 
three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: 
that the princes might give accounts unto 
them, and the king should have no damage. 
Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
presidents and princes, because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to 
set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought 
to find occasion against Daniel concerning 
the kingdom; but they could find none 
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was 
faithful, neither was there any error or fault 
found in him. Then said these men. We 
shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God. Then these 
presidents and princes assembled together 
to the king, and said thus unto him. King 
Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of 
the kingdom, the governors, and the princes. 



DANIEL 6, i8 

palace^ and passed the night fasting : neither 
were instruments of musick brought before 
him: and his sleep went from him. 

Then the king arose very early in the 
mornings and went in haste imto the den of 
lions. And when he came to the den^ he cried 
with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and 
the king spake and said to Daniels O Danieh 
servant of the living God^ is thy God^ whom 
thou servest continually^ able to deliver thee 
from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the 
king, O king, live for ever. My God hath 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me : foras- 
much as before him innocency was found in 
mei and also before thee, O king, have I done 
no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad 
for him, and commanded that they should 
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel 
was taken up out of the den, and no manner 
of hurt was found upon him, because he 
believed in his God. 


And the king commanded, and they 
brought those men which had accused 
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of 
lions, Aem, their children, and their wives 5 
and the lions had the mastery of them, and 
brake all their bones in pieces or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den. 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth; Peace be multiplied imto you. I make 
a decree. That in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel : for he is the living God, and 
stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed, and his dominion 
shall be even unto the end. He delivereth 
and rescueth, and he worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 

So this Daniel prospered in the reign 
of Darius, and in tiie reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 


VISIONS OF THE FUTURE 
A REVELATION OF MAN’S EVERLASTING HOPE 


DANIEL CHAPTERS 7 , 1—12, 13 

Now Daniel dreams. Up to this point he has been the interpreter of the dreams of others. 
But whoever the dreamer^ the dream’-theme^ divested of its symbolic imagery:, is the 
same-^dramatic radical changes are on foot. The kingdoms men have set up are 
hastening to their end. Godwill setup a neWia greater and better kingdom. Compared 
with the brutal^ animahlike empires under which mankind was at this time afflicted:, 
it zvill be a human order of society^ a kingdom of good^-hearted and truc'-minded people. 
It win cover the earth and la^^^ ever; and will be brought into being by the direct 
action of God. ^Thy Kingdom come,^ But the kingdom of our prayers far exceeds the 
glory of the national or political kingdom of DanieVs dreams. 


I N the first year of Belshazzar king of 
BabylonDaniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed : then he wrote 
the dream, and told the sum of the 
matters. Daniel spake and said, I saw in my 
vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And 
four great beasts came up from the sea, 
diverse one from another. The first was like 
lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till 
the wings thereof were plucked, and it was 
lifted up from the earth, and made stand 
the feet as a man, and a man’s heart 
was given to it. And behold another beast, 
second, Uke to a bear, and it raised up itself 


on one side, and it had three ribs in the 
mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they 
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much fiesh. 
After this I beheld, and lo another, like a 
leopard, which had upon the back of it four 
wings of a fowl; the beast had also four 
heads ; and dominion was given to it. After 
this I saw in the night visions, and behold a 
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped 
the residue with the feet of it : and it was 
diverse from all the beasts that were before 
it; and it had ten horns. I considered the 
horns, and, behold, there came up among 
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mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood 
before the river a ram which had two horns : 
and the two horns were high^ but one was 
higher than the other, and the higher came 
up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, 
and northward, and southwards so that no 
beasts might stand before him, neither was 
there any that could deliver out of his hand; 
but he did according to his will, and became 
great. 

And as I was considering, behold, an he 
goat came from the west on the face of the 
whole earth, and touched not the ground: 
and the goat had a notable horn between his 
eyes.^ And he came to the ram that had two 
horns, which I had seen standing before the 
river, and ran unto him in the fury of his 
power. And I saw him come close unto the 
ram, and he was moved with choler against 
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two 
horns : and there was no power in the ram to 
stand before him, but he cast him down to the 
ground, and stamped upon him: and there 
was none that could deliver the ram out of 
his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very 
great : and when he was strong, the great horn 
was broken; and for it came up four notable 
ones toward the four winds of heaven. 

And out of one of them came forth a little 
horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward 
the south, and toward the east, and toward 
the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even 
to the host of heaven; and it cast down some 
of the host and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified 
himself even to the prince of the host, and 
by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. 
And an host was given him against the daily 
sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it 
cast down the truth to the ground; and it 
practised, and prospered. Then I heard one 
saint speaking, and another saint said unto 
that certain saint which spake, How long 
shall be the vision concerning the daily sacri- 


ing, then, behold, there stood before me as 
the appearance of a man. And I heard a 
man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, which 
called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to 
understand the vision. So he came near 
where I stood: and when he came, I was 
afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said 
unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at 
the time of the end shall be the vision. Now 
as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep 
sleep on my face toward the ground : but he 
touched me, and set me upright. And he 
said. Behold, I will make thee loxow what 
shall be in the last end of the indignation: 
for at the time appointed the end shall be. 
The ram which thou sawest having two 
horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 
And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: 
and the great horn that is between his eyes 
is the first king. Now that being broken^ 
whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation, but not in 
his power. And in the latter time of their 
kingdom, when the transgressors are come 
to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand 
up. And his power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power: and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, 
and shall destroy the mighty and the holy 
people. And through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by 
peace shall destroy many : he shall also stand 
up against the Prince of princes ; but he shall 
be broken without hand. And the vision of 
the evening and the morning which was told 
is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; 
for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel 
fainted^ and was sick certain days; afterward 
I rose up, and did the king’s business ; and I 
was astonished at the vision, but none imder- 
stood it. 

Jeremiah^ Prophecy 
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to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem unto the Messiah^ the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks : 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And after three- 
score and two weeks shall Messiah^ be cut off, 
but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall 
be with a flood, and imto the end of the war 
desolations are determined. And he shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one 
week : and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations 
he shall make it desolate, even until the con- 
summation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate. 

THE END OF AN AGE Dan. 10, 1—12, 13 

After an account of his fasting:, and the heavenly 
messenger sent to speak to him^, Daniel again 
goes over the course of history from the fall of 
Babylon to his own times^ the Greek occupation 
his country^ With graphic words he de-^ 
scribes the tyrant^ Antiochus Epiphanes^ and 
predicts his end. It will,, he also be the end 
of an age^ a time of distress and death for many. 
But out of it comes for us the first definite in-- 
timation of the individual resurrection of those 
who are evil^ as well as those who are good. 

year of Cyrus king of Persia a 
was revealed unto Daniel, whose name 
was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was 
but the time appointed was long : and 
he understood the thing, and had under- 
standing of the vision. In those days I 
Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate 
no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor 
wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint 
myself at all, till three whole weeks were 
fulfilled. And in the four and twentieth day 
of the first month, as I was by the side of the 
great river, which is Hiddekel; then I lifted 
up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a 
certain man clothed in linen, whose loins 
were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: his 
body also was like the beryl, and his face as 
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as 
lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like 

* The translation gives a wrong impression. It 

* Compare preceding note. Both passages refer 


in colour to polished brass, and the voice of 
his words like the voice of a multitude. And 
I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the men 
that were with me saw not the vision; but a 
great quaking fell upon them, so that they 
fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was 
left alone, and saw this great vision, and 
there remained no strength in me : for my 
comeliness was turned in me into corrup- 
tion, and I retained no strength. Yet heard 
I the voice of his words : and when I heard 
the voice of his words, then was I in a deep 
sleep on my face, and my face toward the 
ground. 

A Heavenly Messenger 

And, behold, an hand touched me, which 
set me upon my knees and upon the pahns 
of my hands. And he said unto me, O 
Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak unto thee, and stand 
upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And 
when he had spoken this word unto me, I 
stood trembling. Then said he imto me. 
Fear not, Daniel : for from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and 
to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy words. 
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me; and I remained there with the 
kings of Persia. Now I am come to make 
thee tmderstand what shall befall thy people 
in the latter days: for yet the vision is for 
many days. And when he had spoken such 
words unto me, I set my face toward the 
ground, and I became dumb. And, behold, 
one like the similitude of the sons of men 
touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, 
and spake, and said unto him that stood 
before me, O my lord, by the vision my 
sorrows are turned upon me, and I have 
retained no strength. For how can the 
servant of this my lord talk with this my 
lord? for as for me, straightway there re- 
mained no strengdi in me, neither is there 
breath left in me. 

Then there came again and touched me 
one like the appearance of a man, and he 
strengthened me, and said, O man greatly 
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee> be 
strong, yea, be strong. And when he had 

should read * an anointed one ^ 

to the High Pnest, Onias III, He was assassinated. 




spoken unto me/ 1 was strengthened, and 
said. Let my lord speak; for thou hast 
strengthened me. Then said he, Knowest 
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But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall 
assemble a multitude of great forces; and 
one shall certainly come, and overflow, and 

stirred up, even to his fortress. And the king 
of the south shall be moved with choler^ and 
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shall come in peaceably^ and obtain the king- 
dom by flatteries. And with the arms of a 
flood shall they be overflown from before 
him^ and shall be broken ; yea^ also the prince 
of the covenant. And after the league made 
with him he shall work deceitfully: for he 
shall come up^ and shall become strong with 
a small people. He shall enter peaceably 
even upon the fattest places of the province; 
and he shall do that which his fathers have 
not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he shall 
scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and 
riches : yea, and he shall forecast bis devices 
against the strong holds, even for a time. 
And he shall stir up his power and his 
courage against the king of the south with a 
great army; and the king of the south shall 
be stirred up to battle with a very great and 
mighty army; but he shall not stand: for 
they shall forecast devices against him. Yea, 
they that feed of the portion of liis meat 
shall destroy him, and his army shall over- 
flow: and many shall fail down slain. And 
both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mis- 
chief, and they shall speak lies at one table; 
but it shall not prosper : for yet the end shall 
be at the time appointed. 

Then shall he return into his land with 
great riches; and his heart shall be against 
the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, 
and return to his own land. At the time 
appointed he shall return, and come toward 
the south; but it shall not be as the former, 
or as the latter. For the ships of Chittim 
shall come against him: therefore he shall 
be grieved, and return, and have indignation 
against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he 
shall even return, and have intelligence with 
them that forsake the holy covenant. And 
arms shall stand on his part, and they 
shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and 
shall take away the daily sacrifice, and 
they shall place the abomination that maketh 
desolate,^ And such as do wickedly against 
the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries : 
but the people that do know their God shall 
be strong, and do exploits. And they that 
imderstand among the people shall instruct 
many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and 
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many 
days. Now when they shall fall, they shall be 
holpen with a little help: but many shall 
cleave to them with flatteries. And some of 
them of understanding shall fall, to try them, 

^ The heathen altar that Antiochns Epiphanes had s 
recovered by the Jews, and re-dedicated on the 25th ( 


and to purge, and to make them white, even 
to the time of the end: because it is yet for 
a time appointed. 

And the king shall do according to his 
will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify 
himself above every god, and shall speak 
marvellous things against the God of gods, 
and shall prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished: for that that is determined 
shall be done. Neither shall lie regard the 
God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, 
nor regard any god: for he shall magnify 
himself above all. But in his estate shall he 
honour the God of forces : and a god whom 
his fathers knew not shall he honour with 
gold, and silver, and with precious stones, 
and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the 
most strong holds with a strange god, whom 
he shall acknowledge and increase with glory : 
and he shall cause them to rule over many, 
and shall divide the land for gain. 

The End of the Age 

And at the time of the end shall the king 
of the south push at him: and the king of 
the north shall come against him like a whirl- 
wind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 
He shall enter also into the glorious land, 
and many countries shall be overthrown: 
but these shall escape out of his hand, even 
Edom, and Moab, and tlie chief of tiie 
children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth 
his hand also upon the countries: and the 
land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall 
have power over the treasures of gold and of 
silver, and over all the precious tilings of 
Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians 
shall be at liis steps. But tidings out of the 
east and out of the north shall trouble liim: 
therefore he shall go forth with great fury 
to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 
And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palace between the seas ixi the glorious holy 
mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him. 

The Fromm of a Resurrection 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the 
children of thy people: and there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since 

: up in the Temple. After three years the Temple was 
lisleu 165 B.G. — ^the 25th of December. 
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ASSYRIAN EMPIRE (884-606 B.c.) FALL OF SAMARIA (722 b.g.) 

The great prophet of this period was ISPJJCE ( 1 - 39 ). He saw Assyria's rise to 
power, the fall of Samaria, and the deliverance of Jerusalem. AMOS and HOSEA 
preceded Mm. micah was his young contemporary. 


NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE (625-538 B.c.) FALL OF JERUSALEM (586 B.C.) 

The great names of this period are those qf jeremiah, ezekiel, and, towards the end, 
ISAIAH II. Among the Minor Prophets, whose writings reflect the Mstory of the time, 
are ZEPHANIAHj NAHUM, HABAKKUKj am? obadiah. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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PERSIAN EMPIRE (558-331 B.c.) RETURN FROM EXILE (537 b.c.) 

At the leginning of the Persian period vie hear the voices of miOGAl and ZECHABIAH 
(1-8). Later, according to some scholars, came malachi and }OEL, follozoed, possibly 
in the Grecian period, by zechakiah (9-14) and JONAH. 


separately, th^ are shorter than the Major Prophets, forms a single book in the 
Hebrew Bible. It must not, however, be concluded from this that they were a 
separate group of prophets, who appeared at a later age than that of Isaiah, 
Jeretmah, and Ezekiel. For some of the Minor Prophets were actively prophesying 
during the life-time of the great prophets; the others preceded or came after them. 
The period, theref^e, rum before us coincides with that of the Major Prophets, but 
overlaps it; coverir^ altogether about six hundred years. 

Unless one is prepared to make a special study of Hebrew prophecy, much the most 
convenient way of reading these little books is to regard them as side-Ughts or flash- 
lights of revelation that for a moment light up human life and history , so that we can 
see them as men who believe in God ought to see them. Many different aspects of 
existence are in this way brought into view. Often these different aspects appear like 
companion pictures that have been placed side by side for emphasis in the arrangement 
of their order in our English version. If the first book, Hosea, and the last book, 
Malachi, are taken together, as th^ may he — as the banners of His love that are 
carried before and after Gods heralds of the Truth — then the books that come 
between, as willbeseen in our treatment of them, present, in pairs, messages of revelation 
for contrasted conditions of human existence. 



NEWS OF GOD FROM A BROKEN HOME 

WUbthkmm^ speah <f Im:. cf Oodb lave? inemn /«? 

From a few veiled and broken references we may piece together hs story. 
true love, it is too sacred to be drawn out in detail for the ears of the world. ^ But the 
scattered fragments are enough to enable sympathetic hearts to see his tragic 
and accept in silence the revelation of his experience. DeserM and forsaken bytU 
wife he loves, he ceases not to yearn for her; and when at last he meets her, degrM 
and leered for sale in the slave-market, he buys her back, and takes her agamyten^rly 
and lovingly, to his heart and home; there to be fully restored. But, says he, Gods^ 
love is greater than mine, more yearning, more lasting, reaching farther and 
more redemptive. The wonder of such love exceeds all knowledge. 


|HE word of the Lord that came 
unto Hosea, the son of Beeri^ in the 
days of Uzziah^ Jotham, Ahaz^ and 
Hezekiaha kings of Judahs and in the 
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash^ king of 
Israel* 

The beginning of the word of the Lord by 
Hosea* And the Lord said to Hosea^ Go^ 
xinto thee a wifeV of whoredoms and 
children of whoredoms: for the land hath 
committed great whoredom^ departing from 
Lord. So he went and took Corner the 
daughter of Liblaimj which conceived^ and 
him a son. And the Lord said imto 
himy Call his laame Jezreel; for yet a little 
whilea and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel 
upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to 
the kingdom of the house of Israel. 
And it shall come to pass at that day, that 
I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
ezreel. And she conceived again, and bare a 
daughter. And God said unto him, Call her 
Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have 
mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will 
utterly take them away. But I will have 
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save 
them by the Lord their God, and will not 
save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by 
battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Now 
she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she con- 
ceivedi and bare a son. Then said God, Call 

woman. 


his name Lo-ammi : for ye are not my people, 
and I win not be your God.^ 

Yet the number of the children of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be measured nor numbered; and it^ shall 
come to pass, that in the place where it was 
said unto them. Ye are not my people, there 
it shall be said unto them. Ye are the sons of 
the living God. Then shall the children of 
Judah and the children of Israel be gathered 
together, and appoint themselves one head, 

and they shall come up out of the land : for 
great shall be the day of Jezreel. Say ye unto 
your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, 
Ruhamah. . 

Plead with your mother, plead: for she is 
not my wife, neither am I her husband : let 
her therefore put away her whoredoms out 
of her sight, and her adulteries from between 
her breasts; lest I strip her naked, and set 
her as in the day that she was born, and make 
her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry 
land, and slay her with thirst. And I will 
not have mercy upon her children; for they 
be the children of whoredoms. For their 
mother hath played the harlot : she that con- 
ceived them hath done shamefully : for she 
said, I will go after my lovers, that give me 
■my bread and my water, my wool and my 
flax, mine oil and my drink. Therefore, 
behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns. 
He speaks of her with the knowledge of what she had 
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and make a wall^ that she shall not find her make a covenant for them with the beasts of 
paths. And she shall follow after her lovers, the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 

1 but she shall not overtake them ^ and she shall with the creeping things of the ground : and 

j seek them, but shall not find them : then I will break the bow and the sword and the 

I shall she say, I will go and return to my first battle out of the earth, and will make them 

I husband; for then was it better with me than to He down safely. And I will betroth thee 

I ^ unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee 

j For she did not know that I gave her corn, unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, 

I wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I 

j and gold, which they prepared for Baal, will even betroth thee xinto me in faithful- 

Therefore will I return, and take away my ness : and thou shalt know the Lord. And 

corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, 

season thereof, and will recover my wool and saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and 

my fax given to cover her nakedness. And they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall 

now will I discover her lewdness in the sight hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; 

of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out and they shall hear Jezreel. And I will sow 

of mine hand. I will also cause all her mirth her unto me in the earth; and I will have 

to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; 

her sabbaths, and ail her solemn feasts. And and I will say to them which were not my 

I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, people. Thou art my people; and they shall 

whereof she hath said. These are my rewards say. Thou art my God. 
that my lovers have given me : and I will 
make them a forest, and the beasts of the Love Never Fatleth 
field shall eat them. And I will visit upon Then said the Lord unto me. Go yet, love 
her the days of BaaHm, wherein she burned a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adul- 

incense to them, and she decked herself with teress, according to the love of the Lord 

her earrings and her jewels, and she went toward the children of Israel, who look to 

after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the other gods, and love flagons of wine. So I 

Lord. bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver. 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and and for an homer of barley, and an half 

bring her into the wilderness, and speak homer of barley: and I said unto her. Thou 

comfortably unto her. And I will give her shalt abide for me many days ; thou shalt not 

her vineyards from thence, and the valley play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for 

of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall another man: so will I also be for thee. For 

sing there, as in the days of her youth, and the children of Israel shall abide many days 

as in the day when she came up out . of the without a king, and without a prince, and 

land of Egypt. And it shall be at that day, without a sacrifice, and without an image, 

saith the Lord that thou shalt- call me Ishi* and without an CDhod. and w^idiout tera* 
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every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and with the 
fowls of heaven i yea, the fishes of the sea 
also shall be taken away. Yet let no man 
strive, nor reprove another; for thy people 
are as they that strive with the priest. There- 
fore shait thou fall in the day, and the prophet 
also shall fall with thee in the night, and I 
will destroy thy mother. 

My people are destroyed for lack of know- 
ledge ; because thou hast rejected knowledge, 
I will also reject thee, that thou shait be no 
priest to me : seeing thou hast forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 
As they were increased, so they sinned against 
me : therefore will I change their glory into 
shame. They eat up the sin of my people, 
and they set their heart on their iniquity. 
And there shall be, like people, like priest: 
and I will punish diem for their ways, and 
reward them their doings. For they shall 
eat, and not have enough: they shall commit 
whoredom, and shall not increase: because 
they have left off to take heed to the Lord. 

Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
away the heart. My people ask counsel at 
their stocks, and their staff declared! imto 
them; for the spirit of whoredoms hath 
caused them to err, and they have gone a 
whoring from under their God. They sacri- 
fice upon the tops of the mountains, and 
burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and 
poplars and elms, because the shadow there- 
of is good: therefore your daughters shaU 
commit whoredom, and your spouses shall 
commit adultery. I will not punish your 
daughters when they commit whoredom, nor 
your spouses when they commit adultery: 
for themselves are separated with whores, 
and they sacrifice with harlots : therefore the 
people that doth not understand shall fall. 

Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet 
let not Judah offend^ and come not ye unto 
Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor 
swear. The Lord liveth. For Israel slideth 
back as a backsliding heifer: now the Lord 
will feed them as a lamb in a large place. 
Ephraim is joined to idols ; let him alone. 
Their drink is sour : they have committed 
whoredom continually : her rulers with shame 
do love. Give ye. The wind hath bound her 
up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed 
because of their sacrifices. 

Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye 
house of Israel; and give ye ear, O house of 
the king; for judgment is toward you, be- 


cause ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and 
a net spread upon Tabor. And the revolters 
are profound to make slaughter, though I 
have been a rebuker of them ah. I know 
Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for 
now, O Ephraim, thou committest whore-- 
dom, and Israel is defiled. They will not 
frame their doings to turn unto their God: 
for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst 
of them, and they have not known the Lord, 
And the pride of Israel doth testify to his 
face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall 
in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with 
them. They shall go with their flocks and 
with their herds to seek the Lord; but they 
shall not find him; he hath withdrawn him- 
self from them. They have dealt treacher- 
ously against the Lord: for they have 
begotten strange children : now shall a month 
devour them with their portions. 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the 
trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Beth-aven, 
after thee, O Benjamin. Ephraim shall be 
desolate in the day of rebuke: among the 
tribes of Israel have I made known that which 
shall surely be. The princes of Judah were 
like them that remove the boimd: therefore 
I will pour out my wrath upon them like 
water. Ephraim is oppressed and broken in 
judgment, because he willingly walked after 
the commandment. Therefore will I be unto 
Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of 
Judah as rottenness. When Ephraim saw his 
sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then 
went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to 
king Jareb : yet could he not heal you, nor 
cure you of your wound. For I will be unto 
Ephraim as a lion, and as a yoxmg lion to the 
house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go 
away; I will take away, and none shall rescue 
him. I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, and seek my 
face: in their afiSiction they will seek me 
early. 

Goodness like a Morning Cloud 

Come, and let us return unto the I-.ORD : 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us ; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. After two 
days will he revive us: in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 
Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord : his going forth is prepared 
as the morning; and he shall come unto us 
as the rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth. 





HOSEA 8, 13 

They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine 
oflerings^ and eat it; but the Lord accepteth 
them not; now will he remember their 
iniquity^ and visit their sins: they shall 
return to Egypt. For Israel hath forgotten 
his Maker^ and buildeth temples; and Judah 
hath multiplied fenced cities : but I will send 
a fire upon his cities^ and it shall devour the 
palaces tliereof. 

ISRAEL’S FOLLY Hos. 9, i— 11, n 

Like the Prophe fs wife^ the people have been 
led away by the alluring ^ senseless vanities of 
the surrounding nations. They have no heart 
for the things of God, So now^ to the sorrow 
of God^ who deeply loves them:, cmd has shown 
them great favour:, they must reap the fruit of 
their folly. 

Rejoice not^ O Israel^ for joy, as other 
people: for thou hast gone a whoring from 
thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon 
every cornfloor. The floor and the wine- 
press shall not feed them, and the new wine 
shall fail in her. They shall not dwell in the 
Lord^s land; but Ephraim shall return to 
Egypt, and fhey shall eat unclean things in 
Assyria. They shall not offer wine offerings 
to lie Lord, neijher shall they be pleasing 
unto him : their sacrifices shall be unto them 
as the bread of mourners ; all that eat thereof 
shall be polluted: for their bread for their 
soul shall not come into the house of the 
Lord. What will ye do in the solemn day, 
and in the day of the feast of the Lord? 
For, lo, they are gone because of destruc- 
tion: iEgypt shall gather them up, Memphis 
shall bury them: the pleasant places for ^eir 
silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns 
shaR be in their tabernacles. The days of 
visitation are come, the days of recompence 
are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet 
is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the 
multitude of tliine iniquity, and the great 
hatred. The watchman of Ephraim was with 
my God : but the prophet is a snare of a 
fowler in all his ways, and hatred m the house 
of his God. They have deeply corrupted 
themselves, as in the days of Gibeah : there- 
fore he will remember their iniquity, he will 
visit their sub. 

I fotind Israel like grapes m the wilder- 
ness; I saw your fathers as the flrstripe in 
the fig tree at her first time : but they went to 


Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto 
that shame; and their abominations were 
according as they loved. As for Ephraim, 
their glory shall fly away like a bird, from the 
birth, and from the womb, and from the 
conception. Though they bring up their 
children, yet will I bereave them, that there 
shall not be a man left : yea, woe also to them 
when I depart from them! Ephraim, as I 
saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: 
but Ephraim shall bring forth his children 
to the murderer. Give them, O Lord : what 
wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying 
womb and dry breasts. Ail their wickedness 
is in Gilgal: for there I hated them; for the 
wickedness of their doings I will drive them 
out of mine house, I will love them no more : 
all their princes are revolters. Ephraim is 
smitten, their root is dried up, they shall 
bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, 
yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their 
womb. My God will cast them away, be- 
cause they did not hearken imto him: and 
they shall be wanderers among the nations. 

Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth 
fruit unto himself: according to the multi- 
tude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; 
according to the goodness of his land they 
have made goodly images. Their heart is 
divided; now shall they be found faulty: he 
shall break down their altars, he shall spoil 
their images. For now they shall say. We 
have no king, because we feared not the 
Lord ; what then should a king do to us ? 

They have spoken words, swearing falsely 
in making a covenant: thus judgment 
springeth^ up as hemlock in the furrows of 
the field. The inhabitants of Samaria shall 
fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for 
the people thereof shall mourn over it, and 
the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the 
glory thereof, because it is departed from it. 
It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a 
present to king Jareb : Ephraim shall receive 
shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his 
own counsel. As for Samaria, her king is 
cut off as the foam upon the water. The 
high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, 
shall be destroyed: the thorn and the thistle 
shall come up on their altars; and they shall 
say to the mountains. Cover us; and to the 
hills. Fail on us. O Israel, thou hast sinned 
from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: 
the battle in Gibeah against the children of 
xiicixi It xtx xxiy* 


desire that I should chastise them; and the 
people shall be gathered against them, when 
they shall bind themselves in their two 
furrows. And Ephraim is as an heifer that is 
taught, and loveth to tread out the corn;^ 
but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will 
make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, 
and Jacob shall break his clods. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap 
in mercy; break up your fallow groimd: for 
it is tme to seek the Lord, till he come and 
rain righteousness upon you. Ye have plowed 
wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have 
eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst 
trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy 
mighty men. Therefore shall a tumult arise 
among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall 
be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in 
the day of battle: the mother was dashed in 
pieces upon her children. So shall Beth-el 
do unto you because of your great wicked- 
ness : in a morning shall the king of Israel 
utterly be cut off. 

Cords of Love 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, 
and called my son out of Egypt. As they 
called them, so they went from them: they 
sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense 
to graven images, I taught Ephraim also to 
go, taking them by their arms; but they 
knew not that I healed them. I drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands of love : and 
I was to them as they that take off the yoke 
on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them. 

He shall not return into the land of Egypt, 
but the Assyrian shall be his king, because 
they refused to return. And the sword shall 
abide on his cities, and shaU constime his 
branches, and devour them, because of their 
own counsels. And my people are bent to 
backsliding from me: though they called 
them to the most High, none at all would 
exalt him. 

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall 1 make 
thee as Admah? how shaU I set thee as 
Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together. I will 
not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I 
wiU not return to destroy Ephraim : for I am 
God, and not man; the Holy One in the 
midst of thee : and I will not enter into the 
city. They shall walk after the LoRD : he shall 
* Israel likes to do the light tasks, but 


HOSEA 12, 14 

roar Hke a lion: when he shaU roar, then the 
children shaU tremble from the west. They 
shaU tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as 
a dove out of the land of Assyria : and I will 
place them in their houses, saith the Lord. 

GOD^S PROMISE Hos. 1 1, 12 — 14, 9 

Now depraved Israel has become— deceitful 
oppressive^ vain. And yet^ how dijferent it 
might have been if the spirit of their ancestor^ 
Jacob:, had been maintained, Alas! they have 
failed. But:, soy God has not forsaken 
them. There is still hope for themy if with all 
their hearts they will return to Him, 

Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, 
and the house of Israel with deceit: but 
Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful 
with the saints. Ephraim feedeth on wind, 
and foUoweth after the east wind: he daily 
increaseth lies and desolation; and they do 
make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil 
is carried into Egypt. The Lord hath also a 
controversy with Judah, and wiU punish 
Jacob according to his ways; according to 
his doings wiU he recompense him. He took 
his brother by the heel in the womb, and 
by his strength he had power with God : yea, 
he had power over the angel, and prevailed: 
he wept, and made suppHcation unto him : he 
found him in Beth-el, and there he spake 
with us; even the Lord God of hosts; the 
Lord is his memorial. Therefore turn thou 
to thy God : keep mercy and judgment, and 
wait on thy God continuaUy. 

He is a merchant, the balances of deceit 
are in his hand: he loveth to oppress. And 
Ephraim said, Yet I am become rich, ftiave 
found me out substance : in aU my labours 
they shall find none iniquity in me that were 
sin. And I that am the Lord thy Go<Mfom 
the land of Egypt wiU yet make thee to dweU 
in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn 
feast. I have also spoken by the prophets, 
and I have multiplied visions, and used 
simiUtudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 
Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely they are 
vanity: they sacrifice buUocks in Gilgal; yea, 
their altars are as heaps in the furrows of the 
fields. And Jacob fled into the country of 
Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for 
a wife he kept sheep. And by a prophet 
the Lord brought Israel ^ut of Egypt, and 
by a prophet was ne preserved. Ephraim 
must now be yoked to heavier work. 
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provoked him to anger most bitterly : therefore 
shall he leave his blood upon him, and his 
reproach shall his Lord return unto him. 

No Saviour but God 

When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted 
himself in Israels but when he offended in 
Baal, he died. And now they sin more and 
more, and have made them molten images 
of tiieir silver, and idols according to their 
own understanding, all of it the work of the 
craftsmen: they say of them. Let the men 
that sacrifice kiss the calves. Therefore they 
shall be as the morning cloud, and as the 
early dew that passeth away, as the chaff 
that is driven with the whirlwind out of the 
floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. 

Yet I am the Lord thy God from the land 
of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but 
me: for there is no saviour beside me. I did 
know thee in the wilderness, in the land of 
great drought. According to their pasture, 
so were they filled; they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted; dierefore have they 
forgotten me. Therefore I will be unto them 
as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I 
observe them : I will meet them as a bear 
that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend 
the caul of their heart, and there will I devour 
them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear 
them. 

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but 
in me is thine help. I will be thy king : where 
is any other that may save thee in all thy 
cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst. 
Give me a king and princes? I gave thee a 
king in mine anger, and took him away in 
my Wrath, The iniquity of Ephraim is 
bound up; his sin is hid. The sorrows of a 
travailing woman shall come upon him : he 
is an unwise son ; for he should not stay long 
in the place of the breaking forth of cliildren. 
I will ransom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death; O 


death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will 
be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid 
from mine eyes. 

Though he be fruitful among his brethren, 
an east wind shall come, the wind of the 
Lord shall come up from the wilderness, 
and his spring shall become dry, and his 
fountain shall be dried up : he shall spoil the 
treasure of all pleasant vessels. Samaria 
shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled 
against her God : they shall fall by the sword : 
their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and 
their women with child shall be ripped up. 


0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; 
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take 
with you words, and turn to the Lord : say 
xmto him. Take away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciously : so will we render the calves of 
our lips. Asshur shall not save us; we will 
not ride upon horses: neither will we say 
any more to the work of our hands. Ye are 
our gods : for in thee the fatherless findeth 
mercy. 

1 will heal their backsliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away 
from him. I will be as the dew xmto Israel: 
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his 
roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, 
and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and 
his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under 
his shadow shall return; they shall revive as 
the corn, and grow as the vine : the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
Ephraim shall say. What have I to do any 
more with idols? I have heard him, and 
observed him: I am like a green fir tree. 
From me is thy fruit found. 

Who is wise, and he shall understand these 
things? prudent, and he shall know them? 
for the ways of the Lord are right, and the 
just shall walk in them ; but the transgressors 
shall fall therein. 


The Lord^s Unchanging Love 






JOEL 2> I 

inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day 
of the Lord comethj for it is nigh at hand; 
a day of darkness and of gloominess^ a day 
of clouds and of thick darkness^ as the morn- 
ing spread upon the mountains : a great 
people and a strong; there hath not been 
ever the like^ neither shall be any more after 
iti even to the years of many generations. A 
fire devoureth before them; and behind 
them a fiame burneth: the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them> and behind 
them a desolate wilderness ; yea^ and nothing 
shall escape them. 

The appearance of them is as the appear- 
ance of horses; and as horsemen;, so shall 
they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops 
of mountains shall they leap, like the noise 
of a flame of fire that devoureth the stub- 
ble, as a strong people set in batde array. 
Before their face the people shall be much 
pained : all faces shall gather blackness. They 
shall run like mighty men; they shall climb 
the wall like men of war; and they shall 
march every one on his ways, and they shall 
not break their ranks : neither shall one thrust 
another; they shall walk every one in his 
path: and when they fall upon the sword, 
they shall not be womded. They shall run 
to and fro in the city; they shall run upon 
the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses ; 
they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 
The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble : the sun and the moon 


her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach, that the heathen should rule over 
them: wherefore should they say among the 
people. Where is their God? 


GOD’S ANSWER Joel 2, 18—3, 21 

In this prophecy^ the elevation and enrich'- 
ment of marCs spiritual life follows the better- 
ment of his material and economic existence; 
the removal of the social plagues of sordidness 
and insecurity. A measure of material pros- 
perity ^ in which all classes share^ would appear^ 
from history i to he a necessary condition of the 
religious development of any large community. 
That is what is described here; conditions of 
plenty — 'neither luxury^ nor poverty^ for under 
these manls spirit rarely flourishes. 

Then will the Lord be jealous for his 
land, and pity his people. Yea, the Lord wiU 
answer and say unto his people. Behold, I 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and 
ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I wiU 
no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen: but I will remove far off from you 
the northern army, and will drive him into 
a land barren and desolate, with his face 




ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I am the Lord your God, and none 
else : and my people shall never be ashamed. 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;^ and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: and also upon 
the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. And I 
will shew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the Lord come. And it shall 
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be delivered : for 
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in 
the remnant whom the Lord shall call. 

The End of Evil 

For, behold, in those days, and in that 
time, when I shall bring again the captivity 
of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather ail 
nations, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with 
them there for my people and for my heritage 
Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted my land. And they have 
cast lots for my people; and have given a boy 
for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that 
they might drink. Yea, and what have ye to 
do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the 
coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a re- 
compence? and if ye recompense me, swiftly 
and speedily will I return your recompence 
upon your own head; because ye have taken 
my silver and my gold, and have carried into 
your temples my goodly pleasant things : the 
children also of Judah and the children of 
Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, 
that ye might remove them far from their 
border. Behold, I will raise them out of the 
place whither ye have sold them, and will 
return your recompence upon your own 
head: and I will sell your sons and your 
daughters into the hand of the children of 
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Judah, and they shall sell them to the 
Sabeans, to a people far off: for the Lord 
hath spoken it. 

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; 
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let 
all the men of war draw near; let them come 
up : beat your plowshares into swords, and 
your pruninghooks into spears : let the weak 
say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and 
come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves 
together roimd about: thither cause thy 
mighty ones to come down, O Lord. Let 
the heathen be wakened, and come up to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to 
judge all the heathen round about. Put ye 
in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, 
get you down; for the press is full, the fats 
overflow; for their wickedness is great. 

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord^ is near 
in the valley of decision. The sun and the 
moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining. The Lord also shall 
roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope 
of his people, and the strength of the children 
of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the 
Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy 
moxmtain : then shall Jerusalem be holy, and 
there shall no strangers pass through her 
any more. 

The Restoration 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the mountains shall drop down new wine, 
and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the 
rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a 
fountain shall come forth of the house of the 
Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 
Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall 
be a desolate wildemess, for the violence 
against the children of Judah, because they 
have shed innocent blood in their land. But 
Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem 
from generation to generation. For I will 
cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: 
for the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 


^ Quoted by St. Peter on the Day of Pentecost, when, according to the Apostles, this prophecy was fuliilled 
(Gf. Acts 2, i6~2i.) 

2 There are references in several of the Prophets to the ‘Day of the Lord*. It is a feature of Hebrew 
prophecy of more interest to theological students than to gener^ readers. For our purpose, it will siafiice 
to say that the coming of the Day of the Lord, means a Day of Judgement, the end of the Day of God’s 
enemies. See p. 929, note i. 
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STERN WORDS TO PROSPEROUS PEOPLE 


Social morality nowadays is a matter of world-wide concern^ and is generally 
recognized to he a fundamental aim of religion. Some credit for this world-saving 
movement must go to Amos:, the honesty outspoken herdsman whose clear and sensitive 
conscience God used to get this work of moral reformation under way. Before he 
came^ there was no national conscience^ and very little religious conscience^ on these 
matters. It was he^ an unknown^ hardworking man from the country^ who opened in 
Israel the attack on social problems. Alone^ single-handed^ he went to the proud place 
he knews where social wrongs were practised and protected^ and began his campaign 
while me of the national^ religious festivals was in full swing. Church and State and 
People were against him^ but in that hour he raised the ^plumbline^of God's righteousness^ 
and from that day to this the moral standards of civilization have been challenged. 


words of Axnosjj who was among 
I the herdmen of Tekoa, which he 
i saw concerning Israel in the days of 
Uzziah king of Jndah^ and in the 
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of 
Israel^ two years before the earthquake. 

And he said. The Lord will roar from 
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem^ 
and the habitations of the shepherds shall 
mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgres- 
sions of Damascus,^ and for fonts I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they have threshed Gilead with threshing 
instruments of iron: but I will send a fire 
into the house of Hazael, which shall devour 
palaces of Ben-hadad. I will break also 
the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabit- 
ant from the plain of Aven, and him that 
holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: 
and the people of Syria shall go into captivity 
unto Kir, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord^ For three trans- 
gressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof 5 because 
they carried away captive the whole captivity, 
to deliver them up to Edom : but I will send 
a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour 
the palaces thereof: and I will cut off the 
inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that 
holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I 
will turn mine hand against Ekron : and the 


remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith 
the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they delivered up the whole captivity to 
Edom, and remembered not the brotherly 
covenant: but I will send a fire on the wall 
of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces 
thereof. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Edom, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
he did pursue his brother with the sword, 
and did cast off all pity, and his anger did 
tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for 
ever: but I will send a fire upon Teman, 
which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of the children of Ammon, and for 
four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they have ripped up the 
women with child of Gilead, that they might 
enlarge their border : but I will kindle a fire 
in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour 
the palaces thereof, wMi shouting in the day 
of battle, with a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind: and their king shall go into cap- 
tivity, he and his princes together, saith the 
Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Moab, and for four, I will not 


* If tbe places Amos names are followed in their order on a mapa it will be noted that, beginning with 
Damascus, the most distant place, and sweeping round through Gaza, Tyre, &Cv, his list forms a spiral of 
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txirn away the punishment thereof j because 
he burned the bones of the king of Edom 
into lime : but I will send a fire upon Moab^ 
and it shaH devour the palaces of Kerioth: 
. ^d Moab shall die with tumult, with shout- 
ing, and with the sound of the trumpet; and 
I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, 
and will slay all the princes thereof with him, 
saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Judah, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they have despised the law of the Lord, and 
have not kept his commandments, and their 
. lies caused them to err, after the which their 
fathers have walked: but I will send a fire 
upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces 
of Jerusalem. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three trans- 
gressions of Israel, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they sold the righteous for silver, and the 
poor for a pair of shoes; that pant after the 
dust of the earth on the head of the poor, 
and turn aside the way of the meek: and a 
man and his father will go in tmto the same 
maid, to profane my holy name : and they lay 


themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge 
by every altar, and they drink the wine of 
the condemned in the house of their god. 

Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them 
whose height was like the height of the 
cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet 
I destroyed his fruit from above, and Ms 
roots from beneath. Also I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and led you forty 
years through the wilderness, to possess the 
land of the Amorite. And I raised up of 
your sons for prophets, and of yoxir young 
men for Na2arites. Is it not even thus, O ye 
children of Israel? saith the Lord. But ye 
gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and com 
manded the prophets, saying. Prophesy not. 

Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart 
is pressed that is full of sheaves. Therefore 
the flight shall perish from the swift, and the 
strong shall not strengthen Ms force, neither 
shall the mighty deliver himself; neither 
shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he 
that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself ; 
neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver 
himself. And he that is courageous among 
the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, 
saith the Lord. 
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HEAR tMs word that the Loi^ hath spoken 
against you, O cMldren of Israel, against the 
whole family wMch I brought up from the 
land of Egypt, saying, You only have I known 
of aU the families of the earth: therefore I 
win puMsh you for all your miquities. Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed? 
Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath 
no prey? will a young lion cry out of Ms den, 
if he have taken nothing? Can a bird fall in 
a snare upon the earth, where no gin is for 
Mm? shall one take up a snare from the 
earth, and have taken nothing at all? Shall 
a trumpet be blown in the city, and the 
people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a 
city, and the Lord hath not done it? Surely 
the Lord God will do nothing, but he re- 
vealeth Ms secret unto Ms servants the 
prophets. The lion hath roared, who will 


not fear? the Lord God hath spoken^ who 
can but prophesy? 

Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in 
the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say. 
Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of 
Samaria, and behold the great tumults in 
the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the 
midst thereof. For they know not to do right, 
saith the Lord, who store up violence and 
robbery in their palaces. Therefore thus 
saith the Lord God; An adversary there 
shall be even round about the land; and he 
shall bring down thy strength from thee, 
and thy palaces shall be spoiled. Thus saith 
the Lord ; As the shepherd taketh out of the 
mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an 
ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken 
out that dwell in Samaria in the comer of a 
bed, and in Damascus in a couch 


THE PROPHET’S ADDRESSES 


There is a plain directness in his words. He knows his facts^ and does not hesitate 
to detail them in his argument They prove his point: God can no longer walk with 
Israel — they are not of the same mind, God has tried various ways of getting them to 
adopt HiSs the true^way of life^ but they persist in following their own desires. There is^ 
therefore^ nothing He can do but scatter them^ and let an exile sift the good from the bad. 









WHERE IS THE PLACE THAT WOULD 

God^s messengers do not confine their mimsiries to slums and times of depression. 
They also gO:^ like Amosy to places that are welhfavouredy renowned for health and 
beauty^ under noble patronagey or famous for their festivals. They have a word for 
the times that are gay and the seasons of rejoicingy for the holiday moody and the cele- 


Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, 
saith the Lord God, the God of hosts, that 
in the day that I shall visit the transgressions 
of Israel upon him I will also visit the altars 
of Beth-el; and the horns of the altar shall 
be cut off, and fall to the ground. And I will 
smite the winter house with the summer 
houses and the houses of ivory shall perish, 
and the great houses shall have an end, saith 
the Lord. 

An Address to Women 

Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that 
are in the mountain of Samaria, which 
oppress the poor, which crush the needy, 
which say to their masters. Bring, and let us 
drink. The Lord God hath sworn by his 
holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon 
you, that he will take you away with hooks. 


and your posterity with fishhooks. And ye 
shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that 
which is before her 5 and ye shall cast them 
into the palace, saith the Lord. 

Gome to Beth-el, and transgress ; at Gilgal 
multiply transgression; and bring your sacri- 
fices every morning, and your tithes after 
three years: and offer a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving with leaven, and proclaim and publish 
the free offerings: for this liketh you, O ye 
cliildren of Israel, saith the Lord God. 

And I also have given you cleanness of 
teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in 
all your places: yet have ye not returned 
xmto me, saith the Lord. And also I have 
withholden the rain from you, when there 
were yet three months to the harvest: and I 
caused it to rain upon one city, and caused 
it not to rain upon another city: one piece 



RECEIVE THE PLAIN OUTSPOKEN TRUTH? 

hration of great occasions. If Amos were alive to-day it is to stick pl^s he would 
go, and at such times he would speak. But would his words be received ary more 
favourably now? Where are the places, or the people, that could bear to be tested by 
what this Prophet calls the ‘plutrbline’ of righteousness? 

was rained upon, and the piece whereupon burning : yet have ye not returned unto me, 
it rained not withered. So two or three cities saith the Loexi. _ 
wandered unto one city, to drink water; but Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O 
they were not satisfied: yet have ye not Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, 
returned unto me, saith the Lord. I have prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. For, 1(^ 
smitten you with blasting and mildew : when he that formeth the mountains, and createth 
your gardens and your vineyards and your the wind^ and declareth. unto what is Jus 
fig trees and your olive trees increased, the thought, that maketh the morning dartmess, 
palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye and treadeth upon the high places of &e 
not returned unto me, saith the Lord. I earth. The Lord, The God of hosts, is his 
have sent among you the pestilence after the name. 

manner of Egypt: your young men have I *0 Leaders 

slain with the sword, and have taken away Address to l^eaders 
your horses; and I have made the Stink of Hear ye this word winch I take up against 
vour camps to come up unto your nostrils ; you, even a lamentation,^ © house of Israe . 
vet have ye not returned unto me, saiih the The virgin of ISrM is fallen; she shall no 
Lord. I have overthrown some of you, as more rise: she is forsaken u^n Iwr land; 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and there is none to raise her up. For thus smtn 
ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the the.Lord God; The city that went out by a 
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thousand shall leave an hundred^ and that the Lord is darkness^ and not light. As if a 
which went forth by an hundred shall leave man did flee from a lion;, and a bear met him ; 
ten^ to the house of Israel. or went into the house^ and leaned his hand 

For thus saith the Lord unto the house on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not 
of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: but the day of the Lord be darkness, and not 
seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and light? even very dark, and no brightness 
pass not to Beer-sheba : for Gilgal shall surely in it ? 

go into captivity, and Beth-el shall come to I hate, I despise your feast days, and I 
nought. Seek the Lord, and ye shall livej will not smell in your solemn assemblies, 
lest he break out like fire in the house of Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your 
Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to meat offerings, I will not accept them : neither 
quench it in Beth-el. Ye who turn judgment will I regard the peace offerings of your fat 
to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in beasts. Take thou away from me the noise 
the earth, seek him^ that maketh the seven of thy songs 5 for I will not hear the melody 
stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of of thy viols. But let judgment nm down as 
death into the morning, and maketh the day waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.^ 
dark with night: that calleth for the waters Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and 
of the sea, and poureth them out upon the offerings in the wilderness forty years, O 
face of the earth: The Lord is his name: that house of Israel? But ye have borne the 
strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your 
so that the spoiled shall come against the images, the star of your god, which ye made 
fortress. to yourselves. Therefore will I cause you to 

They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the 
and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly. Lord, whose name is The God of hosts. 
Forasmuch therefore as your treading is Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and 
upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens trust in the moimtain of Samaria, which are 
of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn named chief of the nations, to whom the 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them^ ye house of Israel camel Pass ye imto Galneh, 
have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall and see^ and from thence go ye to Hamath 
not drink wine of them. For I know your the great: then go down to Gath of the 
manifold transgressions and your mighty Philistines: be they better than these king- 
sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, doms? or their border greater than your 
and they turn aside the poor in the gate from border? Ye that put far away the evil day, 
their right. Therefore the prudent shall keep and cause the seat of violence to come near; 
silence in that time 5 for it is an evil time. that lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live : selves upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be out of the flock, and the calves out of the 
with you, as ye have spoken. Hate the evil, midst of the stall; that chant to the sound of 
and love the good, and establish judgment in the viol, and invent to themselves instru- 
the gate :itmaybethattheLORD God of hosts ments of musick, like David; that drink wine 
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 

Therefore the Lord, the God of hosts, chief ointments ; but they are not grieved for 
the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all the affliction of Joseph, 
streets; and they shall say in ail the high- Therefore now shall they go captive with 
ways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the the first that go captive, and the banquet of 
husbandman to mourning, and such as are them that stretched themselves shallbe re- 
skilful of lamentation to wailing. And in all moved. The Lord God hath sworn by him- 
vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass self, saith the Lord the God of hosts, I abhor 

through thee, saith the Lord. theexcellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces : 

Woe unto you that desire the day of the therefore will I deliver up the city with all 
Lord! to what end is it for you? the day of that is therein. And it shall come to pass, if 

* .Amos knew God, knew Him as the Maker of the Universe and the Ruler of History, but above all knew 
Him in the moral majesty of His Sovereignty. If Israel, he thought, would go beyond their forms of worship, 
and seek to know God Himself, they would sec how inadequate, how false and shameful, are their thoughts 
of God and their ways of living. 

* Let justice and righteousness flow ffeely, as waters do, and be constant through all seasons; let them 
be clear, as spring-waters are, and strong as rivers in flood. 
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^ reproached by the fact that such economic conditions and social wrongs still obtain, and lay 

to our hearts the reminder, frequently given by Amos, that God's righteous anger is provoked by these 
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polluted land : and Israel shall surely go into 
captivity forth of his land. 

A Basket of Summer Fruit 


that swear by the sin of Samaria^ and say. 
Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and. The manner 
of Beer-sheba livethj even they shall faU, 
and never rise up again. 


Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto 
me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. 
And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And 
I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said 
the Lord unto me. The end is come upon 
my people of Israel j I will not again pass by 
them any more. And the songs of the temple 
shall be bowlings in that day, saith the Lord 
God: there shall be many dead bodies in 
every place; they shall cast them forth with 
silence. 

A Famine for the Word of God 

Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, 
even to make the poor of the land to fail, 
saying. When will the new moon be gone, 
that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that 
we may set forth wheat, making the ephah 
small, and the shekel great, and falsifying 
the balances by deceit? That we may buy 
the poor^ for silver, and the needy for a pair 
of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 
The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of 
Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their 
works. Shall not the land tremble for this, 
and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? 
and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it 
shall be cast out and drowned, as by the hood 
of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause 
the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken 
the earth in the clear day: and I will turn 
your feasts into mourning, and all your songs 
into lamentation; and I will bring up sack- 
cloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every 
head; and I will make it as the mourning of 
an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter 
day. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord 
God, that I will send a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lord; and 
they shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
the north even to the east, they shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find it. In that day shall the fair 
virgins and young men faint for thirst. They 


The Wrath of God 

I saw the Lord standing upon the altar: 
and he said. Smite the lintel of the door, that 
the posts may shake: and cut them in the 
head, ail of them; and I will slay the last of 
them with the sword : he that fleeth of them 
shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of 
them shall not be delivered. Though they 
dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take 
them; though they climb up to heaven, 
thence will I bring them down: and though 
they iilde tliemselves in the top of Garmel, 
I will search and take tliem out thence; and 
though they be hid from my sight in the 
bottom of the sea, thence will I command 
the serpent, and he shall bite them: and 
though they go into captivity before their 
enemies, thence will I command the sword, 
and it shall slay them: and I will set 
mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for 
good. 

And the Lord God of hosts is he that 
toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all 
that dwell therein shall mourn; and it shaU 
rise up wholly like a hood; and shall be 
drowned, as by the hood of Egypt. It is he 
that buildeth ibis stories in the heaven, and 
hath founded his troop in the earth; he that 
calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth: The 
Lord is his name. 

Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians 
unto me, O children of Israel? saith the 
Lord. Have not I brought up Israel out of 
the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from 
Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir? Behold, 
the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the 
face of the earth ; saving that I will not utterly 
destroy the house of Jacob, saitli the Lord. 
For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the 
house of Israel among all nations, like as 
corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the 
least grain fall upon the earth. All tiie sinners 
of my people shall die by the sword, which 
say. The evil shall not overtake nor pre- 
vent us. 
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But thou shouldest not have looked on the 
day of thy brother in the day that he became 
a stranger; neither shouldest thou have re- 
joiced over the children of Judah in the day 
of their destruction; neither shouldest thou 
have spoken proudly in the day of distress. 
Thou shouldest not have entered into the 
gate of my people in the day of their calamity; 
yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their 
afhiction in the day of their calamity^, nor 
have laid hands on their substance in the day 
of their calamity; neither shouldest thou 
have stood in the crossway, to cut off those 
of his that did escape; neither shouldest 
thou have delivered up those of his that did 
remain in the day of distress. 

Edorn^s Doom 

For the day of the Lord is near upon all 
the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be 
done unto thee : thy reward shall return upon 
thine own head. For as ye have drunk upon 
my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen 


drink continually, yea, they shall dfink, and 
they shall swallow down, and they shdl be 
as though they had not been. 

But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, 
and there shall be holiness; and the house of 
Jacob shall possess their possessions. And 
the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the 
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of 
Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in 
them, and devour them; and there shall not 
be any remaining of the house of Esau; for 
the Lord hath spoken it. And they of the 
south shall possess the mount of Esau; and 
they of the plain the Philistines: and they 
shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the 
fields of Samaria : and Benjamin shall possess 
Gilead. And the captivity of this host of 
the children of Israel shall possess that of the 
Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the 
captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, 
shall possess the cities of the south. And 
saviours shall come up on mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom 
shall be the Lord’s. 


THE POINT OF VIEW OF A NATIONALIST 

The modern reader^ and all modern scholars^ prefer to regard the hook of Jonah 
as a parcibley written man^s outlook and stimulate his obedience to God^s 

wilL The Divine Purpose embraced the NineviteSy the foreigners whom the Israelites^ 
not without reason:, hated. Jonah wanted nothing to do with them:, and at first refused 
to go near them. But Jonah could not have everything his awn way. He was God^s 
servant:, and must go to Nineveh with God^s message. When he finds that the 
message does not mean the utter destruction of the NineviteS:, and that God will show 
favour unto them^ he is angry. But God reproves him:, ^rid in that reproof there is a 
news-revelation that removes national frontiers and racial differences. 


N OW the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the son of Amittai, 
saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and cry against it; for 
their wickedness is come up before me. But 


down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 





WITH PLOUGHSHARES AND PRUNING-HOOKS 

Villagers and peasants are as dear to the heart of God as the citizens of Nineveh 
and Jerusalem; and the simple pursuits of country life are as important to Him^ in 
the working out of His purpose^ as the march of armies or the affairs of state. So^^ 
while Isaiah^ in the capital of the kingdom^ is speaking to the men of the city of the 
universal Sovereignty and righteous Rule of God^ Micahy in language that is more 
social than political^ declares the same news'-revelation to country people. 


word of the Lord that came to 
Micah the Morasthite in the days of 
Jothama Ahaz^ and Hezekiah^ Jdngs 
of Judah^ which he saw concerning 
Samaria and Jerusalem. 

Hear, all ye people^ hearken, O earth, and 
all that therein is: and let the Lord God be 

temple* Eor, behold, the Lord cometh forth 


out of his place, and will come down, and 
tread upon the high places of the earth. And 
the mountains shall be molten under him, 
and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before 
the fire, and as the waters that are poured 
down a steep place. For the transgression of 
Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house 


JONAH 3, 7 

and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let 
them not feed, nor drink water : but let man 
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily imto God : yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands. Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perish not? And 
God saw their works, that they turned from 
their evil way^ and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would do unto tiiem; 
and he did it not. 

Code's Far-reaching Pity 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and 
he was very angry. And he prayed unto the 
Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was 
not this my saying, when I was yet in my 
country? Therefore I fled before unto Tar- 
shish: for I loiew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 
Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech 
thee, my life from me^ for it is better for me 
to die than to live. Then said the Lord, 
Doest thou well to be angry? So Jonah went 


out of the city, and sat on the east side of the 
city, and there made him a booth, and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see 
what would become of the city. 

And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and 
made it to come up over Jonah, that it might 
be a shadow over his head, to deliver him 
from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad 
of the gourd. But God prepared a worm 
when the morning rose the next day, and it 
smote the gourd that it withered. And it 
came to pass, when the sun did arise, that 
God prepared a vehement east wind; and 
the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he 
fainted, and wished in himself to die, and 
said. It is better for me to die than to live. 
And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to 
be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do 
well to be angry, even unto death. Then 
said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in 
a night, and perished in a night: and should 
not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than sixscore thousand persons 
that cannot discern between their right hand 
and their left hand; and also much cattle? 
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the inhabitants thereof have spoken Hes^, and 
their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 
Therefore also will I make thee sick in 
smiting thee^ in maldng thee desolate be- 
cause of thy sins. Thou shalt eat^ but not 
be satisfied; and thy casting down shall be 
in the midst of diee; and thou shalt take 
hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which 
thou deliverest will I give up to the sword. 
Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; 
thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt 
not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, 
but shalt not drink wine. For the statutes of 
Omri are kept, and all the works of the house 
of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that 
I should make thee a desolation, and the 
inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye 
shall bear the reproach of my people. 

Doing Evil with Both Hands 
Woe is me ! for I am as when they have 
gathered the summer fruits, as the grape- 
gleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster 
to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit. 
The good man is perished out of the earth: 
and there is none upright among men : they 
all lie in wait for blood ; they hunt every man 
his brother with a net. That they may do 
evil with both hands earnestly, the prince 
asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; 
and the great man, he uttereth his mis- 
chievous desire: so they wrap it up. The 
best of them is as a brier : the most upright 
is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of 
thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; 
now shall be their perplexity. Trust ye not 
in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide : 
keep the doors of thy mouth from her that 
lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoureth 
the father, the daughter riseth up against her 
mother, the daughter in law against her 
mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men 
of his own house. 


Therefore I will look unto the Lord ; I will 
wait for the God of my salvation: my God 


will hear me. Rejoice not against me, O 
mine enemy : when I fall, I shall arise ; when 
I sit in darkness, the Lord shah be a light 
unto me. I will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because I have sinned against him, 
until he plead my cause, and execute judg- 
ment for me : he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I shall behold Ms righteousness. 
Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, 
and shame shall cover her which said unto 
me. Where is the Lord thy God? mine eyes 
shall behold her: now shall she be trodden 
down as the mire of the streets. In the 
day that thy walls are to be built, in that day 
shall the decree be far removed. In that day 
also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, 
and from the fortified cities, and from the 
fortress even to the river, and from sea to 
sea, and from mountain to mountain. Not- 
withstanding the land shall be desolate be- 
cause of them that dwell therein, for the 
fruit of their doings. 

Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock 
of thine heritage, which dwell soHtarily in 
the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them 
feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of 
old. According to the days of thy coming out 
of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him 
marvellous things. The nations shall see and 
be confounded at all their might: they shall 
lay their hand upon their mouth, tlieir ears 
shall be deaf. 'They shall lick the dust like a 
serpent, they shall move out of their holes 
like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid 
of the Lord our God, and shall fear because 
of thee. 

Who is a God like unto tiiee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of 
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not 
his anger for ever, because he delighteth in 
mercy. He will turn again, he will have com- 
passion upon us; he will subdue our ini- 
quities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform the 
truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn imto our fathers from 
the days of old. 


The Saviour God 



From the vision of a peaceful country y where happy workers with a song follow the 
plough or lift the pruning-hook to trim the vineyards and orchards^ we come to a 
fierce and terrible battle-scene at the gates of one of the world^s proud cities. Nineveh^ 
the capital of the Assyrian empire^ is attacked by the armies of Media and Babylon. 
Its destruction is certainy and will be complete. According to the Prophet it is a 
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NAHUM 2, 3 


The shield of his mighty men is made redj 
the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots 
shall be with flaming torches in the day of 
his preparationj and the fir trees shall be 
terribly shaken. The chariots shall rage in 
the streets^ they shall justle one against 
another in the broad ways: they shall seem 
like torches^ they shall nin like the lightnings. 
He shall recount his worthies: they shall 
stumble in their walk, they shall make haste 
to the wall thereof, and the defence shall be 
prepared. The gates of the rivers shall be 
opened, and the palace shall be dissolved. 
And Hu 22 ab shall be led away captive, she 
shall be brought up, and her maids shall 
lead her as with the voice of doves, tabering 
upon their breasts. 

Plundering the City 

But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water : 
yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall 
they cry; but none shall look back. Take ye 
the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for 
there is none end of the store and glory out 
of all the pleasant furniture. She is empty, 
and void, and waste : and the heart melteth, 
and the knees smite together, and much pain 
is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather 
blackness. Where is the dwelling of the Hons, 
and the feedingplace of the young lions, 
where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and 
the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid? 
The lion did tear in pieces enough for his 
whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and 
filled his holes with prey, and his dens with 
ravin. Behold, I am against thee, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and I will burn her chariots 
in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy 
young lions : and I will cut off thy prey from 
the earth, and the voice of thy messengers 
shall no more be heard. 


Nineveh is Laid Waste 

Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies 
and robbery; the prey departeth not; the 
noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling 
of the wheels, and of the pransing horses, 
and of the jumping chariots. The horseman 
lifteth up both the bright sword and the 
glittering spear; and there is a multitude of 
slain, and a great number of carcases; and 
there is none end of their corpses; they 
stumble upon their corpses : because of the 
multitude of the whoredoms of the well- 


favoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, 
that selieth nations through her whoredoms, 
and families through her witchcrafts. Behold, 
I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; 
and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, 
and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and 
the kingdoms thy shame. And I will cast 
abominable filth upon thee, and make thee 
vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. And 
it shall come to pass, that all they that look 
upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, 
Nineveh is laid waste; who will bemoan 
her? whence shall I seek comforters for 
thee? 

Art thou better than populous No, that 
was situate among the rivers, that had the 
waters round about it, whose rampart was the 
sea, and her wall was from the sea? Ethiopia 
and Egypt were her strength, and it was 
infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers. 
Yet was she carried away, she went into cap- 
tivity: her young children also were dashed 
in pieces at the top of all the streets: and 
they cast lots for her honourable men, and 
all her great men were bound in chains. 
Thou also shalt be drunken: thou shalt be 
hid, thou also shalt seek strength because of 
the enemy. All thy strong holds shall be 
like fig trees with the firstripe figs : if they be 
shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth 
of the eater. Behold, thy people in the midst 
of thee are women; the gates of thy land 
shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: 
the fire shall devour thy bars. Draw thee 
waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds : 
go into clay, and tread the morter, make 
strong the brickkiln. There shall the fire 
devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off, it 
shall eat thee up like the cankerworm: make 
thyself many as the cankerworm, make thy- 
self many as the locusts. Thou hast multi- 
plied thy merchants above the stars of 
heaven: the cankerworm spoileth, and flieth 
away. Thy crowned are as the locusts, and 
thy captains as the great grasshoppers, which 
camp in the hedges in tlie cold day, but when 
the sun ariseth they flee away, and their 
place is not known where they are. Thy 
shepherds slimiber, O king of Assyria : thy 
nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is 
scattered upon the mountains, and no man 
gathereth them. There is no healing of thy 
bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear 
the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over 
thee : for upon whom hath not thy wicked- 
ness passed continually? 


H AB AKKUK 

AN URGENT CRY TO THE GOD OF JUSTICE 

Who has not cried out to God against the cruel wrongs that evil men have brought 
on innocent people? Here^ it would seem^ the Prophet saw his prayer being answered^ 
in the approach of a foreign army as God^s instrument of justice. When^ however:^ he 
beholds the crimes committed by this rod of wraths outraging every sense of justice^ he 
is completely confounded. But who is not perplexed and troubled by the injustices that 
the years of life bring to light? And by the free rein that is given to wild and evil 
men? So let us take our stand with the Prophet on his watch'-tower^ and wait for the 
revealing word that none hut God can give. 




burden which Habakkuk the 
prophet did see. 

O L0RD3 how long shall I cry, and 
thou wilt not hear ! even cry out unto 
thee of violence, and thou wilt not save! 
Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause 
me to behold grievance? for spoiling and 
violence are before me: and there are that 
raise up strife and contention. Therefore 
the law is slacked, and judgment doth never 
go forth: for the wicked doth compass about 
the righteous; therefore wrong judgment 
proceedeth. 

The Lord^s Answer 

Behold^ ye among the heathen, and regard, 
and wonder marvellously: for I will work a 
work in your days, which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you. For, lo, I raise up the 
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, 
which shall march through the breadth of 
the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that 
are not theirs. They are terrible and dread- 
ful : their judgment and their dignity shall 
proceed of themselves- Their horses also 
are swifter than the leopards, and are more 
fierce than the evening wolves : and their 
horsemen shall spread themselves, and their 
horsemen shall come from far; they shall fiy 
as the eagle that hasteth to eat. They shall 
come all for violence : their faces shall sup 
up as the east wind, and they shall gather the 
captivity as the sand. And they shall scoff at 
the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn 


unto them: they shall deride every strong 
hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it. 
Then shall his mind change, and he shall 
pass over, and offend, imputing this his 
power tmto his god. 

A Greater Problem 

Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord 
my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. 
O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judg- 
ment; and, O mighty God, thou hast estab- 
lished them for correction. Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity : wherefore lookest thou 
upon them that deal treacherously, and 
boldest thy tongue when the wicked de- 
voureth the man that is more righteous than 
he? And makest men as the fishes of the 
sea, as the creeping things, that have no 
ruler over them? They take up all of them 
with the angle, they catch them in their net, 
and gather them in their drag : therefore they 
rejoice and are glad. Therefore they sacrifice 
unto their net, and burn incense unto their 
drag; because by them their portion is fat, 
and their meat plenteous. Shall they there- 
fore empty their net, and not spare con- 
tinually to slay the nations? 

The Watch-tower 

I will st^d upon my watch, and set me 
upon the tower, and will watch to see what 
he will say imto me, and what I shall answer 
when I am reproved. And the Lord answered 
me, and said, Write the vision, and make it 


^ There are differences of opinion about the position of this paragraph. Some prefer to read it after the 
opening sentence of the prophecy; others, after 2, 4? ‘the just shall live by his faith\ The reader may Hke 
to compare the various settings for the different forms they give to the Prophet* s problem. The subject is 
worth studying in the larger commentaries. 
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ATTACKED BY VIOLENCE AND OPPRESSION 

Habdkkuk^s problem is a modern one. He does not deny that his own people are 
not all that they should he. They may even deserve the punishment of God. But is 
not the wrong'-doing of the oppressor more evil and blameworthy than the things his 
people have done? Do not the cruelties^ the inhumanities^ the godlessness^ and ruthless 


plain upon tables, that he may run that 
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an ap- 
pointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

Behold, iiis soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in iiim : but the just shall live by his 
faith.* 

Woe to the Aggressor 

Yea also, because he transgresseth by 
wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at 
home, who enlargeth his desire as heU, and 
is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but 


gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth 
unto him all people: shall not all these take 
up a parable against him, and a taunting 
proverb against him, and say, Woe to him 
that increaseth that which is not his! how 
long? and to him that ladeth himself with 
thick clay! Shall they not rise up suddenly 
that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex 
thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto 
them? Because thou hast spoiled many 
nations, all the remnant of the people shall 
spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and for 
the violence of the land, of the city, and of 
all that dwell therein. 


t St. Paul quotes this passage (Rom. i, 17; Gal. 3, ii) giving it a fuller meaning than it has here, for the 
word that the Prophet uses signifies ^faithfulness’ rather than faith’. The sense of the whole message would 
appear to be this : The soul of the evil man cannot stand upright. It collapses. The soul of the good man 
is steadfast and therefore survives. It is not might but right that, in the long run, survives all ordeals, as 
time will prove. 


























NATIONS AGAIN CRY OUT TO GOD 

violation of every moral law call for a divine judgement? Instead^ the aggressor sue-- 
ceeds^ and increases his oppression. The problem is a perplexity to those who believe 
in God and His righteous rule^ and has to be borm with faithfulness and patience until 
He lightens the darkness of our incomplete knowledge. 


His Lofty Palaces 

Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetous- 
ness to his house^ that he may set his nest on 
high/ that he may be delivered from the 
power of evil! Thou hast consulted shame 
to thy house by cutting off many peoples 
and hast sinned against thy soul. For the 
stone shall cry out of the wallj and the beam 
out of the timber shall answer it. 

His Murders and Lies 

Woe to him that buildeth a town with 
blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity! 
Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that 
the people shall labour in the very fire, and 
the people shall weary themselves for very 
vanity? For the earth shall be filled with the 


knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and 
makest him driinken also, that thou mayest 
look on their nakedness! Thou art filled 
with shame for glory: drink thou also, and 
let thy foreskin be uncovered : the cup of the 
Lord’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, 
and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory. 
For the violence of Lebanon shall cover 
thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made 
them afraid, because of men’s blood, and 
for the violence of the land, of the city, and 
of all that dwell therein. 

What profiteth the graven image that the 
maker thereof hath graven it; the molten 
image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker 
of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb 
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dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In 
that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all 
thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed 
against me: for then I will take away out of 
the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy 
pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty 
because of my holy mountain. I will also 
leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they shall trust in the name 
of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall 
not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall 
a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: 
for they shall feed and lie down, and none 
shall make them afraid. 

A New Start 

Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
Israel; be glad and rejoice with aU the heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath 
taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out 


HAGGAI 1, ib 

thine eiiemy : the king of Israel, even the 
Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not 
see evil any more. In that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to 
Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; 
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 
thee with singing. I will gather them that 
are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who 
are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was 
a burden. Behold, at that time I will undo 
all that afliict thee: and I will save her that 
halteth, and gather her that was driven out; 
and I will get them praise and fame m every 
land where they have been put to shame. 
At that time will I bring you again, even 
in the time that I gather you : for I will make 
you a name and a praise among all people 
of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord. 


AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW AGE 

We stand to-day on the threshold of a new era, the new world-makers, and there is 
grave danger that, like these people of old, we shall make a wrong start. For men do 
not even yet realize that it is in and through acts and experiences of worship that the 
right aims of life are perceived, and the creative spirit of man is renewed and endued 
with power. Haggai does more than gather timber and stones for a new temple, he 
appeals to us, who have temples, to make the glory of God and the worship of God the 
foundation and inspiration of the tww order. 


I N the second year of Darius the king, 
in the sixth month, in the first day of 
the month, came the word of the Lord 
by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, ^d 
to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying. This people say. The time is 
not come, the time that the Lord’s house 
should be built. Then came the word of the 
Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it 
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
houses, and this house lie waste? Now 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Con- 
sider your ways. Ye have sown much, and 


bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not 
enough; ye dri^, but ye are not filled with 
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none 
warm; and he that eameth wages earneth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider 
your ways. Go up to the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the house ; and I will 
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, 
saith the Lord. Ye looked for much, and, 
lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it 
home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the 
Loud of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man unto his 
own house. Therefore the heaven over you 


HAGGAI 1, 10 

is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed 
from her fruit. And I called for a drought 
upon the land, and upon the mountains, and 
upon the corn, and upon the new wine, 
and upon the oil, and upon that which the 
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and 
upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the 
hands. 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Joshua the son of Josedech, the iiigh 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the Lorb their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 
the Lord their God had sent him, and the 
people did fear before the Lord. Then 
spake Haggai the Lord’s messenger in the 
Lord’s message unto the people, saying, I 
am with you, saith the Lord. And die Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit 
of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of 
the people i and they came and did work in 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 
in the four and twentieth day of the sixth 
month, in the second year of Darius the king. 

Persevere in the Task 

In the seventh month, in the one and 
twentieth day of the month, came the word 
of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying. 
Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Sheal- 
tiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the 
residue of the people, saying. Who is left 
among you that saw -^s house in her first 
glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not 
in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith tlie 
Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all 
ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts: according to the word that I cove- 
nanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, 
so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye 
not. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake 
the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land* and I will shake all nations 


than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts : 
and in this place will I give peace, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

Look ahead 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, in the second year of Darius, came 
the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask 
now the priests concerning the law, saying. 
If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his 
garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, 
or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall 
it be holy? And the priests answered and 
said. No. Then said Haggai, If one that is 
unclean by a dead body touch any of these, 
shall it be unclean? And the priests answered 
and said. It shall be unclean. Then answered 
Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is 
this nation before me, saith the Lord ; and 
so is every work of their hands; and that 
which they offer there is unclean. And now, 
I pray you, consider from this day and up- 
ward, from before a stone was laid upon a 
stone in the temple of the Lord: since those 
days were, when one came to an heap of 
twenty measures, there were but ten: when 
one came to the pressfat for to draw out 
fifty vessels out of the press, there were but 
twenty, I smote you with blasting and with 
mildew and with hail in all the labours of 
your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith 
the Lord. Consider now from this day and 
upward, from the four and twentieth day of 
the ninth month, even from the day that 
the foimdation of the Lord’s temple was 
laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? 
yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the 
pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not 
brought forth: from this day will I bless you. 

And again the word of the Lord came 
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day 
of the month, saying. Speak to Zerubbabel, 
governor of Jud^, saying, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth; and I will overthrow 
the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy 
the strength of die kingdoms of the heathen^ 
and I will overthrow the chariots, and those 
that ride in them; and the horses and their 
riders shall come down, every one by the 
sword of his brother In that dav saith the 
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^ The word is used in the sense of a public prosecutor, who accuses man, not tempts him. In the historical 
order of the Old Testament books, this is the first mention of ‘satan’ in the Bible. The use of the word 
as a proper name, and in another sense, came later* The idea behind this vision is, broadly, that of acquittal 
and restoration. For a detailed interpretation see the larger commentaries. 


ZECHARIAH 1 , 14 

saith the Lord of hosts; I am jealous for 
Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 
And I am very sore displeased with the 
heathen that are at ease : for I was but a little 
displeased:, and they helped forward the 
affliction. Therefore thus saith the Lord; 
I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: 
my house shall be built in it^ saith tlie Lord 
of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth 
upon Jerusalem, Cry yet, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; My cities through 
prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and 
the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall 
yet choose Jerusalem. 

Symbols of Power 

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and 
behold four horns. And I said unto the 
angel that talked with me. What be these? 
And he answered me. These are the horns 
which have scattered Judah, Israel, and 
Jerusalem. And the Lord shewed me four 
carpenters. Then said I, What come tliese 
to do? And he spake, saying, These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, so that 
no man did lift up his head: but these are 
come to fray them, to cast out the horns of 
the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over 
the land of Judah to scatter it. 

Godh Immeasurable Designs 

I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, 
and behold a man with a measuring line in 
his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? 
And he said untome. To measure Jerusalem, 
to see what is tlie breadth thereof, and what 
is the length thereof. And, behold, the angel 
that talked with me went forth, and another 
angel went out to meet him, and said unto 
him. Run, speak to this young man, saying, 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns with- 
out walls for the multitude of men and cattle 
therein: for I, saith the Lord, will be unto 
her a wail of fire round about, and will be 
the glory in the midst of her. 

A Lyrical Passage 

Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the 
land of the north, saith the Lord ; for I have 


spread you abroad as the four winds of the 
heaven, saith the Lord. Deliver thyself, O 
Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of 
Babylon. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
After the glory hath he sent me unto the 
nations which spoiled you: for he that 
toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 
For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon 
them, and they shall be a spoil to their ser- 
vants : and ye shall know that the Lord of 
hosts hath sent me. Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. 
And many nations shall be joined to the 
Lord in that day, and shall be my people : 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and 
thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath 
sent me unto thee. And the Lord shall in- 
herit Judah his portion in the holy land, and 
shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up 
out of his holy habitation. 

Past Sins Removed 

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lord, and 
Satan^ standing at his right hand to resist 
him. And tlie Lord said unto Satan, The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord 
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar- 
ments, and stood before the angel. And he 
answered and spake unto those that stood 
before him, saying. Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said. 
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment. And I said. Let them set a fair 
mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
mitre upon his head, and clothed him with 
garments. And the angel of tlie Lord stood 
by. 

And the angel of the Lord protested unto 
Joshua, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou 
wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also 
judge my house, and shalt also keep my 
courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among these that stand by. Hear now, O 
Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows 






that sit before thee: for they are men won-- 
dered at: for^ behold, I will bring forth my 
servant the BRANCH. For behold the 
stone that I have laid before Joshna; upon 
one stone shall be seven eyes : behold, I will 
engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord 
of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. In that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, shall ye call every man his 
neighbour under the vine and under the 
fig tree. 

Inspired Leaders 

itod the angel that talked with me came 
again, and waked me, as a man that is 
wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, 
What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, 
and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a 
bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps 
thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, 
which are upon the top thereof: and two 
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of 
the bowl, and the other upon the left side 
thereof. So I answered and spake to the 
angel that tallted with me, saying. What are 
these, my lord? Then the angel that talked 
with me answered and said unto me. Know- 
est thou not what these be? And I said. No, 
my lord. Then he answered and spake unto 
me, saying. This is the word of the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel, saying. Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel tliou shalt become a plain : 
and he shall bring forth the headstone there- 
of with shoutings, crying, Grace,^ grace unto 
it. Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel 
have laid the foimdation of this house; his 
hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt 
know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me 
unto you. For who hath despised the day of 
small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall 
see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel 
with those seven; they are the eyes^ of the 
Lord, which run to and fro through the 
whole earth. 

Then answered I, and said unto him. 
What are these two olive trees upon the 
right side of the candlestick and upon the 
left side thereof ? And I answered again, and 
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said unto him, What be these two olive 
branches which through the two golden 
pipes empty the golden oil out of them- 
selves? And he answered me and said, 
Knowest thou not what these be? And I 
said. No, my lord. Then said he, These are 
the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth. 

The Curse of Sin 

Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, 
and looked, and behold a flying roll. And 
he said unto me, What seest thou? And I 
answered, I see a flying roll; the length 
thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth 
thereof ten cubits. Then said he unto me. 
This is the curse that goeth forth over the 
face of the whole earth : for every one that 
stealeth shall be cut off as on this side accord- 
ing to it; and every one that sweareth shall 
be cut off as on that side according to it. I 
will bring it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and it shall enter into the house of the thief, 
and into the house of him that sweareth 
falsely by my name: and it shall remain in 
the midst of his house, and shall consume it 
with the timber thereof and the stones 
thereof. 

The Cause of Sin is Removed 

Then the angel that talked with me went 
forth, and said unto me. Lift up now thine 
eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. 
And I said. What is it? And he said. This 
is an ephah that goeth forth. He said more- 
over. This is their resemblance through all 
the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up 
a talent of lead: and this is a woman that 
sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he 
said, This is wickedness. And he cast it 
into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the 
weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 
Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, there came out two women, and the 
wind was in their wings; for they had wings 
like the wings of a stork: and they lifted 
up the ephah between the earth and the 
heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked 
with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 
And he said unto me. To build it an house 


I An exclamation, ‘How lovelyP when the last stone of tlie Temple was placed in position. 

3 ^ reference, apparently, to the lamps, signifying God’s watch over His people. But the vision, as it 
stands, is not clear. The general drift of meaning would appear to be: God is among them; with Joshua 
and Zerubbabel as the appointed religions and civil heads of the community. 
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BEYOND THE HORIZON 


AT SOME NEAR OR DISTANT FUTURE GOD WILL 
END THESE EVIL DAYS AND ESTABLISH A NEW ORDER 


ZECHARIAH 


CHAPTERS 9 , 14 , 21 


There is so muchdijference in style and content between these chapters and those immedi- 
ately preceding them that we are surprised to find them together under one name and in 
the same book; and this is not the only difficulty that faces us. These chapters are^ in 
themselves^ full of problems that are not easily solved. But if we are content to see 
the main themcy the bold message that obscure details cannot blot out or distort ^ then we 
can see some reason for these writings^^ and a possible explanation for placing them 
where they are. What the prophecies with a most certain voice declare is that Gods 
kingdom will eventually be established. It will be a universal kingdom^ an everlasting 
kingdom:, and above all a kingdom of righteousness and peace. This Golden Age that 
Zechariah thought was dawning:, rolled by:, rejected^ or not yet due. But in the 
Prophefs words hope lives on^andmen wait for the great Day of God to dawn; as from 
time to time men picture:, under all the limitations of human knowledge:, what form 
that Day and Kingdom will take. 


"HHE biirden of the word of the Lord 
in the land of Hadrach, and Damas- 
cus shall be the rest thereof : when 
the eyes of man, as of all the tribes 
of Israel, shall be toward the Lorn). And 
Hamath also shall border thereby ^ Tyrus, 
and Zidon, though it be very wise. And 
Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and 
heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold 
as the mite of the streets. Behold, the Lord 
will cast her out, and he will smite her power 
in the sea; and she shall be devoured with 
fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza 
also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and 
Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; 
and the king shall perish from Gaza, and 
Ashlcelon shall not be inhabited. And a 
bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will 
cut off the pride of the Philistines. And I 
will take away his blood out of his mouth, 
and his abominations from between his 
teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall 
be for our God, and he shall be as a governor 
in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 

Autid I will encamp about mine house 
because of the army, because of him that 
passeth by, and because of him that re- 
turneth : and no oppressor shall pass through 
them any more: for now have I seen with 


The Lowly King of an Age of Peace 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and 
the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off : and he shall speak peace 
imto the heathen : and his dominion shall be 
from sea even to sea, and from the river even 
to the ends of the earth. 

A Victorious People 

As for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you 
to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: 
even to day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee; when I have bent Judah 
for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and 
raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, 
O Greece, and made thee as the sword of 
a mighty man. And the Lord shall be seen 
over tliem, and his arrow shall go forth as 
the lightning: and the Lord God shall blow 
the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds 
of the south. The Lord of hosts shall 
defend them; and they shall devour, and 


subdue with sHng stones and they shall drinks 
and make a noise as through wine i and they 
shall be filled like bowls^ and as the corners 
of the altar. And the Lord their God shall 
save them in that day as the flock of his 
people : for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown^ lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 
For how great is his goodness^ and how great 
is his beauty! corn shall make the yoimg men 
cheerful^ and new wine the maids. 

The True God 

Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the 
latter rain, so the Lord shall make bright 
cloudSj and give them showers of rain^ to 
every one grass in the field. For the idols 
have spoken vanity, and the diviners have 
seen a lie, and have told false dreams^ they 
comfort in vain: therefore they went their 
way as a flock, they were troubled, because 
there was no shepherd. Aline anger was 
kindled against the shepherds, and I pun- 
ished the goats : for the Lord of hosts hath 
visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath 
made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 
Out of him came forth the corner, out of 
him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out 
of him every oppressor together. And they 
shall be as mighty men, which tread down 
their enemies in the mire of the streets in 
the battle; and they shall fight, because the' 
Lord is with them, and the riders on horses 
shall be confounded. And I will strengthen 
the house of Judah, and I will save the house 
of Joseph, and I will bring them again to 
place them; for I have mercy upon them: 
and they shall be as though I had not cast 
them off; for I am the Lord their God, and 
will hear them. And they of Ephraim shall 
be like a mighty man, and their heart shall 
rejoice as through wine ; yea, their children 
shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall 
rejoice in the Lord. 

Destruction of Enemies 

I will hiss for them, and gather them ; for 
I have redeemed them: and they shall in- 
crease as they have increased. And I will 
sow them among the people: and they shall 
remember me in far countries; and they 
shall live with their children, and turn again. 
I will bring them again also out of the land 
of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; 
and I will bring them into the land of Gilead 
and Lebanon ; and place shall not be found 
for them. And he shall pass through the 
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sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves 
in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall 
dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be 
brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall 
depart away. And I will strengthen them 
in the Lord; and they shall walk up and 
down in his name, saith the Lord. 

Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire 
may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for 
the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are 
spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the 
forest of the vintage is come down. There 
is a voice of the howling of the shepherds ; 
for their glory is spoiled : a voice of the roar- 
ing of young Hons; for the pride of Jordan 
is spoiled. 

The Two Shepherds 

Thus saith the Lord my God; Feed the 
flock of the slaughter; whose possessors slay 
them, and hold themselves not guilty ; and 
they that sell them say. Blessed be the Lord; 
for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity 
them not. For I will no more pity the in- 
habitants of the land, saith the Lord : but, 
lo, I will deliver the men every one into his 
neighbour’s hand, and into the hand of his 
king : and they shall smite the land, and out 
of their hand I will not dehver them. And 
I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, 
O poor of the flock. And I took unto me 
two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the 
other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 
Three shepherds also I cut off in one 
month; and my soul lothed them, and thek 
soul also abhorred me. Then said I, I will 
not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and 
that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and 
let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 
And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut 
it asunder, that I might break my covenant 
which I had made with all the people. And 
it was broken in that day: and so the poor 
of the flock that waited upon me knew that 
it was the word of the Lord. And I said 
imto them, If ye think good, give me my 
price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed 
for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the 
Lord said imto me. Cast it imto the potter: 
a goodly price that I was prised at of them. 
And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and 
cast them to the potter in the house of the 
Lord. Then I cut asunder mine other 
staff, even Bands, that I might break the 
brotherhood between Judah and Israel, 

And the Lord said unto me. Take unto 
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house of David shall be as God^ as the angel 
of the Lord before them. And it shall come 
to pass in that day^ that I will seek to destroy 
all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 

And I will pour upon the house of Davids 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitter- 
ness for his firstborn. In that day shall 
there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. And the land shall 
mourn, every family apart ^ the family of 
the house of David apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of the house of Nathan 
apart, and their wives apart; the family of 
the house of Levi apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their 
wives apart; ail the families that remain, 
every family apart, and their wives apart. 

In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for un- 
cleanness. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut 
off the names of the idols out of the land, and 
they shall no more be remembered: and 
also I will cause the prophets and the un- 
clean spirit to pass out of the land. And it 
shall come to pass, that when any shall yet 
prophesy, then his father and his mother 
that begat him shall say unto him, Thou 
shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the 
name of the Lord: and his father and his 
motlier that begat him shall thrust him 
through when he prophesieth. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the prophets 
shall be ashamed every one of his vision, 
when he hath prophesied; neither shall they 
wear a rough garment to deceive: but he 
shall say, I am no prophet, I am an hus- 
bandman; for man taught me to keep cattle 
from my youth. And one shall say unto him. 
What are these wounds in thine hands? 
Then he shall answer. Those with which I 
was wounded in the house of my friends. 

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
and against the man that is my fellow, saith 
the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and 
the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn 
mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall 
come to pass, that in all the laud, saith the 
Lord, two parts therein shaU be cut off and 


KING OF KINGS Zeck 12, i— 14, 21 

A figurative way— somewhat strange to our 
minds— of expressing the supremacy of Jeru- 
salem as the throne and dwelling-place of the 
Most High; also its purification:^ and the pil- 
grimage of nations thereto for worship. 


The burden of the word of the Lord for 
Israel, saith the Lord, which stretcheth 
forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation 
of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man 
within him. 

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of 
trembling “Unto ail the people round about, 
when they shall be in the siege both against 
Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that 
day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 
stone for all people: all that burden them- 
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though 
all the people of the earth be gathered to-‘ 
gether against it. In that day, saith the Lord, 
I will smite every horse with astonishment, 
and his rider with madness : and I will open 
mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will 
smite every horse of the people with blind- 
And the governors of Judah shall say 
in their heart. The inhabitants of Jerusalem 
shall be my strength in the Lord of hosts 
their God. In that day will I make the 
governors of Judah like an hearth of fire 
among the wood, and like a torch of fire in 
a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people 
round about, on the right hand and on the 
left : and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again 
in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The 
Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, 
that the glory of the house of David and the 
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not 
magnify themselves against Judah. In that 
shall the Lord defend the inhabitants 
3f Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among 
at that day shall be as David; and the 


thee yet the instruments of a foolish shep- 
herd. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in 
the land, which shall not visit those that be 
cut off, neither shall seek the young one, 
nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that 
that standeth still: but he shall eat tlie flesh 
of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 
Woe to the idol shepherd that ieaveth the 
flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and 
upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean 
dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly 
darkened. 




thereof^ even bis meat^ is contemptible. Ye 
said alsoj Behold^ what a weariness is itJ 
and ye have snuffed at it, saidi the Lord of 
hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, 
and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought 
an offering : should I accept this of your 
hand? saith the Lord. But cursed be the 
deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and 
voweth, and sacriflceth unto the Lord a 
corrupt thing : for I am a great King, saith 
the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful 
among the heathen. 

And now, O ye priests, this command- 
ment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye 
will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my 
name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will even 
send a curse upon you, and I will curse your 
blessings : yea, I have cursed them already, 
because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, 
I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung 
upon your faces, even the dung of your 
solemn feasts; and one shall take you away 
with it. And ye shall know that I have sent 
this commandment unto you, that my cove- 
nant might be with Levi, saith the Lord of 
hosts. My covenant was with him of life 
and peace; and I gave them to him for the 
fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid 
before my name. The law of truth was in 
his mouth, and iniquity was not found in 
his lips: he walked wi^ me in peace and 
equity, and did turn many away from 
iniquity. For the priest’s lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law 
at his mouth : for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts. But ye are departed out of 
the way; ye have caused many to stumble 
at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant 
of Levi, saiih the Lord of hosts. Therefore 
have I dso made you contemptible and base 
before all the people, according as ye have 
not kept my ways, but have been partial 
in the law. 

Take Heed to Your Spirit 

Have we not all one father? hath not one 
God created us? why do we deal treacher- 
ously every man against his brother, by 
profaning the covenant of our fathers? 
Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an 
abomination is committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the 
holiness of the Lord which he loved, and 
hath married the daughter of a strange god. 
The Lord will cut off the man that doeth 
this, the master and the scholar, out of the 
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tabernacles of Jacob, and him that oifereth 
an oflering imto the Lord of hosts. And 
this have ye done again, covering the altar 
of the Lord with tears, with weeping, and 
with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth 
not the offering any more, or receiveth it 
with good will at your hand. Yet ye say. 
Wherefore? Because the Lord hath been 
witness between thee and the wife of thy 
youth, against whom thou hast dealt 
treacherously : yet is she thy companion, and 
the wife of thy covenant. And did not he 
make one? Yet had he the residue of the 
spirit. And wherefore one ? That he might 
seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to 
your spirit, and let none deal treacherously 
against the wife of his youth. For the Lord, 
the God of Israel, saith that he hateth put- 
ting away : for one covereth violence with 
his garment, saith the Lord of hosts : there- 
fore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal 
not treacherously. 

Doubt Not His Word 

Ye have wearied the Lord with your 
words. Yet ye say. Wherein have we 
wearied him? When ye say, Every one that 
doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 
and he delighteth in them; or. Where is the 
God of judgment? 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, 
he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But 
who may abide the day of his coming? and 
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he 
is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap : 
and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
in righteousness- Then shall the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto 
the Lord, as in the days of pld^ and as in 
former years. And I will come near to you 
to judgment; and I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, and against the 
adulterers, and against false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the hireling in his 
wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and 
that turn aside the stranger from his right, 
and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts. 
For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 





THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 

AN OUTLINE OF THE REVELATION THAT BINDS 
THEM TOGETHER AS THE BOOK OF LIFE 

The Bible is one book, not two. Before we proceed to study the New Testament, it 
might he an advantage to glance briefly over the stages through which we have traced 
the growth or unfolding of the dwine revelation in the books of the Old Testament. 

THE HOLY LAND GENESIS to RUTH 

For our purpose we adopted a simple method of study. To inquire, first of all. What 
is the broad, general background of the books of the Bible? and then. What is the divine 
revelation that is set forth against this background? In the first books of the Bible, from 
Genesis to Ruth, we found the familiar nature-background of human existence; the open 
country and the open sky, hills and valleys, flocks and herds, trees and flowers. And this 
was the revelation: that every land should be a Homeland and a Holy hand. 

THE HOLY CITY i SAMUEL to 2 KINGS 

The background gradually changes as we pass from l Samuel to 2 Kings. The country 
landscape becomes dotted with villages that are growing into towns, from towns into 
cities, and some of the cities into national capitals. In the distance, on foreign soil, more 
and mightier cities can be seen: then, dty rising against city, for the place and power 
of a world metropolis. It is against this background of dty-building that the divine 
revelation of the City of God floats like a dream. 

THE TEMPLE i CHRONICLES to ESTHER 

When the land was lost and the dty had fallen, when the hope of making a Holy Land 
and a Holy City had faded, men set thdr hearts upon forming a Holy Church. Man’s 
life had always had a religious background, and this is presented, in its development, in 
1 Chronicles to Esther, where it provides the setting for a divine revelation to all 
churches concerning worship; its place in life, its sacred ministries, its institutions, 
ceremonies, and customs. 

THE HOLY BOOK JOB to MALACHI 

The books of Job to Malachi survey man’s mental or intellectual background. 
Many forms of literature are represented, riding the characteristic phases of human 
inquiry and thought. Here is human wisdom, but here also, in the forefront of the 
picture, is the revelation of divine wisdom. When Jesus came it was a Holy Book 
that men supremely reverenced. 

THE HOLY PEOPLE THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The end and aim of God's gracious purpose is first and foremost not a Holy Land, a 
Holy City, a Holy Church nor a Holy Book, but a Holy Life, a Holy Man, a Holy 
People—and the time for its achievement is at hand. 
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GOD'S PEOPLE 

YOU S H A L L B E M Y P E O P L E A N D I 
WILL BE YOUR GOD, SAITH THE LORD 




BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 


iii 
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FROM ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH SHALL THEY COME 

From the far-off lands that lie eastward beyond the desert over which the wise men 
came, from India and Persia, China and Japan; from t^^^ continents of the 

New World, the Americas, and the distant islands of Australia and New Zealand; from 
the snowbound North, the sunburnt South, and the homelands of Europe and Asia, men 
shall seek the Living God. 










IP* 




there is a message 

p^smal and an urgent message. The God men are seeking 
s eking them irdivtdually, and seeking them now. Because, in the first 
^ ^ is the Father us all, and there is not a JnJeJl 
that He is not directly interested in, and easer at all timpc fn 







LIVING GOD TO EVERY LIVING SOUL 

Uu Cause, and it h our Cause too, for it provides for our divine heritage and destiny, 
to-day needs mm. It is suffering violence. But where are God's people, and what are 
th^ doing} Surely there ought not to be a single merriher of His family anywhere who, 
out of loyalty and love to his Father God, is not doing something for Him. 
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BOOKl. JESUS CHRIST 


THE REVELATION OF THE GOSPELS 


TELLING THE WORLD THE BEST OF ALL NEWS 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 


ST. MATTHEW to ST. JOHN 


Each gospel tells the same story, for there was only one story to tell; but each writer tells 
it in hts own way. It could not be otherwise. People look at life through different eyes 
from different standpoints, and when they are shaping their material into a narrative 
they naturally select those things which appeal to their particular type of mind. In each 
gospel, therefore, we have, as well as a picture of Christ, an indication of a certain type 
ofmnd. ‘Let us see whether we can discover these types, and distinguish between them. 
Then, look at thepcture of Christ that each writer has drawn, for the features that are 
distinctly characteristic of his drawing. These are the things his mind was specially 
fitted to see^ and to reveal to us, 

_ For our purpose we shall speak of the different writers by the names the gospels bear. 
Qwdtons of authorship are beyond the scope of our study. Besides, it is not the identity 
fthe writers, but their individuality, their distinctive cast of mind which, at themomenU 
interests us. . 


IN EVERY PLACE 


ST. LUKE 


Looki^ at the four gospels for any indication of their writers' particular habits of 
we mwed that Luke's narrative showed a decided geographical character. 
Amrmtly Luke h^ an instinctive love of places. He gives the names of more places 
than any of the other evangelists, and never loses Ms sense cf direction. He groups 
to their geographical situation, incidents that appear, in some of 
the otlm gospels, to Mve been arranged chronologically. The Ministry of Jesus in Ms 

geographical basis. Taking Capernaum as tM centre, he 
desses how Jesus journeyed eastwards, crossing tho Lake of Galilee to its other shore. 

i ^ hack again; a visit to the North, 

Thus, all the points of the compass 
are covered. Jesus goes everywhere. He turns His face in every direction. He sets His 
on every highway, and makes time to visit out-of-the-way places. There is no 
plcwe too small, and none too large for Him to enter. He covers the whole country 
Mways on tM move, looking for another hamlet, another village, another dty wlZ'e 
He can imke known the truth of God. On, on He goes, surprisiZ Zi Hk eldest 
followers by His nmer-tmng march— and search; for, said He, Hhale come to seek and 

w^he that impressed Luke's mind; and 

t f f ^ ^ had written, he added the 

slZcMi^arlTm unrecognized Figure journeying on alone, still 

searching, and tn Hts searching, still maMng friends with wayfarers. 



AT ALL TIMES ST. JOHN 

If geography can so far lend its aid to the study cf the gospels^ perhaps history has a 
son among the apostles. But where shall we look ? For none of the gospels can justly be 
described as history. There is, however, one that shows definite marks of time, and in 
its framework pays regard to the calendar — -John. This gospel opens and closes with a 
detailed account of two weeks in ChrisTs life, and each day of the Passion week is 
rounded off with a reference to time. The main stages of the Ministry are marked by the 
seasons festivals. John obviously had a sense of time, as Luke had a sense of place. 
Whenever he draws Christ, John must put somewhere in the picture a hint of the passing 
of time— it was early in the morning^, or Hhe same day at evening. As Jesus talked 
With the woman at the well ‘it was the sixth hour’, and it was ‘by night’ that Nicodemus 
came to Him. But though there are indications cf time in this gospel, they are there not 
so much for their own sake as to glorify the timelessness, the everlastingness of the Lord 
of Life, He is eternal, and the word ‘eternal’ appears more frequently in John’s gospel 
than in all the others put together. The first words of his narrative suggest the same 
thought, ‘In the beginning was the Word’, and he ends his story with not one but a series 
of resurrection appearances. If the keyword of Luke is ‘everywhere’, the heyword of 
John is ‘always’. 


FOR ALL PEOPLE 


ST. MARK 


Luke was interested in places, John in times and seasons, but Mark’s interest was 
people. He was content to refer to times and places with the vague phrase ‘after that’, 
and ‘a certain place’, but when he spoke of people it was with detail and precision. 
Simon the Cyrenian,for example, ‘was the father of Alexander and Rtf us’. The blind 
man near Jericho was ‘Bartimceus the son of Timceus’ . When he could not give the 
name or family of a person he feels he must identify him by giving Ms rank, orprofession, 
or his particular infirmity. Mark draws Christ with a multitude of people pressing 
round Him. His canvas is smaller than that of the other evangelists, but it is crowded 
with human beings of evety description. Everybody was interested in Christ, and Christ 
was interested in everybody. 


THE GOOD NEWS 


ST. MATTHEW 


There remains one other gospel to consider, and to complete our thought there is only one 
more thing to say. However we look at Matthew’s narrative, it is the fullness and com- 
pleteness of Christ which impresses us. In the fullness cf time He cairn. In Him the 
fullness of the Godhead, and cf manhood, dwells. He is tfw fulfilment of God’s promises, 
and all the purposes of Heaven for mankind. Nothing is complete without Him in earth 
or heaven, time or etermty, God or man. Perhaps this explains why Matthew’s gospel, 
though it was not the first tobe written, was placed at the begirming of the New Testa- 
ment— to ensure that our first impression of Jesus should be as full and complete as 
possible; that we should start with a right conception of Him. 

This then, in brief, is the news-message of the gospels. Christis everything that all men 
everywhere and at all times could ever hope for, desire, or need. In life, in death, in earth 
and heaven, in the company of men, and in the presence cf God, He is all-sufficient and 
never-failing. He is this to everybody, says Mark. Arid everywhere, says Luke, and 
always, says John. 
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THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Hardly anyone has attempted to describe Jesus who has not^ in the end^ when he has 
exhausted every power of thought and language^ put down his pen^ exclaiming^ He is all 
this — and more. All who have known Him say the same things No single name^ and not 
all the titles of honour^ power^ and affection taken together^ can ever declare His glory ^ 
But He came as a babe in a manger^ and before men could know the greatness that might 
make them afraid^ He had become the looked-for Friend on the highway^ or in the streets 
the Man beggars knew and sinners invited to their feasts. Now^ all nations bow to Him^ 
rulers frame their laws upon His sayings ^ saints follow His manner of lifey and scholars 
spend the best of their days studying His message. For^ in this Man of a friendly heart 
there is a moral majesty that belongs not to any other man^ and makes those whom He 
calls brethren^ call Him Lord and Master. Yet it is not as a dictator that He ever 
speaks. He demands obedience from no one. He simply asks that men will accept Him 
as a gift from God : as God^s best and greatest gift. Every man is free to accept or reject 
Him. But all who have received Him^ who have taken Him into their hearts and lives ^ 
have found it is the gift of life divine they have embraced. For He imparts His spirit 
io those who love Htm^ and in fellowship with Him they enter into the family and into 
the heritage of God^s children. Into this Home’^circle and Kingdom^ He^ as the Son of 
the Father a^ the Heavenly Ktng^ has the right to bring His friends. And He calls 
those His friends who need His friendship;^ treasure it^ and loyally strive to be worthy 
of it unto the end. 


tPIE BIRTH ROIX 

of the generation of Jesus 
I Christy the son of Davids the son 
1 of Abraham. 

Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac 
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his 
brethren; and Judas begat Phares and Zara of 
Thamar; andPhares begat Esrom; andEsrom 
begat Aram; and Aram begat Aminadab; 
and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson 
begat Salmon i and Salmon hpo-at Tinner 


St. Matthew 1 , 1-17 

Manasses begat Ainon; and Amon begat 
Josias; and Josias begat Jechonias and his 
brethren, about the time they were carried 
away to Babylon : and after they were brought 
to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and 
Salathiel begat Zorobabel; and Zorobabel 
begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and 
Eliakim begat Azor; and Azor begat Sadoc; 
and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat 









WHEN YOU HAVE FOUND HIM, BRING ME WORD 

So spake Herod to the Wise Men seeking Jesus. Had he knozon that the gift of God, 
the Saviour of mankind, was in that Holy Child, he would himself have joum^ed 
to the manger, and with a hundile heart. 


and his meat was locusts and wild honey, down, and cast ini 
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all you with water ui 
Judsea, and all the region round about Jordan, cometh after me 
and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- shoes I am not 
•fraQing their sins. But when he saw many of baptize you with 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his fire: whose fan i 
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of througMy purge 

vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the - - 

wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance; and think not to say 
within yourselves. We have Abraham to our 
father : for I say unto you, that God is able 
of these Stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees: therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 


The Voice from Heaven 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John, to be baptized of him. But John 
forbad him, saying, 1 have need to be bap- 
tized of thee, and comest thou to me? And 




ST. MATTHEW 3 , 15 

Jesus answering said unto him^ Suffer it to 
be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
And Jesusj when he was baptized^ went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 


heavens were opened tmto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon him: and lo a voice from 
heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 


THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS St Matthew 4 , 1--IX 

In the account of the Temptation we are given evidence of a different character. At 
the Birth and Baptism we have the outward signs of the greatness of Jesus^ hut in the 
Temptation it is the inherent glory of His nature that shines forth. Here we see His 
spiritual supremacy ^ the faultless truths and the moral majesty of the true Messiah. 
Each scene contributes to the conviction. His view of man^ which comes out in the first 
temptation^ is profoundly true — men do not live by bread alone. His view of Gody in 
the secondy is equally impressive in the way it clears our minds of false and unworthy 
conceptions of His Providence and Rule. In the thirdytrue and false ideas of Messiah- 
ship are contrasted. How far above all human vanity and ambition is the spirit of 
Jesus in this hour! His decision leaves us no longer in any doubt about Him, In none 
but the true Messiah could such truth be found, 

THEN was Jesus led up of the spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

And when he had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, he was afterward an hungred. And 
when the tempter came to him, he said, If 
thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. But he answered 
and said. It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the 
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and 
saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down: for it is written. 

He shall give his angels charge concern- 
ing thee: 


And in their hands they shall bear thee up. 
Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. 

Jesus said imto him, It is written again. Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, 
the devil taketh him up into an exceeding 
high moimtain, and sheweth him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and saith unto him. All these thutigs will I 
give thee, if thou wilt faU down and worship 
me. Then saith Jesus unto him. Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, 
and, behold, angels came and ministered unto 
him. 


AT THAT TIME 

Jesus was now aware of His Missiony and ready to enter upon it. John the Baptist is His hm^aldy 
whose wordy like a trumpet-call y rings through the country. The Voice of the Prophet is again in 
the land. Men^s minds are stirred; andy as of oldy when the cry wentforthy ^Thus saith the Lordly 
men^ s consciences are once more aroused. Old hopes are recalledy and ?iew desires arise. MaybCy 
the Messianic Age is at hand. The people of Gody at this timey had lost their hearingSy and had 
been broken into sroui)s that were at ’uaviance with one another The'V ’were Ivoins like sheeO with— 









and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto thema 
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
of minca and doeth thema I will liken him 
unto a wise man, wliich built his house upon 
a rock : and the rain descended:, and the floods 
camCj) and the winds blewj> and beat upon 
that house; and it fell not : for it was founded 
upon a rock. And every one that heareth 


ST. MATTHEW 8, i6 

these sayings of mincj and doeth them not^ 
shall be likened unto a foolish man^ which 
built his house upon the sand: and the rain 
descended^ and the hoods came, and the 
winds blewj and beat upon that house; and 
it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

And it came to pass^ when Jesus had 
ended these sayings^ the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine: for he taught them 
as one having authorityj and not as the 
scribes. 


WHAT JESUS DID 


Sl Matthew 8, i-M, i 


We cannot expect the miracles of Jesus to impress us in the same way^ and with the 
same force^ as they impressed those who sazo them performed » Neither can they speak 
to us as do His words; for words ^ and particularly His words ^ possess in themselves an 
ever-living power of appeal and conviction. Miracles^ on the other hand^ depend^ for 
their continued appeal^ upon the testimony of witnesses: and however good that testi-> 
mony may be^ it cannot have the force of a direct personal experience. But does our belief 
in the power of Christ rest upon the proof that He performed any or all of these miracles? 
Of CO urse n>ot ^Nevertheless voe treasure this earl'^ t^icture of the 'OozJoer of the P^fessiaih 



ST; MATTHEW S, i6 

Ms word^ and healed all that were sick: that 
it might be fulfilled wliich was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet^ sayings Himself took our 
infirmities^ and bare our sicknesses. 

His Power over Men 

Now when Jesus saw great multitudes 
about hinia he gave commandment to depart 
unto the other side. And a certain scribe 
camej, and said xmto him. Master, I will 
follow thee v/hithersoever thou goest. And 
Jesus saith unto him. The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests j but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay Ms head. 
And another of Ms disciples said unto Mm, 
Lord, suifer me first to go and bury my 
father. But Jesus said unto Mm, Follow me; 
and let the dead bury their dead. 


And when he was entered into a sMp, his 
disciples followed Mm. And, behold, there 
arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch 
that the ship was covered with the waves : but 
he was asleep. And Ms disciples came to 
him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: 
we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are 
ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he 
arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea ; and 
there was a great calm. But the men mar- 
velled, saying, What manner of man is tMs, 
that even the winds and the sea obey him! 


And when he was come to the other side 
into the country of the Gergesenes, there met 
iiim two possessed with devils, coming out 
of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no 
man might pass by that way. And, behold, 
they cried out, saying, What have we to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ? art thou 
come Mther to torment us before the time? 
And there was a good way off from them an 
herd of many swine feeding. So the devils 
besought Mm, saying, If thou cast us out, 
suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 
And he said unto them. Go. And when they 
were come out, they went into the herd of 
swine : and, behold, the whole herd of swine 
ran vioiently down a steep place into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. And they that 
kept them fled, and went their ways into the 
city, and told every tMng, and what was 


befallen to the possessed of the devils. And, 
behold, the whole city came out to meet 
Jesus : and when they saw Mm, they besought 
him that he would depart out of tlieir 
coasts. 

Over Man^s Moral Life 

And he entered into a sMp, and passed 
over, and came into Ms own city. And, 
behold, they brought to Mm a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing 
their faith said unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, 
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 
And, behold, certain of the scribes said within 
themselves, TMs man blasphemeth. And 
Jesus knowing their thoughts said. Where- 
fore tliink ye evil in your hearts ? For whether 
is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; 
or to say. Arise, and walk? But that ye may 
know that the Son of man hatli power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the 
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. And he arose, and 
departed to Ms house. But when the multi- 
tudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified 
God, wMch had given such power unto 
men. 

And as Jesus passed forth from tlience, he 
saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the 
receipt of custom: and he saith unto Mm, 
Follow me. And he arose, and followed 
Mm. 

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat 
in the house, behold, many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with Mm and Ms 
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto Ms disciples. Why eateth your 
Master with publicans and sinners? But 
when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, 
They that be whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick. But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice: for I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Then came to Mm the disciples of John, 
saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, 
but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said 
unto them. Can the children of the bride- 
chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom 
is with them? but the days will come, when 
the bridegroom shall be taken from them, 
and then shall they fast. Ho man putteth a 
piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for 
that wMch is put in to fiH it up taketli from 
the garment, and the rent is made worse. 


Power over Natural Forces 


Over Supernatural Forces 
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They hrought unto Him many that were afflicted^ and He healed them all. 


Neither do men put new wine into old bottles : 
else the bottles break, and the wine run- 
neth out, and the bottles perish: but they 
put new wine into new bottles, and both 
are preserved. 


The Power of His Compassion 

And when Jesus departed thence, two 
blind men followed him, crying, and saying. 
Thou son of David, have mercy on us. And 
when he was come into the house, the blind 
men came to him : and Jesus saith unto theih. 
Believe ye that I am able to do this? They 
said unto him. Yea, Lord. Then touched he 
their eyes, saying. According to your faith 
be it unto you. And their eyes were opened; 
and Jesus straitly charged them, saying. See 
that no man know it. But they, when they 
were departed, spread abroad his fame in aU 
that country. 

As they went out, behold, they brought to 
him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 
And when the devil was cast out, the dumb 
spake : and the multitudes marvelled, saying. 
It was never so seen in Israel. But the 
Pharisees said. He casteth out devils through 
the prince of the devils. 

And Jesus went about all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people. But when he saw the 
multitudes, he was moved with compa:ssion 
on them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shep- 
herd. Then saith he unto his disciples. The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 


His Power over Death 

While he spake these things unto them, 
behold, there came a certain ruler, and wor- 
shipped him, saying. My daughter is even 
now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon 
her, and she shall live. And Jesus arose, and 
followed him, and so did his disciples. And, 
behold, a woman, which was diseased with 
an issue of blood twelve years, came behind 
him, and touched the hem of his garment: 
for she said within herself. If I may but 
touch his garment, I shall be whole. But 
Jesus turned him about, and when he saw 
her, he said. Daughter, be of good comfort; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. And tlie 
woman was made whole from that hour. 
And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, 
and saw the minstrels and the people making 
a noise, he said unto them. Give place: for 
the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And 
they laughed him to scorn. But when the 
people were put forth, he went in, and took 
her by the hand, and the maid arose. And 
the fame hereof went abroad into all that 
land. 


ST. MATTHEW 9, 37 

are few^ pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest. 

He Gave Power to Men 

And when he had called unto him his 
twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease. 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother; James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, 
and Bartholomew; Thomas, and jMatthew 
the publican; James the son of Alphseus, and 
Lebbseus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying, Go not into the way 
of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 
as ye go, preach, saying. The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils : 
freely ye have received, freely give. Provide 
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your 
purses, nor scrip for your journey, neither 
two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for 
the workman is worthy of his meat. And 
into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, 
enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide 
tUl ye go thence. And when ye come into an 
house, salute it. And if the house be worthy, 
let your peace come upon it: but if it be not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
your words, when ye depart out of that house 
or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 
Verily I say unto you, It shall be more toler- 
able for the land of Sodom and Gomor- 
rha in the day of judgment, than for that 
city* 

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware 
of men: for they will deliver you up to the 
councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues; and ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a testi- 
mony against them and the Gentiles. But 
when they deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak: for it shah be 


given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
And the brother shaU deliver up the brother 
to death, and the father the child: and the 
children shall rise up against their parents, 
and cause them to be put to death. And ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake : 
but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. But when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another: for verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come. 

The disciple is not above his master, nor 
the servant above his lord. It is enough for 
the disciple that he be as his master, and the 
servant as his lord. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more shall they call them of his house- 
hold? Fear them not therefore: for there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 
and hid, that shall not be known. What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: 
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 
upon the housetops. And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kiE 
the soul: but rather fear him which is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and 
one of them shall not fall on the groimd 
without your Father. But the very hairs of 
your head are all nximbered. Fear ye not 
therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows. Whosoever therefore shall confess 
me before men, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I 
also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven. Think not tliat I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword. For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law. And a man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household. He 
that loveth father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not Ms cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 
that iindeth his life shall lose it: and he that 
losetli Ms life for my sake shall find it. 

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
He that receiveth a prophet in tlie name of a 





prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and 
he that receiveth a righteous man in the name 
of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward. And whosoever shall give to 
drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple. 


ST. MATTHEW II, 31 

verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise 
lose his reward. 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made 
an end of commanding his twelve disciples, 
he departed thence to teach and to preach 
in their cities. 


WHO JESUS WAS 


SL Matthew 11, 2-13, 53 

We are in the position to know more than these people about the person of Jesus ^ hut 
do we know as much ? Are we^ in fact^ as seriously interested in knowing who He is as 
they were? We study His teachings we discuss His miracles; but these are secondary 
matters compared with the knowledge of Jesus Himself and whether or not He is the 
Christ, In the following chapters this is the pressing question. Evidently there was 
something very extraordinary and^ by human means ^ unexplainable about Him. He 
was among men^ like them^ yet different^ alone and unrivalled. With the knowledge 
we have since gained^ we feel there can be only one answer to thequestion^ Who is Jesus? 
He is the Christ, As we read the narrative^ in the light of the events that followed 
later y Jesus seems y in some of the verses y to be giving this answer Himself. Who but Hcy 
the Son of the Father and the Beloved Servant of the Most Highy as Isaiah called the 
Messiahy could answer it? 


John the Baptisfs Question 

NOW when John had heard in the prison 
the works of Christ, he sent two of his dis- 
ciples, and said xmto him. Art thou he that 
should come,^ or do we look for another? 
Jesus answered and said imto them. Go and 
shew John again those things which ye do 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be 
offended in me. 

Jesus and John 

And as they departed, Jesus began to say 
unto the multitudes concerning John, What 
went ye out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken with the wind? But what went 
ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 
raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings’ houses. But what went ye out 
for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, 
and more than a prophet. For this is he, of 
whom it is written. 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face. 

Which shah prepare thy way before thee. 


Verily I say xmto you, Among them that are 
born of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force. For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. And if ye will receive 
it, this is Elias, which was for to come. He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear. But 
whereunto shall I liken this generation? It 
is Hke unto children sitting in the markets, 
and calling unto their fellows, and saying, 
We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented. For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say. He hath 
a devil. The Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say. Behold a man glutton- 
ous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her 
children. 

The Blindness of Men 

Then began he to upbraid the cities where- 
in most of his mighty works were done, 
because they repented not: Woe unto thee. 


^ John was looking for One who would execute judgement. Christ reminds him, by pointing to deeds that 
fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah 35, 5, 6, and 61, i,that the promised Messiah would be of a different character. 
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Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if 
the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes. But I say unto you. It shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgment, than for you. And thou, 
Capernaum, which art exalted imto heaven, 
shait be brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, wliich have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto 
you. That it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
for thee. 

The Self -revelation of Jesus 

At that time Jesus answered and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. All things are 
delivered^ unto me of my Father : and no man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
Shan find rest unto your soxxls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light. 

The Lord of the Sabbath 

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day 
through the corn, and his disciples were an 
himgred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, 
and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto him. Behold, thy disciples do 
that which Is not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath day. But he said unto them. Have 
ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungred, and they that were with him; how 
lie entered into the house of God, and did 
eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for 
him to ear, neither for them which were 
with him, but only for the priests? Or have 
ye not read in the law, how that on the 
sabbatli days the priests in the temple profane 
the sabbatli, and are blameless? But I say 


unto you. That in this place is one greater 
than the temple. But if ye had known what 
this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even 
of the sabbath day. 

And when he was departed thence, he 
went into their synagogue: and, behold, there 
was a man which had his hand withered. And 
they asked him, saying. Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath days? that they might accuse 
him. And he said unto them. What man 
shall there be among you, that shall have 
one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the 
sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and 
lift it out? How much then is a man better 
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do 
wen on the sabbath days. Then saith he to 
the man. Stretch forth thine hand. And he 
stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, 
nke as the other. Then the Pharisees went 
out, and held a council against iiim, how 
they might destroy him. 


But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew 
himself from thence: and great multitudes 
followed liim, and he healed them all; and 
charged diem that they should not make 
him Imown: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; 
My beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased: 

I will put my spirit upon himi 
And he shall shew judgment to the Gen- 
tiles. 

He shall not strive, nor cry; 

Neitlier shall any man hear liis voice in 
the streets. 

A bruised reed shall he not break. 

And smoking flax shall he not quench. 
Till he send forth judgment uiito victory. 
And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 


Theii was brought unto him one possessed 
with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed 
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb 
both spake and saw. And all the people were 
amazed, and said, Is not this the son of 


Behold My Servant 


Jesus Knew Their Thoughts 


^ Beliind the word Melivered* is the picture of a teacher imparting knowledge to a pupil. Jesus has received 
Plis revelation from Godj His Father. It is the laiowledge of God as the Father; and no one can receive this 
knowledge except from Chrisn the Son of the Father. 
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THEIR CHARACTER, OUTLOOK, AND SPIRIT 


ST. MATTHTW 


CHAPTERS 13, $4—20, 34 


The great moment has come. One man has recognized Jesus as the Christ. The nezo 
society of God's People has now been born, and the purpose of God is about to be 
fulfilled. What God wants, and from the beginning of creation has been seeking, is a 
Holy People, people with the right spirit, the right quality of soul. And this is what 
Christ, the Messiah, has come to procure, to purchase, if needs be with His blood, and 
to present, perfected by His spirit, unto God. Through our study of the Old Testament 
we have followed the unfolding of this divine revelation. With the centuries of history 
spread before us, we have watched the Architect of human destiny leading mankind, 
through the progressive development of one race, to the realization that His primary 
purpose is not the creation of a Holy Land, a Holy City, a Holy Church, or a Holy 
Culture — these will come later — hut the creation of a Holy People; a people who will 
be His People, as He will be their God. To this end was Christ born: and from the 
sinful races of the world will He gather, redeem, and re-create the men and women that 
will form this company. They will be like a new race, different in character, outlook, 
and spirit from any other race. They will inherit the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of 
spiritual resources and heavenly treasure that has been prepared for them; that waits 
to be invaded, possessed, and brought into service for the fulfilment of the gracious and 
everlasting purposes of God to all mankind. Throughout the earth they will be known 
as the Companions of Christ, who is God’s vicegerent of this Kingdom; and in their 
lives they will bear His symbol, the sign-manual of the Cross-bearers. 


THE MISSION OF JESUS 

MND when he was come into his own 
j'\ country, he taught them in their 
synagogue, insomuch that they 
jL were astonished, and said. Whence 
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works ? Is not tliis the carpenter’s son ? is not 
his mother called Mary? and his brethren, 
James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 
And his sisters, are they not aU with us? 
Whence then hath this man all these tilings? 
And they were offended in him.' But Jesus 
said unto them, A prophet is not without 
honour, save in his own country, and in his 


St. Matthew 13, $4 — 16, 28 

own house. And he did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelief. 


The Last of the Prophets 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of 
the fame of Jesus, and said unto his servants. 
This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the 
dead; and therefore mighty works do shew 
forth themselves in him. 

For Herod had laid hold on John, and 
bound hiih, and put him in prison for Hero- 
dias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife. For 


* If this refers to the same occasion as that given in Luke 4, 16-30, we have a dramatic picture of this 
decisive moment in the life of Jesus. He had returned to Nazareth to proclaim the beginning of the Messianic 
era His own people should be the first to hear it. So in their synagogue on the sabbath day, after reading to 
them the Messianic promise given by Isaiah 61, i, 2, He declared ‘This day is this scripture fulfiUed in your 
ears’ He was rejected, driven out of the synagogue, and out of the city. His life was threatened.by the rulers 
of the synagogue, and, judging from tire news of John, it might also be in danger from the political rulers. 
There was no time to be lost. The old order was hopeless, and with the death of John, the last of the prophets, 

itended. He must begin the new order; but it tiiust begin oh new lines, and follow a new method. 
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John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee 
to have her. And when he would have put 
him to death, he feared the multitude, because 
they counted him as a prophet. But when 
Herod’s birthday was kept, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before them, and pleased 
Herod. Whereupon he promised with an 
oath to give her whatsoever she would ask. 
And she, being before instructed of her 
mother, said. Give me here John Baptist’s 
head in a charger. And the king was sorry; 
nevertheless for the oath’s sake, and them 
which sat with him at meat, he commanded it 
to be given her. And he sent, and beheaded 
John in the prison. And his head was brought 
in a charger, and given to the damsel: and 
she brought it to her mother. And his 
disciples came, and took up the body, and 
buried it, and went and told Jesus. 

Crowds follow Him 

When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence 
by ship into a desert place apart: and when 
the people had heard thereof, they followed 
him on foot out of the cities. And Jesus 
went forth, and saw a great multitude, and 
was moved with compassion toward them, 
and he healed their sick. And when it was 
evening, his disciples came to him, saying. 
This is a desert place, and the time is now 
pasti send the multitude away, that they 
may go into the villages, and buy them- 
selves victuals. But Jesus said unto them. 
They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him. We have here but 
five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring 
them hither to me. And he commanded 
the multitude to sit down on the grass, and 
took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, 
and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. And they did ail 
eat, and were filled; and they took up of the 
fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 
And they that had eaten were about five 
thousand men, beside women and children. 

The Shipps Crew Worship Him 

And straightway Jesus constrained his 
disciples to get into a ship, and to go before 
him unto the other side, while he sent the 
multitudes away. And when he had sent the 
multitudes away, he went up Into a mountain 
apart to pray : and when the evening was 


come, he was there alone. But the ship was 
now in the midst of the sea, tossed with 
waves: for the wind was contrary. And in 
the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 
unto them, walking on the sea. And when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and 
they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus 
spake unto them, saying. Be of good cheer; 
it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered 
him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me 
come unto thee on the water. And he said. 
Come. And when Peter was come down out 
of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus. But when he saw tlie wind boisterous, 
he was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying. Lord, save me. And immediately 
Jesus stretched forth liis hand, and caught 
him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And 
when they were come into the ship, the 
wind ceased. Then they that were in the 
ship came and worshipped him, saying. Of 
a truth thou art the Son of God. 

He Helps the Helpless 

And when they were gone over, they came 
into the land of Gennesaret. And when the 
men of that place had knowledge of him, 
they sent out into all that country round 
about, and brought unto him ail that were 
diseased; and besought him that they might 
only touch the hem of his garment; and as 
many as touched were made perfectly whole. 

He Answers His Critics 

Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, 
which were of Jerusalem, saying. Why do 
thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? for they wash not their hands when 
they eat bread. But he answered and said 
unto them. Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? 
For God commanded, saying. Honour thy 
father and mother: and. He that curseth 
father or mother, let Mm die the death. But 
ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or 
his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me ; and honour not 
his father or his mother, he shall be free. 
Thus have ye made the commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition. Ye 
hypocrites, well did Bsaias prophesy of you, 
saying, 







Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it mto thecj but my Father v^hich is 
in heaven. And I say also unto thee. That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Then charged he his disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ.^ 

The Cross — The Master Key 

From that time forth began Jesus to shew 
unto his disciples, how that he must go xmto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third day. 
Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke 


ST. MATTHEW 17, 7 

him, saying. Be it far from thee, Lord: this 
shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and 
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men. Then said Jesus unto 
his disciples. If any man will come after me^ 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, ^ 
and follow me. For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake shall find it. For what is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul ? For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, There be some stand- 
ing here, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
dom. 


THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS 


St, Matthew 17 , 1-13 


The Companions of Christy the people who form the new Israel of God^ have no easy 
task before them. Life:, as these chapters show will bring them many occasions for 
fortitude and self-denial. But there will be times when they will have other 
experiences. For Christ leads His people:, as He led Peter, James, and John, into 
experiences that are unknown apart from Him. Every Christian knows them— moments 
of spiritual exaltation, of vision and communion, when he feels he is enveloped by a 
cloud of glory, and in touch with realities eternal and divine. In considering the people 
of God, let us give full weight to these spiritual experiences, for they are a distinC'^ 
live and a priceless possession, and one that Christ has made possible to ordinary human 
beings. No wonder that men who, in His company, have found them, want to worship 
Him. He, and His Messiahship, too, are transfigured by them. 


AND after six days Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John his brother, and bringeth 
them up into an high mountain apart^, and was 
transfigured before them: and his face did 
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 
as the light. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 
Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, 
Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou 


wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them: and behold a 
voice out of the cloud, which said. This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; 
hear ye him. And when the disciples heard 
it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid . 
And Jesus came and touched them, and said, 


^ There are many answers to the question. Why did Jesus wish, at this stage, to keep secret the fact of His 
Messiahship? Wethink it was because the current view of the Messiah was not His view, and in His judgement 
of the course of events the time had not yet arrived for a public announcement beyond that He had made 
at Nazareth. When it had to be made it would be at Jerusalem, and in a way that would leave no doubt about 
the nature of His Messiahship. 

® The man who would belong to My company, says Christ — if we may give His words their simplest mean- 
ing-must be large-hearted (not thinking of himself ) and stout-hearted (not daunted by dMculties). He must 
put his hean into it, and put his life into it, too, even unto the death. 


975 



ST. MATTHEW 17, 7 

^ise, and be not afraid. And when they nothing shall be impossible tmto you. How-- 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, beit this kind goeth not out but bv oraver 
save Jesus only. and fasting. 


A Leading Question 

And as they came down from the moun- 
ts, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no man, until the Son of man be 
risen again from the dead. And his dis- 
ciples asked him, saying, Why then say the 
scribes that Elias must first come? And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias 
truly shall first come, and restore all things. 
But I say unto you. That Elias is come 
already, and they knew him not, but have 
done unto him whatsoever they listed. Like- 
wise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 
Then the disciples understood that he spake 
unto them of John the Baptist. 

THE NEW SPIRIT St Matt 17, i 4 _I 8 , 35 

The incidents that follow are such as would 
encourage the faith of Ehs followers and teach 
them the spirit they should cultivate as mem- 
hers of His company. They must not need- 
lessly cause offence over trifles^ nor consider 
themselves above helping little children. They 
must exercise rigorous self-discipline upon 
themselves in order to preserve a healthy per- 
sonality ^ and be generous and merciful in their 
judgement of others. Such qualities go far to- 
wards producing unity among companions and 
cementing them together. 

And when they were come to the multi- 
tude, there came to him a certain man, kneel- 
ing down to him, and saying. Lord, have 
mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and 
sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the 
fire, and oft into the water. And I brought 
him to thy disciples, and they could not 
cure him. Then Jesus answered and said, 

O faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall 
suffer you? bring him hither to me. And 
Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed 
out of Mm: and the child was cured from 
that very hour. 

Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, 
said, Why could not we cast him out? ; 
Jesus said unto them. Because of your ^ 
unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye ’ 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 1 

say unto this mountain. Remove hence i 

to yonder place; and it shall remove; and j 


The Great Example 

And wMle they abode in Galilee, Jesus said 
mto them. The Son of man shall be betrayed 
into the hands of men: and they shall kill 
him, and the third day he shall be raised 
again. And they were exceeding sorry. 

Fulfil Social Obligations 

And when they were come to Capernaum, 
they that received tribute money came to 
Peter, and said. Doth not your master pay 
tribute? He saith, Yes, Aid when he was 
come into the house, Jesus prevented him, 
saying. What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom 
do the kings of the earth take custom or 
tribute ? of their own children, or of stranger s ? 
Peter saith unto him. Of strangers. Jesus 
saith unto him. Then are the children free. 
Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, 
go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take 
up the fish that first cometh up; and when 
thou hast opened his mouth, thou shaft find 
a piece of money: that take, and give unto 
them for me and thee. 


Be Humble and Harmless 

At the same time came the disciples unto 
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little 
child unto him, and set him in the midst of 
them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted, and become as Httle chil- 
dren, ye shaH not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever therefore shaU humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall 
receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea. 

Woe unto the world because of offences! 
for it must needs be that offences come; but 
woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! 
Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: 
It is better for thee to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or 



two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And 
if thine eye offend thee^ plnck it out, and 
cast it from thee : it is better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire. Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you. That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven. For the Son of man is 
come to save that wliich was lost. How 
think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not 
leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the 
mountains, and seeketh that which is gone 
astray? And if so be that he find it, verily 
I say imto you, he rejoiceth more of that 
sheep, than of the ninety and nine which 
went not astray. Even so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

Be Brotherly 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established. 
And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto tile church: but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican. Verily I say 
unto you. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. Again I say unto you. That if two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

And Compassionate 

Then came Peter to him, and said. Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus 
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times : but. Until seventy times seven. 
Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would take account 
of his servants. And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought Unto him, which 
owed him ten thousand talents. But foras- 
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much as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. The servant therefore fell down, 
and worshipped him, saying. Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
Then the lord of that servant was moved 
with compassion, and loosed him, and for- 
gave him the debt. But the same servant went 
out, and found one of his fellow servants, 
which owed him an himdred pence: and 
he laid hands on him, and took him by 
the throat, saying. Pay me that thou owest. 
And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, 
and besought him, saying. Have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all. And he 
would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. So when 
his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told imto 
their lord all that was done. Then his lord, 
after that he had called him, said unto him, 
O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, because thou desiredst me: shouldest 
not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
And his lord was wroth, and delivered him 
to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses. 

OLD STANDARDS St Matt, 19, i— 20 , 34 

The following cases bring to light the differences 
between Chris fs standards of character and 
outlooki and those which are current in various 
spheres of life. The first three are within the 
religious sphere:^ and reflect the accepted Jewish 
teaching regarding the status of married 
women^ celibates:^ and children. The other 
cases illustrate the social^ economic^ and domes-* 
tic standards that are to he found in most 
countries^ evett to-day . Such standards^ it will 
he observed^ have the reverse effect of those 
given in the preceding section. They tend to 
destroy the unity of society* 

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had 
finished these sayings, he departed from 
Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea 
beyond Jordan, and great multitudes fol- 
lowed him; and he healed them there. 

The Pharisees also came unto him, tempt- 
ing him, and saying imto him, Is it lawful 
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IT WAS FOR US THE PRINCE OF GLORY DIED 


ST. MATTHEW CHAPTERS 21. i— 28, 20 

It is rather with offerings of love and worship, with confessions, prayers, and solemn 
vows of dedication, that we would gather round the Cross of our Lord than with words 
that would presume to explain the profound mystery. We may, however, and should, 
add our witness to the faith of many, that the Cross is, and has been proved by history 
and experience to be, the power of God unto salvation. Herein our Lord is glorified, 
the souls of His people are renewed, and a way has been opened for men to have lasting 
fellowship with God. 

As we turn, for a moment, to the events of the Passion Week, it will help us to see their 
stupendous importance— vdthout entering into theological statements— if we give a 
thought to the issue that was being fought out, and consider what would have happened 
to the destiny of mankind if the result had been different. Those who crucified Jesus 
scoffed at His claims, and declared His teaching was false. They intended to put an 
end to Him, and all He had taught concerning God, man, and eternal life. The society 
He had begun to form would, with His death, be destroyed. Had they succeeded, it 
would have meant that God was not, as Christ had said, our loving Father ^ that man was 
not a spiritual being made for fellowship with God, with an eternal and glorious destiny 
beyond the grave. But God in the Cross and Resurrection gave His answer to these 
questions, so that we might know that Chrisfs words are true, and our destiny safe in 
His hands. Later, as men thought more about the Cross, they began to feel there was 
more here than they had at first realized. They recognized in their Lord^s death a 
likemss^ to the sacrifices of old, but in its glory, and in its power to meet their spiritual 
needs, infinitely surpassing them. 


THE PASSION WEEK 

^ND when they drew nigh unto Jeru- 
salem, and were come to Bethphage, 
unto the mount of Olives, then sent 
» Jesus two disciples, saying unto 
them. Go into tlie village over against you, 
and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her: loose them, and bring 
them unto me. And if anv man nno-'Fif- 
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the colt, and put on them their clothes, and 
they set him thereon. And a very great 
multimde spread their garments in the way^ 
others cut down branches from the trees, 
and strawed them in the way. And the multi- 
tudes that went before, and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: 









the highways^ and gathered together all as 
many as they found, both bad and good: 
and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
And when the king came in to see the guests, 
he saw there a man which had not on a wed- 
ding garment: and he saith unto him. Friend, 
how earnest thou in hither not having a 
wedding garment? And he was speechless. 
Then said the king to the servants, Bind him 
hand and foot, and take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness ; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many 
are called, but few are chosen. 

Their Wicked Plot 

Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel 
how they might entangle him in his talk. 
And they sent out unto him their disciples 
with the Herodians, saying. Master, we know 
that thou art true, and teachest the way of 
God in truth, neither carest thou for any 
man: for thou regardest not the person of 
men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Csesar, or not? 
But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and 
said. Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ? Shew 
me the tribute money. And they brought 
unto him a penny. And he saith unto them. 
Whose is this image and superscription? 
They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he 
unto them, Render therefore unto Gsesar 
the things which are Cesar’s ; and unto God 
the things that are God’s. When they had 
heard these words, they marvelled, and left 
him, and went their way. 

Their Foolish Ignorance 

The same day came to him the Sadducees, 
which say that there is no resurrection, and 
asked him, saying. Master, Moses said. If a 
man die, having no children, his brother 
shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto 
his brother. Now there were with us seven 
brethren: and the first, when he had married 
a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left 
his wife unto his brother : likewise the second 
also, and the third, unto the seventh. And 
last of all the woman died also . Therefore in 
the resurrection whose wife shallshe be of the 
seven? for they all had her. Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power of God: For 
in the resurrection they neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
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of God in heaven. But as touching the resur- 
rection of the dead, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living. And 
when the multitude heard this, they were 
astonished at his doctrine. 


Their Technical Discussions 

But when the Pharisees had heard that 
he had put the Sadducees to silence, they 
were gathered together. Then one of them, 
which was a lawyer, asked him a question, 
tempting him, and saying. Master, which is 
the great commandment in the law? Jesus 
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with aU thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. 

While the Pharisees were gathered to- 
gether, Jesus asked them, saying. What think 
ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto 
him. The son. of David. He saith unto them. 
How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand. 

Till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
If David then call him Lord, how is he his 
son? And no man was able to answer him a 
word, neither durst any man from that day 
forth ask him any more questions. 

A Word to the People 

Then spake Jesus to the midtitude, and to 
his disciples, saying, The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do; but do not ye after their works : for 
they say, and do not. For they bind heavy 
burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 
them on men’s shoulders; but they them- 
selves will not move them with one of their 
fingers. But all their works they do for to be 
seen of men: they make broad their phylac- 
teries, and enlarge the borders of their gar- 
ments, and love the uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 
and greetings in the markets, and to be called 
of men. Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called 
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Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christy 
and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
your father upon the earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye 
called masters : for one is your Master, even 
Christ. But he that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; and he that 
shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

An Age of Evil 

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites I for ye devour widows* 
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: 
therefore ye shall receive the greater damna- 
tion. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make 
him twofold more the child of hell than 
yourselves. 

Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say. 
Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the 
gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools 
and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, 
or the temple that sanctifieth the gold ? And, 
Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is 
nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift 
that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and 
blind : for whether is greater, the gift, or the 
altar that sanctihcth the gift? Whoso there- 
fore shall sweat by the altar, sweareth by it, 
and by all things thereon. And whoso shaU 
swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall 
swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of 
God, and by iiim that sitteth thereon. 

^^55^oe unto vou sc]*ibes and 


not to leave the other undone Ye 
guides, which strain at a gnat, and s^ 



the cup and platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye are Hke unto whited sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead men’s bones, and of 
ail imcleanness. Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but within ye 
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of 
the prophets, and garnish the sepulclires of 
the righteous, and say, If we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the children 
of them which killed the prophets. Fill 
ye up then the measure of your fathers. 
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell ? Where- 
fore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and 
wise men, and scribes: and some of them 
ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them 
shaE ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: that upon 
you may come aU the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple 
and the altar. Verily I say unto you. All 
these things shaU come upon this genera- 
tion. 

A Lament for Jerusalem 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kiilest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gatheretihi her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, 


Evil Days for the Tempi 
the temple: and liis discii 
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fields the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. Two women shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and the otlier 
left* Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house had 
known in what watch, the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered liis house to be broken 
up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
Cometh. 

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when 
he Cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say 
unto you. That he shall make him ruler over 
all liis goods. But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth Ms 
coming; and shall begin to smite Ms fellow- 
servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken; the lord of that servant shall come 
m a day when he looketh not for Mm, and 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall 
cut him asunder, and appoint him Ms portion 
with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 


The Ten Virgins 

Then shall the Idngdom of heaven be 
hkened unto ten virgins, wMch took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom. And five of them were wise, and five 
were foolish. They that were fooHsh took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them : but 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
tops. While the bridegroom tarried, they 
aU slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made. Behold, the bride- 
^oom Cometh,- go ye out to meet him. Then 
aU those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise. 


day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. 

Parable of the Talents 

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man 
travelling into a far country, who called his 
own servants, and delivered unto them liis 
goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another oncj to every 
man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took his journey. Then he that 
had received the five talents went and traded 
with the same, and made them other five 
talents. And likewise he that had received 
two, he also gained other two. But he that 
had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord’s money. After a long- 
time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. And so he that had 
received five talents came and brought other 
five talents, saying. Lord, thou deliveredst 
mto me five talents: behold, I have gained 
beside them five talents more. His lord 
said unto him. Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
thmgs: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
He also that had received two talents ca me 
and said. Lord, thou deliveredst unto me 
two talents : behold, I have gained two other 
talents beside them. His lord said unto 
lum. Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, 

I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then 
he wluch had received the one talent came 
and said. Lord, I knew thee that thou art 
an hard man, reaping where thou hast not 
sown, and gathering where thou hast not 
sttawed: and I was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast 
that IS thine. His lord answered and said 
mito lum. Thou wicked and slothful servant, 
tnou taewest that I rein T * i . 




The Lord^s Judgement 

When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory^ and aU the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and 
before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats : 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then shall the 
King say unto them on his right hand, Gome, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, 
and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me : I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me. Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when saw 


ST. MATTHEW 26, 10 

we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them. Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and iiis 
angels: for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not 
in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and 
in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall 
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or atliirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister unto thee? Then 
shah he answer them, saying. Verily I say 
unto you. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 
And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal. 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 


St Matthew 26, i — 27, 66 


It may help us to understand the moving events of these chapters if we distinguish the 
three points of view that are brought together in the narrative. There is^ first ofa% what 
we might call the outside point of view^ that of the people^ including the disciples. To 
them the Cross was an execution or a tragedy. There is the view of Christ Himself^ the 
inside view. How did He look upon the Cross? As the path of His duty — unavoidablej 
difficulty and painful^ demanding obedience unto death. But notey too— for it is this that 
makes His obedience the perfect offering— the willing y loving spirit of His ohediencey and 
in His sufferings no word of bitterness or hatredy but a prayer for the forgiveness of 
those who caused them. In the third placBy over and above these two views y there is that 
of God, We would not presume even to suggest what that might be. But it is evident y 
from thewords of the Saviour Son ofGody thatyin someway beyond our comprehensiony 
it was part of the Divine PurposCy or brought into that PurposCy for the sake of our 
redemption. It was God'^s remedy for sin. 


AND it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished all these sayings, he said unto his 
disciples. Ye know that after two days is the 
feast of the passover, and the Son of man is 
betrayed to be crucified. Then assembled 
together the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and the elders of the people, unto the palace 
of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
and consulted that they might take Jesus 
by subtilty, and kill him. But they said. 
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
among the people. 


The Anointing 

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the 
house of Simon the leper, there came 
him a woman having an alabaster box 
precious ointment, and poured it on his 
as he sat at meat. But when his disciples saw 
it, they had indignation, saying, To what 
purpose is. this waste? For this ointment 
might have been sold for much, and given to 
the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said 
unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for 
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she hath wrought a good work upon me. For 
ye have the poor always with youj but me ye 
have not always. For in that she hath poured 
tiiis ointment on my body, she did it for my 
burial. Verily I say unto you^ Wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached in the whole 
worlds there shall also this, that this woman 
hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 

The Betrayal 

Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went unto the cliief priests, and said 
unto them. What will ye give me, and I 
will deliver him unto you? And they cove- 
nanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 
And from that time he sought opportunity 
to betray him. 


THE LAST SUPPER Su Matt, 26 , 17-30 

Jesus had kept secret the time and place of 
meetings He zoished this hour with His disciples 
to he undisturbed. The time had come for Him 
to tell them therealmeaning of His approaching 
death and^ before it happened^ to make closer and 
more abiding^ more personal and spiritual the 
bond between Him and them. He would im-- 
part Himself to them that they might live in 
mystical union with Him, 

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying 
tmto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare 
for thee to eat the passover? And he said, 
into the city to such a man, and say unto 
him. The Master saith. My time is at hand^ 
Will keep the passover at thy house with 
my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus 
had appointed them; and they made ready 
the passover. 

Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve. And as they did eat, 
he said. Verily I say unto you, that one of 
you shall betray me. And they were exceed- 
mg sorrowful, and began every one of them 
to say tmto him. Lord, B it I? And he 
answered and said. He that dippeth his hand 
with me in the dish, the same shall betray 
. The Son of man gqeth as it is written 
of him: but woe tmto that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good 
for that man if he had not been born. Then 
Judas, which betrayed him, answered and 


said. Master, is it I? He said unto him. 
Thou hast said. 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all of 
it; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. But I say unto you, I will not driitk 
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom. 

And when they had sung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives. 

Peter^s Denial Foretold 

Then saith Jesus unto them. All ye shall 
be offended because of me this night ; for it is 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
But after I am risen again, I will go before 
you into Galilee. Peter answered and said 
unto him. Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 
Jesus said unto him. Verily I say imto thee. 
That this night, before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him. 
Though I should die with thee, yet will I 
not deny thee. Likewise also said all the 
disciples. 

Gethsemam 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the dis- 
ciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray 
yonder. And he took with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he 
unto them. My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. And he went a littie farther, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth 
them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation : 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. He went away again the second time, 
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if tins 
cup may not pass away from me, except I 
drink it, thy will be done. And he came and 










There came unto Him a woman having an alabaster jar of very precious ointment. 


how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled^ 
that thus it must be ? In that same hour said 
Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as 
against a thief with swords and staves for to 
take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the 
temple, and ye laid no hold .on me. But all 
this was done, that the scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 
disciples forsook him, and fled. 


found them asleep again: for their eyes were 
heavy. And he left them, and went away 
again, and prayed the third time, saying the 
same words. Then cometh he to his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: behold, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: 
behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 


Jesus Before Caiaphas 

And they that had laid hold on Jesus led 
him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where 
the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
But Peter followed him afar off unto the 
high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with 
the servants, to see the end. Now the chief 
priests, and elders, and all the council, sought 
false witness against Jesus, to put him to 
death; but found none: yea, though many 
false witnesses came, yet found they none. 
At the last came two false witnesses, and said. 
This fellow said, I am able to destroy the 
temple of God, and to build it in three days. 
And the high priest arose, and said unto him, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which 
these witness against thee? But Jesus held 
his peace. And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto 


The Arrest 

And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of 
the twelve, came, and with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people. Now he 
that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying. 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: 
hold hitn fast. And forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said. Hail, master; and kissed him. 
And Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore 
art thou come? Then came they, and laid 
hands on Jesus, and took him. And, behold, 
one of them which were with Jesus stretched 
out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck 
a servant of the high priest’s, and smote off 
his ear. Then said Jesus unto him, Put up 
again thy sword into his place: for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
to my Father, and he shall presently give 
me more than twelve legions of angels? But 
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him. Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto 
you. Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the 
high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath 
spoken blasphemy; what further need have 
we of witnesses ? behold, now ye have heard 
his blasphemy. What think ye? They an- 
swered and said. He is guilty of death. Then 
did they spit in his face, and buffeted him ; 
and others smote him with the palms of 
their hands, saying. Prophesy unto us, thou 
Christ, Who is he that smote thee? 

Peter’s Denial 

Now Peter sat without in the palace: and 
a damsel came unto him, saying. Thou also 
wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied 
before them aU, saying, I know not what 
thou sayest. And when he was gone out into 
the porch, another maid saw him, and said 
unto them that were there. This feUow was 
also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he 
denied with an oath, I do not know the man 
And after a while came tmto him they that 
stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also 
art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth 
thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, 
saying, I know not the man. And immedi- 
ately the cock crew. And Peter remembered 
the word of Jesus, which said unto him. 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

Jesus taken to Pilate 

When the morning was come, all the chief 
priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death: and when 
ftey had bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 


treasury, because it is the price of blood. 
And they took counsel, and bought with 
them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 
Wherefore that field was called. The field 
of blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying. And they took the tliirty pieces 
of silver, the price of hhn that was valued, 
whom they of the children of Israel did 
value; and gave them for the potter’s field, 
as the Lord appointed me. 

Jesus Before Pilate 

And Jesus stood before the governor: and 
the governor asked him, saying. Art thou 
the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto 
him. Thou sayest. And when he was accused 
of the chief priests and elders, he answered 
nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, near- 
est thou not how many things they witness 
against thee ? And he answered him to never 
a word; insomuch that the governor mar- 
velled greatly . Now at that feast the governor 
was wont to release unto the people a 
prisoner, whom they would. And they had 
then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 
Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them. Whom will ye that 
I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which 
is called Christ ? For he knew that for envy 
they had delivered him. When he was set 
down on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
unto him, saying. Have thou nothing to do 
wi^ that just man: for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of him. 
But the chief priests and elders persuaded 
the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, 
and destroy Jesus. The governor answered 
and said unto them. Whether of the twain 
will ye that I release unto you? They said, 
Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them. What shaU 
I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? 
TTlicy ciU Si^y unto liim Let 1 * I ”* 


THEN SAID THE CENTURION, TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD 
Every man, when he stands h^ore this Cross, mustformhis ownjudgementofwhathas 
happened there, or, more particularly, say what name and place in his thought and life 
he will give to Him who hung and suffered there. 

. him, and took the reed, and smote him on 

The Crown of Thorns the head. And after that they had mocked 

Then the soldiers of the governor took him, they took the robe off from him, and 
Jesus into the common hall, and gathered put his own raiment on him, and led Mm 
unto him the whole band of soldiers. And away to crucify Mm. 
they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet 

robe. And when they had platted a crown The Crucifixion - 

of thorns, they put it upon Ms head, and a ' ,, , 

reed in Ms right hand: and they bowed the And as they came out^ they found a man 
knee before him, and mocked him, saying, of Gyrene, Simon by name: Mm they am- 
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon polled to bear his cross. And when they 
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were come unto a place called Golgotha, that 
is to say, a place of a skull, they gave him 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall : and when 
he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 
And they crucified him, and parted his gar- 
ments, casting lots: that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the prophet. 
They parted my garments among them, and 
upon my vesture did they cast lots. And 
sitting down they watched him therej and 
set up over his head his accusation written, 
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. Then were there two thieves cruci- 
fied with him, one on the right hand, and 
another on the left. And they that passed by 
reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying. 
Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross. 
L&ewise also the chief priests mocking him_, 
with the scribes and elders, said. He saved 
others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down from 
the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted 
in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 
The thieves alsoa wliich were crucified with 
him, cast the same in his teetli. 

At the Foot of the Cross 

Now from die sixth hour there was dark- 
ness over aU the land unto the ninth hour. 
And about the ninth hotu: Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
mat IS to say. My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?' Some of them that stood 
there, when they heard that, said, This man 
c^eth for EUas. And straightway one of 
them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it 
TOth vmegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
him to dr^. The rest said. Let be, let us see 
whether Ehas will come to save him. Jesus, 
vvhen he had cried again with a loud voice. 


Hiid tfic rocks rcntj and tlic graves were 
opened^ and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arosCj, and came out of the graves after 
his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many. Now when the 
centurion, and they that were with him, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and 
those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying. Truly this was the Son of 
God. And many women were there behold- 
ing afar off, wMch followed Jesus from 
Galilee, mimstering unto him : among which 
was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebe- 
dee’s children. 

TJie Burial of Jesus 

When the even. was come, there came a 
rich man of Arimathsa, named Joseph, who 
also himself was Jesus’ disciple: he went to 
Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 
And when Joseph had taken the body, he 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it 
m his own new tomb, which he had hewn 
out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone 
to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 
And there was Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. 


The Sepulchre Sealed 

_Now the next day, that followed the day 
of the preparation, the cliief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, 
that that deceiver said, 
while he was yet aUve, After three days I wiU 
rise again. Command therefore that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third day 
lest his disciples come by night, and steal 
lum away, and say unto the people. He is 
risen from the dead: so the last error shall 
be worse than the first. Pilate said unto 
them, xe n^ve a watch: voiir mcit 



ST. MARK 

TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Are we fully awake to the fact that Christianity is a living movement a body of living 
men and women:, warm m fellowship andfriendliness^ keenly interested in the pursuit of 
a glorious purpose:, and enjoying experiences that are incomparable with anything the 
pleasures of the world have to offer? Or does this describe the Christianity of a bygone 
age? It ought not tO:,for this is its essential character, God^s people are^ or should be:, 
in spite of whatever life brings:, God's family on earth:, united in championing His Cause^ 
and brightening the lives of men with the joys of heaven. But just at the moment when 
the world needs a movement of this character:, Christianity as a movement seems to 
have lost something of its vitality and pace ^ and given a chance to movements of a very 
different character to make headway. There is now much ground to be recovered and 
no time to be lost, Christianity is the only movement that can save the world:, but only 
if it has the spirit of Christ within iU every member thrilled with the purpose of 
Christ, Unfortunately we have:, without realizing % grown into the belief that Chris- 
tianity is an achievement rather than a movement; something Christ did for us^ 
once and for alt a long time ago; and that it only remains for us to accept and believe 
it. There is a sense in which this is true. He made^ for our salvation:, the one perfect 
and sufficient sacrifice:, that no other could make^ and that can never be repeated. But 
in His death His living spirit was liberated for living contact with living men. And in 
that hour new hope was horn for mankind:^ a new era was begun:, ond with Him at its 
head:, a new movement was launched:, a glorious movement that we have the opportunity 
of joining. 

THE NEW LEADER StMarkl, 1^13 

beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
1 Christy the Son of God; as it is 
I written in the prophets^ 

Behold> I send my messenger before 
thy face^ 

Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness^ 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. And there went out unto 
him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jeru- 
salem, and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. And 
John was clothed with cameFs hair, and with 
a girdle of a skin about his loins ; and he did 
eat locusts and wild honey; and preached, 
saying. There cometh one mightier than I 


after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

The Baptism and Temptation 

And it came to pass in those days, that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John In Jordan. And straight- 
way coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him: and there came a 
voice from heaven, saying. Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

And immediately the Spirit driveth him 
into the wilderness. And he was there in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; 
and was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered unto him. 








THE V O I C E O F T H E P E O PL E 

WE MUST OURSELVES KNOW MORE OF JESUS 

ST. MARK CHAPTERS 1 , 14—6, 56 

We cannot go through this gospel without meeting crowds, and soon becoming part of 
them. For they are just like the crowds that one might come across anywhere, any time — 
made up of the ordinary men and women who belong to the common stock of humanity . 
But we are nearer to people of this kind than we are to the apostles. We would hesitate 
to join ourselves to the close friends of Jesus. We have not reached that stage of interest 
or disciplesMp. But we feel we have much in common with those who want to know 
more about Jesus, who want to see Him for themselves, and hear with their own ears 
the words that fall from His lips. Our knowledge is vague and fragmentary. What we 
want is personal, first-hand knowledge of the Living Lord of Man. 


HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS 
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“"OW after that John was put in 
prisonj Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God, and saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the Idngdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

Brothers become Disciples 

Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and Andrew his brother cast- 
ing a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
And Jesus said imto them. Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men. And straightway they forsook their 
nets, and followed him. And when he had 
gone a little further thence, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
who also were in the ship mending their nets. 
And straightway he called them; and they 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the 
hired servants, and went after him. 

Astonished People 

And they went into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue, and taught. And they 
were astonished at his doctrine : for he taught 
them as one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. And there was in their syna- 
gogue a man with an unclean spirit ; and he 
cried out, saying, Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art, the Holy One of God. And 
Jesus rebuked him, saying. Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. And when the unclean 
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spirit had tom him, and cried with a loud 
voice, he came out of him. And they were 
all amazed, insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, What thing is 
this? what new doctrine is this? for with 
authority commandeth he even the unclean 
spirits, and they do obey him. And imme- 
diately his fame spread abroad throughout 
all the region round about Galilee, 

A Mother Healed 

And forthwith, when they were come out 
of the synagogue, they entered into the house 
of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 
But Simon’s wife’s motlier lay sick of a fever, 
and anon they tell him of her. And he came 
and took her by the hand, and lifted her 
up; and immediately the fever left her, and 
she ministered unto them. 

A Crowd at the Door 

And at even, when the sun did set, they 
brought unto him all that were diseased, and 
them that were possessed with devils. And 
all the city was gathered together at the door. 
And he healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases, and cast out many devils; and suf- 
fered not the devils to speak, because they 
knew him. 

All Men seek Jesus 

And in the morning, rising up a great 
while before day, he went out, and departed 
into a solitary place, and there prayed. And 
Simon and they that were with him followed 
after him. And when they had found him. 


ST. MARK h 37 

they said tmto Mm, Ail men seek for thee. 
And he said unto them. Let us go into the 
next towns, that I may preach there also: 
for therefore came I forth. And he preached 
in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, 
and cast out devils. 

People from every Quarter 

And there came a leper to him, beseeching 
him, and kneeling down to him, and saying 
unto him. If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, 
put forth his hand,* and touched him, and 
saith xmto him, I will; be thou clean. And 
as soon as he had spoken, immediately tiie 
leprosy departed from Mm, and he was 
cleansed. And he straitly charged him, and 
forthwith sent him away; and saith unto 
Mm, See thou say nothing to any man: but 
go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer for diy cleansing those tMngs wMch 
Moses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. But he went out, and began to pub- 
lish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, 
insomuch that Jesus could no more openly 
enter into the city, but was without in desert 
places: and they came to him from every 
quarter. 


And again he entered into Capernaum, 
after some days, and it was noised that he 
was in the house. And straightway many 
were gathered together, insomuch that there 
was no room to receive them, no, not so 
much as about the door: and he preached 
the word tmto them. And they come unto 
Mm^ bringing one sick of the palsy, wMch 
was borne of four. And when they could 
not come nigh imto Mm for the press, they 
uncovered the roof where he was : and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick 
of the palsy. Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 
But there were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why 
doth tMs man thus speak blasphemies? who 
can forgive sins but God only? And imme- 
diately when Jesus perceived in Ms spirit 
that they so reasoned witMn themselves, he 


said unto them. Why reason ye these tMngs 
in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say 
to the sick of the palsy. Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and walk? But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hatli power on earth to forgive 
sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into tMne house. And imme- 
diately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
forth before them all; insomuch that they 
were ail amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
We never saw it on tMs fasMon. 

Publicans and Sinners 

And he went forth again by the sea side; 
and all the multitude resorted unto him, and 
he taught them. And as he passed by, he 
saw Levi the son of Alphseus sitting at the 
receipt of custom,^ and said unto Mm, Follow 
me. And he arose and followed Mm. 

And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at 
meat in Ms house, many publicans and sin- 
ners sat also together witli Jesus and Ms 
disciples; for tiiere were many, and they 
followed Mm. And when the scribes and 
Pharisees saw Mm eat with publicans and 
sinners, they said unto Ms disciples. How 
is it that he eateth and drinketh with publi- 
cans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he 
saith tmto them. They that are whole have 
no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 

Perplexed People 

And the disciples of John and of die 
Pharisees used to fast: and they come and 
say unto him,^ Why do the disciples of John 
and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples 
fast not? And Jesus said unto them, Gan 
the cMldren of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is witli them? as long as they 
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 
fast. But the days will come, when the bride- 
groom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days. No man 
also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old 
garment: else the new piece that ftlled itup 
taketh away from the old, and the rent is 
made worse. And no man putteth new wine 
into old bottles: else the new wine doth 


Crowded Streets 


* Compare tWs hand, reaching out to touch and heal a man afflicted with a loathsome disease, with the 
withered hand on the opposite page, fo. 2. 

^ The fact is mentioned because the tax-gatherers were reputed to be hard men, not given to changing their 
minds or lives. ^ it is a common fault, thinking that people who differ from us must be wrong. 
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We will be there^ too^ say the Colonials^ for we also would know Him. 


burst the bottles^ and the wine is spilled, hand. Stand forth. And he saith unto 
and the bottles will be marred : but new wine Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, 

must be put into new bottles. or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But 

c peace. And when he had 

Sabbath Day Scenes looked round about on them with anger. 

And it came to pass, that he went through being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, 

the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his he saith tmto the man. Stretch forth thine 

disciples began, as they went, to pluck the hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand 

ears of corn. And the Pharisees said imto was restored whole as the other. And the 

him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath Pharisees went forth, and straightway took 

day that which is not lawful? And he said counsel with the Herodians against him, how 

unto them, Have ye never read what David they might destroy him. 

did, when he had need, and was an hungred, jur i j i 

he, and they that were with him? How he Multitudes by the Sea 

went into the house of God in the days of But Jesus withdrew himself with his dis- 

Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the ciples to the sea : and a great multitude from 

shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but Galilee followed him, and from Judaea, and 

for the priests, and gave also to them which from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from 

were with him? And he said unto them, beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and 

The sabbath was made for man, and not Sidon, a great multitude, when they had 

man for the sabbath:^ therefore the Son of heard what great things he did, came unto 

man is Lord also of the sabbath. him. And he spake to his disciples, that a 

And he entered again into the synagogue; small ship should wait on him because of 

and there was a man there which had a the multitude, lest they should throng him. 

withered hand.^ And they watched him, For he had healed many; insomuch that 

whether he would heal him on the sabbath they pressed upon him for to touch him, as 

day; that they might accuse him. And he many as had plagues. And unclean spirits, 

saith unto the man which had the withered when they saw him, fell down before him, 

* There is, in religion, nothing that is not for man’s benefit. The prohibition of work on the sabbath was not 
a purposeless law. It served to protect helpless people from oppressive masters, and to give men an opportunity 
of discovering their souls and knowing their God. 

^ A withered hand- — that cannot be stretched out to help anyone in charity, in good works, or the defence 
of persecuted people. Its cause in these days is often a withered heart. Its cure is to meet Christ. 
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and cried, saying. Thou art the Son of God. 
And he straitiy charged them that they 
should not make him known. 

The Disciples of Jesus 

And he goeth up into a mountain, and 
calleth unto him whom he would : and they 
came unto him. And he ordained twelve, 
that they should be with him, and that he 
might send them forth to preach, and to 
have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast 
out devils: and Simon he surnamed Peter ; 
and James the son of Zebedee, and John 
the brother of James i and he surnamed them 
Boanerges, which is. The sons of thunder: 
and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the 
son of Alphseus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, wliich also 
betrayed him: and they went into an house. 

His Friends are Alarmed 

And the multitude cometh together again, 
so that they could not so much as eat bread. 
And when his friends heard of it, they went 
out to lay hold on liim : for they said. He is 
beside himself. And the scribes which came 
down from Jerusalem said. He hath Beelze- 
bub, and by the prince of the devils casteth 
he out devils. And he called them imto him, 
and said unto them in parables. How can 
Satan cast out Satan? And if a khigdom 
be divided against itself, that kingdom can- 
not stand. And if a house be divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan 
rise up against himself, and be divided, he 
cannot stand, but hath an end. No man can 
enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil 
his goods, except he will first bind the strong 
man; and then he will spoil his house. Verily 
I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies where- 
with soever they shall blaspheme: but he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hatli never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation: because they said. He 


Who is my mother, or my brethren? And 
he looked round about on them which sat 
about him, and said, Behold my mother and 
my brethren! For whosoever shall do tlie 
will of God, the same is my brother, and my 
sister, and mother. 

Different Types of People 

And he began again to teach by the sea 
side: and there was gathered unto him a 
great multitude, so that he entered into a 
ship, and sat in the sea ; and the whole multi- 
tude was by the sea on the land. And he 
taught them many tilings by parables, and 
said unto them in liis doctrine. Hearken; 
Behold, there went out a sower to sow and 
it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 
the way side, and the fowls of the air came 
and devoured it up. And some fell on stony 
ground, where it had not much earth; and 
immediately it sprang up, because it had no 
depth of eartli : but when the sun was up, it 
was scorched; and because it had no root, 
it withered away. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked 
it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell 
on good grotmd, and did yield fruit tliat 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, 
some thirty, and some sixty, and some an 
himdred. And he said tmto them, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

And when he was alone, they that were 
about him with the twelve asked of him the 
parable. And he said xinto them. Unto you 
it is given to know the mystery of the king- 
dom of God : but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables : that 
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand; 
lest at any time they should be converted, 
and their sins should be forgiven them. And 
he said unto them. Know ye not this parable? 
and how then will ye know all parables ? The 
sower soweth the word. And these are they 
bv tlie V7av sidp* whpT'p thp VfOT'd * 
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they which are sown among thorns 5 such 
as hear the word, and the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruitful. And these are 
they which are sown on good ground ; such 
as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an himdred. 

Listeners Warned 

And he said unto them, Is a candle brought 
to be put under a bushel, or imder a bed? 
and not to be set on a candlestick? For there 
is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; 
neither was any thing kept secret, but that 
it should come abroad. If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear. And he said unto 
them. Take heed what ye hear: with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you ; 


What Manner of Man is This? 

And the same day, when the even was 
come, he saith unto them. Let us pass over 
unto the other side. And when they had 
sent away the multitude, they took him even 
as he was in the ship. And there were also 
with him other little ships. And there arose 
a great storm of wind, and the waves beat 
into the ship, so that it was now full. And 
he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep 
on a pillow; and they awake him, and say 
unto him, Master, carest thou not that we 
perish? And he arose, and rebuked the 
wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. And he said unto them. Why are ye 
so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 
And they feared exceedingly, and said one 
to another. What manner of man is this, that 
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We^ say the children:^ must not miss Him as He passes by. 
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James, and Joses, and of Juda^ and Simon? 
and are not his sisters here with us? And 
they were ojBfended at him. But Jesus said 
unto them, A prophet is not without honour, 
but in his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house. And he could 
there do no mighty work, save that he laid 
his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 
them. And he marvelled because of their 
unbelief. 

And he went round about the villages, 
teaching. 


should repent. And they cast out many 
devils, and anointed with oil many that were 
sick, and healed them. 


Messengers Sent Forth 

And he called unto liim the twelve, and 
began to send them forth by two and two; 
and gave them power over unclean spirits; 
and commanded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey, save a staff only; 
no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse : 
but be shod with sandals; and not put on 
two coats. And he said unto them, In what 
place soever ye enter into an house, there 
abide till ye depart from that place. And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
you, when ye depart thence, shake off the 
dust under your feet for a testimony against 
them. Verily I say unto you. It shall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha 
in the day of judgment, than for that city. 
And they went out, and preached that men 


His Fame Reaches the King 

And king Herod heard of him; (for his 
name was spread abroad:) and he said, That 
John the Baptist was risen from the dead, 
and therefore mighty works do shew forth 
themselves in him. Others said. That it is 
Elias. And others said. That it is a prophet, 
or as one of the prophets. But when Herod 
heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom I 
beheaded: he is risen from the dead. For 
Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold 
upon John, and bound him in prison for 
Herodias^ sake, his brother Philip’s wife: 
for he had married her. For John had said 
unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother's wife. Therefore Herodias had 
a quarrel against him, and would have killed 
him; but she could not : for Herod feared 
John, knowing tliat he was a just man and 
an holy, and observed him; and when he 
heard him, he did many things, and heard 
him gladly. And when a convenient day 
was come, that Herod on his birthday made 
a supper to his lords, high captains, and 
chief estates of Galilee ; and when the daugh- 
ter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, 
and pleased Herod and them that sat with 
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hinij, the king said lanto the damsel^ Ask of 
me whatsoever thou wilt^ and I will give it 
thee. And he sware unto her^ Whatsoever 
thou Shalt ask of me^ I will give it thee^ unto 
the half of my kingdom. And she went forth^ 
and said unto her mother^ What shall I ask? 
And she said^ The head of John the Baptist. 
And she came in straightway witli haste unto 
the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou 
give me by and by in a charger the head of 
John tlie Baptist. And the king was exceed- 
ing^ sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for 
their sakes which sat with him, he would 
not reject her. And immediately the king 
sent an executioner, and commanded his 
head to be brought: and he went and be- 
headed him in the prison, and brought his 
head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel : 
and the damsel gave it to her mother. And 
when his disciples heard of it, they came 
and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

His Compassion for the Multitude 

And the apostles gathered themselves to- 
gether unto Jesus, and told liim all things, 
both what they had done, and what they 
had taught. And he said unto them. Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many coming 
and going, and they had no leisure so much 
as to eat. And they departed into a desert 
place by ship privately. And the people saw 
them departing, and many knew him, and 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and out- 
went them, and came together unto him. 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much 
people, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd: and he began to 
teach them many things. And when the 
day was now far ^ spent, his disciples came 
unto him, and said. This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed: send them 
away, that they may go into the country 
round about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread: for they have nothing to 
eat. He answered and said unto them. Give 
ye them to eat. And they say unto Mm, 
Shall we go and buy two hundred penny- 
worth of bread, and give them to eat? He 
saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? 
go and see. And when they knew, they say, 
Five, and two fishes. And he commanded 


them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass. And they sat down 
in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. And 
when he had taken the five loaves and the 
two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them 
to Ms disciples to set before them; and the 
two fishes divided he among them ail. And 
they did all eat, and were filled. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, 
and of the fishes. And they that did eat of 
the loaves were about five thousand men. 

Cheers the Toilers 

And straightway he constrained Ms dis- 
ciples to get into the sMp, and to go to the 
other side before unto Bethsaida, wMle he 
sent away the people. And when he had 
sent them away, he departed into a mountain 
to pray. And when even was come, the ship 
was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on 
the land. And he saw them toiling in row- 
ing; for the wind was contrary unto them: 
and about the fourth watch of tire night he 
cometh unto them, walldng upon the sea, 
and would have passed by them. But when 
they saw Mm walking upon the sea, they 
supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out : 
for they all saw Mm, and were troubled. 
And immediately he talked with them, and 
saith unto them. Be of good cheer: it is I; 
be not afrdd. And he went up unto tliem 
into the sMp; and the wind ceased : and they 
were sore amazed in themselves beyond mea- 
sure, and wondered. For they considered 
not the miracle of the loaves ; for their heart 
was hardened. 


Comforts the Needy 

And when they had passed over, they 
came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew 
to the shore. And when tliey were come out 
of the sMp, straightway they knew Mm, and 
ran through that whole region round about, 
and began to carry about in beds those that 
were sick, where they heard he was. And 
whithersoever he entered, into villages, or 
cities, or country, they laid the sick in the 
streets, and besought Mm that they might 
touch if it were but the border of Ms gar- 
ment: and as many as touched Mm were 
made whole. 





Cannot we be given a better chance of knowing Him? 

him to touch him. And he took the blind and scribes^ and be killed^ and after three 
man by the hand^ and led him out of the days rise again. And he spake that saying 
towni and when he had spit on his eyes, and openly. And Peter took him, and began to 
put his hands upon him, he asked him if he rebuke him. But when he had turned about 
saw ought. And he looked up, and said, I and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, 
see men as trees, walking. After that he put saying. Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou 
his hands again upon his eyes, and made him savourest not the things that be of God, but 
look up : and he was restored, and saw every the things that be of men. And when he 
man clearly. And he sent him away to his had called the people mto him with his 
house, saying. Neither go into the town, nor disciples also, he said unto them. Whosoever 
tell it to any in the town. will come after me, let him deny himself, 

j tjT 1 r take up his cross, and follow me. For 

Whom do Men say that I am . whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; but 

And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and 
the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the the gospel’s, the same shall save it. For 
way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
Whom do men say^ that I am? And they the whole world, and lose his own soul Or 
answered, John the Baptist: but some say, what shall a man give in exchange for his 
Elias I and others, One of the prophets. And soul? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed 
he saith unto them, But whom say ye that of me and of my words in this adulterous 
I am? And Peter answereth and sai^ unto and sinful generation j of him also shall the 
him, Thou art the Christ. And he charged Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 
them that they should tell no man of him. the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

And he began to teach them, that the Son And he said unto them. Verily I say unto 
of man must suffer many tlfings, and be you, That there be some of them that stand 
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, here, which shall not taste of death, till they 

* The question Jesus put to His disciples is also the question the whole world is asking: Whom do men say 
Jesus Christ is? After hearing what the general opinion is, we should inquire directly from those who are His 
disciplesa His closest friends. See also p. 974, col. 2, 

^ It is the soul that makes the manj that is the man. But we are not living in an age that wants quality of soul, 
or in a world that likes to be reminded that the soul of a black man, or any foreigner, is as precious to God 
as that of a white man. As for thinking that the souls of men, or even our own souls, are in danger, we are 
much too occupied with other interests to face the question. 
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feaye seen the kingdom of God come with 
power. 

A Voice from Heaven 
And after six days Jesus taketh with him 
Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth 
them up into an high mountain apart by 
themselves : and he was transfigured before 
them.^ And his raiment became shining, 
exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on 
earth can white them. And there appeared 
unto them Elias with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus. And Peter answered and 
said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be 
here: and let us niake three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias. For he wist not what to say; for they 
were sore afraid. And there was a cloud that 
overshadowed them: and a voice came out 
of the cloud, saying. This is my beloved Son : 
hear him. And suddenly, when they had 
looked round about, they saw no man any 
more, save Jesus only with themselves. 

And as they came down from the moun- 
tain, he charged them that they should tell 
no man what things they had seen, till the 
Son of man were risen from the dead. And 
they kept that saying with themselves, ques- 
tioning one with another what the rising 
from the dead should mean. And they asked 
him, saying. Why say the scribes that Elias 
must first come? And he answered and told 
them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth 
all things; and how it is written of the Son 
of man, that he must suffer many things, 
and be set at nought. But I say unto you. 
That Elias is indeed come, and they have 
done unto him w^hatsoever they listed, as it 
is written of him. 

The People Salute Jesus 
And when he came to his disciples, he 
saw a great multitude about them, and the 


eth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast 
him out; and they could not. He answeretli 
him, and saith, O faithless generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall I 
suffer you? bring him unto me. And they 
brought him unto him: and when he saw 
him, straightway the spirit tare liim; and 
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 
And he asked his father. How long is it ago 
since this came unto him? And he said, Of 
a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into 
the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: 
but if thou canst do any thing, have com- 
passion on us, and help us. Jesus said unto 
him, If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth. And straight- 
way the fatlier of the child cried out, and 
said with tears. Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief. When Jesus saw that the 
people came running together, he rebuked 
the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. And the 
spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out 
of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch 
that many said. He is dead. But Jesus took 
him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose. And when he was come into the 
house, his disciples asked him privately. Why 
could not we cast him out? And he said 
unto them. This kind can come fortii by 
nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

Jesus Speaks of His Death 

And they departed thence, and passed 
through Galilee; and he would not that any 
man should know it. For he taught his 
disciples, and said unto them. The Son of 
man is delivered into the hands of men, and 
tliey shall kill him; and after that he is 
killed, he shall rise third day. But they 
understood not that saying, and were afraid 


and called the twelve^ and saith unto them> 
If any man desire to be first, the same shall 
be last of all, and servant of all/ And he took 
a child, and set him in the midst of them: 
and when he had taken him in his arms, he 
said unto them, Whosoever shall receive one 
of such children in my name, receiveth me: 
and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth 
not me, but him that sent me. 

Offences and Offenders 

And John answered him, saying. Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, 
and he followeth not us : and we forbad him, 
because he followeth not us. But Jesus said. 
Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not 
against us is on our part. For whosoever 
shall give you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily 
I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
And whosoever shall offend one of these 
little ones that believe in me, it is better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he were cast into the sea. And if 
thy hand ofiend thee, cut it off it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched: where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thy foot ofiend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than 
having two feet to be cast into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out : it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than hav- 
ing two eyes to be cast into hell fire: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. For every one shall be salted witii 
fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt. Salt is good: but if the salt have lost 
his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one 
with another. 

And he arose from thence, and cometh 
into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of 
Jordan : and the people resort imto him again; 
and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 


ST. MARK 10, 30 

A Domestic Problem 

And the Pharisees came to him, and asked 
him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife? tempting him. And he answered and 
said unto them. What did Moses command 
you? And they said, Moses suffered to write 
a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 
And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
For the hardness of your heart he wrote you 
this precept. But from the beginning of the 
creation God made them male and female. 
For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and cleave to his wife; and they 
twain shall be one flesh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one flesh. What there- 
fore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asimder. And in the house his disciples 
asked him again of the same matter. And 
he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, and marry another, commit- 
teth adultery against her. And if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and be married 
to another, she committeth adultery* 

The Friend of Little Children 

And they brought young children to him, 
that he should touch them : and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them. But when 
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said tmto them. Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not : for of 
such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
xmto you. Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein. And he took them up in 
his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. 

A Young Man^s Question 

And when he was gone forth into the 
way, there came one running, and kneeled 
to him, and asked him. Good Master, what 
shall I do that I may iiaherit eternal life? 
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou 
me good? there is none good but one, tliat 
is, God* Thou Imowest the coxnmandments, 
Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do 
not steal. Do not bear false witness. Defraud 
not. Honour thy father and mother. And 
he answered and said unto him, Master, all 


^ True greatness does not consist simply in self-renunciation. There is little merit in humility until it 
undertakes lowly, loving service. 

2 Hands, feet, and eyes are frequently described in the New Testament under the one term ‘flesh’ ; and the 
key to this passage is to be found in Romans 8, 5-13. Those who live after the flesh caimot please God. The 
passage is not an injunction to mutilate the body, for the body is the temple of the living God, but strongly- 
worded advice to cease, at all costs, using one’s powers for selfish and evil purposes. 




Why then do men to-day follow other leaders? 


rose^ and came to Jesus. And Jesu§ answered 
and said mto him;, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? The blind man said 
unto him^ Lord^ that I might receive my 
sight. And Jesus said unto him. Go thy 
way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And 
immediately he received his sights and fol- 
lowed Jesus in the way. 

Beloved By the People 

And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, 
unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Go your way 
into the village over against you : and as soon 
as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt 
tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and 
bring him. And if any man say unto you. 
Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath 
need of him; and straightway he will send 
him hither. And they went their way, and 
found the colt tied by the door without in a 
place where two ways met; and they loose 
him. And certain of them that stood there 
said unto them, What do ye, loosing the 
colt? And they said imto them even as Jesus 
had commanded : and they let them go. And 
they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their 
garments on him; and he sat upon him. And 
many spread their garments in the way : and 
others cut down branches o:ff the trees. 


and strawed them in the way. And they that 
went before, and they that followed, cried, 
saying. Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometli 
in the name of the Lord; blessed be the 
kingdom of our father David, that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in 
highest. 

And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, 
into the temple: and when he had looked 
round about upon ail things, and now 
eventide was come, he went out unto 
with the twelve. 

Disappointed Hopes 

And on the morrow, when they were come 
from Bethany, he was hungry; and seeing a 
fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, 
haply he might find any thing thereon ; and 
when he came to it, he foimd nothiag but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. 

Jesus answered and said unto it, 
eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever, 
disciples heard it. 

The Desecrated Temple 

And they come to Jerusalem: and 
went into die temple, and began to cast 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves; and 
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would not suffer that any man should carry 
any vessel through the temple. And he 
taught^ saying unto them^, Is it not written. 
My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den 
of thieves. And the scribes and chief priests 
heard it, and sought how they might destroy 
him : for tliey feared him, because all the 
people was astonished at his doctrine. 

And when even was come, he went out of 
the city. 

And in the morning, as they passed by, 
they saw the hg tree dried up from the roots. 
And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto 
him. Master, behold, the fig tree which thou 
cursedst is withered away. And Jesus answer- 


ing saith unto them. Have faith in God. For 
verily I say unto you. That whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that 
those tilings which he saith shall come to 
pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
Therefore I say unto you. What things so- 
ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 
And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye 
have ought against any: that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither 
will your Father wliich is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses. 


JESUS AND THE LEADERS 


St. Mark ll, 27 — 13 , 37 


How different nobly dijf event:, stands Jesus among the party groups of His day. There 
are the political groups of the Herodians and the ZealotSy the religious orders of 
the Pharisees and the Essenesy and the cultural orders represented by the Sadducees and 
priests‘ — many holding positions of influence and leader ship y and reminding us of corre-- 
sponding groups in our own time. But in His Presence how inadequate they seem ! Ho%o 
petty their aims and interests! How mean their intrigues and intolerance! What care 
they about the great human problems that He has at heart? 


AND they come again to Jerusalem: and as 
he was walking in the temple, there come 
to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
the elders, and say imto him, By what autho- 
rity doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority to do these things? And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, I will 
also ask of you one question, and answer me, 
and I will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. The baptism of John, was it 
from heaven, or of men? answer me. And 
they reasoned with themselves, saying, If 
we shall say. From heaven; he will say. Why 
then did ye not believe him? But if we shall 
say. Of men; they feared the people : for all 
men counted John, that he was a prophet 
indeed. And they answered and said unto 
Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering 
saith unto them. Neither do I tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 

And he began to speak tmto them by 
parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, 
and set an hedge about it, and digged a 
place for die winefat, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a 
far country- And at the season he sent to 


the husbandmen a servant, tliat he might 
receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of 
the vineyard. And they caught him, and 
beat him, and sent him away empty. And 
again he sent unto them another servant; 
and at him they cast stones, and wounded 
him in the head, and sent him away shame- 
fully handled. And again he sent another; 
and iiim they killed, and many others; beat- 
ing some, and killing some. Having yet 
therefore one son, Ms wellbeloved, he sent 
him also last unto them, saying. They will 
reverence my son. But those husbandmen 
said among themselves. This is the heir; 
come, let usldllhim, and the inheritance sliali 
be ours. And they took him, and Idiied him, 
and cast Mm out of the vineyard. What shall 
therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he 
will come and destroy the husbandmen, and 
will give the vineyard unto others. And have 
ye not read tMs scripture; 

The stone wMch the builders rejected 

Is become the head of the corner: 

TMs was the Lord'^s doing. 

And it is marvellous in our eyes? 

And they sought to lay hold on Mm, but 
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And as he went out of the temple^ one of 
his disciples saith unto Master^ see 
what manner of stones and what boilings 
are here! And Jesus answering said unto 
him^ Seest thou these great buildings? there 
shall not be left one stone upon another^ 
that shall not be thrown down. 

The Masterh Warning 

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives 
over against the temple^ Peter and James 
and John and Andrew asked him privately^ 
Tell when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign when all these things 
shall be fulfilled ? And Jesus answering them 
began to say. Take heed lest any man deceive 
you: for many shall come in my namcj say- 
ings I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 
And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours 
of warSj be ye not troubled: for such things 
must needs be; but the end shall not be 
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom : and there 
shall be earthquakes in divers places, and 
there shall be famines and troubles; these 
are the beginnings of sorrows. 

But take heed to yourselves : for they shall 
deliver you up to councils; and in the syna- 
gogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be 
brought before rulers and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against them. And the gospel 
must first be published among all nations. 
But when they shall lead you, and deliver 
you up, take no thought beforehand what 
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: 
but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye : for it is not ye that speak, 
but die Holy Ghost. Now the brother shall 
betray the brother to death, and the father 
the son; and children shall rise up against 
their parents, and shall cause them to be 
put to death. And ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name’s sake: but he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

But when ye shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing where it ought not, (let him tliat 
readeth understand,) then let them that be 
in Judaea flee to the mountains: and let him 
that is on the housetop not go down into 
the house, neither enter therein, to take any 
thing out of his house: and let him that is 


in the field not turn back again for to take 
up his garment But woe to them that are 
with child, and to them that give suck in 
those days! And pray ye that your flight be 
not in the winter- For in those days shall 
be affliction, such as was not from the begin- 
ning of the creation which God created unto 
this time, neither shall be. And except that 
the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh 
should be saved: but for the elect’s sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened 
the days. And then if any man shall say to 
you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; 
believe him not; for false Christs and false 
prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and 
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even 
the elect. But take ye heed: behold, I have 
foretold you all things. 

But in those days, after that tribulation, 
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars of 
heaven shall fall, and the powers that are 
in heaven shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory. And then 
shall he send his angels, and shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost part of the earth to the utter- 
most part of heaven. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When 
her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is near: so ye 
in like manner, when ye shall see these things 
come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at 
the doors. Verily I say unto you, that this 
generation shall not pass, till all these things 
be done. Heaven and earth shall pass away : 
but my words shall not pass away. But of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not tlie angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 

Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is. For the Son of 
man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye 
therefore : for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch, 
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TAKE UP THE CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM 


ST. MARK CHAPTERS 14, i-16, 20 

We cannot look upon His Cross without thinking of the words He addressed to all Who 
would follow Him. We feel a call to ourselves in them; a call to show that we^ too^ 
possess the Spirit that shrinks not from the ordeal or sacrifice that^ in the course of 
our service^ will be demanded of us. In no other way than through the undaunted 
courage and faithful loyalty unto death of His followers can the Cause of Christy of 
God:, and of humanity he realized. If right is to be preserved on the earth:, if freedom 
is to be won for men:, if truth and knowledge are at all times to prevail:, lovetogrow^ and 
peace to be established^ it will only be:, we of this generation have good reason to know, 
in so far as there are men and women who believe in and value these things:, and are 
prepared to pay the cost of securing them for mankind^ even if it means placing their 
lives on the altar. Such is the spirit Christ expects from all who belong to His company. 
He was not imposing a new rule of self-discipline when He said:, ‘ Take up the Cross and 
follow Me\ but calling for men of a courageous:, invincible spirit. 

THE UNCONQUERABLE LEADER St. Mark U, 20 


^FTER two days was the feast of the 
/% passover, and of unleavened bread: 
and the chief priests and the scribes 
^ sought how they might take him by 
craft, and put him to death. But they said. 
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
of the people. 


And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, 
went unto the chief priests, to betray him 
unto them. And when they heard it, they 
were glad, and promised to give him money. 
And he sought how he might conveniently 
betray him. 


The Anointing and Betrayal 

And being in Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there 
came a woman having an alabaster box of 
ointment of spikenard very precious; and 
she brake the box, and poured it on his 
head. And there were some that had indigna- 
tion within themselves, and said, Why was 
this waste of the ointment made? For it 
might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the 
poor. And they mtormiired against her. And 
Jesus said. Let her alone; why trouble ye 
her? she hath wrought a good work on me. 
For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good : 
but me ye have not always. She hath done 
what she could : she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. Verily I say 
unto you. Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for 
a memorial of her. 


The Last Supper 

And the first day of unleavened bread, 
when they killed the passover, his disciples 
said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go 
and prepare that thou mayest eat the pass- 
over? And he sendeth forth two of his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them. Go ye into the 
city, and there shall meet you a man bearing 
a pitcher of water : follow him. And where- 
soever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman 
of the house, The Master saith. Where is 
the guestchamber, where I shall eat the pass- 
over with my disciples? And he will shew 
you a large upper room furnished and pre- 
pared: there make ready for us. And his 
disciples went forth, and came into the city, 
and found as he had said imto them: and 
they made ready the passover. 

And in the evening he cometh with the 
twelve. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus 
said. Verily I say unto you. One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me. And they 
began to be sorrowful, and to say unto" him 
one by one, Is it I? and another said, Is it I? 



ST^MARK 14,20 

And he answered and said imto them. It is 
one of the twelve, that dippetli witla me in 
the dish. The Son of man indeed goeth, as 
it is written of him: but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of man is betrayed ! good were 
it for that man if he had never been born. 

And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and 
said, Take, eat: this is my body. And he 
took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them : and they all drank of it. 
And he said unto them. This is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for many. 
Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine, imtil that day that I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God. 

And when they had sung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives. 

And Jesus saith xmto them. All ye shall be 
offended because of me this night: for it is 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered. But after that I am 
risen, I will go before you into Galilee. But 
Peter said unto him. Although all shall be 
offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith 
unto him. Verily I say unto thee. That this 
day, even in this night, before the cock crow 
twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. But he 
spake the more vehemently. If I should die 
with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. 
Likewise also said they all. 


And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples. 
Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he 
taketh with him Peter and James and John, 
and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy; and saith unto them. My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch. And he went forward a little, 
and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from 
him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things 


wist they what to answer him. And he com- 
eth the third time, and saith unto them. Sleep 
on now, and take your rest: it is enough, tlie 
hour is come; behold, the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, 
let us go ; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 

And immediately, while he yet spake, 
Cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with 
him a great multitude with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders. And he that betrayed him had 
given them a token, saying. Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he ; take him, and lead 
him away safely. And as soon as he was 
come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, 
Master, master; and kissed him. 

The Arrest of Jesus 

And they laid their hands on him, and 
took him. And one of them that stood by 
drew a sword, and smote a servant of the 
high priest, and cut off liis ear. And Jesus 
answered and said imto them. Are ye come 
out, as against a thief, with swords and with 
staves to take me? I was daily with you in 
the temple teaching, and ye took me not: 
but the scriptures must be fulfilled. And 
they all forsook him, and fled. 

And there followed him a certain young 
man, having a linen cloth cast about his 
naked body; and the yoimg men laid hold 
on him : and he left the linen cloth, and fled 
from them naked. 

The Trial 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest : 
and with him were assembled all the chief 
priests and the elders and the scribes. And 
Peter followed him afar off, even into the 
palace of the high priest : and he sat with the 
servants, and warmed himself at the fire. 
And the chief priests and all the council 
sought for witness against Jesus to put lnm 
to death; and found none. For many bare 


Gethsemaneh Quiet Garden 




and answered nothing. Again the high priest 
asked him, and said unto him. Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus 
said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven. Then the high 
priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need 
we any further wimessesP Y have heard 
the blasphemy : what think ye? And they 
all condemned liim to be guilty of death. 


And some began to spit on him, and to cover 
his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto 
him. Prophesy: and the servants did strike 
him with the palms of their hands. 

A Disdple^s Denial 

And as Peter was beneath in the palace, 
there cometh one of the maids of the high 
priest : and when she saw Peter warming 


THE CALL OF THE CROSS AND THE ALTAR 
It is a call to men of every tribe and nation to devote their lives to the Cause of Christy 
of Gody and humanity. To-day this holy Cause wants volunteersy men and women who 
believe in tty will embrace ity andyWith a spirit that is brave and resolutCy go forward 
to establish it. For evil forces are at work in the worldy making a determined effort 
to bring mankind into their power and under their rule. 
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ST. MARK 16 , 20 


was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 
And when the centurion, w^hich stood over 
against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost, he said. Truly this man 
was the Son of God. There were also women 
looking on afar off: among whom was Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the less and of Joses, and Salomes (who also, 
when he w^as in Galilee, followed him, and 
ministered unto him ;) and many other women 
which came up with him unto Jerusalem. 

The Burial 

And now when the even was come, because 
it was the preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathsea, an hon- 
ourable counsellor, which also waited for 
tlie Idngdom of God, came, and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of 
Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if he were al- 
ready dead: and calling unto him the cen- 
turion, he asked liim whether he had been 
any wliile dead. And when he knew it of 
the centurion, he gave tlie body to Joseph. 
And he bought fine linen, and took him 
down, and wrapped him in the linen, and 
laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn 
out of a rock, and roUed a stone unto the 
door of the sepulchre. And Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where 
he was laid. 

The Resurrection 

And when the sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that 
they might come and anoint him. And very 
early in the morning the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the 
rising of the sun. And they said among 
themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre? And when 
they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away: for it was very great. And 
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a 


long white garment i and they were affrighted. 
And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: 
Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruci- 
fied: he is risen^ he is not here : behold the 
place where they laid him. But go your 
way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you. And they went 
out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; 
for they trembled and were amazed: neither 
said they any thing to any man; for they 
were afraid.^ 

Now when Jesus was risen early the first 
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom lie had cast seven 
devils. And she went and told them that 
had been with him, as they mourned and 
wept. And they, when they had heard that 
he was alive, and had been seen of her, 
believed not. 

After that he appeared in another form 
unto two of them, as they walked, and went 
into the country. And they went and told 
it unto the residue : neither believed they 
them. 

Afterward he appeared unto the eleven 
as they sat at meat, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had 
seen him after he was risen. And he said 
unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils 5 they 
shall speak with new tongues ; they shall take 
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

So then after the Lord had spoken unto 
them, he was received up into heaven, and 
sat on the right hand of God. And they 
went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following. Amen. 


I The oldest manuscripts of this gospel do not go beyond these words. Later manuscripts give different 
endings, the most favoured being that which is printed here. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE JOURNEY OF LIFE 


OUeroe the road that rum through this book. We join it at Bethlehem, the place where 
Jesus was born, and follow it to Calvary, the place where Jesus died. Between the 
cradle and the grave lies the strip of the road of life that each one of us in turn must 
travel. It ts, in a sense, a very personal road, a man's own road. No two people ever 
exactly cover the same ground. Every man has his own stretch of the road, but it is 
always a part of the common highway of life, and in its general outline it is the same 
for everybody. It has the same features, and the same milestones of experience. Now, 
in the sacred narrative, it is these general common features of the road that we are com- 
pelled to notice. They are in fact so strikingly displayed that we cannot read the story 
without feeling, in the first place, that it is the common road of life that is in this book 
of God, and, in the second place, that it is the Lord of Life who is on it, illuminating it 
and piping every handicapped traveller along it. One further point: this gospel was 
originally written as a personal letter to a personal friend, as a message of good news 
to a single individual, a lone traveller on the road of life; to Theophilus, who, it is 
generally agreed, was, like ourselves, a Gentile. 


HALLOWING ALL BIRTHDAYS 

F orasmuch as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in order a declara- 
tion of those things Avhich are most 
stirely believed among us, even as 
they delivered them unto us, Tvhich from the 
beginning were eyewitnessesj and ministers 
of the word; it seemed good to me also, 
having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write unto thee 
in order, most excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 

An Angel's Message 

There was in the days of Herod, the king 
of Judsea, a certain priest named Zacharias, 
of the course of Abia : and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth. And they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of die Lord blameless. 
And they had no child, because that Elisa- 
beth was barren, and they both were now 
well stricken in years. 

And it came to pass, that while he executed 
the priest’s office before God in the order of 


St. Luke 1, I — 2, 53 

his course, according to die custom of the 
priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
And the whole muldtude of the people were 
praying without at the time of incense. 
And there appeared unto him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But 
the angel said unto him. Fear not, Zacharias : 
for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisa- 
beth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt 
call his name John, And thou shalt have 
joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. For he shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. 
And many of the children of Israel shall he 
turn to the Lord their God. And he shall 
go^ before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just; to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the 
angel. Whereby shall I know this? for I am 
an old man, and my wife well stricken in 




ST/LUKHl, 53 

He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; 

And the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He hath holpen his servant Israel, 

In remembrance of his mercy; 

As he spake to our fathers. 

To Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 
And Mary abode with her about three 
months, and returned to her own house. 


Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she 
should be delivered; and she brought forth 
a son. And her neighbours and her cousins 
heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy 
upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And it 
came to pass, that on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child; and they called 
him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
And his mother answered and said. Not so; 
but he shall be called John. And they said 
tmto her. There is none of thy kindred that 
is called by this name. And they made signs 
to his father, how he would have him called. 
And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, 
saying, His name is John. And they mar- 
velled all. Aid his mouth was opened im- 
mediately, and his tongue loosed, and he 
spake, and praised God. And fear came on 
aU that dwelt round about them: and all 
these sayings were noised abroad throughout 
all the hill country of Judaea.^ And all they 

saying. What manner of child shall this be! 
And the hand of the Lord was with him 


The oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, 

That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies 

Mght serve him without fear. 

In holiness and righteousness before him, 
all the days of our life. 

And thou, child, shalt be called the pro- 
phet of the Highest: 

For thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto Ms 
people 

By the remission of their sins. 

Through the tender mercy of our God; 

Whereby the dayspring from on high hath 
visited us. 

To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 

To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 
his shewing unto Israel. 

The Birth of Jesus 

And it came to pass in those days, that 
there went out a decree from C^sar Augus- 
tus, that aU the world should be taxed. (And 
tMs taxing was first made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria.) And all went to be 
taxed, every one into Ms own city. And 

city of Nazareth, into Tudsea, uiio the citv 


The Birth of John 
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to all people. For iiiito you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour^ which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes^ lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God^ and 
saying, 

Glory to God in the highest. 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

A Babe in a Manger 

And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 


which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. 
And ail they that heard it wondered at those 
things which were told them by the shep- 
herds. But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told imto them. 

The Naming of Jesus 

And when eight days were accomplished 


AT THE BEGINNING OF LIFE'S JOURNEY 


What mill he become? is emry mothers question. It is God^s question^ too. And God 
says to every state and nation^ Watch mhat you make of him:, for I "^Hl not hold the 
people guiltless who forget or deny that he is a child of Mine. 
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ST, LUKE 2, 21 

for the circumcising of the child;, ills name 
was called JESUS^ which was so named of 
the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 

And when the days of her purification 
according to the law of Moses were accom- 
plished^ they brought him to Jerusalem;, to 
present him to the Lord^ (as it is written in 
the law of the Lordj Every male that openeth 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) 
and to offer a sacrifice according to that 
which is said in the law of the Lordj A pair 
of turtledoveSj or two young pigeons. And^ 
behold, there w^^as a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon; and the same man was 
just and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel : and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see death, before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came 
by the Spirit into the temple : and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him after the custom of the law, then took 
he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and 
said, 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace', 

According to thy word: 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; 

A light to lighten the Gentiles, 

And the glory of thy people Israel. 

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at 
those things which were spoken of him. And 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary 
his mother, Behold, this ciiild is set for the 
faU and rising again of many in Israel; and 
for a sign which shall be spoken against; 
(yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own 
soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed. And there was one Anna, 
a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Aser : she was of a great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from her 
virginity; and she was a widow of about 


fourscore and four years, which departed not 
from the temple, but served God with fast- 
ings and prayers night and day. And she 
coming in that instant gave thanks likewise 
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 
And when they had performed all things 
according to the law of the Lord, they re- 
turned into Galilee, to their own city 
Nazareth. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, filled with wisdom : and tiie grace of 
God v/as upon him. 

The Boyhood of Jesus 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every 
year at the feast of the passover. And when 
he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after tlie custom of the feast. And 
when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem; and Joseph and Ms mother knew 
not of it. But they, supposing him to have 
been in the company, went a day’s journey; 
and they sought Mm among their kinsfolk 
and acquaintance. And when they found Mm 
not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, 
seeking him. And it came to pass, that after 
three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 
And all that heard him were astonished at 
Ms understanding and answers. And when 
they saw liim, they were amazed: and Ms 
mother said unto Mm, Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us ? behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing. And he said 
unto them. How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father^s 
business?^ And they understood not the 
saying wMch he spake unto them. And he 
went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them: but his mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart. 

And J esus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man. 


* Tlie word should have been translated ‘housed that is the I’emple, but as we read the story of His life, 
and see how intent Christ was upon His Fathers business., we can understand the transhtoFs leaning to a 
word that would reveal what was in His mind as He talked to the doctors, A boy at twelve begins to ask 
himself what he will do when he becomes a man. 


1022 


AMONG THE WORKERS 

GOD’S TASK AND MAN’S IN HUMAN LIFE 


ST. LUKE 


CHAPTERS 3, 


The greater part of the journey of life is taken up with the work of life* But what is 
the work of life? Men have the haziest and most varied ideas about it* So far as we 
know^ Christ is the only one who gives us any clear conception of it* He was^ we are 
told^ for some years a carpenter ^ and we welcome the thought that He speaks from 
personal experience of manual work. One of the things He continually emphasizes is 
that the world was never meant to be simply a workshops nor man merely a workman* 
The work men do^ He says as afellow-^workman^ is only a part of the work of life* They 
are sons of God as well as servants of men^ and have more to do in life than just work 
for a living:, or keep the wheels of the world going round* As sons of God:, must 
engage in the work of God and be about their Father^ s business. For that business 
includes and overrides all the businesses of men* It stoops to but does not stop at the 
making of a better world:, ihe use and development of the earth's resources* But such 
work is incidental to the life of man* Lifers work:, as Christ reveals ity is the deliverance 
of the S 071 S of men from all that hinders them realizing their divine destiny as sons of God* 


REACHING MANHOOD 


N OW in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius C«sar> Pon- 
tius Pilate being governor of 
Jud£ea 3 and Herod being tetrarch 
of Galilee^ and bis brother Philip tetrarch of 
Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis^ and 
Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene^ Annas and 
Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of 
God came unto John the son of Zacharias in 
the wilderness. "And he came into all the 
country about Jordan, preaching the bap- 
tism of repentance for the remission of sins; 
as it is written in the book of the words of 
Esaias the prophet, saying. 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness. 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled. 

And every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low; 

And the crooked shall be made straight. 
And the rough ways shall be made smooth ; 
And ail flesh shall see the salvation of 
God. 

Then said he to the multitude that came 
forth to be baptized of him, O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ? Bring forth therefore fruits 


SL Luke 3, i“-4, 13 

worthy of repentance, and begin not to say 
within yourselves. We have Abraham to our 
father: for I say unto you. That God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees: every tree therefore 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. And the people 
asked him, saying. What shall we do then? 
He answereth and saith unto them, He that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him that 
hath none; and he that hath meat, let him 
do likewise. Then came also publicans to be 
baptized, and said unto him. Master, what 
shall we do ? And he said unto them. Exact 
no more than that which is appointed you. 
And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, 
saying, And what shall we do? And he said 
unto them, Do violence to no man, neitlier 
accuse any falsely; and be content with your 
wages. : ^ 

And as the people were in expectation, 
and all men mused in their hearts of John, 
whether he were the Christ, or not; John 
answered, saying unto them all, I indeed 
baptize you with water ; • but one mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to unloose : he shall baptize 
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He shall give his angels charge over thecj 
to keep thee: 


And 

In their hands they shall bear thee up^ 
Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. 



ST. LUKE 4, 35 

And Jesus answering said unto him. It is 
said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. 

And when the devil had ended ail the 
temptation, he departed from him for a 
season. 


MANHOOD’S GREATEST TASK St Luke 4, 14—9, 50 

It is to take up the purpose of God^ and work for it; work for it as confidently and 
continuously as Christ worked for it: giving His whole life to it^ even unto death. But 
tO’-day^ who cares to this extent about the work of God? Or sees it as a glorious purposcy 
the only hope for mankind? Yet what is nationalism compared with God^s will for the 
whole human family? What are political changes compared with the transformation of 
human nature and destiny? What is the value of a four years plan compared with 
God^s promise for tO'-day^ to-^morrow^ and for ever? Yet to these man-made schemes 
men will give the strength and enthusiasm of their manhood. 


AND Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a 
fame of him through all the region round 
about. And he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified of aU. 

The Saviour of Men 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up : and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read.* And there was 
delivered imto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. 
Because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; 

He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives. 
And recovering of sight to the blind. 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And he closed the book, and he gave it again 
to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes 
of all them that were in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. And he began to say unto 
them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. And all bare him witness, and 
wondered at the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is 
not this Joseph’s son? And he said unto 
them. Ye will surely say unto me this pro- 
verb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here 

* Compare Matthew 


in thy country. And he said, Verily I say 
unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own 
country. But I tell you of a truth, many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and 
six months, when great famine was through- 
out all the land; but unto none of them was 
Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, 
unto a woman that was a widow. And many 
lepers were in Israel in the time of EHseus 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, 
saving Naaman the Syrian. And ah they in 
the synagogue, when they heard these things, 
were filled with wrath, and rose up, and 
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was 
built, that they might cast him down head- 
long. But he passing through the midst of 
them went his way, 

The Power of His Word 

And came down to Capernaum, a city of 
Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath 
days. And they were astonished at his doc- 
trine: for his word was with power. And m 
the synagogue there was a man, which had a 
spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with 
a loud voice, saying. Let us alone; what have 
we to do with Aee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art; the Holy One of God. And 
Jesus rebuked him, saying. Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. And when the devil 
had thrown him in the midst, he came out 
i3> 54 j P* 9713 fii* n 
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of him, and hurt him not. And they were all 
amazed, and spake among themselves, say- 
ing, What a word is this! for with authority 
and power he commandeth the unclean 
spirits, and they come out. And the* fame of 
him went out into every place of the country 
round about. 

Power and Prayer 

And he arose out of the synagogue, and 
entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s 
wife’s mother was taken with a great fever; 
and tliey besought him for her. And he 
stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it 
left her: and immediately she arose and 
ministered imto them. 

Now when the sun was setting, all they 
that had any sick with divers diseases brought 
them unto liim; and he laid his hands on 
every one of them, and healed them. And 
devils also caine out of many, crying out, and 
saying. Thou art Christ the Son of God. 
And he rebuking them suffered them not to 
speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 

And when it was day, he departed and 
went into a desert place: and the people 
sought him, and came unto him, and stayed 
him, that he should not depart from them. 
And he said unto them, I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also: for 
therefore am I sent. 

And he preached in the synagogues of 
Galilee. 

Among Fishermen 

And it came to pass, that, as the people 
pressed upon him to hear the word of God, 
he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw 
two ships standing by the lake: but the 
fishermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing their nets. And he entered into one 
of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed 
him that he would thrust out a little from the 


the other ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and filled both 
the ships, so that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, 
and all that were with him, at the draught of 
the fishes wlaich they had taken: and so was 
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus 
said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth 
thou shalt catch men. And when they had 
brought their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed him. 

Sickness and Sin 

And it came to pass, when he was in a 
certain city, behold a man full of leprosy: 
who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and be- 
sought him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And he put forth his 
hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be 
thou clean. And immediately the leprosy de- 
parted from him. And he charged him to 
tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the 
priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according 
as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. But so much the more went there a 
fame abroad of him: and great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed by 
him of their infirmities. And he withdrew 
iiimself into the wilderness, and prayed. 

And it came to pass on a certain day, as 
he was teaching, that there were Pharisees 
and doctors of the law sitting by, which were 
come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, 
and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them. And, behold, men 
brought in a bed a man winch was taken 
with a palsy: and they sought means to bring 
him in, and to lay him before him. And 
when they could not find by what way they 
might bring him in because of the multitude, 
they went upon the housetop, and let Ixun 
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that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said 
unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee. 
Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into 
thine house. And immediately he rose up 
before them, and took up that whereon he 
lay, and departed to his own house, glorify- 
ing God. And they were aU amazed, and 
they glorified God, and were filled with fear, 
saying. We have seen strange things to day. 

A Customs Officer 

And after these things he went forth, and 
saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the 


receipt of custom: and he said imto him. 
Follow me. And he left all, rose up, and 
followed him. 

Publicans and Sinners 

And Levi made him a great feast in his 
own house: and there was a great company 
of pubHcans and of others that sat down with 
them. But their scribes and Pharisees mur- 
mured against his disciples, saying, Why do 
ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 
And Jesus answering said unto them. They 
that are whole need not a physician; but 
they that are sick. I came not to call the 
rig&eous, but sinners to repentance. 


FOR HIS WORK CHRIST WANTS KEEN WORKMEN 


That is one reason why He selected His companions from hard-‘Working men. His fisher-- 
men friends Jor example, were of this character. He found them, after their nighfs toil, 
washing their nets; mlling to man one of their boats for Him, while He spoke from it 
to the crowd; and at His bidding, though they had toiled all night and caught nothing, 
they were ready to launch out into the deep and try again. 
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Things Old and New 

And they said unto him^ Why do the dis- 
ciples of John fast often, and make prayers, 
and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; 
but thine eat and drink? And he said unto 
them, Gan ye make the children of the bride- 
chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with 
them? But the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken away from them, 
and then shall they fast in those days. And 
he spake also a parable unto them; No man 
putteth a piece of a new garment upon an 
old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh 
a rent, and the piece that was taken out of 
the new agreeth not with the old. And no 
man putteth new wine into old bottles; else 
the new wine will burst the bottles, and be 
spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new 
wine must be put into new bottles ; and both 
are preserved. No man also having drunk 
old wine straightway desireth new: for he 
saith, The old is better. 

Lawful and Unlawful 

And it came to pass on the second sabbath 
after the first, that he went through the corn 
fields; and his disciples plucked the ears of 
corn, and did eat, rubbing them in their 
hands. And certain of the Pharisees said 
unto them. Why do ye that which is not 
lawful to do on the sabbath days ? And Jesus 
answering them said. Have ye not read so 
much as this, what David did, when himself 
was an himgred, and they which were with 
him; how he went into the house of God, 
and did take and eat the shewbread, and gave 
also to them that were with him; which it is 
not lawful to eat but for the priests alone? 
And he said unto them. That the Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath. 

Good and Evil 

And it came to pass also on another sab- 
bath, that he entered into the synagogue and 
taught: and there was a man whose right 
hand was withered. And the scribes and 
Pharisees watched liim, whether he would 
heal on the sabbath day; that they might find 
an accusation against him. But he knew 
their thoughts, and said to the man which 


had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand 
forth in the midst. And he arose and stood 
forth. Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask 
you one thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath 
days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or 
to destroy it? And looldng roimd about upon 
them all, he said unto the man, Stretch forth 
thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was 
restored whole as the other. And they were 
filled with madness; and communed one 
with another what they might do to Jesus. 

The Companions of Christ 

And it came to pass in those days, that 
he went out into a mountain to pray, and 
continued all night in prayer to God. And 
when it was day, he called unto him his dis- 
ciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom 
also he named apostles; Simon, (whom he 
also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 
Matthew and Thomas, James the son of 
Alphfieus, and Simon called Zelotes, and 
Judas the brother of James, and Judas Is- 
cariot, which also was the traitor. And he 
came down with them, and stood in the plain, 
and the company of liis disciples, and a great 
multitude of people out of all Judaea and 
Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre 
and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to 
be healed of their diseases; and they that 
were vexed with unclean spirits: and they 
were healed. And the whole multitude 
sought to touch him: for there went virtue 
out of him, and healed them all. 

The True Life 

And he lifted up his eyes on Ms disciples, 
and said. Blessed^ be ye poor : for yours is the 
kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger 
now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye 
that weep now: for ye shall laugh. Blessed 
are ye, when men shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate you from their company, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of maMs sake, 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, 
behold, your reward is great in heaven: for 
in the like manner did their fathers imto the 
prophets. But woe unto you that are rich! 


* Look at the world in which we live. There is so much poverty^, hunger^ weeping, and reproach in it that 
anyone who is not moved by these things to do something to lessen them, to go hungry himself that others 
may eat, and forgo his fun that tears may be dried, can never know the true blessedness of life. In the face 
of the world^s sorrows and needs, even we could not say ‘Blessed are ye’ to those who are so well pleased with 
themselves, and so busy getting rich and making merry, that they hear not the cry of men nor the call of God. 
Gf. Matthew 5, p. 958. 


for ye have received your consolation. Woe 
unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. 
Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall 
mourn and weep. Woe unto you^ when all 
men shall speak well of you! for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets. 

But I say unto you which hear. Love your 
enemies, do good to them which hate you, 
bless tiiem that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefuily use you. And unto him 
that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also 
the other; and him that taketh away thy 
cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. Give 
to every man that asketh of thee; and of him 
that taketh away thy goods ask them not 
again. And as ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if 
ye love them which love you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also love those that love 
them. And if ye do good to them which do 
good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners 
also do even the same. And if ye lend to 
them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to 
sinners, to receive as much again. But love 
ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward 
shall be great, and ye shall be the children of 
the Highest: for he is kind unto the un- 
thankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: con- 
demn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven; give, and 
it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and run- 
ning over, shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again. 

And he spake a parable unto them. Can 
the blind lead the blind? shall they not both 
fall into the ditch? The disciple is not above 
his master ; but every one that is perfect shall 
he as his master. And why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brothers eye, but 
perceivest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Either how canst thou say to thy 
brother. Brother, let me pull out the mote 
that is in thine eye, when thou thyself be- 
holdest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye ? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy 
brothers eye. For a good tree bringeth not 
forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is 


ST. LUKE 7, 10 

known by his own fruit. For of thorns men 
do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush 
gather they grapes. A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is good; and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is evil: for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh. 

And why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do 
not the ttogs which I say? Whosoever 
cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and 
doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is 
like: he is like a man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the foundation on 
a rock: and when the food arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 
But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a 
man that without a foundation built an house 
upon the earth; against which the stream did 
beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and 
the ruin of that house was great. 

Now when he had ended all his sayings in 
the audience of the people, he entered into 
Capernaum. 

For Gentiles^ too 

And a certain centurion^s servant, who was 
dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. 
And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto 
him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him 
that he would come and heal his servant. 
And when they came to Jesus, they besought 
iiim instantly, saying. That he was worthy 
for whom he should do this : for he loveth 
our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 
Then Jesus went with them. And when he 
was now not far from the house, the cen- 
turion sent friends to him, saying unto him. 
Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest enter under my roof : 
wherefore neither thought I myself worthy 
to come unto thee: but say in a word, and 
my servant shall be healed. For I also am a 
man set under authority, having under me 
soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and he 
goeth; and to another. Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it. 
When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled 
at him, and turned him about, and said unto 
the people that followed him, I say unto you, 

I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel, And they that were sent, returning to 
the house, foxmd the servant whole that had 
been sick. 


ST. LUKE 7, II 

Among Those Who Weep 

And it came to pass the day after^ that he 
went into a city called Nain ; and many of his 
disciples went with hima and much people. 
Now when he came nigh to the gate of the 
citya behold, there was a dead man carried 
out^ the only son of his mother, and she was 
a widow: and much people of the city was 
with her. And when the Lord saw her, he 
had compassion on her, and said unto her. 
Weep not. And he came and touched the 
bier: and they that bare him stood still. And 
he said. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to 
speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 
And there came a fear on ail: and they glori- 
fied God, saying, That a great prophet is risen 
up among ns ; and. That God hath visited iiis 
people. And this rumour of him went forth 
throughout all Jud^a, and throughout all the 
region round about. 

Men like Children 

And the disciples of John shewed him of 
all these things. And John calling unto him 
two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, say- 
ing, Art thou he that should come? or look 
we for another? When the men were come 
unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent 
us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should 
come? or look we for another? And in that 
same hour he cured many of their infirmities 
and plagues, and of evil spirits ^ and unto 
many that were blind he gave sight. Then 
Jesus answering said unto them. Go your 
way, and tell John what things ye have seen 
and heard j how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is 
preached. And blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. 

And when the messengers of John were 
departed, he began to speak unto the people 
concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with 
the wind? But what went ye out for to see? 
A man clothed in soft raiment ? Behold, they 
which are gorgeously apparelled, and live 
delicately, are in kings’ courts. But what 
went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I 


say unto you, and much more than a pro- 
phet. This is he, of whom it is written. 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face. 

Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
For I say unto you. Among those that are 
born of women there is not a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist: but he that is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he. And 
all the people that heard him, and the pub- 
licans, justified God, being baptized with the 
baptism of John. But the Pharisees and law- 
yers rejected the counsel of God against them- 
selves, being not baptized of him. And the 
Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the 
men of this generation ? and to what are they 
like? They are like -unto children sitting in 
the marketplace,^ and calling one to another, 
and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced; we have mourned to you, 
and ye have not wept. For John the Baptist 
came neither eating bread nor drinldng wine; 
and ye say. He hath a devil. The Son of man 
is come eating and drinking; and ye say. 
Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners! But wis- 
dom is justified of all her children. 

The Hard’-hearted 

And one of the Pharisees desired him that 
he would eat with him. And he went into 
the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 
And, behold, a woman in the city, which was 
a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, and stood at his 
feet behind him weeping, and began to wash 
his feet with tears, and did wipe them with 
the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. Now when 
the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he 
spake within himself, saying, This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that toucheth 
him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat 
to say imto thee. And he saith, Master, say 
on. There was a certain creditor which had 
two debtors: the one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty. And when they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them 


* The description fits aptly a good number of men in every generation. They seem never to grow up or 
undertake the more serious tasks of manhood and citizenship. Their interests are childish, petty, and selfish; 
tliey waste the best of their days in trifling jealousies and disputes. It would be calamitous if the disciples 
of Christ caught their spirit, and instead of getting on, like men, with the work of God, they played and 
quarrelled like children over the ceremonies of religions. 
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both* Tell me therefore^ which of them will 
love him most? Simon answered and said^ 
I suppose that he^ to whom he forgave most. 
And he said unto him. Thou hast rightly 
judged. And he turned to the woman, and 
said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I 
entered into thine house, thou gavest me no 
water for my feet: but she hath washed my 
feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss : 
but this woman since the time I came in hath 
not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore 
I say imto thee. Her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven 5 for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
And he said unto her. Thy sins are forgiven. 
And they that sat at meat with liim began to 
say within themselves. Who is this that for- 
giveth sins also ? And he said to the woman. 
Thy faith hath saved thee^ go in peace. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he went 
tliroughout every city and village, preaching 
and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom 
of God : and the twelve were with him, and 
certain women, which had been healed of 
evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Mag- 
dalene, out of whom went seven devils, and 
Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod^s steward, 
and Susanna, and many others, which minis- 
tered unto him of their substance. 

Different Types of People 

And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of every 
city, he spake by a parable: A sower went 
out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 
fell by the way side ; and it was trodden down, 
and the fowls of the air devoured it. And 
some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked 
moisture. And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 
And other fell on good ground, and sprang 
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And 
when he had said these things, he cried, He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

And his disciples asked him, saying. What 
might tins parable be? And he said. Unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; 
that seeing they might not see, and hearing 
they might not understand. Now the parable 
is this : The seed is the word of God- Those 


by the way side are they that hear; then 
Cometh the devil, and taketh away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved. They on the rock are they, 
which, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 
And that which fell among thorns are they, 
which, when they have heard, go forth, 
and are choked with cares and riches and 
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection. But that on the good ground are 
they, which in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience. 

No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under 
a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that 
they which enter in may see the light. For 
nothing is secret, that shall not be made 
manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall 
not be known and come abroad. Take heed 
therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, 
to him shall be given; and whosoever hath 
not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have. 

His Family Circle 

Then came to him his mother and his 
bretiiren, and could not come at him for the 
press. And it was told him by certain which 
said. Thy mother and thy brethren stand 
without, desiring to see thee. And he an- 
swered and said unto them. My mother and 
my brethren are these which hear the word 
of God, and do it. 

Those Who are Afraid 

Now it came to pass on a certain day, that 
he went into a ship with his disciples: and 
he said unto them. Let us go over unto the 
other side of the lake. And they launched 
forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep : and 
there came down a storm of wind on the 
lake; and they were filled with water, and 
were m jeopardy* And came to him, 
and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we 
perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water: and they ceased, 
and there was a cahn. And he said unto 
them, Where is your faith? And they being 
afraid wondered, saying one to another. 
What manner of man is this! for he com- 
mandeth even the winds and water, and they 
obey hirm 





BUT IS THE WORK OF GOD GOING AHEAD? 

The work of the world is making considerable progress. Every year sees new wonders, 
iof engineering and scientific skill completed^ while the greater tasks that God has com^ 
mined to mankind^ for the making of a new humanity remain half-finished and 
indifferently pursued. 


and to heal the sick. And he said unto them, was risen from the dead j and of some, that 

Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, BHas had appeared) and of others, that one 

nor scrip, neither bread, neither money) of the old prophets was risen again. And 

neither have two coats apiece. And what- Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who 

soever house ye enter into, there abide, and is this, of whom I hear such things ? And he 

thence depart. And whosoever will not re- desired to see him* 

ceive you, when ye go out of that city, shake ^ _ 

olf the very dust from your feet for a testi- Compassion of Jesus 
mony against them. And they departed, and And the apostles, when they were returned, 

went through the towns, preaching the gos- told him all that they had done. And he 
pel, and healing every where. took them, and went aside privately into a 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that desert place belongingto the city called Beth- 

was done by him: and he was perplexed, saida. And the people, when they knew it, 

because that it was said of some, that John followed him: and he received them, and 

that is in the world’s work, and deliver every branch of industry and commerce from the corrupt and cruel 
practices that are destroying the bodies and souls of men. Why not make a deliberate move towards it? 
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spake unto them of the kingdom of God^ and 
healed them that had need of healing. And 
when the day began to wear away^ then came 
the twelve^ and said unto him, Send the 
multitude away, that they may go into the 
towns and country round about, and lodge, 
and get victuals : for we are here in a desert 
place. But he said unto them. Give ye them 
to eat. And they said. We have no more but 
five loaves and two fishes ; except we should 
go and buy meat for all this people. For they 
were about five thousand men. And he said 
to his disciples. Make them sit down by 
fifties in a company. And they did so, and 
made them all sit down. Then he took the 
five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up 
to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and 
gave to the disciples to set before the multi- 
tude. And they did eat, and were all filled: 
and there was taken up of fragments that re- 
mained to them twelve baskets. 

What will it Profit a Man? 

And it came to pass, as he was alone pray- 
ing, his disciples were with him : and he asked 
them, saying, Whom say the people that I 
am? They answering said, John the Baptist; 
but some say, Elias; and others say, that one 
of the old prophets is risen again. He said 
unto them. But whom say ye that lam? Peter 
answering said. The Christ of God, And he 
straitly charged them, and commanded them 
to tell no man that thing; saying. The Son of 
man must staffer many things, and be re- 
jected of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third 
day. And he said to them all. If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himsejtf, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me. For who- 
soever will save his Hfe shall lose it: but 
whosoever win lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall save it. For what is a man advan- 
taged, if he gain the whole world, and lose 
himself, or be cast away? For whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of 
him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
he shall come in his own glory, and in his 
Father’s, and of the holy angels. But I tell 
you of a truth, there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the kingdom of God. 

God-given Leaders of Men 

And it came to pass about an eight days 
after these sayings, he took Peter and John 


and James, and went up into a mountain to 
pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his 
coimtenance was altered, and his raiment was 
white and glistering. And, behold, there 
talked with him two men, which were Moses 
and Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake 
of his decease wliich he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. But Peter and they that were 
with him were heavy with sleep : and when 
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 
two men that stood with him. And it came 
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter 
said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to 
be here: and let us make three tabernacles; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias: not knowing what he said. While he 
thus spake, there came a cloud, and over- 
shadowed them: and they feared as they 
entered into the cloud. And there came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying. This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. And when the voice 
was past, Jesus was found alone. And they 
kept it close, and told no man in those days 
any of those things which they had seen. 

Human Helplessness 

And it came to pass, that on the next day, 
when they were come down from the hill, 
much people met him. And, behold, a man 
of the company cried out, saying. Master, I 
beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is 
mine only child. And, lo, a spirit taketh him, 
and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth 
him that he foameth again, and bruising him 
hardly departeth from him. And I besought 
thy disciples to cast him out; and they could 
not. And Jesus answering said, O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be 
with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son 
hither. And as he was yet a coming, the devil 
threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the 
child, and delivered him again to his father. 
And they were all amazed at the mighty 
power of God. 

Man^ s Pride and Prejudice 

But while they wondered every one at all 
things which Jesus did, he said unto his dis- 
ciples, Let tiiese sayings sink down into 
your ears: for the Son of man shall be de- 
livered into the hands of men. But they 
understood not this saying, and it was hid 
from them, that they perceived it not: and 
they feared to ask him of that saying. 



Then there arose a reasoning among them, 
which of them should be greatest. And 
Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, 
took a child, and set him by him, and said 
unto them. Whosoever shall receive this child 
in my name receiveth me; and whosoever 
shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: 
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for he that is least among you all, the same 
shall be great. 

And John answered and said, Master, we 
saw one casting out devils in thy name; and 
we forbad him, because he foUoweth not 
with us. And Jesus said unto him. Forbid 
him not; for he that is not against us is for us. 


WITH THE LORD OF LIFE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY 


ST. LUKE 


CHAPTERS 9, 51—19, 28 


What surprises Jesus gives us! We meet Him here as a fellow-traveller on a common 
highway i but with what friendliness does He journey! We might have thought that, pos- 
sessing as He did such a passion for the work of God, He would, like John the Baptist, 
have challenged at every turn the men who were neglecting it. But, no: religion to Him 
is a matter of normal living. God’s purposes are to be worked out in the ordinary 
routine of life, in the daily and often casual relationships of men and women. On the 
road of life there are many dijferent types of people, but in His relation to all of them 
there is nothing unnatural or strained. He is at home with everybody, and has this 
remarkable gif t — He knows how to make everybody feel at home with God; except, of 
course, those whose religion would not allow them to be friendly with anyone who was 
not of their sect or set. Unfortunately there are still many like them on the road of life. 
People who carmot see, though the Lord of Life Himself teaches them, that religion 
means good-will; that it is a greeting of good-will from God to every traveller on the 
road, and a reminder to the sons of God that they are expected to show the heavenly 
spirit of good-will, of friendliness and helpfulness, on every mile of the journey. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE ROAD 


A’ 

i\\ 


^ND it came to pass, when the time 
was come that he should be re- 
ceived up, he stedfastly set his 
. face to go to Jerusalem, and sent 
messengers before his face: and they went, 
and entered into a village of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him. And they did not 
receive him, because his face was as though 
he would go to Jerusalem. And when his 
disciples James and John saw this, they said. 
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as Elias did? But he turned, and re- 
buked them, and said. Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of 
man is not come to destroy menu's lives, but 
to save them. And they went to another 
village. 


St, Luke 9, 51—19, 28 

I wm Follow Thee 

And it came to pass, that, as they went in 
the way, a certain man said unto him. Lord, 

I will follow thee whithersoever thou gocst. 
And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests; but tlie Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head. And 
he said tmto another. Follow me. But he 
said. Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. Jesus said unto him. Let the dead 
bury their dead: but go thou and preach the 
kingdom of God. And another also said. 
Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go 
bid them farewell, which are at home at my 
house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and look^;: , ';J 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
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Through Cities and Villages 

After these things tlie Lord appointed 
other seventy also, and sent them two and 
two before his face into every city and place, 
whither he himself would come. Therefore 
said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest. Go your 
ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs 
among wolves. Carry neither purse, nor 
scrip, nor shoes; and salute no man by the 
way. And into whatsoever house ye enter, 
first say. Peace be to this house. And if the 
son of peace be there, your peace shall rest 
upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. 
And in the same house remain, eating and 
drinking such things as they give: for tlie 
labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from 
house to house. And into whatsoever city ye 
enter, and they receive you, eat such things 
as are set before you: and heal the sick that 
are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom 
of God is come nigh unto you. But into 
whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go your ways out into the streets of 
the same, and say, Even the very dust of 
your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe 
oif against you : notwithstanding be ye Sure 
of this, that the kingdom of God is come 
nigh unto you. But I say unto you, that it 
shall be more tolerable in ^at day for Sodom, 
than for that city. Woe imto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaidal for if the mighty 
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
which have been done in you, they had a 
great while ago repented, sitting in sack- 
cloth and ashes. But it shall be more toler- 
able for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, 
than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down 
to hell. He that heareth you heareth me; 
and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and 
he that despiseth me despiseth him that 
sent me. 

And the seventy returned again with joy, 
saying. Lord, even the devils are subject 
unto us through thy name. And he said unto 
them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy: and nothing 


shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstand- 
ing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are sub- 
ject unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven. 

In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and 
said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes: even so^ Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. All things are 
delivered to me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and 
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son will reveal him. And he 
turned him unto his disciples, and said pri- 
vately, Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things that ye see: for I tell you, that many 
prophets and kings have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen them ; 
and to hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them. 

The Good Samaritan 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, 
and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto 
him, What is written in the law? how readest 
thou? And he answering said. Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with aU tiiy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with aU thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast 
answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 
Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus 
answering said, A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. And by chance there came down 
a certain priest that way: and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. And 
likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and passed by on 
the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as 
he journeyed,^ came where he was : and when 
he saw him, he had compassion on him, and 
went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set liim on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. And on the morrow when 
he departed, he took out two pence, and 
gave them to the host, and said unto him, 


His was a business journey. The priest and Levite were going away from the Temple; their work was 
over , Though busy^ the Samaritan made time to be compassionate, and to follow the case up with undiminished 
sympathy on his return journey. 
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things, a certain woman of the company lifted 
up her voice, and said unto him. Blessed is 
the womb that bare thee, and the paps which 
thou hast sucked. But he said. Yea rather, 
blessed are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it. 

A Talk by the Way 

And when the people were gathered thick 
together, he began to say, Tliis is an evil 
generation: they seek a signi and there shall 
no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the 
prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the 
Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to 
this generation. The queen of the south 
shall rise up in the judgment with the men 
of this generation, and condemn them: for 
she came from the utmost parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomonj and, behold, 
a ^eater than Solomon is here. The men of 
Nmeve shall rise up in the judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it; for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonasj and, 
behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
putteth it in a secret place, neither under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which 
come in may see the light. The light of the 
body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is 
single, thy whole body also is full of lightj 
but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is 
full of darkness. Take heed therefore that 
the light which is in thee be not darkness. If 
thy whole body therefore be full of li ghts 
having no part dark, the whole shall be fuU 
of light, as When the bright shining of a 
candle doth give thee hght.' 

A Meal-time Cotwersation 

And as he spake, a certain Pharisee be- 
sought him to dine with liim : and he went 
in, and sat down to meat. And when the 
Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not 
first washed before dinner. And the Lord 
smd unto hint. Now do ye Pharisees make 
clean the outside of the cup and the platter: 
but your inward part is full of ravening and 
vwckedness. Ye fools, did not he that made 
that which is without make that which is 
also? But rather give alms of such 
ttogs as ye havej and, behold, all things are 
clean unto you. 

But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe 


mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and 
pass over judgment and the love of God; 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone. Woe unto you, Pharisees! 
for ye love the uppermost seats in the syna- 
gogues, and greetings in the markets. Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye are as graves which appear not, and 
the men that walk over them are not aware 
of them. 

Men Heavily Laden 

Then answered one of the lawyers, and 
said imto him. Master, thus saying thou 
reproachest us also. And he said. Woe unto 
you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with 
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye your- 
selves touch not the burdens with one of 
your fingers. Woe unto you! for ye build 
the sepulchres of the prophets, and your 
fathers killed them. Truly ye bear witness 
that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for 
they indeed killed them, and ye build their 
sepulchres. Therefore also said the wisdom 
of God, I wiU send them prophets and 
apostles, and some of them they shall slay 
and persecute : that the blood of all the pro- 
phets, which was shed from the foundation 
of the world, may be required of this genera- 
tion; from the blood of Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias, which perished between the 
altar and the temple: verily I say unto you. 

It shall be required of this generation. Woe 
unto you, lawyers ! for ye have taken away the 
key of knowledge: ye entered not in your- 
selves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered. 

J^d as he said these things tmto them, the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him 
vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of 
many things : laying wait for him, and seek- 
ing to catch somethmg out of his mouth, 
that they might accuse him. 

Leant from the Sparrows 

In the mean time, when there were ga- 
thered together an iimumerable multitude of 
people, insomuch that they trode one upon 
another, he began to say unto his disciples 
first of all. Beware ye of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is 
nothing covered, that shaU not be revealed; 
neither hid, that shall not be known. There- 


1 uiaL snail not oe Known, ihere- 

rendering (Aiatt. Matthew’s 
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unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided? So is 
he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God. 

Look at the Birds and Flowers 

And he said unto his disciples. Therefore 
I say unto you. Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 
what ye shall put on. The life is more than ' 
meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
Consider the ravens: for they neither sow 
nor reap ; which neither have storehouse nor 
barn; and God feedeth them: how much 
more are ye better than the fowls? And 
which of you with taldng thought can add to 
his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able 
to do that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest ? Consider the HHes how 
they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 
yet I say unto you, that Solomon in ail his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. If 
then God so clothe the grass, which is to day 
in the field, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven; how much more will he clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be 
ye of doubtful mind. For all these things 
do the nations of the world seek after: and 
your Father knoweth that ye have need of 
these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom 
of God; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the Mng- 
dom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; pro- 
vide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where 
no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupt- 
eth. For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning; and ye yourselves like lunto 
men that wait for their lord, when he will 
returii from the wedding; that when he 
cometh knocketh, they may open unto 
inm immediately. Blessed are those servants, 
whom the lord when he cometh shall find 
watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall 
gird himself, and make them to sit down to 

* There are many people on the road of life with this outlook, and they pride themselves that tliey are 
realists, the practical, sensible people of the world. So they would be if man were not a child of God with a 
spiritual nature and a heavenly destiny. But it is hard to get people to believe in this fact, and to live in the 
light of it, with — ^as Jesus describes it in the following section— a child’s trust in his Heavenly Father, a 
brother’s thought for the needs of the other members of God’s family, and a patriot’s full-hearted devotion to 
the interests of his King’s kingdom. 


fore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness 
shall be heard in the light; and that which 
ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be 
proclaimed upon the housetops. And I say 
xmto you my friends. Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn 
you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
after he hatli killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. Are not 
five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not 
one of them is forgotten before God? But 
even the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more 
value than many sparrows. Also I say unto 
you. Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God: but he that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the angels 
of God. And whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but unto him that blasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. And 
when they bring you unto the synagogues, 
and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no 
thought how or what thing ye shall answer, 
or what ye shall say: for the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you in the same hour what ye 
ought to say. 

Building Greater Barns 

And one of the company said unto him, 
Master, speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me. And he said unto 
him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you? And he said unto them. Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth. And he 
spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: and he thought witliin himself, 
saying. What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits? And he 
said, Tliis will I do: I wifi pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there wifi I 
bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I 
wifi say to my soul. Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said 



HE WALKED THE COMMON ROADS OF 

We might easily be on a road we have known all our lives, so familiar are the things 
He mentions. Its birds are the sparrows and ravens; its flowers are those of the field. 
It runs by farmsteads and bams, where one man is ploughing and another feeding oxen. 


meatj and will come forth and serve them. 
And if he shall come in the second watch^ or 
come in the third watch^ and find them so, 
blessed are those servants. And this know, 
that if the goodman of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and not have suffered his 
house to be broken through. Be ye therefore 
ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not. 

The hordes Servants 

Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest 
thou this parable unto us, or even to all? 
And the Lord said. Who then is that faithful 
and wise steward, whom his lord shall make 
ruler over his household, to give them their 
portion of meat in due season? Blessed is 
that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto 
you, that he will make him ruler over all that 


he hath. But and if that servant say in Ms 
heart. My lord delayeth Ms coming] and 
shah begin to beat the menservants and 
maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken, the lord of that servant wifi come 
in a day when he looketh not for Mm, and 
at an hour when he is not aware, and wiU cut 
him in sunder, and wih appoint him Ms 
portion with the unbelievers. And that serv- 
ant, wMch knew Ms lord’s will, and prepared 
not himself, neither did according to Ms will, 
shah be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes, shah be beaten with few stripes. 
For unto whomsoever much is given, of Mm 
shah be much required: and to whom men 
have committed much, of Mm they will ask 
the more. 

I am come to send fire on the earth] and 
what wih I, if it be already kindled? But I 
have a baptism to be baptized with] and how 
am I straitened tih it be accomphshed! Sup- 





pose ye that I am come to give peace on 
earth? I tell you. Nay; but rather division: 
for from henceforth there shall be five in one 
house divided, three against two, and two 
against three. The father shall be divided 
against the son, and the son against the 
father; the mother against the daughter, and 
the daughter against the mother; the mother 
in law against her daughter in law, and 
the daughter in law against her motW in 
law.' ; 

Signs of the Times 

And he said also to the people. When ye 
see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway 
ye say. There cometh a shower; and so it is. 
And when ye see the south wind blow, ye 
say. There will be heat; and it cometh to 
pass. Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face 
of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that 
ye do not discern this time? Yea, and why 


even of yourselves judge ye not what is 
right ? When thou goest with thine adversary 
to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give 
diligence that thou mayest be delivered from 
him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the 
judge deliver thee to the officer, and the 
officer cast thee into prison. I tell thee, thou 
shait not depart thence, till thou hast paid 
the very last mite. 

There were present at that season some 
that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled wiffi their sacrM And 

Jesus answering said unto them. Suppose ye 
that these Galilaeans were sinners above all 
the Galilaeans, because they suffiered such 
things? I tell you. Nay: but, except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those 
eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell, and slew them, thmk ye that they were 
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem? I tell you. Nay : but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish. 


LIFE AS THE FRIEND OF ALL WHO USE THEM 


and by a wayside inn. All types of people ate upon it^ some bent on pleasure and some 
on business. But the One^ unseen^ with whom we travel is busy making friendS;, and 
showing friendliness:, by word and deed:, to every needy wayfarer He meets. 
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A Fruitless Tree 

He spake also this parable; A certain man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and 
he came and sought fruit thereon, and found 
none. Then said he unto the dresser of his 
vineyard. Behold, these three years I come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: 
cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 
And he answering said unto him. Lord, let 
it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, 
and dxmg it: and if it bear fruit, well: and if 
not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. 

A Sabbath Day 

And he was teaching in one of the syna- 
gogues on the sabbath. And, behold, there 
was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years, and was bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift up herself. And when 
Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said 
unto her. Woman, thou art loosed from thine 
infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and 
mimediately she was made straight, and 
glorified God, And the ruler of the syna- 
gogue answered with indignation, because 
that Jesus had healed on the sabbatli day, 
md s^d unto the people, There are six days 
in which men ought to work: in them there- 
fore come and be healed, and not on the sab- 
bath day. The Lord then answered him, and 
said. Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of 
you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass 
from the stall, and lead him away to water- 
ing? And ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
horn this bond on the sabbath day? And 
when he had said these things, all his adver- 
saries were ashamed: and all the people re- 
joiced for all the glorious things that were 
done by him. 

A Great Tree 

Then said he. Unto what is the Idngdom 
of God like ? and whereunto shall I resemble 
it ? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which 
a man took, and cast into his garden; and it 
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls 
of the air lodged in the branches of it. 


The Narrow Gate 

And he went through the cities and villages, 
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 
Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few 
that be saved? And he said unto them. 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate : for many, 
I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able. When once the master of 
the house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without, and to 
knock at the door, saying. Lord, Lord, open 
unto us; and he shall answer and say unto 
you, I know you not whence ye are: then 
shall ye begin to say. We have eaten and 
drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught 
in our streets. But he shall say, I tell you, 
I know you not whence ye are; depart from 
me, aU ye workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, 
and you yourselves thrust out. And they 
shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of God. And, 
behold, there are last which shall be first, and 
there are first which shall be last. 

The same day there came certain of the 
Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, 
and depart hence : for Herod will kill thee. 
And he said unto them. Go ye, and tell that 
fox. Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures 
to day and to morrow, and the third day I 
shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk 
m day, and to morrow, and the day follow- 
ing : for it cannot be that a prophet perish out 
of Jerusalem. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, wliich 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee; how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye 
would not] Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate: and verily I say unto you. Ye 
shall not see me, until the time come when 
ye shall say. Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

Table-'talk 


And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken 
the kingdom of God ? It is like leaven, which 
a wom^ took and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened. 


And It came to pass, as he went into th 
house of one of the chief Pharisees to ea 
bread on the sabbath day, that they watchec 
him. And, behold, there was a certain mar 
before him which had the dropsy. And Jesu 
answering spake unto the lawyers and Phari- 
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sees^ saying. Is it lawful to heal on the sab- 
bath day? And they held their peace. And 
he took him, and healed him, and let him go ; 
and answered them, saying, Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and 
will not straightway pull him out on the 
sabbath day? And they could not answer 
him again to these tilings. 

Guests and Hosts 

And he put forth a parable to those which 
were bidden, when he marked how they 
chose out the chief rooms s saying unto them. 
When tliou art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, sit not down in the highest room; 
lest a more honourable man than thou be 
bidden of him; and he that bade thee and 
him come and say to thee, Give this man 
place ; and thou begin with shame to take the 
lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go 
and sit down in the lowest room; that when 
he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee. Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou 
have worship in the presence of them that sit 
at meat with thee. For v/hosoever exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted. 

Then said he also to him that bade him. 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper,^ call 
not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy 
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they 
also bid thee again, and a recompence be 
made thee. But when thou makest a feast, 
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
bhnd: and thou shalt be blessed; for they 
cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be 
recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

Common Excuses 

And when one of them that sat at meat 
with him heard these things, he said unto 
him. Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God. Then said he unto him, A 
certain man made a great supper, and bade 
many: and sent his servant at supper time to 
say to them that were bidden. Come; for all 
tilings are now ready. And they all with one 
consent began to make excuse. The first 
said unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 
pray thee have me excused. And another 
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said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them: I pray thee have me ex- 
cused. And another said, I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that 
servant came, and shewed his lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being 
angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the 
halt, and the blind. And the servant said. 
Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. And the lord said imto 
the servant. Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled. For I say unto you. 
That none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper. 

Severe Demands 

And there went great multitudes with him : 
and he turned, and said unto them, If any 
man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot 
be my disciple. For which of you, intending 
to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid 
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, 
all that behold it begin to mock him, saying, 
This man began to build, and was not able 
to finish. Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, sitteth not down first, 
and consulteth whether he be able with ten 
thousand to meet him that cometh against him 
with twenty thousand? Or else, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 
ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 
So likewise, whosoever he be of you thatfor- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. Salt is good : but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be sea- 
soned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet 
for the dunghiU; but men cast it out. He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Then drew near unto him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear him. And the Phari- 
sees and scribes murmured, saying. This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 


them. 

^ It is well worth while going over this road, visiting in turn the houses that entertained Jesus, and listening 
to the conversations that took place in them; at the same time reading the parables in tliis section, and there 
are several, that deal with home life. 
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The Lost Sheep 

And lie spake this parable^ imto them, say- 
ing, What man of you, having an hundred 
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it? And 
when he hath found it, he layeth it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh 
home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
me; for I have found my sheep which was 
lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall 
be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. 

The Lost Coin 

Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house, and seek dili- 
gently till she find it? And when she hath 
found it, she caUeth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying. Rejoice with 
me j for I have found the piece which I had 
lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. 

The Lost Son 

And he said, A certain man had two sons : 
and the younger of them said to his father. 
Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them 
living. And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. And 
when he had spent aU, there arose a mighty 
famine in that land ; and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined himself to a 
citizen of that coxmtry; and he sent him into 
his fields to feed swine. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
And when he came to himself, he said, How 
many laired servants of my father’s have 
enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger ! I will arise and go to my father, and 
will say unto him. Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am iio 


more worthy to be called thy son: make me 
as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, 
and came to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him. And the son said imto him. 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in 
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. But the father said to his 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put 
it on him^ and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: and bring hither the fatted 
calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began 
to be merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field: and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard musick and dancing. And 
he called one of the servants, and asked what 
these things meant. And he said unto him. 
Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath re- 
ceived him safe and soimd. And he was 
angry, and would not go in: therefore came 
his father out, and intreated him.. And he 
answering said to his father, Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I 
at any time thy commandment : and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends : but as soon as this 
thy son was come, which hath devoured thy 
living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf. And he said unto him. Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all that I have is 
thine. It was meet that we should make 
merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is 
found. 

Masters and Servants 

And he said also unto his disciples, There 
was a certain rich man, which had a steward; 
and the same was accused xmto Mm that he 
had wasted Ms goods. And he called Mm, 
and said unto Mm, How is it that I hear this 
of thee? give an account of thy stewardsMp; 
for thou mayest be no longer steward. Then 
the steward said within Mmself, What shall 
I do? for my lord taketh away from me the 
stewardsMp: I cannot dig; to beg I am 
ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, 
when I am put out of the stewardship, they 


f It is a parable in three parts rather than three separate parables. The emphasis is on two points. First, 
the spirit of the seeker, going after that which is lost, outside the fold or inside the home. Then, the spirit 
of the lost: of the son outside, and the son inside the home. 


may receive me into their houses. So he 
called every one of his lord’s debtors unto 
him, and said unto the first, How much 
owest thou unto my lord ? And he said^ An 
hundred measures of oil. And he said tmto 
him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and 
write fifty. Then said he to another, And 
how much owest thou? And he said. An 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said 
unto him. Take thy bill, and write fourscore. 
And the lord commended the unjust steward, 
because he had done wisely: for the children 
of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of Hght. And I say unto 
you. Make to yourselves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness ; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting habita- 
tions. He that is faithfuP in that which is 
least is faithful also in much : and he that is 
unjust in the least is imjust also in much. If 
therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 
your trust the true riches? And if ye have 
not been faithful in that which is another 
man’s, who shall give you that which is your 
own ? No servant can serve two masters : for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. 

And the Pharisees also, who were covet- 
ous, heard aU these things : and they derided 
him. And he said unto them. Ye are they 
which justify yourselves before men; but 
God knoweth your hearts: for that which is 
highly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God. The law and the pro- 
phets were until John: since that time the 
kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it. And it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law 
to fail. 

Whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
marrieth another, committeth adultery: and 
whosoever marrieth her that is put away 
from her husband committeth adultery. 

Rich and Poor 

There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
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sumptuously every day: and there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to 
be fed with the crumbs which fell from the 
rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came 
and Hcked his sores. And it came to pass, 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man 
also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift 
up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said. Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things : but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And beside all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed : so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s 
house: for I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment. Abraham saith unto 
him. They have Moses and the prophets ; let 
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto 
him. If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead. 

Take Heed to Yourselves 

Then said he unto the disciples. It is im- 
possible but that offences will come: but 
woe unto him, through whom they cornel 
It were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he cast into the 
sea, than that he should ofiend one of these 
little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he 
trespass against thee seven times in a day, 
and seven times in a day turn again to thee, 
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 


^ The parable of the Unjust Steward, taken alone, can be interpreted in many ways. We prefer to consider 
it as a rebuke, given with a touch of sarcasm, to those who think that cleverness, the ability to devise some 
sharp practice, can make up for the lack of faithfulness. Take the three parables that appear together, the 
Prodigal Son, the Unjust Steward, and Dives and Lazarus. They all deal with human relationships— that 
in the home, between father and son; that in business, between master and servant; and that in the street, 
between rich and poor. And what are the obvious keywords of the spirit that should prevail?— forgiveness, 
faithfulness, and friendliness. 
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And the apostles said unto the Lord, In- 
crease otir faith. And the Lord said. If ye 
had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might 
say unto this sycamine tree. Be thou plucked 
up by the root, and be thou planted in the 
seaj and it should obey you. But which of 
you, having a servant plowing or feeding 
cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he 
is come from the field. Go and sit down to 
meat? And will not rather say unto him. 
Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird 
thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and 
drunken 5 and afterward thou shalt eat and 
drink? Doth he thank that servant because 
he did the things that were commanded him? 
I trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall 
have done all those things which are com- 
manded you, say. We are unprofitable serv- 
ants : we have done that which was our duty 
to do. 

Ingratitude 

And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusa- 
lem, that he passed through the midst of 
Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into 
a certain village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off: and they 
lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us. And when he saw them, 
he said unto them. Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they 
went, they were cleansed. And one of 

when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 

and with a loud voice glorified God, and feU 
down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks;* and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
answering said. Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine ? There are not found 
that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger. And he said unto him. Arise, go 
thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. 


Curiosity 

And when he was demanded of the Phari- 
sees, when the kingdom of God should come, 
he answered them and said. The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation: n pitfipr 
shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

And he said unto the disciples. The days 
will come, when ye shall desire to see one of 
the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 

_ * '■'* J U4LJII.U JLiJLtll^ 

and coimt it a privilege in our fellowship to give occasions for someone to 


see it. And they shall say to you^ See herei 
or^ see there: go not after them^ nor follow 
them. For as the lightning, that lighteneth 
out of the one part under heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven; so shall 
also the Son of man be in his day. But first 
must he suffer many things, and be rejected 
of this generation. And as it was in the days 
of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 
Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in 
the day when the Son of man is revealed. 
In that day, he which shall be upon the 
housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: and he that 
is in the field, let him likewise not return 
back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whosoever 
shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 

I teU you, in that night there shall be two 
men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and 
the other shall be left. Two women shall be 
grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two men shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken, and the other 

left. And they answered and said unto him, 

Where, Lord? And he said unto them. 
Wheresoever the body is, thither will the 
eagles be gathered together. 

Importunity 

And he spake a parable imto them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint; saying, There was in a city a judge, 
which feared not God, neither regarded man : 
and there was a widow in that city; and she 
came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine 
adversary. And he would not for a while : but 
afterward he said within himself. Though I 
fe^ not God, nor regard man; yet because 
this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. 
And the Lord said. Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. Md shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him. 


though he bear long with them? I tell you 
that he will avenge them speedily. Neverthe- 
less when the Son of man cometh^ shall he 
find faith on the earth? 

A Pharisee and a Publican 

And he spake this parable unto certain 
which trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous^ and despised others: Two men 
went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee^ and the other a publican.^ The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And 
the publican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes imto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted. 

Little Children 

And they brought unto him also infants, 
that he would touch them : but when his dis- 
ciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus 
called them imto him, and said. Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I say unto you. Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
shall in no wise enter therein. 

A Young Ruler 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying. 
Good Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? And Jesus said tmto him. Why 
callest thou me good? none is good, save one, 
that is, God. Thou knowest the command- 
ments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill. 
Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. 
Honour thy father and thy mother. And he 
said. All these have I kept from my youth up. 
Now when Jesus heard these things, he said 
unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing : sell all 
that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, 
and thou shaft have treasure m heaven: and 
come, follow me. And when he heard this. 
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he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 
And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrow- 
ful, he said. How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! For 
it is easier for a camel to go through a 
needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. And they that 
heard it said. Who then can be saved? J^d 
he said. The things which are impossible 
with men are possible with God. Then 
Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed 
thee. And he said unto them. Verily I say 
unto you. There is no man that hath left 
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the Idngdom of God’s sake, who 
shall not receive manifold more in this pre- 
sent time, and in the world to come hfe 
everlasting. 

The Perplexed Disciples 

Then he took unto liim the twelve, and 
said unto them. Behold, we go up to Jeru- 
salem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be 
accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto 
the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spite- 
fully entreated, and spitted on: and they 
shall scourge him, and put him to death: and 
the third day he shall rise again. And they 
understood none of these things : and this 
saying was hid from them, neither knew they 
the things which were spoken. 

A Blind Man 

And it came to pass, that as he was come 
nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by 
the way side begging : and hearing the multi- 
tude pass by, he asked what it meant. And 
they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by. And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me. And they which 
went before rebuked him, that he should 
hold his peace; but he cried so much the 
more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me. And Jesus stood, and commanded him 
to be brought unto and when he was 
come near, he asked him, saying. What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee ? And he said. 
Lord, that T may receive my sight. And 
Jesus said xmto him. Receive thy sight: thy 
faith hath saved thee. And immediately 
he received his sight, and followed him. 


* Nowadays we often hear these confessions reversed; the publican thanking God he is not like the 
narrow-minded kill-joys who go to church, and the church-goer refusing to claim that he is a Christian. 
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glorifying God: and all the people, when 
they saw it, gave praise unto God. 

Zacchceus 

And Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho. And, behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among 
the publicans, and he was rich.^ And he 
sought to see Jesus who he wasj and could 
not for the press, because he was little of 
stature. And he ran before, and climbed up 
into a sycomore tree to see him : for he was to 
pass that way. And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up, and saw him, and said 
unto him, Zacch^us, make haste, and come 
down; for to day I must abide at thy house. 
And he made haste, and came down, and re- 
ceived him joyfully. And when they saw it, 
they all murmured, saying. That he was gone 
to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And 
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have taken any thing from 
any man by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold. And Jesus said unto him. This day 
is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as 
he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 

A Solemn Warning 

And as they heard these things, he added 
and spake a parable, because he was nigh to 

Jerusalem, and because they thought that the 

kingdom of God should immediately appear. 
He said therefore, A cer^^ nobleman^ went 
into a far country to receive for himself a 
kingdom, and to return. And he called his 
ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds. 


and said imto them, Occupy till I come. But 
his citizens hated him, and sent a message 
after him, saying, We will not have this man 
to reign over us. And it came to pass, that 
when he was returned, having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants 
to be called unto him, to whom he had given 
the money, that he might know how much 
every man had gained by trading. Then 
came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds. And he said tmto him. 
Well, thou good servant: because thou hast 
been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. And the second 
came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained 
five potmds. And he said likewise to him. Be 
thou also over five cities. And another came, 
saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, 
which I have kept laid up in a napkin: for I 
feared thee, because thou art an austere man: 
thou takest up that thou layedst not down, 
and reapest that thou didst not sow. And he 
saith unto him. Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou 
knewest that I was an austere man, taking up 
that I laid not down, and reaping that I did 
not sow: wherefore then gavest not thou my 
money into the bank, that at my coming I 
might have required mine own with usury? 
And he said unto them that stood by. Take 
from him the pound, and give it to him that 
hath ten poxmds. (And they said imto him. 
Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto 
you. That unto every one which hath shall 
be given; and from him that hath not, even 
that he hath shall be taken away from him. 
But those mine enemies, which would not 
that I should reign over them, bring hither, 
and slay them before me. 

And when he had thus spoken, he went 
before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 


* Considering with what weighty words Jesus has spoken of riches, it is significant that he should o-n to 

dishked “ed by the topic 

Rome” gone from this town of Jericho into a far country to receive a kingdom from G^sar in 

Rome. Ani Archelaus, on ius return, gave dries to those who, in his absence, had be^Sg ^ fatemst“ 
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they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another i because thou knewest not the time 
of thy visitation. 


The House of God 

And he went into the temple, and began 
to cast out them that sold therein, and thi»m 
that bought; saying unto them. It is written. 
My house is the house' of prayer: but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. 

And he taught daily in the temple. But 
the chief priests and the scribes and the 
chief of the people sought to destroy him, and 
could not find what they might do: for all 
the people were very attentive to hear ln'm 

And it came to pass, that on one of those 
days, as he taught the people in the temple, 
and preached the gospel, the chief priests and 
the scribes came upon him with the elders, 
and spake vmto him, saying. Tell us, by what 
authority doest thou these things? or who 
is he that gave thee this authority? And he 
answered and said unto them, I will also ask 
you one thing; and answer me: The baptism 
of John, was it from heaven, or of men? 
And they reasoned with themselves, saying. 
If we shall say. From heaven; he wiU say. 
Why then believed ye him not? But and if 
we say. Of men; all the people will stone us: 
for they be persuaded that John was a pro- 
phet. And they answered, that they could 
not tell whence it was. And Jesus said unto 
them. Neither tell I you by what authority I 
do these things. 

The Son of God 

Then began he to speak to the people this 
parable;^A certain man planted a vineyard, 
^d let it forth to husbandmen, and went 
into a far country for a long time. And at the 
season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, 
that they should give him of the fruit of the 

vineyard : but the husbandmen beat him, and 

h* 
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do? I will send my beloved son: it may be 
they will reverence him when they see him. 
But when the husbandmen saw him^ they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, This is 
the heir: come, let us kill him, that the in- 
heritance may be ours. So they cast him out 
of the vineyard, and killed him. What there- 
fore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto 
them? He shall come and destroy these hus- 
bandmen, and shall give the vineyard to 
others. And when they heard it, they said, 
God forbid. And he beheld them, and said. 
What is this then that is written, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 

The same is become the head of the corner ? 
Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be 
broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder. 

The Things of God 

And the chief priests and the scribes the 
same hour sought to lay hands on him; and 
they feared the people: for they perceived 
that he had spoken this parable against them. 
And they watched him, and sent forth spies, 
which should feign themselves just men, that 
they might take hold of his words, that so 
they nught deliver him unto the power and 
authority of the governor. And they asked 
him, saying. Master, we know that thou say- 
est and teachest rightly, neither acceptest 
thou the person of any, but teachest the way 
of God truly: Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute unto Csesar, or no ? But he perceived 
their craftiness, and said unto them, Why 
tempt ye me? Shew me a penny. Whose 
image and superscription hath it? They 
answered and said, Gsesar’s. And he said 
unto them. Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things which be Cesar’s, and unto God the 
things which be God’s. And they could not 
take hold of liis words before the people: and 
they marvelled at his answer, and held their 
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and Jerasalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
befulfiUed, 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory. And 
when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads ; for your 
redemption draweth nigh. 

And he spake to them a parable; Behold 
the fig tree, and ail the trees ; when they now 
shoot forth, ye see and know of your own 
selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So 
likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is 
nigh at hand. Verily I say imto you. This 
generation shall not pass away, till ail be ful- 
Med. Heaven and earth shall pass away: 
but my words shall not pass away. 

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 
feiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you un- 
awares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man. 

And in the day time he was teaching in the 
temple; and at night he went out, and abode 
in the mount that is called the mount of 
Olives/ And all the people came early in the 
morning to him in the temple, for to hear 
him. 

The Betrayal 

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew 


the chief priests and captains, how he might 
betray him imto them. And they were glad, 
and covenanted to give him money. And he 
promised, and sought opportunity to be- 
tray him unto them in the absence of the 
multitude, 

A Hallowed House 

Then came the day of unleavened bread, 
when the passover must be killed. And he 
sent Peter and John, saying. Go and prepare 
us the passover, that we may eat. And they 
said unto him, Where wilt thou that we pre- 
pare? And he said unto them. Behold, when 
ye are entered into the city, there shall a man 
meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow 
him into the house where he entereth in. 
And ye shall say tmto the goodman of the 
house. The Master saith unto thee. Where 
is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the 
passover with my disciples? And he shall 
shew you a large upper room furnished: 
there make ready. And they went, and found 
as he had said imto them: and they made 
ready the passover. 

And when the hour was come, he sat down, 
and the twelve apostles with him. And he 
said imto them. With desire I have desired 
to eat this passover v/ith you before I suffer: 
for I say unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said. Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves: for I say unto you, I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine, until the king- 
dom of God shall come. And he took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them,^ saying. This is my body which is 
given for you : this do in remembrance of me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you. But, behold, the hand 
of him that betraveth me is with me on the 



WHEN THE JOURNEY OF LIFE IS OVER 

This is not the end, says the Lord of Life, for life goes on beyond the grceoe. Be mt 
afraid of the gathering gloom and the impenetrable darkness. I know the road. I have 
been along it, and have come back for you, p go along with you, every step of the way, 
until it opens into light. 


greatest. And he said unto them. The kings 
of the Gentiles exercise lordship over themi 
and they that exercise authority upon them 
are called benefactors. But ye shall not be 
so : but he that is greatest among you, let him 
be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth ? is not 
he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you 


as he that serveth. Ye are they which have 
continued with me in my temptations. And 
I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee. 
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that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he 
said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee, both into prison, and to death. And he 
said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not 
crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice 
deny that thou knowest me. 

And he said unto them, When I sent you 
without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked 
ye any thing? And they said. Nothing. Then 
said he unto them. But now, he that hath a 
purse, let liim take it, and lilcewise his scrip : 
and he that hath no sword, let him sell his 
garment, and buy one. For I say unto you, 
that this that is written must yet be accom- 
plished in me. And he was reckoned among 
the transgressors : for the things concerning 
me have an end. And they said. Lord, be- 
hold, here are two swords. And he said unto 
them. It is enough. 

Gethsemane 

And he came out, and went, as he was 
wont, to the mount of Olives; and Ms dis- 
ciples also followed him. And when he was 
at the place, he said unto them. Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation. And he was with- 
drawn from them about a stone’s cast, and 
kneeled down, and prayed, saying. Father, if 
thou be willing, remove tMs cup from me : 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
And there appeared an angel unto Mm from 

heaven, strengthemng Mm. And being in an 
agony he prayed more earnestly: and Ms 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. And when he 
rose up from prayer, and was come to Ms 
disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, 
and said unto them. Why sleep ye? rise and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

The Arrest 

And while he yet spake, behold a multi- 
twelve, went before them, and drew near 
Jesus to kiss Mm. But Tesus said unm 


And one of them smote the servant of the 
Mgh priest, and cut off Ms right ear. And 
Jesus answered and said. Suffer ye thus far. 
And he touched Ms ear, and healed Mm. 
Then Jesus said unto the cMef priests, and 
captains of the temple, and the elders, wMch 
were come to Mm, Be ye come out, as against 
a tMef, with swords and staves? When I 
was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched 
forth no hands against me: but tMs is your 
hour, and the power of darkness. 

The House of the High Priest 

Then took they Mm, and led Mm, and 
brought him into the Mgh priest’s house. 
And Peter followed afar off. And when they 
had kindled a fire in the midst of the hah, 
and were set down together, Peter sat down 
among them.^ But a certain maid beheld him 
as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked 
upon Mm, and said, TMs man was also with 
Mm. And he demed Mm, saying. Woman, 

I know Mm not. And after a little wMle 
another saw Mm, and said. Thou art also of 
them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. And 
about the space of one hour after another 
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth tMs 
fellow also was with Mm: for he is a Gah- 
laan. And Peter said, Man, I know not what 
thou sayest. And immediately, wMle he yet 
spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter. And Peter remem- 
bered the word of the Lord, how he Had said 
unto Mm, Before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly. 

And the men that held Jesus mocked him, 
and smote Mm. And when they had blind- 
folded Mm, they struck Mm on the face, and 
asked Mm, saying. Prophesy, who is it that 
smote thee? And many other things blas- 
phemously spake they against him. 

And as soon as it was day, the elders of 


Art thou then the Son of God? And he said 
unto them^ Ye say that I am. And they said^ 
What need we any further witness? for we 
ourselves have heard of his own mouth. 

The Judgement Hall 

And the whole multitude of them aroscj 
and led him unto Pilate. And they began to 
accuse him^, saying^, We foimd this fellow 
perverting the nation^, and forbidding to give 
tribute to C^sar^ saying that he himself is 
Christ a King. And Pilate asked him> say- 
ings Art thou the King of the Jews? And 
he answered him and said^ Thou sayest it. 
Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to 
the people^ I find no fault in this man. And 
they were the more fierce, saying. He stirreth 
up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, 
beginning from Galilee to this place. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the 
man were a Galilaean. And as soon as he 
knew that he belonged unto Herod’s juris- 
diction, he sent him to Herod, who himself 
also was at Jerusalem at that time. 

Jesus Taken to Herod 

And v/hen Herod saw Jesus, he was ex- 
ceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him 
of a long season, because he had heard many 
things of liimi and he hoped to have seen 
some miracle done by him. Then he ques- 
tioned with him in many words; but he 
answered him nothing. And the chief priests 
and scribes stood and vehemently accused 
him. And Herod with his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to 
Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod 
were made friends together: for before they 
were at enmity between themselves. 

Pilate and the People 

And Pilate, when he had called together 
the chief priests and the rulers and the 
people, said unto them. Ye have brought this 
man unto me, as one that perverteth the 
people: and, behold, I, having examined 
him before you, have found no fault in this 
man touching those things whereof ye accuse 
him: no, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to 
him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is 
done unto him, I will therefore chastise him, 
and release him. (For of necessity he must 
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release one unto them at the feast.) And 
they cried out all at once, saying. Away with 
this man, and release unto us Barabbas : (who 
for a certain sedition made in the city, and 
for murder, was cast into prison.) Pilate 
therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake 
again to them. But they cried, saying, 

: Crucify him, crucify him. And he said unto 
them the third time. Why, what evil hath he 
done? I have found no cause of death in 
him: I will therefore chastise him, and let 
him go. And they were instant with loud 
voices, requiring that he might be crucified. 
And the voices of them and of the chief 
priests prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence 
that it should be as they required. . And he 
released unto them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison, whom they had 
desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 

Simon^ the Cross-bearer 

And as they led him away, they laid hold 
upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of 
the country, and on him they laid the cross, 
that he might bear it after Jesus. 

And there followed him a great company 
of people, and of women, which also bewailed 
and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto 
them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for 
your children. For, behold, the days are 
coming, in the which they shall say. Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs diat never 
bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 
Then shall they begin to say to the moun- 
tains, Fall on us; and to the hills. Cover us. 
For if they do these things in a green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry? 

And there were also two other, male- 
factors, led with him to be put to death. 

Calvary 

And when they were come to the place, 
which is called Calvary, there they crucified 
him, and the malefactors, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left. Then said 
Jesus, Father, forgive thein; for they know 
not what they do, And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood 
beholding. And the rulers also with them 
derided him, saying. He saved others; let 
him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen 
of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, 
coming to him, and offering him vinegar. 
And saying. If thou be the king of the Jews, 
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save thyself. And a superscription also was 
written over him in letters of Greek, and 
Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 

And one of the malefactors which were 
hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other 
answering rebuked him, saying. Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for 
we receive the due reward of our deeds : but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. And he 
said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him. Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

The Death of Jesus 

And it was about the sixth hour, and there 
was a darkness over all the earth until the 
ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and 
the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, 
he said. Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up 
the ghost. Now when the centurion saw 
what was done, he glorified God, saying, 


Certainly this was a righteous man. And all 
the people that came together to that sight, 
beholding the things which were done, smote 
their breasts, and returned. And all his 
acquaintance, and the women that followed 
him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding 
these things. 

The Burial 

And, behold, there was a man named 
Joseph, a counsellor ; and he was a good man, 
and a just: (the same had not consented to 
the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 
Arimathaea, a city of the Jews : who also him- 
self waited for the kingdom of God. This 
man went imto Pilate, and begged the body 
of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped 
it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was 
hewn in stone, wherein never man before 
was laid. And that day was the preparation, 
and the sabbath drew on. And the women 
also, which came with him from Galilee, 
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and 
how his body was laid. And they returned, 
and prepared spices and ointments; and 
rested the sabbath day according to the 
commandment. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 


SL Luke 24, 1-53 


The veil that hides the spiritual sphere from mortal sense is renU and for a short while 
the reality of the heavenly realm is revealed, Man^s destiny is God, At the tomb he 
does but exchange his earthly woru'-out garment of corruptible flesh for an incorruptible 
mode of being with which God clothes His people for their exalted and eternal life 
with Him. 


NOW upon the first day of the week, very 
early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulchre, bringing die spices which they 
had prepared, and certain others with them. 
And they found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulchre. And they entered in, and 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And 
it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments : and as they were afraid, 
and bowed down their faces to the earth, they 
said unto them. Why seek ye the Hving 
among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen: remember how he spake unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The 
Son of man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again. And they remembered his 


words, and returned from the sepulchre, and 
told all these things unto the eleven, and to 
all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and 
other women that were with them, which 
told these things unto the apostles. And 
their words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. Then arose Peter, 
and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping 
down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themselves, and departed, wondering in him- 
self at that which was come to pass. 

Abide with Us 

And, behold, two of them went that same 
day to a village called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 
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And they talked together of all these things 
which had happened. And it came to pass> 
thata while they communed together and 
reasoned^ Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were holden that 
they should not know him. And he said unto 
them. What manner of communications are 
these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, 
and are sad? And the one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answering said unto him. 
Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and 
hast not known the things which are come 
to pass there in these days? And he said 
unto them, What things? And they said 
unto him. Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people: and 
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered 
him to be condemned to death, and have 
crucified him. But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel: 
and beside all this, to day is the third day 
since these things were done. Yea, and cer- 
tain women also of our company made us 
astonished, which were early at the sepulchre ; 
and when they found not his body, they 
came, saying, that they had also seen a vision 
of angels, which said that he was alive. And 
certain of them which were with us went to 
the sepulchre, and found it even so as the 
women had said: but him they saw not. 
Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow 
of heart to believe aU that the prophets have 
spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory? 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expoimded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself. And they 
drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
went: and he made as though he would have 
gone further. But they constrained him, say- 
ing, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent. And he went in to 
tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he 
sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to tliem. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew him; 
and he vanished out of their sight. And they 
said one to another, Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scrip- 
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tures? And they rose up the same hour, and 
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with 
them, saying. The Lord is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon. And they told what 
things were done in the way, and how he 
was known of them in breaking of bread. 

Peace Be Unto You 

And as they thus spake, Jesus himself 
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto 
them, Peace be imto you. But they were 
terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit. And he said unto 
them. Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have. And when he had 
thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and 
his feet. And while they yet believed not for 
joy, and wondered, he said unto them. Have 
ye here any meat? And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 
And he took it, and did eat before them. 

And he said rmto them. These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be ful- 
filled, which were written in the law of 
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me. Then opened he 
their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures, and said unto them. 
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day: and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things. And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 
from onhigh. 

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, 
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while he blessed them, 
he was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple, praising 
and blessing God, Amen. 
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THE HOMELAND OF JESUS 

Showing approximately thesitmtionoftheplacesHevisited,andthe roads between them, 

Nazareth to Jerusalem, avoiding Samaria, c. 85 miles. 

« 35 through „ c. 65 „ 

3, Capernaum, c. 20 miles. 

Capernaum to Gassarea Philippi, c. 28 miles, 

Nazareth to Cana, c. 4 miles. 


Jerusalem to Bethlehem, c. 6 miles. 
,3 Bethany, c. 2 miles, 

„ Jericho, c. 16 miles, 

„ Emmaus, c, 7 miles. 

„ Sychar, c. 31 xniles. 




ST. JOHN 

ETERNAL GLORY TRANSFIGURES OUR DAYS 

John tells the story of Jesus in another way^ and from another standpoint. Some years 
have passed since Matthew^ Mark^ and Luke wrote their gospels^ which^ happily for usy 
possess the vividness of direct narratives. But the time has come for an illuminating 
portrait-study to be made that will take its place by the side of these earlier graphic 
sketches. Much had happened in the intervening years. The experience of the followers 
of Jesus had widened. It had gradually become evident that the glory of His earthly 
life was but the first gleam of the glory that dwelt within Him and that their spiritual 
fellowship was bringing to light. They were discovering the inner greatness of their 
Lord: His divine nature and^ in iU the manifestation of the infinite love and eternal 
life of God; His moral majesty^ which gave new meanings authority ^ and power to the 
law that had been written in the hearts of men. But it was the discovery of His abiding 
Presence^ of His union with them through His indwelling Spirit that was having the 
most transforming influence upon their lives ^ and making them feel they must deepen 
and enlarge their conception of His Gospel. This Jesus^ who had lived and died among 
men:, was indeed the ever-living Lord of Life:, the Source and Support of Life Eternal. 
So when it became Johns's turn to write:, it was the revelation of His Lord's inner glory 
that he sought to make known. The story of the historic Jesus had been told by the 
others^ and told well. It was all that was needed as a basis for faith. But for those 
who long for closer fellowship he must set forth the glory of the Living Lord* 


THE DIVINE GLORY 

I N the beginning was the Word,’^ and the 
Word was with God^ and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness 5 and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. There was a man sent 
from Goda whose name was John. The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that ah men through him might 
believe. He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light. That was 
the true Light, which Hghteth every man 
that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto his 


St.John 1 , 1-18 

own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace ^d 
truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, 
saying, This was he of whom I spake. He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me : for he 
was before me. And of his fulness have aU 
we received, and grace for grace. For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hatli declared him. 


* Many attempts have been made to find an English term that would adequately express the meaning of the 
Greek word -which is the word used in the original manuscripts— and at the same time give the reader 

a clear conception of the divine mystery that the writer was trying to make known. The term used here 
cannot carry all that is contained in the Greek Logos, but up to the present no better word has been found 
than that which was adopted for the Authorized Version. The whole subject is too complex to be dealt with 
in a footnote, and tiie reader is referred to the standard commentaries. 
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GLORY THAT BRIGHTENS MAN’S OUTLOOK 


ST. JOHN 


CHAPTERS 1, 19—2, 12 


After an opening hymn^ the first line of which — Hn the beginning^— carries us back to 
the days of Creation^ John describes the events of seven days at the beginning of our 
hordes ministry. At the end of his gospel he narrates at length the days of the last week 
of the ministry:^ the Passion Week, Apparently^ to John^s mind^ these days of the Gospel 
and of Creation^ and all the days in between:^ are significantly linked together, Hefelt^ 
as we do y that behind all our days there must he some divine idea that God^ in time^ is 
working out. But who knows that thought or purpose ? Can anyone put it into words ? 
Then it flashed upon him: * The Word {or Thought) was made flesh and dwelt among us^^ 
As words express or reveal man^s silent^ hidden thought^ so Jesus^ in His person^ is the 
divine Wordy the expression of God^s thought and willy the revelation of the mystery 
that has for ages been hidden in Creation. Now greater things are to happen. The 
purpose revealed is about to he realized. Like the water at CanUy marCs life is to be 
transformed. 


The First Day 

M ND this is the record of John, when 
/% . the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him^ Who 
.A art thou? And he confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not the 
Christ. And they asked him. What then? 
Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am 
not. Art thou that prophet? And he an- 
sweredj No. Then said they unto him, 
Who art thou? that we may give an answer 
to them that sent us. What sayest thou of 
thyself? He said, I am the voice of one cry- 
ing in the wilderness, Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. And 
they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 
And they asked him, and said unto him. 
Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet ? John 
answered them, saying, I baptize with water: 
but there standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not; he it is, who coming after me 
is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latehet 
I am not worthy to unloose. These tilings 
were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

The Second Day 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming 
unto him, and saith. Behold the Lamb of 


God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
This is he of whom I said, After me cometh 
a man which is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. And I knew him not: but 
that he should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it abode upon him. And I knew him 
not: but he that sent me to baptize with 
water, the same said unto me. Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, 
and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

The Third Day 

Again the next day after John stood, and 
two of his disciples; and looMng upon Jesus 
as he walked, he saith. Behold the Lamb of 
God! And the two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus 
turned, and saw them following, and saith 
unto them. What seek ye? They said imto 
him. Rabbi, (which is to say, being inter- 
preted, Master,) where dwellest thou? He 
saith unto them. Gome and see. They came 
and saw where he dwelt, and abode with liim 
that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 
One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
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Every dawn brings nearer His Day, 


brother. He first findeth his own brother 
Simon^ and saith unto him. We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said. Thou art 
Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

The Fourth Day 

The day following Jesus would go forth 
into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 
unto him, Follow me. Now Philip was of 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
PhiHp findeth Nathanael, and saith unto 
him. We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And 
Nathanael said unto him. Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth? PhiHp 
saith unto him. Come and see. Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 
Behold an IsracHte indeed, in whom is no 
guile! Nathanael saith unto liim. Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said 
imto him. Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto 
him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou 
art the King of Israel. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Because I said imto thee, I 
saw thee under the fig tree, behevest thou? 
thou shalt see greater things than these. And 
he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you. Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man. 


The Last Three Days 

Two of them would he taken up by the jour-* 
ney from Bethsaida to Cana. 

And the third day there was a marriage 
in Cana of GaHlee; and the mother of Jesus 
was there: and both Jesus was called, and his 
disciples, to the marriage. And when they 
wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him. They have no wine. Jesus saith unto 
her. Woman, what have I to do with thee? 
mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith 
unto the servants. Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do it. And there were set there six 
waterpots of stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or 
three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, 
Fill the waterpots with water. And they 
filled them up to the brim. And he saith 
unto them. Draw out now, and bear unto 
the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 
When the ruler of the feast had tasted the 
water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was : (but the servants which drew 
the water knew;) the governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, and saith imto him. 
Every man at the beginning doth set forth 
good wine; and when men have well drunk, 
then that which is worse: but thou hast kept 
the good wine until now. This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth his glory; and his disciples 
believed on him. 

After this he went down to Capernaum, 
he, and his mother, and his brethren, and 
his disciples: and they continued there not 
many days. 
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F R O M Y E A R T O YEAR 

THE GLORY THAT EXALTS MAN’S LIFE 


ST. JOHN 


CHAPTERS 2 , 13— 11 , 57 


Jesus was not only the Lights hut also the Life of men. As the Lights He made known 
the truth. He was the Truth of God and man: of what God is^ and what man should 
be; of the life that is in God and may be in man. He is the truth of this life:, because 
as the Son of God the life of God dwells in Him in reality andperfection. When:, therefore:, 
God sent Him as His gift to man:, it was life:, God Himself y that He was 

giving usy in and through His Son. But life can be communicated only by contact. That 
is why the Son of God became fleshy to make contact with usy the closest contact; that 
which comes when friend holds fellowship with friendy and in confiding y trusting com-- 
munion each opens his heart to the other. It is then that a man gives himself y and the essen- 
tial spirit of the life that is in him. So it isy by intimate communion and through heart 
to heart friendshipy that Christ imparts His spirity the life from Gody the life divincy 
to us. In His talks with men He frequently described it as the life eternaly a description 
that makes us feel how temporaly how slight and poor in experience and quality y is any 
other life; so that we can no longer look upon our naturaly temporal life as the whole 
of our existence. 


A SPRING FESTIVAL 

^ND the Jews’ passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
and found in the temple those that 
. sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the changers of money sitting: and 
when he had made a scourge of small cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, and 
the sheep, and the oxen^ and poured out 
the changers’ money, and overthrew the 
tables; and said unto them that sold doves. 
Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchandise. 
And his disciples remembered that it was 
written. The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up. Then answered the Jews and said 
unto him. What sign shewest thou imto us, 
seeing that thou doest these things? Jesus 
answered and said unto them. Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was 
this temple in building, and wilt thou rear 
it up in three days? But he spake of the 
temple of his body. When therefore he was 
risen from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this unto them; and they 
believed the scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said. 


St.John 2 , 13—4, 54 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed in 
his name, when they saw the miracles which 
he did. But Jesus did not commit himself 
imto them, because he knew all men, and 
needed not that any should testify of man: 
for he knew what was in man. 


A New Birth 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the same 
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him. 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God : for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. Nicodemus saith unto him. How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be bom? Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee. Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is bom of 


the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said 
unto thecj Ye must be born again. The wind 
bloweth where it listetha and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometha and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus 
answered and said unto him^ How can these 
things be? Jesus answered and said unto 
him^ Art thou a master of Israel^ and knowest 
not these things? Verily^ verily^ I say unto 
thee^ We speak that we do know, and testify 
that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness. If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I 
tell you of heavenly things? And no man 
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven. And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up : that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved. 
He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they are wrought in 
God. 

A New Baptism 

After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized. And 
John also was baptizing in iEnon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there: 
and they came, and were baptized. For John 
was not yet cast into prison. Then there 
arose a question between some of John’s 
disciples and the Jews about purifying. And 
they came unto John, and said tmto him. 
Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, 
to whom thou barest witness, behold, the 


ST. JOHN 4, 8 

same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 
John answered and said, A man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 
Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 
I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before 
him. He that hath the bride is the bride- 
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must 
increase, but I must decrease. 

He that cometh from above is above all: 
he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh 
of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all. And what he hath seen and heard, 
that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his 
testimony. He that hath received his testi- 
mony hath set to his seal that God is true. 
For he whom God hath sent speaketh the 
words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure unto him. The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given aU things into his hand. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life : and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him. 

WATER OF LIFE St. John 4, 1-42 

We think of water as cleansing and refreshing ^ 
hut the word as a symbol would strike the 
Oriental mind with much more force. He has 
seen the miraculous change of life springing 
from deaths when the rains have fallen on the 
arid desertyor the hard^ parched ground has 
been irrigated. Water to him is a life-giver ^ 
and can make the desert blossom as a rose. 
Jesus applies this vivid figure of speech to 
the Life Spirit^ the Holy Spirit that is in Him 
and that He has the power to impart. 

When therefore the Lord knew how the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John, (though 
Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 
he left Judsea, and departed again into 
Galilee. And he must needs go through 
Samaria, Then cometh he to a city of 
Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the 
parcel of groimd that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus 
therefore, being wearied witli his journey, 
sat thus on the well : and it was about the 
sixth hour. There cometh a woman of 
Samaria to draw water : Jesus saith unto her. 
Give me to drink. (For his disciples were 
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saith unto him. Go thy ways thy son liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jesus 
had spoken unto him^ and he went his way. 
And as he was now going down, his servants 
met him, and told him, saying. Thy son 
liveth. Then enquired he of them the hour 
when he began to amend. And they said 


ST. JOHN 5, 20 

unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the 
fever left him. So the father knew that it 
was at the same hour, in the which Jesus 
said unto him. Thy son liveth: and himself 
believed, and Us whole house. This is again 
the second miracle that Jesus did, when he 
was come out of Jud^a into Galilee. 


ANOTHER FESTIVAL Stjohn 5 , i— 6 , 71 

It is unnamed^ and various suggestions have been made. Every festival has its advocates. 
But the important thing to observe is the way the evangelist threads the revelation of 
Eternal Life through the seasons that mark the passing of time. It is not the festival 
of one year^ but of several years^, that he mentions; and it would appear that he framed 
his narrative on these lines^ because^ to his mind:, this was the method that Jesus Himself 
had followed. He perceived that there was a close connexion between the revelations 
given at the different festivals and the occasions that the festivals celebrated. The 
Passover mentioned in the previous section^ had a nature-^association with the coming 
of life in the spring’-time^ and an historical association with the liberating passage of 
Israel through the Red Sea. If the unnamed festival of this section were Pentecost:^ 
celebrating the beginning of the wheat harvest and the revelation given at Sinaia then 
the words of Jesus at this time have striking significance. 


AFTER this there was a feast of the Jews; 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep 
market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew 
tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In 
these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, 
of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the 
moving of the water. For an angel went 
down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water: whosoever then first 
after the troubling of the water stepped in 
was made whole of whatsoever disease he 
had. And a certain man was there, which 
had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he 
had been now a long time in that case, he 
saith unto him. Wilt thou be made whole? 
The impotent man answered him. Sir, I have 
no man, when the water is troubled, to put 
me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. Jesus 
saith imto him. Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk. And immediately the man was made 
whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and 
on the same day was the sabbath. 

The Jews therefore said unto him that 
was cured. It is the sabbath day: it is not 
lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered 
them, He that made me whole, the same said 
unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. Then 


asked they him. What man is that which said 
unto thee. Take up thy bed, and walk? And 
he that was healed wist not who it was: for 
Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multi- 
tude being in that place. Afterward Jesus 
findeth him in the temple, and said unto him. 
Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 
lest a worse thing come unto thee. The man 
departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, 
which had made him whole. And therefore 
did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to 
slay him, because he had done these things 
on the sabbath day. But Jesus answered 
them. My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work. Therefore the Jews sought the 
more to kill him, because he not only had 
broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father, making himself equal with 
God. . 

Tiw Source of Life 

Then answered Jesus and said unto them. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can 
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise. For the 
Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and he will shew 
him greater works than these, that ye may 
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marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the 
deada and quickeneth them; even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will. For the Father 
judgeth no man^ but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son: that all men should 
honour the Son^ even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which hath sent 
him. Verily^ verily^ I say unto you^ He that 
heareth my word^ and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life^ and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life. Verily^ verily^, I say unto 
you. The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live. For as 
the Father hath life in himself; so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself; and 
hath given him authority to execute judg- 
ment also, because he is the Son of man. 
Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life ; and they that have done evil, imto the 
resurrection of damnation. 

I can of mine own self do nothing: as 
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; 
because I seek not mine own will, but the 
will of the Father which hath sent me. If I 
bear witness of myself, my witness is not 
true. There is another that beareth witness 
of me; and I know that the witness which 
he witnesseth of me is true. Ye sent unto 
John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 
But I receive not testimony from man: but 
these things I say, that ye might be saved. 
He was a burning and a shining light: and 
ye were wiUing for a season to rejoice in his 
light. But I have greater witness than that 
of John : for the works which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the same works that I do, 
bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me. And the Father himself, which hath 
sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have 
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen 
his shape. And ye have not his word abiding 
in you : for whom he hath sent, him ye believe 
not. Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me. And ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have life. I receive not 
honour from men. But I know you, that ye 
have not the love of God in you. I am come 
in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not ; 
if another shall come in his own name, him 


ye will receive. How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another, and seek not 
the honour that cometh from God only? Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the 
Father: there is one that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye 
believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my 
words ? 


BREAD OF LIFE St.John 6, 1-71 

Jf water gives freshness and vigour^, bread 
nourishes and sustains. Both are vital necessi^ 
ties. Man cannot live without them. His body 
knows hunger. So does his soul: the hunger for 
God^ for truth and love^ for righteousness and 
peace^ for Joy and courage. And these are the 
needs that Christ satisfies with the Bread of 
Heaven^ which is Himself. He strengthens and 
supports those who take His living Spirit into 
their hearts^ who receive His words and live 
by them. 

After these things Jesus went over the sea 
of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And 
a great multitude followed him, because they 
saw his miracles which he did on tliem that 
were diseased. And Jesus went up into a 
moimtain, and there he sat with his disciples. 
And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was 
nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, 
and saw a great company come unto him, 
he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat? And this he said 
to prove him: for he himself knew what he 
would do. Philip answered him, Two hun- 
dred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient 
for them, that every one of them may take a 
little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, saith unto him. There is a 
lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and 
two small fishes; but what are they among 
so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit 
down. Now there was much grass in the 
place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the 
loaves; and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were set down; and likewise of 
the fishes as much as they would. When 
they were filled, he said iinto his disciples. 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them 
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together^ and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley loaves^ which 
remained over and above unto them that had 
eaten. Then those men, when they had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did^ said. This is of a 
truth that prophet that should come into the 
world. 

When Jesus therefore perceived that they 
would come and take him by force^ to make 
him a king^ he departed again into a moun- 
tain himself alone. 

The Presence of Jesus 

And when even was now comCy his dis- 
ciples went down unto the sea^ and entered 
into a ship3 and went over the sea toward 
Capernaum. And it was now dark^ and Jesus 
was not come to them. And the sea arose by 
reason of a great wind that blew. So when 
they had rowed about five and twenty or 
thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on 
the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: 
and they were afraid. But he saith unto 
them. It is I; be not afraid. Then they 
willingly received him into the ship: and 
immediately the ship was at the land whither 
they went. 

I am the Bread from Heaven 

The day following, when the people which 
stood on the other side of the sea saw that 
there was none other boat there, save that 
one whereinto his disciples were entered, 
and that Jesus went not with his disciples 
into the boat, but that his disciples were gone 
away alone; (howbeit there came other boats 
from Tiberias nigh unto the place where 
they did eat bread, after that the Lord had 
given thanks:) when the people therefore 
saw that Jesus was ^plt there, neither his 
disciples, they also took shipping, and came 
to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when 
they had foimd him on the other side of the 
sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when earnest 
thou hither? Jesus answered them and said. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you. Ye seek me, 
not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for him hath God the Father 
sealed. Then said they unto him. What shall 
we do, that we might work the works of God ? 


ST. JOHN 6 , 51 

Jesus answered and said unto them. This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. They said therefore 
unto him. What sign shewest thou then, that 
we may see, and believe thee ? what dost thou 
work? Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert; as it is written. He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto 
them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven; but 
my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world. Then said they unto him. 
Lord, evermore give us this bread. And 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life : 
he that cometh to me shall never h\mger; 
and he that beHeveth on me shall never 
thirst. But I said unto you. That ye also 
have seen me, and believe not. All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
For I came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me. 
And this is the Father’s will which hath sent 
me, that of all which he hath given me I 
should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. And this is the will of 
him that sent me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life : and I will raise him up at the 
last day. 

The Jews then murmured at him, because 
he said, I am the bread which came down 
from heaven. And they said. Is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? how is it then that he 
saith, I came down from heaven? Jesus 
therefore answered and said xanto them. 
Murmur not among yourselves. No man 
can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him: and I wiH raise him 
up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall be all taught of 
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me. Not that any man hath seen the Father, 
save he which is of God, he hath seen the 
Father. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I 
am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This 
is the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not 
die. I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven; if any man eat of this bread. 
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ST. JOHN 6, 5x 

he shall live for ever: and the bread that I 
will give is my fleshy which I will give for 
the life of the world. 

The Jews therefore strove among them- 
selvesa saying> How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat? Then Jesus said imto them^ 
Verily^ verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the 
last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him. As the living Fatlier 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so 
he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
This is that bread which came down from 
heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead : he that eateth of this bread shall 
live for ever. These things said he in the 
synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 

Many therefore of his disciples, when they 
had heard this, said. This is an hard say- 
ing; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in 


himself that his disciples murmured at it, he 
said unto them. Doth this offend you? What 
and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before ? It is the spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life. But there are some of you 
that beheve not. For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him. And he said. 
Therefore said I unto you, that no man can 
come unto me, except it were given unto 
him of my Father. 

From that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him. Then 
said Jesus xmto the twelve. Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered him. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God. Jesus answered them. 
Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of 
you is a devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot 
the son of Simon: for he it was that should 
betray him, being one of the twelve. 


AN AUTUMN FESTIVAL St John 1, i—\Q, 21 

Tin Feast of the Tabernacles^ the most popular of all the festivals:, came at the crown 
of the year j when all the produce of the fields and vineyards had been gathered in. 
During the celebration the people lived in booths:, or improvised shelters^ made of the 
houghs and branches of trees:, as a memorial of the Wandering in the Wilderness. 
An impressive feature of this feast apparently afforded Jesus the opportunity He 
desired of presenting another aspect of the truth He came to reveal. It was the custom 
at the close of the day for the worshippers to light:, in one of the courts^ the large 
golden four-branched candlesticks^ so that the Temple area at night time might be 
aglow with light. 


AFTER these things Jesus walked in Galilee: 
for he would not walk in Jewry, because the 
Jews sought to kill him. Now the Jews’ 
feast of tabernacles was at hand. His brethren 
therefore said unto him. Depart hence, and 
go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may 
see the works that thou doest. For there is 
no man tliat doeth any thing in secret, and 
he himself seeketh to be known openly. If 
thou do these things, shew thyself to the 
world. For neither did his brethren believe 
in him. Then Jesus said unto them. My 
time is not yet come: but your time is iway 
ready. The world cannot hate you; but me 
it hateth, because I testify of it, that the 
works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this 


feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my 
time is not yet full come. When he had said 
these words unto them, he abode still in 
Galilee. 

But when his brethren were gone up, then 
went he also up unto the feast, not openly, 
but as it were in secret. Then the Jews 
sought him at the feast, and said. Where is 
he? And there was much murmuring among 
the people concerning him: for some said. 
He is a good man: others said. Nay; but he 
deceiveth the people, Howbeit no man spake 
openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

Now about the midst of the feast Jesus 
went up into the temple, and taught. And 
the Jews marvelled, saying. How knoweth 







EVERY SEASON OF THE YEAR RECALLS HIS MESSAGE 

Out Lord makes the shepherd^ s tender care^ the reaper^ s sheaves and joy of harvest^ bring 
to mind with thankfulness and trust God^s greater gifts of life and love. 


this man letters, having never learned? Jesus 
answered them, and said. My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me* If any man will 
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh 
his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory 
that sent him, the same is true, and no un- 
righteousness is in him. Did not Moses give 
you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the 
law? Why go ye about to kill me? The 
people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: 
who goeth about to kill thee? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, I have done one work, 
and ye all marvel. Moses therefore gave 
unto you circumcision; (not because it is of 
Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the 
sabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on 


the sabbath day receive circumcision, that 
the law of Moses should not be broken; are 
ye angry at me, because I have made a man 
every whit whole on the sabbath day? Judge 
not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment. 

Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is 
not this he, whom they seek to kill? But, lo, 
he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing 
unto hirii. Do the rulers know indeed that 
this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know 
this man whence he is: but when Christ 
cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. 
Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, 
saying. Ye both know me, and ye know 
whence I am: and I am not come of myself, 
but he that sent me is true, whom ye know 
not. But I know him: for I am from him. 
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ST. JOHN 7, 29 

and he hath sent me. Then they sought to 
take him: but no man laid hands on him^ 
because his hour was not yet come. And 
many of the people believed on him^ and 
saidj When Christ comethj will he do more 
miracles than these which this man hath 
done? The Pharisees heard that the people 
murmured such things concerning him^ and 
the Pharisees and the chief priests sent 
ofiicers to take him. Then said Jesus unto 
themj Yet a little while am I with you, and 
then I go unto him that sent me. Ye shall 
seek me, and shall not find me : and where 
I am, thither ye cannot come. Then said the 
Jews among themselves. Whither will he go, 
that we shall not find him? will he go unto 
the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach 
the Gentiles ? What manner of saying is this 
that he said. Ye shall seek me, and shall not 
find me : and where I am, thither ye cannot 
come? 

This is the Christ 

In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried, saying. If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He 
that beHeveth on me, as the scripture hath 
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him should receive : for 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified.) Many of 
the people therefore, when they heard this 
, said. Of a truth this is the Pro- 
Others said, This is the Christ. But 
Christ come out of GaHlee? 
re said That Christ 
David, "and out of the 
/here David was? So 


Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth 
no prophet. And every man went unto his 
own house. 

The Testimony of Conscience 

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. And 
early in the morning he came again into the 
temple, and all the people came unto him; 
and he sat down, and taught them. And the 
scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a 
woman taken in adultery; and when they had 
set her in the midst, they say unto him. 
Master, this woman was taken in adultery, 
in the very act. Now Moses in the law com- 
manded us, that such should be stoned: but 
what sayest thou? This they said, tempting 
him, that they might have to accuse him. 
But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger 
wrote on the groxmd, as though he heard 
them not. So when they continued asking 
him, he lifted up himself, and said unto 
them, He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her. And again he 
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
And they which heard it, being convicted 
by their own conscience, went out one by 
one, beginmng at the eldest, even unto the 
last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst. When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, and saw none but the 
woman, he said imto her, Womanj where 
are those thine accusers? hath no man con- 
demned thee? She said. No man, Lord. 
And Jesus said unto her. Neither do I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more. 


shall have the light of life* The Pharisees 
therefore said unto himj, Thou bearest record 
of thyself; thy record is not true, Jesus 
answered and said unto them^ Though I bear 
record of myself, yet my record is true: for 
I know whence I came, and wliither I go; 
but ye camiot tell whence I come^ and 
whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I 
judge no man. And yet if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I 
and the Father that sent me. It is also 
written in your law, that the testimony of 
two men is true. I am one that bear witness 
of myself, and the Father that sent me 
beareth witness of me. Then said they tonto 
him. Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, 
Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye 
had known me, ye should have known my 
Father also. These words spake Jesus in the 
treasury, as he taught in the temple : and no 
man laid hands on him; for his hour was 
not yet come. 


Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my 
way, and ye shah, seek me, and shall die in 
your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 
Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? 
because he saith. Whither I go, ye cannot 
come. And he said unto them. Ye are from 
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this 
world; I am not of this world. I said there- 
fore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: 
for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins. Then said they unto him. 
Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them. 
Even the same that I said unto you from the 
beginning. I have many things to say and 
to judge of you: but he that sent me is true ; 
and I speak to the world those things which 
I have heard of him. They understood not 
that he spake to them of the Father. Then 
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted 
up the Son of man, then shall ye know that 
I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but 
as my Father hath taught me, I speak these 
things. And he that sent me is with me: the 
Father hath not left me alone; for I do 
always those things that please him. As he 
spake these words, many beHeved on him. 
Then said Jesus to those Jews which 
believed on him. If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. They answered him. We be 


ST. JOHN 8, 54 

Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man: how sayest thou. Ye shah be 
made free? Jesus answered them. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commit- 
teth sin is the servant of sin. And the 
servant abideth not in the house for ever: 
but the Son abideth ever. If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; 
but ye seek to kill me, because my word 
hath no place in you. I speak that which I 
have seen with my Father: and ye do that 
which ye have seen with your father. They 
answered and said unto him, Abraham is our 
father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the works 
of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a 
man that hath told you the truth, which I 
have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said 
they to him. We be not born of fornication; 
we have one Father, even God. Jesus said 
imto them. If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I proceeded forth and 
came from God; neither came I of myself, 
but he sent me. Why do ye not understand 
my speech? even because ye cannot hear 
my word. Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a He, he 
speaketh of his own; for he is a Har, and the 
father of it. And because I tell you truth, 
ye beHeve me not. Which of you convinceth 
me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do 
ye not believe me ? He that is of God heareth 
God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, 
because ye are not of God. Then answered 
the Jews, and said unto him. Say we not well 
that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 
Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I 
honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 
And I seek not mine own glory: there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you. If a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death. Then said the Jews 
rmto him. Now we know that thou hast a 
devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; 
and thou sayest. If a man keep my sayings 
he shall never taste of death. Art thou 
greater than o\ir father Abraham, which is 
dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 
makest thou thyself ? Jesus answered. If I 
honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is 
my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye 


The Self'-revelation of Jesus 
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ST, JOHN 8, 54 

say^ that he is your God: yet ye have not 
known him^ but I know him: and if I should 
sayj I know him not, 1 shall be a liar like 
unto you: but I know him, and keep his 
saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then 
said the Jews unto him. Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
Jesus said unto them. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you. Before Abraham was, I am. Then 
took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus 
hid himself, and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by. 

Man Born Blind 

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man 
which was blind from his birth. And his 
disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did 
sin, this man, or his parents, that he was 
born blind? Jesus answered. Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor his parents: but that 
the works of God should be made manifest 
in him. I must work the works of him that 
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work. As long as I bn in 
the world, I am the light of the world. When 
he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, 
and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay, and 
said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam, (which is by interpretation. Sent.) 
He went his way therefore, and washed, and 
came seeing. The neighbours therefore, and 
they which before had seen him that he was 
blind, said. Is not this he that sat and begged ? 
Some said. This is he: others said. He is Hlce 
him; but he said, I am he. Therefore said 
they unto him, How were thine eyes opened ? 
He answered and said, A man that is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, 
and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, 
and wash: and I went and washed, and I 
received sight. Then said they unto him. 
Where is he? He said, I know not. 

Cast Out by Pharisees 

They brought to the Pharisees him that 
aforetime was blind. And it was the sabbath 
day when Jesus made the clay, and opened 
his eyes. Then again the Pharisees also 
asked him how he had received his sight. He 
said unto them. He put clay upon mine eyes, 
and I washed, and do see. Therefore said 
some of the Pharisees, This man is not of 


God, because he keepeth not the sabbath 
day. Others said, How can a man that is a 
siimer do such miracles? And there was a 
division among them. They say unto the 
blind man again. What sayest thou of him, 
that he hath opened thine eyes? He said. He 
is a prophet. But the Jews did not believe 
concerning him, that he had been blind, and 
received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him that had received his sight. 
And they asked them, saying, Is this your 
son, who ye say was born blind? how then 
doth he now see? His parents answered 
them and said. We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind: but by what 
means he now seeth, we know not; or who 
hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of 
age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 
These words spake his parents, because they 
feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 
already, that if any man did confess that he 
was Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue. Therefore said his parents. He 
is of age; ask him. Then again called they 
the man that was bHnd, and said unto him, 
Give God the praise: we know that this man 
is a sinner. He answered and said. Whether 
he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing 
I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 
Then said ihey to him again, What did he 
to thee? how opened he thine eyes? He 
answered them, I have told you already, and 
ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it 
again? will ye also be his disciples? Then 
they reviled him, and said. Thou art his 
disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples. We 
know that God spake unto Moses : as for this 
fellow, we know not from whence he is. The 
man answered and said unto them. Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know 
not from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine eyes. Now we know that God 
heareth not sinners: but if any man be a 
worshipper of God, and doeth hds will, him 
he heareth. Since the world began was it 
not heard that any man opened the eyes of 
one that was born blind. If this man were 
not of God, he could do nothing. They 
answered and said unto him, Thou wast 
altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach 
us? And they cast him out. 

Sought For by Jesus 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; 
and when he had found him, he said unto 






ST. JOHN 10 , 25 


my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. 
But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: and I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand. I and my Father are one. 
Then the Jews took up stones again to stone 
him, Jesus answered them. Many good 
works have I shewed you from my Father; 
for which of those works do ye stone me? 
The Jews answered him, saying. For a good 
work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; 
and because that thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God. Jesus answered them. Is it not 
written in your law, I said. Ye are gods ? If 
he called them gods, unto whom the word 
of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken; say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world. 
Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the 
Son of God ? If I do not the works of my 
Father, believe me not. But if I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe the works : that ye 
may know, ^d believe, that the Father is in 
me, and I in him. Therefore they sought 
again to take him: but he escaped out of 
their hand, and went away again beyond 
Jord^ into the place where John at first 
baptized; and there he abode. And many 
resorted unto him, and said, John did no 
mracie: but aU things that John spake of 

him there. 

THE LIFE-GIVER St John 11, 1-57 

dO uTW$ hoffic his ptBSS(Zff0* the ovciH^clist dvciw^ 


Marvel not, then, that a man’s body can he 
thought back to life. There is a life that is on an 
infinitely grander scale, and of an infinite^ 
higher quality than this temporal, physical, 
natural life. Jesus calls it ‘the life eternal’. 
It is the life He came to give, spiritual life, the 
holy life of the ever-living God. 

Now a certain man was sick, named 
Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which 
anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto 
him, saying. Lord, behold, he whom thou 
loyest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he 
said. This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When 
he had heard therefore that he was sick, he 
abode two days still in the same place where 
he was. Then after that saith he to his 
disciples. Let us go into Judasa again. His 
disciples say unto him. Master, the Jews of 
late sought to stone thee^ and goest thou 
thither again? Jesus answered. Are there 
not twelve hours in the day ? If any man 
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because 
he seeth the light of this world. But if a man 
walk m the night, he stumbleth, because 
there is no light in him. These things said 
he: and after that he saith tmto them. Our 
friend Lazarus sleepethj but I go, that I may 
awake him out of sleep. Then said bis dis— 
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ever thou wilt ask of God^ God will give it 
thee. Jesus saith lanto her^ Thy brother shall 
rise again. Martha saith unto him^ I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day. Jesus said unto her;, I am the 
resurrection^ and the life: he that believeth 
in me^ though he were dead, yet shall he live : 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die. Believest thou this? She 
saith unto him. Yea, Lord: I believe that 
thou art the Christ, ^e Son of God, which 
should come into the world. And when she 
had so said, she went her way, and called 
Mary her sister secretly, saying. The Master 
is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she 
heard that, she arose quickly, and came imto 
him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the 
town, but was in that place where Martha 
met him. The Jews then which were with 
her in the house, and comforted her, when 
they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and 
went out, followed her, saying. She goeth 
unto the grave to weep there. Then when 
Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto 
him. Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. When Jesus therefore 
saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, he groaned in the 
spirit, and was troubled, and said. Where 
have ye laid him? They said unto him. 
Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then said 
the Jews, Behold how he loved him I And 
some of them said. Could not tliis man, 
which opened the eyes of the blind, have 
caused that even this man should not have 
died? Jesus therefore again groaning in 
himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye 
away the stone. Martha, the sister of him 
that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this 
time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four 
days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouddest see the glory of God? Then they 
took away the stone from the place where the 
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said. Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me 
always: but because of the people which 
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stand by I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth. And he that was dead came 
forth, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes: and his face was bound about with 
a napkin. Jesus saith unto them. Loose him, 
and let him go. 

The People Believe in Him 

Then many of the Jews which came to 
Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus 
did, believed on him. But some of them 
went their ways to the Pharisees, and told 
them what things Jesus had done. 

Then gathered the chief priests and the 
Pharisees a council, and said. What do we? 
for this man doeth many miracles. If we let 
him tlius alone, all men will believe on him: 
and the Romans shall come and take away 
both our place and nation. And one of them, 
named Caiaphas, being the high priest that 
same year, said unto them. Ye know nothing 
at all, nor consider that it is expedient for 
us, that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not. And 
this spake he not of himself: but being high 
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
should die for that nation; and not for that 
nation only, but that also he should gather 
together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad. Then from that day 
forth they took counsel together for to put 
him to death. 

Jesus therefore walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but went thence unto a 
country near to the wilderness, into a city 
called Ephraim, and there continued with 
his disciples. And the Jews’ passover was 
nigh at hand : and many went out of the 
country up to Jerusalem before the passover, 
to purify themselves. Then sought they for 
Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they 
stood in the temple. What think ye, that he 
will not come to the feast? Now both the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
coinmandment, that, if any man knew where 
he were, he should shew it, that they might 
take him. 



GLORY THAT LIGHTS UP MAN^S DESTINY 

ST. JOHN CHAPTERS 12, i— 21, 25 

It is another glory of the Christ that we behold in these chapters. But what words can 
express it? Men may write of the revealing Word made fleshy and of Jesus as the Breads 
the Water and the Light of Life; but of the glory of the Lord who is the only begotten 
of the Father^ and in the bosom of the Father:^ who dare speak? Surely only those who 
know Him well Before the heavenly glory that breaks upon us here^ and overawes us^ 
we would he silent ^ and wait worshipfuUy until the revelation takes possession of our 
souls, Por^ who is Jesus in this gospel but the King of Kings^ and Lord of Lords; the 
only Lord^ as He is the only Son^ and the only Saviour; our Lord^, as He is the Lord 
of all men^ now and for ever? Behold:^ then^ His glory ^ transcendent triumphant 
radiant with righteousness and judgement. And yet like a lover He comes to us 
and cares for us. His power reaches unto heaven:^ but it is to plead for us there. It 
compasses eternity ^ hut it stoops to gather the measure of our days into the life eternal. 
He holds the keys of death and helt it is to set us free. All this and more^ He is 
and does. We are overwhelmed. It is too great a glory to behold without a song of 
praise:, or a vow of service. But let us not miss the deeper glory that lies hidden in the 
revelation; nor think:, when we have seen the greatness of His love^ that this is the 
fullness of His glory. For there shines beneath and behind this love a still brighter and 
intenser light. It is His will. There is determination as well as desire in the yearning 
compassion of the Lord of Life for the children of men. And this is our eternal hope: 
He wills our everlasting good:, <^^d His Will shall prevail, 

THE LORD OF LIFE St. John 1% 1-50 

Much people of the Jews therefore knew 
that he was there : and they came not for 
Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see 
Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the 
dead. But the chief priests consulted that 
they might put Lazarus also to deaths be- 
cause that by reason of him many of the 
Jews went away, and believed on Jesus* 


"^HEN Jesus six days before the 
passover came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was which had been dead, 
whom he raised from the dead. 
There they tnade him a supper; and Martha 
served: but Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with ioim. Then took 
Mary a poimd of ointment of spikenard, 
very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 


Jesus was glorified^ then remembered they 
that these things were written of him^ and 
that they had done these things unto him. 
The people therefore that was with him 
when he called Lazarus out of his gravey and 
raised him from the dead^ bare record. For 
this cause the people also met himj for that 
they heard that he had done this miracle. 
The Pharisees therefore said among them- 
selves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? 
behold, the world is gone after him. 

A Voice from Heaven 

And there were certain Greeks among 
them that came up to worship at the feast: 
the same came therefore to Philip, which 
was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, 
saying. Sir, we^ would see Jesus. Philip 
cometh and telleth Andrew: and again 
Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus 
answered them, saying, The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. 
Verily, verily, I say imto you. Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose 
it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man 
serve me, let him follow me ; and where I am, 
there shall also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour. Now 
is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? 
Father, save me from this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify 
thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. The people therefore, 
that stood by, and heard it, said that it 
tlixHidered: others said. An angel spake to 
him. Jesus answered and said. This voice 
came not because of me, but for your sakes. 
Now is the judgment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men imto me.^ This he said, signify- 
ing what death he should die. The people 
answered him. We have heard out of the 
law that Christ abideth for ever: and how 
sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted 
up? who is this Son of man? Then Jesus 
said unto them, Yet a little while is the light 
with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest 


ST. JOHN 12, 50 

darkness come upon you : for he that walketh 
in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 
While ye have light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be the children of light. 

The Voice of the Prophet 

These things spake Jesus, *mnd departed, 
and did hide himself from them. But 
though he had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not on him : that the 
saying of Esaias the prophet might be ful- 
filled, which he spake, 

Lord, who hath believed our report? 

And to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 

Therefore they could not believe, because 
that Esaias said again. 

He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened 
their heart; 

That they should not see with their eyes, 
nor understand with their heart. 

And be converted. 

And I should heal them. 

These things said Esaias, when he saw his 
glory, and spake of him. Nevertheless among 
the chief rulers also many believed on him; 
but because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess him, lest they should be put out of 
the synagogue: for they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. 

The Voice of Jesus 

Jesus cried and said. He that beHeveth on 
me, believeth not on me, but on him that 
sent me. And he that seeth me seeth him 
that sent me, I am come a light into the 
world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness. And if any 
man hear my words, and believe not, I judge 
him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him : the word that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him in the last day. 
For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that his com- 
mandment is life everlasting; whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 


^ We would note the expressions in the gospels of the world-wide interest in Jesus; gentiles ftom the east 
gathered at His cradle, and gentiles from the west on the way to His Cross. 

^ Only through death could His world-wide mission be accomplished. 
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NIGHT IN THE CITY 



St John 13 , 1 — 17 , 26 


Outside in the city^s street there moves a busy throng. Preparations are being made 
for the keeping of a festival. Men up from the country^ and thrilled with excitement^ 
are crowding the thoroughfares. Few^ if any^ are aware of the presence of the Lord 
of Life in the city^ or have any knowledge that the destiny of mankind is taking shape 
behind the shuttered windows of a quiet room in a house near by. We are permitted 
to share thefellowship of this upper room^^ and learn the purpose that God has prepared 
for the benefit of man and is seeking through His Son to accomplish. We may also learn^ 
and take to hearty the tragic fact that a man is free to choose whether^ in this glorious 
work^ he will join the forces of the Christ or those that are against Him. 


Jesus and Peter 

NOW before the feast of the passover^ when 
Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the 
Father^ having loved his own which were in 
the worlds he loved them unto the end. And 
supper being ended, the devil having now 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the 
Father had given aU things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went 
to God; he riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. After that he poureth water 
into a bason, and began to wash* the disciples’ 
feet, and to wipe them with the towel where- 
with he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon j j 

Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost J^SUS and judas 

thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and Whenjesushadthussaid, he was troubled 
said imto him. What I do thou knowest in spirit, and testified, and said. Verily, 
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall 
Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash betray me. Then the disciples looked one 
my feet. Jesus answered him. If I wash thee on another, doubting of whom he spake, 
not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one 
saith unto him. Lord, not my feet only, but of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon 
also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he 
him. He that is washed needeth not save to should ask who it should be of whom he 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and spake. He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith 
ye are clean, but not all. For he knew who unto him. Lord, who is it? Jesus answered, 
should betray him; therefore said he. Ye are He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when 
not all clean. I have dipped it. Auid when he had dipped 

So after he had washed their feet, and had the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son 
taken his garments, and was set down again, of Simon. And after the sop Satan entered 
he said unto them. Know ye what I have into liim. Then said Jesus unto him. That 
done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord; thou doest, do quickly* Now no man at the 
and ye say well; for so lam. If I then, your table knew for what intent he spake this unto 
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; him. For some of them tliought, because 

^ John is the only Evangelist who records this incident. He is also the only one who omits any reference 
to the words of Jesus at the Last Supper instituting its observance as a sacrament. But if we remember 
that to partake of the bread and wine, of the body and blood of Ghfist, means also to partake of His Spirit, 
then we may see in the foot-washing an acted parable to supplement the teaching at the table, by showing 
plainly the character of His Spirit and the nature of its work. 


ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you. Verily, 
verily, I say imto you. The servant is not 
greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 
greater than he that sent him. If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them. I 
speak not of you all: I know whom I have 
chosen: but that the scripture may be ful- 
filled, He that eateth bread with me hath 
lifted up his heel against me. Now I tell you 
before it come, that, when it is come to pass, 
ye may believe that I am he. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you. He that receiveth whom- 
soever I send receiveth me; and he that 
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 




1 AvVi.- 


TILL DAY AND NIGHT SHALL BE NO MORE 


But while they last the human race moves 0% as unaware tO'-day as it was at the time 
of the Gospel story of the presence in its midst of the Lord of Life and the purpose 
of the Living God to bring mankind to its true and eternal destiny* 


Judas had the bag^ that Jesus had said unto 
him. Buy those things that we have need of 
against the feast; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. He then having 
received the sop went immediately out t and 
it wasnight. 

A New Commandment 

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus 
said. Now is the Son of man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him. If God be glorified 
in lum, God shall also glorify him in him- 
self, and shall straightway glorify him. Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you. 
Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the 


Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now 
I say to you. A new commandment I give 
unto you. That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

PeierU Character 

Simon Peter said unto him. Lord, whither 
goest thou ? Jesus answered him. Whither 
I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards. Peter said unto 
him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? 
I will lay down my life for thy sake. Jesus 
answered him. Wilt thou lay down thy life 
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be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name^ I will do it. If ye love 
me^ keep my commandments. And I will 
pray the Father^ and he shall give you 
another Comforter^ that he may abide with 
you for ever^ even the Spirit of truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know 
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you. I will not leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you. Yet a little while, and 
the world seeth me no more; but ye see me; 
because I live, ye shall live also. At that day 
ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that ioveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith 
unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself tmto us, and not 
unto the world? Jesus answered and said 
xmto him, If a man love me, he will keep 
my words : and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. He that loveth me not keepeth 
not my sayings : and the word which ye hear 
is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me. 

These things have I spoken unto you, 
being yet present with you. But the Com- 
forter,^ which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid. Ye have heard how I said 
unto you, I go away, and come again unto 
you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, 
because I said, I go unto the Father; for 
my Father is greater than I. And now I have 
told you before it come to pass, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye might beheve. Here- 
after I will not talk much witli you : for the 
prince of this world cometh, and hath no- 
thing in me. But that the world may know 
that I love the Father; and as the Father 
gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, 
let us go hence. 


St. JOHN 13 , 38 

for my sake ? Verily, verily, I say uijto thee. 

The cock shall not crow, till thou hast 
denied me thrice. 

CHRIST’S PROMISE St John 14 , 1-3 1 

Jesus had many things to say to His friends at 
their last meetings and these chapters^ though 
they read like discourses:^ are really a collection 
of His revelations in that sacred hour of fellow-- 
ship. We cannot deal with them ally hut perhaps 
we can see what He was most eager to impress 
upon His followers. He knew the paralysing 
thought that was in their minds — that they 
would soon he left alone. It was a mistake. 

They would not he left friendless and helpless. 

Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions : if it were not so, 

I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you tmto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also. And whither I go ye taow, and 
the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him. 

Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way ? Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life : 
no man cometh imto the Father, but by me. 

If ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also: and from henceforth ye 
know him, and have seen him. Philip saith 
unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it 
sufiiceth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father; and how say- 
est thou then, Shew us the Father ? Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me? the words that I speak unto 
you I speak not of myself: but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

Believe me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me: or else believe me for the very 
works’ sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you. 

He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go tmto my 
Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 

* There is no English word that exactly corresponds to the original, and unless it is realized that ‘Com- 
forter* is used in the old English sense of the word ‘comfort*, that is ‘to strengthen*, its meaning here may 
be misunderstood. Other words have been tried, such as ‘Counsellor*, ‘Advocate*, ‘Helper*, &c,, but each 
contains only a fragment of the truth. We prefer, therefore, to think of Him by the name that covers all 
aspects of His work— the Holy Spirit; the Divine Spirit that dwelt in Jesus and would dwell in His disciples, 
the Eternal Spirit of Life, Love, and Truth; our Counsellor in difficulties, our Helper in danger, and our 
Comforter in distress. 
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CHRISrS CHARGE St John 15, 1-27 

If the preceding section shows that Christy 
through the Spirit^ will keep in touch with His 
disciples^ this section makes it clear that it is no 
less important for the disciples to keep in touch 
with Him. The bond between them is main- 
tained so long as the disciples are fruitful^ that is 3 
so long as their spiritual life is active^ or awake. 
And the best way to keep it alive is by prayer 
and obedience; when these cease^ then love^ 
faiths fellowship — the life of the Spirit — dies, 

I am the true vine^ and my Father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruity he purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine,* no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. As the Father hath 
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love. If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love, even as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments, and abide 
in his love. These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full. This is my com- 
mandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I 
call you not servants; for the servant know- 
eth not what his lord doeth : but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard 
of my Father I have made known unto you. 
Ye have not chosen me, but 1 have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
These things I command you, that ye love 
one another. If the world hate you, ye know 
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that it hated me before it hated you. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember 
the word that I said unto you, The servant 
is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; 
if they have kept my saying, they will keep 
yours also. But all these things will they do 
unto you for my name’s sake, because they 
know not him that sent me. If I had not 
come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin: but now they have no cloke for their 
sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father 
also. If I had not done among them the 
works which none other man did, they had 
not had sin: but now have they both seen 
and hated both me and my Father. But this 
cometh to pass, that the word might be ful- 
filled that is written in their law, They hated 
me without a cause. But when the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me: and ye also shall bear witness, 
because ye have been with me from the 
beginning. 

CHRIST’S WARNING St, John 16, 1-33 

With the shadows gathering around Him^ Jesus 
warns His little circle of followers that they^ 
toOi will findy when they make their stand for 
what is right 3 that they have to encounter 
hatred and opposition. But the Cause they 
have taken to heart is God’s, In their work 
and witness for ity He will not leave them with-- 
out a divine Helper^ who will support them 
and also press homey to the consciences of men^ 
their advocacy of the truth. Victory 3 they can 
be assuredy is theirs. So ^Be of good cheer f 
He say S 3 ‘i have overcome the world’. 

These things have I spoken unto you, that 
ye should not be offended. They shall put 
you out of the synagogues : yea, the time 
cometh, that w killeth you will 

think that he doeth God service. And these 
things will they do unto you, because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. But 
these things have I told you, that when the 
time shall come, ye may remember that I 
told you of them. And these things I said 
not unto you at the beginning, because I 
was with you. But now I go my way to 
him that sent me; and none of you asketh 
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ST« JOHN 16, 5 

me, Whither goest thou? But because I have 
said these things unto you, sorrow hath 
filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the 
truths It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto youi but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment: of sin, because 
they believe not on me; of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me 
no more; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged, I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak : 
and he will shew you things to come. He 
shall glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. All things that 
the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, 
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you. A little while, and ye shall not 
see me : and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see me, because I go to the Father. Then 
said some of his disciples among themselves. 
What is this that he saith unto us, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, 
a little while, and ye shall see me: and. 
Because I go to the Father? They said 
therefore, What is this that he saith, A little 
while? we cannot tell what he saith. Now 
Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask 
him, and said unto them, Do ye inquire 
among yourselves of that I said, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, 
a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. That ye shall weep 
and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and 
ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy. A woman when she is 
in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come: but as soon as she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth no more the anguish, 
for joy that a man is born into the world. 
And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I 
will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you. And in that day ye shall ask me 
nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you. 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye 

^ Shan 


proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall 
no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that 
day ye shall ask in my name : and I say not 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you : 
for the Father himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I 
came out from God. I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world: again, 
I leave the world, and go to the Father. His 
disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest 
thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now 
are we sure that thou knowest all things, and 
needest not that any man should ask thee: 
by this we believe that thou earnest forth 
from God, Jesus answered them. Do ye 
now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, 
is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every 
man to his own, and shall leave me alone: 
and yet I am not alone, because the Father 
is with me. These things I have spoken 
imto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

CHRIST’S PRAYER St John 17 , 1-26 

He prays for usj for are we not included in the 
petition:^ ^For them also which shall believe on 
me through the words of my disciples^? hito 
the holy place of prayer^ no reverent heart 
would trespass while Jesus prays. But when 
upon those hallowed lips we hear a word that 
includes the disciples that are to he^ we wouldy in 
the outer courts wait and hope untile His prayer 
being ended^ we could with love go with Himy 
wheresoever He goes. 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up 
his eyes to heaven, and said. Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify thee : as thou hast given him 
power over aU flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. And this is Hfe eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified 
thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. And now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was. I have manifested thy name 
unto the men which thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest 
them me ; and they have kept thy word. Now 





The glory that glorified Jesus at the time of His arrest is not overcome^, nor lessened^ by 
the might that is thrown against it^, or the mockery that is made of it^ in the dreadful 
hours of His trial and crucifixion. Forces are combined^, and falsehood is engaged^ to 
find some fault that will lessen the moral grandeur and the unimpeachable trustworthi-- 
ness of the Man whom men had learned to love and were inclined to follow. When justice 
failed to discredit His leaderships injustice made an attempt to destroy it. Although 
He is put to death with cruelty and shamCs and His few followers are scattereds His 
claim to be the Lord and Master of man^s soul has not been disproved by His accusers^ 
nor at any moment of trial or torture been withdrawn by Him. This is the glory that 
shines from His Cross. 


Before Daybreaks i ““5 ci-fn. 

THEN the band and the captain and officers 
of the Jews took Jesus^ and bound liim, and 
led him away to Annas first; for he was 
father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high 
priest that same year. Now Caiaphas was he, 
which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the 
people. 

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so 
did another disciple : that disciple was known 
unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus 
into the palace of the high priest. But Peter 
stood at the door without. Then went out 
that other ffisciple, which was known unto 
the high priest, and spake imto her that kept 
the door, and brought in Peter. Then saith the 
damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art 
not thou also one of this man’s disciples ? 
He saith, I am not. And the servants and 
officers stood there, who had made a fire of 
coals; for it was cold: and they warmed 
themselves : and Peter stood with them, and 
wanned himself. 

The high priest then asked Jesus of his 
disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus answered 
him, I spake openly to the world; I ever 
taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, 
whither the Jews always resort; and in secret 
have I said nothing. Why askest thou me? 
ask them which heard me, what I have said 
imto them : behold, they know what I said. 
And when he had thus spoken, one of the 
officers which stood by struck Jesus with the 
palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the 
high priest so?^ Jesus answered him, If I 
have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; 
but if well, why smitest thou me? Now 
Annas had sent him boimd unto Caiaohas 


And Simon Peter stood and warmed him- 
self. They said tlierefore unto him. Art not 
thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, 
and said, I am not. One of the servants of 
the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear 
Peter cut off, saith. Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him? Peter then denied again; 
and immediately the cock crew. 

Dawns 5-"6 a.7n. 

Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto 
the hall of judgment: and it was early; and 
they themselves went not into the judgment 
hall, lest they should be defiled; but that 
they might eat the passover. Pilate then 
went out unto them, and said. What accu- 
sation bring ye against this man? They 
answered and said unto him. If he were not 
a malefactor, we would not have delivered 
him up imto thee. Then said Pilate unto 
them. Take ye him, and judge him according 
to your law. The Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death: that the saying of Jesus might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what 
death he should die. 

Then^ Pilate entered into the judgment 
hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto 
him, Art thou the JECing of the Jews ? Jesus 
answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate 
answered. Am I a Jew? Thine own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered thee 
unto me: what hast thou done? Jesus 
answered. My kingdom is not of this world: 
if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 


THE DAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION 


SL]ohn l% 12—19, 42 



MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD 


And I say unto you My friends^ Be not afraid of them which kill the body ^ but are not 
able to hill the soul. For what shall it profit a man:, if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 


answered. Thou sayest that I am a king. To 
this end was I born, and for this cause came 
I iato the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto 
him. What is truth? 

And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith imto them, 
I find in him no fault at all. But ye have a 


custom, that I should release unto you one 
at the passover: will ye therefore that I 
release unto you the King of the Jews ? Then 
cried they all again, saying, Not this man, 
but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and 
scourged him. And the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 
they put on him a purple robe, and said. 





ST. JOHN 19 , 3 

Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him 
with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth 
again, and saith unto them. Behold, I bring 
him forth to you, that ye may know that I 
find no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, 
wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple 
robe. And Pilate saith unto them. Behold 
the man! When the chief priests therefore 
and officers saw him, they cried out, saying. 
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto 
them. Take ye him, and crucify him: for 
I find no fault in him. The Jews answered 
him. We have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made himself the 
Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he was the more afraid; and 
went again into the judgment hall, and saith 
xmto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus 
gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate xmto 
him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest 
thou not that I have power to crucify thee, 
and have power to release thee? Jesus 
answered, Thou couldest have no power at 
all against me, except it were given thee from 
above: therefore he that delivered me unto 
thee hath the greater sin. And from thence- 
forth Pilate sought to release him: but the 
Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man 
go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever 
maketh himself a king speaketh against 
Csesar. When Pilate therefore heard that 
saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down 
in the judgment seat in a place that is called 
the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
And it was the preparation of the passover, 
and about the sixth hour : and he saith unto 
the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried 
out. Away with him, away with him, crucify 
him. Pilate saith xmto them. Shall I crucify 
yoxor King? The chief priests answered. We 
have no king but Caesar. Then delivered he 
him therefore xmto them to be crucified. 
And they took Jesus, and led him away. 

The Crucifixion^ 9 am. 

And he bearing Iiis cross went forth into 
a place called the place of a skull, which is 
called in the Hebrew Golgotha: where they 
crucified him, and two other with him, on 
either side one, and Jesus m the midst. And 
Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. 
And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZAR- 
ETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This 
title then read many of the Jews: for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to 


the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and 
Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief 
priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The 
King of the Jews; but that he said, I am 
King of the Jews. Pilate answered. What I 
have written I have written. 

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and also his 
coat: now the coat was without seam, woven 
from the top throughout. They said there- 
fore among themselves. Let us not rend it, 
but cast lots for it, whose it shall be : that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, 

They parted my raiment among them. 

And for my vesture they did cast lots. 
These things therefore the soldiers did. 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 
saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy 
son! Then saith he to the disciple. Behold 
thy mother! And from that hour that dis- 
ciple took her xmto his own home. 

Deaths 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there 
was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they 
filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon 
hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, he said, 
It is finished: and he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost. 

The Jews therefore, because it was the 
preparation, that the bodies should not re- 
main upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for 
that sabbath day was an high day,) besought 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away. Then came 
the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other which was crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 
that he was dead already, they brake not his 
legs : but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced his side, and forthwith came there 
out blood and water. And he that saw it bare 
record, and his record is true : and he know- 
eth that he saith true, that ye might believe* 
For these things were done, that the scrip- 
ture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall 
not be broken. And again another scripture 
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ST. JOHN 20, 25 

which at the first came to Jesus by night, 
and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pound weight. Then took 
they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen 
clothes with the spices, as the manner of the 
Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he 
was crucified there was a garden; and in the 
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never 
man yet laid. There laid they Jesus therefore 
because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand. 

St John 20, 1—21, 25 

The glory that was veiled in Jesus is seen in its eternal and heavenly splendour in the 
Risen Lord, We may not be able to comprehend it fully ^ but this much is plain: the life 
He revealed is an abiding reality^ and His leadership cannot be denied or destroyed, 

THE first day of the week cometh Mary and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith 
Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto unto her. Woman, why weepest thou ? whom 
the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken seekestthou? She, supposing him to be the 
away from the sepulchre. Then she run- gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
neth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the borne him hence, tell me where thou hast 
other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith laid him, and I will take him away. Jesus 
unto them. They have taken away the Lord saith tmto her, Mary. She turned herself, 
out of the sepulchre, and we know not where and saith unto him, Rabboni ; which is to 
they have laid him. Peter therefore went say. Master. Jesus saith unto her. Touch 
forth, and that other disciple, and came to me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
the sepulchre. So they ran both together: Father: but go to my brethren, and say tmto 
and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping Father; and to my God, and your God. 
down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples 
lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh that she had seen, the Lord, and that he had 
Simon Peter following him, and went into spoken these things unto her. 
the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 ^/, r j 

and the napkin, that was about his head, not ^ ^tsen Lora 

lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped Then the same day at evening, being the 
together in a place by itself. Then went in first day of the week, when the doors were 
also that other disciple, which came first to shut where the disciples were assembled for 
the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed, fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
For as yet they knew not the scripture, that midst, and saith tmto them, Peace be unto 
he must rise again from the dead. Then the you. And when he had so said, he shewed 
disciples went away again unto their own unto them his hands and his side. Then 
home. were the disciples glad, when they saw the 

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre Lord. Then said Jesus to them again. Peace 
weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, 
and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two even so send I you. And when he had said 
angels in white sitting, the one at the head, this, he breathed on them, and saith unto 
and the other at the feet, where the body of them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose 
Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
them. Because they have taken away my are retained. 

Lord, and I know not where they have laid But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
him. And when she had thus said, she Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 
turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, came. The other disciples therefore said 
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saith. They shall look on him whom they 
pierced. 

Burial^ 5-6 p,m. 

And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being 
a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus ; and Pilate gave him 
leave. He came therefore, and took the body 
of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, 
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ST. JOHN 20, 25 

unto him. We have seen the Lord. But he 
said imto them. Except I shah see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my 
linger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

And after eight days again his disciples 
were within, and Thomas with them: then 
came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood 
in the midst, and said. Peace be unto you. 
Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. And 
ThcHuas answered and said unto him, My 
Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed. 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: but these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. 

After these things Jesus shewed himself 
again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; 
and on this wise shewed he himself. There 
were together Simon Peter, and Thomas 
called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two 
other of his disciples. Simon Peter saith 
unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto 
him, We also go with thee. They went 
forth, and entered into a ship immediately; 
and that night they caught nothing. But 
when the morning was now come, Jesus 
stood on the shore: but the disciples knew 
that it was Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto 
Children, have ye any meat? They 
him. No. And he said unto them. 
Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and 
ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now 
they were not able to draw it for the multi- 
tude of fishes. Therefore that disciple whom 


went up, and drew the net to land full of 
great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: 
and for all there were so many, yet was not 
the net broken. Jesus saith unto them. 
Come and dine. And none of the disciples 
durst ask him. Who art thou? knowing that 
it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and 
taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish like- 
wise, This is now the third time that Jesus 
shewed hxmself to his disciples, after that he 
was risen from tiie dead. 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to 
Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these? He saith unto 
him. Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith imto him, Feed my lambs. 
He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He 
saithuntohim. Yea, Lord; thou knowest that 
I love thee. He saith unto him. Feed my 
sheep. He saith unto him the third time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter 
was grieved because he said unto him the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
xmto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saitli 
unto him. Feed my sheep. Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee. When thou wast young, thou 
girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and an- 
other shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying 
by what death he should glorify God, And 
when he had spoken this, he saith unto him. 
Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, 
seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved follow- 
ing; which also leaned on his breast at 
supper, and said. Lord, which is he that 
betrayeth thee? Peter seeing liim saith to 
Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 
Jesus saith unto him. If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me* Then w^ent this savins! abroad amon.sr 









THEIR MISSION IN THE PRESENT AGE 

THE NEW TESTAMENT THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


A NEW SERVICE FOR THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL 


Means of travel were limited in the first century, but it is not unlikely that Paul and 
his companions used every available form of transit for their long and hazardous 
journeys over the continents of Asia and Europe, Had they belonged to our age they 
•would not have hesitated to bring air liners into service for spreading the Gospel. 
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THE ACTS OF 
THE APOSTLES 


THE CREATION OF A NEW HUMANITY 


This book is history^ valuable history^ but it is also a revelation of considerable importance 
for times like the present. We are at the beginning of a new era^ at the birth of a new 
world-order. Anodous people everywhere are looking to the future^ over the prostrate 
forms of evil forces that have been struggling to dominate the days that are to corner 
they wonder what creative force will take the lead and shape the destiny of mankind. 
What an opportunity for Christians; for all who^ through Christy know the purpose of 
God for mankind^ and have in His Spirit the power to achieve it! Can we think other- 
wise with this book before us? For what it says^ or ^ more precisely^ shoutS:^ is not 
that here are the history and doctrine of Christianity but here is news of the dynamic 
power of the Spirit of Christ to save the world; to create^ out of a multitude of nations^ 
not one of which is free from sin and shame^ a new and united humanity:, that will make 
earth more like heaven^ and bring every man to the realization of his true destiny. At 
this critical moment of history:^ it is surely not possible to ready simply as an interesting 
story y what the apostles did in the first century without our giving a thought to the chances 
that are ours in the twentieth century of matching or surpassing their service for Christ, 
Their courageous and creative action changed the course of history. The same Spirit in 
the hearts and lives of present-day Christians could put mankind in the way of its next 
developmenty and make the outlook for to-morrow as glorious as the promise of heaven. 
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THE PROMISE 


The Acts of the Apostles 1, i~ii 


I made, O 

I Theophilus, of all that Jesus began 
1 both to do and teach, until the day 
in which he was taken up, after that 
he through the Holy Ghost had given com- 
mandments unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen: to whom also he shewed himself alive 
after his passion by many infallible proofs, 
being seen of them forty days, and speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God: and, being assembled together with 
themj commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the pro- 
mise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me. For John truly baptized with 
watery but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence. 

When they therefore were come together, 
they asked of him, saying. Lord, wilt thou at 


this time restore again the kingdom to Israel ? 
And he said unto them. It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. But ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judasa, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth. And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; 
and a cloud received Mm out of their sight. 
And wMle they looked stedfastly toward hea- 
ven as he went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; wMch also said. 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. 






THE ACTS I, 19 

that is to say> The field of blood* For it is 
written in the book of Psalms, 

Let his habitation be desolate. 

And let no man dwell therein : 
and 

His bishoprick let another take. 
Wherefore of these men which have com- 
panied with ns all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto that same 
day that he was taken up from us, must one 
be ordained to be a witness with us of his re- 


surrection. And they appointed two, Joseph 
called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, 
and Matthias* And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all 
men, shew whether of these two tliou hast 
chosen, that he may take part of this min- 
istry and apostleship, from which Judas 
by transgression fell, that he might go 
to his own place* And they gave forth 
their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias^ 
and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 


TELE COMING OF THE SPIRIT The Acts of the Apostles 2 , 1-47 

The descent of the Spirit upon the disciples^ and its Presence among the^n^ zvere accom^ 
paniedby unmistakable signs of energy and power ^ but they were of such a character that 
the disciples were at a loss to know how to describe them. All they could say was: there 
was a sound as of a rushing mighty windy or^ there appeared tongues as of fire. Later 
they were to findy through their experiencey still more remarkable things about this 
Spirit; that it was personal— they could commune with ity as with their Lord— and 
that it was His Spirity the Spirit of Christy that was with them. 


AND when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them* And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues,^ as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, 
the multitude came together, and were con- 
founded, because that every man heard them 
speak in his own language. And they were 
all amazed and marvelled, saying one to an- 
other, Behold, are not all these which speak 
Galileans ? And how hear we every man in 
our own tongue, wherein we were born? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Jud^a, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, 
and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speal?: in our tongues the 
wonderful works of God. And they were all 


amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to 
another. What meaneth this ? Others mock- 
ing said. These men are full of new wine. 

PetePs Speech 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jeru- 
salem, be this known unto you, and hearken 
to my words: for these are not drunken, as 
ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day. But this is that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel; 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, 

I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh : 

And your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, 

And your young men shall see visions, 

And your old men shall dream dreams: 

And on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens 

I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

And I will shew wonders in heaveil above. 

And signs in the earth beneath; 

Blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 

The sun shall be turned into darkness. 


I At the time when Acts was written, about fifty years after Pentecost, it was the belief of the Early Church 
mat the other tongues’ were foreign languages* Modern research recognizes the phenomenon of ecstatic 
uuerance, and shows how easily the misunderstanding could arise. The ‘other tongue* was the tongue with 
which Spirit spoke; that is, it was a case of spiritual possession as distinct from normal speech* At tlie first 
preachmg of the Gospel there was evidently some indication of its world-wide appeal. 
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And the moon into blood. 

Before that great and notable 

Day of the Lord come: 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. 

Ye men of Israel, hear these wordsj Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and v/onders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know: him, being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom 
God hatli raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it. For David speaketli 
concerning him, 

I foresaw the Lord always before my face, 

For he is on my right hand, that I should 
not be moved: 

Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my 
tongue was glad; 

Moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 

Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. 

Thou hast made known to me the ways 
of life; 

Thou shalt make me full of joy with thy 
countenance. 

Men and brethren, let me freely speak 
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is 
with us unto this day. Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this 
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his 
flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 
Therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
fortli this, which ye now see and hear. For 
David is not ascended into the heavens: but 
he saith himself. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand. 

Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucifled, both Lord 
and Christ. 


The Effect of the Speech 

Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in thek heart, and said imto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles. Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said 
unto them. Repent, and be baptized ^ every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Floly Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying. Save 
yourselves from this imtoward generation. 
Then they that gladly received liis word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And 
they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 

And fear came upon every soul: and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
And all that believed were together, and had 
aU things common; and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to aU men, as 
every man had need. And they, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved. 

A Lame Beggar Healed 

Now Peter and John went up together 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, being 
the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from 
his mother’s womb was carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is 
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them tliat 
entered into the temple; who seeing Peter 
and John about to go into the temple asked 
an aims. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon 
him witli John, said, Look on us. And he 
gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something of them. Then Peter said. Silver 
and gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him 
by the right hand, and lifted him up: and 
immediately liis feet and ankle bones re- 
ceived strength. And he leaping up stood, 
and walked, and entered with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
God. And all the people saw him walking 


1093 



THE ACTS 3, 9 

and praising God: and they knew that it was 
he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate 
of the temple : and they were filled with won- 
der and ama2ement at that which had hap- 
pened unto him. 

Peter's Answer 

And as the lame man which was healed 
held Peter and John^ all the people ran to- 
gether unto them in the porch that is called 
Solomon’s^ greatly wondering. And when 
Peter saw it, he answered unto the people. 
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or 
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
our own power or holiness we had made this 
man to walk? The God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye de- 
livered up, and denied him in the presence 
of Pilate, when he was determined to let him 
go. But ye denied the Holy One and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom 
God hath raised from the dead; whereof we 
are witnesses. And his name through faith 
in his name hath made this man strong, 
whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which 
is by him hath given him this perfect sound- 
ness in the presence of you all. And now, 
brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye 
did it, as did also your rulers. But those 
things, which God before had shewed by the 
mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should 
suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye there- 
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
and he shall send Tesus Christ which before 

must receive until the times of restitution of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all liis holy prophets since the 
world began. For Adoses truly said unto the 
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God 


in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed. Unto you first God, having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities. 

T/ie Apostles Imprisoned 

And as they spake unto the people, the 
priests, and the captain of the temple, and 
the Sadducees, came upon them, being 
grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached through Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead. And they laid hands on them, and 
put them in hold unto the next day: for it 
was now eventide. Howbeit many of them 
which heard the word believed ; and the num- 
ber of the men was about five thousand. 

Peter's Defence 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
their rulers, and eiders, and scribes, and 
Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and 
John, and Alexander, and as many as were 
of the kindred of the high priest, were 
gathered together at Jerusalem. And when 
they had set them in the midst, they asked. 
By what power, or by what name, have ye 
done this? Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the 
people, and elders of Israel, if we this day 
be examined of the good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made 
whole; be it known xmto you all, and to all 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. Tliis 

corner. Neither is there salvation in any 


that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny 
it. But that it spread no furtiier among the 
people^ let us straitly threaten them^ that 
they speak henceforth to no man in this name. 
And they called them^ and commanded them 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of 
Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said 
unto thernj Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God;, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard. So 
when they had further threatened them, they 
let them go, finding nothing how they might 
punish them, because of the people: for all 
men glorified God for that which was done. 
For the man was above forty years old, on 
whom this miracle of healing was shewed. 

Appeal to God 

And being let go, they went to their own 
company, and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said unto them. And 
when they heard that, they lifted up their 
voice to God with one accord, and said. Lord, 
thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 
eartli, and the sea, and all that in them is: 
who by the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said, 

Why did the heathen rage. 

And the people imagine vain things? 

The kings of the earth stood up. 

And tlie rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lord, and against his Christ. 
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, botli Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the 
people of Israel, were gathered together, for 
to do whatsoever tliy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be done. And now. 
Lord, behold their threatenings : and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they 
may speak thy word, by stretching forth 
thine hand to heal; and that signs and won- 
ders may be doue by the name of thy holy 
child Jesus. And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and diey spake the word of God 
with boldness. 

All Things in Common 

And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul : neither 
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said any of them that ought of the tilings 
which he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common.^ And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace 
was upon them all. Neither was there any 
among them that lacked : for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, and laid them down at the apostles^ 
feet: and distribution was made imto every 
man according as he had need. 

And Joses, who by the apostles was sur- 
named Barnabas, (which is, being inter- 
preted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, 
and of the country of Cyprus, having land, 
sold it, and brought the money, and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet. 

Ananias and Sapphira 

But a certain man named Ananias, with 
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and kept 
back part of the price, his wife also being 
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and 
laid it at die apostles’ feet. But Peter said, 
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part 
of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own? and after it v/as sold, 
was it not in thine own power ? why hast thou 
conceived tMs thing in thine heart ? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God. And 
Ananias hearing these words fell down, and 
gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all 
them that heard these things. And the young 
men arose, wound him up, and carried liim 
out, and buried him. 

And it was about the space of three hours 
after, when his wife, not knowing what was 
done, came in. And Peter answered imto her. 
Tell me whether ye sold the land for so 
much? And she said. Yea, for so much. 
Then Peter said tmto her. How is it that ye 
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of 
the Lord? behold, the feet of them which 
have buried thy husband are at the door, and 
shall carry thee out. Then fell she down 
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the 
ghost : and tlie young men came in, and found 
her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her 
by her husband. And great fear came upon 
all the church, and upon as many as heard 
these things. 


^ There is a vast difference between the frees willing, brotherly spirit of helpfulness that pervaded the com- 
pany of the disciples, and the spirit of the political system of communism. 
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The Growing Church 

And by the hands of the apostles were 
many signs and wonders wrought among the 
people; (and they were ail with one accord 
in Solomon’s porch. And of the rest durst 
no man join himself to them: but the people 
magnified tliem. And believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes botii 
of men and women.) Insomuch that they 
brought fortli the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at the 
least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of them. There came also 
a multitude out of the cities round about 
unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 
them which were vexed with unclean spirits : 
and they were healed every one. 

Deliverance from Prison 

Then the high priest rose up, and all they 
that were with him, (which is the sect of the 
Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 
and laid their hands on die apostles, and put 
them in the common prison. But the angel 
of the Lord by night opened the prison 
doors, and brought them forth, and said, 
Go, stand and speak in the temple to the 
people all the words of this life. And when 
they heard that, they entered into the temple 
early in the morning, and taught. But the 
high priest came, and they that were with 
him, and called the council together, and all 
the senate of the children of Israel, and sent 
to the prison to have them brought. But 
when the oflScers came, and found them not 
in the prison, they returned, and told, say- 
ing, The prison truly found we shut with all 


been stoned. Aid when they had brought 
them, they set them before the council: and 
the high priest asked them, saying. Did not 
we straitly command you that ye should 
not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon 
us. Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said. We ought to obey God 
rather than men. The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged 
on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins. And we are his witnesses of tliese 
things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given to them that obey him. 

When they heard that, they were cut to 
the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 
Then stood there up one in the council, a 
Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
law, had in reputation among all the people, 
and commanded to put the apostles forth a 
little space; and said unto them, Ye men of 
Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye in- 
tend to do as touching these men. For be- 
fore these days rose up Theudas, boasting 
himself to be somebody; to whom a number 
of men, about four hundred, joined them- 
selves: who was slain; and all, as many as 
obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to 
nought. After this man rose up Judas of Gali- 
lee in the days of the taxing, and drew away 
much people after him: he also perished; 
and all, even as many as obeyed him, were 
dispersed. And now I say unto you, Refrain 
from these men, and let them alone: for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it wiU 


FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF THE LORD OF LIFE 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


CHAPTERS 6, I— IL i8 


With Stephen we are at the spiritual Springtide of this new movement. He is its first 
bloom^ its flower of promise^ suddenly cut ojf^ but followed at once by many other signs 
that the creative work has begun^ and will continue. It is a time of intellectual and moral 
awakenings of minds that have been quickened and consciences that have been stirred; 
and thiss not in one part of the country but in several^ some far afield. This Spring- 
tide glory s however s Stephen did not live to see. But he knew its time had come. 
The tragedy of his martyrdom is that he was announcing this facts begging his 
listeners not to follow the example of their fathers^ folly by resisting and rejecting this 
new development of Godls purposes when the stones of death closed his lips. He had seen 
more clearly than the other disciples that this age of the Spirits which Christ had 
inaugurateds was the fulfilment of the original promise of God; its relation to man was 
independent of the Law or the Temple. It was a spiritual relationship. 


THE MESSAGE OF STEPHEN 

M ND in those days, when the number 
/% of the disciples was multiplied, 
there arose a murmuring of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. Then the twelve 
called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said. It is not reason that we 
should leave the word of God, and serve 
tables. Wherefore, bretliren, look ye out 
among you seven men of honest report, full 
of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business. But we will 
give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word. And the saying 
pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man fttll of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nica- 
nor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas 
a proselyte of Antioch : whom they set before 
the apostles : and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. 

And the word of God increased ^ and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jeru- 
salem greatly 5 and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith. 

Stephen 

And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among the 
people. Then there arose certain of the syna- 
gogue, which is called the synagogue of the 
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Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, 
and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing 
with Stephen. And they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. Then they suborned men, which said. 
We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses, and against God. And they 
stirred up the people, and the eiders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, 
and brought him to the council, and set up 
false witnesses, which said. Tills man ceaseth 
not to speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place, and the law : for we have heard 
him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall de- 
stroy this place, and shall change the customs 
which Moses delivered us. And all that sat 
in the council, looking stedfastiy on him, saw 
his face as it had been tlie face of an angel. 

His Defence 

Then said the high priest. Are these things 

: SO'?; : 

And he said, Men, brethren, and fatliers, 
hearkeni The God of glory appeared unto 
our father Abraham, when he was in Meso- 
potamia, before he dwelt in Charran, and 
said unto him. Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and come into the 
land which I shall shew thee. Then came 
he out of the land of the Chaldseans, and 
dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when 
his father was dead, he removed him into 
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tiois land, wherein ye now dwell. And he 
gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so 
much as to set his foot on: yet he promised 
that he would give it to him for a possession, 
and to his seed after him, when as yet he had 
no child. And God spake on this wise. That 
liis seed should sojourn in a strange lands 
and that they should bring them into bond- 
age, and entreat them evil four hundred 
years. And the nation to whom they shall be 
in bondage will I judge, said God: and after 
that shall they come forth, and serve me in 
this place. And he gave him the covenant of 
circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, 
and circumcised him the eighth day; and 
Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. And the patriarchs, moved with 
envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was 
with him, and delivered him out of all his 
afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom 
in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and 
he made him governor over Egypt and all 
house. Now there came a deartli over all 
the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great 
affliction: and our fathers found no susten- 
ance.^ But when Jacob heard that there was 
corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 

at the second time Joseph was made 
known to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred 
was made known unto Pharaoh, Then sent 
Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, 
and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen 
souls. So Jacob went down into Egypt, and 
died, he, and our fathers, and were carried 
over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre 
that Abraham bought for a sum of money of 
the sons of Ei^or the father of Sychem. 
But when the time of the promise drew nigh, 
which God had sworn to Abraham, the people 


and smote the Egyptian: for he supposed his 
brethren would have understood how that 
God by his hand would deliver them: but 
they understood not. And the next day he 
shewed himself imto them as they strove, 
^d would have set them at one again, say- 
ing, Sirs, ye are brethren j why do ye wrong 
one to another ? But he that did his neighbour 
wrong thrust him away, saying. Who made 
thee a ruler and a judge over us ? Wilt thou 
kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yester- 
day ? Then fled Moses at tliis saying, and was 
a stranger in tlie land of Madian, where he 
begat two sons. And when forty years were 
expired, there appeared to him in the wilder- 
ness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in 
a flame of hre in a bush. VC^hen Aioses saw 
it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew 
near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came 
unto him, saying, I am the God of thy fatliers, 
the God of Abraham, and tlie God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trem- 
bled, and durst not behold. Then said the 
Lord to him. Put off thy shoes from thy feet : 
for the place where thou standest is holy 
groimd. I have seen, I have seen the affliction 
of my people which is in Egypt, and I have 
heard their groaning, and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will send 
thee into Egypt. This Moses whom they 
refused, saying. Who made thee a ruler and 
a judge ? the same did God send to be a ruler 
and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which 
appeared to him in the bush. He brought 
them out, after that he had shewed wonders 
and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the 
Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 
Tltis is that Moses, which said imto the 
children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord 
vour God raise un nni-o -tm,, 


O ye house of Israel;^ have ye oifered to me 
slain beasts and sacrifices 
By the space of forty years in the wilder- 
ness? 

Yea^ ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch^ 
And the star of your god Remphan^ 
Figures v/hich ye made to worship them; 
And I will carry you away beyond Babylon, 
Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in 
the wilderness^ as he had appointed, speak- 
ing unto Moses, that he should make it ac- 
cording to the fashion that he had seen. 
Which also our fathers that came after 
brought in with Jesus into the possession of 
the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the 
face of our fathers, unto the days of Davids 
who found favour before God, and desired 
to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. But 
Solomon built him an house. Howbeit the 
most High dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands ; as saith the prophet. 

Heaven is my throne. 

And earth is my footstool: 

What house will ye build me? saith the 
Lord: 

Or what is the place of my rest? 

Hath not my hand made all these things? 
Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the 
prophets have not your fatliers persecuted? 
and they have slain them which shewed be- 
fore of the coming of the Just One; of whom 
ye have been now the betrayers and mur- 
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derers; who have received the law by the 
disposition of angels, and have not kept it. 

Martyrdom of Stephen 

When they heard these things, they were 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, and said. Behold, 
1 see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. 
Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with 
one accord, and cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 
name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying. Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. And he Imeeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. And Saul was consenting 
unto his death. 

And at that time there was a great per- 
secution against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judsea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. And de- 
vout men carried Stephen to his burial, and 
made great lamentation over him. As for 
Saul, he made havock of the church, entering 
into every house, and haling men and women 
committed them to prison. 


THE MISSION OF PHILIP The Acts of the Apostles 8 , 4-40 

The persecution that followed the stoning of Stephen became — as often happens in the 
Providence of God— the means of promoting the Divine Purpose. The Good News of 
the Gospel j particularly that concerning the gift of the Spirit^ was made known to people 
outside^, but only fust outside^ the strictly Jewish circle of believers. Samaritans were 
unorthodox Jews: the Ethiopian eunuch was a convert tojudaismyand was^ therefore:^ not 
admitted to all the privileges of an Israelite. 


THEREFORE they that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaching the word. 
Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. And the 
people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing 
the miracles which he did. For imclean spirits, 
crying with loud voice, came out of many 
that were possessed with them : and many 
taken with palsies, and that were lame, were 
healed. And there was great joy in that city. 


But there was a certain man, called Simon, 
which beforetime in the same city used sor- 
cery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 
giving out that himself was some great one: 
to whom they all gave heed, from the least 
to the greatest, saying. This man is the great 
power of God. And to him they had regard, 
because that of long time he had bewitched 
them with sorceries. But when they believed 
Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 



BY THE CHURCHES WE CAN TELL 

village church bears witness to the vision and creative spirit erf the disciples of 
Christ, and to the fact that the Gospel message is as important to the little hamlets 
nestling among the hills as it is to a metropolis that claims the attention of the world. 


Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. Then Simon himself believed also: 
and when he was baptized, he continued with 
Phihp, and wondered, beholding the miracles 
and signs which were done. 

In Many Villages 

Now when the apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent tmto them Peter 
and John : who, when they were come down, 
prayed for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost; (for as yet he was fallen upon 
none of them ; only they were baptized in the 
narne of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they 
their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that 
toough laying on of the apostles’ hands the 
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money, saying, Give me also this power, ^ that 
on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive 


the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him. 
Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money. Thou hast neither 
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God. Repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, 
if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art 
m the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said, 
Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of 
these things which ye have spoken come 
upon me. 

And they, when they had testified and 
preached the word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many 
villages of the Smaaritans. 

A Man of Ethiopia 
And the angel of the Lord spake unto 


evLnee of of Christianity there was sonae external and conspicnous 

working reached developed, their view of the Spirit’s 

they ended with the declaration that thf* the Spirit bestowed marvellous gifts, but 

^ u wim me deciaration that the greatest marvel of the Spirit’s power was the creation of a My Hfe. 
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WHERE HIS MESSENGERS HAVE BEEN 

Philip preached the Gospel to many iMlages of the Samaritans, Peter in many cf the 
tovm and cities of Judcea. So the Good News spread in ever-widening circles when, 
upon the persecution of Stephen, the disciples were driven out of Jerusalem. 

Philipj sayings Arise, and go toward the And who shall declare his generation? 

south unto the way that goeth down from For his life is taken from the earth, 

j Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.^ And And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, 

I he arose and went: and, behold, a man of I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 

Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under this ? of himself, or of some other man? Then 

1 Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had Philip opened his mouth, and beg^ at the 

the charge of all her treasure,* and had come same scripture, and preached mto him Jesus, 

to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning. And as they went on their way, they came 

and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the pro- unto a certain water : and the eunuch said, 

phet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go See, here is water; what doth hinder me to 

near, and join thyself to this chariot. And be baptized? And Philip said. If thou be- 

i Philip ran thither to him, and heard him lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 

i read the prophet Esaias, and said. Under- And he answered and said, I believe that 

standest thou what thou readest? And he Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Amd he corn- 

said. How can I, except some man should manded the chariot to stand still: and they 

I guide me? And he desired Philip that he went down both into the water, bo& Philip 

would come up and sit with him. The place and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And 

i of the scripture which he read was this, when they were come up out of the water, the 

i He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that 

! And like a lamb dumb before his shearer, the eunuch saw him no more: and he /went 

i So opened he not his mouth: on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found 

In his humiliation his judgment was taken at Azotus : and passing through he preached 

away: in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea. 

» A desert road, but what a profitable journey! An tjnexpected and, to all appearances, an accidental meeting, 

but actually, how providentid and important. 

® An early instance of the response of the rich and powerful to the Gospel. 
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the Jews took counsel to kill him: but their 
laying await was known of Saul. And they 
watched the gates day and night to kill him. 
Then the disciples took him by nighty and 
let him down by the wall in a basket. 

Said in Jerusalem 

And when Saul was come to Jerusalem^ he 
assayed to join himself to the disciples: but 
they were all afraid of him^ and believed not 
that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took 
him^ and brought liim to the apostles^ and 
declared unto them how he had seen the 
Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to 
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him, and how he had preached boldly at 
Damascus in the name of Jesus. And he was 
with them coming in and going out at Jeru- 
salem. And he spake boldly in the name of 
the Lord JesUs, and disputed against the 
Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 
Which when the brethren knew, they brought 
him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to 
Tarsus. 

Then had the churches rest throughout all 
Jud^a and GaHlee and Samaria, and were 
edified; and walldng in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied. 


THE MISSION OF PETER The Acts of the Apostles 9 , 32— 11 , 18 

More evidence of the creative character of the Gospel is supplied by Peter. He is 
compelled to enlarge his views by a combination of circumstances which can he read only 
as a revelation of God. His experience outruns his theology^ and the Gospel proves its 
power before its philosophy can be formulated. Cornelius was an Italian^ a Roman 
soldier^ a good man who believed in the God of Israel^ but — and this is the vital point — 
he was not circumcised; that is^ he had not submitted to the national religious rite that 
would give him the full privileges of an Israelite. Later ^ the question that is raised here^ 
and dealt with on its merits as an exceptional case^ becomes f, on a matter of principle^ one 
of the bitterest problems of the early church. At this stage^ the story of the admission of 
Cornelius into the Christian fellowship is told to show the widening of the scope of the 
Gospel; the story of Tabitha and the widows^, to show the tender thought and feeling 
for womanhood and widovjhood in the new Faith. 


AND it came to pass, as Peter passed 
throughout all quarters, he came down also 
to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. And 
there he found a certain man named iEneas, 
which had kept his bed eight years, and was 
sick of the palsy. And Peter said xmto him, 
iEneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole : 
arise, and make thy bed. And he arose im- 
mediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and 
Saron saw liim, and turned to the Lord. 

Tabitha 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple 
named Tabitha, which by interpretation is 
called Dorcas: this woman was full of good 
works and almsdeeds which she did. And 
it came to pass in those days, that she was 
sick, and died : whom when they had washed, 
they laid her in an upper chamber. And for- 
asmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was there, 
they sent unto him two men, desiring liim 


that he would not delay to come to them. 
Then Peter arose and went with them. 
When he was come, they brought liim into 
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood 
by him weeping, and shewing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was 
with them. But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him 
to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she 
opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, 
she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and 
lifted her up, and when he had called the 
saints and widows, presented her alive. And 
it was known throughout all Joppa; and 
many believed in the Lord. And it came 
to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa 
with one Simon a tanner. 

Cornelius 

There w^'as a certain man in Gsesarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band, a devout man, and one that 
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feared God with all his house, which gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
alway. He saw in a vision evidently about 
the ninth hour of the day an angel of God 
coming in to him, and saying unto bimj 
Cornelius. And when he looked on hitrij he 
was afraid, and said. What is it. Lord? And 
he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine 
alms are come up for a memorial before God. 
And now send men to Joppa, and call for 
one Simon, whose surname is Peter: he 
lodgeth with one Simon a tarmer, whose 
house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee 
what thou oughtest to do. And when the 
angel which spake imto Cornelius was de- 
parted, he called two of his household ser- 
vants, and a devout soldier of them that 
waited on him continuaUyj and when he 
had declared all these things unto them, he 
sent them to Joppa. 


Peter’s Vision 

On the morrow, as they went on their 
journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter 
went up upon the housetop to pray about 
the sixth hour: and he became very hungry, 
and would have eaten: but while they made 
ready, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descending unto 
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the 
four corners, and let down to the earth: 
wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts 
of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
thmgs, and fowls of the air. And there 
a voice to him. Rise, Peter j kill, and eat. 
But Peter said. Not so. Lord; for I have 
never eaten any thing that is common or 
imclean. And the voice spake unto him a gain 
ibe second time. What God hath cleansed, 
that caU not thou common. This was done 
thrice: and tlie vessel was received up again 
into heaven, 

Noysr while Peter doubted in himself what 
vision which he had seen should mean, 
behold, the men which were sent from Corne- 
hus had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and 
stood before the gate, and caUed, and asked 
Whether Sunon, which was surnamed Peter, 
were lodged there. While Peter thought on 
the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, 
men seek thee. Arise therefore, and 
get thee down, and go with them, doubting 
notlung: for I have sent them. Then Peter 
went down to the men which were sent imto 
hun from Cornelius; and said. Behold, l am 


'e he whom ye seek: what is the cause where- 
d fore ye are come ? ^d they said, Cornelius 
It the centurion, a just man, and one that 
d feareth God, and of good report among all 
1 , the nation of the Jews, was warned from God 
e by an holy angel to send for thee into his 
1 house, and to hear words of thee. Then 
e called he them in, and lodged them. 

[ Peter and Cornelius 

: And on the morrow Peter went away with 

5 them, and certain brethren from Joppa ac- 
5 companied him. And the morrow after they 
entered into Cssarea. And Cornelius waited 
for them, and had called together his kins- 
: men and near friends. And as Peter was 
! coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down 
: at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter 
took him up, saying. Stand up; I myself also 
am a man. And as he taUted with him, he 
went in, and found many that were come 
together. And he said unto them. Ye know 
how that it is an unlawful thing for a rnnr. 
that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto 
one of another nation; but God hath shewed 
me that I should not call any man common 
or unclean. Therefore came I unto you 
without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent 
for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have 
sent for me? And Cornelius said. Four days 
ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the 
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, be- 
holdj a man stood before me in bright cloth- 
ings and saids CorneliuSs thy prayer is heard, 
and thine alms are had in remembrance in 
the sight of God. Send therefore to Joppa, 
^d call hither Simon, whose surname is 
Peter j he is lodged in the house of one 
Simon a tanner by the sea side : who, when 
he cometh, shall speak unto thee. Immedi- 
ately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast 
weU done that thou art come. Now there- 
fore are we all here present before God, to 
hear all things that are commanded thee of 
God. 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said. 

Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons : but in every nation he that feareth 
hm, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him. The word which God sent imto 
me children of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) that word, 

I say, yeknow, which waspublishedthrough- 

out all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after 
the baptism which John preached; how God 


anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power: who went about do- 
ing goodj and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with him. And 
we are witnesses of all things which he did 
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusa- 
lem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree; 
him God raised up the third day, and shewed 
him openly; not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him after he rose 
from the dead. And he commanded us to 
preach unto the people, and to testify that 
it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. To him give all 
the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. 

While Peter yet spake these words, die 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word. And they of the circumcision wliich 
believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard diem speak with tongues, and 
magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can 
any man forbid water, diat these should not 
be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we? And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

Peter at Jerusalem 

And the aposdes and brethren that were 
in Jud^a heard that the Gentiles had also 
received the word of God. And when Peter 
was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of 
the circumcision contended with him, saying. 
Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and 
didst eat with them. But Peter rehearsed the 
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matter from the beginning, and expotmded 
it by order unto them, saying, I was in the 
city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw 
a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had 
been a great sheet, let down from heaven by 
four corners; and it came even to me; upon 
the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I 
considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air. And I heard a voice 
saying unto me. Arise, Peter; slay and eat. 
But I said, Not so. Lord: for nothing com- 
mon or unclean hath at any time entered 
into my mouth. But the voice answered me 
again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common. And this was 
done three times; and aU were drawn up 
again into heaven. And, behold, immediately 
there were three men already come unto the 
house where I was, sent from Cssarea unto 
me. And the spirit bade me go with them, 
nothing doubting. Moreover these six breth- 
ren accompanied me, and we entered into 
the man’s house; and he shewed us how he 
had seen an angel in his house, which stood 
and said unto him. Send men to Joppa, and 
call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who 
shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all 
thy house shall be saved. And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us 
at the beginning. Then remembered I the 
word of the Lord, how that he said, John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch 
then as God gave them the like gift as he did 
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; what was I, that I could withstand 
God? When they heard these things, they 
held their peace, and glorified God, saying. 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life. 


THE FIRST PERIOD OF CHRISTIAN PROGRESS 

A.D. 30 Pentecost The Gift of the Spirit 
30-35 Proclaiming the Gospel in Jerusalem 
36-39 Missions throughout Palestine 
40-46 Founding of the Church at Antioch 
46-48 Missionary journey to Asia Minor 
49 The Council of Jerusalem 
49-53 The Gospel carried to Europe 
53-57 Evangelizing Europe and Asia 
57-63 PauPs Trial and Imprisonment. 

These dates are approximate^ but are generally accepted. Where critical scholarship gives other dates, the 
diiference lies within very narrow limits. 
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CREATIVE ACTION 

COURAGEOUS SERVICE FOR THE LORD OF LIFE 


THE ACTS OF TFIE APOSTLES 


CHAPTERS 11, 19 - 21 , i6 


JZftnh example of courageous and creative action, but it 

ought to be noted that we have, in Barnabas, an earlier expression of the same spirit 
was his initiative tnat brought Paul to Antioch. Indeed there must have been a very 
lively spirit of daring creativeness among all the members of this early Christian com- 
munity. Otherwise, how could such a mixed company of different nationalities ever 
havejormed a united church or fellowship there, or have sent, as they did, three of their 

first of its kind? We are told that the 
at Antioch, and it may be that the name, used by 
somem derision^ the enterprising people who bore it, carried the idea of unusual 
creative aUion. Certainly it cannot be denied that Paul, who was of their number, had 
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N OW they which were scattered 
abroad upon the persecution that 
arose about Stephen travelled as 

far aaPhenice, and Cyprus, and 

Antioch, preaching the word to none but 
unto the Jews only. And some of them were 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when 
they were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And 
the hand of the Lord was with them : and a 
great number believed, and turned unto the 
Lord. Then tidings of these things came 
^to the ears of the church which was in 
Jemsalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, 
go as far as Antioch. Who 


the spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to 
pass in the days of Claudius C^sar. Then 
the disciples, every man according to liis 
ability, determined to send relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Jud^a: which also 
they did, and sent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

The Church in Jerusalem 
Now about that the long 

stretched forth his hands to vex certain of 
the church. And he killed James the brother 
of John with the sword. And because he saw 






FROM EAST TO WEST THE GOOD NEWS RUNS 

In Antioch one of the first Christian churches was founded. Far in the West^ following 
close on the discovery of the New Worlds the foundations of a Christian church:^ now 
the cathedral of Mexico City^ were laid on the site of a war-god's temple. 


his chains fell off from Ms hands. And the 
angel said unto him^ Gird thyself, and bind 
on thy sandals. And so he did. Andhesaith 
unto him^ Cast thy garment about thee^ and 
follow me. And he went out^ and followed 
him^ and wist not that it was true wMch was 
done by the ange^ but thought he saw a 
vision. When they were past the first and 
tlie second ward^ they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth unto the city^ which opened 
to them of Ms own accord: and they went 
outj and passed on through one street; and 
forthwith the angel departed from Mm. And 
when Peter was come to Mmself^ he said. 
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all tlie expecta- 


tion of the people of the Jews. And when 
he had considered the thing, he came to 
the house of Mary the motlier of Jolm, 
whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. And as 
Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. Amd 
when she knew Peter^s voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told 
how Peter stood before the gate. And they 
said unto her. Thou art mad. But she con- 
stantly affirmed that it was even so. Then 
said they. It is Ms angel. But Peter continued 
knocking: and when they had opened the 
door, and saw him, they were astomshed* 
But he, beckoning unto them with the hand 
to hold their peace, declared unto them how 
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the Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said. Go shew these things unto 
Janies, and to the brethi'en. And he de- 
parted, and went into another place. Now 
as soon as it was day, there was no small stir 
among the soldiers, what was become of 
Peter. And when Herod had sought for him, 
and found him not, he examined the keepers, 
and commanded that they should be put to 
death. And he went down from Judsea to 
Caesarea, and there abode. 

And Herod was highly displeased with 
them of Tyre and Sidon : but they came with 
one accord to him, and, having made Blastus 
the king’s chamberlain tlieir friend, desired 
peace i because their country was nourished 


by the king’s country. And upon a set day 
Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his 
throne, and made an oration unto them. 
And the people gave a shout, saying. It is 
the voice of a god, and not of a man. And 
immediately the angel of tlie Lord smote 
him, because he gave not God the glory: and 
he was eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghost. 

But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

Barnabas^ Saul^ and Mark 

And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
Jerusalem, when tliey had fulfilled their 
ministry, and took with them Jolm, whose 
surname was Mark. 


THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 13, 1—14, 28 

Every journey for the Gospel is also a journey into the Gospel; wider vistas of meaning 
come into view as its mission is pressed forward. So these missionary journeys of PauVs 
are also revelations. They show the great truths of the Gospel:^ which life and work^ at 
different timeS:, brought into prominence. Speaking at the conclusion of the first journey^ 
the apostle said it had established the fact that God had ^opened a door of faith unto the 
Gentiles\ This door of faith is the door of the soul^ of marHs inner personality. Men 
open their hearts to those they believe in^ and to no others. That is why Paul made it his 
first task to get people to believe in Christ — so that they would open their hearts to Himj 
and thus receive His Spirit:, and therewith all that is meant by salvation. 


NOW there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers | as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Gyrene, and Manaen, which 
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said. Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away. 

A Proconsul Converted 

So they, being sent forth by the Holy 
Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus. And when 
they were at Salamis, they preached the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and 
they had also John to their xninister. And 
when they had gone through the isle unto 
Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus : 
which was with the deputy of the country. 


Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called 
for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear 
the word of God. But Elymas tlie sorcerer 
(for so is his name by interpretation) with- 
stood them, seeking to turn away the deputy 
from the faith. Then Saul, (who also is 
called Paul,) filled vrith the Holy Ghost, set 
his eyes on him, and said, O full of all 
subtilty and all miscliief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the 
Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, 
not seeing the sun for a season. And im- 
mediately there fell on him a mist and a dark- 
ness; and he went about seeking some to lead 
him by the hand. Then the deputy, when he 
saw what was done, believed, being aston- 
ished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

John Mark Returns Home 

Now when Paul and his company loosed 
from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pam- 
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phylia: and John departing from them re- 
turned to Jerusalem. But when they de- 
parted from Perga^ they came to Antioch in 
Pisidia^ and went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day5 and sat dovm. And after the 
reading of the law and the prophets the rulers 
of the synagogue sent unto them^ sayings Ye 
men and brethren^ if ye have any word of 
exhortation for the people^ say on. 

PauVs Discourse 

Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with 
his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear 
God, give audience. The God of this people 
of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the 
people when they dwelt as strangers in the 
land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought 
he them out of it. And about the time of 
forty years suffered he their manners in the 
wilderness. And when he had destroyed 
seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he 
divided their land to them by lot. And after 
that he gave mto them judges about the 
space of four hundred and fifty years, imtil 
Samuel the prophet. And afterward they 
desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul 
the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benja- 
min, by the space of forty years. And when 
he had removed him, he raised up \into them 
David to be their king; to whom also he gave 
testimony, and said, I have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, 
which shall fulfil all my will. Of this man’s 
seed hath God according to his promise raised 
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: when John had 
first preached before his coming the baptism 
of repentance to all the people of Israel. And 
as John fulfilled his course, he said. Whom 
think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, 
there cometh one after me, whose shoes of 
his feet I am not worthy to loose. Men and 
brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, 
and whosoever among you feareth God, to 
you is the word of this salvation sent. For 
they that dwell at Jesusalem, and their rulers, 
because they knew him not, nor yet the voices 
of the prophets which are read every sabbath 
day, they have fulfilled them in condemning 
him. And though they found no cause of 
death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he 
should be slain. And when they had fulfilled 
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all that was written of him, they took him 
down from the tree, and laid him in a sepul- 
chre. But God raised him from the dead: 
and he was seen many days of them which 
came up with him from GaHiee to Jerusalem, 
who are his witnesses unto the people. And 
we declare tinto you glad tidings, how that 
the promise which was made imto the fathers, 
God hath fulfilled the same xmto us their 
children, in that he hath raised up Jesus 
again; as it is also written in the second 
psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. And as concerning that he 
raised him up from the dead, now no more 
to return to corruption, he said on this wise, 

I will give you the sure mercies of David. 
Wherefore he saith also in another psalm. 
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. For David, after he had served 
his own generation by the will of God, fell 
on sleep, and was laid imto his fathers, and 
saw corruption: but he, whom God raised 
again, saw no corruption. Be it known un- 
to you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached imto you the 
forgiveness of sins : and by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all tilings, from which 
ye could not be justified^ by the law of Moses . 
Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets; 

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish: 

For I work a work in your days, 

A work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you. 

And when the Jews were gone out of the 
synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these 
words might be preached to them the next 
sabbath. Now when the congregation was 
broken up, many of the Jews and religious 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas : who, 
speaking to them, persuaded them to con- 
tinue in the grace of God. 

And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God. 
But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and spake againstthose 
things which were spoken by Paul, contra- 
dicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and 
Barnabas waxed bold, and said^ It was neces- 
sary that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it 


* It is not the man who thinks he can justify himself— put himself in the right in the sight of God— by 
keeping the Law who is acceptable to God, for no man can keep the Law perfectly, but the man who comes to 
God, as a child comes to a good father, with a spirit of trust and love ; because this is the true and right way— 
the way Christ has brought to light. 
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door of faith unto the Gentiles. And there 
they abode long time with the disciples. 

THDE CHURCH COUNCIL. Acts 15 , 1-35 

Is faith sufficient for salvation? That was the 
crux of the question before the council. There 
were some who held that Gentile converts 
could not be saved unless they also observed the 
rites of the Jewish religion. Pauls argument 
against this view was an appeal to facts^ and 
for the recognition of the answer God Himself 
had given in bestowing His Spirit upon 
Gentiles in response to their faith. The council 
supported him. 

And certain men which came down from 
Judaea taught the brethren, and said. Except 
ye be circumcised after the manner ojf Moses, 
ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul 
and Barnabas had ho small dissension and 
disputation with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. And being 
brought on their way by the church, they 
passed through Phenice and Samaria, de- 
claring the conversion of the Gentiles : and 
they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 
And when they were come to Jerusalem, they 
were received of the church, and of the 
apostles and elders, and they declared all 
things that God had done with them. But 
there rose up certain of the sect of the Phari- 
sees which believed, saying. That it was 
needful to circumcise them, and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses . 

Speeches by Peter and James 

And the apostles and elders came together 
for to consider of this matter. And when 
there had been much disputing, Peter rose 
up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, 
ye know how that a good while ago God made 
choice among us, that the Gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word of the gospel, 
and believe. And God, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us ; and put 
no difference between us and them, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why 
tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck 
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of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor 
we were able to bear? But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they. 

Then all the multitude kept silence, and 
gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declar- 
ing what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

And after they had held their peace, James 
answered, saying. Men and bretliren, hearken 
unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at 
the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name. And to this 
agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written. 

After this I will return. 

And will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down ; 

And I will build again the ruins thereof. 

And I will set it up: 

That the residue of men might seek after 
the Lord, 

And all the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
is called, 

Saith the Lord, who doeth all these tilings. 

Known imto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world. 

Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble 
not them, which from among the Gentiles 
are turned to God: but that we write unto 
them, that they abstain from pollutions of 
idols, and from fornication, and from tilings 
strangled, and from blood.^ For Moses of old 
time hath in every city them that preach him, 
being read in the synagogues every sabbath 
day. 

Peace Restored 

Then pleased it the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send chosen men 
of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas ; namely, Judas surnamed Bar- 
sabas, and Silas, cliief men among the breth- 
ren: and they wrote letters by them after this 
manner; The apostles and elders and breth- 
ren send greeting tmto the brethren wiiich 
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia: forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, say- 
ing, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the 
law: to whom we gave no such command- 


^ Some regard the acceptance of these prohibitionsj which have a dose association witli particular heathen 
and Jewish customs, as a partial concession to the extremists for the sake of promoting full social intercourse 
between Jewish and Gentile Christians— a common-sense compromise, not of principle, but of practice. 
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mentr it seemed good unto us, being as- 
sembled with one accord, to send chosen 
men unto you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, men that have hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who 
shall also tell you the same things by mouth. 
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and 
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things j that ye abstain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornication: 
from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do 
well. Fare ye well. 


So when they were dismissed, they came 
to Antioch: and when they had gathered 
the multitude together, they delivered the 
epistle: which when they had read, they re- 
joiced for the consolation. And Judas and 
Silas, being prophets also themselves, ex- 
horted the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed them. And after they had tarried 
there a space, they were let go in peace from 
the brethren unto the apostles. Notwith- 
standing it pleased Silas to abide there still 
Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, 
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, 
with many others also. 


THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 15, 36 -I 8 , 32 

If faith is the heywwd of the first journey, freedom is the keyword of the second. It 
cippears frequently in the epistles that have links with this journey, and its character is 
tllmtrated by many of the events that mark the progress of the mission. Paul seems, at 
this time, to have been feeling what is again to-day stirring in our consciousness— the 
dignity conferred on man by the gift of freedom, and the impossibility of measuring, or 
^en anticipating, the glory that would come to mankind from its right exercise. For 
freedom of soul is the essential condition of creative activity — the first step to a new 
creatim. And as we travel with the apostle these thoughts are confirmed by what we 
see. Mm and womm are liberated by the Gospel. It is its purpose to free the soul from 
all that emlaves, paralyses, and imprisons it,- from its fears of death and the unknown, 
jrom tts bondage to evil and sin, from its foolish habits and its feeble will. 


AND some days after Paul said unto Barna- 
bas, Lfit us go again and visit our brethren, 
in every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and see how they do. And 
Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought 
not good to take him with them, who de- 
parted ftom them from Pamphylia, and went 
not with them to the work. And the conten- 


of by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconiira. Him would Paul have to go forth 
with him; and took and circumcised him be- 
cause of the Jews which were in those quar- 
ters : for they knew all that his father was a 
Greek, ^d as they went through the cities, 
they delivered them the decrees for to keep, 
that were ordained of the apostles and elders 







NOW ALL THE CONTINENTS HAVE HEARD THE NEWS 

It was a great day in the history of Christianity when the Apostle^ having preached in 
Asia^ crossed to Europe with the Gospel Message. To PauVs triumphs must now be 
added the story of the spread of the Gospel to Africa^ America^, and Australasia. 


among tht which was Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, and a woman named Damaris^, and 
others with them. 

At Corinth 

After these things Paul departed from 
Athens, and came to Gorinthi and found a 
certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla ; 
(because that Claudius had eommanded all 
Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto 
them. And because he was of the same craft, 
he abode with them, and wrought: for by 
their occupation they were tentmakers. And 
he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, 
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks, 

And when Silas and Timotheus were come 


from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the 
spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was 
Christ. And when they opposed themselves, 
and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and 
said mito them, Your blood be upon your 
own headss I am clean: from henceforth I 
will go unto the Gentiles, And he departed 
thence, and entered into a certain man’s 
house, named Justus, one that worshipped 
God, whose house Joined hard to the syna- 
gogue. And Grispus, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
house; and many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized. Then spake the 
Lord to Paul in the night by a vision. Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 
for I am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee : for I have much people in 
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this city. And he continued there a year and 
six months, teaching the word of God among 
them. 

And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, 
the Jews made insurrection with one accord 
against Paul, and brought him to the judg- 
ment seat, saying. This fellow persuadetli 
men to worship God contrary to the law. 

And when Paul was now about to open his 
mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were 
a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye 
Jews, reason would that I should bear with 
you: but if it be a question of words and 
names, and of your law, look ye to it^ for I 
will be no judge of such matters. And he 
drave them from the judgment seat. Then 
all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler 
of the synagogue, and beat him before the 

THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY The Acts of the Apostles 18, 23—21, i6 

The dominant note of this section is fellowships and it completes the threefold revelation 
of the Apostle^ $ missionary works that the keywords of the Gospel for the world are 
Faiths Freedoms and Fellowship. Friends new and old gather round Paul at Ephesus 
ands at the other places he visitSs there are meetings and farewells that breathe the spirit 
of a true and noble fellowship. From his epistles we learn that at this time the Apostle 
instituted a collection for the poor and needy saints at Jerusalem. How dijferentfrom 
the temper of the guild of Ephesian silver smiihsswho cared for no one but themselvess and 
for nothing but their trade! He also may havefoundeds while in the district under the 
shadow of Diana! s temples one or more of the seven churches to which the Book of 
Revelation ts addressed. Churches we call thems but is not that simply another name 
for the Houses of Fellowships human and Divine? And is not religion but another word 
for Fellowships through Christs ‘^ith God and all men ? 

AND after he had spent some time there^ come, helped them much which had believed 
he departed, and went over all the country through grace: for he mightily convinced the 

Galatia and Phrygia in order strengthen- Jews and that publicklv shewins bv the 


judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none 
of those things. 

And Paul after this tarried there yet a good 
while, and then took his leave of the breth- 
ren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with 
liim Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his 
head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. And 
he came to Ephesus, and left them there : but 
he himself entered into the synagogue, and 
reasoned with the Jews. When they desired 
him to tarry longer time with them, he con- 
sented not; but bade them farewell, saying, 
I must by all means keep this feast that 
cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again 
unto you, if God will. And he sailed from 
Ephesus. And when he had landed at 
C$sarea, and gone up, and saluted the 
church, he went down to Antioch. 


saying unto the people^, that they should be- 
lieve on him which should come after him, 
that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard 
this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on 
them^ and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied. And all the men were about 
twelve. 

And he went into tiie synagogue, and spake 
boldly for the space of three months, disput- 
ing and persuading the tilings concerning 
the kingdom of God. But when divers were 
hardened, and believed not, but spake evil 
of that v/ay before the multitude, he de- 
parted from them, and separated the dis- 
ciples, disputing daily in the school of one 
Tsrrannus. And this continued by the space 
of two years; so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. And God wrought special 
miracles by the hands of Paul: so that from 
his body were brought unto the sick hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases de- 
parted from them, and the evil spirits went 
out of them. Then certain of the vagabond 
Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over 
them which had evil spirits the name of the 
Lord Jesus, saying. We adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven 
sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the 
priests, which did so. And the evil spirit 
answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are ye? And the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
overcame them, and prevailed against them, 
so that tliey hed out of that house naked and 
wounded. And this was known to all the 
Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; 
and fear fell on them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified. And many that 
believed came, and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds. Many of them also which used 
curious arts brought their books together, 
and burned them before all men: and they 
counted the price of them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed. 

After these things were ended, Paul pur- 
posed in the spirit, when he had passed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to 
Jerusalem, saying. After I have been diere, 
I must also see Rome. So he sent into Mace- 
donia two of them that ministered unto him, 
Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself 
stayed in Asia for a season. 
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Diana^s Temple 

And the same time there arose no small 
stir about that way. For a certain man named 
Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver 
shrines for Diana, brought no small gain 
unto the craftsmen; whom he called together 
with the workmen of like occupation, and 
said, Sirs, ye know that by tliis craft we have 
our wealA. Moreover ye see and hear, that 
not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout 
all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people, saying that tliey be no 
gods, which are made with hands: so that 
not only this our craft is in danger to be set 
at nought; but also that the temple of the 
great goddess Diana should be despised, and 
her magnificence should be destroyed, whom 
ail Asia and the world worshippeth. And 
when they heard these sayings, they were 
full of wrath, and cried out, saying. Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians. And the whole city 
was filled with confusion : and having caught 
Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, 
Paul’s companions in travel, they rushed 
with one accord into the theatre. And when 
Paul would have entered in unto the people, 
the disciples suffered him not. And certain 
of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, 
sent unto him, desiring him that he would 
not adventure himself into the theatre. Some 
therefore cried one thing, and some another: 
for the assembly was confused; and the more 
part knew not wherefore they were come to- 
gether. And they drew Alexander out of the 
multitude, the Jews putting him forward. 
And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and 
would have made his defence imto the people. 
But when they knew that he was a Jew, all 
with one voice about the space of two hours 
cried out. Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
And when the townclerk had appeased the 
people, he said. Ye men of Ephesus, what 
man is there that knoweth not how that the 
city of the Ephesians is a wor shipper of the 
great goddess Diana, and of the image 
fell down from Jupiter? Seeing then that 
these things caimot be spoken against, ye 
ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. 
For ye have brought hither these men, which 
are neither robbers of churches, nor yet 
blasphemers of your goddess. Wherefore if 
Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are 
with him, have a matter against any man, the 
law is open, and there are deputies : let them 
implead one another. But if ye inquire any 
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thing concerning other matters^ it shall be 
determined in a lawful assembly. For we 
are in danger to be called in question for this 
day’s uproar^, there being no cause whereby 
we may give an account of this concourse. 
And when he had thus spoken^j he dismissed 
the assembly; 

A Visit to Greece 

And after the uproar was ceased^ Paul 
called unto him the disciplesa and embraced 
them^ and departed for to go into Macedonia. 
And when he had gone over those parts^ and 
had given them much exhortation^ he came 
into Greece^ and there abode three months. 
And when the Jews laid wait for him^ as he 
was about to sail into Syria^ he purposed to 
return through Macedonia. And there ac- 
companied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; 
and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and 
Secundus; and Gains of Derbe^ and Timo- 
theus; and of Asia^ Tychicus and Trophimus. 
These going before tarried for us at Troas. 
And we sailed away from Philippi after the 
days of unleavened breads and came xmto 
them to Troas in five days; where we abode 
seven days. 

A Farewell Meeting 

And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them, ready to depart 
on the morrow; and continued his speech 
until midnight. And there were many lights 
in the upper chamber, where they were 
gathered together. And there sat in a win- 


go afoot. And when he met with us at Assos, 

we took him in, and came to Mitylene. And 
we sailed thence, and came the next day over 
against Chios; and the next day we arrived 
at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and 
the next day we came to Miletus. For Paul 
had determined to sail by Ephesus, because 
he would not spend the time in Asia: for he 
hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at 
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

A Farewell to the Ephesians 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. And when 
they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into 
Asia, after what manner I have been with 
you at ail seasons, serving the Lord with ail 
humility of mind, and with many tears, and 
temptations, which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews: and how I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable unto you, but have 
shewed you, and have taught you publickiy, 
and from house to house, testifying both to 
the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Clnist. And now, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there ; save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of 
these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God. And now, 
behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 


and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inherit- 
ance among all them which are sanctified. 
I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or 
apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me. I have 
shewed you all tilings, how that so labouring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said. 
It is more blessed to give tiian to receive. 

And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled 
down, and prayed with them ail. And tliey 
all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and 
kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the 
words which he spake, that they should see 
Ills face no more. And they accompanied 
him unto the ship. 

A Friendly Warning 

And it came to pass, that after we v^ere 
gotten from them, and had launched, we 
came with a straight course unto Coos, and 
the day following unto Rhodes, and from 
thence unto Patara : and finding a ship sailing 
over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set 
forth. Now when we had discovered Cyprus, 
we left it on the left hand, and sailed into 
Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship 
was to imlade her burden. And finding dis- 
ciples, we tarried there seven days: who said 
to Paul tlirough the Spirit, that he should not 
go up to Jerusalem. And when we had ac- 
complished those days, we departed and went 
our way; and they all brought us on our way, 
with wives and children, till we were out of 
the city: and we kneeled down on the shore. 
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and prayed. And when we had taken our 
leave one of another, we took ship ; and they 
returned home again. 

The Apostle's Resolve 

And when we had finished our course from 
Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the 
brethren, and abode with them one day. And 
the next day we that were of Paul’s company 
departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we 
entered into the house of Philip the evan- 
gelist, which was one of the seven; and abode 
with him. And the same man had four daugh- 
ters, virgins, which did prophesy. And as 
we tarried there many days, there came down 
from Judaea a certain prophet, named Aga- 
bus. And when he was come unto us, he 
took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands 
and feet, and said. Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind 
the man that owneth this girdle, and shall 
deliver Ifim into the hands of the Gentiles. 
And v/hen we heard these things, both we, 
and they of that place, besought him not to 
go up to Jerusalem, Then Paul answered. 
What mean ye to weep and to break mine 
heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. And when he would not be 
persuaded, we ceased, saying. The will of the 
Lord be done. 

And after those days we took up our car- 
riages, and went up to Jerusalem. There 
went with us also certain of the disciples of 
Ggesarea, and brought with them one Mnason 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we 
should lodge. 


FROM THE DAYS OF THE APOSTLES TO OUR OWN TIME 

According to the latest figures, there are to-day nearly 700 million Christians in the world, Granting that 
in such a list the name Christian is used in its broadest sense, and that generous allowances must be matte lor 
statistics of this character, the figures still are a striking witness to the growing infiuence of Ghristiamty. And 
more so when their rate of increase is considered. From available statistics there were 50 million Cnnstians 
at the end of the tenth century. Five centuries later the number had grown to 100 millions, and m tliree more 
centuries this figure was doubled. At the end of the next hundred years, that is by a,d. 1900, the number 
approached 500 millions. The figures are still growing. What power for God and righteousness this host 
might wieldi 


IN CHAINS 



THE WORK OF THE LORD OF LIFE IMPEDED 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


CHAPTERS 21, 17—28, 31 


It must not he thought^ from the emphasis we are giving to the creative zvork of the 
Gospel^ that we do not appreciate as we should the redemptive mission of our Lord. 
We would emphatically declare that the fir sty and ever the most beloved name of Jesus^ 
is that of our Redeemer. But for what purpose are we redeemed? Surely that we might 
become sons of God^ bearing the image and spirit of our Creator ^ entering as sons into 
His creative purpose and using all the creative gifts He has bestowed upon us for its 
realization. How great is our calling — to be creators y with Him^ of a new humanity! 
What a calling for the times in which we live! And what an opportunity! But what is 
the position? Christianity is in chains. Its creative forces are bound to-day y as in the 
latter days of PauVs heroic lifcy by political considerations in foreign countries y and by 
social and religious conventions in our own country. Fortunately the Cause of God goes 
ahead in spite of bonds y often by means of them; but what triumphs it could achieve if it 
were free! 


THE APOSTLE IN CHAINS 

^ND when we were come to Jerusalem, 
the bretliren received us gladly. 
And the day following Paul went 
, in with us unto James; and all the 
elders were present. And when he had 
saluted them, he declared particularly what 
things God had wrought among the Gentiles 
by his ministry. And when they heard it, 
glorified the Lord, and said unto him, 
cggo'f brother how manv thousands 


The Acts of the Apostles 21 , 17 — 26 , 32 

eluded that they observe no such thing, save 
only that they keep themselves from things 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication. Then Paul 
took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself with them entered into the temple, 
to signify the accomplishment of the days of 
purification, xmtil that an offering should be 
offered for every one of them. 


him, tidings came unto the chief captain of 
the band, that all J erusalem was in an uproar. 
Who immediately took soldiers and cen- 
turions, and ran down imto them: and when 
they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, 
they left beating of Paul. Then the chief 
captain came near, and took him, and com- 
manded him to be bound with two chains ^ 
and demanded who he was, and what he had 
done. And some cried one thing, some an- 
other, among the multitude: and when he 
could not know the certainty for the tumult, 
he commanded him to be carried into the 
castle. And when he came upon the stairs, 
so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers 
for the violence of the people. For the mul- 
titude of the people followed after, crying. 
Away with him. 

PauVs Defence 

And as Paul was to be led into the castle, 
he said imto the chief captain, May I speak 
unto thee? Who said, Canst thou speak 
Greek? Art not thou that Egyptian, which 
before these days madest an uproar, and 
leddest out into the wilderness four thousand 
men that were murderers? But Paul said, I 
am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city 
in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I 
beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the 
people. And when he had given him licence, 
Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with 
the hand unto the people. And when there 
was made a great silence, he spake \mto them 
in the Hebrew tongue, saying. 

Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my 
defence which I make now imto you. (And 
when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew 
tongue to them, they kept the more silence: 
and he saith,) I am verily a man which am a 
Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet 
brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect manner 
of the law of the fathers, and was zealous to- 
ward God, as ye all are this day. And X per- 
secuted this way unto the death, binding and 
delivering into prisons both men and women. 
As also the high priest doth bear me witness, 
and all the estate of the elders: from whom 
also I received letters unto the brethren, and 
went to Damascus, to bring them which 
were there bound imto Jerusalem, for to be 
punished. And it came to pass, that, as I 
made my journey, and was come nigh unto 
Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone 


THE ACTS 22, 25 

from heaven a great light round about me. 
And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice 
saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? And I answered. Who art thou. 
Lord? And he said unto me, l am Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. And they 
that were with me saw indeed the light, and 
were afraid; but they heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me. And I said. What shall 
I do. Lord? And tlie Lord said unto me. 
Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it 
shall be told thee of all things which are 
appointed for thee to do. And when I could 
not see for the glory of that light, being led 
by the hand of them that were with me, I 
came into Damascus. And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, having a 
good report of all the Jews which dwelt 
there, came unto me, and stood, and said 
imto me. Brother Saul, receive thy sight. 
And the same hour I looked up upon him. 
And he said. The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his 
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest 
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt 
be his wimess unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord. And 
it came to pass, that, when I was come again 
to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trtoce; and saw him say- 
ing unto me. Make haste, and get thee quickly 
out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive 
thy testimony concerning me. And I said, 
Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat 
in every synagogue them that believed on 
thee: and when the blood of thy martyr 
Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, 
and consenting unto his death, and kept the 
raiment of them that slew him. And he said 
unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles. 

And they gave him audience unto this 
word, and then Hfted up their voices, and 
said. Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live. And as 
they cried out, and cast ojff their clothes, and 
threw dust into the air, the chief captain 
commanded him to be brought into the 
castle, and bade that he should be examined 
by scourging; that he might know where- 
fore they cried so against him. And as they 
bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the 
centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and 
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luicondeniiied ? When the centurion heard 
that, he went and told the chief captain, say- 
ing;. Take heed what thou doest; for this man 
is a Homan. Then the chief captain came, 
and said unto^ him. Tell me, art thou a 
Homan? He said. Yea. And the chief captain 
answered. With a great sum obtained I this 
freedom. And Paul said. But I was free 
born. Then straightway they departed from 
him which should have examined him; and 
the chief captain also was afraid, after he 
Imew that he was a Roman, and because he 
had boimd him. 

On the morrow, because he would have 
known the certainty wherefore he was ac- 
cused of the Jews, he loosed him from his 
bands, and commanded the chief priests and 
all their council to appear, and brought Paul 
down, and set him before them. 


The Lord Stood by Him 

And the night following the Lord stood 
by him, and said. Be of good cheer, Paul: for 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so 
must thou bear witness also at Rome. 


Paul Before the Council 

And Paul, earnestly beholding the coun- 
cil, said, Men ^d brethren, I have lived in 
all good conscience before God until this 
day. And the high priest Ananias com- 
manded them that stood by him to smite him 
on the mouth. Then said Paul unto him, 
God shaU smite thee, thou whited waU: for 
sittest thou to judge me after the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to 
the law? And they that stood by said, Re- 
vilest thou God’s high priest? Then said 
Paid, I wist not, brethren, that he was the 
high priest : for it is written. Thou shalt not 
speak evil of the ruler of thy people. But 
whem Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out m the council. Men and brethren, I am 
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee : of the hope 
and resurrection of the dead I am caUed in 
question. And when he had so said, there 
arose a dissension between the Pharisees 
Md the Sadducees: and the multitude was 
mvided. For Ae Sadducees say that there 
IS no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: 
but the Pharisees confess both. And there 
arose a great cry: and the scribes that were 
of the Ph^sees’ part arose, and strove, say- 
ing, We find no evil in this man: but if a 
spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us 
not fight agamst God. And when there arose 
a grm ^ssension, the chief captain, fearing 
lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces 
of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, 
^d to take him by forcg from among them, 

and to brmg him mto the castle. 


A Plot Against His Life 

And when it was day, certain of the Jews 
banded together, and bound themselves un- 
der a curse, saying that they would neither 
eat nor drink till they had Idlled Paul. And 
they were more than forty which had ma de 
this conspiracy. And they came to the chief 
priests and elders, and said. We have bound 
ourselves under a great curse, that we will 
eat nothing un^ we have slain Paul. Now 
therefore ye with the council signify to the 
chief captain that he bring him down unto 
you to morrow, as though ye would inquire 
something more perfectly concerning him: 
and we, or ever he come near, are ready to 
kill him. i^d when Paul’s sister’s son heard 
of their lying in wait, he went and entered 
mto the castle, and told Paul. Then Paul 
called one of the centurions unto him^ and 
said. Bring this young man unto the chiVf 
captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell 
him. So he took him, and brought him to 
the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner 
caUed me unto him, and prayed me to bring 

lWsyoungmanuntothee,whohathsome- 
thmg to say unto thee. Then the chief cap- 
mm took him by the hand, and went with 
hun aside privately, and asked him. What is 
that thou hast to teU me? And he said. The 
Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou 
wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into 
the council, as though they would inquire 
somewhat of him more perfectly. But do 
not thou yield unto them: for there lie in 
them more than forty mpn 
which have bound themselves with an oath 
that they will neither eat nor drink till they 
have killed him: and now are they ready, 
lookmg for a promise from thee. So the 
chief captain then let the young man depart, 
and charged him. See thou tell no man that 
mou hast shewed these things to me. And 
he called unto him two centurions, saying. 
Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to 
Gasarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, 
^d spearmen two hundred, at the third 
tour of the nighty and provide them beasts, 
tbat they may set Paul 0115 and bring him 
safe unto Felix the governor. 





IF ONLY THE WORLD’S METROPOLIS COULD 




The magnitude of PauTs outlook is reflected in his desire to carrv t r>i . 

>mtual ^His Lord. His sMm tscossuss ,U lean, 


that money should have been given him of 
Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he 
sent for him the oftener, and communed 

withlum. But after two years Porcius Festus 

cmne into Felix’ room; and Felix, willing to 
shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 

Now when Festus was come into the pro- 
vmce, after three days he ascended from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem. Then the high priest 
and the chief of the Jews informed him 
agamst Paid, and besought him, and desired 
favour agamst him^ that he would send for 
him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to 
^ Festus answered, that Paul 

should be kept at C^sarea, and that he him- 
self would depart shortly thither. Let them 
therefore, said he, which among you are able. 
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go down with me, and accuse this man, if 
there be any wickedness in him. 

Appeal to Casar 

And when he had tarried among them 
more than ten days, he went down imto 
Cffisarea,* and the next day sitting on the judg- 
ment seat commanded Paul to be brought, 
^d when he was come, the Jews which came 
down from Jerusalem stood round about, 
and laid many and grievous complaints 
^amst Paul, which they could not prove. 
WMe he answered for himself. Neither 
agamst the law of the Jews, neither against 
tM temple, nor yet agamst Cssar, have I 
offended any thing at aU. But Festus, willing 



BE BROUGHT TO SERVE CHRIST’S CAUSE! 

new capital or metropolis where they have gained a foothold for the Lord of Life; 
and it will not pass away until they have filled its streets^ its lines of commerce 
and communication with the spirit of righteousness^ peace^ and good^wilL 


to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and 
said. Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there 
be judged of these things before me? Then 
said Paul, I stand at Caesar^s judgment seat, 
where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have 
I done no wrong, as thou very well Imowest, 
For if I be an offender, or have committed 
any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to 
die: but if there be none of these things 
whereof these accuse me, no man may de- 
liver me unto them/ I appeal imto Caesar. 
Then Festus, when he had conferred with 
the council, answered. Hast thou appealed 
unto Caesar ? unto Caesar shalt thou go. 

And after certain days king Agrippa and 
Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 
And when they had been there many days. 


Festus declared Paul’s cause unto the king, 
saying. There is a certain man left in bonds 
by Felix: about whom, when I was at Jeru- 
siem, the chief priests and the eiders of the 
Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment 
against him. To whom I answered. It is not 
the manner of the Romans to deliver any 
man to die, before that he which is accused 
have the accusers face to face, and have 
licence to answer for himself concerning the 
crime laid against him. Therefore, when 
they were come hither, without any delay on 
the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and 
commanded the man to be brought forth. 
Against whom when the accusers stood up, 
they brought none accusation of such things 
as I supposed: but had certain questions 
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against him of their ovra superstition, and 
of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul 
aflBrmed to be alive. And because I doubted 
of such manner of questions, I asked him 
whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there 
be judged of these matters. But when Paul had 
appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of 
Augusms, I commanded him to be kept till I 
might send him to Caesar. Then Agrippa said 
unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. 
To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him , 

Paul before Agrippa 

And on the morrow, when Agrippa was 
come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and 
was entered into the place of hearing, with 
the chief captains, and principal men of the 
city, at Festus’ conunandment Paul was 
brought forth. And Festus said. King Agrip- 
pa, and all men which are here present with 
us, ye see this man, about whom all the 
multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, 
both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that 
he ought not to live any longer. But when 
I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death, and that he himself hath 
appealed to Augustus, I have determined to 
send him. Of whom I have no certain thing 
to write imto my lord. Wherefore I have 
brought him forth before you, and specially 
before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after 


I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead? I verily thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many tbingg 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and 
many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 
haying received authority from the chief 
priests j and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. And I punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly 
mad against them, I persecuted t he m even 
unto strange cities. Whereupon as I went 
to Damascus with authority and commission 
from the chief priests, at midday, O king, j 
saw in the way a light from heaven, abovei 
the brightness of the sun, shimng round 
about me and them which journeyed with 
me. And when we were all fallen to the 
earA, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and 
saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee 
to kick against the pricks. And I said. Who 
art thou. Lord? And he said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest. But rise, and s tand 
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee 
for ^s purpose, to make thee a minister and 
a wimess both of these things which thou 
hast seen, and of those things in the which 
I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from 



thyself 5 much learning doth make thee 
mad. 

But he saidj I am not mad^, most noble 
Festus; but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness . For the king knoweth of these 
things^ before whom also I speak freely: for 
I am persuaded that none of these things are 
hidden from him ; for this tiling was not done 
in a corner. King Agrippa^ believest thou 
the prophets ? I know that thou believest. 

Then Agrippa said imto Paul, Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian. 


THE VOYAGE TO ROME 
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And Paul said, I would to God, that not 
only thou, but also all that hear me this day, 
were both almost, and altogether such as I 
am, except these bonds. 

And when he had thus spoken, the king 
rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and 
they that sat with them : and when they were 
gone aside, they talked between themselves, 
saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of 
death or of bonds. Then said Agrippa unto 
FestuSj This man might have been set at 
liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar, 


The Acts of the Apostles 27, i — ^28, 31 


When things have not turned out as expected^ when plans are frustrated^ storms gather^ 
and the frail craft on which our lives depend is shipwrecked^ what then is the position 
of the man of God? This closing chapter of the Apostle^ s life is the answer. It points to 
the inner sufficiency of Christian experience, Paul is not cast down^ for he is not 
deserted in his hour of need. It is not simply that God cares for him^ but that God is in 
personal^ spiritual fellowship with him. That is the secret of Pauls confidence:^ calm'^ 
ness^ and even cheerfulness in those dark and difficult days. Indeed:^ the spirit he displays 
in the troubles that have befallen him is a greater witness to the truth and power of the 
Gospel than many of the triumphs he won on the missionffield. Behold it in the Epistles 
he wrote from prison to the Philippians:, Colossians:, Ephesians^ and Philemon; andrecall 
that this is now the spirit of the man who once breathed out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, 


AND when it was determined that we 
should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul 
and certain other prisoners unto one named 
Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band. And 
entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we 
laimched, meaning to sail by the coasts of 
Asia^ one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of 
Thessalonica, being with us. And the next 
day we touched at Sidon. And Julius cour- 
teously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty 
to go unto his friends to refresh himself. 
And when we had latmched from thence, we 
sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were 
contrary. And when we had sailed oyer the 
sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to 
Myra, a city of Lycia. And tihiere the cen- 
turion found a ship of Alexandria sailing 
into Italy; and he put us therein. And when 
we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce 
were come over against Cnidus, the wind 
not sutfering us, we sailed under Crete, over 
against Salmone; and, hardly passing it, 
came unto a place which is called The fair 
havens; nigh whereunto was the city of 
Lasea, 


PauVs Warning 

Now when much time was spent, and 
when sailing was now dangerous, because 
the fast was now already past, Paul ad- 
monished them, and said unto them, Sirs, 
I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt 
and much damage, not only of tlie lading and 
ship, but also of our lives. Nevertheless the 
centurion believed the master and the owner 
of the ship, more than those things which 
were spoken by Paul. And because the haven 
was not commodious to winter in, the more 
part advised to depart thence also, if by any 
means they might attain to Phenice, and 
there to winter ; which is an haven of Crete, 
and lieth toward the south west and north 
west. And when the south wind blew softly, 
supposing that they had obtained their pur- 
pose, loosing thence, they sailed close by 
Crete. But not long after there arose against 
it a tempestuous windj called Euroclydon. 
And when the ship was caught, and could 
not bear up into the wind, we let her drive. 
And running under a certain island which is 




that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever 
and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered 
in^ and prayed, and laid his hands on him, 
and healed him. So when tills was done, 
others also, which had diseases in the island, 
came, and were healed: who also honoured 
us with many honours ^ and when we de- 
parted, they laded us with such things as 
were necessary. 

From Malta to Rome 

And after three months we departed in a 
ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in 
the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 
And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there 
three days. And from thence we fetched a 
compass, and came to Rhegium: and after 
one day the south wind blew, and we came 
the next day to Puteoli: where we found 
bretiiren, and were desired to tarry with 
them seven days: and so we went toward 
Rome. And from thence, when the brethren 
heard of us, they came to meet us as far as 
Appii forum, and The three taverns : whom 
when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took 
courage. 

Paul in Rome 

And when we came to Rome, the cen- 
turion delivered the prisoners to the captain 
of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days 
Paul called the chief of the Jews together: 
and when they were come together, he said 
unto them, Men and brethren, though I have 
committed nothing against the people, or 
customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans. Who, when they had examined 
me, would have let me go, because there was 
no cause of death in me. But when the Jews 
spake against it, I was constrained to appeal 
unto Casar; not that I had ought to accuse 
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my nation of. For this cause therefore have 
I called for you, to see you, and to speak 
with you: because that for the hope of Israel 
I am boimd with this chain. And they said 
imto him. We neither received letters out of 
Jud^a concerning thee, neither any of the 
brethren that came shewed or spake any 
harm of thee. But we desire to hear of thee 
what thou thinkest: for as concerning this 
sect, we know that every where it is spoken 
against. 

And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging; to 
whom he expounded and testified the l^g- 
dom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out 
of the prophets, from morning till evening. 
And some beHeved the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not. And when 
they agreed not among themselves, they de- 
parted, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the 
prophet imto our fathers, saying. 

Go unto this people, and say, 

Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under- 
stand; 

And seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 
For the heart of this people is waxed gross. 
And their ears are dull of hearing. 

And tlieir eyes have they closed; 

Lest they should see with their eyes. 

And hear with their ears. 

And understand with their heart. 

And should be converted, 

And I should heal them. 

Be it known therefore unto you, that the 
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it. And when he had 
said these words, the Jews departed, and had 
great reasoning among themselves. 

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his 
own hired house, and received ^ that came 
in unto liim, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him. 








BOOKS. CHRISTIANITY 

ITS MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF TO-DAY 

THE NEW TESTAMENT ROMANS to REVELATION 

There is a way of reading this last section of the New Testament which makes it a Service 
Manual for Christians. Unfortunately ^ long periods of theological controversy have created 
the impression that the Epistles are primarily manuscripts for academic study, rather 
than messages of direction to Christians who are hard pressed in the battle of life ; 
letters from the field of battle by Christ s great campaigners — which ishowwe read them. 

Here, Christianity, the Cause that claims man's service, is explained and applied. 
One might have thought that material so important would have been incorporated in a 
charter, or issued in the form of an official declaration of belief and practice. Instead, 
it has been given in the inf ormal phrases of a few friendly letters; and to goodpurpose. 
For this way emphasizes the fact that Christianity is a personal communication; that 
it is a message, not a manifesto, sent with a greeting, and an invitation to join the 
holy fellowship. Did ever a cause so great, with a message so vital and a purpose so 
far-reaching, trust its future to such free and irf ormal expression ? And yet, could 
anything hut a letter have made its appeal so personal and intimate? 

If, then, we are to get the full value out of these Epistles we must read them as though 
they were personal messages. We must not look upon them, as some do, as if th^ were 
a bundle of old letters dealing with local church problems or points of doctrine that 
have long since ceased to interest men. We must find in them the link that unites us 
with those who wrote them, and those who received them. And this is not difficult. 
It is the Cause of the Lord which runs through every century; of the Lord who calls 
every generation into His service. The letters are the messages that have passed between 
men in His active service; friends of His who have vowed to make His Cause their 
own. In these letters we meet them and feel that we, too, are part of the great company 
that, from age to age, presses on to the fulfilment of the promises that God has given 
to mankind in Christ. May we not also consider ourselves to be included in the addresses 
the Epistles bear ? For are we not as truly Christian citizens of the world as the Romans, 
the Corinthians, the Galatians, or the Ephesians? 

The present outlook of world citizens gives a new vitality to the messages of these 
Epistles. They may very quickly become charged with the awakened spirit of the age, 
and take on the character of orders of the day, sent out to those who are holding the 
outposts in t^ (ff the Christian defence or advance. And such a character 

would not be foreign to the situation that first called them forth. It is true they 
were written in the first century, and we are living in the twentieth, but it is the same 
enemy as Christians cf all centuries are fighting, and the same Cause and Lord as 
they are fighting for , We in this age have simply tahen over the lines that have been 
won, and in doing so we are privileged, also to take over the messages that, firom the 
opening of the campaign, have been handed on to eoery company that has in its turn 
occupied the line. They have now come into our hands to give us first-hand knowledge 
of the character and course of the campaign, of the objectives to be won and how they 
are to be reached, of the dispositions of the enemy, tU vulnerable points in our defences, 
and the infinite resources that are available to us in and through our Lord, 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO THE 

romans 

A PERSONAL APPEAL TO WORLD-MAKERS 

We Uar a good deal in these days about saving the world. It is the theme of this 
Epistle. But how wide is the difference between the popular cry and the Christian 

S They are both world-wide 

Possibly th^ both owe their universal character to the same source for it was Christ 

who started mm thinking seriously on world lines. His outlook reached Jar Zd 
national or rMtal frontiers. It embraced the world, or, to be more exact all mnS,' ^ 
In that distinction lies the vital differmce betwem theory of men for\ world-Zde 
scheme of reconstruction, and the Christian mission of world salvation The Hr t 
means: Save Civilization-making sure, of course, that it is one’s own civilization^tlLt 
IS to be so that one will have some part in the prevailing order of existmee- 
w^eas the Goddnspired task of Christianity is to slve hJlnJZS ZZm 
si^mng, sinning people. Save them from fear and despair, from tiJevils that ensllve 
them and the sms that destroy them. Whatever be thdr race or couZ T1 n 

IZZl JOTS them; with a salvation that will make all the earth rejoice'the station 
that Chnst saw was possible, and promised to all men, the salvation of fhe h / 
personality of every man. Here, then, is the true purpose, God’s Purpose fJthl a 

GOD’S MESSENGER 


P AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, separated 
unto the gospel of God, (which he 

_ had promised afore by his prophets 

m the holy scriptures,) concerning his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, which was maftf. of 
ae seed of David according to the flesh j and 
aeclared to be the Son of God with powers 
accordmg to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: by whom we 
have_ received grace and aposdeship, for 
obedience to the faith among all nations, for 
lus name : among whom are ye also the called 
of Jesus Christ: to all that be in Rome, be- 
loved of God, called to be saints : Grace to 
you Md peace from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


1132 


Romans 1, 

I thank God for You 

f ^ through Jesus 

Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken 
of throughout the whole world. For God is 
my wimess, whom I serve with my spirit in 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing 
I make mention of you always in my prayers: 
making request, if by any means now at 
length I ^ht have a prosperous journey by 
the will of God to come imto you. For I long 
to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
to the end ye may be estab- 
hslMd, that is, that I may be comforted to- 
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 

youandme.NowIwouldnothaveyouignor- 

^t, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed 
to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) 


that I might have some fruit among you 
alsoj even as among other Gentiles. I am 
debtor both to tlie Greeks, and to the Bar- 
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barians; both to the wise, and to the imwise. 
So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach 
the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 


SAVE HUMANITY Romans 1, i6— 8, 39 

Mankind has fallen^ and needs uplifting. It is enslavedy and needs to he set free. It is 
evif and needs to be made good. Any one of these things accomplished would be a great 
salvation:, and they all form part of the Christian Gospel. But not the whole of it. 
If it could be granted that all this were done; that mankind:, in itself^ could be liberated 
and perfected:, and yet be separated from God:, ^he salvation would be worth nothing. 
For what value has man? What meaning has lifcy or destiny:, apart from God? Save 
mankind:, in its ultimate sense:, means ^ not simply rescue it and make it good:, hut make 
mankind safe; and it is safe only in the hands of God. ThiS:, then^ is lifers noblest task^ 
to bring mankind:, the whole human race:, '^ot a few select members of it:, into the safe 
keeping of God^s love and fellowship. We miss the magnitude and grandeur of Christs 
work if we think of it as directed only to making men^ a few men^ better. He came 
to bring all men^ humanity as a whole if it would but trust Him:, back to God. 

tween themselves: who changed the truth 
of God into a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections: for even their women did change 
the natural use into that which is against 
nature: and likewise also the men, leaving 
the natural use of the woman, burned in their 
lust one toward another; men with men 
working that which is unseemly, and re- 
ceiving in themselves that recompence of 
their error which was meet. 

And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which 
are not convenient; being filled vdth all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisper- 
ers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, dis- 
obedient to parents, without understand- 
ing, covenantbreakers, without natural af- 
fection, implacable, unmerciful ; who know- 
ing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do them. 

Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, 
whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein 
thou judgest another, thou condemilest thy- 


FOR I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. For tlierein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith. 

The Condition of the Gentiles 

For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unright- 
eousness of men,^ who hold the truth in un- 
righteousness; because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them; for God 
hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without ex- 
cuse: because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Professing themselves to be wise, they be- 
came fools, and changed the glory of the 
imcormptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things. 

Wherefore God also gave them up to un- 
cleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies be- 

* The Apostle begins where we should begin, with man’s relation to God, for of ail world problems those 
affecting this relationship are most vital. But how does humanity stand to-day with God? Remember it 
owes its existence to Him, and is here to do His Will. Anyone who thinks about the matter is rightly troubled. 

But how are things to be put right? See pp, 1134, fh. I, 1135, fn. I. 


ROMANS 2, 1 

selfi for thou that judgest doest the same 
things. But we are sure that the judgment 
of God is according to truth against them 
which commit such things. And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that judgest them which 
do such things, and doest the same, that thou 
shalt escape the judgment of God? Or de- 
spisest thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and longsufferingj not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance? But after thy hardness and im- 
penitent heart treasurest up unto thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of Godj who will 
render to every man according to his deeds : 
to them who by patient continuance in well 
domg seek for glory and honour and immor- 
tality, eternal life: but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also 
of the Gentile •, but glory, honour, and peace, 

to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 

first, and also to the Gentile : for there is no 
respect of persons with God. For as many 
as have sinned without law shaU also perish 
without law: and as many as have sinnp ri in 
the law shall be judged by the law; (for not 
ae hearers of the law are just before God, 
but the doers of the law shall be justified. 

For when the Gentiles, which have not the 
law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves: which shew the work of the law 
Witten m their hearts, their conscience also 
be^mg witness, and their thoughts the mean 
whue accusing or else excusing one another;) 
m thoday when God sMl judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

The Condition of the Jews 

_ Behold, thou art caUed a Jew, and restest 
in tile law, and makest thy boast of God, and 
Imowest his vnll, and approvest the thingc 
at me more excellent, being instructed out 
5/ ^ confident that thou 

thyself art a gmde of the blind, a light of 
mem wluch are in darkness, an instructor of 

me foohsh, a teacher of babes, which hast 
the foOT of knowledge and of the truth in the 
law. Thou therefore which teachest another, 

teachest thou not thyself? thou thatpreachest 

which matters to God. strength, but of moral quahty. It is the soul of a people 


a man should not steal, dost thou steal ? Thou 
that sayest a man should not commit adul- 
tery, dost thou commit adultery? t ho u that 
^horrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 
Thou that makest thy boast of the law 
^ Bie law dishonourest thou 

God? For the name of God is blasphemed 
arnong the Gentiles through you, as it is 
Witten. For circumcision verily profiteth 
if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker 
of the law, thy circumcision is made uncir- 
cumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcision 
keep the righteousness of the law, shall not 
ms uncircumcision be counted for circum- 
cision? And shall not uncircumcision which 
is by natoe, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, 
who by the letter and circumcision dost trans- 
gress the law? For he is not a Jew, which is 
one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: but he is a 
Jew, which is one inwardly; and circum- 
cision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not m the letter; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God. 

What advantage then hath the Jew? or 
what profit is there of circumcision? Much 
every way: chiefly, because that unto rborp 
were committed the oracles of God. For 
what if some did not believe? shall their un- 
behef make the faith of God without effect? 
God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every 
man a liarj as it is written^ 

That thou mightest be justified in thv 
sayings. 

And mightest overcome when thou art 
judged. 

But if our unrighteousness commend the 
righteousness of God, what shall we say? 

Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? 

(I spe^ as a man) God forbid: for then how 
sh^ God judge the world? For if the truth 
ot God hath more abounded through my he 
unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as 
a simer? And not rather, (as we be slander- 
ously reported, and as some afiirm that we 
say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? 
Whose damnation is just, 

_ What then? are we better"^ than they? No 
m no wise: for we have before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles, that they are aU under sin; 
as It is written. 

There is none righteous, no, not one: 

There is none that understandeth. 
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There is none that seeketh after God, justified by faith^ without the deeds of the 
They are all gone out of the way, they are law- Is he the God of the Jews only? is he 

together become unprofitable 5 not also of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. also : seeing it is one God, which shall justify 

Their throat is an open sepulchre; the circumcision by faith, and uncircum- 

With their tongues they have used deceit; cision through faith. 

The poison of asps is under their lips: Do we then make void the law through 

Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitter- faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

ness : What shall we say then that Abraham our 

Their feet are swift to shed blood : father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found ? 

Destruction and misery are in their ways: For if Abraham were justified by works, he 

And the way ofpeace have they not known: hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. For what saith the scripture? Abraham be- 

Now we know that what things soever the lieved God, and it was counted unto him for 

law saith, it saith to them who are under the righteousness. Now to him that worketh is 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and tlie reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
all the world may become guilty before God. debt. But to him that worketh not, but be- 
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 

no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the his faith is counted for righteousness. Even 

law is the knowledge of sin. as David also describeth the blessedness of 

- _ - - 7 . the man, unto whom God imputeth right- 

Ihe Way of Salvation eousness without works, saying, _ 

But now the righteousness of God with- Blessed are they whose iniquities are for- 
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by given, 

the law and the prophets ; even the righteous- And whose sins are covered, 

ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 

unto all and upon all Aem that believe: for not impute sin. 

there is no difference: for all have simied, Cometh this blessedness then upon the 

and come short of the glory of God; being circumcision only, or upon the uncircum- 

justified freely by his grace through the re- cision also? for we say that faith was reckoned 

demption that is in Christ Jesus : whom God to Abraham for righteousness. How was it 

hath set forth to be a propitiation through then reckoned? when he was in circum- 

faith in his blood, to declare his righteous- cision, or in mcircumcision? Not in cir- 

ness for the remission of sins that are past, cumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he 

through the forbearance of God ; to declare, received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 

I say, at this time his righteousness: that he righteousness of the faith which he had yet 

might be just, and the justifier of him which being uncircumcised: that he might be the 

believeth in Jesus. father of all them that believe, though they 

Where is boasting then ? It is excluded. By be not circumcised ; that righteousness might 

what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of be imputed unto them also: and the father 

faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is of circumcision to them who are not of the 

^ It is not possible to read these Epistles without giving some attention to the doctrines they cont^. 
As authoritative statements of the Christian Gospel they are important, and every Christian rightiy desires 
to imderstand them. Why, then, have we passed oyer these passages? Because, in our judgement, these 
are matters that can be better and more profitably studied at a later stage of Christian experience; and for 
the purpose many excellent volumes are available. These great doctrines cannot be dealt with briefly, and 
the general reader, for whom this work has been prepared, is not, usually, much interested in such questions. 
So we deemed it wiser, in interpreting these Epistles, to concentrate upon their general rather than upon 
their doctrinal significance. 

There is, however, one word we should like to add for the benefit of the reader who is not a theologicd 
student^ and who turns for the first time to the study of ttee doctrinal passages. It is this; Do not begin 
by looking upon them as doctrines to be studied, but as problems of personal experience, of your own experi- 
ence, which have to be solved. The statements will then assume the interest of answers to your problems. 
This method of approach will open most of the doctrines. What is more, it will lead the person who applies 
it to the very heart of the Christian Revelation; to the central truth that gives meaning to all the doctrines. 
For as this study proceeds it soon becomes evident that religion is primarily a personal relationship between 
God and man; that each doctrine of Christian experience gives an aspect of that relationship, and is most 
easily understood in that light. The doctrine of Justification by Faith, for example, is the Christian solution 
of the problem of a broken relationship, of the breach sin has made between man and God. Faith is the 
condition of its restoration because faith is the first essential of a friendly relationship between persons. 
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circumcision only, but who also walk in the 
steps of that faith of our father Abraham, 
which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

For the promise, that he should be the 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or 
to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if they which are 
of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and 
the promise made of none effect: because the 
law worketh wrath: for where no law is, 
there is no transgression. Therefore it is of 
faith, that it might be by gracej to the end 
the promise might be sure to aU the seedj 
not to that only which is of the law, but to 
that also which is of the faith of Abrahamj 
who is the father of us all, (as it is written, 

I have made thee a father of many nations,) 
before him whom he believed, even God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those 
things which be not as though they were. 
Who against hope believed in hope, that 
he might become the father of many nations j 
according to that which was spoken, So shall 
thy seed be. And being not weak in faithj 
he considered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb; he 
staggered* not at the promise of God through 
unbelief 3 but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to Godj and being fully persuaded that, what 
he had promised, he was able also to per- 
form. And therefore it was imputed to him 
for righteousness. Now it was not written for 
his sake alone^ tliat it was imputed to him; 
but for us also^ to whom it shall be imputed 
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; who was delivered for 
pur offenceSj and was raised again for our 
justification. 

Therefore being Justified by faith, we have 
peace wittt tjrocl through our Lord Tesus 


mendeth his love toward us, in that-, while 
we were yet siimers, Christ died for us. 
Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of Ms Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by Ms life. And not only so, but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that aU have sinned: 
(for imtil the law sin was in the world: but 
sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to* 
Moses, even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, 
who is the figure of him that was to come. 
But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.' 
For if through the offence of one man y be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the 
gift by grace, wMch is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not 
as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift; 
for the judgment was by one to condemna- 
tion, but the free gift is of many offences 
unto justification. For if by one man’s 
c^ence death reigned by one; much more 
they wMch receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life 
by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon aU men 
to condemnation; even so by the righteous- 
ness of one the free gift came upon all mpr| 
unto justification of life. For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shaU many be made 
righteous. Moreover the law 
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by the glory of the Father^ even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the likeness of 
his death:> we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection: knowing this^ that our old 
man is crucified with him^ that the body of 
sin might be destroyed^ that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. For he that is dead is 
freed from sin. Now if we be dead with 
Christy we believe that we shall also live 
with Mm: knowing that Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more ; death hath no 
more dominion over him. For in that he 
died^ he died unto sin once: but in that he 
livethj he liveth unto God. Likevtdse reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed imto sin^ 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body^ that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye 
are not under the law, but imder grace. 

What then? shall we sin, because we are 
not under the law, but under grace? God 
forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obeyj whether of sin imto 
death, or of obedience tmto righteousness? 
But God be thanked, that ye were the serv- 
ants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine wMch was de- 
livered you. Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness. I 
speak after the manner of men because of the 
infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to uncleanness and 
to iniqioity unto iniquity; even so now yield 
your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. For when ye were the servants of 
sin, ye were free from righteousness. What 
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye 
are now ashamed? for the end of those things 
is death. But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life. For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to 
them that know the law,) how that the law 
hath dominion over a man as long as he 
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liveth? For the woman wMch hath an hus- 
band is bound by the law to her husband so 
long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, 
she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
So then if, wMle her husband Hveth, she be 
married to another man, she shall be called 
an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, 
she is free from that law; so that she is no 
adulteress, though she be married to another 
man. 

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of Christ; 
tliat ye should be married to another, even 
to him who is raised from the dead, that we 
should bring forth fruit imto God. For 
when we were in the flesh, the motions of 
sins, wMch were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. 
But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held; that we 
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in 
the oldness of the letter. 

The Inner Conflict 

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but 
by the law: for I had not known lust, except 
the law had said. Thou shalt not covet. But 
sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. 
For without the law sin was dead. For I was 
alive without the law once : but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
And the commandment, wMch was ordained 
to Hfe, I found to be imto death. For sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, de- 
ceived me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the 
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good. 

Was then that wMch is good made death 
unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might 
appear sin, working death in me by that 
wMch is good; that sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful. For we 
know that the law is spiritual: but I am 
carnal, sold under sin. For that wMch I do 
I allow not : for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do L If then I do that 
which I would not, I consent unto the law 
that it is good. Now then it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwell- 
eth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good 
I find not. For the good that I would 1 do 
not : but the evil wMch I would not, that I do. 
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Now if I do that I would not, it is no more 
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

I find then a law, that, when I would do 
good, evU is present with me. For I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man : but 
I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my 
members, O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So then with the mind I myself serve the law 
of Godj but with the flesh the law of sin. 

Sons of God 

There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For 

the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. For what the law could not do, in 
*at it was weak through the flesh, God send- 
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinfulflesh, 

and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that 

the righteousness of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. For they that are after the 
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they 
uiat are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then they that are 
m the flesh cannot please God. But ye are 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man^have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his. And if Christ be in you, the 
jjody ia dead because of sin; but the Spirit 
M me beca,use of righteousness. But if the 
Spint of him that raised up Jesus from the 
^ dweU in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not 

to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye 

live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 
tiurough the Spirit do mortify the deeds of ; 
toe body, ye shall live. For as many as are i 
they are toe sons 1 
ye have not received toe spirit j 
or bondage again to fear ; but ye have re- s 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we ( 
cry, Abba, Father, The Spirit itself beareto c 
witness with our spirit, that we are the chil- t 


dren of God: and if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if 
so be that we suffer with him, that we may 
be also glorified together. 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present tone are not wortoy to be compared 
with toe glory which shall be revealed in us. 
For toe earnest expectation of toe creature 
waiteth for toe manifestation of the sons of 
God. For the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him 
who hath subjected toe same in hope, because 
toe creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know 
that toe whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eto in pain together until now. And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have toe first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for toe adoption, 
to wit, toe redemption of our body. For we 
are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is 
not hope : for what a man seeto, why doth he 
yet hope for ? But if we hope for that we see 
not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
firmities; for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but toe Spirit itself 
maketo intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. And he that 
searcheto the hearts knoweto what is toe 
mind of toe Spirit, because he maketo inter- 
Mssion for the saints according to toe will of 
God. And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his 

pilose. For whom he did foreknow, he also 

tod predestinate to be conformed to the 
i^ge of his Son, that he might be toe first- 
born among many brethren. Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them he also 
raUed: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified. 


If God he for us 


to these things? 
It God befor us, who can be against us? He 
that spared not his own Son, but deUvered 
1^ up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things ? WhoshaUlay 
my^thing to toe charge of God’s elect ? It is 
God that justifieth. Who is he that con- 
(kmneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that IS risen again^ who is even at the right 
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hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us. Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written. 

For thy sake we are killed all the day long. 
We are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 


Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. For 
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


MY OWN COUNTRYMEN Remans 9 , i— 11 , 36 

What of them? Disaster^ indescribable calamities have befallen them. Their past was 
glorious. Their present is lamentable — a broken^ scattered:^ disappointed people. But 
what of their future? Is that without hope? Have they now no place in the great 
world purpose and promises of God? Such questions must have been in Pauls mind 
when he wrote this part of his letter; and other questions^ closely related to them^ would 
naturally arise and demand to be answered. In attempting to cover them ally his argu- 
ment has become involved^ and made many of his sentences^ crowded with thought and 
emotion^, difficult to understand. But if we keep to the main question— What is to be 
the destiny of my own countrymen? — and look at the conclusion the Apostle reached^ 
we may^^ in his answer find an application to ourselves. Israel^ his people^ though they 
have failed:^ are not forsaken by God. Because God^s promise has passed to the GentileSy 
that does not mean it has altogether passed from the Jews. God?s Sovereignty is over 
ally and is the Sovereignty of love. He has not broken His promiscy but is fulfilling it 
in other ways. But my people y says the Apostle y will not open their eyes to it. Ah! 
that is the tragedy y the human tragedy everywhere. They will not enter into the 
purposes of God for all mankind; they prefer their own schemes that will give them 
advantages over all other peopky though that way leads to destruction. Stilly says 
Pauly I will noty cannot y give up hope for them. 

I SAY the truth in Christ, I lie not, my had conceived by one, even by our father 


conscience also bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could 
wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh: who are Israelites^ to whom per- 
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises ; whose are 
the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

Not as though the word of God hath taken 
none effect. For they are not all Israel, which 
are of Israel: neither, because they are the 
seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, 
In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is. 
They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God: but the 
children of the promise are coimted for the 
seed. For this is the word of promise. At this 
time will I come, and Sara shall have a son. 
And not only this 5 but when Rebecca also 


Isaacs (for the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works, but of him that 
calleth;) it was said unto her. The elder shall 
serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

What shall we say then? Is there tm- 
righteousness with God? God forbid. For 
he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy. For the scripture saith imto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee 
up, that I might shew my power in thee, and 
that my name might be declared throughout 
all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth. 

Thou wilt say then unto me. Why doth 
he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his 
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will? Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it. Why hast thou 
made me thus? Hath not the potter power 
over the day, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour, and another nntn dis- 
honour? What if God, willing to shew his 
wrath, and to make his power known, en- 
dured with mudi longsufifering the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction: and that he 
might make known the riches of his glory 
on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared imto glory, even us, whom he hath 
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles? As he saith also in Osee, 

I will call them my people, which were 
not my people; 

And her beloved, which was not beloved. 

And it shall come to pass, that in the place 
^itere it was said unto them. Ye are not 
my people; 

There shall they be called the children of 
the living God. 

Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though 
the number of the children of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 
for he will finish the work, and cut it short 
in righteousness : because a short work will 
the Lord mdse upon the earth. And as 
Esaias said before. 

Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us 
a seed, 

iiad been as Sodoma and metric 


tern 



For Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one that believeth. For 
Moses describeth the righteousness which is 
of the law. That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. But the righteous- 
ness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart. Who shall ascend into 
heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above :) or. Who shaU descend into the deep ? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the 
dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
that if thou shdt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
tnouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the scripture saith. Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich imto all 
that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how sTiaQ they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard ? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach, except they be 
w beautiful are the 
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the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mins 
office: if by any means I may provoke to 
emulation them which are my flesh, and 
might save some of them. For if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead? For if the firstfruit be holy, 
the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, 
so are the branches. And if some of the 
branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert graffed in among tbpm, 
and with them partakest of the root and fat- 
ness of the olive tree; boast not against the 
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest 
not the root, but the root thee. 

Thou wilt say then. The branches were 
broken off, that I might be graffed in. Well; 
because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, 
but fear: for if God spared not the natural 
branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 

Behold therefore the goodness and severity 
of God : on them which fell, severity; but 
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be 
off. ^d they also, if they abide not stiU 
in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is 
able to graffthem in again. For if thou wert 
cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature 
into a good olive tree: how much more slia|l 
these, which be the natural branches, be 
graffed into their own olive tree? 


For I would not, brethren, that ye should 
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel 
shall be saved: as it is written. 

There shall come out of Sion the De- 
liverer, 

And shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: 

For this is my covenant unto them. 

When I shall take away their sins. 

As concerning the gospel, they are enemies 
for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they ^e beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For 
the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. For as ye in times past have not 
believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their imbelief: even so have these 
also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord ? or who hath been his counsellor ? 
Or who hath first given to him, and it shall 
be recompensed imto him again? For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things ; 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


EVERY INDIVIDUAL p ,, 

It ts high time for a tmn to consider his own relation to this divine purpose- to take 
a sane view of himself a friendly view of his neighbour, and a seriZVew If 

eZSwf ZZh £, '' ^omethi^ to be kept separate from man's ordinary 
Each day ^^y common task must make some contribution towards its 
fulfilment; and every individual must play his paH with keenness and enthusiasm. It 
IS for every ^n, therefore, to dedicate himself wholly to God, and to be readv in 

vnta m k^ship ^ Christ, 


I BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the 
merdes of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect, will of God. 

For I say, through the grace given unto 
me, to every man that is among you, not to 


thn^ of himself more highly than he ought 
to riiink; but to think soberly, accor ding as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faiffi. For as we have many members in one 
body, and all members have not the same 
office: so we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and eveiy one members one of an- 
other. Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, whether pro- 
phecy, let us prophesy according to the 
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proportion of faith; or ministry^ let us wait 
on our ministering: or he that teacheth^ on 
teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhorta- 
tion: he that giveth, let him do it with sim- 
plicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 
that sheweth mercy^ with cheerfulness. 

Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good. Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love ; in honour preferring one 
another; not slothful in business; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in 
prayer ; distributing to the necessity of saints ; 
given to hospitality. Bless them which per- 
secute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Be of the same mind one 
toward another. Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. Recompense to 
no man evil for evil. Provide things honest 
in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written. Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink : 
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

Preserve Law and Order 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God : and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same: for he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou 
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister 
of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience sake. For for this cause pay 
ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom cus- 


tom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour. 

Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another: for he that loveth another hath ful- 
filled the law. For this, Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery. Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt 
not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any 
other commandment, it is briefly compre- 
hended in this saying, namely. Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

And that, knowing the time, that now it 
is high time to awake out of sleep: for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we be- 
lieved. The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; 
not in rioting and drunkenness, not in cham- 
bering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fuM the lusts thereof. 


Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, 
but not to doubtful disputations. For one 
believeth that he may eat all things : another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that 
eateth despise him that eateth not; and let 
not him which eateth not judge him that 
eateth: for God hath received him. Who art 
thou that judgest another man’s servant? to 
his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, 
he shall be holden up: for God is able to 
make him stand. One man esteemeth one 
day above another: another esteemeth every 
day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, 
regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that re- 
gardeth not the dayy to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, 
for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth 
God thanks. For none of us liveth to him- 
self, and no man dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ both died, 
and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living. 

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or 
why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for 


Be Tolerant and Kind 
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we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ. For it is written, 

As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me. 

And every tongue shall confess to God. 
So then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God. 

Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more: but judge this rather, that no man put 
a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his 
brother’s way. I loiow, and am persuaded by 
the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean 
of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing 
to be unclean, to him it is unclean. But if 
thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now 
walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not 
him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 
Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 
for the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these 
things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men. Let us therefore fol- 
low after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. 
For meat destroy not the work of God. Ail 
things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that 
who eateth with offence. It is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak. Hast thou 
faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy 
is he that condemneth not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth. And he that 

doubteth is damned if he eat, because he 
eateth tint" i. • 


the promises made unto the fathers : and that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy • 
as it is written. 

For this cause I will confess to thee amons 
the GentUes, 

And sing unto thy name. 

And again he saith. 

Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 

And again. 

Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles^ 

And laud him, all ye people. 

And again, Esaias saith. 

There shall be a root of Jesse, 

And he that shall rise to reign over the 
Gentiles^ 

In him shall the Gentiles trust. 

Now the God of hope fiU you with all joy 
Md peace m believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

The Apostle’s Plea 

And I myself also am persuaded of you, 
my brethren, that ye also are full of good- 
ness, fflled with all knowledge, able also to 
admonish one another. Nevertheless, breth- 
ren, I have written the more boldly unto you 
m some sort, as putting you in mind, because 
ot toe grace that is given to me of God, that 
should be the mimster of Jesus Christ to 
toe Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, 
that the oifering up of the Gentiles migint be 
^ceptable, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost. I have therefore whereof I may glory 
through Jesus Christ in those things which 
pertain to God. For I will not dare to speak 



* 


iSiMffliM/iipllili 


ROMANS 16, 27 


way thitherward by you, if first I be some- 
what filled with your company. But now I 
go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 
For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath 
pleased them verily; and their debtors they 
are. For if the Gentiles have been made 
partakers of their spiritual tilings, their duty 
is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 
When therefore I have performed this, and 
have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by 
you into Spain. And I am sure that, when I 
come unto you, I shall come in the fulness 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the 
Spirit, that ye strive together with me in 
your prayers to God for me; that I may be 
delivered from them that do not believe in 
Judaea; and that my service which I have for 
Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 
that I may come unto you with joy by the 
will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 
Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Personal Greetings 

I commend unto you Phebe our sister, 
which is a servant of the church which is at 
Cenchrea: tliat ye receive her in the Lord, 
as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hatli need of you: 
for she hath been a succourer of many, and 
of myself also. 

Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in 
Christ Jesus : who have for my life laid down 
their own necks : tmto whom not only I give 
thanks, but also aH the churches of the 
Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that 
is in their house. Salute my weUbeloved 
Epsenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia 
unto Christ, Greet Mary, who bestowed 
much labour on us. Salute Andronicus and 
Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, 
who are of note among the apostles, who also 
were in Christ before me. Greet Amplias 
my beloved in the Lord. Salute Urbane, our 
helper in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 
Salute Apelles approved in Christ. Salute 


them which are of Aristobulus’ household. 
Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them 
that be of the household of Narcissus, which 
are in the Lord. Salute Tryphena and Try- 
phosa, who labour in the Lord, Salute the 
beloved Persis, which laboured much in the 
Lord. Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and 
his mother and mine. Salute Asyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and 
the brethren which are with them. Salute 
Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints which are 
with them. Salute one another with an holy 
kiss. The churches of Christ salute you. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; 
and by good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple. For your obedience 
is come abroad unto all men. I am glad 
therefore on your behalf: but yet I would 
have you wise unto that which is good, and 
simple concerning evil. And the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 

Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, 
and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, 
salute you. I Terdus, who wrote this epistle, 
salute you in the Lord. Gains mine host, 
and of the whole church, saluteth you. 
Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth 
you, and Quartus a brother. The grace of 
our Lord J esus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

Praise to God 

Now to him that is of power to stablish 
you according to my gospel, and the preach- 
ing of Jesus Christ, according to the revela- 
tion of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began, but now is made 
manifest^ and by the scriptures of the pro- 
phets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations 
for the obedience of faith: to God only wise, 
be glory through Jesus Christfor ever. Amen. 



THE FIRST EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

TO CLBAR THE AIR OF CONFUSED THINKING 


A PERSONAL GREETING 

P AUL, called to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, unto the 

of God which is at Corinth, 

to^ them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
c^ed to be saints, with all that in every place 
^ upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both theirs and ours; grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God always on your behalf. 


I Corinthians I, 1-9 

for the grace of God which is given you by 
Jesus Cteisti that in every thing ye are en- 
riched by him, in all utterance, and m all 
knowledgej even as the testimony of Christ 
was confirmed in you: so thatye come behind 
m no gift j waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you 
mto the end, that ye may be blameless in 
f VI Christ. God is 

fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A 4.\WJL»JL,JDIVXi3 • / 

Miom. This should not be, says Pout and coul^the^ h jealousies and 

fixed on Christ, and show tCir Tj ™ ^ould keep their eyes 

NOW I beseech y^, brtTh^m ^ *0 Him, instead of to His serv<L. 

of o„r Tr„..4 ’ y Rename Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? 


iMlKlfi' rafiSONAt PROBLEMS 


. ^ — . — * L.J.CI.1UCI1, oy me name 

tL°^^ speak 

the same thmg, and that there be no divisions 

among you; but that ye be perfectly jcfined 
together m the same mind and in the same 

For i, ha* been drtarcd ™ 

me of jon, brethren, by them which are 
Of the house of Chloe, that there are conten- 
ttons among you. Now this I say, that eve^ 
one of you saith, I am of PaH, and I J 
ApoJlosi and I of Cephas,- and I of Christ. Is 


xaui ror you? 

baptized in the name of Paul? 
I th^ God that I baptized none of you, 

T say 

Mt I had baptized in mine own name. And 

I baptized also the household of Stephanas: 
besides, I know not whether I baptized 
My other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom 
oi words, lest the cross of Christ should 
be made of none effect. 



I CORINTHIANS 3, 5 


iilory tn me Lora ^ dom of men^ but in the power of God. 

For the preaching of the cross is to them Howbeit we speak wisdom among them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
are saved it is the power of God. For it is world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
written, come to nought: but we speak the wisdom 

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis- 

And will bring to nothing the understand- dom, which God ordained before the world 
ing of the prudent. ^ unto our glory: which none of the princes 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? of this world knew: for had they known it, 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Godmadefoolishthe wisdom of this world? glory. But as it is written. 

For after that in the wisdom of God the Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased Neither have entered into the heart of man, 

God by the foolishness of preaching to save The things which God hath prepared for 
them that believe. For the Jews require a them that love him. 

sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolish- yea, the deep things of God. For what man 
ness; but unto them which are called, both knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, of man which is in him? even so the things 
andthewisdom’^of God. Because the foolish- of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 

ness of God is wiser than men; and the God. Now we have received, not the spirit 
weakness of God is stronger than men. of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that we might know the things that are freely 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not given to us of God. Which things also we 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
but God hath chosen the foolish things of teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teach- 
the world to confound the wise; and God eth; comparing spiritualthings with spiritual, 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to But the natural man receiveth not the things 
confound the things which are mighty; and of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness 
base things of the world, and things which unto him : neither can he know them, because 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and they are spiritually discerned. But he that 
things which are not, to bring to nought is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself 
things that are: that no flesh should glory in is judged of no man. For who hath known 
his presence. But of him are ye in Christ the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, him? But we have the mind of Christ, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and _ ' • .j- 

redemption: that, according as it is written, ^ Man glory tn Men 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. And I, brethren, could not speak unto you 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, tmto babes in Christ. I have fed you with 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were 
For I determined not to know any thing not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crud- able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there 
fled. And I was with you in weakness, and is among you envying, and strife, and divi- 
in fear, and in much trembling. And my sions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
speech and my preaching was not with For while one saith, I am of Paul; and an- 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in other, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 

^ Wisdom and power are the very things we need if we are to solve the complex problems that confront 
us to-day, and it is well to be reminded that both are made available to us in Christ. We are disposed 
to take a too limited view of the gifts God has given us in Christ, and think they are confined to the heavenly 
visions and gentle graces of the Christian life. But our Lord declared that the Spirit that He would impart 
to His disciples would guide them into all truth, and empower them to do' even greater things than He had 
done. Yet we seem to be almost afraid at times to lay hold of His promises, and draw upon the infinite 
resources He has placed in our hands. 





SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC PROBLEMS x Corinthians 5, i—lh i 

We must take our Christian thinking into our homes ^ the market-place^ and the law- 
courts; the places where so many of the grievous problems of lifeyparticularly those which 
arise out of human relationships, are pressing upon merPs hearts and waiting to be 
solved. It is the Gospels mission to straighten out these difficulties. They come into 
its programme, and we must try to remove them. We must not ignore them, nor, for 
selfish and sentimental reasons, be lax in our judgement of them. Neither must we leave 
them to be settled by purely legal means arid worldly standards of judgement. These 
problems, says Paul, are to be viewed in the light of the Christianas calling to a life of 
righteousness and fellowship. Both must be home in mind. When confronted with 
problems of human relationships we should ask, not merely. What does righteousness 
demand? but also. What would promote Christian fellowship? 


IT is reported commonly that there is 
fornication among you^ and such fornication 
as is not so much as named among the Gen- 
tilesa that one should have his father's wife. 
And ye are puffed up, and have not rather 
mournedj that he that hath done this deed 
might be taken away from among you. For 
I verily, as absent in body, but present in 
spirit, have judged already, as though I were 
present, concerning him that hath so done 
this deed, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when ye are gathered together, and 
my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Your glorying is not good. Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are un- 
leavened. For even Christ our passover is 
sacriflced for us: therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

I wrote imto you in an epistle not to com- 
pany with fornicators: yet not altogether 
with the fornicators of this world, or with the 
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; 
for then must ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written imto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, 
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; 
with such an one no not to eat. For what 
have I to do to judge them also that are 
without ? do not ye judge them that are with- 
in? But them that are without God judgeth. 
Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person. 

Dare any of you, having a matter against 
another, go to law before the unjust, and not 


before the saints? Do ye not know that the 
saints shall judge the world ? and if the world 
shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters ? 3 e6iow ye not that 
we shall judge angels? how much more 
things that pertain to this life? If then ye 
have judgments of things pertaining to this 
life, set them to judge who are least esteemed 
in the church. I speak to your shame. Is it 
so, that there is not a wise man among you? 
no, not one that shall be able to judge be- 
tween his brethren? But brother goeth to 
law with brother, and that before the unbe- 
lievers, Now therefore there is utterly a fault 
among you, because ye go to law one with 
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? 
why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be 
defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, 
and that your brethren. Know ye not that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

All things are lawful unto me, but all 
things are not expedient: all things are lawful 
for me, but I will not be brought under the 
power of any. Meats for the beUy, and the 
belly for meats : but God shall destroy both 
it and them. Now the body is notfor fornica- 
tion, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the 
body. And God hath both raised up the 
Lord, and will also raise up us by his own 
power. Know ye not that your bodies are 
the members of Christ? shaU I then take the 
members of Christ, and make them themem- 
bers of an harlot? God forbid. What? know 



2 CORINTHIANS 6, 16 

ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is 
one body? for two, saith he, shall be one 
flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord 
is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin 
that a man doeth is without the body^ but he 
that comnutteth fornication sinneth against 
his own body. What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own? For ye are bought with a 
pricer therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God’s. 


SPECIFIC QUESTIONS i Cor. 7, i— 11, i 

Paul takes up certain questions that have been 
submitted to hint:, offering answers that are 
models of discretion. Those dealing with mar- 
riage are obviously coloured by the belief that 
the end of the world was near. Behind the ques- 
tion concerning meat offered to idols is the idea 
that such food had become infected with evil. 

Now concerning the things whereof ye 
wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to 
touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid 
fornication, let every man have his own wife, 
and let every woman have her own husband. 
Let the husband render xmto the wife due 
benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto 
Ae husband. The wife hath not power of 
her own body, but the husband : and likewise 
also the husband hath not power of his own 
body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the 
other, except it be with consent for a time 
that ve mav mve I 


believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell 
with her, let her not leave him. For the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 
by the husband: else were your children un- 
clean; but now are they holy. But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother 
or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: 
but God hath called us to peace. For what 
knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O 
man, whether thou shalt save thy wife ? But 
as God hath distributed to every man, as the 
Lord hath called every one, so let him walk 
And so ordain I in aU churches. 

Is any man called being circumcised? let 
him not become uncircumcised. Is any 
c^ed in uncircumcision? let him not be 
circumcised. Cncumcision is nothing, and 
unchcumcision is nothing, but the keeping 
of the commandments of God. Let every 
man abide in the same calUng wherein he 
was called, ^t thou called being a servant? 
care not for it: but if thou mayest be made 
free, use it rather. For he that is called in the 
Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman- 
hkcTOse also he that is called, being free, is 
Christ s servant. Ye are bought with a price; 
be not ye the servants of men. Brethren, let 
every man, wherein he is caUed, therein 
abide with God. 

Now concerning virgins I have no com- 
mandment of the Lord: yet I give my judg- 


Artth 


bccK nc 

)t t 

Butar 

id if thou man 

’Tr t 




y, muu X 


flcsli * 
But 

a virgm man 
theless such si 
but I spare yo 
this I say, bre 

hall have 

ath 


e ti 

It rciuj 

nneth, that bo 

th thpy t 

hai 

be as 1 






ad none; 

1 €U. 

that rej 

ao l.J.lUUgXi UlC 

ioice, as thoug] 

-J YW*J^L 

noi 

they th 


1 they rej 

loic 

and th( 

w t]t^^use"thl 



it : fojr t 



as : 
[pa 

But] 
He tha 
that be] 

[would have y 
£ is unmarried 
long to the Lo 

1 ca^eth^: 

ut < 
fot' 

the Loi 


t is man 

led 


gs that are of t 

me worlc 

L h 







i''{?i‘f,' 


2 ; 


WITH MIGHTIER POWERS AT THEIR COMu^iAND 
Machines are not spiritual forces:, hut they can be made to serve spiritual purposesi to 
free the soul from the burdens of toik bring it leisure for enlightenment and fellowships 
andyus in broadcastings draw the whole human race togetherds one family. 

please his wife. There is difference also be- her in marriage doeth well^ but he that 
tween a wife and a virgin. The unmarried giveth her not in marriage doeth better. The 
woman careth for the things of the Lord, wife is bound by the law as long as her hus- 
that she may be holy both in body and in band liveth; but if her husband be dead^ she 
spirit : but she that is married careth for the is at liberty to be married to whom she wills 
things of the world, how she may please her only in the Lord. But she is happier if she 
husband. And this I speak for your own so abide, after my judgment: and I think 
profit; not that Imay casta snare upon you, also that I have the Spirit of God. 
butforthatwhichis comely, and that ye may j jy- j yj i 
attend upon the Lord without distraction. Pood offered to Idols 
But if any man think that he behaveth him- Now as touching things offered unto idols, 
self uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass we know that we aU have knowledge, Know- 
the flower of her age, and need so require, ledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And 
let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let if any man think that he knoweth any thing, 
them marry. Nevertheless he that standeth he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know, 
stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but But if any man love God, the same is known 
hath power over his own will, and hath so of him. As concerning therefore the eating 
decreed in his heart that he will keep his of those things that are offered in sacrifice 
virgin, doeth well. So then he that giveth unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing 
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in the world, and that there is none other 
God but one. For though there be that are 
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, 
(as there be gods many, and lords many,) but 
to us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we by him. 


Freedom and Forbearance 

Howbeit there is not in every man that 
faiowledge: for some with conscience of the 
idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered 
unto an idol; and their conscience being weak 
is defiled. But meat commendeth us not to 
God : for neither, if we eat, are we the better; 
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But 
take heed lest by any means this liberty' of 
yours become a stumblingblock to them that 
are weak. For if any man see thee which hast 
knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, 
shall not the conscience of him which is weak 
be emboldened to eat those things which are 
offered to idols; and through thy knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for whom 
Christ died? But when ye sin so against the 
brettoen, and wound their weak conscience, 
ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I mafeo my 
brother to offend. 

Am I not an apostle ? am I not free ? have 
I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye 
my work in the Lord? If I be not an apostle 
unto others, yet doubtless I am to you; for 
the seal of mine apostleship are ye in' the 
Lord. Mine answer to them that do evamm A 
me is this. Have we not power to eat and to 
c^ink? Have we not power to lead about a 
sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and 
as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? 
Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power 
to forbear working? Who goeth a warfare 
any time at his own charges? who planteth 
a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit there- 
of? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of 
the milk of the flock? Say I these things as 
a man? or saitfa not the law the same also? 
For It IS written in the law of Moses, Thou 


Shalt nor muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care 
for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our 
sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is writ- 
ten. that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 
should be partaker of his hope. 

^ If we have sown unto you spiritual things, 
IS it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal 
things? If others be partakers of this power 
over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we 
have not used this power; but suffer all 
thinp, lest we should hinder the gospel of 
Christ. Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things live of the things 
of the temple? and they which wait at the 
altar are partakers with the altar? Even so 
hath the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 
But I have used none of these things : neither 
have I written these things, that it should be 
so done unto me: for it were better for me 
to die, than that any man should malrf . my 
glorying void. For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for neces- 
sity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if 
I preach not the gospellFor if I do this thing 
willingly, I have a reward: but if against my 
w^, a dispensation of the gospel is com- 
mtted unto me. What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may 
make the gospel of Christ without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 

For though I be free from aU men, yet 
ha.ve I made myself servant imto aU, that I 
rmght gain the more. And unto the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 
to them that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that are under 
the law; to them that are without law, as 
TOthout law, (being not without law to God, 
but under the law to Christ,) that I might 
gam them that are without law. To the weak 
became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak; I am made all things to all men, that 
I might by all means save some. And this I 
do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be par- 
tner thereof with you. Know ye not that 
they which run in a race run all, but one 


They must go dLg toge^thel^^ and tep togetheV^^i^^^^ of the weaker brother, 

strong brother to preserve the bond of comradeThin readily and gladly by the 

But the weak brother must not take advantage of thf cMsideSn X J’n *e Faith, 

advance, by refusing to improve his condition. Because of the to him, and so hold up the Christian 

must not claim more authority for his conscience than he him in his weakness he 

up me stMdard of his conscience as a standard to be imposed nn In m? attempt to set 

Chnstian hberty as it is the duty of the strong bmS Tntthe^l^^“' 
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receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. And every man that striveth for the 
mastery^ is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 
an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as 
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air: but I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway. 

Examples and Exhortations 

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye 
should be ignorant, how that all our fathers 
were imder the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the 
same spiritual meat; and did all drink the 
same spiritual drink: for they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that 
Rock was Christ. But with many of them 
God was not well pleased: for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness* 

Now these things were our examples, to 
the intent we should not lust after evil things, 
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, 
as were some of them; as it is written. The 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up 
to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as 
some of them committed, and fell in one day 
three and twenty thousand. Neither let us 
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed of serpents. Neither 
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, 
and were destroyed of the destroyer. 

Now all these things happened imto them 
for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it. 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from 
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idolatry* I speak as to wise men; judge ye 
what I say. The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ ? 
For we being many are one bread, and one 
body: for we are all partakers of that one 
bread. Behold Israel after the flesh: are not 
they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of 
the altar? What say I then? that the idol is 
any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice 
to idols is any thing? But I say, that the 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I 
would not that ye should have fellowship 
with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord, and the cup of devils : ye cannot be 
partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the 
table of devils. Do we provoke the Lord to 
jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

All things are lawful for me, but all things 
are not expedient: all things are lawful for 
me, but aU things edify not. Let no man 
seek his own, but every man another’s wealth. 
Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, 
asking no question for conscience sake: for 
the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness there- 
of. If any of them that believe not bid you 
to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatso- 
ever is set before you, eat, asking no question 
for conscience sake. But if any man say unto 
you. This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, 
eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for 
conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulness thereof : conscience, I say, not 
thine own, but of the other: for why is my 
liberty judged of another man’s conscience? 
For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil 
spoken of for that for which I give thanks ? 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor 
to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 
even as I please all men in all things, not 
seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved. Be ye fol- 
lowers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 


* For the glory of a crown of leaves and the honour that comes from men, an athlete will discipline himself, 
and subject his physical powers to months, or even years, of training. Does not the Christian go^ or victory— 
for the Apostle uses both the racecourse and the wrestling or boxing-match to describe the course and contest 
of the Christian life — call for a like traimng of man’s spiritual powers? Is not its never-fading crown of glory 
worth striving after? and the Master’s praise, Well done’, more to be desired than the athlete’s prize? In 
this race and conflict every one may win the prize, but each one’s effort should be as tense as that which 
would be required if there could be only one prize-winner. The spirit of man is capable of amazing energy 
and enthusiasm, but to what ends are they devoted? If men were to work for spiritual things, for bringing 
freedom, peace, and fellowship into the souls of men, with the same zeal as they have for material things, 
or if they were to work for God and humanity with the same zest as they put into attaining their own 
ambitions, what wonders would be wrought in a generation. 


CHURCH PROBLEMS i Corinthians 11, 2-14, 40 

We think of our own Church as we read these chapters, and fear that the conditions 
that Paul was seeking to remedy at Corinth are with us. There is, at our meetings, 
room for a deeper reverence and a more hallowed sense of worship. There is need fw 
a revaluation of the capabilities of all worshippers with a view to closer co-operation 
in the work of the Church; for a more bounteous spirit of love; and for a more practical, 
more edifying, and more dynamic purpose. We should look upon the Church not so 
much as a building or a place of meeting, but as a body, alive, inspired, and dedicated 
to creative action. 


NOW I praise you, brethren, that ye re- 
member me in all things, and keep the 
ordinances, as I delivered them to you. But 
I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ is 
God. Every man praying or prophesying, 
having his head covered, dishonoureth his 
head. But every woman that prayeth or pro- 
phesieth with her head uncovered dishon- 
oureth her head: for that is even all one as 
if she were shaven. For if the woman be not 
covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a 
shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, 
let her be covered. For a man indeed ought 
not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the 
image and glory of God: but the woman is 
the glory of the man. For the man is not of 
the woman; but the woman of the man. 
Neither was the man created for the woman; 
but the woman for the man. For this cause 
ought the woman to have power on her head 
because of the angels. Nevertheless neither 
is the man without the woman, neither the 
woman without the man, in the Lord. For 
as the woman is of the man, even so is the 
man also by the woman; but all things of 
God. Judge in yourselves: is it comely that 
a woman pray unto God uncovered? Doth 
not even nature itself teach you, that, if a 
man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 
But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory 
to her : for her hair is given her for a covering. 
But if any man seem to be contentious, we 
have no such custom, neither the churches 
of God. 

In the House of the Lord 

Now in this that I declare unto you I 
praise you not, that ye come together not for 
the better, but for the worse. For first of all, 
when ye come together in the church, I hear 
that there be divisions among you; and I 
partly believe it. For there must be also 
heresies among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest among you. 


When ye come together therefore into one 
place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper. 
For in eating every one taketh before other 
his own supper: and one is himgry, and 
another is drunken. What? have ye not 
houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye 
the church of God, and shame them that 
have not? What shall I say to you? shall i 
praise you in this ? I praise you not. 

For I have received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered tmto you. That the Lord 
Jesus the same night in which he was be- 
trayed took bread : and when he had given 
^anks, he brake it, and said. Take, eat: this 
is my body, which is broken for you: this do 
in remembrance of me. After the same man- 
ner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, THs cup is the new testament in my 
blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore 
whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord, But let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that.bread, and drink of that cup. For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself, not dis- 
cerning the Lord’s body. For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, 
we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
we should not be condemned with the world. 

Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come 
together to eat, tarry one for another. And 
if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that 
ye come not together unto condemnation. 
And the rest will I set in order when I come. 

Diversities of Gifts 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, 

I would not have you ignorant. Ye know 
that ye were Gentiles^ carried away unto 
these dumb idois^ even as ye were led. 
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Wherefore I give you to understand^ that 
no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth 
Jesus accursed: and that no man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. And there are differences of 
administrations, but the same Lord. And 
there are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same God which worketh all in alL But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. For to one is 
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom j to 
another the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; to another the working of miracles; 
to another prophecy; to another discerning 
of spirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues; 
to another the interpretation of tongues : but 
all these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will. 

For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit. For 
the body is not one member, but many. If 
the foot shall say. Because I am not the 
hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
not of the body? And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the 
body; is it therefore not of the body? If the 
whole body were an eye, where were the 
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling? But now hath God set 
the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him. And if they were aU 
one member, where were the body ? But now 
are they many members, yet but one body. 
And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have 
no need of thee : nor again the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more 
those members of the body, wliich seem to 
be more feeble, are necessary: and those 
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members of the body, which we think to be 
less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abxmdant honour; and our uncomely parts 
have more abundant comeliness. For our 
comely parts have no need: but God hath 
tempered the body together, having given 
more abundant honour to that part which 
lacked: that there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have the 
same care one for another. And whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with 
it; or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it. Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular. 
And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healmgs, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? 
are aU teachers? are all workers of miracles? 
Have aU the gifts of heaHng? do all speak 
with tongues? do all interpret? But covet 
earnestly the best gifts : and yet shew I unto 
you a more excellent way. 

The Bond of Love 

Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity,* I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and 
all knowledge; and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing. And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itself un- 
seemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endmeth aU 

Charity never faileth: but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there 
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there 


* We feel, as we come upon this hymn of love, as if we had suddenly stepped from a tumultuous church- 
meeting into a cathedral service during the singing of a beautiful psalm. The change in style and spirit 
between it and the preceding chapter of argument makes the reader ask if there is any connexion between 
them. The answer is, that love is the final word. One by one the Apostle has dealt with the problems and 
jealousies that have brought discord and disgrace into the Church. Then, turning from the discussion of 
miraculous gifts, ecstatic experiences, and supernatural knowledge, he says, I will show you the true glory 
of the Church and of the Christian life. Look not for it in any abnormal or supernatural display but in the 
patient, enduring, sacrificing ministry of love. This is the wonder of wonders, the divine miracle; super- 
natural love, the spirit and mind of Christ in the daily lives of men. 
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under obedience^ as also saith the law. And 
if they will learn any things let them ask their 
husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church. What ? came 
the word of God out from you? or came it 
imto you only? 

If any man think himself to be a prophet, 
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or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things that I write unto you are the com- 
mandments of the Lord. But if any man be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, 
and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let 
all things be done decently and in order. 


INTELLECTUAL PROBLEMS i Corinthians 15 , 1-58 

Of all the problems that engage the mind of man^ the mystery of death is the most 
difficult to solve^ and we owe to Paul our deepest gratitude for showing that in Christ 
we have the key to it. To the Apostle^ Chris fs resurrection is a specific instance^ and 
revelation in history^ of personal immortality ^ of the continuity of spiritual life and its 
independence of physical conditions. To illuminate his theme Paul draws an analogy 
from nature. The life that is in the seed^ the same life as is buried^ comes forth in 
a new body^ in a body that is adapted to the needs of a new existence. This truth the 
resurrection of Christ has brought to light: and with it the companion truths that Christ 
is also the Saviour and Perfecter of man's immortal spirit. 

MOREOVER, brethren, I declare unto you risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 


the gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand j 
by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, unless 
ye have believed in vain. For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also re- 
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: and that he was 
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after 
that, he was seen of above five himdred 
brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto tliis present, but some are fallen 
asleep. After that, he was seen of James; 
then of ail the apostles. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 
time. For I am the least of the apostles, that 
am not meet to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. Therefore whether it 
were I or they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed. 

The Resurrection of Christ 
Now if Christ be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say some among you 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen : and if Christ be not 


faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we have testified 
of God that he raised up Christ: whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they 
also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

The Resurrection of Believers 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his own order : Christ 
the firstfruits ; afterward they that are Christ's 
at his coming. Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have 
put down all rule and all authority and power. 
For he must reign, till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death. For he hath put 
aH things imder his feet. But when he saith, 
all things are put tmder him, it is manifest 
that he is excepted, which did put all things 
under him. And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject imto him that put all 
things tmder him, that God may be all in all. 

Else what shall they do which are baptized 
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for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why 
are they then baptized for the dead? And 
why stand we in jeopardy every hour? I pro- 
test by your rejoicing which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I die daily. If after the man- 
ner of men I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the d^a d 
rise not? let us eat and drinkj for to morrow 
we die. Be not deceived: evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. Awake to 
righteousness, and sin notj for some have 
not the knowledge of God: I speak this to 
your shame. 

Questions Answered 

But some man will say. How are the dead 
raised up? and with what body do they 
come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest 
is not quickened, except it die: and that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but 
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, 
Md to every seed his own body. All flesh 
is not the same flesh: but there is one kind 
of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of birds. 
There are also celestial bodies, and bodies 
terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 
There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars: for one star differeth from another star 


all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shaU sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying Aat is written. Death is swallowed 
up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

GENERAL MATTERS i Cor. 16 , 1-24 

Whatever heights of thought he reaches^ Paul 
never forgets the needs of his friends, nor the 
kindnesses that have been shown to him in the 
homes of the people of God. 

Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the ohTimh po 
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day 
of the week let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered bimj that 
there be 110 ffstiicrinffs when I coni<^ Anri 




he will come when he shall have convenient 
time. 

Watch ye^ stand fast in the faiths quit you 
like men^ be strong. Let all your tkdngs be 
done with charity. 

I beseech you^ brethren, (ye know the 
house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits 
of Achaia, and that they have addicted them- 
selves to the ministry of the saints,) that ye 
submit yourselves unto such, and to every 
one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. I 
am glad of the coming of Stephanas and 
Fortunatus and Achaicus : for that which was 
lacldng on your part they have supplied. For 
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they have refreshed my spirit and yours: 
therefore acknowledge ye them that are 
such. 

The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila 
and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, 
with the church that is in their house. All 
the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another 
with an holy kiss. 

The salutation of me Paul with mine own 
hand. If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 


OF PAUL TO THE 


CORINTHIANS 


TO COMFORT THOSE WHO ARE DOWN-HEARTED 

Those who feel they have heen misunderstood ard illdreated^ who have been hard 
pressed and heavily afflicted in the battle of life^ handicapped by physical disabilities^ 
and pursued by ill-will^ to these and many others the Apostle sends a message of 
affection^ confidence:^ and promise^ sealed with the confession of his own experience. 
Like a comrade who has known similar trials and won through^ he assures those who 
are still bearing the strain that in the end they too will look upon their present ordeal 
as a light affliction that worketh an eternal weight of glory through the Father of 
all mercies and the God of all comfort 

THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 2 Corinthians 1, i-ii 


P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, with all the 
saints which are in all Achaia: grace be to 
you and peace from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort; who comforteth 
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able 
to comfort them which are in any trouble, 
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God. For as the sufferings of 


Christ aboimd in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be 
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salva- 
tion, which is effectual in the enduring of the 
same sufferings which we also suffer: or 
whether we be comforted, it is for your 
solation and salvation. And our hope of you 
is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers 
of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of 
consolation. For we wotald not, brethren, 
have you ignorant of our trouble which came 
to us in Asia, that we were pressed out 
of measure, above strength, insomuch 
we despaired even of life: but we had the 
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sentence of death in ourselves^ that we should 
not trust in ourselves^ but in God wliich 
raiseth the dead: who delivered us from so 
great a deaths and doth deliver: in whom we 
trust that he will yet deliver m; ye also help- 

THE COMFORT OF CONFIDENCE 


ing together by prayer for us, that for the 
gift bestowed upon us by the means of many 
persons thanks may be given by many on our 
behalf. 


2 Corinthians 1, 12—7, i6 
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Wf^n aimn is sure of the road he takes, his heart is comforted, however rough the wav 

with Paul He had a good conscience. It had led h^ 
into dtffieuU country and hazardous situations, but it had brought him, in the Corin- 
thians, friends that were good and true. What a joy to be added to the comfort that 
the road was right! And what a comfort, in itself, is the friendship of sympathetic 
un^standtng people, to whom one can speak freely, and feel that the words spoken 
mil never be betrayed. There is deep and lasting comfort in the loyalty of friends 

true friends are only two of the gifts of the God of 
o' • w gift, the good news of the Gospel, the gift of Christ 

the promise of Salvation, and the Hope of Glory. In these, says 
me Apostle, we have sure confidence. And nothing contributes so much to the heart’s 
comjOYi as a God-'tnsptred confidence. 

FOR our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience^ that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conversation 
in the world, and more abundantly to you- 
ward. For we write none other things unto 
you, than what ye read or acknowledge^ and 
I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end j 
as also ye have acknowledged us in part, that 
we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours 


and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts. 

Moreover I call God for a record upon my 
soul, that to spare you I came not as yet 
unto Corinth. Not for that we have do- 
minion over your faith, but are helpers of 
your joy: for by faith ye stand. But I deter- 
mined this with myself, that I would not 
come again to you in heaviness. For if I 
make vou sorrv wbA i 


i. was m 


when I came, I si 
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^ Liberty in the sense that the Christian enjoys without restraint the unlimited privileges and opportunities 
of a larger world, the world of the Spirit. 

^ The brightness that for a while lit up the face of Moses soon passed away. He veiled his face so that 
the people should not see the fading glory. But the glory we behold in Jesus, as we gaze upon it, sinks 
deep and remains until its image is reproduced in our hearts. 
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that ye would confirm your love toward him. 
For to this end also did I write, that I might 
know the proof of you, whether ye be obe- 
dient in all things. To whom ye forgive any 
thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any 
thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes 
forgave I it in the person of Christ; lest 
Satan should get an advantage of us: for we 
are not ignorant of his devices. 

God causeth us to Triumph 
Furthermore, when I came to Troas to 
preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was 
opened unto me of the Lord, I had no rest 
in my spirit, because I foimd not Titus my 
brother : but taking my leave of them, I went 
from thence into Macedonia. 

Now thanlics be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of liis knowledge by us 
in every place. For we are unto God a sweet 
savour of Clurist, in them that are saved, and 
in them that perish: to the one we are the 
savour of death unto death; and to the other 
the savour of life unto life. And who is suffi- 
cient for these things? For we are not as 
many, which corrupt the word of God: but 
as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of 
God speak we in Christ. 

The Glorious Gospel of Christ 
Do we begin again to commend ourselves? 
or need we, as some others, epistles of com- 
mendation to you, or letters of commenda- 
tion from you? Ye are our epistle written in 
our hearts, known and read of all men: for- 
asmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be 
the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not witli ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy 
tables of the heart. And such trust have we 
through Christ to God-ward : not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as 
of ourselves; bnt our suificiency is of God; 
who also hath made us able ministers of the 
new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life. But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, 
so that the children of Israel could not sted- 
fasdy behold the face of Moses for the glory 
of his countenance; which glory was to be 
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done away: how shall not the ministration 
of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the 
ministration of condemnation be glory, much 
more doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceed in glory. For even that which was 
made glorious had no glory in this respect, 
by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if 
that which is done away was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glorious. 

Seeing then that we have such hope, we 
use great plainness of speech: and not as 
Moses, which put a vail over his face, that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly 
look to the end of that which is abolished: 
but their minds were blinded: for until this 
day remaineth the same vail imtaken away 
in the reading of the old testament; which 
vail is done away in Christ. But even unto 
this day, when Moses is read, the vail is 
upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall 
turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.^ But we ail, with open face behold- 
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image^ from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, 
as we have received mercy, we faint not; but 
have renounced the hidden things of dis- 
honesty, not walking in craftiness, nor hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are lost: in whom the god of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glori- 
ous gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them. For we preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and 
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For 
God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

The Hope of Glory 

But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. We are 
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; 
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we are perplexed, but not in despair; per- 
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but 
not destroyed; always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our body. For we which live are alway de- 
livered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in 
us, but life in you. We having the same spirit 
of faith, according as it is written, I believed, 
and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, 
and therefore speak; knowing that he which 
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us 
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 
For all things are for your sakes, that the 
abundant grace might through the thanks- 
giving of many redound to the glory of God. 

For which cause we faint not; but though 


thi 


every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad. 

The Promise of Salvation 

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men; but we are made manifest 
imto^ God; and I trust also are made mani- 
fest in your consciences. For we conunend 
not ourselves again unto you, but give you 
occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may 
have somewhat to answer them which glory 
in appearance, and not in heart. For whether 
we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or 
whether we be sober, it is for your cause. 
For the love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for aU, 
then were all dead: and that he died for all, 
that they which 1 ive should not henceforth 
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THEY WILL BE AS EAGER AND KEEN AS SPORTSMEN 

But it will be for the success of God^s Cause. Sport is not and cannot he the whole or 
main interest of God^s world'-makersy but His people will not be out-rivalled in spirit^ 
trainings and self -discipline by the athletes at Corinth or elsewhere. 

patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dis- own bowels. Now for a recompence in the 
tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye 
tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; also enlarged. 

by pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, Be ye not unequally yoked together with 

by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unbelievers : for what fellowship hath right- 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the eousness with unrighteousness? and what 
power of God, by the armour of righteous- communion hath light with darkness? And 
ness on the right hand and on the left, by what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
honour and dishonour, by evil report and what part hath he that believeth with an 
good report: as deceivers, and yet true; as infidel? And what agreement hath the temple 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
and, behold, we live; as chastened, and the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell 
not killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; in them, and walk in thetn; and I will be 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having their God, and they shall be my people, 
nothing, and yet possessing all things. Wherefore 

G ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto Come out from among them, and be ye 
you, our heart is enlarged. Ye are not separate, 

straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your saith the Lord, 
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menti but by occasion of the forwardness of 
others, and to prove the sincerity of your 
love. For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich. And 
herein I give my advice : for this is expedient 
for you, who have begun before, not only to 
do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now 
therefore perform^ the doing of it; that as 
there was a readiness to will, so there may 
be a performance also out of that which ye 
have. For if there be first a wilHng mind, it 
is accepted according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not. For I 
mean not that other men be eased, and ye 
burdened: but by an equality, that now at 
this time your abundance may be a supply 
for their want, that their abundance also 
may be a supply for your want: that there 
may be equality: as it is written. He that had 
gathered much had nothing over; and he 
that had gathered little had no lack. 

Show the Proof of your Love 

But thanks be to God, which put the same 
earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. 

For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but 
being more forward, of his own accord he 
went unto you. And we have sent with him 
the brother, whose praise is in the gospel 
throughout all the churches; and not that 
only, but who was also chosen of the churches 
to travel with us with this grace, which is 
administered by us to the glory of the same 
Lord, and declaration of your ready mind : 
avoiding this, that no man should blame us 
in this abundance which is administered by 
us: providing for honest things, not only in 
the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight 
of men. And we have sent with them our 
brotlier, whom we have oftentimes proved 
diligent in many things, but now much more 
diligent, upon the great confidence which I 
have in you. Whether any do inquire of 
Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper 
concerning you : or our brethren be inquired 
of, they are the messengers of the churches, 
and the glory of Christ, Wherefore shew ye 
to them, and before the churches, the proof of 
your love, and of our boasting on your behalf, 

^ Carry it through to the end, and do so bountifully with a cheerful spirit. Some of the loftiest sentences 
Paul ever penned about the Gospel were written when he was dealing with the raising of money for the poor 
Christians at Jerusalem. The collection was not merely a question of finance. It was a spiritual bond to 
draw the members of different churches into closer unity; a spiritual service that called for the exercise of 
spiritual gifts. The way the Apostle handles the matter reveals an aspect of his character which enhances 
our regard for him. 


For as touching the ministering to the 
saints, it is superfluous for me to write to 
you: for I know the forwardness of your 
mind, for which I boast of you to them of 
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year 
ago ; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 
Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boast- 
ing of you should be in vain in this behalf, 
that, as I said, ye may be ready: lest haply 
if they of Macedonia come with me, and find 
you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) 
should be ashamed in this same confident 
boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary 
to exhort the brethren, that they would go 
before unto you, and make up beforehand 
your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, 
that the same might be ready, as a matter of 
bounty, and not as of covetousness. 

God Loveth a Cheerful Giver 

But this I say. He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly ; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of neces- 
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work: 
(as it is written, 

He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given 
to the poor: 

His righteousness remaineth for ever. 

Now he that ministereth seed to the sower 
both minister bread for your food, and 
multiply your seed sown, and increase the 
fruits of your righteousness ;) being enriched 
in every thing to all bountifulness, which 
causeth through us thanksgiving to God, 
For the administration of this service not 
only supplieth the want of the saints, but is 
abundant also by many thanksgivings unto 
God; whiles by lie experiment of this minis- 
tration they glorify God for your professed 
subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for 
your liberal distribution unto them, and unto 
all men; and by their prayer for you, which 
long after you for the exceeding grace of God 
in you. Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift. 
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chargeable to no man: for that which was 
lacking to me the brethren which came from 
Macedonia supplied : and in all things I have 
kept myself from being burdensome unto 
you, and so will I keep myself. As the truth 
of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me 
of this boasting in the regions of Achaia. 
Wherefore? because I love you not? God 
knoweth. But what I do, that I will do, that 
I may cut ofi occasion from them which 
desire occasion; that wherein they glory, 
they may be found even as we. For such are 
false apostles, deceitful workers, transform- 
ing themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
And no marvel; for Satan himself is trans- 
formed into an angel of light. Therefore it 
is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteous- 
ness; whose end shall be according to their 
works. 

This also I have Known 

I say again. Let no man think me a fool; 
if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I 
may boast myself a little. That which I 
speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as 
it were foolishly, in this confidence of boast- 
ing. Seeing that many glory after the flesh, 
I will glory also. For ye suffer fools gladly, 
seeing ye yourselves are wise. For ye suffer, 
if a man bring you into bondage, if a man 
devour you, if a man take of you, if a man 
exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. 
I speak as concerning reproach, as though 
we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever 
any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold 
also. Are they Hebrews? so am L Are they 
Israelites ? so am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of 
Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in 
labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been 
in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in weariness and pain- 
fiilness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
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ness. Beside those things that are without, 
that which cometh upon me daily, the care 
of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
If I must needs glory, I will glory of the 
things which concern mine infirmities.^ The 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that 
I lie not. In Damascus the governor under 
Aretas the king kept the city of the Damas- 
cenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend 
me: and through a window in a basket was 
I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. 

A Thorn in the Flesh 

It is not expedient for me doubtless to 
glory. I will come to visions and revelations 
of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above 
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I 
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I 
cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one 
caught up to the third heaven. And I knew 
such a man, (whether in the body, or out of 
the body, I cannot teU: God knoweth;) how 
that he was caught up into paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. Of such an one 
will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, 
but in mine infirmities. For though I would 
desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I 
will say the truth : but now I forbear, lest any 
man should think of me above that which he 
seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
And lest I should be exalted above measure 
through the abtmdance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that 
might depart from me. And he said unto 
me. My grace is sufficient for thee: for mv 
strength is made perfect in weakness, 
gladly therefore will I father glory in 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
firmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake 
for When I am weak, then am I strong. 

I am become a fool in glorying; ye 
compelled me : for I ought to have been com- 
mended of you : for in nothing am I behind 
the very chiefest apostles, though I be no- 
thing. Truly the signs of an apostle 
wrought among you in all patience, 


thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked- 

^ Others, like Paid, whq have suffered much, been baffled and seen their plans defeated, say 
befallen them has been God’s opportunities, and that He has known how to use them. 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO THE 

GALATIANS 

HOLD FAST THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL 

For the salvation of the world depends upon it. There is only one way of saving the 
soul of a man^ or mankind^ and that is by a person. The nature of man is not changed 
by believing a doctrine^, nor keeping a code of laws^ but by living personal contact with 
someone he believes in. Then a miracle may happen^ and often does. He partakes of 
the mind and spirit of his Saviour Friend^, and becomes a new creature. But the friend 
must be someone he can implicitly trust Hold that fast says Pautfor it is the key 
to the mystery and miracle of human redemption. The whole secret lies in that simple^ 
and oft-times slender bond of faith. It is the one essential condition of any personal 
relationships the one thing that can unite one person with another^ and keep them 
together for ever. Imagine what that meanS:, when the other Person is the Son of God: 
the Source^ to man^ of all the power of God, and the Heir to all the promises, God's 
gift to man is a Person he can believe ins ^'^d he pleases God best who, with a thankful 
heart, accepts God's gift, 

THE REVELATION TO PAUL 

P AULj an apostle, (not of men, neither 
by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God 
the Father, who raised him from the 
dead^) and all the brethren which are 
with me, unto the churches of Galatia : grace 
be to you and peace from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver 
us from this present evil world, according to 
the will of God and our Father: to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

No Other Gospel 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of Christ 
imto another gospel: which is not another] 
but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that wliich we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As 
we said before, so say I now again. If any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

For do I now persuade men, or God? or do 
I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, 

I should not be the servant of Christ. 
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But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. For ye have heard of my conversa- 
tion in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 
that beyond measure I persecuted the church 
of God, and wasted it: and profited in the 
Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine 
own nation, being more exceedingly zealous 
of the traditions of my fathers. But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother’s womb, and called me by Ms grace, 
to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach 
him among the heathen] immediately I con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood : neither went 
I up to Jerusalem to them wMch were 
apostles before me] but I went into Arabia, 
and returned again unto Damascus. 

Then after three years I went up to Jeru- 
salem to see Peter, and abode with Mm 
fifteen days. But other of the apostles 
saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother. 
Now the things wMch I write unto you, 
behold, before God, I lie not. Afterwards 
I came into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia; and was unknown by face unto the 
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chtirches of Judasa which were in Christ : but 
they had heard only. That he which per- 
secuted us in times past now preacheth the 
faith which once he destroyed. And they 
glorified God in me. 

Then fourteen years after I went up again 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus 
with me also. And I went up by revelation, 
and communicated unto them that gospel 
wluch I preach among the Gentiles, but 
privately to them which were of reputation, 
lest by any means I should run, or had run, 
in vain. But neither Titus, who was with 
me, being a Greek, was compelled to be cir- 
cumcised: and that because of false brethren 
unawares brought in, who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage : 
to whom we gave place by subjection, no, not 
for an hour ; that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you. But of these who seemed 
to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it 
maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no 
man’s person:) for they who seemed to be 
somewhat in conference added nothing to 
me: but contrariwise, when they saw that 
the gospel of the uncircumcision was com- 
mitted unto me, as the gospel of the circum- 
cision. was unto Peter* ^^for he that ■wrmno-fif* 
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But when Peter was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, because he was 
to be blamed. For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: 
but when they were .come, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them which were 
of the circumcision. And the other Jews 
dissembled likewise with himj insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with 
their dissimulation. But when I saw that 
they walked not uprightly according to the 
truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before 
them all. If thou, being a Jew, livest after 
the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the 
Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to 
live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by 
nature, and not sinners of the Gentfies, 
knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law : for 
by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified. But if, while we seek to be justified 
by Christ, we ourselves also are found sin- 
ners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? 
God forbid. For if I build again the thingc 
which I destroyed, I make myself a trans- 
gressor. For I thrOUffh the lam arv, 
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GIVE FAITH A CHANCE Galatians 5 , 13— 6, 18 

Let the spirit that is born in the heart of a believer in Christ have its way. Fear not 
its freedom. For it is the Spirit of God:, which lives to create lovC:, joy :,peace^ gentleness:, 
generosity i and self-control. It works no evil^for its law is love; but work it musty for 
it is the Spirit of life and creative action^ ever seeking to save and advance mankind. 
In Pauls day it was hard to get men to believe that to live and walk by the Spirit 
was the only gospel that could save the world. They raised all manner of arguments 
against it^ as men still do. 


FOR5 brethren^ ye have been called unto 
libeity^ only use not Hberty for an occasion 
to the fleshj, but by love serve one another. 
For all the law is fhliiiled in one word^ even 
in this 5 Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. But if ye bite and devour one an- 
other^ take heed that ye be not consumed one 
of another. 

This I say then^ Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh: and these are con- 
trary the one to the other: so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would. But if ye be led 
of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, dn^enness, 
revellings, and such like : of ^e which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you m time 
past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God. But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suflering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance; against such there is no 
law. And they that are Christ’s have cruci- 
fied the flesh ■with the affections and lusts. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain 


glory, provoking one another, envying one 
anoAer. 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in tiie spirit of meekness; considering thy- 
self, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. For if a man think himself to be 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself. But let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in 
himself alone, and not in another. For every 
man shall bear his own burden. 

Let him that is taught in the word com- 
municate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to his ^ fi^ 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. And let us not be weary in 
well doing; for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not. As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto aU men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith. 

Ye see how large a letter I have written 
unto you with mine own hand. As many as 
desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, tibey 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest 
they should suffer persecution for the cross 
of Christ. For neither they themselves who 


with Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 
For I testify again to every man that is cir- 
cumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law; 
ye are fallen from grace. For we through the 
Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith. For in Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; 
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but faith which worketh by love. Ye did run 
well; who did hinder you that ye should not 
obey the truth? This persuasion cometh not 
of him that calleth you. A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump. I have confidence 
in you through the Lord, that ye will be none 
otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you 
shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. 
And I, brethren, if I yet preach circum- 
cision, who do I yet suffer persecution? then 
is the offence of the cross ceased. I would 
they were even cut off wliich trouble you. 





•iiiilSi 

aifi 


the faith that interprets history 
S«rSi2S/if„T'’ ^ <^P^> 

knowletlge and the comprehension of nor »,;L f ^ ^^ond the limits of 

who in this Epistle ZetZSZ^t^T^ ^ ‘K^Aposti 

He sees the 4es that are pZZ4ZZ **■“»>. * not dismay J. 

They toait um Him^Zt SfZ£4 ZIZ’TZ ^ ■“ “ <=»<• 

meming. Hoseeaer vast the aeons of tde thZSs f 

all needed to make ready for Him ■ and vaster 011 ^ Clmst came, they were 

the promises that are tolfounZZn Te ltmL * ^ nU 

IN PRAISE OF HIS GLORY 


P AUL, ^ apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the of God, to the saints which 
at Ephesus, and to the faithful in 

peace f£m'rnH®“®'' 

K-fercSi.°” ^^•nntPo 

I nr^T^^ Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 

to heavjy 

chosen us in 

him before the foundation of the world fRar 
w^shou^d be holy and without bCtSe 
to jn love : having predestinated us unto 

Jesus Christ to 
toself, accordmg to the good pleasure of 


Ephesians 1, 1-14 
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^e circumcised keep the law} but desire to 
have you circumcised, that they may glorv 
in your flesh. But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world. For in Christ 
J esus neither chcumcision availeth any tMng, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And 


as many as walk according to tMs rule, peace 

Sgo*^”"' 

From henceforth let no man trouble me: 
Jesm ^ marks of the Lord 

Eord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 


the epistle of PAUL 


TO the 
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of him who worketh all things after the 
coimsel of his own will: that we should be to 
the praise of his glory^ who first trusted in 
Christ. In whom ye also trusted^ after that 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye 


believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of our in- 
heritance until the redemption of the pur- 
chased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory. 


UNITY IN THE UNIVERSE Ephesians !, 15— 3 , 21 

Christ is the key to history^ the central fact of God^s purpose and power. In Him 


we see both made manifest^, and through Him evidence of the same purpose and power in 
the lives of individuals^ and in society generally. That purpose^ as it is given here^ is 
to bring all creation into perfect harmony^ unity ^ and peace. But do we know what 
that meanSi and realize its full significance — that it postulates the ultimate unity of 
everything^ the wholeness of the universe^ and the value to God of the universe as 
a whole? True^ the Epistle deals largely with the Churchy, but it is with the Church 
as the instrument of this unifying mission of Christy cmd as such the Church itself must 
be united with Christy in a union as closely knit together as the parts of a human body . 
WHEREFORE I also, after I heard of your But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 


faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints, cease not to give thanks for you, mak- 
ing mention of you in my prayers^ that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
the eyes of your imderstanding being en- 
lightened; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power 
to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is 
to come: and hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that fiUeth all in all. 


Individuals 

And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience : among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others. 


love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
and hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus, 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast. 
For we are his worlmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them. 


Fitly Framed Together 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
that at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
promise, having no hope, and without 
in the world : but now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who 
hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us; 
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in 
dinances; for to make in himself of twain one 
new man, so making peace; and that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one body 
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by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby; 
and came and preached peace to you which 
were afar ofF^ and to them that were nigh. 
For through him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
cmzens with tlie saints, and of the household 
of God; and are bmlt upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
hmself bemg the chief corner stone; in 
whom^ the building fitly framed together 
grovveth unto an holy temple in the Lord- 
m whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitauon of God through the Spirit. 


Partakers of the Promise 

For ^s cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of 
me dispensation of the grace of God which 
IS given me to you- ward : how that by revela- 
toon he made known unto me the mystery; 
Js I wrote afore in few words, whereby! 
when ye read, ye may imderstand my know- 
ledge m the mystery of Christ) which in 
other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
prophets by the Spirit; 
Aat *e Gentiles should be feUowheirsf and 
f the same body, and partakers of his 
promise m Christ by the gospel: whereof I 
wasnnade a minister, according to the gift 

f Siven unto me by the 

effectual workmg of his power. Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is 


: ^at I should preach among 

■ “len see what is the 

■ feUowship of the mystery, which from the 

beginnmg of the world hath been hid in God, 

who created all things by Jesus Christ; to 
the mtent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places mijht be 
too^ by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God, accordmg to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord ; 
m whom we have boldness and access with 
co^dence by the faith of him. Wherefore 

for to,? r- “‘y tribulations 

lor you^ which is your glory. 

^ unto the 

? , ^td Jesus Christ, of whom 

“ heaven and earth is 
named,_that he would grant you, according 
to &e riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
imght by Ws Sphit in the inner man; 
Aat Chr^t may dwell in your hearts by faith- 

grounded in love,' 
may be able to comprehend with all saints 
vvhat IS the breadth, and length, and depth! 
and height; and to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, that ye miaht he 
fiUed with aU &e fulness of God! 

abundantly above all that we ask or thii^ 
accoring to the power that worketh in us, 
mto ^ be^glory in the church by Christ 
^u^throughout all ages, world without end. 


UNITY AND VARIETY 

From unity the Apostle tumt tn u ■ . Ephesians 4 , i— 6, 24 

^^^^^ty ofgiftsfand mvidu^^ varied. But 
controlled hy one Lord, and direot/d fTZfT ^^^^^^roy umty. Indeed,when 
strengthen it. But everything depends tend rather to enrich and 

member. Imagine a lurch made u-h <^haracter and spirit of each individual 

^lodestly the ribbons of self -dedicatiottan^ d/ h^h calling, wearing 

TOOon wtjre^th y. are ■«» 

a*™.. be « 

> one baptism, (Now that he ascended, what is it but that 
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IS head of the ^urch: and he is the Master also is in heaven: neither is thei-f. 

saviour of the body Therefore as the church respect of persons with Wm ® 

IS subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 

their own husbands in every thing. Hus- The Armour of God 

bands^ love your wiveSj even as Christ also Finallv k 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 

THE FAITH THAT INTERPRETS EXPERIENCE 

It is another glory of the Lord that comes to light in this Epistle; the glory of His 
inner life^ the glory of His spiriU Towering on either side of it are the Epistles to the 
Ephesians and the Colossians^ mountain-peaks of revelation:, like lofty thrones that hold 
in exalted majesty the transcendent Lord of the universe and the ages* Philippians^ 
like a lowly but heaven-blessed valley^ lies between these guardian heights. It is the 
Epistle of the Incarnation:, of the Lord who was rich:, hut who for our sakes became 
poor that He might enrich all the valleys of our humiliation and sorrows with the gift 
of a new mind and spirit:. His own mind and spirit It is Himself He gives. Such 
gifU says Paul:, as makes the riches of the world seem like dross. For it trans- 
figures all experiences and the whole of matCs existence. So noW:, he adds^ my sole 
desire is to learn of Him. 


LET THIS MIND JBE IN YOU 

|AUL and Timotlieus^ the servants 
Fof Jesus Christ, to all the saints in 
Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, 
with the bishops and deacons : grace 
be unto you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you, always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making request with joy, for your 
fellowship in the gospel from the first day 
until now ; being confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ : 
even as it is meet for me to think this of you 
all, because I have you in my heart; inas- 
much as both in my bonds, and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are 
partakers of my grace. For God is my record, 
how greatly I long after you all in the bowels 
of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may 
approve things that are excellent; fhat ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the 
day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God, 


Philippkns 1, i— 4, 23 

Valleys of Humiliation 
But I would ye should understand, breth- 
ren, that the things which happened unto me 
have fallen out rather imto the furtherance 
of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are 
manifest in all the palace, and in all other 
places ; and many of the brethren in the Lord, 
waxing confident by my bonds, are much 
more bold to speak the word without fear. 
Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and 
strife; and some also of good will: the one 
preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, 
supposing to add affliction to my bonds : but 
the other of love, knowing that I am set for 
the defence of the gospel. What then? not- 
withstanding, every way, whether in pre- 
tence, or in truth, Christ is preached; 

I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 
For I know that this shall turn to my salva- 
tion tlirough your prayer, and the supply oi 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to 
earnest expectation and my hope, that 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life, or by death. For to me to liveis Christ, 
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MANY AND VAST ARE THE KINGDOMS OF THE SOUL 
Music and Art as well as Politics and Commerce are to become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, serving His Wilk and glorifying God in their ministering to our spiritual needs. 
World-mak&'s will he music-makers, too, when the spirit of the age is worshipful. 


flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the 
law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecutmg 
the church; touching the righteousness which 
is in the law, blameless. But what things 
were gain to me, those T counted loss for 
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
t hpm but dung, that I may win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: that 
I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 


ings, being made conformable unto his death; 
if by any means I might attain unto the re- 
surrection of the dead. Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth vmto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling Of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be per- 
fect, be thus minded : and if in any thing ye 
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even 
this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we 
have aheady attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the sanje thing. 
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Brethrenj be followers together of me, and 

mark them which walk so as ye have us for an 
ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you even weep- 
ing, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ : whose end is destruction, whose God 
is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things.) For our 
conversation is in heaven^ from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ : who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he 
IS able even to subdue all things unto him- 
self. 

Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved 
md longed for, my joy and crown, so stand 
fast m the Lord, my dearly beloved. 


pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good reporti if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. Those things, which ye 
have both learned, and received, and heard 
and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you. 


Fellm Labourers in the Gospel 

I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, 
that they be of the same mind m the Lord, 
i^d I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help 
those wonien* which laboured with me in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and with other 
my feUowlabourers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 

The Sentinel of Peace 

T, ^sjoice in the Lord alway : and again I say. 
Rejoice. Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be care- 
lul for nottogj but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the 

peace of God, which passeth aU understand- 

cSist Jes^r^ through 

Things to Keep in Mind 

FmaUy, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever thingQ are 


The Secret for Every Occasion 

But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that 
now at the last your care of me hath flourished 
agamj wherein ye were also careful, but ye 
lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in 
respect of want: for I have learned, in what- 
soever state I am, therewith to be content. 
I know both how to be abased, and I know 
how to abound : every where and in all thingc 
I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungryjj both to abound and to suffer need. 
I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding ye have 
vreU done, that ye did communicate with my 
amcuon. Now ye Philippians know also, 
aat m Ae beginning of the gospel, when I 
departed from Macedonia, no church com- 
mumcated with me as concerning giving and 
receivmg, but ye only. For even in Thes- 
salomca ye sent once and again unto my 
necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but 
I desire fruit that may abound to your ac- 
coimt. But I have all, and abound: I am 
foil, having received of Epaphroditus the 
ttogs which were sent from you, an odour 
or a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well- 
pleasing to God. But my God shall supply 
aU yomr need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus. Now unto God and our 
rather be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Salute every saint in Clirist Jesus. The 
Methren which are with me greet you. All 
the saints salute you, chiefly they that are 
of Casar’s household. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 


that contained” somf nolawf *ChSda/ wo^ .jostle’s letters, was written to a church 

privileged than their sisters in At?!?* wom^hood. The women of Macedonia were more 

grew. It should think of sending Paul in prfemiTonie^na fofwc „ ^ Ly<ha and a slave-girl, or that, as it 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


COLOS SIANS 

THE FAITH THAT INTERPRETS THE UNIVERSE 
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created by hinij and for him and he is before 
all tfaingSj and by him all things consist. And 
he is the head of the body^ the church : who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all thinp he might have the pre- 
eminence. For it pleased the Father that in 
him should aU fulness dwell; and, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be rhingo in 
earth, or things in heaven. And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mmd by wicked works, yet now hath he re- 
conciled in the body of his flesh through 
death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sig ht; if ye con- 
toe in the faith grounded and settled, and 
be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under 
he^en; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 
who now rejoice in mv suiferincr*? fnr 


tojulfil the word of God; even the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations^ but now is made manifest to his 
saints ; to whom God would make known 
what IS the riches of the glory of this mystery 
^ong the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory : whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in ail 
wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus; whereunto I also 
labour, striving according to his working 
which worketh in me mightily. 

would that ye knew what great con- 
met I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, 
^d for as many as have not seen my face 
m the flesh; that their hearts might be com- 
forted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understand- 
ing, to the acknowledgement of the mystery 
of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
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ordinances that was against us^ which was 
contrary to us^ and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross ^ and having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a shew 
of tiiem openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days : which 
are a shadow of tilings to come ; but the body 
is of Christ. Let no man beguile you of your 
reward in a voluntary humility and worship- 
ping of angels, intruding into those things 
wliich he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by 
his fleshly mind, and not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit 
together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

Christy Who is Our Life 

Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from 
the rudiments of the world, why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordin- 
ances, (touch not; taste not; handle not; 
which ail are to perish with the using;) after 
the commandments and doctrines of men? 
Which tilings have indeed a shew of wisdom 
in will worship, and humility, and neglecting 
of the body; not in any honour to the satisfy- 
ing of the flesh. 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your affection 
bn things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid witli 
Christ in God, When Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory. 

a//, am? 

Mortify therefore your members which 
are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry : for which 
things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience : in the which ye 
also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them. But now ye also put off all these; 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy com- 
munication out of your mouth. Lie not one 
to another, seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds; and have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him: where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free : but Christ is allj and in all. 


Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffer- 
ing; forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the wliich also ye are called in one body ; 
and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And what- 
soever ye do in word, or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him. 

Our Lord in Heaven 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, 
love your wives, and be not bitter against 
them. Children, obey your parents in all 
things: for this is well pleasing unto the 
Lord, Fathers, provoke not your children 
to anger, lest they be discouraged. Servants, 
obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers ; but in singleness of heart, fearing 
God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward 
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ. But he that dpeth wrong shall re- 
ceive for the wrong which he hath done : and 
there is no respect of persons. Masters, give 
unto your servants that which is just and 
equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven. 

Watch and Pray 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving; withal praying also for 
us, that God would open unto us a door 
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in bonds : that I may make 
it manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk in 
wisdom toward them that are without, re- 
deeming the time, Let your speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to answer every man. 

Friends in the Faith 

All my state shall Tychicus declare unto 
you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 
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minister and fellowservant in the Lord: 
whom I have sent unto you for the same 
purpose,^ that he might know your estate. 

Onesimus, a 

faithfid ^d beloved brothers who is one of 
^u. They shall make known unto you aU 
thmgs which are done here. 

Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth 
you, mid Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, 
(touchmg whom ye received commandments ; 

he come ™to you, receive him j) and Jesus, 
wmch IS called Justus, who are of the circum- 

“y fellowworkers 
unto the kmgdom of God, which have been 
a comfort unto me. Epaphras, who is one 
of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 

always labourmg fervently for youin prayers. 


that ye naay stand perfect and complete in 

^ ^ ^tim record, 

mat he haA a ^eat zeal for you, and them 
mat are m Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis. 
Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas! 
greet you. Salute the brethren which are in 
Laochcea, and Nymphas, and the church 
which IS m his house. And when this epistle 
IS read among you, cause that it be read also 
m the church of the Laodiceansi and that ye 
hkewise read the epistle from Laodicea. And 
say to iychippus. Take heed to the ministry 

to it"”' 

The salutation by the hand of me Paul. 
Kemember my bonds. Grace be with you" 
Amen. ^ ’ 


THE FIRST EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

the night will not last for ever 

of darkness and evil which sitlih> ftiaht, * ^ conang when the powers 

to establish the Kingdom of Heaven of Glory comity in power 

™ 1 , ,_3 „ 

mto the church of the Thessalonians 
w^ch IS m God the Father and in 
the Lord Jesus Christ* Gracp h^. 
unto you, and nearp /-■ i *^^00 be 

rrom God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. ^ 

We give thanks to God always for you all 
malung mention of you in our pS £ 

Shh ^Sah fusing your work of 

hope m our Lord Jesus Christ, ih th^iaS 

beloved ^our” f knowing, brethren 
Beloved, your election of God, For our 
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gospel came not unto you in word only, but 

^ Ghost, and 

S manner 

of men we were among you for your sake. 

followers of us, and of the 
^rj having received the word in much 
afflcnon, with joy of the Holy Ghost: so 
SiJl ensamples to all that believe in 
Achaia, For from you 

m Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 

*■“ God-ward is spread 
abroadj so that we need not to speak any 


thing. For they themselves shew of us what 
manner of entering in we had unto you^ and 
how ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God 3 and to wait for liis 
Son from heaven^ whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come. 

Honest Work 

For yourselves, brethren, know our en- 
trance in unto you, that it was not in vain : 
but even after that we had suffered before, 
and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, 
at Philippi, we were bold in our God to 
speak xinto you the gospel of God with much 
contention. For our exhortation was not of 
deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile : but 
as we were allowed of God to be put in trust 
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our 
hearts. For neither at any time used we 
flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness: nor of men 
sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of 
others, when we might have been burden- 
some, as the apostles of Christ. But we were 
gende among you, even as a nurse cherisheth 
her children : so being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted 
xmto you, not the gospel of God only, but 
also our own souls, because ye were dear 
unto us. For ye remember, brethren, our 
labour and travail: for labouring night and 
day, because we would not be chargeable 
unto any of you, we preached unto you the 
gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, and God 
also, how holily and jusdy and unblameably 
we behaved ourselves among you that be- 
lieve : as ye know how we exhorted and com- 
forted and charged every one of you, as a 
father doth his children, that ye would walk 
worthy of God, who hath called you unto 
his kingdom and glory. 

Happy Hours 

For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word 
of God wliich ye heard of us, ye received it 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 
the word of God, which effectually worketh 
also in you that believe. For ye, brethren, 
became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judsea are in Christ Jesus : for ye 
also have suffered like things of your own 
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews : 
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who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their 
own prophets, and have persecuted us; and 
they please not God, and are contrary to all 
men: forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles 
that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
alway : for the wrath is come upon them to 
the uttermost. 

But we, brethren, being taken from you 
for a short time in presence, not in heart, 
endeavoured the more abundantly to see 
your face with great desire. Wherefore we 
would have come unto you, even I Paul, 
once and again; but Satan hindered us. For 
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoic- 
ing? Are nor even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are 
our glory and joy. 

Good News 

Wherefore when we could no longer for- 
bear, we thought it good to be left at Athens 
alone; and sent Timotheus, our brother, and 
minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in 
the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to 
comfort you concerning your faith: that no 
man should be moved by these afflictions : 
for yourselves know that we are appointed 
thereunto. For verily, when we were with 
you, we told you before that we should suffer 
tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye 
know. For this cause, when I could no 
longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, 
lest by some means the tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain. But now 
when Timotheus came from you unto us, 
and brought us good tidings of your faith 
and charity, and that ye have good remem- 
brance of us always, desiring greatly to see 
us, as we also to see you : therefore, brethren, 
we were comforted over you in all our afiiic- 
tion and distress by your faith: for now we 
live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. For what 
thanks can we render to God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
sakes before our God ; night and day praying 
exceedingly that we might see your face, and 
might perfect that which is lacking in your 
faith? Now God himself and our Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto 
you. And the Lord make you to increase and 
abound In love one toward another, and to- 
ward all men, even as we do toward you : to 
the end he may stablish your hearts un- 
blameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints 
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BE READY FOR THE DAY , Thessalonians 4, x~5, .8 

It wear two aspects. To those who are His enemies it will be a day of iudgemenV 
hut all who ^stre Ms appearing will share in His glory. It behoves usM^Hfbe 
trreproaclu^le in our personal, fatmly, and business lives; free from covetousness in 
jmtice, and slackness AM let no one think that if he dies before this great Day comes 


' --a J 

tiiat as ye have received of us how ye ought to 
walk and to please God^ so ye would abound 
more and more. For ye know what com-^ 
rnandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 
For this is the will of God^ even your sancti- 
fication^ that ye should abstain from fornica- 
tion : that every one of you should know how 
to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour^ not in the lust of concupiscence, 
even as the Gentiles which loiow not God’ 
that no man go beyond and defraud his 
brother in any matter : because that the Lord 
as the avenger of all such, as we also have 
forewarned you and testified. ForGodhadi 
not called us unto uncleanness, but unto 
holiness. He therefore that despiseth, de- 
spiseth not man, but God, who hath also 
given unto us his holy Spirit. 

But as touching brotherly love ye need not 
that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to love one another. And 
indeed ye do it toward ail tlie brethren which 
are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, 
brethren, that ye increase more and more; 
and that ye study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we commanded youj that ye may 
walk honestly toward them that are without, 
and that ye may have lack of nothing. 


The Dead in Christ 


with them m the clouds^ to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words. 

Encourage One Another 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write imto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say. Peace and safety^ then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
tev^ upon a woman with child j and tliey 
shaU not escape. But ye, brethren, are not 
m darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
^Sbt, and the children of the day ; we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore 
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 
md be sober. For they that sleep sleep in 
toe mght; and they that be drunken are 

’«'ho are of 

toe day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for an helmet, toe hope 
of salvation. For God hath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together 
With him. Wherefore comfort yourselves 
together, and edify one another, even as also 
ye do. 


out 1 would not have you to be ignorant, 
Metoren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For 
tois we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are ahve and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout,^with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in 


Follow that which is Good 

And we beseech you, brethren, to know 
thern which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their 
work s sake. And be at peace among your- 
selves. Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
them that are unruly, comfort the feeble- 
itmded, support the weak, be patient toward 
all men. See that none render evil for evil 
unto My man; but ever follow that which is 
good, both among yourselves, and to aU men. 
Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In 









every thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
Quench not the Spirit Despise not pro-- 
phesyings. Prove all tilings ^ hold fast that 
which is good. Abstain from all appearance 
of evil. 

And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly^ and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless 


2 THESSALONIAN5 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Faithful is he that calleth you^ who a 
do it. 

Brethren^ pray for us. 

Greet all the brethren with an ho] 

I charge you by the Lord that this 
be read unto all the holy brethren. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Chi 
with you. Amen, 


Christ. 

Isn will 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

FIGHT ON TILL THE GREAT DAY BREAKS 

There were some who read the first Epistle and thought that the Day of the Lord was 
so imminent that^ any further attention to the ordinary work of life was futile. Such 
a misui^rstanding had to be corrected. The time of waiting must not be spent in idle- 
Paul, there are mighty, unseen forces of lawlessness at work in the 
world; and if the restraint that at present keeps them in check should be released, they 
would break forth in greater fury. Again and again this has happened. The events of 
our time are a confirmation of the Apostle’s veiled reading of history. That the Day 
mil co^ when God will vindicate the sovereignty of righteousness and love, no 
Christian heart can doubt. Till then the fight must go on with unremitting vigilance 
and valour i at times, against increasing odds. 


BE WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM 

P AUL, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 
unto the church of the Thessalonians 
in God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We are bound to thank God always for 
you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of 
every one of you all toward each other 
aboundeth; so that we ourselves glory in you 
in the churches of God for your patience and 
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations 
that ye endure : wliich is a manifest token of 
the righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which ye also suffer : seeing it is a right- 


2 Thessalonians 1, i — 3, 

ecus thing with God to recompense tribt 
tion to them that trouble youj and to j 
who are troubled rest with us, when i 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heat 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taki 
vengeance on them that know not God, a 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jes 
Christ : who shall be punished with everla 
ing destruction from the presence of t 
Lord, and from the glory of his pow( 
when he shall come to be glorified in 1 
saints, and to be admired in all them tt 
believe (because our testimony among yi 
was believed) in that day. Wherefore al 
we pray always for you, that our God wou 
count you worthy of this calling, and ful 
all the good pleasure of his goodness, and tl 



2 THESSALONIANS 1, ii 

work of faith with power; that the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
you, and ye in him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition j who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is callpri 
or that is worshippedi so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God, Remember yc not 


and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every good word 
and work. 

Be not Weary in Well Doing 

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course, and 
be glorified, even as it is with you ; and that 
we may be delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men : for ail men have not faith. But 
the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, 
and keep you from evil. And we have con- 
fidence in the Lord touching you, that ye 
both do and will do the things which we 
command you. And the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ. 

j-B r-L 1-11 t * t m ^ 


THE FIRST EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 

EVERY CHURCH MUST BE MADE EFFICIENT 

Make your church efficient^ says the Apostle to Timothy; and in his words there is a 
healthy^ ring that makes us give a thought to our own churches* For we know many 
like this church at Ephesus^ which had become slack in the conduct of its services ^ was 
not well served in its officers^ and whose business affairs were not wholly satisfactory; 
where^ also^ Christian living and Christian thinking were regarded as matters of small 
moment compared with the interest of the latest popular craze. It is well to be reminded 
by the Apostle s ideals that a churchy like every other institution^ indeed more than any 
other ^ ought to he efficient ^ and that it can be made efficient only by deliberate purpose 
and good leaderships by severe training and resolute perseverance. The ideal is stimu-" 
latings and a challenge to our comfortable conception of a church. It needs little 
imagination to see what a difference it would make to Christianity if every church 
adopted it and resolved to organize and order its energies so as to become an efficient 
centre of spiritual activity. 

A SACRED STEWARDSHIP rTlmotkv l. r^ 


P AULj> an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the commandment of God our 
SaviouTj and Lord Jesus Christy 
which is our hope^ unto Timothy^ 
my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, 
and peace> from God our Father and Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

The Church at Ephesus 

As I besought thee to abide still at 
Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that 
thou mightest charge some that they teach 
no other doctrine, neither give heed to fables 
and endless genealogies, which minister 
questions, rather than godly edifying which 
is in faith: so do* Now the end of the com"* 
mandment is charity out of a pure heart, and 
of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned : 
from which some having swerved have 
turned aside unto vain jangling; desiring to 
be teachers of the law; understanding nei- 
ther what they say, nor whereof they affirm. 
But we know that the law is good, if a man 
use it lawfully; knowing this, that the law is 
not made for a righteous man, but for the 


T Timothy % 1-20 

lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
for siimers, for unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, 
for them that defile themselves with man- 
kind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured 
persons, and if there be any other thing that 
is contrary to soimd doctrine; according to 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which 
was committed to my trust. 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful, putting me into the who 

was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious : but I obtained mercy, because 
I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace 
of our Lord was exceeding abundant with 
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus camelf |o the world 
to save, sinners; of whom I ^mhief. . How- 
beit for this cause I obtf \a|Mtnercy, that 


in me first Jesus Christ| Y 
all ' longsuffering, ' for a ti 
which should hereafter b 4 f^ 


lercy, that 
hew forth 
I to them 
jLimtolife 
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IN HIS GRACE GOD REMEMBERS EVERYBODY 

Those who are aged and^past the strenuous tasks of life; those who are too young to 
enter upm thm; the tnfirm in body; and those who are broken in spirit. Even the 
wayward and sinful are not forgotten. Mention is made of all of them in these pages, 

with a nwssage each can claim as his own. • • ^ 

be received with thanks- 
shall depart from giving of them which believe and know the 
truth. For every creature of God is goS, 
doctrmes of devils j speakmg hes in hypo- and nothing to be refused, if it be recdved 

rhSi?o^forhidH-^°>“®““ seared with with Aanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the 
a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and com- word of God and prayer 

mandmg to abstain from meats, which God 


THE EFFICIENT MINISTER ^ , Timothy 4, 6-6, ai 

Ills own soul IS fresh and strong, nourished by the truth, and kept fit by the practice 
Of godliness. His admmstraiion is exercised with tact, with a sense of the true values 

amjhe real issues of life, and in the spirit of brotherliness that belongs to the Household 
of Faith* 


IF thou put the brethren in remembrance 
of these things, thou shalt be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou 


hast attained. But refuse profane and old 
wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather 
unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth 
little: but godliness is profitable unto all 







foolish and hurtful lusts^ which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 

The Efficient Minister 

But thou, O man of God, flee these things ; 
and follow after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many 
witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and before 
Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate wit- 
nessed a good confession; that thou keep 
this commandment without spot, unrebuke- 
able, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: which in his times he shall shew. 


2 TIMOTHY 1 , 8 

who is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords ; who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto; whom no man 
hath seen, nor can see : to whom be honour 
and power everlasting. Amen. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 
laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed 
to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain 
babblings, and oppositions of science falsely 
so called : which some professing have erred 
concerning the faith, Grace be with thee. 
Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 

PASSING ON THE SACRED TORCH OF LIFE 

Paul had held it high^ and carried it far. Now he must pass it on; and with what 
words of warm affection and devotion he does so. As the life of the great campaigner 
draws to its close^ he has one request to make^ one legacy to bequeath— that the Cause 
to which he has given the best of his years should not be allowed to falter because of 
any hardship that has to be encountered^ any suffering that has to be endured. 


THE GREAT TORCH-BEARER 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the will of God, according to the 
promise of life which is in Christ 
Jesus, to Timothy, my dearly be- 
loved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I thank God, whom I serve from my fore- 
fathers with pure conscience, that without 
ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my 
prayers night and day; greatly desiring to 
see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I 
may be :^ied with joy; when I call to remem- 


2 Timothy 1 , i — 2 , 13 
brance tlie unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded 
that in thee also. Wherefore I put thee in 
remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 
God, which is in thee by the putting on of 
my hands. For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor 
of me his prisoner : but be thou partaker of 
the affiictions of the gospel according to the 
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2 TIMOTHY l3 8 

power of God; who hath saved us^and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, wiiich was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, but is now made 
manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Ciurist, who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel : whereunto I am ap- 
pointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a 
teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause 
I also suffer these things : nevertheless I am 
nor ashamed: for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed imto 
him against that day. Hold fast the form of 
sound words, which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
That good thing which was committed unto 
thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth 
in us. 

This thou knowest, that all they which are 
in Asia be turned away from me; of whom 
are Phygelius and Hermogenes. The Lord 
give mercy unto the house of Gnesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed 
of my chain : but, when he was in Rome, he 
sought me out very diligently, and found me. 
The Lord grant unto him ^at he may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how 


many things he ministered unto me at 
Ephesus, thou knowest very well. 

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things 
that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also. 
Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life ; that he may please him who hath chosen 
him to be a solder. And if a man also strive 
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except 
he" strive lawfully. The husbandman that 
laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 
Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee 
understanding iia all things. Remember that 
Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised 
from the dead according to my gospel: 
wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, 
even unto bonds ; but the word of God is not 
bound. Therefore I endure all things for the 
elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the 
salvation wliich is in Christ Jesus with eter- 
nal glory. It is a faitliful saying : For if we be 
dead with him, we shall also live with Mm : 
if we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if 
we deny Mm, he also will deny us : if we be- 
lieve not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot 
deny Mmself. 





HIS SECRET 2 Timothy 2 , 14 — 4 , 22 

But if the letter bears a charge^ it also carries in the tenderness of its affection the 
secret of the torch-bearer'' s courage and devotion. It is the presence of the Lord Himself 
with those who are His heralds. Within their service for a Cause there is a sense of 
the strength and joy of a sacred and eternal friendship with the Lord of Life. Through 
perilous times He will never fail them. 


OF these things put them in remembrance, 
charging them before the Lord that they 
strive not about words to no profit, but to 
the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. But shun profane and 
vain babblings : for they will increase unto 
more ungodliness* And their word will eat 
as doth a canker : of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Fhiletus; who concerning the truth have 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past 
already; and overthrow the faith of some. 
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having tMs seal, The Lord knoweth 
tliem tliat are Ms. And, Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from 


iniquity. But in a great house tliere are not 
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of 
wood and of earth; and some to honour, and 
some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge 
Mmself from these, he shall be a vessel unto 
honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good work. 
Flee also youthful lusts: but follow right- 
eousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart* 
But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strifes. And 
the servant of the Lord must not strive; but 
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekness mstructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of 
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the truth, and that they may recover them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil, who Se 
taken captive by him at his will. 


Perilous Times 

TIus know also, that in the last days peril- 

„f f tnen shall be lovers 

of then own selves, covetous, boasters, proud 
blasphemers, disobedient to narents nn^ 
thanWul, unholy, without namral affection 
ttucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent’ 
fierce, despisers of those that arT goTd 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of plea- 
sures more than lovers of Godj hav W a 
form of godliness, but denying the powr 
thereof; from such turn away. For this 

iMd which creep into houses, and 

lead captive silly women laden with sins led 
•way dlv„a to. „„ 

knowledge of the 
as Jannes and Jambres with- 
mod Moses, so do these alsoresistthetruth: 
th reprobate concerning 

^efmth. But they shall proceed no further: 

r Aeir folly shall be manifest xmto all men,’ 
as theirs dso was. But thou hast fuUy known 
iny domine, maimer of life, purpose, faith 
longsuffering, charity, patience! p4secu- 
ons, ^ctions,_ which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra^ what per- 
secutions I endured: but out of them aU the 
Lord dehveredme. Yea, and all that will 
live godly m Clirist Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution. But evil men and seducers shaU ; 
wax worse ^d worse, deceiving, and being i 
deceived. But continue thou in the things i 

hast been i 

assured of, knowing of whom thou hast t 
learned them; and that from a child thou t 
hast knoTO the holy scriptures, which are c 
abk to make thee wise unto salvation through t 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture v 
5^ inspiration of God, and is profit- k 
able for docmme, for reproof, for correction, e 
r mstri^tion in righteousness : that the 
man of^God may be perfect, throughly n 
furnished unto all good works, * 


2 TIMOTHY 4, 22 
n- the tme will come when they wiU not endure 

Shall they heap to themselves teachers, hav- 
mg Itching ears; and they shall turn away 

turned 
in all things, en- 

make full proof of thy ministry. For I am 
j. now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
at hand. I have fought a good 

!i?T iny course, I have kept 

the faith : henceforth there is laid up for rne 
- righteousness, which the Lord, 

j e righteous judge, shall give me at that 

• all them 

, also that love his appearing, 

[■ 

The Neoer-f ailing Lcyrd 

ft, shortly unto me : 

for Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
tos present world, and is departed unto 
Thes^omca; Crescens to Galatia, Titus 
mto Dalrnatia. Only Luke is with me. Take 
■Mark, and bring him with tliee: for he is 
profitable to me for the ministry. And 
Tyclucus have I sent to Ephesus. The cloke 
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou 
comest, brmg with thee, and the books, but 
especially the parchments. Alexander the 
coppersimth did me much evil : the Lord 

reward him according to his works : of whom 

be thou ware also; for he hath greatly with- 
stood our words. At my first answer no man 
stood With me, but all men forsook me- I 
pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me; that by me 
&e preaching might be fully known, and 
foat all the Gentiles might hear : and I was 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And 
the Tord shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and wiU preserve me unto his heavenly 
kingdom : to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Faithful Service 

I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
qmck and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 


Personal Greetings 

t, ^isca and Aquila, and the house- 

nold of Onesipliorus. Erastus abode at 
Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at 
^letum sick. Do thy diligence to come 
before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and 
1 udensj and Linus, and Claudia, and all the 
brethren. 

The Lord Jesus Christ be witli thy spirit, 
Grace be with you. Amen, 




THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 


UNDER THE BANNER OF GRACE AND TRUTH 

The little island of Crete learns the pattern of a new order of life for the everyday 
people of the world. It includes everybody^ even old people and slaves; for if life is to 
be full of grace and truths everybody ^ in his own sphere^ must make a stand for what 
is right and seemly. 

THINGS TO BE PUT RIGHT Titus 1, i— 3, 15 


P AUL> a servant of God, and an 
apostle of Jesns Christ, according 
to the faith of God’s elect, and the 
acknowledging of the truth which is 
after godliness ; in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began; but hath in due times mani- 
fested his word through preaching, which is 
committed unto me according to the com- 
mandment of God our Saviour; to Titus, 
mine own son after the common faith : Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, 
as I had appointed thee : if any be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, having faithful 
children not accused of riot or unruly. For 
a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to :^thy 
lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of 
good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers. 

For there are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circum- 
cision: whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. One 
of themselves, even a prophet of their own, 
said. The Cretians ate alway liars, evil beasts, 
slow bellies. This wimess is true. Where- 
fore rebuke them sharply, that they may be 


sound in the faith; not giving heed to Jewish 
fables, and commandments of men, that 
turn from the truth. Unto the pure all 
things are pure: but unto them that are de- 
filed and unbelieving is nothing pure; but 
even their mind and conscience is defiled. 
They profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate. 


A Task for Everybody 

But Speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine: that the aged men be sober, 
grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, 
in patience. The aged women likewise, that 
they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
not false accusers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things ; that they may teach 
the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be dis- 
creet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obe- 
dient to their own husbands, that the word 
of God be not blasphemed. Young men 
likewise exhort to be sober minded. In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that cannot 
be condemned; that he that is of the con- 
trary part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you. Exhort servants to be 
obedient xmto their own masters, and to 
please them well in all things; not answering 
again; not purloining, but shewing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn die doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 


appeared to aU men, teaching us that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
hve soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world j looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
md om Saviour Jesus Christj who gave 
Itself for us, that he might redeem us from 
an miquity, and purify unto himself a pecu- 
liar people, 2eal0us of good works. 

These tilings speak, and exhort, aiidrebuke 
wim all authority. Let no man despise thee. 

^ Put them in mind to be subject to prin- 
apalities and powers, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work, to speak evil 
or no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men. For we 
omselves also were sometimes foolish, dis- 
obedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pl^smes, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hatmg one another. But after that the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
m^ appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost j 
which he shed on us abundantly through 


PHILEMON 5 
Jesus Christ our Saviour ^ that being justified 
by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. This 
IS a faithful saying, and these things I wiH 
that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are good 
and profitable unto men. But avoid foolish 
questions, and genealogies, and contentions, 
and strivings about the lawj for they are un- 
profitable and vain. A man that is an here- 
tick after the first and second admonition 
reject^ Imowing that he that is such is sub- 
verted, and sinneth, being condemned of 
himself. 

Viffien I shall send Artemas unto thee, or 
l ychicus, be diligent to come unto me to 
Nicopolis: for I have determined there to 
winter. Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos 
on their journey diligently, that notliing be 
wanting unto them. And let ours also learn 
to maintain good works for necessary uses, 
that they be not unfruitful. 

All that are with me salute thee. Greet 
them that love us in the faith. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 

TO 

PHILEMON 

REMEMBER THE PERSONAL APPLICATION 

W^n Paul sent themnaway slave back to Philemon, it was with an entreaty that the 
injured master should use the occasion for giving the Gospel principle or spirit ofbrother- 
Imda pmonal aMprcwtical application. In view of the custom of the times, it would 

officially determine the issue. Philemon himself 
must ^ke the deaston. In his case, as in so many social problems, the individual 
conscience was called to take action long b^ore the social cJeknce walro^d 

Philemon l-zf 
church in thy house : Grace to you, and peaee> 
from God otir Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I thank my God, making mention of thee 
always in my prayers, hearing of thy love and 


A PERSONAL APPEAL 

P AUL, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and 
Timothy our brother, unto Phile- 
mon our dearly beloved, and fellow- 
labourer, and to our beloved Apphia, 
and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the 


1199 


PHILEMON 5 

faiths which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus^ 
and toward all saints; that the communica- 
tion of thy faith may become efiectual by the 
acknowledging of every good thing which is 
in you in Christ Jesus. For we have great 
joy and consolation in thy love, because the 
bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, 
brother. 

Wherefore, though I might be much bold 
in Christ to enjoin thee tliat which is con- 
venient, yet for love’s sake I rather beseech 
thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and 
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I be- 
seech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds : wloich in time 
past was to thee unprofitable, but now pro- 
fitable to thee and to me : whom I have sent 
again: thou therefore receive him, that is, 
mine own bowels : whom I would have re- 
tained with me, that in thy stead he might 
have ministered unto me in the bonds of the 
gospel: but without thy mind would I do 
nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it 
were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps 


he therefore departed for a season, that thou 
shouldest receive him for ever; not now as a 
servant, but above a servant, a brotlier be- 
loved, specially to me, but how much more 
imto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 
If thou count me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or 
oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; 
I Paul have written it with mine own hand, 
I will repay it: albeit I do not say to tliee 
how thou owest unto me even thine own self 
besides. Yea, brother, let me have joy of 
thee in. the Lord; refresh my bowels in tlie 
Lord. 

Having confidence in tliy obedience I 
wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also 
do more than I say. But withal prepare me 
also a lodging: for I trust tliat through your 
prayers I shall be given unto you. 

There salute thee Epaplixas, my fellow- 
prisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristar- 
chus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen. 


Tm BmSTL&S mm; The Order of M 

Most people know that the Epistles of Paul were not zoritten in the order in which they ore given 
here. They owe their present arrangementy in all prohaUUtyy partly to their lengthy their subject ^ 
and the importance of the places to which they were addressed. Some readersy however y may 
desire to know in what order they were originally writteriy so that they can trace the growth of 
the Apostle* s mindy and follow the development of his doctrine. But in this casCy there is little 
to he gained; because when Paul began to zorite — and his literary activity did not cover more 
than ten years— he was about fifty y at the age when a mards mind has usually maturedy and 
his thought does not undergo much radical change, A careful comparison of his letters does 
exhibity here and thercy a few adjustments that time proved to be necessary y asy for instancey in 
his view of the Lord^s Second Coming; and he was ready to make the changes. But his conception 
of the Gospely his fundamental convictionsy remain the same through all his Epistles, He varies 
the toney hut never the theme; he takes one line of argument mth thejewsy and another zoith the 
GentileSy but it is the one Gospel that he is defending and always seeking to promote. 

The first Epistles were the twomittenymthahTiefmtervalhetweenthmytothe'tm^sPii.omms 
during his second Missionary Journey, 

During his third Missionary Journey he mote the two Epistles to the Corinthians, and 
the Epistles to the mums and the QKLhiiims, The date of Galatians cannot be definitely 
determined. 

While he was a prisoner at Rome (pVy as some thinky at Ephesus y during his three year 
stay there) he mote to the philifpians, colossians, Philemon, and perhaps ephesians. 
There is muck in the Pastoral Epistles to timothy and Tixus which seems to reflect the 
later development of the Church, 




THE EPISTLE 

TO THE 


OUR TRUE AND GLORIOUS RELIGION 

What surprises the modern reader of this Epistle^ and makes him hold on to it^, in spite 
of its many references to Jewish ordinances with which he has little acquaintance^ is the 
astounding assertion that there is a sphere of life where the realities of experience surpass 
all dreams and expectations. He has to enlarge his hopes^ and in the end admit they are 
no longer hopes but strong convictions; the faith by which a man can live. For it is here 
affirmed that the best of the religions that had appeared on the earth before Christ came^ 
and that was prized for all the blessedness it promised and brought to menfwas hut a 
shadow of the truth. The real things the writer declares^ is infinitely more wonderful 
than anything that has ever been described^ that priests and prophets have ever 
pictured or foretold. It is the heavenly sanctuary of the spirit^ made known by Christ* 
He has revealed in all its truth the reality and glory of another realm than that which 
men can see and touch; a sphere in which their spirits may find fullness of lifcy in which 
God lives and reigns ^ and where righteousness and love abound. To this realm He 
has given those who follow Him the right of access^ the privilege of the sons of God. 

THE SUPREME REVELATION Hebrews 1, i— 2, i8 


G ODj who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past 
^ unto the fathers by the prophets^ 
hath in these last days spoken 
us by his Son> whom he hath appointed heir 
of ail things^ by whom also he made the 
worlds; who being the brightness of his 
glory^ and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by liimself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high; being made so much better 
than die angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they* 
For unto which of the angels said he at any 
time. 

Thou art my Son, 

This day have I begotten thee? 
and again, 

I will be to him a Father, 

And he shall be to me a Son? 

And again, when he bringeth in the first- 
into the world, he saith, And let all 


the angels of God worship him. And of the 
angels he saith, 

Who maketh his angels spirits. 

And his ministers a flame of fire. 

But imto the Son he saith, 

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; 

A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom. 

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; 

Therefore God, even thy God, 
anointed thee 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows 
And, 

Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast 
the foundation of the earth; 

And the heavens are the works 
hands: 

They shall perish; but thou remi 

And they all shall wax old as doth a 
ment; 

And as a vesture 



rr/fc . growing GREATNESS OF THE WORLD CANNOT 

Whatever ^ogress civilization makes, hmiever vast atuipowerftd become ihe 

He „ fa, to toto^fa. My spirLTZeTL 

But thfiii avf th/»- cirt-hi^A 


But thou art the same. 

And thy years shall not fail. 

But to which of the angels said he at any 
tune. 

Sit on my right hand. 

Until I make time enemies thy footstool? 
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 


to mini^mr fo7S who S Jf^to 'ts by them that heard him^ God also 

salvation? shaU be heirs of bearmg them witness, both with signs and 

ttrrvn riAy*o • t - 


^ — — * v,**w*** vYiAv uc jucirs or 
salvation? 

Therefore we ought to give the more 
Mrnest heed to the things which we have 
Heard, lest at any time we should let them 


slip. For if the word spoken by angels was 
stedfast, and every transgression and dis- 
obedience received a just recompence of 
reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God also 


wonders^ and with divers miracles^, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

For unto the angels hath he not put in sub- 
jection the world to come, whereof we speak. 




LESSEN THE GLORY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

powers:^ if he could but find it; the world which it is the glory of Christianity to make 
known ard lead him into. It is the Kingdom of the sod^ of God^ and of the eternal 
realities that time cannot destroy nor put out of date. 

But one in a certain place testified^ saying, him, he left nothing that is not put under 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him ? him. But now we see not yet all things put 
Or the son of man, that thou yisitest him? under him. But we see Jesus, who was made 
Thou madest him a little lower than the a little lower than the angels for the suffering 
angels of death, crowned with glory and honour; 
Thou crownedst him with glory and that he by the grace of God should taste 
honour, death for every man. For it became him. 

And didst set Mm over the works of thy for whom are all tMngs, md by whom are all 
hands: things, in bringing many sons unto glory, t^ 

Thou hast put all things in subjection make the captain of their salvation perfect 
tmder Ms feet, through sufferings. For both he that sancti- 

For in that he put all in subjection tmder fieth and they who are sanctified are all of 




HEBREWS 2> II 

one ; for which cause he is not ashamed to power of deaths that is, the devil j and deliver 


call them brethren, saying, 


them who through fear of death were all 


I will declare thy name unto my brethren, their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily 
In the midst of the church will I sing he took not on him the nature of angels ^ but 


praise unto thee. 


he took on him the seed of Abraham. 


And again, I will put my trust in him. And Wherefore in all things it behoved him to 
again, Behold I and the children which God be made like unto his brethren, that he 


hath given me. 


might be a merciful and faithful liigh priest 


Forasmuch then as the cliildren are par- in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself ciliation for the sins of the people. For in 
likewise took part of the same; that through that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
death he might destroy him that had the he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY 

THE SOVEREIGN SUPREMACY OF CHRIST 

HEBREWS CHAPTERS 3, i— 7, 28 

We should give serious attention to the Christian religion, says the writer of this 
Epistle, because, in the first place, it comes to ns with no less authority than that of the 
San of God. Christ does not speak like a messenger that has to declare his authority 
he can be heard. He is His own authority. He is not a servant like the amels. 



■ill 


iilll 


In the day of temptation in the wilderness : 
When your fathers tempted me, proved 
me^ 

And saw my works forty years. 

^tion I was grieved with that genera- 

And said. They do alway err in their 
ncErt ^ 

^d they have not known my ways, 
oo I sware in my wrath. 

They shall not enter into my rest.) 

1 ake heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil he^ of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. But exhort one another 
IS called To dayi lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sm. For we are made partalters of Christ, 

If we hold the beginning of our confidence 
stedfast xmto the end^ while it is said. 

To day if ye will hear his voice. 

Harden not your hearts, as in the provoca- 
tion. vv a 

For some, when they had heard, did pro- 
voke: howbeit not aU that came out of E^pt 
by Moses. But with whom was he grieved 
torty years? was it not with them that had 
sinned, whose carcases feU in the wilderness ? 
And to whom sware he that diey should not 
enter mto his rest, but to them that believed 
not? So we see that they could not enter in 
because of unbelief. 

Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being ; 

left us of entering into his rest, any of you , 
should seem to come short of it. For unto i 
us was the gospel preached, as well as unto i 
them : but the word preached did not profit c 
aem, not being mixed with faith in them t 
that heard it. For we which have believed 1 

do enter into rest, as he said, ( 

As I have sworn in my wrath, i- 

If they shall enter into my rest: 1 - 

although the works were finished from the 
foundation of the world. For he spake in a 
certain place of the seventh day on this wise, A 
God did rest the seventh day from all 
his works. And in this place again. 

If they shall enter into my rest. 

Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must oi 
enter herein, and they to whom it was first st 
preached entered not in because of unbelief; al 
^ain, limiteth a certain day, saying in in 

JDavid, To day, after so long a timei as it is lei 
said, 

■ ■ ■ 'SU 

To day if ye will hear his voice, th 

Harden not your hearts. th 

For if Jesus had given them rest, then would afi 


rutiUKJiWS 5, Id 
h^not afterward have spoken of another day. 
There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God. For he that is entered into 
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from his. Let us labour 
Aerefore to enter mto that rest, lest any man 
laii arter the same example of unbelief. For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
siunt, and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in his sight: but all things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. 

Seeing then that we have a great high 
priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
&e Son ^ God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession. For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our mfirmities j but was in all points tempted 
likeasweare,yetwitlioutsin. Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
ttat we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
bclp in time of need. 


Like unto Melchisedec 

^ For every high priest taken from among 
men is ordamed for men in things pertaining 
to God, Aat he may offer both gifts and 
sacrifices for sins : who can have compassion 
on the Ignorant, and on them that are out of 
the way i for that he himself also is compassed 
with mfirmity. And by reason hereof he 
ouglu, as_for &e people, so also for himself, 
to offer for sms. And no man taketh this 
honour unto himself, but he that is caUed of 
God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified 
not himself to be made an high priest; but 
he that said unto him. 

Thou art my Son, 

^ To day have I begotten thee. 

As he saith also in another place. 

Thou art a priest for ever 
After the order of Melchisedec. 

Who m the days of his flesh, when he had 
offered up prayers and supplications with 
sttong crymg and tears unto him that was 
able to save him from death, and was heard 
m that he feared; though he were a Son, yet 
le^ed he obedience by the things which he 
s^ered; and being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation imto all rh^m 
tto obey him; caUed of God an high priest 

after the order of Melchisedec* 


HEBREWS 5 , ii 


A Call to a Deeper Knowledge 

Of whom we have many things to say^, and 
hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of 
hearing. For when for the time ye ought to 
be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the 
oracles of Godi and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of strong meat. For 
every one that usetli milk is unskilful in the 
word of righteousness : for he is a babe. But 
strong meat belongeth to them tliat are of 
full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern botli 
good and evil. 

Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfec- 
tion; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, 
and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection 
of the dead, and of eternal iudement And 


imDossinJe 



God, and 


themselves the Son of ( 
him to an open shame, 
drinketh in the rain that 
and bringeth forth herb 


iteous to forget yot 


every one of you do shew the same diJ 
to the full assurance of hone unto tfi 
that ye be not slothful, but followers o 
who through faith and patience inhe; 

For when God made promise to Abr 

sware by himself, saying, Surely blesi 
; tnce, ana multiplying 1 will i 

ply thee. And so, after he had natient 
aured, he obtained the nromise. Tfm 


verily swear by the greater: and an oath for 
confirtnation is to them an end of all strife, 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 
shew unto the heirs of promise the immut- 
ability of his counsel^ confirmed it by an 
oath : that by two immutable things, in which 
It was impossible for God to lie, we might 
have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us : which hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil^ whither 
the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, 
made an high priest for ever after the order 
of Melchisedec. 


Abraham and Melchisedec 


For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest 
of the ^ most high God, who met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings. 
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EVERY TEMPLE IS A SYMBOL OF THE SOULES DESIRE 

And should b$ a gate of heaven to the true and living Gody the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But there are thousands of temples in the earth into which the light of 
this knowledge has not yet come. 


these things are spoken pertaineth to another 
tribe^, of which no man gave attendance at 
the altar. For it is evident that our Lord 
sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses 
spake nothing concerning priesthood. And 
it is yet far more evident : for that after the 
similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth an- 
other priest^ who is made, not after the law 
of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endless life. For he testifieth, 
Thou art a priest for ever 
After the order of Melchisedec. 

For there is verily a disannulling of the com- 
mandment going before for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof. For the law made 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh 
imto God* And inasmuch as not without an 
oath he was made priest : (For those priests 
were made without an oath; but this with an 
oath by him that said unto him. 

The Lord sware and will not repent. 


Thou art a priest for ever 

After the order of Melchisedec:) 

By so much was Jesus made a surety of a 
belter testament. And they truly were many 
priests, because they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: but this man, 
because he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. 

For such an high priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens 
who heedeth not daily, as those 
to offer up sacrifice, first for 
and then for the people^s; for this he 
once, when he offered up himself. For 
law maketh men high priests which have 
infirmity; but the word of the oath, which 
was since the law, maketh the Son, who 
consecrated for evermore. 




INFINITE P G W E R 

THE SURPASSING SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST 

HEBREWS CHAPTERS S, i~13, 25 

Our problem here is to get behind the shadows of the symbols that the writer uses^ to 
the substance of the realities present in his mind. He speaks of the Tabernacle and its 
worship as partial:^ passing images^ symbols and shadows of something in reality which 
resembles but surpasses thetn. Surely he is thinking of the realm of the spirit; speaking 
of it at times as though it were the world within^ and then as though it were the world 
above ^ the spiritual and heavenly worlds which can never pass away; the most real and 
exalted plane of existence. His originality lies in giving a new name^ that of the 
Heavenly Sanctuary:^ to what in the gospels is called the Kingdom of Heaven. It is a most 
valuable contribution to our thought^ for it adds to our knowledge of Christ as King^ 
our knowledge of Him as High Priest; and provides our minds with a background 
that enables us to appreciate this aspect of His mission. And this able writer does so in 
a way that does not in the least affect the earlier revelation of Chrisfs kingship. 
For he chooses to illuminate his thought by likening Chrisfs priesthood to that of 
Melchisedec^ who was both king and priest. The point he seeks to bring out is that 
of Chrisfs sympathy^ of His complete unity with^ and His intimate ministry to and on 
behalf of His people^ without lessening the sense of His supreme sovereignty over them. 
But what amazing power is thus ascribed to Christy when to His name of King is added 
that of High Priest; to the might and majesty of His throne^ that of the ministry of the 
altar; and these^ be it noted^ in the realm of the spirit; that is over all the hearts of men^ 
and in that world which lies beyond the reach of death. No wonder^ then^ the writer felt 
he could proclaim this as the true religion:^ to whichy among religions^ that of Israel 
had always pointed. Nowy it and they have been surpassed. 


THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY 

“"OW of the things which we have 
spoken this is the siim: We have 
such an high priest^ who is set 
on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens; a minister of the 
sanctuary^j and of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man. For every 
high priest is ordained to oifer gifts and sacri- 
fices; wherefore it is of necessity that tliis 
man have somewhat also to offer. For if he 
were on earth, he should not be a priest, 
seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 
according to the law: who serve unto the 
example and shadow of heavenly things, as 
Moses was admonished of God when he was 
about to make the tabernacle: for. See, saith 
he, that thou make all things according to the 
pattern shewed to thee in the moimt. But 
now hath he obtained a more excellent 
ministry, by how much also he is the media- 
tor of a better covenant, which was estab- 
lished upon better promises. For if tliat first 
covenant had been faultless, then should no 
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place have been sought for the second. For 
finding fault with them, he saith. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
When I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah: 

Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers 

In the day when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
Because they continued not in my covenant. 
And I regarded tliem not, saith the Lord. 
For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel 
After those days, saith the Lord; 

I will put my laws into their mind. 

And write them in their hearts : 

And I will be to them a God, 

And they shall be to me a people: 

And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour. 

And every man his brother, saying. Know 
the Lord : 
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For all shall know me. 

From the least to the greatest. 

For I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness. 

And their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more. 

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

Then verily the first covenant had also 
ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 
sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; 
the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the 
table, and the shewbread; wliich is called 
the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the 
tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 
which had the golden censer, and the ark of 
the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables 
of the covenant; and over it the cherubims 
of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which 
we cannot now speak particularly. 


And for this cause he is the mediator of 
the new testament, that by means of death, 
for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament 
is, there must also of necessity be the death 
of the testator. For a testament is of force 
after men are dead: otiierwise it is of no 
strength at all while the testator liveth. 
Whereupon neither the first testament was 
dedicated without blood. For when Moses 
had spoken every precept to all the people 
according to the law, he took tlie blood of 
calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet 
wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book, and all the people, saying. This is the 
blood of the testament which God hath 
enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled 
with blood both tlie tabernacle, and all the 
vessels of the ministry. And almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood ; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission. 


The Offering of Christ 

Now when these things were thus or- 
dained, the priests went always into the first 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. 
But into the second went the high priest 
alone once every year, not without blood, 
wiiich he offered for himself, and for the 
errors of the people: the Holy Ghost this 
signifying, that the way into the holiest of 
ail was not yet made manifest, while as the 
first tabernacle was yet standing: which was 
a figure for the time then present, in which 
were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that 
coifid not make him that did the service per- 
fect, as pertaining to the conscience; which 
stood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on 
them until the time of reformation. 

But Christ being come an high priest of 
good tilings to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this building; neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit ofiered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 


Our High Priest 

It was therefore necessary that the pat- 
terns of things in the heavens should be 
purified with these; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
For Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to ap- 
pear in the presence of God for us : nor yet 
that he should offer himself often, as the high 
priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; for then must he often 
have suffered since the foundation of the 
world : but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment; so Christ was once ofiered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation. 

For the law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of 
the things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect. For 
then would they not have ceased to be 
ofiered? because that the worshippers 
purged should have had no more conscience 
of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of sins every year 
For it is not possible that the blood 
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bulls and of goats should take away sins. 
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, 
he saith. 

Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not. 

But a body hast thou prepared me: 

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. 

Then said I, Lo, I come 

(In the volmne of the book it is written 
of me,) 

To do thy will, O God. 

Above when he said. Sacrifice and offering 
and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure thereinj 
which are offered by the lawj tlien said he, 
Lo, I come to do thy wiU, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 


And every priest standeth daily minister- 
ing and offering oftentimes the same sacri- 
fices, which can never take away sins: but 
this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hanrl 
of Godj from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
^e sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also 
is a witness to us: for after that he had said 
before. 

This is the covenant that I will m a k p with 
them 

After those days, saith the Lord, 

I will put my laws into their hearts. 

And in their minds will I write them; 

And their sins and iniquities will I re- 
member no more. 

Now where remission of these is, there is no 
more oifering for sin. 






MEN^OF FAITH 10, xp-lS. .5 

It hardly seem possible that people who possess such a glorious religion should need to 
be exited to avail themselves of its privileges, and to holdfast its promises against the 
deceits and hardships of the world. Yet it is so. How rarely do we seek, and alas ' 
lightly do we value the free access that has been secured for us into the presence of 
ijod. And again, how rarely do we bear on our course with ‘Such a gale of faith as fills 
t^ sails of tJw soul . Perhaps it is because we have not dared to give the promises a 
personal application, or, unlike the men mentioned here, individually proved them to he 
true. It IS only thus that faith grows strong. The heroes of faith, like ourselves in 
cimacter, temperament, and imperfections, found the vigour of their faiih increased as 
ventured upoi^it in the difficulties that they had to meet. They acted upon the 
TS <^so who have been given, in Christ, 


HAVING 


Ilii 


WliliiaiiafiiiliSi* 

' " ' '' ' 



Illillililif 

f as® S :;2A^ ' 


iillliRillBi' 


m w^ch, after ye were iUuminated, ye en- 
dured a great fight of afilictions/ par?W 
whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by 
reproaches and afihctions; and partly, whiS? 

S' ^ ^ ^ compassion of me in my 
bonds, and took joyfuUy the spoiling of yZ 
goods, knowmg m yourselves that ye Lve 
m heaven a better and an enduring substarS 
SShSr"^ your confident. 

For ye have need of patience^ that, after ve 

receive 

For yet a little while, 

And he that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry. 

Now; the just shaU live by faith; 

But if any man draw back, my soul shall 
have no pleasure in him. 

But we are not of them who draw back unto 
perdittonj but of them that believe to Se 
saving of the soul. ° 


Saints and Heroes 

_ Nw fai* is the substance of things hoped 
of things not seen. For by 
obtamed a good report. Through 
faith we understand that the worlds were 

wmch are seen were not made of things 
which do appear. ^ 

By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtoed witness that he was righteous, God 

testifymgofhis gifts .-and by it he being dead 

Enoch was translated 
Aat he should not see deathj and was not 
found, because God had translated him: for 
before his translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God. But without faith it is 
im^ssible to please him : for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is_ a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him. ^ By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
ppareff ark to the saving of his house: 
by the which he condemned the world, and 
becrae heir of the righteousness which is by 
faitli. By faith Abraham, when he was called 

to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed j and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By i 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as i 
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles ( 


en- with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
hv ^i!- Pronuse : for he looked for a city 
ilst foundations, whose builder an^ 

so 'Tbrough faith also Sara her- 

mv received strength to conceive seed, and 

Z IT 1 u ^ past 

w age, because she judged him faithful who 

I Therefore sprang there even 

y ‘be stars of the sky in multitude, and as the 

ye innumerable, 

ye These aU died m faith, not having re- 

SrnfF f having seen fhem 

arar offj and were persuaded of them, and 

iU confessed that they 

lU were strangers and pilgrims on the earth 

tfcS Plainly 

II 5 ^®*^ a country. And truly, if they 

bad been mmdful of that coun^r from 

0 onn “bght have had 

0 JPortumty to have returned. But now they 

Sier^fn that is, an heavenly! 

Sh CoH f ® u°^ ashamed to be caUed 

mar God. for he hath prepared for them a 

1 -^hraham, when he was tried, 

^ tbon*^ bte that had received 

1 .°^®ted up his only begotten 

‘ rw u That in Isaac shall 

Ay seed be caUed : accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead; 
from whence also he received him in a figure. 

By fmA Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau ron- 
cermng Amgs to come. By faiA Jacob, 
when he^was a dying, blessed boA Ae sons 
of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon Ae 

Aed°L^dA® when he 

Mdren of Israel; and gave commandment 
concermng As bones. By faiA Moses, when 
he was born, was Ad tAee months of his 
because Aey saw he was a proper 
cniid^ and they were not afraid of the kind’s 
commandment. By faith Moses, when he 

be called the 

son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing raAer 
to suffer affiction wiA Ae people of God, 

Aan to enjoy Ae pleasures of sm for a 
season; esteeming Ae reproach of CAist 
greaterpiches Aan Ae treasures m Egypt; 
tor he had respect unto Ae recompence of 
Ae rew^d. By faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing Ae wrath of Ae king: for he endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible. TAough 
faiA he kept the passover, and Ae sprinklmg 
of blood, lest he Aat destroyed Ae Astborn 
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should touch them. By faith they passed 
through the Red sea as by dry land ; which 
the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after 
they were compassed about seven days. By 
faith the harlot Rahab perished not with 
them that believed not, when she had re- 
ceived the spies witli peace. 

And what shall I more say? for the time 
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of 
Bars*, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of 
David also, and Samuelj and of the pro- 
phets : who through faitli subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of lire, escaped the edge of the 
sv/ord, out- of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. Women received their 
dead raised to life again: and others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance j that they 
might obtainabetter resurrection: and others 
had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, 
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment : 
they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goat- 
skins j being destitute, afflicted, tormented j 
(of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth. And these 
all, having obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise: God having 
provided some better thing for us, that they 
without us should not be made perfect. 

A Cloud of Witnesses 

seeing we slso are comniaGci/ari 


Nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth" 
And scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceived!. 

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sonsi for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not? But if ye be with- 
out chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons. Further- 
more we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection 
unto the Father of spirits, and live ? For they 
TCrily for a few days chastened us after 
their own pleasurei but he for our profit, 
fflat we might be partakers of his holiness. 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yielded! the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised 
mereby. Wherefore lift up die hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees; and make 
strmght paths for your feet, lest that which 
IS lame be turned out of the way; but let it 
rather be healed. Follow peace with all men, 
and holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord : looking diligentiy lest any man 
ml of the grace of God; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled; lest there be any 
formcator, or profane person, as Esau, who 
tor one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 
For ye know how that afterward, when he 
would have inherited the blessing, he was 

rejected : for he found no place of repentance, 

though he sought it carefully with tears. 

For ye are not come unto the mount that 
might be touched^) and that burned with fire 
nor unto blackness anH HnrimAc a ^ 
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in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christj to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

And I beseech you, brethren, sitffer tlie 
word of exhortation: for I have written a 
letter unto you in few words. Know ye that 


our broker Timothy is set at libertyj with 
whom, if he come shortly, I will see you. 

Salute all them that have the rule over 
you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute 
you. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


THE GENERAL EPISTLE 

OF 

M 


BE DOERS OF THE WORD NOT HEARERS ONJ 




I 


it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not 
err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. Of his own will begat he us with 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Befriend the Afflicted 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath : for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart 
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted 
word, which is able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. For if any 
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he 
is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was. But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed. If any man among 
you seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man’s religion is vain. Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father is this. 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself imspotted 
from the world. 

Love ymir Neighbour 

My brethren, have not the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons. For if there come unto 
your assembly a man with a gold ring, in 
goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment; and ye have respect to 
him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 
unto him. Sit thou here in a good place; and 
say to the poor. Stand thou there, or sit here 
under my footstool: are ye not then partial 
in yoitrselves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts? Hearken, my beloved brethren. 
Hath not God chosen the poor of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
he hath promised to them that love him? 
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich 
men oppress you, and draw you before the 
judgment seats? Do not they blaspheme that 
wortliy name by the which ye are called? If 



ye fulfil the royal law according to the scrip- 
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, ye do well: but if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced 
of the law as transgressors. For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all. For he that 
said. Do not commit adultery, said also. Do 
not kill Now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a trans- 
gressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, 
as they that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty. For he shall have judgment without 
mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and 
mercy rejoiceth against judgment 

Feed the Hungry 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though 
a man say he hath faith, and have not works ? 
can faith save him? If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be 
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful 
to the body; what doth it profit? Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. Yea, a man may say. Thou hast faith, 
and I have works : shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by 
my works. Thou beHevest that there is one 
God; thou doest well : the devils also believe, 
and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead? Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works, 
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made perfect? 
And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the 
harlot justified by works, when she had re- 
ceived the messengers, and had sent them out 
another way? For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also. 

Offend not in Word 

My brethren, be not many masters, know- 
ing that we shall receive the greater con- 
demnation. For in many things we offend 
all. If any man offend not in word, the same 
is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body. Behold, we put bits in the 
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horses’ mouths^ that they may obey us; and 
we turn about their whole body. Behold also 
the ships^ which though tliey be so greats and 
aire driven of fierce winds, yet are they 
turned about with a very small helm, whither- 
soever the governor iisteth. Even so the 
tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little 
fire kindlethi And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity iso is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; and 
it is set on fire of hell. For every kind of 
beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been 
tamed of mankind: but the tongue can no 
man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison. Therewith bless we God, even the 
Father; and therewith curse we men, which 
are made after the similitude of God. Out 
of the same mouth proceedetla blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things ought 
not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at 
the same place sweet water and bitter? Can 
the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both 
yield salt water and fresh. 

Without Hypocrisy 

Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? let him shew out of 
a good conversation his works with meek- 
ness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envy- 
ing and strife in your hearts, glory not, and 
lie not against the truth. This wisdom 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. For where envying and 
strife is, there is confusion and every evil 
work. But the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 
peace of them that make peace. 

With Humility 

From whence come wars and fightings 
you? come they not hence, even of 
your lusts that war in your members? Ye 
lust, and have not : ye kill, and desire to 
and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask not Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
may consume it upon your lusts. Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not 
the friendship of the world is enmity 


with God? whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God. Do 
ye tbink that the scripture saith in vain, The 
spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he 
saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will fiee from you. Draw nigh to God, and 
he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, 
ye double minded. Be affiicted, and mourn, 
and weep: let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 
Humble yourselves in rlie sight of the Lord, 
and he shall lift you up. 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. 
He that speaketh evil of bis brother, and 
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, 
and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the 
law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a 
judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able 
to save and to destroy: who art thou that 
judgest another? 

And Patience 

Go to now, ye that say, To day or to 
morrow we will go into such a city, and con- 
tinue there a year, and buy and sell, and get 
gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your life ? It is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to 
say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do 
this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your 
boastings : all such rejoicing is evil. There- 
fore to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your miseries that shall come upon you. 
Your riches are corrupted, and your gar- 
ments are raotheaten. Your gold and silver 
is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a 
witness against you, and shall eat your fiesh 
as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days. Behold, the hire 
of the labourers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord 
of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished 
your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have 
condemned and killed the just; and he doth 
not resist you. 

Be patient therefore, bretliren, unto the 
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PUT YOUR HOPE IN GOD’S PROMISES 

We would not turn aside from the sorrowing company by which this angel stands; exiles 
and sojourners^ suffering the bitter affliction of persecution. We would prefer ^ with 
sympathy:, to share their grief. Perchance:, we might be privileged to take the lamp of 
hope:, which is in this angeVs hand:, and hold it high in the darkness^ while he^ to break 
the strain:, tunes the hearts and lips of the downcast company to sing the song of hope 
and of the promises that never fail. 


OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 

P ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, tlirough 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of JesusUMst : 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and tindefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salyation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 


coming of the Lord. Behold, the husband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 
patient; stablish your hearts : for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one 
against another, brethren, lest ye be con- 
denmed: behold, the judge standeth before 
the door. Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, 
for an example of suffering afiiiction, and of 
patience. Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; 
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy. 

True Sympathy 

But above all things, my bretliren, swear 
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath: but let your yea 
be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into 
condemnation. 
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Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 
Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any 
sick among you? let him call for the elders 
of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if 
he have committed sins, they shall be for- 
given him. Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another^ that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. EHas was a 
man subject to like passions as we are, and 
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain : 
and it rained not on the earth by the space 
of three years and six months. And he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit. 

Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; let him know, 
that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 
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now for a seasonj if need be, ye are in hea^d- 
ness through manifold temptations ; that the 
trial of your faith, being much more preaous 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ : whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory: receiving the end of yom 
faith, even the salvation of your souls. Or 
which salvation the prophets have inquned 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you : search- 
ing what, or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did sigimy, 
when it testified beforehand the suffermgs 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not imto 
themselves, but unto us they did mimster 
the things, which are now reported unto you 
by that have preached the gospel unto 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to 

look into. , . • j 

Wherefore gird up the loms of your mma, 
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 
that IS to be brought unto you at the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, 
not fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorance: but as he 

which hath called you is holy^ so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation; because it is 
written^ Be yc holy; for I am holy. And if 
ye caU on the Father, who without respect 
of persons judgeth according to cytny man’s 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear: forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as. 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot : who 
verily was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you, who by him do believe in God, 
that raised him up from the dead, and gave 
him glory; that your faith and hope might 
be in God. Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the Spmt 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see 
that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently: being bom again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for 


For 

All flesh is as grass. 

And all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. 

The grass withereth, and the flower there- 
of falleth away: 

But the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. 

And this is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you. 

Wherefore laying aside all mahce, and all 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto 
a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, 
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore also it is contained in the scrip- 
ture. 

Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 

elect, precious; 

And he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded. 

Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precious: but unto them which be dis- 
obedient, 1 , j 

The stone which the builders disallowed. 
The same is made the head of the comer, 
and 

A stone of stumbling} and a rock of offence, 
even to them which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient : whereunto also they were 
appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: which in 
time past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God : which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

Our Way of Life 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; having your con- 
versation honest among the Gentiles : that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which they 
shaU behold, glorify God in the day of visita- 
tion. ,. 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance ot 











TILL EUROPE KNOWS ANOTHER SPRINGTIDE OF FAITH 
These wayside memories of the Cross^ which one sees on many Continental roads^ will 
never let the hearts of men forget the faith and hope of their fathers. 


man for the Lord’s sake : whether it be to the 
kinga as supreme; or unto govemorsa as unto 
them that are sent by him for the punish- 
ment of evildoers^ and for the praise of them 
that do well For so is the will of God^ that 
with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men : as free^ and not 
using your liberty for a cloke of malicious- 
nessj but as the servants of God. Honour all 
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the king. 

Servants^ be subject to your masters with 
ail fear; not only to the good and gentle^ but 
also to the froward. For this is thankworthy, 
if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. For even here- 
unto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example^ that 
ye should follow his steps : who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth: who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when 


he suffered, he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously : who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness : by 
whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were 
as sheep going astray ; but are now returned 
imto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the word be 
won by the conversation of the wives; while 
they behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear. >?C^ose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price. For after 
this manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned them- 
selves, being in subjection unto their own 
husbands : even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord : whose daughters ye are, as 
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long as ye do wellj and are not afraid with 

gnv aniazeniciita . 

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour imto 
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life; that 
YOur prayers be not hindered. 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evd for 
evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise 
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto 
called, that ye should inherit a blessmg. For 
He that will love life. 

And see good days, 

Let him refrain his tongue from evil. 
And his lips that they speak no guUe : 

Let him eschew evil, and do good; 


for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with the same mind : for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in the 
flpsh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 

God. For the time past of our life may suffice 

us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, ex- 
cess of wine, revellings, banquetings, ^d 
abominable idolatries : wherein they think it 
strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot, spealmg evil of you : who 
shall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. For for Ms 
cause was the gospel preached also to mem 
that are dead, that they might be judged 
accordingto men intheflesh,but Uve accord- 
ing to God ixi the spirit. , 

But the end of all things is at hand : be ye 


Wherefore let them that sutfer according to 
the will of God commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator. 

The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who. am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed: feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither as being lords over God’s 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, 
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit your- 
selves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be sub- 
ject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the hxomble. Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time: 
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casting all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour: whom 
resist stedfast in the faith, Imowing that the 
same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. But the God 
of all grace, who hath called us tmto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have stiffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, 
as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhort- 
ing, and testifying that this is the true grace 
of God wherein ye stand. The church that 
is at Babylon, elected together with you, 
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. 
Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. 

Peace be with you all that are in Christ 
Jesus. Amen, 
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ADD TO YOUR FAITH THESE NOBLE GRACES 

After the angel of Comfort comes the angel of Culture^ with his twofold message of 
warning and appeal i of the errors and evils to be avoided^ and the additions to he made 
to the worshipper^s character and spirit if he is to he made perfect and complete^, wanting 
nothing, Addy says this angel votccy to your fatthy do not change but enrtch ity by 
growing in grace and knowledge. 


OUR HIGH CALLING 

S IMON Peter, a servant and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, to them that have ob- 
tained like precious faith with us 
through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ : Grace knd peace be 
multiplied unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as 
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his divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue: whereby^ are 
given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises : that by these ye might be par- 
takers of the divine nature, having escaped 
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the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. And beside this^ giving all diligencca 
add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue know- 
ledge; and to knowledge temperance ; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience godli- 
ness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity. For if 
these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar oif, and hath for- 
gotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili- 
gence to make your calUng and election sure : 
for if ye do these tilings, ye shall never fall : 
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Things to Remember 

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established in 
the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as 
long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up 
by putting you in remembrance ; knowing 
that shortly I must put off this my taber- 
nacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that 
ye may be able after my decease to have 
these things always in remembrance. For we 
have not followed cunningly -devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 
received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory. This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereimto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, imtil 
the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts : knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of the scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion. For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Things to Avoid 

But there were false prophets also among 
the people, even as there shall be false 


teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And 
through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time Hngereth not, 
and their damnation slumbereth not. For if 
God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment; and spared not the old world, but 
saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon 
the world of the ungodly; and turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making 
them an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly; and delivered just Lot, 
vexed with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked: (for that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds;) the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished : but chiefly them that walk 
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and 
despise government. Presumptuous are they, 
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil 
of dignities. Whereas angels, which are 
greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. 
But these, as natural brute beasts, made to 
be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall 
utterly perish in their own corruption; and 
shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, 
as they that count it pleasure to riot in the 
day time. Spots they are and blemishes, 
sporting themselves with their own deceiv- 
ings while they feast with you; having eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot cease from 
sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they 
have exercised with covetous practices; 
cursed children: which have forsaken the 
right way, and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved 
the wages of unrighteousness; but was re- 
buked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speak- 
ing with man^s voice forbad tiie madness of 
the prophet. These are wells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a tempest; to 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for 



ever. For when they speak great swelling 
words of vanltya they allure through the lusts 
of the flesh, through much wantonness, those 
that were clean escaped from them who live 
in error. While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corrup- 
tion : for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought in bondage. For if after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en- 
tangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 
is worse with them than the beginning. For 
it had been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto them. But it is 
happened unto them according to the true 
proverb. The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire. 

Things to Consider 

This second epistle, beloved, I now write 
unto you; in both which I stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance : that ye may 
be mindful of the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour: knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation. 
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water and 
in the water; whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished: 
but the heavens and the earth, which are now, 
by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
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unto fixe against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men. 

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one 
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness i but 
is longsufferiag to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness, looking for and hast- 
ing unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless. And account that the jongsuffer- 
ing of our Lord is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto him hath written unto 
you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as 
they do also the other scriptures, unto their 
own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, see- 
ing ye know these things before, beware lest 
ye also, being led away with the error of 
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
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WALK DSr THE LIGHT OF HIS FELLOWSHIP 

What voice is this we hear in these pages speaking with such confidence and certainty , 
which keeps on saying ^hereby we hnow’i with the meaning: This is real, of this we are 
sure? It is the voice of personal experience; and there is no stronger witness to 
reality and truth. Let us, then, listen to it. It is answering some intellectuals who have 
been claiming to possess a higher doctrine than that of the traditional Gospel. The 
Christian religion, it says, is not a matter of abstract speculation, but an experience of 
fellowship, of walking and working with God, of communing with Him, not simply 
contemplating Him. And this experience is not a sentimental mood, nor a mystery into 
which people are initiated by certain rites; it is the knowledge and love that arise from 
acquaintance and (association with a person, from a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. It is an experience that cannot be mistaken; as different as light is from dark- 
ness, or life from death. It purifies and perfects the soul; for sin cannot emt in its 
presence, yet love and righteousness abound and flourish there. And, as a last mark of its 
truth, let this be noted: the commandments of God are not grievous to those who enjoy this 
fellowship. These, says the voice of Christian experience, are my arguments for the 
truth of my Faith. They are the tests I shall apply to any religion that claims to be a 
rival to it. For they are more than arguments; they are abiding realities that satisfy my 
deepest needs. 


T 


’***|HAT which was from the begin- 
ning^ which we have heard^ which 
we have seen with our eyes^ which 
we have looked upon^ and our hands 
have handled^ of the Word of lifei (for the 
life was manifested^ and we have seen it, and 
bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us^) that which we have 
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us : and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. And these things 
write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

Light and Darkness 
This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
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is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If 
we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth : but if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from ail sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our sins : and not for ours 


TILL THE CROSS OF PEACE GUARDS ALL FRONTIERS 

^ America raised this statue m the boundary-line heUceen 

Argentina and Chile they proclaimed on the mountain tops, between the two great 
oceans of the world, their belief in the message and power of the Christian Gospel. 

only, but also for the sins of the whole wotld. ment I write unto you, which thing is true 
And hereby we do know that we know him, in him and in you : because the darkness is 
if we keep his commandments. He that past, and die true light now shineth. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepetii not his com- saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in is in darkness even until now. He that lovelh 
him. But whoso fceepeth his word, in him his brother abideth in the light, ^d there is 
verily is the love of God perfected: hereby none occasion of stumbling in him. But he 
know we that we are in him. He that saith that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
he abided! in him ought himself also so to walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
walk, even as he walked. whither he goeth, because that darkness 

Brethren, I write no new commandment hatii blinded his eyes, 
unto you, but an old commandment which I write unto you, little children, becaus^e 
ye had from the beginning. The old com- your sins are forgiven you for his name’s 
mahdment is the word which ye have heard sake, I write tmto you, fathers, because ye 
from the beginning. Again, a new command- have known him that is from the beginning. 
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I JOHN 2, 13 

I write unto you, young men, because ye c 

have overcome the wicked one. I write unto c 

you, little children, because ye have known 
the Father. I have written unto you, fathers, 
because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I have written unto you, young 1 
men, because ye are strong, and the word of ( 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome 1 
the wicked one. Love not the world, neither 

the things that are in the world. If any man 

love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth for ever. 

Truth and Falsehood . 

Little children, it is the last time: and as 
ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists j where- 
by we know that it is the last time. They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us: but ^ey 
went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us. But ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
thing s . I have not written unto you because 
yeknownot the truth,butbecauseye]mowit, 

and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar 

but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 

Me is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father: [but] he 
fliat acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 
also. Let that therefore abide in you, which 
ye have heard from the beginning. If that 
which ye have heard from the begin^g 
shall remain in you, ye also shall continue 
in the Son, and in the Father, And this is 
the promise that he hath promised us, even 
eternal life. These things have I written 
unto you concerning them that seduce you. 
But the anointing which ye have received of 
htm abideth in you, and ye need not &at 
any man teach you: but as the same anoint- 
ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, 
ye shaU abide in him. And now, little chil- 
dren, abide in him; that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we may have confidence, md not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. If ye 
know that he is righteous, ye know that 


every one that doeth righteousness is bom 
of him. 

Righteousness and Sin 

Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be : 
called the sons of God: therefore the world?, 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but ; 
we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shaU see him as he 
is. And every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
Whosoever committeth sm transgresseth 
also the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law. And ye know that he was rnani- ; 
fested to take away our sins; and in him is 
no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath iiot seen him, 
neither known him. Little children, let nd : 
man deceive you: he that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He 
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil. 
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is bom of God. In 
this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil: whosoever doeth 

not righteousness is not of God, neither he 

that loveth not his brother. For this is the 
message that ye heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another. Not as 
r.ain, who was of that wicked one, and slew 
his brother. And wherefore slew he him? 
Because his own works were evil, and his 
brother’s righteous. 

The Spirit of Love 

I Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate 

I you. We know that we have passed from 

1 death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that lovetli not his brother abideth in 

’ death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

: murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
^ hath eternal Ufe abiding in him. Hereby 
, perceive we the love of God, because he laid 
, down liis life for us: and we ought to lay 
. down our lives for the brethren. But whoso 
- hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother 

2 have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
B compassion from him, how dwelleth tlie love 

t of God in him? My little children, let us not 
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love in word, neither in tongue; but m deed 

and in truth. And hereby we know that we 

are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts 
before him. For if our heart condemn u^ 
God is greater than our heart, and taoweth 

all things. Beloved, if our heart condenm us 

not, then have we confidence toward God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commmdments, _and 
do those things that are pleasing m ^s sight. 
And this is his commandment. That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment. And he that 
commandments dwelleth in “ 

And hereby we know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 


The Spirit of Truth 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into Ae 
world. Hereby know ye the Spmt of God. 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
is coL in the flesh is of God : and eveg 
spirit that confesseth not 
is come in the flesh is not of God. and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come;^d oven now 
already is it in the world. Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them . be- 
cause greater is he that is m you, than he that 
is in the world. They ^e of ^ 

therefore speak they of the and the 

world heareth them. We are of God. he Aat 
knoweth God heareth us; he that is mot ef 
God heareth not us. Hereby ^ow we the 
spirit of trutiia and the spirit of error. 


X JOHN 5, 12 

Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that 

the Father sent the Son to be ^he Saviour of 
the world. Whosoever shall confess *at 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth^m 

him, and he in God. And we have known 
and believed the love that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he that dwelleth m tove 
dwelleth in God, and God m him. H^ein 
is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment : because as 
he is, so are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect m love. We love 
him, because he first loved us. If a m^ say, 
I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
Uar : for he that loveth not his broker whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And commandi^nt tove 
we from him. That he who loveth God love 
his brother also. 


Union with God • 

Beloved, let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and every one that love A is bom 
of God, md knoweth God.^He &at loveth 
not knoweth not God; for God is love. In 
S was manifested the love of God tow^d 
us, because that God sent 
Son into the world, that we hve 

through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent ta 
Son to be the propitiation for our sms. Be- 
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also 
love one another. No man hath seen God at 
anv time If we love one another, God 
dwelletli in us, and his love is/erferted m 
us. Hereby know we that we dwell in ^m, 
and he in us, because he hath given us of his 


Loving Obedience 
Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
Christ is born of God: and every one Aat 
loveth him that begat loveth hmi also that 
is begotten of him. By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we Iwe 
God, and keep his commandments. For this 
is the love of God, that we keep com- 
mandments: and his comm^^ents _are 
not grievous. For whatsoever is born of Goa 

overcometh the world : and this is the virtory 

that overcometh the world, 

Who is he that overcometh the worW, but 
he that beUeveth that Jesus is the Son of 
God? This is he that came by water and 
blood, even Jesus Christ; not by w^er oifly. 
but by water and blood. And it is the Spm 
that Gareth witness, because the Spirit is 
trath. For there are three tto bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, the 
Holv Ghost: and these three are one. Aim 

there are three that bear witness m earth, 
the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and 

these three agree in one. _ If we receive the 

wimess of men, the ™i,ich 

greater : for this is the witness o^God which 
he hath testified of his Son. He that be^ 
Heveth on the Son of God hath the wimm 
in himself: he that beheveth not God hath 
made him a liar ; because “v 

the record that God gave of his Son. Ai^d 
this is the record, that God hath given to u^ 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He 





I JOHN 5, 12 

that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of Grod hath not life. 

Our Confidence 

These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son 
of God. And this is the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask any thing accord- 
ing to his will, he heareth us ; and if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of him. If any man see his brother 
sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall 
ask, and he shall give him life for them that 


sin not unto death. There is a sin imto deadi: 
I do not say that he shall pray for it. All 
unrighteousness is sin ; and there is a sin not 
unto death. 

We know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not ; but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one touch- 
eth him not. And we know that we are of 
God, and the whole world heth in wicked- 
ness. And we know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an understanding, 
that we may know him that is true, and we 
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 


JOHN 

GUARD WELL THE FRIENDS OF THE FAITH 

What a lovely description of a church and its mend^ers— The elect lady and her children' ! 
And what a noble reason for this little note sent to them— to warn them of^ a danger 
that threatens the truth and love of their fellowship. UrAelief is afoot, journeying 
all aaer the earth. At any time the family circle may be invaded, and its harmony be 
broken. Watch, therefore; be on your guard, writes John the Elder, like a guardian 
angel zealous for the safety of a little company of God's people. 


FOR THE TRUTH’S SAKE 

elder unto the elect lady and her 
children^ whom I love in the truth; 
and not I only, but also all they that 

have known the truth; for the truth’s 

sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with 
us for ever. Grace be with you, mercy, and 
peace, from God die Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in 
truth and love. 

I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have re- 


2 John I-I3 

ceived a commandment from the Father. 
And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though 
I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but 
that which we had from the beginning, that 
we love one another. And this is love, that 
we walk after his commandments. This is 
the commandment. That, as ye have heard 
from the beginning, ye should wa^ in it. 
For many deceivers are entered into the 
world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 



antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose 
not those things which we have wrought, but 
that we receive a full reward. Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 
both the Father and the Son. If there come 
any imto you, and bring not this doctrine. 


3 i4 

receive him not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed: for he that biddeih him 
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 
Having many things to write unto you, I 
would not write with paper and ink: but I 
trust to come unto you, and speak face to 
face, that our joy may be full. The children 
of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen, 


THE THIRD EPISTLE 


OF 


JOHN 

SPEED ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL 

Another lovely idea in a little note^ this time to an individual church-mernbeViPossibly 
of the church referred to in the Second Epistle. Be like an angel of Goodmll and 
Godspeed^ it says, to those people you meet who are seeking to extend the frontiers of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


FELLOW HELPERS TO THE TRUTH 


i 


"^HE elder unto the wellbeloved 
GaiuSj whom 1 love in the truth. 
Beloved^ I wish above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be in 
healthy even as thy soul prospereth. For I 
rejoiced greatly^ when the brethren came 
and testified of the truth that is in thee^ even 
as thou walkest in the truth. I have no 
greater joy than to hear that nay children 
walk in truth. Beloved^ thou doest faithfully 
whatsoever thou doest to the bretlireua and 
to strangers i which have borne witness of 
thy charity before the church: whom if thou 
bring forward on their journey after a godly 
sort^ tiaou shalt do well: because that for his 
name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing 
of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to re- 
ceive such, that wemight be fellowhelpers 
to the truth. 

I wrote unto the church : but Diotrephes, 


$Johni-i 4 

who loveth to have the preeminence among 
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I 
come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious 
words: and not content therewith, neither 
doth he liimself receive the brethren, and 
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth 
them out of the church. Beloved, follow not 
that which is evil, but that which is good. 
He that doeth good is of God : but he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God, Demetrius 
hath good report of all men, and of the truth 
itself: yea, and we also bear record^ and ye 
kiiow ^at our record is true, 

I had many things to write, but I will 
not withiiik and pen write xmto thee; but I 
trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall 
speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our 
friends salute thee. Greet the friends by 
name., ' ■ 
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E GENERA 


T U D E 

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH 



eternal life. And of some Kave compassion^ , 
making a difference ; and others save with 
fear, pnlling them out of the fire; hating even 
the garment spotted by the flesh. 

Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 


THE 

REVELATION 

OP 

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

GLEAMS OF GLORY THROUGH MISTS OF TIME 

We have travelled far in our quest for truth:^ and now^ as we reach the end of the road 
of revelation^ which we have followed under dark and sunlit skies^ we come to an 
expected wonder — a strange country ^ my sterious^ ablaze with glory ^ yet veiled in an 
excess of light. It seems at first to be a land of temples^ of churches and ministering 
angelsi then a land in the glare of a mighty conflict^ invaded by such forces as living 
men have never seeny but this^ too^dissohes^ and through the mists we catch the gleam 
of a fair and beauteous country^ like the heaven of our dreams. What can it mean ? If 
we could ask the one who has brought us to the scene to explain the mystery in plain and 
simple language^ what would he say ? It is the kingdom of the spirit you behold^ the 
realm of the unseen^ which cannot be known by the senses^ and must therefore be re^ 
presented by symbols^ though these at their best can only in part reveal the truth But 
peer into the imagery^ and you will read the secret of this spiritual world written every^ 
where upon it. In every fragment^ and in every sceney there is something of the pattern 
and the golden glory of the worship of the true and living G For worship is the 
secret of this unseen worlds the keyword of this book and of all revelationy the last word 
and the master word of the Bible's message to all mankind. 

A SALUTATION Revelation 1, i-8 

Revelation of Jesus Christ, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of 
I which God gave unto him, to shew aU things that he saw. Blessed is he that 

i unto his servants things which must readeth, and they that hear tlie words of this 

shortly come to pass; and he sent prophecy, and keep those things which are 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant written therein : for the time is at hand. ^ 
John: who bare record of the word of God, John to the seven churches which are m 


which were spoken before of the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told 
you there should be mockers in the last time, 
who should walk after their own ungodly 
lusts. These be they who separate them- 
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit. But 
ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 



THEY CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE 

That they were seeking another country^ called by some the Kingdom of Heaven; by 
others the City of God:, or the Sanctuary of the Soul; by all:, the Home of the Father of 


Asia : Grace be xmto you, aiid j^eace, froitt ten of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
him which is, and which was, and which is to of the earth. Unto him that loved ns, and 
come; and from the seven Spirits which are washed us from our sins in his own bloody 
before his throne ; and from Jesus Christ, who and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
is the faithful witness, and the first begot- and his Father ; to him be glory and dominion 
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STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS ON THE EARTH 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore God is not ashamed of them^ hut calls them His own 
people and promises to bring them to the haven of their desire. 


for ever and ever. Amen. Behold, he cotiieth 1 ^ Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 


they also which pierced him * and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even 
so. Amen. 


which was, and which is to come, the Al- 
mighty, 
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A MESSAGE TO GOD^S WORSHIPPERS 


THE REVELATION 


CHAPTERS 1 , 9 — 3 , 22 


Most people find this book difficult to understand^ largely because it belongs to a class of 
literature that is not common in these days. Like most books that have at some time 
been produced to meet a special need^ and have for that reason been written in a parti- 
cular style:, it demands specialized study if it is to be critically interpreted. But that does 
not necessarily mean that it must remain a closed book to those who are not acquainted 
with apocalyptic literature, A man does not need to be an art critic to get inspiration 
from a picture; and there is such a way of looking at this book as gives the ordinary 
reader an inspiring impression of its message. 

The first part of the book is the least difficult. We are shown a picture of seven 
churches with the characters of the different congregations so well drawn that we might 
easily have been among the worshippers. The people are by no means perfect; but as a 
whole they are not an unworthy company:, and they are fairly representative of present- 
day Christian congregations. But when^ after reading the book:, we come back to these 
churches with the pictures of how God is worshipped in heaven^ and how that which 
John calls the Beast is worshipped in the world:, we begin to feel there is something 
lacking in these earthly temples dedicated to God, We miss the sense of wonder:, of 
joyous and exultant worship. We miss also the sense of warfare. There is too much 
complacency and compromise:, and not enough hostility to those powers of the world 
which:, with deceitful promises:, undermine man^s confidence:, allegiance:, and devotion, 

THE LORD OF LIFE AND GLORY Revelation U 9-20 

I JOHN, who also am your brother, and the sound of many waters. And he had in 

companion in tribulation, and in the liis right hand seven stars: and out of his 

kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
the word of God, and for the testimony of strength. And when I saw him, I fell at his 

Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 

day, and heard behind me a great voice, as upon me, saying unto me. Fear not; I am the 
of a trumpet, saying, X am Alpha and Omega, first and the last : I am he that Hveth, and was 
the first and the last * and ^^C^hat thou seest dead * and behold I am alive for evermore 
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seven stars in his right hand^ who walketh 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks ^ 
I know thy works^ and thy labour^ and thy 
patience;, and how thou canst not bear them 
which are evil: and thou hast tried them 
which say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found |:hem liars: and hast borne, and 
hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted. Neverthe- 
less I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works ^ or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of liis place, except thou re- 
pent. But this thou hast, that thou hatest the ' 
deeds of the Nicoiaitans, which I also hate. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches ; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God. 

Smyrna 

And imto the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write; 

These tilings saith the first and the last, 
which was dead, and is alive; I know thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 
thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but are the synagogue of Satan. Fear none 
of those things which thou shalt suffer: 
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death. 

Pergamos 

And to the angel of the church in Perga- 
mos write; 

These things saith he which hath the sharp 
sword with two edges; I know thy works, 
and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s 
seat is : and thou boldest fast my name, and 
hast not denied my faith, even in those days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, 
who was slain among you, where Satan 
dwelleth. But I have a few things against 
thee, because thou hast there them that hold 
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Baiac to 


cast a stumblingblock before the children of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and 
to commit fornication. So hast thou also 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nico- 
iaitans, which thing I hate. Repent; or else 
I will come imto thee quickly, and will fight 
against them with tlie sword of my mouth. 
He that hath an ear, let Mm hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the Mdden 
manna, and will give him a wMte stone, and 
in the stone a new name written, which no 
man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

Thyatira 

And imto the angel of the church in Thya- 
tira write; 

These tMngs saith the Son of God, who 
hath Ms eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his 
feet are like fine brass; I know thy works, 
and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works ; and the last to be 
more than the first. Notwithstanding I have 
a few tMngs against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, wMch calleth 
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce 
my servants to commit fornication, and to 
eat tMngs sacrificed unto idols. And I gave 
her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not. Behold, I will cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except they 
repent of their deeds. And I will kill her 
children with death; and all the churches 
shall know that I am he wMch searcheth the 
reins and hearts : and I will give unto every- 
one of you according to your works. But 
unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, 
as many as have not tMs doctrine, and wMch 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they 
speak; I will put upon you none other bur- 
den. But that wMch ye have already hold 
fast till I come. And he that overcometh, 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to Mm 
will I give power over the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
And I will give Mm the morning star. He 
that hath an ear, let Mm hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. 

Sardis 

And unto the angel of the church in 
Sardis write; 

These tMngs saith he that hath the seven 


REVELATION 3, I 



REVELATION 3, r 

Spirits of Godj and the seven stars 1 1 know thou hast:» that no man take thy crown. Him 
thy workSj> that thou hast a name that thou that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
livestj and art dead. Be watchful^ and temple of my God 3 and he shall go no more 
strengthen the things which remainj that are out: and I will write upon him the name of 
ready to die : for I have not foxmd thy works my God^ and the name of the city of my God^ 
perfect before God. Remember therefore wiiich is new Jerusalem, which cometh down 
how thou hast received and heard, and hold out of heaven from my God : and I will write 
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not upon him my new name. He that hath an 
watch, I will come on thee as a tliief, and ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come tlie churches, 
upon thee. Thou hast a few names even in 
Sardis which have not defiled their garments ^ 
and they shall walk with me in white: for 
they are worthy. He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and 
I will not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels. He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. 

Philadelphia 

And to the angel of the church in Phila- 
delphia write; 

These things saith he that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, 
and no man openeth; I know thy works: 
behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it : for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast 
not denied my name. Behold, I will make 
them of the synagogue of Satan, which say 
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; be- 
hold, I will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

Behold, I come quickly : hold that fast which 


Laodicea 

And unto the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write; 

These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God; I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot : I would thou wert cold 
or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of 
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest 
be clothed, and that the shame of thy naked- 
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me. To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. 
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THE FOUR HORSEMEN 


WELL-KNOWN SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

REVELATION CHAPTERS 4,1—11, xS 

This is a difficult part of the hook, and some of the ways of interpreting it are very 
involved. Surely there must be a more direct way to its message than those usually 
adopted. So instead of attempting to explain in detail every symbol of these crowded 
chaptm we have tried to examine the author's main thought, and to discover, if 
possible, the general plan underlying or governing the arrangement of Ms material, 
assuming that it came from his hand in this form. It seems to us there is a very simple, 
natural reason for his choice of seals and trumpets as Ms leading symbols if Ms revela- 
tion IS concerted, as it is, with what is happening before men's eyes and assailing 
tmr ears; fm these things instantly suggest what can be seen and heard. Surely his 
desire is to draw attention first of all to what men see and hear, to point out to them the 
signs of tM times, and then to open their eyes and ears to their meaning and significance. 
Although Ms language is highly symbolical, some of Ms symbols are quite simple. 
They obviously deal with the state of the world; they portray conditions, evmts, and 
rmvemmts that have from time to time appeared in history. Because they are often 
difficult to understand they make human life and destiny seem like a closely sealed book. 


IN THE HAND OF GOD 

MFTER this I looked^ and^ behold^ a 
/ \ door was opened in heaven : and ^e 
first voice which I heard was as it 
.Skwere of a trumpet talking with me j 
which said. Come up hither, and I will shew 
thee things which must be hereafter. And 
immediately I was in the spirit : and, behold, 
a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne. And he that sat was to look upon like 
a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a 
rainbow round about the throne, in sight like 
unto an emerald. And round about the 
throne were four and twenty seats : and upon 
the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, 
closed in white raiment; and they had on 
their heads crowns of gold. And out of the 
toone proceeded lightnings and thunder- 
ings and voices: and there were seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne, which are 
the seven Spirits of God. And before the 
throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal : and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four beasts 
full of eyes before and behind. And the first 
beast was like a lion, and the second beast 
like a calf, and the third beast had a face as 
a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying 
eagle. And the four beasts had each of them 
six wings about him; and they were full of 


Repelation 4, i — 5, 14 

eyes within : and they rest not day and night, 
saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Al- 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
And when those beasts give glory and hon- 
our and thanks to him that sat on the throne, 
who liveth for ever and ever, the four and 
twenty elders fall down before him that sat 
on the throne, and worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying. Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power : for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

The Sealed Book 

And I saw in the right hand of him that 
sat on the throne a book written within and 
on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with 
a loud voice. Who is worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no 
man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under 
the earth, was able to open the book, neither 
to look thereon. And I wept much, because 
no man was found worthy to open and to 
read the book, neither to look thereon. And 
one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: 
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 



1237 


REVELATION 5 , 5 

bookj and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
And I beheldj and> loy in the midst of the 
throne and of the four beasts^ and in the 
midst of the elders:» stood a Lamb as it had 
been slainj having seven horns and seven 
eyes> which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth. And he came and 
took the book out of the right hand of him 
that sat upon the throne. And when he had 
taken the book, the four beasts and four and 
twenty eiders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 
saints. And they sung a new song, saying, 
"Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation^ and hast made us unto our God 


kings and priests : and we shall reign on'the 
earth. And I beheld, and I heard the voice 
of many angels round about the throne and 
the beasts and the elders : and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands j saying with a 
loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying. Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts 
said. Amen. And the four and twenty elders 
fell down and worshipped him that iiveth for 
ever and ever. 


THE SEVEN SEALS Revelation 6, 1—8, i 

If we set forth in plain language what John saw when the seals were opened — war^ 
revolution^, famine^ pestilence:, persecution:, natural and social catastrophes^ and the 
silence of heaven — we feel he describes:, and aptly describes:, the conditions of the world 
at almost any period of its history. They are the things that anyone might see in the 
course of a life-time. If we stop to consider them^ one fact will strike us — all the things 
named are destructive:, death-dealing forces. Even the last of them^ the silence of 
heaven:, has the hush of death in it, But^ says John:, his addition is important, that 
is not all there is to be seen. It is all that the natural eye can see, but to the inward 
spiritual eye there is another and a more inspiring vision. It is of the Living God as 
the Giver of Life to all who put their trust in Him; for them there is no death or destruc- 
tion, Why then, we may ask, is the earth overrun by these forces of death? Johhs 
answer is: Because men worship the Beast, which lives but to devour and destroy. 


AND I saw when the Lamb opened one 
of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise 
of thunder, one of tlie four beasts saying. 
Come and see. And I saw, and behold a 
white horse : and he that sat on him had a 
bow; and a crown was given unto him: and 
he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

And when he had opened the second seal, 
I heard the second beast say. Come and see. 
And there went out another horse that was 
red: and power was given to him tliat sat 
thereon to take peace from the earth, and 
that they should kill one another: and there 
was given unto him a great sword. 

And when he had opened the third seal, 
I heard the third beast say, Come and see. 
And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he 
that sat on him had a pair of balances in his 
hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of 


the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for 
a penny, and tliree measures of barley for a 
penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the 
wine. 

And when he had opened the fourth seal, 
I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, 
Come and see. And I looked, and behold a 
pale horse : and his name that sat on him was 
Death, and Hell followed with him. And 
power was given unto them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with 
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts 
of the earth. 

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held : and they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 


avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth? And white robes were given unto 
every one of them; and it was said unto 
them^ that they should rest yet for a Httle 
season^ until their fellowservants also and 
their bretlirena that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. 

And I beheld when he had opened the 
sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earth- 
quake; and the sun became black as sack- 
cloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. And 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains ; and said 
to the mountains and rocks, FaU on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : 
for the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand? 

The Leaders of God's Worship 

And after these things I saw four angels 
standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the 
wind should not blow on the eardi, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another 
angel ascending from the east, having the 
seal of the living God : and he cried with a 
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was 
given to huirt the earth and the sea, saying. 
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our 
God in their foreheads. And I heard the 
number of them which were sealed: and 
there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children 
of Israel. Of the tribe of Juda were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Gad were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve 


REVELATION 8, I 

thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. 


Worshippers No Man Could Number 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; and cried with a loud 
voice, saying. Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the throne on their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying. Amen : 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me. What are these which are arrayed 
in white robes? and whence came they? And 
I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he 
said to me. These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them -unto living fountains of waters : and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 


The Seventh Seal 

And when he had opened the seventh seal, 
there was silence in heaven about the space 
of half an hour. 
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THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 


Revelation 8 , 2 — 11 , 18 


Following the same method of interpretation, but applying it in this case to what a man 
hears, it is possible to translate the symbolic language of the trumpet-voices into the 
news, reports, and rumours which hour by hour claim the ears of men. We are all 
familiar with the almost unbelievable accounts of strange and often terrifying natural 
phenomena — acts of God they are sometimes called — which have a devastating effect 
upon the land, its crops and vegetation, cause disasters at sea or in rivers, and darken 
the sky. No less alarming are the stories we hear from time to time of the nether world, 
called here Hhe pit, as the abode of demons; and the tales that come to us from far-off 
lands and enemy countries, represented by the empires beyond the Euphrates, of furies 
that are to be let loose upon helpless people. Such news and rumours soon get trumpet- 
voices, and, like winged messengers of doom, fly swiftly through the earth announcing 
the end of the world and the extinction of man. At these times, and we have all known 
them, it has almost looked as if everything were about to be swallowed up in destruction. 
But, says John, his inward ear being more sensitive than ours to heavenly voices, I have 
heard an angel speak — no, not speak but shout, an angel standing astride creation, 
with a rainbow about his head, proclaiming the revelation of God. Oh that men 
would for a while turn their ears from news of the earth, the nether world and strangers, 
dtid hstoYL to the tiBws of hccwctiy the news that has the powet to chcifige the cries of woe 
that fill the earth into a chant of worship that would reach to heaven! 


i tie C^oundvng 
And t±ie seve 



power. And it was commanded them that 
they should not hurt the grass of the earthy 
neitiber any green thing, neither any trees 
but only those men which have not the seal 
of God in their foreheads. And to them it 
was given that they should not kill them, but 
that they should be tormented five months : 
and their torment was as the torment of a 
scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in 
those days shall men seek death, and shall 
not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 
shall flee from them. And the shapes of the 
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto 
battle; and on their heads were as it were 
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the 
faces of men. And they had hair as the hair 
of women, and their teeth were as the teeth 
of lions. And they had breastplates, as it 
were breastplates of iron; and the sound of 
their wings was as the sound of chariots of 
many horses running to battle. And they 
had tails like unto scorpions, and there were 
stings in their tails : and their power was to 
hurt men five months. And they had a king 
over them, which is the angel of the bottom- 
less pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is 
Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his 
name Apollyon. 

The Second Woe 

One woe is past; and, behold, there come 
two woes more hereafter. 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard 
a voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, saying to the sixth 
angel which had the trumpet. Loose the four 
angels which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, 
which were prepared for an hour, and a day, 
and a month, and a year, for to slay the third 
part of men. And the number of the army of 
the horsemen were two hundred thousand 
thousand : and I heard the number of them. 
And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and 
them that sat on them, having breastplates 
of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and 
the heads of the horses were as the heads of 
lions ; and out of their mouths issued fire and 
smoke and brimstone. By these three was 
the third part of men killed, by the fire, and 
by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which 
issued out of their mouths. For their power 
is in their mouth, and in their tails : for their 
tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, 
and with them they do hurt. And the rest of 


REVELATION 11, 2 

the men which were not killed by these 
plagues yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and 
brass, and stone, and of wood : which neither 
can see, nor hear, nor walk : neither repented 
they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 
nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 

The Angel of the Rainbow 

And I saw another mighty angel come 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: 
and a rainbow was upon his head, and his 
face was as it were the sun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire : and he had in his hand a little 
book open: and he set his right foot upon the 
sea, and his left foot on the earth, and cried 
with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth : and 
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. And when the seven thunders 
had uttered their voices, I was about to 
write: and I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me. Seal up those things which the 
seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 
And the angel which I saw stand upon the 
sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to 
heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever 
and ever, who created heaven, and the things 
that therein are, and the earth, and the 
things that therein are, and the sea, and the 
things which are therein, that there should 
be time no longer: but in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should 
be finished, as he hath declared to his serv- 
ants the prophets. And the voice which I 
heard from heaven spake unto me again, and 
said. Go and take the little book which is 
open in the hand of the angel which standeth 
upon the sea and upon the earth. And I went 
imto the angel, and said unto him, Give me 
the little book. And he said unto me. Take 
it, and eat it up ; and it shall make thy belly 
bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
honey. And I took the little book out of the 
angel’s hand, and ate it tip; and it was in my 
mouth sweet as honey : and as soon as I had 
eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he said 
unto me. Thou must prophesy again before 
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 
kings. 

And there was given me a reed like imto 
a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worship therein. But the 
court which is without the temple leave out, 
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REVELATION 11, 2 

and measure it not; for it is given, unto the 
Gentiles : and the holy city shall they tread 
under foot forty and two months. And I will 
give power unto my two witnesses^ and they 
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days^ clothed in sackcloth. These 
are the two olive trees^ and the two candle- 
sticks standing before the God of the earth. 
And if any man will hurt them^ fire pro- 
ceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies : and if any man will hurt them, 
he must in this manner be killed. These 
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not 
in the days of their prophecy: and have 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and 
to smite the earth with all plagues, as often 
as they will. And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall 
make war against them, and shall overcome 
them, and kill them. And their dead bodies 
shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where 
also our Lord was crucified. And they of the 
people and kindreds and tongues and nations 
shall see their dead bodies three days and an 
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves. And they that dwell upon 
the earth shall rejoice over them, and make 
merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the earth. And after three days 
and an half the Spirit of life from God 


entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet ; and great fear fell upon them which saw 
them. And they heard a great voice from 
heaven saying unto them. Come up hither. 
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; 
and their enemies beheld them. And the 
same hour was there a great earthquake, and 
the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thou- 
sand * and the remnant were affrighted, and 
gave glory to the God of heaven. 

The Third Woe 

The second woe is past; and, behold, the 
third woe cometh quickly. 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying. The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. And 
the four and twenty eiders, which sat before 
God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and 
worshipped God, saying. We give thee 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and wast, and art to come ; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned. And the nations were angry, and 
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 
that they should be judged, and that thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that 
fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest 
destroy them which destroy the earth. 


ARM AGED B [ 

THE DESTRUCTION OF : THE DESTROYERS | 

REVELATION CHAPTERS 11, ! 

We are hardly prepared for the dramatic situation that suddenly develops in these L 
chapters. At the opening of the hook we were^ as we thoughty contentedly worshipping in 
one of the churches y when John brought us out into the world and bade us open our eyes j : 
and ears to what was going on. He pointed outy what we more or less vaguely knewy that 
in the vast universe comprising earth and heaven there are two kingdoms. What we 
did not knoWy and had not realized until he drew attention to ity was that worship is 
the characteristic and essential spirit of both these kingdoms. This set us thinking. I 

We had not looked upon the men of the world as worshippersy but it became obvious J 

that worship was the right word for the way they bowed down to power andwealth. Nor i 

had we looked upon worship as it was now revealed — an absolute necessity for the 
human spirity a hunger that must be satisfiedy a gift or power that must be used. We \ 

recalled what strong appeals and warnings God had made about worship in IsraeTs | 

early history. How jealously for maris sake He had guarded it. There musty it seemsy be : 

more in worship than we have yet discovered. Beholdy theuy saysjohny what Tam about | 

to show you. There isy in the worldyapower that for its own evil ends is exploiting this I i 

holy need and disposition of man. To win his hearty and get from him the utmost he can I 
givCy his worship and his sacrificesy this monstrous Beasty which lives only to dominate and I 

destroy y fnasquerades as a prosperous and powerful potentatCy a state or a city that has ] 

achieved greatnessy wealthy and might. But see it as it iSy the deceiver and destroyer of meh^s 
souls; be not dismayed at its boastful triumphsy but go forth to breaky and endy its sway. 

THE BEAST AND ITS WORSHIPPERS Reue/atwn 11, 19 — 14, 20 | 

^ND the temple of God was opened in she hath a place prepared of God^ that they | 

/ % heaven, and there was seen in his should feed her there a thousand two hun- | 

temple the ark of his testament : and dred and threescore days, i 

nA. Afethere were Hghtnings, and voices, - _ i 

and thxinderings, and an earthquake, and ' 

great hail. And there was war in heaven : Michael and i ; 

And there appeared a great wonder in his angels fought against the dragon j and the ' f 

heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed I 

the moon under her feet, and upon her head not i neither was their place found any more \ 

a crown of twelve stars; and she being with in heaven. And the great dragon was cast .j 

child cried, travailing in birth, and pained out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and j| 

to be delivered. And there appeared another Satan, which deceiveth the whole world : he ; f 

I wonder in heaven; and behold a great red was cast out into the earth, and his angels i 

I dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, were cast out with him. And I heard a loud | 

I and seven crowns upon his heads. And his voice saying in heaven. Now is come salva- | 

I tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, tion, and strength, and the kingdom of our 

and did cast them to the earth: and the God, and the power of his Clirist: for the | 

I dragon stood before the woman which was accuser of our brethren is cast down, which I 

j ready to be delivered, for to devour her child accused them before our God day and night. i 

5 as soon as it was born. And she brought And they overcame him by the blood of the I 

: forth a man child, who was to rule all Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; | 

i nations with a rod of iron: and her child was and they loved not their lives unto the death. f 

j caught up unto God, and to his throne. And Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that | 

i the woman hed into the wilderness, where dv/cll in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the | 
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THE GREATEST OF ALL BATTLES ARE THOSE WHICH 

God's wmhippm have to stand against the voor shippers of the Beast, as John calls 
those who worship brute force and falsehood. For these, he says, are the sure and certain 
marks of the monstrous spirit of esM Ftat is seMng to dominate and destroy men's 
souls. It appeared in his day as a political power under a powerful, dreaded leader i 
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earth and of the sea! for the devil is eomft 
down unto youj, havtog great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but a short time* 
And when the dragon saw that he was cast 


tmto the earth, he persecuted the woman 
which brought forth the man child. And to 
the woman were given two wings of a great 
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, 






ARE FOUGHT FOR THt Kiunio — 

^Mbam^the companions of the Conqueror mil, in thepozoer of Hts Sptnt, fight until 
the day is toon. 
fa„ te plap, 

time, and times, and half a time, trom in earth onened her mouth, 

Id»wil«rf»Pti»flood«hichth.d,ae» 
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REVELATION 12, i6 


cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was 
wroth with the woman, and went to make 
war with the remnant of her seed, which 
keep the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

The Beasfs Two Marks 
And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and 
saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his 
horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the 
name of blasphemy. And the beast which I 
saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were 
as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion : and the dragon gave him his 
power, and his seat, and great authority. 
And I saw one of his heads as it were 
wounded to death; and his deadly wound 
was healed : and all the world wondered after 
the beast. And they worshipped the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast : and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like 
unto the beast? who is able to make war with 
him? And there was given unto him a mouth 
speaking great things and blasphemies; and 
power was given unto him to continue forty 
and two months. And he opened his mouth 
in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his 
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven. And it was given unto him to 
make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them : and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all 
that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book of 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. If any man have an ear, let him 
hear. He that leadedi into captivity shall go 
captivity : he that killeth with the sword 
must be killed with the sword. Here is tlie 
patience and the faith of the saints. 

And I beheld another beast coming up out 
of the earth; and he had two horns like a 
and he spake as a dragon. And he 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast 
before him, and causeth the earth and them 
which dwell therein to worship the first 
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And 
he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that 
on the earth by the means of those 
miracles which he had power to do in the 
of the beast; saying to them that dwell 
on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, 


and did live. And he had power to give life 
unto the image of the beast, that the image 
of the beast should both speak, and cause 
that as many as would not worship the image 
of the beast should be killed. And he causeth 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads : and that no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
or the name of the beast, or the number of 
his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that 
hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number is Six hundred threescore and six. 

The Lamb and His Angels 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on 
the mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thousand, having his Father’s 
name written in their foreheads. And I heard 
a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder : 
and I heard the voice of harpers harping 
witli their harps : and they sung as it were a 
new song before the throne, and before the 
four beasts, and the elders : and no man could 
learn that song but the hundred and forty 
and four thousand, which were redeemed 
from the earth. These are they which were 
not defiled with women; for they are virgins. 
These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. These were re- 
deemed from among men, being the first- 
fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in 
their mouth was found no guile : for they are 
without fault before the throne of God. 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come : and worship him that 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters. 

And there followed another angel, saying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she made all nations drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

And the third angel followed them, saying 
with a loud voice, If any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in 
his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation; and ha shall be tormented 


with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels^ and in the presence of the 
Lamb: and the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever : and they have 
no rest day nor nighty who worship the beast 
and his image^ and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name. Here is the patience of die 
saints : here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God:^ and the faith of Jesus. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me^ Write^ Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea;> saith 
the Spirit^ that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them. 

And I looked^ and behold a white cloudy 
and upon the cloud one sat like imto the Son 
of man^ having on his head a golden crown, 
and in liis hand a sharp sickle. And another 
angel came out of the temple, crying with a 
loud voice to him that sat on the cloud. 
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Thrust in thy sickle, and reap : for the time 
is come for thee to reap, for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the 
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and 
the earth was reaped. 

And another angel came out of the temple 
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out from the 
altar, which had power over fire; and cried 
with a loud cry to him that had the sharp 
sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, 
and gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the 
angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it 
into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
And the winepress was trodden without the 
city, and blood came out of the winepress, 
even tmto the horse bridles, by the space of 
a thousand and six hundred furlongs. 



THE SEVEN VIALS Revelation 15, i— 16, ai 

These vials^ or bowls are filled from the winepress of the wrath of God with the vintage 
of the earth. This is John^s way of saying that they contain what the worship of the 
Beast has produced. Plagues they are rightly called^ for they pollute the earth and 
corrupt political and social life. The vision of the seals gave us such a series of graphic 
pictures of the world as anyone zoith his eyes open might see. The voices of the 
trumpets told us what anyone might hear who turns his ears to the world. May we not 
then take the sign of the bowls to refer to what a man experiences:^ in the sense of giving 
him a taste of life ? The descriptions suggest a painful acquaintance with disruptions 
and disorders that indicate disease and death. In each series of signs which John 
describes:^ the message is the same. Idolatry is a deadly thing and as grave a danger 
to-'day as in John^s time. We may not^ in these days:^ bow down to idols of wood and 
stone:^ but he who thinks that the powers of the worlds or of evi^ can do more for him 
than God:, or who prefers to put his trust in them and follow their code of lifcyis an 
idolater. He has rejected God for the worship of the Beast. 


AND I saw another sign in heaven, great 
and marvellous, seven angels having the 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up 
the wrath of God, 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled 
with fire : and them that had gotten the vic- 
tory over the beast, and over his image, and 
over his mark, and over the number of his 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 
harps of God. And they sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb, saying. Great and marvellous are 
thy works. Lord God Almighty; just and 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who 
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 


name? for thou only art holy : for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee; for thy 
judgments are made manifest. 

And after that I looked, and, behold, the 
temple qf the tabernacle of the testimony in 
heaven was opened: and the seven angels 
came out of the temple, having the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and 
having their breasts girded with golden 
girdles. And one of the four beasts gave tmto 
the seven angels seven golden vials full of the 
wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. 
And the temple was filled with smoke from 
the glory of God, and from his power; and 
no man was able to enter into the temple, till 
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the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
fulfilled. 

The Bowls Poured Out 
AND I heard a great voice out of the temple 
saying to the seven angels. Go your ways, 
and pour out the vials of the wrath of God 
upon the earth. 

And the first went, and poured out his vial 
upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and 
grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and upon them which 
worshipped his image. 

And the second angel poured out his vial 
upon the sea; and it became as the blood of 
a dead man : and every living soul died in the 
sea. 

And the third angel poured out his vial 
upon the rivers and fountains of waters ; and 
they became blood. And I heard the angel 
of the waters say. Thou art righteous, O 
Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because thou hast judged thus. For they 
have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
and thou hast given them blood to drink; 
for they are worthy. And I heard another 
out of the altar say. Even so. Lord God 
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judg- 
ments. 

And the fourth angel poured out his vial 
Upon the sun; and power was given unto 
him to scorch men with fire. And men were 
scorched with great heat, and blasphemed 
the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues : and they repented not to give 


tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains and their 
sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

And the sixth angel poured out his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates ; and the water 
thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the east might be prepared. And I 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet. For they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go forth 
imto the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come 
as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see liis shame. And he gathered 
them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon.^ 

And the seventh angel poured out his vial 
into the air; and there came a great voice out 
of the temple of heaven, from the throne, 
saying. It is done. And there were voices, 
and thunders, and lightnings; and there was 
a great earthquake, such as was not since 
men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great. And the great city 
was divided into three parts, and the cities 
of the nations fell : and great Babylon came 
in remembrance before God, to give unto 
her tile cup of the wine of the fierceness of 
his wrath. And every island fled away, and 
the mountains were not found. And tliere 
feu upon men a great hail out of heaven, 








THE END OF THE DESTROYER Revelation 17, lo 

Whatever turns a man from God^ defrauds him of his experience of worshipy at* en- 
dangers the life of his soul must be^ and will be^ destroyed. That is the simple message 
of these chapters^ and it is not necessary to identify every figure and incident here described 
to discover it. Besides^ any attempt to do so would rob the revelation of the richness of 
its texture and colour^ and dispel the sense of strange mystery it carries. Whether ^ 
therefore^ the Beast at this time was Rome or Nero or both we need not inquire. The 
point to be noted is that the Beast is a manifestation of evily of the Dragouy or Satany 
and that unless the Dragon itself is destroy edy other beastSy no less monstrous y may 
arise after the destruction of this one. It would seem as though they didy and that it 
is part of life* s task to attack each new manifestation of evil as it arises y until in the 
end the monstrous spirit of Evil itself is slain. Thisy we are toldy will be accomplished 
after the MillenniuMy the reign of a thousand years of peace. The interpretation of this 
passage is difficult if it is not read in the same way as the rest of the book. It is part 
of the general pictUTBy which most worshippers of God can verify from their experience. 
The thousand yearsy symbolically y is a brief season of respite from the severity of the 
struggle y hut a respite that calls for continual watchfulness and readiness for the re- 
appearance of the destroyer y until he is vanquished for ever and his power over man 
has been utterly destroyed. 

AND there came one of the seven angels names were not written in the book of life 
which had the seven vials, and talked with from the foundation of the world, when they 
me, saying unto me. Come hither; I will behold the beast that was, and is not, and 
shew unto thee the judgment of the great yet is. And here is the mind which hath 
whore that sitteth upon many waters : with wisdom. The seven heads are seven motm- 
whom the kings of the earth have committed tains, on which the woman sitteth. And 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth there are seven kings : five are fallen, and one 
have been made drunk with the wine of her is, and the other is not yet come; and when 
fornication. So he carried me away in the he cometh, he must continue a short space, 
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a And the beast that was, and is not, even he 
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth 
of names of blasphemy, having seven heads into perdition. And the ten horns which 
and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed thou sawest are ten kings, which have re- 
in purple and scarlet colour, and decked ceived no kingdom as yet; but receive power 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, as kings one hour with the beast. These 
having a golden cup in her hand full of have one mind, and shall give their power 
abominations and filthiness of her fornica- and strength unto the beast. These shall 
tion; and upon her forehead was a name make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR- and King of kings: and they that are with 
LOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE him are called, and chosen, and faitliful. And 
EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken he saith unto me. The waters which thou 
with the blood of the saints, and with the sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I and multitudes, and nations, and tongues, 
saw her, I wondered with great admiration. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the 
And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall 
thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth flesh, andburnherwithfire. ForGodhathput 
her, which hath the seven heads and ten in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 
horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and and give their kingdom unto the beast, imtil 
is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless the words of God shall be fulfilled. And die 
pit, and go into perdition: and they that woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
dwell nn the earth shaU wonder, whose which rekneth over the kings of the earth. 




REVELATION 18, x 

The Lament of the Profiteers 

And after these things I saw another angel 
come down from heaven^ having great 
power; and the earth was lightened with his 
glory. And he cried mightily with a strong 
voices saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, 
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every xinclean and hateful bird. For all 
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth are waxed rich 
through the abundance of her delicacies. 

And I heard another voice from heaven, 
saying. Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remem- 


. The merchants of these things, which were 
made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the 
fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
and saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that 
was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and 
scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious 
stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great 
riches is come to nought. And every ship- 
master, and all the company in ships, and 
sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood 
afar ofi, and cried when they saw the smoke 
of her burning, saying. What city is like unto 
this great city! Aid they cast dust on their 
heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, say- 
ing, Aas, alas, that great city, wherein were 
made rich all that had ships in the sea by 
reason of her costliness! for in one hour is 
she made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou 
heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; 


small and great. And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude^ and as the voice 
of many waters^ and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings^ sayings Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice^ and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come^ and his wife 
hath made herself ready. And to her was 
granted that she should be arrayed in fine 
linen^ clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of saints. And he saith 
unto me^ Write^ Blessed are they which are 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
And he saith unto me^ These are the true 
sayings of God. And I fell at his feet to wor- 
ship him. And he said unto me^ See thou do 
it not: I am thy fellowservant^ and of thy 
brethren that have tlie testimony of Jesus : 
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy. 

The March to Victory 

And I saw heaven opened^ and behold a 
white horsey and he that sat upon him was 
called FaMiful and True, and in righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make war. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. And he 
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: 
and his name is called The Word of God. 
And the armies which were in heaven fol- 
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean. And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations : and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture 
and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven. 
Come and gather yourselves together xinto 
the supper of the great God; that ye may eat 
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh 
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both 
small and great. 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against him that sat on the horse, 
and against his army. And the beast was 
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taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he 
deceived them that had received the mark 
of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the 
remnant were slain with the sword of him 
that sat upon the horse, which sword pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls 
were filled with their flesh. 


The Defeat and Destruction 

And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years, and cast him into the bottom- 
less pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be ful- 
filled: and after that he must be loosed a 
little season. 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands; and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resur- 
rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years. 

And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of iiis prison, and 
shall go out to deceive the nations which are 
in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the 
sea. And they went up on the breadth of the 
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 
about, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured 
them. And the devil that deceived them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 


THE HOLY CITY 

WORSHIP IS THE SPIRIT OF ITS LIFE 



Revelation 20, ii — 15 


REVELATION 


CHAPTERS 20, ii~22, 21 


For the closing scene we are shown what life will he like when men worship God in 
spirit and in truth, and we are assured that such a time will come. But we must look at 
the picture with more than a passing glance if we would appreciate the full significance 
of it. For the one thing is missing that we should expect to see prominently displayed 
in it as a picture of worship. There is no temple there. Yet worship is eoerywhere; 
not a part of life, but the whole of it. Our first impression of the picture, perhaps 
our only impression, if we had not been permitted to see it through John’s eyes, would be 
that of fullness of life; of life glorious and abundant, a contrast to the many pictures of 
death which have been given in the book to show the nature of idolatry. For worship 
(the worship of the true and living God) and life are inseparable. Worship is the very 
soul of life. Without it everything dies; with it, death is no more. Such is the message 
of this book, and of the whole Bible, But, let us insist, it must be worship that springs 
from the heart, that has faith and hope and love in it, joy and adoration, praise and 
prayer; and not merely a duty formally performed. All who worship God in this spirit 
are now and for ever gloriously alive, and living a glorious life. Th^ are, or, as the 
picture suggests, will be, when the time comes that the Mt^dom of worship has been 
established, living under conditions favourable to life. For under that reign and in that 
realm there will be light, without which nothing can live. Judging from the symbols 
John uses — the river of life, and the tree of life — there will cdso be everything necessary 
to sustain life, refresh and renew it, and make it fruitful. To meet our very human 
needs there will be fellowship and friendship, too, as the city symbol suggests; and scope 
in that dty for the use and development of human gifts and interests. For those deeper 
longings of our soul, and all those latent powers that yearn to answer the divine 
command, and leap to serve the glorious God, there is the symbol of the great white 
throne. It is by adoration and aspiration that we most truly live. These alone draw 
out the riches and powers of the soul and permit us to reach the fullness of the life divine. 
This kingdom of worship is the Kingdom of Heaven; the kingdom we are called to 
build and establish. And perhaps it is through worship, through a fuller sense of 
worship, a wider experience and a nobler practice of it, that this will one day be 
achieved. 

As our takes a last look at the chapter that closes the sacred revelation we see 
gathered into it many things that recall the stages of our journey through the Bible — 
The Holy Land, The Holy City, The Temple, The Book, The Christ of God and His 
Holy People; and the appeal John makes at the end of the journey is the appeal that 
has greeted us at every stage of our study; ^Worship God^. 


MND I saw a great white llirone, and 
l\ him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; 
JL J&.and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened : 


and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and 


THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 



llliiliillilliiM 




Its 


ENTER INTO MIS GATES THANKSGIVING 

No other offering cm bring than croer flowing thankfulness from a loving heart that 
cannot find words of praise to speak its joy; that would silently and^ if possihU^ 
unseen place all it has of life upon His altar:, and wish it were a worthier tribute to His 
unsearchable and unfathomable love. So we kneels waiU ond worship before Him who 
has made and will never forsake us. 
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they were j udged every man according to their 
works. And death and hell were cast into the 
lake of iire. This is the second death. And 
whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed aways and there was no more sea. 
And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru- 
salem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying. Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. And he that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me, Write: 
for these words are true and faithful. And 
he said unto me. It is done. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely. He that over- 
Gometh shall inherit all things ; and I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son. But the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abomin- 
able, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone : which is 
the second death. 

The Holy City 

And there came unto me one of the seven 
which had the seven vials Ml of the 
seven last plagues, and talked with me, say- 
ing. Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, 
the Lamb^s wife. And he carried me away 
in the spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy 
descending out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God : and her light 
was like unto a stone most precious, even 
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had 
a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: on the 
three gates ; on the north three gates ; on 
n the west ttoee 
city had twelve 


foundations, and in them the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that 
talked with me had a golden reed to measure 
the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and 
the length is as large as the bread^: and he 
measured the city with the reed, twelve 
thousand furlongs. The length and the 
breadth and the height of it are equal. And 
he measured the wall thereof^ an hundred 
and forty and four cubits, according to the 
measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And 
the building of the wall of it was of jasper : 
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear 
glass. And the foundations of the wall 
of the city were garnished with all man- 
ner of precious stones. The first founda- 
tion was jasper; the second, sapphire; the 
thirci, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald ; 
the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; 
the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the 
ninth, a topaz ; the tenth, a chrysoprasus ; the 
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 
every several gate was of one pearl; and tlie 
street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass. And I saw no temple 
therein : for the Lord God Abnighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And 
the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 
And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by 
day: for there shall be no night there. And 
they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it. And there shall in no wise 
enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie : but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. And he shewed me a 
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, 
and on either side of the river, was there the 
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. And there shall be no more 
curse: but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him; and they shall see his face; and 
his name shall be in their foreheads. And 
there shall be no night there; and they need 



no candle^ neither light of the sun; for the 
Lord God giveth them light : and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

And he said unto me> These sayings are 
faithful and true: and the Lord God of the 
holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto 
his servants the things which must shortly be 
done. Behold^ I come quickly : blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book. 

Worship God 

And I John saw these things, and heard 
them. And when I had heard and seen, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the 
angel which shewed me these things. Then 
saith he unto me. See thou do it not: for I 
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which keep the 
sayings of this book: worship God, 

The Epilogue 

And he saith unto me. Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book: for the time is 
at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still : and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. I am 


. REVELATION 22, 21 

Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last. Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. For with- 
out are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 

whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify 
unto you these things in the churches. I am 
the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star. 

And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. 
And let him that heareth say. Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely. 

For I testify unto every man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book. If 
any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book: and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this 
book. 

He which testifieth these things saith. 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come. Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 
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